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TITLE OF SURVEY:
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CONDITION I 1 Excellent I I Good Foir
(Check One)

I I Deteriorated [ I Ruins I I Unexposed

(Check One)

! 1 Altered [J3 Unoltered

(Check One)

no Moved Q Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PH Y SI C AU APP E AR ANC E
The design of the gateposts is generally attributed to Charles Bulfinch 
who in l8l4 was commissioned to do the Capitol restoratlohr tJhtil IoT^ETT^ 
the gateposts stood at the foot of the west capitol grounds, but in that 
year were moved to their present locations. The gateposts are 4 sand­
stone pillars measuring 5' x 5' at the base and approximately 12' in 
height.

The design of the gateposts is classical. Horizontal bands, around the 
top of the pillars, are carved out of the posts and they are topped 
with a frieze relief matching the one atop the gatehouses. The design 
atop the posts is again a classical motif, voluted using the stylized 
acanthus leaf form.

Gatehouses

These are two gatehouses attributed to Charles Bulfinch, which formerly 
itood £)n the west Capitol grounds. They are now located on the North­
west corner of 15th Street and Constitution Avenue and on the Northeast 
corner of 17th Street and Constitution Avenue.

Basically, the two gatehouses are identical in design thou^ there are 
slight differences. The gatehouses are one-room structvires built of 
sandstone, measuring, at the base, 15'8" across the front and 15'7" across 
the sides. Twin stone pillars 3"7-l/2" in circumference and approximatelji 
9-I/2' hl^ frame the arched doorway. The rear wall is plain stone and 
there are single windows in each structure on the side walls.

The buildings are classical in design, using modified doric columns, and 
' a'Rdmah-TridikphaT^^'ch styled doorway with curved molding. There is a 
frieze which is continuous around the top of the building, matching the 
frieze around th’e-top of the gateposts. Atop the frieze is' a heavily 
foliated scroll using the acanthus leaf and rosettes. The four corners oj 

'■ ' the gatdaouses employ the same horizontal bands as the gateposts.

The two gatehouses differ in that the columns surrounding the doorway of 
the structure at 15th Street and Constitution Avenue rise directly out of 
the pavement whereas the columns on the other structure are set on cement 
block supports. The 15th Street and Constitution Avenue Gatehouse also 
uses only six horizontal bands at the corners, while the other gatehouse 
uses seven. The 17th Street gatehouse rests on a cobbled brick foundatior. 
with the 15th Street gatehouse restlngs on a cement foundation.

The 15th Street gatehouse has a temporary frame structure appended to its 
rear wall, apparently for use in construction and maintenance storg^e.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Capitol gateposts and gatehouses were designed to harmonize with the 
basement story of the Capitol. In 1834, in a guide to the Capitol, they 
were described as "...four grand entrances to these grounds, two from 
the north and south for carriages, and two from the east and west for foot 
passengers. The western entrance at the foot of the hill, is flanked by 
two stone lodges, highly ornamented for watch houses,..."

The two gatehouses and four gateposts are allegedly the work of Charles 
Bulfinch, the architect who planned the restoration of the Capitol and 
its grounds after its burning in l8l4 by the British. Bulfinch was the 
first native American architect to have charge of the construction of 
the Capitol. He was appointed Capitol architect in l8l7 and set out to 
complete the plans of his predecessors. Outstanding features of his 
completed design were the original low dome on the building, constructed 
of wood and covered with copper.

The gatehouses were originally part of Bulfinch's Capitol scheme but in 
JL874 were removed from their original legation and in ^80 were recon­
structed on their present sites. In the instigation of the Fine
Arts Commission, the gatehouses which’had settled slightly due to 
continued flooding were raised and repaired in keeping with their sig­
nificance in relation to the development of the Capitol of the United States
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9> MAJOR BISLIQGRAPHICAL REFERENCES ____________________ . _________

Olszewski, George, The President's Park South, N.P.S., Washington 1970 

Washington, City and Capitol, G.P.O., Washington, 1937

Historic American Buildings Survey, Capitol Gatehouses and Piers, 
Washington, D.C.
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COUNTY:
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NAME AND Tl TLE:
Helen Dillon, Historian

DATE:

November 27^ 197
BUSINESS ADDRESS:

National Capital Parks
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1100 Ohio Drive, S.W. : i . . q
PHONE:

,426-6957- ; ■
CITY OR TOWN:

Washington : . . , , ^ v' :
STATE

District of Columbia
CODE

11
12. CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION

State Liaison Officer recommendation: 
SI Yes 
□ No /

I I None
(e Liaison OflicbtiSignature

In compHance with Executive Order 11593, I hereby 
nominate this property to the National Register, certifyj^ 

ing that the State Liaison Officer has been allowed 90 
days in which to present the nomination to the State Re­
view Board and to evaluate its significance. The recom­
mended level of significance is □ National □ State 

I I Local

DateFoetal Repredsntative Signature

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.
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Form lO-aOOa UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

STATE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
IMVFMTnPV . MnUIMATirtM FODU

COUNTY

FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER I DATE

----------- MOV 0 S73|----------
(Number alt entrlea)

