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U. S. Capitol Gatehouses and Gateposts (former)

AND/OR HISTORIC:

ch G

houses and Gateposts

Ellipse, 'Tth Street and Constitution Avenue, N.W. Monument Grounds

CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL EISTRICT:
Washington
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District of Columbia A District of Columbia 001

CATEGORY

ACCESSIBLE
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[] District [C] Building X] Public Public Acquisition: [] Occupied Yes:
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o - o
National Capital Parks ¢
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1100 Ohio Drive, S.W. =
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE
Washington, D.C. Districét of Columbia |11
e ' Y :
National Park Service Survey in compliance with Executive Order 11593 e
DATE OF SURVEY: 1972 [XFederal [] State [C] County ] Local e ; :
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 2 g 3
National Capital Parks nls
STREET AND NUMBER: ? g
1100 Ohio Drive, S.W. g_ -
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Washington. District of Columbia 11 _E.
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CONDITION

(Check One) -
[] Excellent ] Good XX Fair [] Deteriorated [] Ruins [[] Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
[] Altered X Unaltered X] Moved [C] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The design of the gateposts is generally attributed to Charles Bulfinch
who in 181k was commissioned to do the Capitol restoration. Until iB?E
the gateposts stood at the foot of the west capitol grounds, but in that
year were moved to their present locations. The gateposts are L4 sand-
stone pillars measuring 5' x 5' at the base and approximately 12' in
height.

The design of the gateposts is classical. Horizontal bands, around the
top of the pillars, are carved out of the posts and they are topped
with a frieze relief matching the one atop the gatehouses. The design
atop the posts is again a classical motif, voluted using the stylized
acanthus leaf form. -

£
Gatehouses

These are two gatehouses attributed to Charles Bulfinch, which formerly
stood Oon the west Capitol grounds. They are now located on the North-
west corner of 15th Street and Constitution Avenue and on the Northeast
corner of 17th Street and Constitution Avenue.

Basically, the two gatehouses are identical in design though there are
slight differences. The gatehouses are one-room structures built of
sandstone, measuring, at the base, 15'8" across the front and 15'7" acrosg
the sides. Twin stone pillars 3'7-1/2" in circumference and approximately
9—1/2' high frame the arched doorway. The rear wall is plain stone and
there are single windows in each structure on the side walls.

The buildings are classical in design, using modified doric columns, and
'a Romah-Triumphal-arch styled doorway with curved molding. There is a
frieze which is continuous around the top of the building, matchlng the
frieze around the-top of the gateposts. Atop the frieze is'a heavily
foliated scroll using the acanthus leaf and rosettes. The four corners of
the gatehouses employ the same horizontal bands as the gateposts.

The two gatehouses differ in that the columns surrounding the doorway of
the structure at 15th Street and Constitution Avenue rise directly out of
the pavement whereas the columns on the other structure are set on cement
block supports. The 15th Street and Constitution Avenue Gatehouse also

uses only six horizontal bands at the corners, while the other gatehouse

uses seven. The 17th Street gatehouse rests on a cobbled brick foundation .

with the 15th Street gatehouse restings on a cement foundation.

The 15th Street gatehouse has a temporary frame structure appended to its
rear wall, apparently for use in construction and malntenance StQIa e.
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[C] Pre-Columbian
[] 15th Century

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[] 16th Century
[C]117th Century

[] 18th Century
[X 19th Century

[C] 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

As 025

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal » 7 [JEdueation [ Pelitical:* L1 22 ] Urban Planning
[C] Prehistoric [] Engineering [C] Religion/Phi- 't <-[C] Other (Specify)
[C] Historic [] Industry losophy
[] Agriculture [] Invention [] Science
K Architecture [C] Landscape [C] Seulpture \
] Art Architecture [C] Social/Human-
[] Commerce [] Literature itarian
[] Communications ] Military [C] Theater
[] Conservation [ Music [] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Capitol gateposts and gatehouses were designed to harmonize with the
basement story of the Capitol. In 1834, in a guide to the Capitol, they
were described as "...four grand entrances to these grounds, two from

the north and south for carriages, and two from the east and west for foot
passengers. The western entrance at the foot of the hill, is flanked by
two stone lodges, highly ornamented for watch houses,..."

The two gatehouses and four gateposts are allegedly the work of Charles
Bulfinch, the architect who planned the restoration of the Capitol and
its grounds after its burning in 1814 by the British. Bulfinch was the
first native American architect to have charge of the construction of
the Capitol. He was appointed Capitol architect in 1817 and set out to
complete the plans of his predecessors. Outstanding features of his
completed design were the original low dome on the building, constructed
of wood and covered with copper.

The gatehouses were originally part of Bulfinch's Capitol.scheme but in
1874 were removed from their original location and in 1880 were recon-
structed on their present sites. In -zat the instigation of the Fine
Arts Commission, the gatehouses which had settled slightly due to
continued flooding were raised and repaired in keeping with their sig-
nificance in relation to the development of the Capitol of the United Statsgs.




Olszewski, George, The President's Park South, N.P.S., Washington 1970

Washington, City and Capitol, G.P.O.
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FORM 10-301 A
(6/72)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

1. NAME

COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)
U.S. Capitol Gatehouse Bul finch Gateghouse NOV 3¢ 1973

2. L.LOCATION

STATE COUNTY TO
District of Columbia District of Columbia "Washington

STREET AND NUMBER

Fllipse, 15th St, and Constitution Avenue, N.W,

(N,W, corner)

3. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT

National Park Service

DATE

January 1972

NEGATIVE FJLED AT
National capital Parks

1100 Ohio Drive, S,W,

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Front east facade of Gatehouse

GPO 932.009






UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FORM 10-301 A NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

e NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

1. NAME

COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)
U.S. Capitol Gateposts Bulfinch Gateposts /Y

2. LOCATION

STATE COUNTY TOWN
District of Columbia District of Columbia Washington

STREET AND NUMBER
Southeast, Southwest and Northwest corner of 15th St, and Constitution Aves,, NW,

3. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT DATE . NEGATIVE FILED AT

National Park Service January 1972 National Capital Parks
1100 Ohio Drive, S.W.

