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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Christ Church, facing south at 620 G St., S.E., and set back from the
street behind an iron fence and wide expanse of lawn, is 46'3" side x 111'8"
long including the porch, narthex, nave and chancel. It is basically a rec-
tangular, gable-roofed, stuccoed building in Gothic style with a small
entrance porch and a high square tower over“the narthex. The church as it
exists today is the result of a number of additions which have so altered
Latrobe's building as to make it almost unrecognizable. Although no plans of]
the original church exist, vestry records and other sources permit a reason-
ably accurate reconstruction of its 163-year evolution from Latrobe to the
present.

Originally, it must have been a very simple rectangular 2-story gable-
roofed structure about 38' wide x 45' long on the interior with a U-shaped
gallery over a 2-aisled ground floor. The ceiling treatment was much as it
is today, flat over the side aisles with the elliptically vaulted cove
ceiling over the nave. The exterior was of flemish-bond brick probably with
four window bays in the side walls and two doors in the gabled front leading
directly into the two aisles, The style of the church may have been Gothic
since Latrobe's Bank of Philadelphia of the same year had battlements of a
sort and stone pinnacles similar to those on Christ Church now.

the north end adding two window-bg#&"and increasing the number of pews from
42 to 58. 1In 1849 the narthex (40'6" wide x 11'6" deep) and the square bell
tower (approx. 57' high) were added.| The new narthex with its central
entrance door protected the congregafion from cold drafts previously suffered
when the exterior doors led directly into the nave. It also allowed the gal-
lery stairs to be moved to their present position in the vestibule, making
room inside the nave for a pair of stoves. The battlemented Gothic exterior
design that emerged after this alteration may have been derived from an
illustration in Bishop Hopkins' 18LL Essay on Gothic Architecture,

In 1877 under the direction of architect William H. Hoffman, the east
and west galleries were removed and the old gallery supports were replaced
by the present tall, slender cast-iron columns which had become essential
for the support of the roof. The stained glass lancet windows were probably
installed at this time,/ and a convex apse cut into the north wall to make a
chancel section for the altar. /The present grey-brown pebbledash stucco
intended to give the exterior the appearance of stone must also have been
applied around this period.

'In 1891 the tower was raised some 16' to its present 73' height and
the single-story projecting entrance porch (4'11" deep x 9'8" wide) was added
to the narthex. The original joists and floor were also removed, a cellar
dug, and the new floor then laid on joists placed on sustaining walls inde-
pendent of the outside walls. At the same time the chancel windows were
removed and the interior frescoed and elaborately decorated in the Victorian
manner. /

In 1921 architect Delos H., Smith removed the frescoes and treated the
walls to resemble Venetian Marble blocks. To make room for the choir the
chancel was enlarged to its present 23'11" length x 19' width with a gable
roof. The south remnant of the original gallery which had been used for the

(Continued on Form 10-300a)

In the first alteration of 1824 the building was extended about 20' at |[X
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T. Description--Christ Church

choir was then removed. Two new stained-glass windows, one dedicated to the
WWI soldiers from the church and one in memory of Rev, Charles D. Andrews, were
installed in the two northernmost windows of the side walls. The Crucifixion
window at the end of the chancel, a memorial to tHe mothers of the church, dates
from 1927, S a VA

The last alteration of the church in 1953=54 under the direction of archi-
tect Horace M. Peaslee was an attempt to reconcile the additions of the years
with the basic plan and intention of Latrobe. The high pointed arch leading
into the chancel was removed and the gable roof of the chancel raised to enable
the cove ceiling to be extended the full length of the church. The two chancel
columns added at this time are wood copies of the earlier cast-iron columns.
Piers supporting the tower were covered to restore some of the simplicity of
the south nave wall. Cut into the center of this wall is a pointed arch
opening which overlooks the nave from the small gallery on the second floor of
the tower. In addition to new fixtures, wiring, plastering and painting, the
foundations were secured and the floor repaired. The interior today which is a
result of this 1953-54 "reeonciliation" has simple plaster walls, ceiling and
columns painted white with stained walnut panelled wainscoting and oak pews
with cherry molding. The principal decorative elehents are the stained-glass
windows, the altar, modern lighting fixtures and red velvet seat cushions.

