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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Union Baptist Church, originally known as the Memorial Church of Saint Thomas
(Episcopal), is a small stone church built in 1871 in the Early English Gothic
style. Located on Main Street in Hartford's North End, a busy area mostly of
multi~family dwellings, the church shares its lot at the northeast corner of 01d
North Cemetery with the parish hall and the parsonage. The hall is a one-story
frame structure connected to the rear of the church, and the parsonage next door
to the south is a 2%-story brick house with a hipped roof, dormers, and projecting
gabled bay in front. The hall was added in 1884 and the parsonage in 1894,

The plan of the church includes a nave, side aisles, short transepts and an
apse. There is a small projection, probably the sacristy, off the north transept.
The church is oriented toward the east, and the entrance is on the south side, near
the rear, where there is a small porch. The walls are a coursed ashlar of rough-
surfaced grey Westerly granite, with gables and buttresses coped with a similar but
lighter and smoother stone. The main part of the church is divided by buttresses
into three bays of 16' each; it was planned to add another two bays, so the west
wall was considered temporary and was made of brick. This plan was never realized.
The slate-shingled gable roof has a very steep pitch which breaks somewhat over the
aisles. The most serious alteration to the exterior was the destruction in the 1938
hurricane of the bell-cote. This was a buttressed extension of the wall at the east
end of the nave to form a steep gable which was pierced by two openings for bells
(never hung); only the very lowest part of the bell-cote remains. Some cresting was
also blown off the roof of the apse.

The windows are for the most part simple lancets grouped in twos and threes. The
east wall of the apse has a plate-tracery arrangement of two lancets and a quatrefoil
light above, the whole surrounded by a pointed arch done in the stonework. The
brick west wall has a large wheel window above four simply traceried openings. In
the south wall of the south transept is a smaller wheel. The nave is also lighted
by dormers, three on the north side and two on the south (where apparently one was
removed). The small entrance porch is mostly of frame construction on a stone base.
An intricate system of hammerbeam bracing in the gable does not appear in an early
engraving and may indicate some rebuilding of the porch.

The interior of the church is very light and open. Octagonal columns with
foliated capitals support both the simple chancel arch and a series of arches between
the nave and each aisle: the spandrels in these arcades are filled with a circular
trefoil bracing. Similar arches support the aisle roofs, and within the apse is a
simple vault of wooden ribs, but the ceiling of the nave is plain and plastered so
that the roof timbers do not show. Because of the change in denomination, the
chancel furnishings have been conziderably modified, and now include a baptismal pool
and a central pulpit.

The stained glass windows appear to have come from at least three different
manufacturers, but all are typically Victorian, with realistically drawn figures and
objects, historically-detailed clothing, and generally static compositions. Some
pieces have been replaced because of storm damage, but most of the glass is intact.
The west wheel shows the Adoration of the Magi, and the lower west windows have as
their themes the Good Samaritan, Christ's Baptism, the Holy Family, and Jesus and
the Little Children; the circles in the windows have the signs of the Evangelists.
In the south transept is Christ Walking on the Water, and in the wheel, a harp as a
memorial to Hartford poet Lydia Sigourney. In the south aisle is a pair of lancets
depicting Christ as the Good Shepherd. Only in the apse, where there is the life
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of Christ (Crucifiction, Burial, Resurrection and Ascension) is there a scheme
to the glazing. The remainder of the windows have grisaille glass with floral
decorations, colored borders, and medallions, of which the north transept group
is the most outstanding. In some cases, the plainer glass was installed where
more pictorial windows were expected. For example, the northernmost two
windows in the apse were to be the Annnunciation and the Birth of Jesus, but
apparently donors were not forthcoming.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Union Baptist Church is both historically and architecturally significant. For
more than 50 years, the building has been home to an active and influential
congregation that has been an important part of Hartford's black community. As an
organization, and through its leaders and individual members, Union Baptist Church
has made critical contributions to the early civil rights movement on both the local
and state levels (Criterion A). In addition, the building is important as an example
of Gothic Revival architecture (Criterion C). Because of this dual significance,
both the present name and the original - St. Thomas's Church - are meaningful
historic names.

Leading Union Baptist's struggle in the cause of civil rights was the Reverend
John C. Jackson (1866-1953), who began his ministry in 1922, shortly before the
congregation purchased this building. Dr. Jackson worked tirelessly to open up
employment opportunities for blacks, especially for public school teachers and social
workers. One of his first accomplishments was the hiring of the first black teacher
in Hartford schools, C. Edythe Taylor, a member of the church. Other members of
Dr. Jackson's flock served as the city's first black school board member, welfare
board member, and policeman. Under his leadership, the church purchased a lifetime
membership in the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. Dr.
Jackson was also influential in the founding of the Inter-Racial Commission, a state
agency formed in 1943 to report on racial injustice, recommend remedial laws, and
later, enforce the Fair Employment Practices Act. Dr. Jackson was an original member
of that body, now called the Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities. The local Urban
League was also set up through the efforts of church members, particularly Rachel Milton.

These early victories may seem small now, compared with the enormity of the
barriers still faced by many of Hartford's black citizens. Nevertheless, these
"firsts" were important in establishing the principle of equal opportunity.
Similarly, the Inter-Racial Commission was important because it was an affirmation

of the state's responsibility to eliminate discrimination, a principle by no means
taken for granted in 1943,

Places owned and used by religious bodies are ordinarily excluded from the
National Register, as are those whose significance has been achieved in the past 50
years. Against the first objection must be weighed the historic role that black
churches played in the civil rights movement, serving as a source of leadership and
as a medium for organization. While infused with a strong religious faith, the ‘
actions of the churches went beyond religion to address the temporal social condition.
To the second objection, it is not too early to answer that the civil rights movement
was one of the most important developments of the past 50 years, not only affecting
blacks, but servincg as a model for other groups in their struggle for their rights.
Since "civil rights'" is an abstraction, there are only a few places that
commemorate the countless individual actions that make up a movement. Union Baptist

Church is one of these. 1In memorializing John C. Jackson's efforts of the 1920's,
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'30's and '40's, this historic site testifies to the continuity of the struggle
for equal rights, as well as showing that the history of that movement took
place not only in the South, Washington, D.C. and big cities, but also in

small cities like Hartford.