10, CJeograohlcal Data
LATITUDE LONGITUne

Gatehouse-N.W, corner of
15th & Constitution 38°53'33" 77°03'03"

Gatehouse«N,E. corner of
17th and Constitution 38°53'33" 77002'22"

Gatepost-N.W, Comer of
15th & Constitution 38°53'32" 77°02'03"

Gatepost-S.W. comer of
15th & Constitution 38°53'30" 77°02'03"

Gateaost-S,E. corner of
15th & Constitution 38°53'30" 77°02’01"

Gatepost-S.W, corner of
7th & Constitution 38°53’30" 77°01'28"
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WORKING NUMBER

TECH REVIEW

CONTROL REVIEW

HISTORIAN

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN

^ uuerc ConoA

ARCHEOLOGIST

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF

‘ BRA»NCH CHIEF

KEEPER

National Register write-up ______

Federal Register entry /-/-7
Send-back 

Re-submit 
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STREET AND NUMBER: GatehOUSC, N.E, corner 17th Snd Constitution Avenue

CITY OR TOWN;

Washington
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

District of Colindi>la District of Columbia 001
UDAP REFERENCe

SOURCE:

District of Columbia Department of Hlphways and Traf,
400'

PT\ \t

rehrnary.. 1965[4, REQUlRgMENTS ~ / . hj

TO BE INCI-UDEO ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundories where required.
2. North arrow.
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WASO-9 . 
(H<w, 1-966)

H30-PHB
Chief of Control

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON OFFICE

FOLLOW-UP SLIP

National Register
Date September 5, 1973

Re; U. S. Capitol Gatehouses and Gateposts /or/ Bulfinch Gatehouses and 
Gateposts

The enclosed Nomination from National Capital Parks has been professionally 

reviewed, entered on the L.C.S., and is recommended for inclusion on the 

National Register. If for any reason this Nomination is not accepted, 

please advise us.

C.^0. Meek

NOT TO BE FILED Signature



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

ROUTING AND REVIEW SLIP 
FOR

NOMINATIONS TO NATIONAL REGISTER AND LIST OF CLASSIFIED STRUCTURES
The enclosed Nominations are routed to you for your professional review and comment on the correc 
and adequacy of the statements and evaluations contained therein, supplying additional or correctiv 
formation as appropriate, Reviewer will sign his name hereon for identification and future reference 
questions arise. Use additional sheet for comment if needed and attach hereto.

/y. f'S’.

Signature:

Signature:

Signature:

5. TO: Registrar, Lcs '

I I Entered on the LCS ond forwar^^ to the Keeper of the National Register.

I I Returned to. Regional Office

Signature:

Please return bySignature
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United States Department of the Interior

IN REPLY REFER TO!

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
NATIONAL CAPITAL PARKS 

1100 OHIO DRIVE SW. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242

H30-NCP(M0U)

NATIONAL
REGISTER

Dr. William Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 202^2

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

In compliance with Executive Order 11593, I am enclosing nominations for 
ten sites within National Capital Parks for inclusion in the National 
Register of Historic Places. The Historic Preservation Officer of the 
District of Columbia, Mr. James Banks, has recommended that these nomi­
nations be included in the National Register. I would like to acknowl­
edge the assistance given in this regard by the Landmarks staff of the 
National Capital Planning Commission. The ten properties we recommend 
for listing in the National Register are:

1. Civil War Fort Sites (from.Battery Kemble, N.W. to 
Fort Greble, S.W.)

2. Pierce-KLingle Mansion (Linnaean Hill, 25L5 
Williamsburg Lane, N.W.)

^ 3. U.S. Capitol Gatehouses and Gateposts (former) now
located on the Ellipse and the Mall

4. East and West Potomac Parks
5. Lockkeeper's House, IJth Street and Constitution 

Avenue, N.W.
6. Meridian Hill Park
7. Pierce Springhouse and Art Barn, 2400 Block of 

Tilden Street, N.W.
8. Old Stone House, 3051 M Street, N.W.
9. Godey Lime Kilns, Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway 

at 27th and L Streets
10. Conduit Road Schoolhouse, 4954 MacArthur 

Boulevard, N.W.

National Parks Centennial 1872-1972



Jf

Dr. William Miirtagh 2.

We are pleased to comply with the Executive Order and will await notifi­
cation of verification of the nominations.

Sincerely yours,

Director, National Capital Parks
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

Jr-------- ---------  Date-Entered

STATE DISTRICT OF COLIREBIA 

NOV 3 0 1973

Vi-

Name

Conduit ^Schoolhouse

Old Stone House
East West Potomac Parke

Location

4954 MacArthur Boulevard, N.W. 

3051 M Street, N.W.
Bounded by Constitution Ave., 17th Street, 

Independence Ave., Washington Channel, 
Potomac River and Rock Creek Park

Lockkeeper's House, C 6 0 Canal 
Extension

Southvest comer, 17th Street and 
Constitution Ave., H.W.

U.S. Capitol Gatehouses^ and Gateposts Ellipse, 17th Street and Constitution 
Ave., H.W., Monument Grounds
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Also Notified

T: Hatlonal
Park Service

Director, National Capital Parks Region

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Hr. James G. Banks 
Room 112A, District Building 
14th and E Streets, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004
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