On the exterior. /south facade, little changed since 1891, the small flat-
roofed entrance porch has a pointed-arch double entrance door, small lancet
windows in either side wall and a crowning crenellated parapet with small
corner towers.’ On either wall of the gabled narthex a two=pointed lancet, wood
framed, stained-glass window is set within a pointed arch. At either end of
the narthex wall is a small vertical buttress ending above the roof line in a
white, pointed, galvanized iron pinnacle. /The top of the gabled wall is cren-
ellated. The bell tower behind the porch is framed by slender, double, two-
stage buttresses with gabled caps.’/ On the second story level above the porch
is a three-pointed stained glass window set within a pointed arch. Above this
window three pointed-arch niches with common mullions and sills are topped with
tiny trefoil windows. Over these niches two stained-glass lancet window with a
small pointed-arch niche between share a common sill moulding. On edch side of
the fifth level of the tower there is a circular stained-glass window composed
of six circles surrounding a central one, / The top of the tower has a dogtooth
cornice and a crenellated parapet, with galvanized iron pinnacles on square
piers at each of the four cornersy

RECENED
MAY 211969 |\~

NATIONAL /i
REGISTER A&




INSTRUCTIONS

8 A8 -

NCE.

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian [] 16th Century [] 18th Century [] 20th Century []
15th Century O 17th Century [] 19th Century [X]

O b O
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 10UG-1080T

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal Education d Political O
Prehistoric O Engineering O Religion/Phi-
Historic O Industry O losophy ]

Agriculture O Invention O Science O

Art O Landscape Sculpture O

Commerce [} Architecture [ ] Social/Human-

Communications [] Literature O itarian =

Conservation O Military O Theater O

Music [ Transportation [ ]

il

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

The Joint Committee on Landmarks has designated Christ Church, Washing-
ton Parish, a Category II Landmark of importance which contributes signifi-
cantly to the cultural heritage and visual beauty of the District of Colum-
bia. Christ Church is the mother church of Washington's Episcopal parish,
For 175 years this church and its congregation have played an important role
in the life of Capitol Hill, Several early Presidents worshipped there,

One of its most prominent recent members was John Philip Sousa who was bap-
tized, confirmed, married and buried from Ch¥ist Church. The church was
designed by the great American architect Benjamin H, Latrobe; and, although
it has been greatly altered and enlarged, it still retains elements of
Latrobe's original design, It should be preserved,

Washington Parish (Episcopal) including all of Washington and George-
town, was incorporated by an Act of the Maryland Legislature on December 2.,
1794, On May 25, 1795, the Reverend George Ralph was chosen as the first
rector. Among the first vestrymen were William Deakins, Jr,, John Templeman
Thomas Johnson, Jr,, and Gustavus Scott, one of the @ity Commissioners. The
Reverent Andrew McCormick, the second rector, served for 25 years, from
1798. Services were held in an old tobacco warehouse on New Jersey Avenue
near D Street, S.E,, until 1807, Thomag Jefferson regularly attended
services at this warehouse church. ’

In 1806 William Prout donated the present site near the Navy Yard on
the provision that a church be built within one year. Latrobe reportedly
designed the building in five days. [R.P, Ennis of the University of Dela-
are has recently advanced the theory that Robert Alexander and not Latrobe
designed the church, In view of the long tradition and siubstantial data
linking Latrobe's name to the design of the church, Ennis' arguments do not
appear conclusive enough to warrant s change of attribution at this time.]
The cornerstone of the building was laid on August 3, 1806, by the Masons of
Washington Naval Lodge Number L1, George Blagden, the principal masonry
contbactér for Latrobe at the CapiﬁBI}“WﬁS“thé'contractor._ William
fhackara, Latrobe's favorite plasterer, also working with him at the Capitol
plestered the cove part of the ceiling free of charge, On August 9, 1807,
the first service was held in the church at first known only as the "New
Church in the Navy Yard," On August 20, 1807, the vestry formally adopbed
the name "Christ Church." The church was formally consecrated on October 8,
1809, by the Right Reverend Thomas John Claggett, "Bishop of the Protestant
fipiscopal Church of the State of Maryland and that part of the District of

