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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION

—EXCELLENT
^GOOD

—FAIR

-DETERIORATED
—RUINS
—UNEXPOSED

CHECK ONE
—UNALTERED

X-ALTERED

CHECK ONE
X-ORIGINALSITE 
—MOVED DATE-

'0::

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

South of the retail area of Old Saybrook and south Route 1 is a 
triangular residential area formed by Old Boston Post Road, Pennywise 
Lane and Main Street. Main Street is oriented to a north-south direction 
(conjuncting with Route 1) and forms one side of the triangle; the other 
side is Pennywise Lane, which runs from southeast to northwest. Old 
Boston Post Road crosses these two streets forming the north base of 
the triangle.

This residential area is known as Saybrook's South Green and the 
historical district is bounded by the back lot lines of buildings on 
the west side of Pennywise Lane, the north side of Old Boston Post 
Road and the east side of Main Street. Within these boundaries are

structures, including two churches, one commercial. Buildings range 
'"in date from 1767 to 1875 and present a variety of architectural styles, 

but are of similar scale so the neighborhood is of a very cohesive 
character. The district contains certain structures, primarily 
nineteenth century, which either are of no historical importance or 
have been altered in such a way as to damage their architectural 
integrity. These homes are contributory (see table) for they provide 
a stylistic continuity between "essential" buildings.

Of no importance to the historical character are a number of 
modern homes, largely on Pennywise Lane, which are of no historical or 
architectural interest.- VBeyond.the boundaries:of ithe South Green district, specifically west^ 
on Old Boston Post Road and south on Main Street, there are a few old 
structures, but they are separated by many modern structures not in 
keeping with the general character of the Green. Further north on 
Main Street is a busy commercial area quite apart from this historic 
area. So, Old Saybrook South Green is a very distinctive area of the 
town, a landmark on the town plat.

The following table provides detailed historical and architectural 
information on each structure within the district:
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Address 
Old Boston 
Post Rd. Date

#12 C.1873

#16 C.1830

#20 late
18th
cent.

#25 -
First Church 
of Christ 
Scientist

20th
cent.

#31 Maybe
18th
cent.

#32 2 0 th 
cent.

#33 1799

Description Modifications
Importance to 

District

Victorian Gothic/ 
Italianate details 
3 bay, clapboard, 
gable end, 2h story 
to street, bracket 
cornice

Essential

Clapboard, 3 bay, gable Moved, facade 
roof; "false front" now is store-
hides gable end, modified front, modern

Contributory

Greek Revival, 2 story window frames

4 bay, clap­
board, box cornice, 
central chimney, 2h 
story

Storefront on 
first floor

Contributory

1 story, brick None

3 bay, clapboard box 
cornice, classical 
door frame, 2 story

Modern clapboard Contributory 
new chimney 
new roof

Built to look like 
19th century gambrel 
roof house, 3 bay, 
batten door, central 
central chimney

Contributory

5 bay, clapboard, 2 
story central hall, 2 
chimneys, gable roof, 
rear ell, box cornice, 
doric porch

Essential
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Address 
old Boston 
Post Rd.

#34

Date Description

C.1837

#40
Acton Library 1873

Very plain, Greek 
Revival, gable end 
to street, 3 bay, 
ell extending to 
left, 2 story

Victorian Eclectic 
'maiTsar^-rtDof witfi gables^ 
i'~'stQie4:&sr 3 bay, ornate 
front bannister, 
classical door 
surround

Modifications

Interior restore' 
tion of 1930's

Importance to 
District

Essential

Essential

#45

#50
Masonic Hall

C.1780
front
porch
C.1850

C.1830

Pennywise Lane 

#66 c.

5 bay, clapboard, New windows
2h story, central hall
plan with two chimneys, 
simple Doric front 
porch.

Greek Revival, 2h Moved
story, 3 bay with 
pilasters between 
each bay, bracket
6 dentil cornice 
and sunrise window 
in pediment

1811 Very simple classical 
revival, 3 bay, 2h 
story, clapboard 
with small sunrise 
window in simple 
pediment

Essential

Essential

Essential

#54 20th
cent.

