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) The New Haven Railroad Station, or Union Station, was constructed
in 1919-20 and designed by Cass Gilbert (1859-1934). The monumental,
four-story, brick building is located on Union Avenue, named for the
building, and it is a restrained example of the Second Renaissance
Revival style.l The symmetrical facade is divided into three sections
with the central portion projecting a few feet forward, The entire
facade has a five foot high, crushed-stone and concrete base, Five
monumental recessed arches rise three stories and contain the windows
for the building's central section. The two flanking sections contain
five evenly spaced vertical groupings of windows which also rise three
stories., Above the third story a marble beltcourse extends the full
length of the facade and visually sets off the fourth story windows.
The fenestration of the fourth story central section is comprised of
five groupings of three windows placed directly above the arches of the
lower stories. In the flanking sections the fourth story windows are
grouped in pairs and similarly spaced directly above the vertical
groupings of windows on the lower three floors. The eave of the building
is rendered in marble with the underside accentuated by guttae and
diamond-shaped panels., The effect of a roéf batustrade s created by a
continuous row of skylights set back from the eave and separated by
vertical supports. The exterior walls of the building are brick, set
in a Flemish-bond pattern with glazed headers. The sides of the building
are broken by symmetrical groupings of windows, as is the rear of the
buiding which has a four-story fire escape.

At the base of the two outermost arches of the facade's central
section are the station's main entrance doors. They lead to a three-
story concourse which entirely fills the central section of the
station., Directly across from the main entrances are a series of
ticket windows. To the north of the entrance doors is a room formerly
used as a restaurant and in the corners of the south end of the builging
are the former "retiring room for women" and "smoking room for men,"

On the second story a now enclosed balcony runs the full length of the
concourse on the east and west (front and rear) of the building. The
interior is accented by ten large spherical lighting fixtures suspended
on long chains from an ornate coffered, plaster ceiling, Three boxed
and painted steel beams span the east-west axis of the concourse. The
concourse floor consists of eight inch square brick tiles and the first-
story walls are faced with marble. Above the first floor the brick

core walls of the concourse are faced with concrete, imitation
travertine marble blocks., The original oak benches for passengers are

still in place in the concourse.
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Citytrust

Attn: Richard F. Meade
Senior Vice President
961 Main Street
Bridgeport, CT 06602
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Attn: Mayor Edward D. Bergin, Jr.
236 Grand Street

Waterbury, CT 06702
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In the two flanking sections of the building the second and third
floors are divided into office space. The fourth floor, which also
consists of office space, runs the entire length of the building.

Below the first floor is a full basement which contains the heating and
ventilating systems,

Union Station has undergone limited alterations, the most
significant of which is the enclosing of the second story balcony of
the concourse, This occurred in the 19MO'§ to provide space for a
U.S.0. lounge and servicemen's facilities, A newsstand and lunch
counter in the 1940's replaced an information center in the middle of
the concourse. Other minor alterations consist of closing a north entrance
to the building and the subdivision and remodeling of office space.

Footnotes

1Marcus Whiffen, American Architecture Since 1780: A Guide to the
Styles. (1969), pp. 155-58 "The Second Renaissance Revival,”

: 2vpprains Come and Go in New R.R., Station Here," New Haven Journal
Courier, 5 April, 1920, p. 3.

3"Building That's Never Locked is Host to Varied Thousands, " New
Haven Register, 22 January, 1956, p. 7.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The primary significance of Union Station is its history as the
central station and home office for the once preeminent New Haven
Railroad during a period of rail dominance as a transportation means,

Much of New Haven's importance as a focal point for New England rail
traffic is directly linked to Union Station., It stands as a symbol of
New Haven's and New England's dependence on rail transportation which,
over the years, contributed extensively to the growth of commerce and
industry in the area and provided an elegant gateway to the City.

The Station is also noteworthy because it was designed by Cass Gilbert,
one of America's leading architects during the first quarter of this
century. Gilbert, who began his career with the firm of McKim, Mead and
White, established nis own office with James Knox Taylor at St. Paul,
Minnesota, in 1880, During the next fifty years he received a wealth of
commissions, including the state capitols of Minnesota (1895), Arkansas
(rebuilding, 1912), and West Virginia (1928), Gilbert also designed the
sixty-story Woolworth Building (1912) in New York,at the time the tallest
building in the world, and the United States Supreme Court Building (1934),

The name Union Station symbolized the building's function as the
nexus for several New England railroads. It was the third station in
New Haven, built to replace the former Union Station whicg burned May 9,
1918, The existing station, which opened April 5, 1920, is an example
of a rapidly disappearing species of building in which monumental interior
space and precise proportions are essential to the structure's harmony.
Union Station epitomizes Gilbert's personal architectural :credo: that "no
matter how ornate or how simple and plain a structure may be, in the last
analysis, its|9rincipal claim to beauty lies in its proportions, not in
its adornment.

Footnotes

lucass Gilbert," National Cyclopedia of American Biography, (1937),
Vol. 26, p. 20.

ZuNew Ramp Enclosure Being Built at Railroad Station Here," New
Haven Register, 16 December, 1954,
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

24 Worcott HiLL Roap, P.O. DRAWER A
WETHERSFIELD, CONNECTICUT 06109

Office of the
Commissioner ' August 20, 1975

Honorable Stanley Hathaway
Office of the Secretary
United States Department
of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Hathaway:

) Mr. John W. Shannahan, Connecticut's Historic Preservation
0fficer who serves on the Connecticut Review Board for the National
Register, has notified this Department that the New Haven Railroad
Station located on Union Avenue, in the City of New Haven, has been
nominated to the Register. It is my understanding that this nomina-
tion has been transmitted to the Keeper of the National Register,
United States Department ol the Interior, National Park Service.

