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(Type atl entries — complete applicable sections)

District of Columbia
COUNTY:

District of Columbia
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

69-05-08-001^ 5/25/6C
1. name

COMMON:

Christ Church, Washington Parish
AND/OR HISTORIC:

Christ Church, Navy Yard
2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

620 G Street. S.E.
CITY OR TOWN:

Washington

REC;S, ■ -‘-I

District of Columbia District of Columbia 001
3. CLASSIFICATION

STATUS
ACCESSIBLE

TO THE PUBLIC

Occupied ^

Unoccupied HH

Preservation work
In progress □

Yes:

Restricted

Unrestricted □
No: □

«/>
Z

o

CATEGORY 
(Check One)

District Q Building
Site □ Structure Q

Object □

OWNERSHIP

Public
Private
Both

□
□

Public Acquisition:
In Process Q
Being Considered D

PRESENT USE (Check One or Afore as /Ippropriafe)
13 Agricultural □ Government □ Park □O' Commercial □ Industrial □ Private Residence □
1- Educational □ Military □ Religious

cr>
Entertainment □ Museum □ Scientific □

Transportation □ Comments 
Other (Specify) □ __________

n

14. OWNER OF PROPERTY

UJ
UJ

(/)

OWNERS NAME:

Christ Church. Washington Parish
STREET AND NUMBER:

620 G Street^ S,E,
CITY OR TOWN:

Washington

STATE:

of Columbia c*-
| 5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

T?Ar*nY'H^r» r>'F a
STREET AND NUMBER:

6th and D Streets. N.W.

ooH
•

CITY OR TOWN:
STATE CODE

Washington District of Columbia 08 “ i
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 30.212 SOliarP fPSt cr H

• <
6. REPRESENTATION fN EXISTING SURVEYS/

TITLE OFsuRVEY:p^Qp^gg^ District of Columbia Additions to the National Regis­
ter of Historio Properties reroTTiTne-nrlerl bv Joint Conmiittee on Landmarks

DATE OF SURVEY: 1968 Federal State (□ County □ Local [□

a
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECOR^DS: (

National Canital PlanninP" rommission '
STREET AND NUMBER: <

726 .TarVsnn M.W.
CITY OR TOWN:

STATE: CODE :

ncT'hrt-n District of Columbia 08 'S



DESCRIPTION

CONDITION

INTEGRITY

Excellent ^ Good □ Fair □
(Check One) 

Deteriorated Q Ruins Q Unexposed Q

('Check One;
Altered ^ Unaltered Q

(Check One)
Moved □ Original Site g

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Christ Church, facing south at 620 G St., S.E., and set back from the 
street behind an iron fence and wide expanse of lawn, is U6'3" side x 111*8" 
long including the porch, narthex, nave and chancel. It is basically a rec­
tangular, gable-roofed, stuccoed building in Gotjiig^ftyle with a small 
entrance porch and a high square tower over the'narthex. The church as it 
exists today is the result of a number of additions which have so altered 
Latrobe's building as to make it almost unrecognizable. Although no plans of 
the original church exist, vestry records and other sources permit a reason­
ably accurate reconstruction of its l63-year evolution from Latrobe to the 
present.

Originally, it must have been a very simple rectangular 2-story gable- 
roofed structure about 38' wide x 1+5' long on the interior with a U-shaped 
gallery over a 2-aisled ground floor. The celling treatment was much as it 
is today, flat over the side aisles with the elliptically vaulted cove 
ceiling over the nave. The exterior was of flemish-bond brick probably with 
four window bays in the side walls and two doors in the gabled front leading 
directly into the two aisles. The style of the church may have been Gothic 
since Latrobe's Bank of Philadelphia of the same year had battlements of a 
sort cand stone pinnacles similar to those on Christ Church now.

In the first alteration of l82l+ the building was extended about 20' at 
the north end adding two windoW'%gEyF"^and Increasing the mmiber of pews from 
1+2 to 58. In I8I+9 the narthex (1+0'6" wide x 11'6" deep) and the square bell 
tower (approx. 57' high) were added.| The new narthex with its central 
entrance door protected the congregation from cold drafts previously suffered 
when the exterior doors led directly into the nave. It also allowed the gal­
lery stairs to be moved to their present position in the vestibule, making 
room inside the nave for a pair of stoves. The battlemented Gothic exterior 
design that emerged after this alteration may have been derived from an ' i 
illustration j.n Bishop Hopkins' I8I+I+ Essay on Gothic Architecture.