Apart from its historic associations, the building is of interest to
architectural historians as a Gothic Revival church built on Ecclesiological
principles. St. Thomas's was intended as a memorial to Thomas Brownell, former
Episcopal bishop of Connecticut, and to the family of Mrs. William Mather, who
donated the land. The original Episcopal congregation was very small, so many
economies were resorted to in 1871 when the church was built, such as the
dormers instead of a clerestory, the uncompleted windows, and the temporary
west end. The architect was Henry Martyn Congdon (1834-1922) of Brooklyn, New
York. Masonry and carpentry were done by local contractors. The sources for
the stained glass are as yet unknown, but the themes were selected by the
architect.

The style of the building is thoroughly Early English, and quite accurately
done. Of the three periods of English Gothic, Early English was the most
favored by American Eccesiologists, especially for small parishes like St.
Thomas's. The inspiration for the church is Long Stanton St. Michael's,
Cambridgeshire (c. 1230), a design found throughout the ecclesiologists'
patternbooks and executed in this country and Canada. The key features are
small proportions, rough masonry, simple lancet windows, side porch entrance,
steep roof, and a bell-cote at the east end. St. Thomas's has all of these,
but departs somewhat with its apse and stubby transepts. Even though its bell-
cote was blown off, the church retains a medieval, almost rustic appearance,
and still reflects the original goals of the design. The stained glass is
typically Victorian and in no way was considered as a reproduction; at once
representational and sentimental, it accurately shows the taste of its time.

Ecclesiology began in England and had spresd to New York by the late 1840's.
The members of the English Camden Society and their American counterparts sought
to recapture the intensity of Medieval faith, and believed that architecture was
the key to that end. The role of the architect was a critical one: through
his study of English Gothic examples, he was to recreate the appearance and
atmosphere of a medieval church. Such a setting, they thought, would itself
engender feelings of mystery, piety, and devotion in the faithful. Ecclesiology
was a major influence in the building of Episcopal churches in the 19th century.
Like most of the architects involved, Henry M. Congdon himself was an
Episcopalian. Throughout his long career, he built almost nothing but churches
and church-related buildings. He was a member of the New York Ecclesioclogical
Society and later, an active Fellow of the American Institute of Architects.
He received his training under John Priest of Newburgh, New York.

Hartford has a number of outstanding examples of Gothic Revival architecture:
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early work by Town and Davis, such as the Wadsworth Atheneum and Christ Church
Cathedral; collegiate Gothic at Trinity College; and High Victorian exuberance
in the Church of the Good Shepherd and the Connecticut State Capitol. As =&
typical example of a small church built by an Ecclesiologist, St. Thomas's is
a worthy addition to the catalog of Gothic architecture in Hartford.

The boundary of the site was chosen to include both the parish hall and
the parsonage. The hall, a very plain and somewhat deteriorated structure,
was a temporary chapel used by the original congregation when they were
dispossessed of the church by a builder's lien in 1875. It was moved from
its original location near Mahl Avenue to the rear of the church in 1884,
when the congregation regained the building. Although the present
congregation's plans for the hall are uncertain, and may include its
replacement, it was included in the nominated property because it is
physically attached to the church and because of its historical association
with the first church.

The parsonage was included because of its proximity, separated from the
church only by a narrow drive, and because it functioned as an integral
part of the church. Although its architectural significance is not

outstanding, it is a well-=built house typical of its period. It was built as
and used as a parsonage by the original congregation, but has served as

church offices for the second.
NOTE

1Mrs. Mather and her husband were early proponents of establishing an
Episcopal parish in the northern part of the city, as was Bishop Brownell.
To aid in this effort, the Mathers offered part of their farmland for the
church. The plan could not be accomplished, however, before the deaths
of Mr. Mather and his son, within a month of each other, nor before Bishop
Brownell died shortly thereafter. Mrs. Mather then placed the land in the
hand of trustees, in honor of her husband and son, and stipulated that the
church should be a memorial to Bishop Brownell.
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
GREATER HARTFORD BRANCH
P. 0. BOX 12313 . HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06112 o (203) 527-7856

THOMAS WRIGHT
President

May 15, 1979
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Connecticut Historical Commission . 1, o
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59 Prospect Street ) %% s

Hartford, Connecticut 06106 @hoﬁ%ﬁv

ATTENTION: DIRECTOR
Dear Sir or Madame:

I am writing on behalf of the Greater Hartford Branch
N.A.A.C.P., to appeal to the Commissioners of the Connecticut
Historical Commission to consider placing the Union Baptist
Church on the National Register of Historical Places.

We feel that the Union Baptist Church and its history
fall within your selection criteria:

1. ©Union Baptist Church can identify significantly
with the expansion and growth of our history in
this state.

2. The building's architecture has the distinct charac-
teristics of a type, period, or method of construction.
It was built in 1871.

3. It can be identified with Thomas Brownell, Third
Episcopal Bishop of Connecticut, and founder of
Trinity College.

These are just a few of the things that we would like to
identify with as we continue to strive for a better community.

As our community grows, so should the history of the Union
Baptist Church so that it can be shared with generations to come.

Your cooperation in this matter would be greatly appreciated.

Very truly yours,

%m//fé a

TW:Jjcg Thomas W ht, President
Greater Hartford Branch

) ' N.A.A.C.P.
Robert J. Pernell, Jr. Ella Cromwell Ernestine White Elaine Wilcox Pastor Robert M. Feldmann
Vice President 2nd Vice President 3rd Vice President Secretary Treasurer



UNION BAPTIST CHURCH
1921 Main Street
Hartford, Connectiecut 06120

May 15, 1979

Senator William Cotter
450 Main Street
Hartford, Conn

Dear Senator Cotter:

We are asking that you write a letter to the Connecticut Historical
Commission asking that Union Baptist Church be placed on the National
Register of Historical Places. This letter should be sent to:

The Director of the Connéctitcht “Hetwxtoricad Témfission
59 Prosvect Street
Hartford, Connecticut 06106

The church meets the following criteria for evaluation:

1. It is associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

2. It is associated with the lives of persons sipnificant in our past.

3. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a tyvpe, period,
or method of construction.