Ranch style None
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Address
Pennywise Date 

Lane
Description Modifications

Importance to 
District

#46 20 th 
cent.

Ranch style None

#43 , C.1800 2 story, 3 bay, 
gambrel cottage, 
clapboard, central 
chimney

Moved

#40 2 0 th 
cent.

3 bay, 2 story, stone 
facade on 1st floor, 
asbestos shingling 
above

None

#37 Maybe
18th
cent.

5 bay, clapboard 
chimney off-center 
Doric style porch, 
box cornice, fan­
light & sidelights 
around door

Contributory

#36 Early 
19 th 
cent.

story, 5 bay 
clapboard, 2 dormers 
central chimeny, 
gable roof

New roof Contributory

#33 20th
cent.

Split level None

#29 20th
cent.

Ranch style None

#21 Early 
19 th 
cent.

Ih story clapboard, 
bell-cast gambrel,
3 bay dormers

Garage addition Contributory

#17 20th 
cent.

3 bay, gable roof, 
aluminum siding None

#28 C1825 Greek Revival, 3 bay Modern siding
sunrise window in simple pediment

(alum) Essential

#27 20 th 
cent.

2 story, 3 bay, might 
but much altered

be older None
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Address
Pennywise

Lane

#16

#14

#11

#10

# 9

Pennywise 
Lane & 
Main St. 
(corner)

Date

mid 
19th 
cent.

mid 
19 th 
cent.

20th
cent.

C1825

20th
cent.

early
19th
cent.

Main St. cl746 
#325 Deacon 
Timothy 
Pratt House

#366- 1839
First Church 
of Christ

Description Modifications

3 bay, gable roof, 
clapboard, 2h story, 
gable end to street, 
Doric style porch

clapboard, 3 bay, gable 
end to street, 2^ story

2 bay, asbestos 
siding, overhang, 
gable roof, 
side garage

Cottage style,multi- 
gabled, large front 
bay

Ranch style

Importance to 
District

Contributory

Contributory

None

Asbestos siding

Old store and pharmacy 
235 story, 2 bay, 
clapboard, 12/12 
sash windows, 
broken return 
pediment facing 
street, gable roof, 
sunbeam pattern in 
pediment, south ell

2h story, 5 bay, clap­
board central & end 
wall chimneys, gable 
roof, simple classical 
door surround

Greek Revival style, 
wood, 4 fluted doric 
columns across facade,
2 pilasters support simple
architrave frieze, pediment, surmounted by 
belfry.

Essential

None

Essential

Essential

Essential
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#366
Parish
House

1875 1 story clapboard" 
Victorian cottage 
style, gable roof

Essential

#350
Gen. 
William 
Hart Hse. 
on Nat. 
Register

1767 2h story, 5 bay, 
clapboard, box 
cornice, simple
Doric porch,
12/12 window sashes

Essential 
already on 
Nat.Register

#348
Nathan
Merrills
House

C1854 3 bay, simple Greek 
Revival, 2h story 
diamond window in 
pediment

Asbestos siding Essential

Main St.
#338
Rectory

C1873 stick & shingle style 
Gothic, 2% story, 
much Gothic ornament 
multi-gable roof.
Gothic dormer

Essential

#338
Grace
Episcopal
Church

1872 Stone Gothic style 
church with buttresses, 
bell tower

Essential

#334
Samuel H. 
Pratt Hse.

1874 3 bay, 232 story clap­
board with Italianate 
features such as 
long windows, 
bracket cornice & porch

Essential

#328 late 
19 th 
cent.

multi-gabled, 2 story Asbestos siding None

#322 cl836 Greek Revival, 5 bay. Revival style, porch Essential
J. Shipman
House

2 story, clapboard with 
simple Greek Revival

probably later addition

engaged pilasters and 
frieze
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#315 Early
19 th 
cent.

2 story, clapboard 
gambrel roof with 
south ell

New chimneys, 
roof, interior 
arrangement

Contributory

#305 clSll
James
Ingraham

4 bay, 2h story 
clapboard,
Georgian style, 
dentil cornice, 
central & end 
wall chimneys, 
door-southernmost 
bay

Essential

#297 20th
cent.