In 1877 under the direction of architect William H. Hoffman, the east 
and west* galleries were removed and the old gallery supports were replaced 
by the present tall, slender cast-iron columns which had become essential . 
for the support of the roof. The stained glass lancet windows were probably 
installed at this time,/ and a convex apse cut into the north wall to make a 
chancel section for the altar. The present grey-brown pebbledash stucco 
intended to give the exterior the appearance of stone must also have been 
applied around this period.

In 1891 the tower was raised some I6' to its present 73' height and 
the sihgle-story projecting entrance porch (U'll" deep x 9'8" wide) was added 
to the n'Arthex. The original Joists and floor were also removed, a cellar 
dug, and the new floor then laid on joists placed on sustaining walls inde­
pendent of the outside walls. At the same time the chancel windows were 
removed and the interior frescoed and elaborately decorated in the Victorian 
manner.^

In 1921 architect Delos H. Smith removed the frescoes and treated the 
walls to resemble Venetian Marble blocks. To make room for the choir the 
chancel was enlarged to its present 23'll" length x I9' width with a gable 
roof. The south remnant of the original gallery which had been used for the

(Continued on Form 10-300a)
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Form 10-300a 
(Dec. 1968)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTOR 1C P LACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

STATE

District of Coluabia
COUNTY

District of Columbia
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

69-05-08-0013 5/25/6<)
(Number atl entries)

7. Description—Christ Church

choir was then removed. Two new stained-glass windows, one dedicated to the 
WWI soldiers from the church and one in memory of Rev. Charles D. Andrews, were 
installed in the two northernmost windows of the side malls. The Crucifixion 
window at the end of the chancel, a memorial to th'e mothers of the church, dates 
from 1927. ' , - ' / , ,

The last alteration of the church in under the direction of archi­
tect Horace M. Peaslee was an attempt to reconcile" the additions of the years 
with the basic plan and intention of Latrobe. The high pointed arch leading 
into the chancel was removed and the gable roof of the chancel raised to enable 
the cove ceiling to be extended the full length of the church. The two chancel 
columns added at this time are wood copies of the earlier cast-iron columns. 
Piers supporting the tower were covered to restore some of the simplicity of 
the south nave wall. Cut into the center of this wall is a pointed arch 
opening which overlooks the nave from the small gallery 6n the second floor of 
the tower. In addition to new fixtures, wiring, plastering and painting, the 
foundations were secured and the floor repaired. The interior today which is a 
result of this 1953-5^ "teeoneiliation" has simple plaster walls, ceiling and 
columns painted white with stained walnut panelled wainscoting and oak pews 
with cherry molding. The principal decorative elements are the stained-glass 
windows, the altar, modern lighting fixtures and red velvet seat cushions.

On the pxteripru 'south facade, little changed since I891, the small flat- 
roofed entrance porch has a pointed-arch double entrance door, small lancet 
windows in either side wall and a crowning crenellated parapet with small 
corner towers. ' On either wall of the gabled narthex a twoiipointed lancet, wood 
framed, stained-glass window is set within a pointed arch. At either end of 
the narthex wall is a small vertical buttress ending above the roof line in a 
white, pointed, galvanized iron pinnacle. The top of the gabled wall is cren­
ellated. The bell tower behind the porch is framed by slender, double, two- 
stage buttresses with gabled caps. ■' On the second story level above the porch 
is a three-pointed stained glass window set within a pointed arch. Above this 
window three pointed-arch niches with common mullions and sills are topped with 
tiny trefoil windows. Over these niches two stained-glass lancet window with a 
small pointed-arch niche between share a common sill moulding. On eich side of 
the fifth level of the tower there is a circular stained—glass window compose4 
of six circles surrounding a central one. / The top of the tower has a dogtooth 
cornice and a crenellated parapet, with galvanized iron pinnacles on square 
piers at each of the four corners,'

Receive
^ MAY 211969
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{$■ SIGNIRCANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Pre-Columbian □ 16th Century □

15th Century Q] 17th Century Q

1806-18OY

18th Century □ 
19th Century ®

20th Century □

SPECtFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

J^ban

'^^h, i

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginai Education □ Political □Prehistoric □ Engineering □ Religion/Phi­
Historic -□ Industry □ losophy aAgriculture □ Invention □ Science □Art □ Londscape Sculpture □Commerce □ Architecture □ Social/Human­