L. It is a religious property deriving primary sirsnificance from
architectural or artistic distinction and historical importance.

Please send your letter prior to May 30, 1979, since the Cormission will
meet early in June to act upon applications.

Yours truly, . .
,»{M b oo N Ll‘f‘m\' Chairman
The Union Baptist Church Proposal Committee

Mrs. Mary J. Lee
Mrs. Rachel T. Milton
Mr. George P. Thomas

Footnote: Union Baptist Church occuples the site of
St Thomas Epliscopal Church, built in 1871
in memory of Thomas Brownell, Third Episcopal
Bishop of Conn., and founder of Trinity College.
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LOWELL P. WEICKER, JR. STATE OFFICES:

CONNECTICUT BRIDGEPORT

U.S. FEDERAL BUILDING
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* PHONE: 203-579-5830
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May 17, 1979 ey ED

Mr. John W. Shanahan

Director

Connecticut Historical Commission
53 South Prospect Street
Hartford, Connecticut 06106

Dear Mr. Shanahan:

I am pleased to learn that the Union Baptist
Church of Hartford, Connecticut is being
considered for inclusion in the National
Register of Historic Places.

I hope that every appropriate consideration
is given this nomination to be listed on

the National Register as a cultural resource
worthy of preservation.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

With kind regards,

$1ncerely, S

(%
,> N &

Lowell Welcker, Jr.
United States Senator

LW:DC:mc




WILLI&M R.COTTER WAYS AND MEANS
15> 28 TRICT, CONNECTICUT COMMITTEE

Congress of the Hnited States

LEASE REPLY TO Fbouse of Representatives
Becmes Beneis Washington, B.L. 20515 /

450 MAIN STREET

HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06103 -
TeLEPHONE: (203) 244-2383 -0

May 18, 1979

Mr. John W. Shannahan, Director
Connecticut Historical Commission
59 South Prospect Street
Hartford, Connecticut 06106

Dear Mr. Shannahan:
Enclosed please find the letter which I recently received from
Rachel T. Milton of the Union Baptist Church, 1921 Main Street,
Hartford, Connecticut.
As you can see from the enclosure, the Union Baptist Church is
asking to be placed on the National Register of Historical Places.
The Church Committee feels that Union Baptist meets the criteria
to be qualified for same.
I request that your Commission give every appropriate consideration
to this application. Further, I would greatly appreciate it if
you would be so kind as to advise me of the final decision on this
matter.
I thank you in advance for your cooperation.
With kind regards, I am

Sincerely,

WILLIAM R. COTTER
Member of Congress

Enclosure

THISSTATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS



May 22, 1979
134 Steele Road
West Hartford, CT 06119

% Ype e

PO T
~',d"—-” ‘ E T i

. sl ¥ L
Director
The Connecticut Historical Commission ?ﬁﬂ?g?ﬁggyg
59 Prospect Street Vs s
QNNeck.
Hartford, CT 06106 ceticut Hisrorica
Omnusﬁgn gl

Dear Sir:

I enthusiastically recommend that Union Baptist Church
of Hartford be placed on the National Register of Historic
Places for the following reasons:

1. The church is of historic significance in that a
former pastor, the Rev. John C. Jackson, was a pioneer in
the American Civil Rights Movement. In 1943 Dr. Jackson,
a black man, spearheaded the creation in Connecticut of the
first state-wide Civil Rights Commission in the United States.
He served as a member of the commission until his death in
1953 at 86 years of age. The Rt. Rev. Walter H. Gray, who
later served as the eighth Episcopal Bishop of Connecticut,
was the first chairman of the commission.

Another member of Union Baptist, Mrs. Rachel Milton,
pioneered the creation of a local Urban League in Hartford.
It is also significant that her brother-in-law, the Rt. Rev.
Cedric Mills, became the first black Episcopal Bishop of the
Virgin Islands.

2. Union Baptist Church was originally St. Thomas
Episcopal Church. It was built in 1871 to honor the Rt. Rev.
Thomas C. Brownell, third Episcopal Bishop of Connecticut and
founder of Trinity College in Hartford in 1824.

3. The church building itself, designed by New York
architect Henry Congdon, is a charming example of Gothic
Revival architecture which was typical of early English country
churches. The Victorian stained glass windows are particularly
handsome.
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4. Union Baptist Church is an important and integral part
of the history of the City of Hartford as a whole. It is
located just northeast of Hartford's second most ancient cemetery,
01d North, which was laid out in 1807 and is the place of rest for
numerous Hartford notables including Frederick Law Olmstead, this
nation's first great landscape architect, and the Rev. Horace
Bushnell, Hartford's leading citizen in the 19th century.

Union Baptist today is most definitely a religious property

of prime historical importance in this city as well as a church
of considerable architectural and artistic distinction.

Sincerely,

Marion Hepburn Grant
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The Director of the Connecticut Historical Commission
59 Prospect Street
Hartford, Connecticut 06106

Dear Sir:

As Historian of Union Raptist Church, I am asking that our
building be placed on the National Register of Historical Places.

It is interesting to note that at the time of the construction
of our present home by Episcopalians, the founders of Union
Baptist Church were worshipping in a railroad box car on Spruce
Street in downtown Hartford. Some time later the Congregation
moved to Hope Chapel on Albany Avenue. Coincidentally, the
builders of St. Thomas had held their services in this same
Chapel nearly a decade earlier. Today Union occupies what was
formerly an Episcopal Church while an Episcopal Church now
occupies the structure that was the home of Union Baptist Church.

In the half century that we have been at 1921 Main Street the
structure has been maintained in an excellent state of repair.
Since it has been regarded and treated as an historic and valuable
building it is altogether fitting that this be recognized by its
addition to the National Register of Historical Places.

Yours truly,

v 4 P
,':;cfcc L /' Nt g -
George}?. Thomas,
Church’/Historian



131 Wadhams Road
Bloomfield, Connecticut, 06002
May 24, 1979

The Director

The Connecticut Historical Commission
59 Prospect Street

Hartford, Connecticut, 06106

Dear Sir:

We are writing to request that the Union Baptist Church,
located at 1921 Main Street in Hartford, be considered for
.placement on the National Register of Historical Places.
*Built in 1871 in memory of Thomas Brownell, Third Episcopal
Bishop of Connecticut, and Founder of Trinity College, the
church was first known as Saint Thomas Episcopal Church.