Ranch style None

#287 1785 gable roof, 5 bay. Essential
Main St.
Humphrey
Pratt
Tavern
on Nat.
Register

2h story, clapboard 
with double overhang 
central hall plan 
(gambrel roofed, 2 
story ell)

On Nat.Register



Q SIGNIFICANCE

; PERIOD 
—PREHISTORIC

;_1400-1499
1
—1500-1599 
—1600-1699 

700-1799 
-28800-1899 
-28 900-

areas OF SIGNIFICANCE
__ARCHEOLOOY-PREHISTORIC

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC

—AGRICULTURE
2C-AHCHITECTURE

—ART

—COMMERCE

—COMMUNICATIONS

^COMMUNITY PLANNING
—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS

-EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

■i'.

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
—LAW

—LITERATURE 
-MILITARY ...

—MUSIC -f, ;v | ;
—PHILOSOPHY 
—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION 
—SQENCE 
—SCULPTURE 
^SOOtAL/HUMANITARIAM^

;,.^THEi|TER;::,^

—TRANSPORTATION 
—OTHER (SPECIFY)

J SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

■1

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ; ; ; A}

In the 1630's the Bristish established a town within a stockade 
fort on the edge of Long Island Sound and gave it the name Saybrook 

" for Lord Say and Seal and Lord Brook had claimed the land for the 
British- crown. Within thirty years the settlement had expanded 
beyond the fort and many new routes inland were opened up. Because 

1 it was located on the coast. Old Saybrook became the center for a large 
ship-building industry and (luring the eighteenth century, commercial 

i shipping between Saybrook and the West Indies contributed greatly 
1 to the wealth and expansion of the town. It was due to such prosperity 
that many large impressive homes were built. The buildings surrounding 
the town green, particularly, reflect the wealth and history of the 
erea between 1760 and 1900.

1 i, The first buildings along the green seem to have been large ^
; K residences for prominent Saybrook families, such as the Harts (William 
' IHart, Jr. was a general in the Revolutionary War and a candidate for 

Governor of Connecticut) and the Pratts.' Built in the: late eighteenth 
century, these homes reflect the wealth of this shipping port and of
the expansion of the town away from Long island Sound.

Evidence that the’South Green remained a desirable neighborhood is 
found in the large niheteenth century homes belonging to the Pratts, 
Ingrahams, Bushrfells and Actons, families of scmie meani^HantS iitip 

tin Old Saybrook politics* A general store was built just south of 
this area in 1800, and a library on the Old Boston Post Road in 1873. 
During the nineteenth century the Episcopal and Methodist churches 
were constructed in various sites surrounding the triangle (first on 
(^d Boston Post Road and Pennywise Lane, respectively, then at their 

present locations on Main Street). Thus, the needs of the families 
living on the green were met by walking a very short distance. .

Several of the buildings have been used for a variety of purposes, 
such as #16 Old Boston Post Road, which was used as a church, store and 
post office at various times. #43 Pennywise Lane is unusual, too, for 
it is thought to have been built originally aa a carriage house*

'^4
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By surveying this small area of Old Saybrook, one can view both 
the architectural and social development of the entire community 
during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Many of the old 
houses reflect a high style of design and thus are impressive 
representatives of a bygone era. Visually, the district is a great 
asset to the town for its lovely streetscapes reflect a versatility 
of building styles and compatible building scale, making it one of 
the loveliest village greens in the state.
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Office of the

STATE
HISTORIC
PRESERVATION
OFFICER
for Connecticut

59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 203 566-3005

June 15, 1976

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
of Historic Places 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

RECEIVED
2 > S76

national
register

The enclosed photographs will supplement the material 
submitted on the Old Saybrook South Green, (ILti-Saybrook,- 
Connecticut nomination to the National Register of Historic 
PlacesT In the opinion of the State Historic Preservation 
Officer, these structures do not constitute an "intrusion." 
The houses preserve the set back from the street and are 
not completely out of scale with the 18th and 19th century 
structures also in the area.

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate 
to contact Clark Strickland of my staff.

Sincerely,

'ohn W. I^annahan 
State Historic Preservation 

Officer

CJS/eb
Enclosures

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER: The person responsible for implementation in Connecticut of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 administered by the Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Washington, D. C.