This building is not now in use. It is essentially a shell
and requires comprehensive rehabilitation, including heat, plumbing
and electrical system replacement.

This Department has lease-option control over this property.
I appeared before the Connecticut Review Board on July 24, 1975 to
support my opposition to the nomination of this structure to the
National Register. As lease holder of this property, we are involved
in complex negotiations with potential government and private groups
for utilization of this vacant structure. This building is suffi-
ciently large to accommodate both a transportation center and commer-
cial activities and offices.

Placement of this building on the National Register will
add unnecessary complications to the ongoing negotiations and could
frustrate plans for its reactivation as a transportation center,
with related uses. I am in support of the preservation of this
structure while better utilizing its space.
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“Honorable Stanley Hathaway -2 - . August 20, 1975

4

-

Therefore, I have recommended that the site be’ placed
on the Connecticut Register of Historic Places as provided by
Connecticut Statutes. By this action, all decision making would
" be accomplished within Connecticut. Further, it is my understanding
that this building was designed by New York, New Haven and Hartford

Railroad Company engineers, and that it has no outstanding historical
significance.

I urge disapproval of the nomination before your Agency
to place the New Haven Railroad Station on the National Register.

Sincerely,

amuel Kanell
Commissioner

cc: Mr. Harlan Griswold

22 4



"Office of the
STATE

HISTORIC
PRESERVATION

OFFICER

for Connecticut

59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET . HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 . 203 566-30065

August 29, 1975

Dr. William J. Murtagh

National Register of Historic Places
U.S. Department of the Interior

18th and C Streets, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Enclosed is a copy of a letter from Samuel Kanell,
Commissioner of the Connecticut Department of
Transportation concerning the New Haven Railroad
Station for your information.

Sincerely,
;;g John W. Shannahan
Director

eb
Enclosure

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER: The person responsible for implementation in
Connecticut of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 administered by the
Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Washington, D. C.
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Commissioner

State of Commecticut

Department of

#h Weolcott HilLL 2.0, Drawer A

Wethersfield,

Dear Nr. Esaell:

Thank you for letter to forwer Secretary Hsthewsy concerning the
of the Hew Hoven Bailrced Station to the Natiomal Register

of Historie Places.

The station was neminated to the Naticual by the State of

Comnecticut for its evchitectural and its in the

history of treasportation. Enclosed is a copy of the uomination sube

mwum“mm of the structwre.

mm.-ﬂn

Hational Register program.

listing on the Nestionel is Federul recogaition that & property
possesses historic values and is worthy of Inclusion of
a property on the Estional insures that the Advisory Council
on Preservation is given an opportunity to review and comment
upon any , or executed by & Federel Ageney
thet may affect the ' i on

e N



(Sgd) Douglas P. Wheeler

Deputy Assistant Secyetary of the Iatericr

JRDII (SR
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| NATIOUAL PARK SERVICE
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Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation

1522 K Street N.W.
\?Yashington. D.C. 20005

{
Ms. Janice Artemel
DeLeuw, Cather/Parsons & Associates
1201 Connecticut Avenue, NW.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Dear Ms.!Artemel:

On June 14, 1978, the Council received a determination from your office,
on behalf of the Federal Railway Administration, U.S. Department of
Transportation, that removal of the stairway skylights and removal of the
glass and muntins of the large skylight monitors in the New Haven Union
Station, New Haven, Connecticut, would not adversely affect the Railroad
Station, a property that is included in the National Register of Historic
Places. The Executive Director does not object to your determination.

A copy of your determination of no adverse effect, along with supporting
documentation and this concurrence, should be included in any assessment
or statement prepared for this undertaking in compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act and should be kept in your records as evidence

of your compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 470f, as amended, 90 Stat. 1320).

Youf continued cooperation is appreciated.

Sincerely,

T

Signed
Myra F. Harrison
Assistant Director
Office of Review

and Compliance

The Council is an independent unit of fbe Executive Branch of the Federal Government charged by the Act of
October 15, 1966 to advise the President and Congress in the field of Historic Preservation.
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Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation

1522 K Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005 SEP 2 0 1978

Mr. R. P. Howell

Project Director

DeLeuw, Cather/Parsons

1201 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Dear Mr. Howell:

We have received your letter of August 18, 1978, in which you determine,

on behalf of the Federal Railroad Administration(FRA), that renovation

of the New Haven Union Station, New Haven, Connecticut, as part of the
Northeast Corridor Improvement Project, will have no adverse effect on
that property which is included in the National Register of Historic Places.

The Executive Director will not object to your determination of no adverse

.~ effect if the following condition is met:

Prior to commencing construction, DeLeuw, Cather/Parsons, on
behalf of FRA, will submit final plans and specifications to
the Connecticut State Historic Preservation Officer for review
and comment. If, after review of the documentation, the State
Historic Preservation Officer is of the opinion that the
undertaking will adversely affect the resource, the FRA will
request the comments of the Council in accordance with

Section 800.4(e) of the Council's Procedures.

If you agree to this condition, please sign on the concurrence line below

and return this letter to us. Upon receipt we will acknowledge that the
Executive Director does not object to your determination of no adverse effect.
This will satisfy your responsibility pursuant to Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 470f, as amended, 90 Stat.

1320) and the Council's "Procedures for the Protection of Historic and
Cultural Properties" (36 CFR Part 800).

Thank you for your cooperation.
§1ncerely,
med
Myra F. Harrison
Assistant Director

Office of Review
and Compliance

I concur:

The Council is an independent unit of the Executive Branch of the Federal Government charged by the Act of
o1 19464 adaice the P nt and Conoress im the feld af EHictarie Deacoarsisfions
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