Since becoming the property of the Union Baptist Church
congregation, the building still stands an object of arch-
itectural and artistic distinction with historical importance,
embodying distinctive characteristics of a type, period, and
method of construction,

wv
The church is associated 'ith events and activities that have
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our local and national history.

we would appreciate your consideration of our request.

Respectfully yours,

) , 7 e
(Ol i g, Cira A
Alvin B, Wood

) ; t » ;
P meptlear fof {
R RN, AV o7 /’/ P

M, Beatrice Wood



44 Durham Street
Hartford, Connecticut 06112

May 28, 1979

The Director of the Connecticut Historical Commission' p
59 Prospect Street S
Hartford, Connecticut 06106 o

Dear Sir:

I am writing this letter in support of the efforts being
made by concerned individuals to place the Union Baptist Church on
the National Register of Historical Places.

L At a very young age I became a member of Union Baptist
Church and participated in the many programs that Union developed to
create a Christian fellowship among its membership as well as render
service to the community. :

Some of the memories that I can recall include the participa-
tion of the Rev. Dr. J. C. Jackson in the creation of the State's
first Civil Rights Commission during the administration of Governor
Raymond Baldwin; the youth programs at Union that led to visitations
of other youth fellowships in the City; the close association be-
tween Union Baptist Church and the ilartford Seminary Foundation which
led to student ministers working closely with the congregation in all
areas of church life; and the annual exchange of pulpits between the
white and black ministerial associations in Hartford to promote better
race relations throughout the community.

It is my understanding the Church occupies the site of the
St. Thomas Episcopal Church, built in ‘1871 and that the edifice meets
the criteria for this recognition. I heartily recommend that approval _
be given to the request of the Union Baptist Church Proposal Committee./

Slncerely
%\L(/ 7\ o ‘/A’M
Rut . Hamilton

(Mrs. Ellis G.)
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Mrs. Rachel 1. Milton, Chairman,
Propoaal Committee,
Union Raptist Church,
4+ achfard Strcet, ; Ri i
Hartfor:, Uonnecticut, 06120.. ‘

Dcar Mrs. Milton,

[t was 2 pleasurc to moet you at Sl Monica's festivitica a
couple of weeks a30. It was a privileje to bhe a part of that happy
Jcua3lon, ' : ;

Chank you for scnding me & history of the formecr <t, Thomas'
} sisconal Church of tiartford. [ appreciate that information ani have
cousitered it in light of the request that you have made of me.

; Dyon:d any Zoubt this building now known as Union Daptist
Chiren comnlies very Lasity with the criteria of the National Regiater
5f tlictoric Places. I would likc to =upnort the recucst of Union Daptist
Church to L ptaced vn that chistcr.' | The building is an atrraciive oac¢
anl pracel that nart of North Main Street for a long time, It sceme to
fit. It belongs both to the nast of that neighporhood and as well Lo the
prusent, and’l believe would make a splendid _ontribution in maintains
ing a scnse of pride an' achievement to the people in the community.

[t is my hope that your request will be looked upon favorably so that
the history of that attractive and meaninzful structure may coatinue
far into the futurc./ : ' ' “

Uhis comes to you and to the members of Union Baptist
Church with all best wishes. ‘

| . Sincerely,

MAY 3 0 1979 Morgan Porteus

/0/’ . /—c/ }7'702'/7/@'0 Bishop of Connecticut
e i€ ¢ .

v (’c’ e~




Church of the Good Shepherd

155 WYLLYS STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106
“Serving since 1869 Telephone 525-4289

29 May 1979

Director, Qhﬁv

Connecticut Historical Commission,
59 Prospect Street,
Hartford, CT 06106.

Dear Sir:

I write to express my support of the efforts to
have Union Baptist Church, Hartford, placed on the
National Register of Historical Places.

iwAs you know, it was built in 1871 as a Memorial to
The Rt. Rev. Thomas Brownell, III Episcopal Bishop
of Connecticut and founder of Trinity College.

It is my understanding that the Church edifice is a
classic example of the Episcopal ecclesiastical
architecture of the 1870's.

Yours truly,

il

(The Rev'd.) Edward B. Geyer, Jr.
Rector

EBG/pcg

Jesus savs — "I have come that you may have life—and have it more a/mndantly.'
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Afiliote of the National Urban League - Member of the Connccticut Social Welfare Conference

Lo NP May 29, 1979 commll:;

Telephone: $27-0147

. Urban League of Grg&ler Hartford

Building for Equal 0pp()rtumty

1220 ALBANY AVENUE HARTIORD, CONNECTICUT 06112 VED

v Ui. 2 f) ative Director
‘ IAM J. BROWN

'Sfonca;

Director of the Counccticut Historical Commission ‘t‘y
59 Prospect Street
Hartford, Connecticut 06115

Dear Sir:

I enthusiastically endorse the Union Baptist Church of IHartford,
Connecticut be eligible for consideration to be placed on the
National Register of Historical Places.

Not only does it meet the Commission's established criteria for
evaluation but more importantly, it is a structure of architectural
and artistic distinctiom and historical importance which we are
exceptionally proud to have located in the minority community.

Built in 1871, and occupying the site of St. Thomas Episcopal
Church which was built in memory of Thomas Brownell, the Third
Episcopal Bishop of Connecticut and founder of Trinity College,

a national outstanding educational institution of higher learning.
This greatly compliments the church's historical significance and
importance, not only to the community in which it is located, but
to the State of Commecticut, and the City of Hartford.

Many members of this historic church have made significant contributions
to organizations like the Urban League of Greater Hartford, Inc.

Mrs. Rachel Milton was a co-founder of the Urban League of Greater
Hartford some 15 years ago. She has been a staunch supporter of the
Urban League in many of its activities, having served as a Board
Member of the original Board and was Secretary of the Board.