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

i [GPO 932.009
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
{July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF'-.HISTEORIC PLACES COUNTY
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ikdo NUMBER3 st

U.S. Capitol Gatehouses and Gateposts (former)

Ga»t-::hbus: N.E. corner 17th St &nd Constitution Avenue
. ' t

STREET AND NUM BER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Washington

STATE: CODE |COUNTY: coDpE

District of Columbia

SOURCE:

District of Columbia De
ISCALE: l' = 400"

DATE:

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ittt bk sl

comvon: U,S, Capitol Gatehouses and Gateposts (former)

AND/OR HISTORIC:

R A saDes Chtehamie N.E.ucorner 17th and Const: Gateposts, N.W., S.W,

& S,E, comner 15th and Const, and S,W, Eorner 7th and Constitution, N.W,

CITY OR TOWN:

| Washington

STATE: copE |COUNTY: CODE

District of Columbia

ce
District of Columbia Department of Highwavs and Traffic L ol
Ecace 1" = 400 AL

DATE

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.




WASO-9? a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(Nows 1966) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON OFFICE

H30-PHB
- FOLLOW-UP SLIP
To: = * Chief of Control Date September 5, 1973

National Register

Re: U. S. Capitol Gatehouses and Gateposts /or/ Bulfinch Gatehouses and
Gateposts '

The enclosed Nomination from National Capital Parks has been professionally
reviewed, entered on the L.C.S., and is recommended for inclusion on the
National Register. If for any reason this Nomination is not accepted,

please advise us.

C.”0. Meek

NOT TO BE FILED Signature




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

ROUTING AND REVIEW SLIP
FOR

NOMINATIONS TO NATIONAL REGISTER AND LIST OF CLASSIFIED STRUCTURES

The enclosed Nominations are routed to you for your professional review and comment on the correctness
and adequacy of the statements and evaluations contained therein, supplying additional or corrective in-

formation as appropriate, Reviewer will sign his name hereon for identification and future reference should

questions arise. Use additional sheet for comment if needed and attach hereto.
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Signature: MM [,da/
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4. TO: PHR @Ué P {‘\7“ miijl ‘

F i /
Signature: ML ?//St/.? >

5. T0: REGISTRAR, LCS - 34)3 ~ i 720 L S7

D Entered on the LCS and forwarddd to the Keeper of the National Register.

D Returned to Regional Office

Signature:

Signature Date Please return by

P TIE~T AUG 10 1973




United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL CAPITAL PARKS
1100 OHIO DRIVE SW.

IN REPLYREFER TOS WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242

H30-NCP(MOU)

1973
Dr. William Murtagh NATIONAL
Keeper of the National Register REGISTER )~

National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

In compliance with Executive Order 11593, I am enclosing nominations for
ten sites within National Capital Parks for inclusion in the National
Register of Historic Places. The Historic Preservation Officer of the
District of Columbia, Mr. James Banks, has recommended that these nomi-
nations be included in the National Register. I would like to acknowl-
edge the assistance given in this regard by the Landmarks staff of the
National Capital Planning Commission. The ten properties'we recommend
for listing in the National Register are:

1. Civil War Fort Sites (from Battery Kemble, N.W. to
Fort Greble, S.W.)
2. Pierce-Klingle Mansion (Linnaean Hill, 2545
Williamsburg Lane, N.W.) _
3. U.S. Capitol Gatehouses and Gateposts (former) now
located on the Ellipse and the Mall
4. East and West Potomac Parks
5. Lockkeeper's House, 1T7th Street and Constitution
Avenue, N.W.
6. Meridian Hill Park
7. Pierce Springhouse and Art Barn, 2400 Block of
Tilden Street, N.W.
8 01ld Stone House, 3051 M Street, N.W.
9. Godey Lime Kilns, Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway
at 27th and L Streets
10. Conduit Road Schoolhouse, 4954 MacArthur
Boulevard, N.W.

@

National Parks Centennial 1872-1972



Dr. William Murtagh 2.

We are pleased to comply with the Executive Order and will await notifi-
cation of verification of the nominations.

Sincerely yours,

: e
fz§2524141-aéizif?fééézybx¢4r>~\~_—/

Director, National Capital Parks
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

o ..—....— _— ___Date Entered .

NOV 30 173

Name

Conduit  Schoclhouse
01d Stoni Hougs

East and West Potomac Parks

Lockkeeper's House, C & O Canal
Extension

[ U.S. Capitol Gatehouses and Gateposts

Location
4954 MacArthur Boulevard, N.W.
3051 M Street, N.W.
Bounded by Constitution Ave., 17th Street,
Independence Ave., Washington Channel,

Potomac R1Vet>agd Rock Creek Park

Southwest cornmer, 17th Street and
Constitution Ave., N.W.

Ellipse, 17th Street and Constitution
Ave., N.W., Monument Grounds

Also Notified’

Hon. Walter E, Fauntroy
Mr. Lawrence C. hadley, National

Park Service

Director, National Capital Parks Region

State Historic Preservation Officer
Mr. James G. Banks

Room 112A, District Building

14th end E Streets, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004

PR MMOTT: pl 12/4/73
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