Communications □ Literature □ itarian aConservation □ Military □ Theater □Music □ Transportation □
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

The Joint Committee on Landmarks has designated Christ Church, Washing­
ton Parish, a Category II Landmark of importance which contributes signifi­
cantly to the cultural heritage and visual beauty of the District of Colum­
bia. Christ Church is the mother church of Washington’s Episcopal parish. 
For 175 years this church and its congregation have played an important role 
in the life of Capitol Hill. Several early Presidents worshipped there.
One of its most prominent recent members was John Philip Sousa who was bap­
tized, confirmed, married and buried from Christ Church. The church was 
designed ly the great American architect Benjamin H. Latrobe; and, although 
it has been greatly altered and enlarged,-irt still retains elements ef 
Latrobe's original design. It should be preserved,

Washington Parish (Episcopal) including all of Washington and George­
town, was incorporated by an Act of the Maryland Legislature on December 2h, 
179^. On May 25, 1795, the Reverend George Ralph was chosen as the first 
rector. Among the first vestrymen were William Deakins, Jr,, John Templeman 
Thomas Johnson, Jr., and Gustavus Scott, one of the City Commissioners. The 
Reverent Andrew McCormick, the second rector, served for 25 years, from 
1798. Services were held in an old tobacco warehouse on New Jersey Avenue 
near D Street, S.E., Tintil I807, Thomas Jefferson regularly attended 
services at this warehouse church.

In 1806 William Prout donated the present site near the Navy Yard on 
the provision that a church be built within one year. Latrobe reportedly 
designed the building in five days, [R.P. Ennis of the University of Dela­
ware has recently advanced the theory that Robert Alexander and not Latrobe 
designed the church. In view of the long tradition and substantial data 
linking Latrobe’s name to the design of the church, Ennis' arguments do not 
appear conclusive enough to warrant a change of attribution at this time.] 
The cornerstone of the building was laid on August 3, I806, by the Masons of 
Washington Naval Lodge Number 4l, George Blagden, the principal masonry 
conttactdp :- for Latrobe at the CapitoT," Mg'the contractor. Willite 
Thackara, Latrobe’s favorite plasterer, also working with him at the Capitol 
piastefed the cove part of the ceiling free of charge. On August 9, 1807, 
the first service was held in the church at first known only as the "New 
Ihurch in the Navy Yard," On August 20, I807, the vestry formally adopted 

Christ Church. The church was formally consecrated on October 8, 
I0O9, by the Right Reverend Thomas John Claggett, "Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of the State of Maryland and that part of the District of

(Continued on Form 10-300a)
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9- htAJOR B t B LIOG R A PH IC A i. REFER E N C E S

Ifemlin, Talbot, Benjamin Henry Latrobe, N.Y.: Oxford Univ. Press, 1955. 
Ennis, R.B., "A Brie'f History of the Architecture of Christ Church, Washing­
ton Parish," Unpublished Manuscript. Historic American Buildings Survey, 
(DC-48) 10 sheets (1953, including plot plan, plan, elevations, sections, 
details); 2 ext. photos (1939); 2 data pages (1941). Vestry Records, 
Christ Church. Washingtoniana Collection, D.C. Pxoblic Library. Eberlein, 
Harold Donaldson, and Cortlandt Van Dyke Hubbard, Historic Houses of George- 
Tovm and Washington City, Richmond, Va: The Dietz Press, Inc., 1958.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 0 » m O » n

NE 0 t m O * m

SE O f m O t m

SW 9 • • O 1 m

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN pN_E ACRE
LATITUDE

LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

38 ° 52’ 54'
Degrees Minutes Seconds

76 ° 59’ 52 ”

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE:

11. FORM PREPARED BY

CODE COUNTY

COUNTY:

NAME AND TITLE:

Nancy C. Taylor, Landmarks Historian
ORGANI ZATION

DATE

National Capital Planning Commission Mflv fi. IPRQ
STREET AND NUMBER:

726 Jackson Place. N.W.
CITY OR TOWN:

STATE CODE

Washineton Dt C'hr'T r**t“ r\-p -OS----,
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA 1 ION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:

National □ State Local □

Name

Title Deputy Mayor-Commissioner

Bate May 12, 1969

national register VERtFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

N •dL
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date MAY 2 5 1955
ATTEST:

Keeper of Th«'National Register

r,„. MAY 2 6 1969
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Form 10-300a 
(Dec. 1968)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTOR 1C PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

district of Colunbie

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

bQ-OS-OS-OQl^ 5/25/69
(Number all entries)

8. Significance—Chiist Chiirch

Columbia, north of the Potomac." Rental of pews provided the parish's chief
denrof°fv,ffin™rH S""?® regularly reserved: one for the Presi-
dent of the United States; one for the donor of the land, Mr. Prout; and one
for the rector s family. Presidents Madison and Monroe reportedly attended 
services in the church, as did the U.S. Marines from the Marine Barracks.

+ ® rectory was built in lQ2k, at the time the nave was

the Civil War. The present Parish Hall was built in 1874. In 1924 the first 
rectory was razed and the present one built on the same site. In I966 a two- 
stopr addition to the Parish Hall was constructed and the enlarged building

Reverend Edward Gabler, priest and rector from 1928 
9 . Christ Chiirch is celebrating its 175th anniversary this May: 25th.

21 1969
tJAT/ONAL /, 
RHG/sr£;j



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

(LkMxit dAu/te-i_y

O resubmission
□ nomination by person or local government 
[Z1 owner objection
□ appeal

Substantive Review: □ sample □ request

Working No.__________
Fed. Reg. Date:________
Date Due:____________
Action:  ACCEPT.

___ RETURN.
___ REJECT.

Federal Agency:

n appeal □ NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer_____
Discipline_____
Date_________

. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership
Public Acquisition

Status
Accessible

Present Use

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? d yes d no

7. Description

Condition
d excellent 
dl good 
dfair

1 1 deteriorated
1 1 ruins
1 1 unexposed

Check one 
d unaltered 
d altered

Check one 
d original site 
d moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

□ summary paragraph
□ completeness
□ clarity
□ alterations/integrity
□ dates
I I boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

□ summary paragraph 
C] completeness
CH clarity
O applicable criteria
□ justification of areas checked
□ relating significance to the resource 
(Z3 context
□ relationship of integrity to significance
□ justification of exception
□ other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date

13. Other

□ Maps
□ Photographs
□ Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:

I - Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

NAT

STATE

'.J^.yNTY'^

umhie^
-i'VLiJFOR'KPXuSE ONLY

t: 1 N’UWiBER DATE

Q-nt^-nfiL

COMMON: Christ Church. Washington Parish REGISTER A
AND/OR HISTORIC: Qhr 1 st ChurcK. Navy Yard

^ \y2. LOCATION
STREET AND NUM BER:

620 G Street. S.E.
CITY OR TOWN:

^W_ashi ngtnn
STATE:

District of Columbia
COUNTY:

District of Columbia QQl
3. MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE;

District of Columbia Department of Highways and Traffic
SCALE; 1" = 400

February 1965
4. REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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620 G STREET, S.E. + WASHINGTON, D. C 20003 + (202)547-9300

The Rev. David Dunning, Rector 
April 14, 1969

Dr. Ernest Connally
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
National Parks Service 
Washington, D.C. 20025

Dear Dr. Connally:

We are delighted that you have consented to participate in a signing 
ceremony on Sunday afternoon. May 25, which will officially place the 
Christ Church, Washington Parish on the National Register.

It would be an honor for our congregation and the community if you would 
say a few remarks just before the signing ceremony. If you prefer not 
to do so, we understand, but it would be a special plus for our audience 
and add immeasurably to this historic occasion. We are planning to have 
a band concert and light refreshments immediately following the signing, 
and of course, we hope very much that you and Mrs. Connally will be 
our guests.

As soon as we firm up the other details of the afternoon, I will be back 
in touch with you. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate 
to call me.

With my deep appreciation for your help, and all best wishes.

Faithfullyjrours

The^Rdv. David Dunning
Rector

DD/sal

WASHINGTON’S FIRST PARISH CHURCH + FOUNDED A.D. 1794
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lUietor^ Ciirise Church 
«20 C Struct, S, %, 
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,■. .i,

S.sA »v*'-As“A?i.*iir. :i*'>'"^"«;. .. vte:*m«aS¥ite
iMMur Hr. Omaiag: <»».;,v:
Confinslng the recent telephone cell fro® tsy office, I era pleased 
and honored to participate in the ceressony <m Sunday afternoon. 
May 25. I shall ba prepared to «ay a fev rewarks before foreclly 
signing the entry o{ Christ Chur«^ into tihe National Ilegieter.