Reverend A. Roger Williams the pastor, has also served in the
Legislature, of the NAACP, and as a Board Member of the Urban League.

ceel2

Participating Agency of the United Way of Greater Hartford




eeo/2

The NAACP regularly holds their monthly Board Meeting there. The
Church was involved in administering low-income housing in the
community, etc. There have been many times and ways that this
church and its members have been instrumental in the good things
that happened in this community.

We sincerely hope that every consideration will be given to the
Union Baptist Church to be placed on the National Register of

Historical Places.
Sincerfygf, O
<M. !/ 1 &/7 \

\’\ UO S LA/ [ e On el

Ao

rs e ———"
Frcdeé&fﬁ)c. Adams, D.D.S., M.P.H.

President

Willjam J. Brown
Executive Director

FGA:WJB:el



TRINITY COLLEGE « HARTFORD « CONNECTICUT » 06106

Office of the President ) 'K o

May 29, 1979

The Director of the Connecticut Historical Commission
59 Prospect Street
Hartford, Connecticut 06106

Dear Sir:

This letter is written in support of the application by the
Union Baptist Church to be placed on the National Register
of Historical Places,

The Union Baptist Church is an important institution in
Hartford, especially in the black community., It has provided
outstanding leaders to the City. The Church has a link to
Trinity College, since its building was constructed in 1871
in memory of Thomas Church Brownell, the first president of
Trinity College.

I hope you give the application from the Union Baptist Church
the careful consideration it deserves.

Cordially,

VR
Ll B~
Theodore D, Lockwood
President

cc: Mrs. Rachael T, Milton, Chairman
The Union Baptist Church Proposal Committee
The Union Baptist Church
1921 Main Street
Hartford, Connecticut 06120
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Mr. Jehn Shananan, Directer

Histeric Cemmission

National Register of Historical Places
59 Prospect Street

Hartford, Connecticut 06106

Dear Mr. Shanqhan:

We, of Union Baptist Church feel that it has made
unique contributions to the life of Hartford and its environms.

Its leadership in civic, educational and ecclesias-
tical areas has inspired many and opened doors for others. )

Thank you for any consideration given our request.

Sincerely yours,

A. Rogér Williams
ARW:sit



St. Monica’s Fpiscopal Church

31 MATHER STREET :

P. O, BOX 122285
"HE REV, CYRIL C, BURKE HARTFORD, CONN,. 06112

RECTOR PHONES: 522-7761 OR 522-6819 SRR NS

May 30, 1979

The Director of the Connecticut
Historicael Commission

59 Prospect Street
Hartford, Counmecticut 06106

Dear Sir:
-I would like to advise you that 1 concur that Union

Baptist Church , of 1921 Main Street, Hartford, Connecticut be
placed on the National Register of Historical Places, since it
meets all the criteria for evaluation.

Very truly yours,

S\ A

(Rev) Cyril C. Burke, Rector

CCB/vhh
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The Director of the Connecticut Historical Commission
59 Prospect Street
Hartford, Connecticut 06106

Dear Sir:

We, the Deacons of Union Baptist Chureh, respectfully request
that you recommend that our Church be placed on the National
Register of Histericsal Places.

As you know, the Church meets four criteria for evaluation.
0f greater importance, are the contributions made by members
to the life of the community.

As an institution Union Baptist Church continues to render
valuable services to the Northend of Hartford. We are constantly
seeking ways to increase the number and quality of these services.,

Yours truly,

Bennett Cohens, Sr.
Chalrman Roard of Deacons
Union Baptist Church

3
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“CElvgp
Mr. Jack Shannahan JUN 4 1979
State Historic Preservation Officer Conner'. 4
i

59 South Prospect St.
Hartford, Connecticut 06103

Commigey Storical

Dear Mr. Shannahan:

I am writing on behalf of the Board of Directors of the
Capitol Region Conference of Churches to indicate our
support for the petition of Union Baptist Church to re-
ceive the status entering it in the National Register of
Historic Places.

" The history of the Church, dating back to 1871, 1is com-

pelling, and the good works of the current pastor and
his congregation validate their effort for historic re-

cognition. '

We encourage your prompt and favorable response.

Sincerely,

LAt (OQHitty

The Rev. Dr. David D. Mellon
Executive Director

DDM:mlw
cc: The Rev. Dr. A. Roger Williams, Pastor, Union Baptist

Church
Ms. Rachel T. Milton
The Rev. Edward B. Geyer, President, Capitol Region

Conference of Churches

Founded 1900



AMERIGCAN BAPTIST GCHURGHES OF GONNEGTICUT

100 BLOOMFIELD AVENUE HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 061053 TELEPHONE: 236-8421 AREA CODE 203

AN

ORLANDO L. TIBBETTS, D.Min., D.D.
EXECUTIVE MINISTER

'Q

JTune 1, 1979’)"»%:\

Director

Connecticut Historical Commission
59 Prospect Street

Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Sirs:

This letter is to urge you to support the application of the Union
Baptist Church of 1921 Main Street, Hartford, for recognition as a member
of the National Registry of Historical Places.

As the judicatory head of the American Baptist Churches of Connecticut,
of which Union Baptist Church is a member, I wish to express my hope that the
characteristics of architecture, which are expressed in the building, might
be preserved as a monument to the past and a contribution to the future.

Hoping for favorable action by the Commission, I remain,

Sincerely,

Orlando L. Tibbetts

OLT/jcf




ANNE M. BOLDEN (965)
imperiai Commandress
112 Cottage Grove Road
Bloomtield, Connecticut 08002
Oftfice 203-243-1793/243-1794
Res. 203-243-2287

DOROTHY M. JENKINS-SCOTT (32)

Deputy Imperial Commandress
19163 Woodingham Drive
Detroit, Michigan 48221
Phone' 313-341-7563

IDEE W. DODSON (69)

Imperial 1st Lieutenant Commandress

3330 N Prospect Street
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73111
Phone: 405-424-3109

KATIE EZELL ROSEMON (93)

Imperial 2nd Lieutenant Commandress

1700 Polk Street
Gary, Indiana 46407
Phone: 219-882-5560

PHYLLIS McKOY (74)
Imperial High Priestess
891 St. Marks Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11213
Phone: 212-778-1349

DOROTHY SHELTON (62)
imperial Oriental Guide
24 Hamlin Rd.