(Continued on Form 10-300a)
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8. Significance--Chiist Church

Columbia, north of the Potomac." Rental of pews provided the parish's chief
source of income. Three free bews were regularly reserved: one for the Presi-
dent of the United States; one for the donor of the land, Mr. Prout; and one
for the rector's family. Presidents Madison and Monroe reportedly attended
services in the church, as did the U.S. Marines from the Marine Barracks.

The church's first rectory was built in 1824, at the time the nave was
extended. The bell tower added in 1849 was used as an observation post during
the Civil War. The present Parish Hall was built in 187L4. In 1924 the first
rectory was rezed and the present one built on the same site. In 1966 a two-
story addition to the Parish Hall was constructed and the enlarged building
dedicated to the memory of Reverend Edward Gabler, priest and rector from 1928
to 1944, Christ Church is celebrating its 175th anniversary this May: 25th.
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620G S! REET, S.E. + WASHINGTON, D. C. 20!03 + (202)547-9300

+ ON CAPITOL HILL

CHRIST CHURCH + WASHINGION PARISH

The Rev. David Dunning, Rector
April 14, 1969

Dr. Ernest Connally

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

National Parks Service . .
Washington, D.C. 20025

Dear Dr. Connally:

We are delighted that you have consented to participate in a signing
ceremony on Sunday afternoon, May 25, which will officially place the
Christ Church, Washington Parish on the National Register.

It would be an honor for our congregation and the community if you would
say a few remarks just before the signing ceremony. If you prefer not
to do so, we understand, but it would be a special plus for our audience
and add immeasurably to this historic occasion. We are planning to have
a band concert and light refreshments immediately following the signing,
and of course, we hope very much that you and Mrs. Connally will be

our guests.

As soon as we firm up the other details of the afternoon, I will be back
in touch with you. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate

to call me.

With my deep appreciation for your help, and all best wishes,

Faithfully yours, ~

~
o
éiﬁ,;;>{Q5;::;,;;nnrég »j7

Rector ;

DD/sal

W ASHINGTON’S FIRST PARISH CHURCH + FOUNDED A.D. 1794



A20-3
Hay 9, 1369

The Reverend David Dunning
Rector, Christ Church

620 G Street, 5. H.
Vashington, P. €. 20003

Pear Mr, Dumaing:

Gonfirming the recant telephone call from my office. I am plessed
and honored te participate in the ceremony on Sunday afterncen,
May 25. I shall be prepared to say a few remarks before formelly
signing the entry of Christ Chureh iate the YNational Register.

vhen it is convenieat I should ba pleased to know further detalls
‘of the program. Psarticularly I should 1ike to kuow where and at
what time you expect me. Iz muuuhmmﬁmn
sioply te telephone this information n wy office. ¥y numbar s
343-2573 or 343-2532.

Please be assuved how much I look fervard to being wirh yeu.
Sincerely yours,

Ernest Allen Conhally

Eranest Allen Copnally
Chief, Office of Archeology
and Historic Preservation

cc:
Regional Director, Matiomal Capital - w/c ime.

Ln__.u/c ine.
. ',e hc.

’ H -~ w/e ine.

!mmndly:dt

_ BASIC FILE RETAINED TN H




CHRIST CHURCH + WASHINGTON PARISH + ON CAPITOL HILL

620 G STREET, S.E. + WASHINGTON_DR.L£.20003 + (202)547-9300
The Rev. David Dunning, Rector
May 7, 1969

Dear Dr. Murtag:

On Sunday, May 25, 1969, the oldest Episcopal parish in Washington
will celebrate the 175th anniversary of its founding in 1794. We
would be honored if you could be with us and other Washington
officials for the 11 AM service that day in Christ Church on
Capitol Hill.