L/
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Bob* dnri«tei^«r 3* Dodd Direator, CkmMetient Biatorieal
Regional Director» North Atlantic

Region
Ceoeiaoloii
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Hartford» Coaneetient 0610S
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OTHER KAMS;

location: 1?^. R^v-w^-oC-u, iV)^ ^
STREET a NUMBER ^ ' 0 ^

OTY.TOWN

^ VIONITYOF

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

code

OWNER OF PROPERTY! (Circle) a/^vateVstate ^ocal gov't> municipal codnty other

ADMINISTRATOR(underline)
'C-GT

federal(AGENCY NAME)i
KPS REGION: (CIRCLE) ^iTATLANTI^ MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST

SOUTHV-JEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST PACIFIC NORTffiffiST

features:

CONDITION

INTERIOR exterior ENVIRONS
_ Substantially intact-1 fegubstantially intact-2 J^Tubstant^ially intact-3
_un)cnown-4 __un)aiown.-5 ,_..un)aiown -6

applicable - 7 — not applicable - 8 _^ot applicable-9

-.Interior, exterior, environs not intact-0
_M^LENT _DETERIORATED
1^00 _HUINS

_fAIB _JJNEXPOSED
_Unexcavated

_UN^TERED
^(mneD

—Reconstructed
—Excavated

RIGINALSITE 
—MOVED
—Unlinown

ACCESS- ^es-restricted^ Yes-unrestricted No access

historic district?
Vitknown

HO

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES 
IF YES,. NAME;

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? 
IF YES, NAME:

ADAPTIVE use; YES ^»q)
<s

Saved ? yes ^

YES

FUNCTION (S); (use vbcabulary words) 

then-

now-

significance;

^ _J^RCHEOLOGY-PR6H1STORIC .LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE .RELIGION entertainment
«>BCHEOtOGY HISTORIC .CONSERVATION _LAw/Gov't/politics .SCIENCE _health
..AG^CULTURE 

(J '^nCHITECTURE
7 _>RT

.ECONOMICS .UTERATURE —recreation

.EDUCADON .MIUTARY —SOaAl/HUMANITARIAN __settlement

.ENGINEERING .MUSIC .TRANSPORTATION i _socio/cultural
.^itf^an & commun.COMMERCE .EXPLORATION .PHILOSOPHY

.COMMUNICATIONS _JNDUSTRY .POUTICS/GOVERNMENT .OTHER (SPECIFY! planning

Claims
.INVENTION

**first’-’ YES oldest’-’ YES ^ '^onlyy YES



architectural style:
architect/m .builder: engineer:

. landscap^^garden designer: artist/artisan:
interior decorator: builder/contractor:

ETHNIC group:

NAMES;
(label role 

&
appropriate date)

personal

events

institutional

dates: date of construction (Specific date or 1/4 of century) : (*7(bIO f^OO

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: .

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S):

SOURCE. (OP NOMINATION) PRIVATE CSTATE

OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY:

acreage;.

LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY

'(to nearest tenth of em acre) ,20

COMMENTS; (include architectural information here)

"ucl Oxiuoi- -Wuihoe^A; t»c«vfcoun* M‘tsl\uckw« irtcJludina ? chtfftdmirvMdly rtiidLUviud diaKicI oxiuoi- -Wwh 9««a; JLudinq ;l (Lnd t*JL
, bu WiiUlto) fiwthiuits pdmiiuiA): uV»V'

^tmMWtradJ bUJiJdirNt) ',6^ i'» -4jua* rriflAortly Ot-shjULthuiS BtMjLj; hticuun nUT ound. t^OO ‘r\
UOAjlCU^ Ot CurdultUOAO^ fifs*- s»J<-Ud. by buortA aatcU^ cuNieA Crv sVu^^uddio^ - hmjw butU'
aljAg efuuih dUAirtg 'Wuo A4Jdc/ ■Wto *HiAaKaa» (>^44idU»U£h4)rivtdaaJjni«-d'<<»l1uAir\lo
SVUppiAdfWU'- . i

significance:(maximum two sentenc^d-G^^Zv

^fe/^