Buffalo, New York 14208
Phone: 716-885-9224

MARY H. PAMPLIN (41)
Imperial Treasurer
2504 Ous Street
Durham, North Carolina 27707
Phone 919-682-3092

GRACE T. BROOKS (121)
Imperial Recordress
529 E. Brackenridge
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802
Office 219-422-8143
Res 219 424-2374

GWENDOLYN THOMPSON (130)
imperial 1st Ceremonial Daughter
1953 West Congress
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53209
Phone 414-562-8666

JEWEL R. LANG (36)
Impenal 2nd Ceremonial Daughter
3463 Hudson Ave
Cincinnati, Ohio 45207
Phone. 513-281-6391

MARGARET P. WARREN (6)
Impenial Inside Spy
550 W. 105th Street
Los Angeles, California 30044
Phone 213-777-4801

EVA RAY ALLEN
Imperial Outside Spy
2995 Monaco Pkwy
Denver, Coloradc 80207
Phone: 303-355-2648

BESSIE F. BURTON (17)
Imperial Internal Auditor {Chairman)
1125 S 60th Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19143

ERNESTINE BUCK (1386)
Imperial Internal Auditor
Rt. 5, Box 30K, Harrell Ave.
Williamstown, New Jersey 08094

VALZORA DRAPER (59)
imperia! Internal Auditor
636 47th Avenue
San Francisco, California 94121

SYLVIA X. ALLEN (43)
Imperial Legal Advisor
P O. Box 552
Fayetteville, North Carolina 28302

T ROOSEVELT BUTLER
imperial Advisor
1136 Washington Boulevard
Kansas City, Kansas 66102
JACK STRONG
Deputy Imperial Advisor
1440 Guffen Lane
Bossier City, Louisiana 71010

Jmyperial Qourt, Baughters of Jsis

® o

AUXILIARY — A. E. A. O. N. M. S. OF NORTH AND SOUTH Ammcl ARD g
ITS JURISDICTION, INC. LN A i gra N vy
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1979

Connaes:
CAetieys Hittogs

C°mmi;;,-m
Office of:
ANNE M. BOLDEN
IMPERIAL COMMANDRESS

112 Cottage Grove Road
Oasis of Bloomfield Desert of Connecticut
Oth day of month Bast which corresponds to  June lst

5062 79

Osiris 19

Director of the Connecticut Historical Commission
59 Prospect Street
Hartford, CT 06106 -

Dear Sir:

In view of the fact that Union Baptist Church meet the following
criteria we are asking that Union Baptist be placed on the
National Register of Historical Places.

1. It is associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

2. It is associated with the lives of persons significant in
our past.

3. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type,
period, or method of construction.

4. It is a religious property deriving primary significance
from architectural or artistic distinction and historical
importance.

This will be a well deserved recognition of one of the out-
standing Institutions of our time.

Sincerely,
Dre. 29 [32liles,
(Mrs.) Anne M. Bolden
Imperial Commandress
Imperial Court, Daughters of Isis

AMB/nc

“HOPE, FAITH, LOVE, CHARITY — ATTAINS SUCCESS”
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Mr. John Shanonan, Director Distoric Commission m

National Register of Historical Places
59 Prospect Street
Hartford, Connecticut 06106

Dear Mr. Shanonan:

We, the Trustee Board of Union Missionary Baptist Church
wholeheartedly endorse the efforts of Mrs. Rachel T. Milton, Mrs.
Mary J. Lee and Mr. George P. Thomas in seeing that the present
facilities of Union Missionary Baptist Church is permanently
inclnded in the history of the great city of Hartford, State of
Connecticut and indeed this nation of ours.

It is only fitting that -eaeh such./religious institution
as Union Missionary Baptist Church be nominated, accepted and
designated as a historical site, for she has produced, Doctors,
Lawyers, Educators, Politicians and many other civil servants
that have made their mark for the betterment of society. Their
unselfish giving of their talents have impacted not only this
nation of ours, but the world at large.

We are sure that upon examining the character of this
institution your decision to act favorably on this proposal will
be well founded and grately appreciated by the community.

Very truly yours,

(/ ;f/%é s /ﬁ OOt A

CL:sit C ford Love, Chairman
Rev. A. Roger Williams, Pastor
Members:
John Honor
Hughey White

George Bethel
Douglas Midder
Lincoln Turner
Herbert Houston
Theodore West
Julia Manigo
James Howard, Sr.,



John Shanahan, Mdxecutive Director June 2, 1979
Conrecticut Hlistorlcecal Commission

59 pProspsct Street

Haytford, Connecticut

Lanbers of tne Heview Zoards

inae criteria for evaluatlon of ncmination of Union Baptist Churchy, formerly

St Thomnas Eplscopal Jhurch, as a potential sntry in the National Historical
teglster has been thoroughly researched and authenically docunented in all
significant areas rejulred by the Natlonal Regilster of Historle Places, and
auch credit for this spiendid report (with plctures) is due Bruce Glouett,
consultant, Conn Historical Commission. A religlous property, deriving
privary significance from architectural distinction and historical importance,
Unlen daptist Church, from lts early beginninss in a box car on Spruce Street,
for many years has been and still 1s home to an =sctive and influential con-
gregation, that has been en impertant part, not only of Hartford's white

and black communlty, but to this gresat nation, and is ilmportant in establish-
ing far reaching principles of equal opportunity and images in many areas of
achlevement. We present the f~llowlng happenings in human rights and ochieve-
wents, led by members of Unlon Baptist Church, twc of which are mentioned in
the report.

CIVIL RIGHTS

Arthur Johnson,; 1lst Black Director, Human RBelations Commlssion, City of Hf4,
ilsie Taylor Dutrieulle, lst Black member, Natiocnal Board, WYCA

Union Baptist Church Life Membershlp NAACP; meets monthly in church (free)

JLLITICS

w21y Johnson Le#e, 1lst Black woman elected Prosser Library Board, Blormfield
Alvin Wood, 1lst slack elected ccuncilman, Bloomfield

veatrice Wood, last woman(black or white) Deputy WMayor, Blocomfield

niL1G1UN

Dy bmaanuel $ Branch, former Pastor, Y¥Yale: Award winner Amer Bapt Churches of
UsSe Tor cilvic prosress in Cleveland, Ohlo

dev A Hoger willlia s, Pastor, 1lst Black Pres., Amer, Baot. Churches of Conn.