Christ Church was designed by the great architect Benjamin Latrobe
in 1807. It is considered to be a small jewel of folk-Gothic
architecture, one of the earliest examples of the kind in the United
States, Two presidents worshipped in the structure: James Madison
and James Monroe. A third, Thomas Jefferson, was a member of the
original congregation, which held services in an old tobacco barn

on Capitol Hill. John Phillip Sousa was born on the same street as
Christ Church, was baptized and married here, and is buried in our
graveyard, Congressional Cemetery.

We are planning an exciting program for May 25; one that goes back
to the roots of this church. We will celebrate with the original
18th century service, costumes, and music of the period, with the
collaboration of the Marine Corps Band, associated with Christ
Church since its early days. A reception with light refreshments
will follow.

We realize that you have full schedules. However, we would be
most pleased if you could worship with us in this beautiful and
historic place.

Since Christ Church is small, we would be grateful if your secretary
could call our office, 547-9300, between 9:30 AM and 2:30 PM, and
let us know if you will be able to join our distinguished guests,

With all best wishes.

Faithfu

1ly yours
V A

The Rev, David Dunning
Rector

/;C‘QM.@,‘C(%M - P 644747/‘-"'«—

k /,/ ‘é‘/_.-.u.-é'/qa—‘-s—MM
S E e W

? y W ASHINGTON'S FIRST PARISH CHURCH + FOUNDED A.D. 1794



CHRIST CHURCH + WASHINGTON PARISH -+ ON CAPITOL HILL

620 G STREET, S.E. + WASHINGTON, D. C. 20003 + (202)547-9300
The Rev. David Dunning, Rector

May 12, 1969

Dear Dr. Murtog:

In conjunction with the 175th Anniversary of Christ Church,
Washington Parish, on Capitol Hill we would be honored if you
could join us for a signing ceremony and band concert at 4:00 pm
on Sunday, May 25, 1969.

Dr. Ernest A. Connally, Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic
Preservation will officially authorize Christ Church to be put on
the National Register for Historic Places. Immediately following
this ceremony, the United States Marine Band will present a
community concert on the front lawn of the church grounds.

I do hope that you can be with us and participate in this historic
occasion. Since we will have reserved seating for the ceremony,
would you please have your secretary call 547-9300 between 9:30 am
and 2:00 pm and let us know if you can join us.

With all best wishes,

Sincerely,

% S /éiév»y‘z_/a/t—l— »1/7

" The Rev. Dg.vid Dunning
Rector

WASHINGTON'S FIRST PARISH CHURCH + FOUNDED A.D. 1794



H30-HR : vh % Qay 19, 1969

}' The Rev. ﬁnvid mming. »Bnctor ‘
Christ Chureh -

; 628 G w; 3.5‘.. i 2
"‘h”ﬂm. 50 8« Zm

‘Dear Mr, mtag. g .
Thuk you for ym tind hwiuﬁcn to be pnmt at :ho officinl
s!gﬂag of u Wrty on u :la Nagioml aauum As my secretary
has nlrndy iahnd reu by tch;hm 1: is mmary for me to be
,m t@h vuw on bumns and ! will thoxofcn bo wnable to
attend the mmony at Christ Church on Sunday, May 25. It is By
hope thatywhne:plmtmm that thomndhm 2
concert will be well attended. & L

Sincerely yours,
( @;lliam Jeo Murtagh (Sgd.)

Willish J. Murtagh '
Xeeper of the mmu

hgistor ;
cc:
Hegional Director, Natlonal Capital Region w/c inc
HR : -

EDippel:jah 5/19



"NOT LARGE
BUT SUFFICIENTLY ELEGANT".....

CHRIST CHURCH, WASHINGTON PARISH * Founded A.D. 1794
Woashington’s First Parish
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ACT PASSED BY MARYLAND LEGISLATURE IN 1794 ESTABLISHING WASHINGTON PARISH




Christ Church on Capitol Hill, one of the oldest
churches in Washington, in the city’s oldest Episcopal parish,
is extraordinarily rich in both history and beauty. A great
architect, a celebrated composer and three Presidents of the
United States are associated with its earliest days.