.4 m p

When it is coawaleat I should be pleased to know farther details 
of the pTogrsffi. Pertlcularly I should like to kxtov where end et 
what tine you expect so. It probahly will he noat ecHBOOalimt 
slsq»ly to tclophone this InforsMititm to ay offieo. mtid»ar is 
343-2373 or 343-2532.

V'>i
:'' -•'' '■'

i,:i

’S^.cn'
Plssso be ssootttd bov aueh X looJt forward to being with you.

Slacorely yours.

’i: M-

Is-'. <.:
., ■ >' "’<,v

/‘ml

?'.<•,. jf.

Ernest Allen Connally

.V

• •'?.!*>;-.^>

Eracst Allen Cootwiily *' -..,1^ ,f*?
Chief, Office of Archeology ;

and Historic rreservatioa :S ■■ -dfe

cc: ■ s-" ■ 4 -4'
Regional Director, Ifstidnal Capital - w/c Inc, ■ '

jig - m/c Inc. 
T - w/c Inc.
H ~ w/c inc. ;^^-= /Plplpf ii
KAConoally:alw

i vj; ' W- 5..^,

'P/1?'
3^-P: ;'v. ,-y.

:!BASIC FILE RETAINED

i'i^" 4-^'' .P ■ ? ‘41 .«■ ... ^
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620 G STREET, S.E. + WA.SHTNGTONf D C ?0n0^ + (202)547-9300
The Rev. David Dunning, Rector 

May 7, 1969

Dear Dr. Murtag:

On Sunday, May 25, 1969, the oldest Episcopal parish in Washington 
will celebrate the 175th anniversary of its founding in 1794. We 
would be honored if you could be with us and other Washington 
officials for the 11 AM service that day in Christ Church on 
Capitol Hill.

Christ Church was designed by the great architect Benjamin Latrobe 
in 1807. It is considered to be a small jewel of folk-Gothic 
architecture, one of the earliest examples of the kind in the United 
States. Two presidents worshipped in the structure; James Madison 
and James Monroe. A third, Thomas Jefferson, was a member of the 
original congregation, which held services in an old tobacco barn 
on Capitol Hill. John Phillip Sousa was born on the same street as 
Christ Church, was baptized and marrie^ here, and is buried in our 
graveyard. Congressional Cemetery.

We are planning an exciting program for May 25; one that goes back 
to the roots of this church. We will celebrate with the original 
18th century service, costumes, and music of the period, with the 
collaboration of the Marine Corps Band, associated with Christ 
Church since its early days. A reception with light refreshments 
will follow.

We realize that you have full schedules. However, we would be 
most pleased if you could worship with us in this beautiful and 
historic place.

Since Christ Church is small, we would be grateful if your secretary 
could call our office, 547-9300, between 9:30 AM and 2:30 PM, and 
let us know if you will be able to join our distinguished guests.

Faithfully yourSj

With all best wishes.

The Rev. David Dunning '
Rector ^ y____

WASHINGTON’S FIRST PARISH CHURCH + POUNDED A.D. 1794
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620 G STREET, S.E. + WASHINGTON, D. C 20003 + (202)547-9300

The Rev. David Dunning, Rector

May 12, 1969

Dear Dr. Murtog;

In conjunction with the 175th Anniversary of Christ Church, 
Washington Parish, on Capitol Hill we would be honored if you 
co^xld join us for a signing ceremony and band concert at 4:00 pm 
on Sunday, May 25, 1969.

Dr. Ernest A. Connally, Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic 
Preservation will officially authorize Christ Church to be put on 
the National Register for Historic Places. Immediately following 
this ceremony, the United States Marine Band will present a 
community concert on the front lawn of the church grounds,

I do hope that you can be with us and participate in this historic 
occasion. Since we will have reserved seating for the ceremony, 
would you please have your secretary call 547-9300 between 9:30 am 
and 2:00 pm and let us know if you can join us.

With all best wishes.

Sincerely,

The Rev. bavid Dunning 

Rector

WASHINGTON’S FIRST PARISH CHURCH -j- POUNDED A.D. 1794
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