Lr J.0, Hoberts,; .emter, Hfd Theol, 8Sem:, Frof, School of Religlon, Howard Uni

wr herbert O Zdwards, khember, Harvard: Prof School of Religlon, Duke Universit

o Qi UL\ITX

Dr Cedric Hawline, ist Black appointed State Dental Commission, fonnding memb
Conn #edical Dental School, Univ of Conn; 1st Black Chr.Parole

Huth Hamilton, A founder, incorncrator, last Black woman Director, lst Black
Vice-rresident, 1st Black financial institutlion in New England
and Conn.

Johr, A Ta,lor, lst and only Black President, ILocel 78, Wood, Wire and Iather!
Unlon; helped build 1st vhase Aetna In-., Co., ?nd phase Travel
Ins, Co, S%. Frances, Hartford Hospitals; Peth 1srael synagorsu

EDUCATION

C BEdythe Taylor, lst Black Schoolteacher

Alvin Wood, last Black School P rincipal

Deleoris Granam, last Black woman Asslstant to Pres,, University of Hartford

George Thomas, Harverd: lst Black high school teacher, guidance counselor,

lst Black Vice Prinecipal High School

Spencer Shaw, lst Black Librarian, author, lecturer, consultant, Prof, School
of Librarlanship, Univ of Weshington, ¥Member U S sectl n,
International Board on Books frr Young People, Lecturer Americs
Australian Festlval; iHawell and alaske, Member People tc People
Good +ill Tours,

boo i . 4 'y ™  Chr Proposal Comm., Unlon Baptist Church




John Shanahan, Executive Director June 2, 1979
Connecticut Historical Commission

59 Prospect Street

Hartford, Connecticut

VMembers of the Heview Board:

inhe criteria for evaluation of ncmination of Union Baptist Church, formerly

ot Thomass Episcopal Church, as a potential entry in the National Historical
Hegister has been thoroughly researched and authenically documented in all
significant areas required by the National Register of Historic Places, and
nuch credit for this splendid report (with pictures) is due Bruce Clouett,
consultant, Conn Historical Commission. A religious property, deriving
vriwary significance from architectural distinction and historical importance,
inion Baptist Church, from its early beginnines in a box car on Spruce Street,
“or many years has been and still is home to an active and influential con-
sregation, that has been an important part, not only of Hartford's white

and black community, but to this great nation, and is important in establish-
inx far reachineg principles of equal opportunity and images in many areas of
achievement, We present the following happenings in human rights and ochieve-

rents, led by members of Union Baptist Church, two of which are mentioned in
the report,

IVIL RIGHTS

M”th” Johnson, 1lst Black Director, Human Relations Commission, City of Hfd.
"1sie Taylor Dutrieulle, 1st Black member, National Board, WYCA
Tlon Baptist Church Iife Membersnip NAACP; meets monthly in church (free)

POl ITICS

Mary Johnson Lee, 1st Black woman elected Prosser Library Board, Blormfield
s1vin Wood, 1lst Black elected ccuncilman, Bloomfield

seatrice Wood, last woman(black or white) Deruty Mavor, Bloomfield

ue? S Hranch, former Pastor, Yale: Awari winner Amer Rapt Churches of
1.8, for ecivie procress in Cleveland, Ohio

i=v A Hoger Williams, Pastor, 1st Black Pres.. Amer. Bant, Churches of Conn.

Jr J.0. Roberts, Memter, Hfd Theol. Sem:, Prof, School of Relizion, Howard Uni+

v Herbert O Edwards, Mamber, Harvard: Prof School of Relicion, Duke Universit:

OMMUNTTY
)r'fﬂ?viﬁ Hawlins, 1<t Black enpninted State Dantal Commission, founding membe:
Conn Medi~al Dental School, Imiv of Connj 1st Black Chr.Parole B
2uth Hamilton, A founder, incorporator, last Black woman Director, 1lst Black
Vice-President, 15t Black financial institution in New England
- and Conn,
Tohrn A Tavlor, 1lst and cnly Black President, lLocal 78, Wood, Wire and Tather's
Union; helped build 1st nhase Aetna In~. Co., 2nd phase Travele:
Ins. Cn, St, Frances, Hartford Hospitals; Beth israel synagogue

“DUCATION

c Edythe Taylor, 1lst Black Schoolteacher

Alvin Wood, 1ast Bleck School P rincipal

Neloris Graham, last Black woman Assistant to Pres,, University of Hartford

smorze Thomas, Harvard: 1st Black high school teacher, guidance counselor,
1st Black Vice Principal High School

“pencer Shaw, 1st Black Librarian, author, lecturer, consultant, Prof, School
of Iibrarianship, Univ of Weoshington, Member U S secti-n,
International Board on Books for Youns People, Lecturer Americar

Australian Festival; Hawail and alaska, Member Peopnle to People
Good Will Tours.

et ‘—w._ .. Chr Proposal Comm., Union Bantist Church
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The Director of the Connecticut Historical Commission ‘o) ﬁ”

59 Prospect Street
Hartford, Connecticut 06106

Dear Sir:

It has been rightly said that any people which becomes unmind-
ful of its past, places a heavy burden on its present to try to
assure a meaningful future. Only in recent years has the signific-
ance of the historical contribution of all groups to American cul-
ture, and especially the contributions of Black Americans, been
treated with a measure of the seriousness that they deserve.

All too often, those landmarks, those monuments of human
striving, are allowed to decay and to be ravaged by passing time
and inattention. Anyone remotely familiar with our recent experi-
ences in most of our larger urban areas, must view with serious
concern the failure to take necessary steps to preserve and protect
those aspects of our past which are often threatened by "progress."

In spite of our personal attachment to the historically rich
past that belongs to the Union Baptist Church, we are equally con-
cerned less a vital part of the cultural richness and diversity of
our city may be lost unless we take steps now to preserve it.

Consedquently, we join all of those who have participated in
and learned from the rich heritage of Union Baptist Church in
requesting that it be placed on the National Register of Historical
Places.