Washington Parish was founded in 1794; its first and
only formal house of worship was built in 1807. From that
year to this, it has been dedicated to the service of God.

Thomas John Claggett, the first Episcopal bishop to be
consecrated on American soil, said of Christ Church after
consecrating it in 1809:

“It is not large, but sufficiently elegant, and is the first
building that hath been erected by the Protestant
Episcopalians, for public worship, at the seat of
government. . .”

The building has been cited as the design of Benjamin
Henry Latrobe, the greatest American architect of his day
and one of the greatest in the history of this nation. Archi-
tects and artisans closely associated with Latrobe also helped
build and finish the structure in 1807; Latrobe credits him-
self with its design in his own listing of architectural works.
His daughter, Lydia, was married there the year after its com-
pletion.

Two Presidents of the United States worshipped in
Christ Church: James Madison and James Monroe. A third,
Thomas Jefferson, is thought to have been a member of the
original congregation, which held services in a rustic tobacco
warehouse near New Jersey Avenue and D Street, southeast,
until Christ Church was constructed. The vestry minutes
show, however, that Jefferson refused the offer of a free pew
in 1807.

John Philip Sousa, the celebrated bandmaster and march
composer, was born on the same block as Christ Church, was
baptized and married there and is buried in its graveyard,
Congressional Cemetery. The church records bear witness to
the entire Sousa family’s involvement in its religious life,
along with the United States Marine Band that Sousa di-
rected. The brick barracks that are Marine headquarters and
the superb Federal mansion that houses the Commandant of
the Corps are only a block away from the church.

The cemetery itself, at 18th and E streets southeast, is a
kind of mortuary curiosity. In use almost since Christ Church
was built, operated by the vestry of Washington Parish, it was
once the semi-official burial ground for Congress and was
called “the American Westminster Abbey.”



Buried there are many U.S. Senators and Representa-
tives; Tobias Lear, the friend and private secretary of George
Washington; Elbridge Gerry, a Vice President of the United
States under James Madison and a signer of the Declaration
of Independence; three distinguished architects of the Capi-
tol, William Thornton, George Hadfield and William Elliott;
virtually every prominent Indian to die in the District of
Columbia in the 19th century and the first automobile victim
in Washington in the 20th.

The gloomiest monuments in an otherwise attractive
and historically fascinating cemetery are a clutch of
cenotaphs designed by Latrobe. Being interred beneath them,
a 19th century Senator from Massachusetts said, would add a
new terror to death.

Historical Chronology

1794. Washington Parish is incorporated by an act of
the Maryland legislature; it then includes the whole of Wash-
ington city proper.

1795. The first vestry is elected and the Reverend
George Ralph chosen as the first Rector.

1798. The Reverend Andrew McCormick begins a
25-year ministry that includes service as Chaplain to the Sen-
ate for several years.

May 11, 1806. The tobacco warehouse is in dire need
of repair. One William Prout offers to donate a lot for a
church at its present site on G Street between 6th and 7th
streets, southeast. The offer is made providing a church be
built upon the land “within a year.” The vestry sworn in that
year includes the Commandant of the Navy Yard on Capitol
Hill.

Aug. 9, 1807. The first service is held in the present
building, called then ‘“the new church by the Navy Yard.”
Walls and general plan remain unaltered to this day, although
the later additions of a bell-tower, entrance foyer and chancel
and the stuccoing of the outside walls have changed Christ
Church’s outer profile and texture. The original building was
“of brick, 38 x 45 in the clear, two stories high.” There were
42 pews on the ground floor, all rented. The U-shaped gallery
that ran around the back and sides seated parishioners’ slaves
and the choir; additional places were reserved for the “music
& men” of the U.S. Marines. Offering bags to contain their
money were poked up on a stick through a hole in the gallery
floor. Three pews downstairs were reserved free of charge:



Detail of ““City of Washington from Beyond the Navy Yard” by William ]. Bennett, 1834

Christ Church is probably the Building located just to the left of the white flag. Research by R. P. Ennis
Courtesy of National Collection of Fine Arts, Smithsonian Institution.



for the President of the United States; William Prout, the
land donor; and the Rector’s family. The Rector’s salary was
set at $300 a year.