Sincerely,

Associate Professor
Duke Divinity School
Durham, N.C. 27706

HOE/mc
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HNETA
NuBLE
Vil —
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR Ri‘,CE{’V’FD
550 MAIN STREET =
HARTFORD. CONNECTICUT 06103 SN mig7a
GEORGE A. ATHANSON pHONE 2037 s66-6610
e Connacticut Historicy)
OTmissich

June 6, 1979

Director

The Connecticut Historical Commission
59 Prospect Street

Hartford, CT. 06106

Dear Director:

Over the years, the Union Baptist Church, located
on Main Street in Hartford, has become a distinctive
part of the City's heritage. It is associated with
events that have made significant contributions to the
broad patterns of our history and also with the lives
of persons outstanding in our past.

The Unionr Baptist Church occupies the site of
St. Thomas Episcopal Church, built in 1871 in memory
of Thomas Brownell, Third Episcopal Bishop of Connecticut,
and founder of Trinity College. It's construction and
design embody notable characteristics of architecture
in the late 1800's.

The Union Baptist Church appears to meet the
evaluative criteria for designation as an historical
site. Since the church is both architecturally distinctive
and historically important, I am requesting that it be placed
on the National Register of Historical Places.

As the Commission meets early in June to act upon

applications, I hope that I will be notified of your
decision in the near future.

spectfully yours,

G.leeom

EORGE (4. ATHANSON
MAYOR

GAA:sek



John Shanaha”, Executive Director June 7, 1979
Connecticut Historical Commission

59 Prospect Street

Hartford, Connecticut

Members of the Review Board:

The criteria for evaluation of nomination of Union Baptist Church formerly

5t Thomas Episcopa® Church, as a potential entry in the National Historical
Register has been thoroughly researched and authenically documented in all
sixnificant areas required by the National Register of Historic Pl'aces, and
much credit for this spiendid revort(with rictureas) is due Bruce Clouett,
consultant, Conn Historical Commission., A religious pronerty, deriving
erimery significance from architectural distinction andi historical importance
imion Baptist Church, from its early beginnings in a box car on Spruce Street
for many years has been and still is home to an active and influential con-
gregation, that has been and important part, not onlv of Hartford's white

an  black community, but to this great nation, and is imnortant in establish-
ing far reaching princinles of equal opvortunity and images in many areas of
achievement, We present the following hannenines in human riechts and achieve
ments, led by members of Union Bantist Church, two of which are mentioned in
the report.

C1VIL _RIGHTS
Arthur Johnson, lst Black Director, Human Relations Commission, City of Hf4,.
Ylsie Taylor Dutrieulle, last Black member, National Board, YWCA

Unton Baptist Church [ife Membership NAACP, meets monthlyv in church{free)

POLITICS )

Mary Johnson Le=, 1<t Rlack woman elected Prosser Library Board, Bloomfield
ilvin Wood, st Blasck ajected councilman, Bloomfield

daatrice Wood, 13t woman(black or white( Derutv Mayor, Bloomfield

7“LIGION

Dr BEpmanuel & Brerncn., former Pastor, Yale, 2award winner Ame~ Bant, Crurches
of U.S. for civic prorsress in Cleveland, Ohio

nev A Roger Williams, Pastor, 1st Black Pres.,, Amer, Bart, Churchas of Conn,

br J.0 Roberts, mermhar, Hfd Tneol. Sen,, Prof School of Religsion, Howard Univ

br Herbert O Fdwerds, Yember, Harvard, Prof School of Religion, Duka Univ,

Oy UNTTY

“r Cedric Rawlins, 1st Black appointed State Dental Commission, founding
member, Conn Medical Dental School, Univ cf Conn, 1st Black Chair
man Parol= Board

huth Hamiltor, A founder, incorvorator, lst Black woman Director, lst Black
vice-president, 1s BPlack financial institution in New Englend and
Conn.

John A Taylor, :1st and only Black President, Iocal 78, Wood, Wire and Lather'
Union: helped build 1st phase Aetra Ins Co., 2nd phase, Traveler's
St, Frerces, Hartford Hospitalsy Beth Israel Synagogue

EDUCATION

C Edythe Taylor, 1st Black Schoolteacher

Alvin Wood, 1st Biack School Principal

Deloris Graham, 1lst Black woman Assistant to President Univer, of Hartford

George Thomas, Harvard: 1st Black high school teacher, guidance counselor,
lst Black Vice Principal High School

svencer Shaw, 1lst B'ack Librarian, author, lecturer, consultant, Prof, School
Librarianship, Univ of Washinzton, Member U.Ssection, Internstional
Board or Books for Young Pecple, [ ecturer American-Australian
restival, Hawaii and Alaska, Memher People to People Good Will Tou:r
Fom . L ~ . i . Vi i Chr Prooosal Com., Union Baptist Church

—e
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W Office of the

STATE
HISTORIC
PRESERVATION
OFFICER

for Connecticut

59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET - HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 - TEL: (203) 566-3005

July 18, 1979

Mr. Charles Herrington

Acting Keeper of the National Register
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

440 G Street

Washington, DC 20243

Subject: Union Baptist Church (St. Thomas's Church) including Parsonage,
Hartford, Connecticut

Dear Mr. Herrington:

Enclosed is a photocopy of a letter dated May 29, 1979, regarding the
Union Baptist Church of Hartford, Connecticut, which should be included with
the nomination recently forwarded to your office. . .

Sincerely,
M«.%’M

John Herzan
National Register Nominations Coordinator

JH:nbk

Enclosure

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER: The person responsible for implementation in Connecticut of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 administered by the Department of the Interior, Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service, Washington, D.C.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AGENCY
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THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

DATE del 2_53 19 "?’Ciﬂ___
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

staTe CONNECTICUT

Date Entered AUG , ol m__

Name Location
Union Baptist Church Hartford
(St. Thomas's Church) Hartford County

~%

Also Notified

Honorable Abraham A, Ribicoff

Honorable Lowell P. Weicker State Historic Preservation‘Officer
Honorable William R. Cotter Mr. John'W. Shannahan
Director)

Connecticut Historical Commission
59 South Prospect Street

( ' ford, C 1
NR Byers/bjr 8/20/79 Hartford, Connecticut 06106

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