Aug. 20, 1807. The name ‘“Christ Church” is formally
adopted. (The converted tobacco warehouse had been called
“Christ’s Church” for some years previously.)

Oct. 8, 1809. Bishop Claggett consecrates Christ
Church.

March 30, 1812. The vestry of Christ Church, Washing-
ton Parish, receives the deed of land and plan of “the new
burial ground,” later nicknamed Congressional Cemetery. (Its
formal name was first “Washington Parish Burial Ground;”
then, from 1849, “Washington Cemetery.”)

1825. The Rector, Ethan Allen, is given leave to build a
dwelling house on the site of the present Rectory. It costs
$1,500; the vestry reimburses him. His salary is raised to
$750 per annum.

1830. Mr. Allen resigns; the Rector and his family can-
not live on his salary.

1842. All boys are banned from the gallery unless their
parents become responsible for their conduct, which has been
fractious. The same problem crops up in later years.

1849. The Rector suggests “the expediency of having a
bell to assemble the congregation.” Cost: $456.84. The al-
tered front, with its battlemented bell-tower and cornices,
gives Christ Church its latter-day “folk Gothic’ profile.

1851. Elisha Acton is paid $15 a year for ringing the
church bell.

1862. An officer of the Union Army informs Christ
Church that it is to be used as a hospital for sick and
wounded soldiers. Six days later the demand is withdrawn;
the Army finds the structure unsuited. The tower is used
during the Civil War as an observation post without disrupt-
ing services.

1874. The present Parish Hall is built.

1877. More major changes. The side galleries are re-
moved; the walls wainscoted and frescoed above; the old,
probably wood pillars removed and replaced with the present
delicate Corinthian columns of cast iron that distinguish the
church architecturally and visually. The vestry wrangles
about them, finds them ‘“‘neither useful nor ornamental” but
finally agrees to let them stay. A chancel is added. The inte-
rior is rampant Victorian, Latrobe’s simple design obscured
by “discreet ornamentation.” This includes gilt stars overlaid
on a pale blue ceiling that often drifted loose during humid



weather. The brick facade is covered with pebble-dash stucco
to look like stone.

1885. The Wardens report they consider it “impolitic
to plant and train ivy on the church front.

1891. A fifth and last story is added to the belltower; a
projecting front porch is built. Christ Church’s exterior now
appears exactly as it does today.

1921. A third major transformation. Architect Delos H.
Smith removes the frescoes, paints interior walls to resemble
stone blocks, enlarges the chancel to hold the choir and gives
it a grotto-like look by embellishing the entrance with a huge,
dark Gothic arch.

1924. The first Rectory razed and the present one built
on the same site.

1927. The present chancel window depicting the Cruci-
fixion is installed as a memorial to the mothers of the parish.

1954. The fourth and final renovation of Christ Church
under Rector Ivan E. Merrick. Horace W. Peaslee, an architect
and landscaper specializing in historic and monumental res-
torations, tears out the Gothic arch at the chancel entrance,
extends the cove ceiling the full length of the church and
restores the building’s interior to its original lightness, simpli-
city and clarity. The result is hailed as an “architectural
gem,” reconciling all the important visual changes over a
period of 147 years.

1966. A two-story addition to the Parish Hall is added,
dedicated to the memory of Edward Gabler, Rector from
1928 to 1944.

2

Nan Robertson Levey
May 25, 1969



Drawing by E. P. Cranch of the remodelled tobacco barn on New Jersey Avenue near
D Street, S. E., called Christ’s Church, bought from Daniel Carroll of Duddington.
When the new church was built, the congregation of Washington Parish sold the log
building to the Methodist Congregation.



