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The Silversmith ' s Shop (national Register 10/6/70) , is a s mall garnbr e l ­
roofed building of frame construction , b uilt by Joseph Carpenter in 1772-
1774. Its unusual feature is the wooden shutters which meet from top 
and bottom rather than from side to side . Just to the east is t he school, 
e rected t hrouP:h t he efforts of Dr . Danie l Lathrop, who left a le gacy of 
five hundred pou_nds for an endowed free gr ammar s chool , in 1782 . Built 
the following year , it is believed to be one of t he earliest brick schoolv 
houses still standing i n t he State . I t is of t he s ame scale as the Silver­
smith ' s Shop next door, both being of one and a half storie s and having 
gcimbrel roofs . 

Alorn:z East Tov.m Str eet and Huntington Lane are some of the most handsome 
houses in t }le district . The Gene ral Jedediah ~ untington' House was built 
in 1765 f or one of t he mo re illustrious milikry men of t he '?.evolutionary 
Pe riod . ( ati o~al qe gister 11/ 6/ 70 ) . A large ~eorgian~ house , it i s of 
twin- chimney, center hallway form with gamb rel roof a nd ovnr l-ianP-i ng gable 
ends at 3rd floor level. The nine- window facade displays lintels at 
window heads c ut to resemble brick, with a keystone arch . Projec ting 
center b ay contains a paneled door , framed by sideli ~hts and reeded 
pilasters . Above the door is a semi- e l liptical fan light in spider web 
pattern. The outstardinfl" f eature i nside i s t he fine maho i;::any staircase 
which has baltsters of alterna ting twisted rope patte rns . At. l6 Huntington 
Lane stands t he Br adford- Huntington House (National Re giste r 10/6/70) o 

One of the most i nteresting old homes to survive , this is one of the three 
r emaining structures built by a founder . One part of the ho use dates from 
before 1691, for Simon Huntington°"purchased f rom either Thomas or John 
Br adford the land and nnew (!welling house 11 in 1691 . There were addi tions 
made in 1719 when Sil".lo • 1 s son J oshua obtained the homestead . There are 
many early features remaining : the heavy, plain box cornice at eaves line , 
the wide overhang at gable ends , and the small vr.indow above en try. There 
are two sections; that to the rear is essentially another house , be ing 
also 2~ stories . I t wa.s probably this part that was built by Jos hua ' s son, 
General Jabez HuntinP.'ton, a vvealthy Viest Indian trader who c rune into pos­
session of t he property in 1745 . The house has been well- preserved and 
is especially interesting for its growth pattern showing the changes 
within one family . 

There are many and varied structures in the District. Washington Street, 
fo r example , the eastern boundary, has many f ine houses built befor e 1800, 
one very new house , the 'as t District School, 1789 (National Register 10/ 
28/ 70) , and t he Leffingwell I nn , 1675 ( ~rational Re giste r 12/ 29/ 70) . 
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\.rhe first settlement in Forwich was in 1660 and was located in the area 
known as Norwichto1J11n . Althoup'h three hundred years have passed, the 
pattern and features of that settlement are still ap})arent in the great 
number of early structures remaininq. Some have been altered , reflecting 
their varied uses . The Historic District includes that area of fj rs.t 
settl§ll5l.nt , vrhich is the Green and surroundinc: streets. 

No rwich was founded by a g roup of___..about 35 men f rom Saybrook who peti tione 
the General Court at Hartford in JiTay, 1659, for permission to make a 
settlement here . Nine square miJes were deeded to them by the Hohe r.;an 

"
1 :ncas ~nd his sons nwaneco and Attawanhood in June , 1659. In the spring 
of 1/.)60 the Reve rend James P'i tch moved f rom Saybrook to No rwich with 
the principal part of his congregation. 

The "Tovm Plot" vms laid out along the Yantic River. Home lots were 
several acres and included pasture land . Near the center of the Plot 
was an open space for public bui1din1w ; this area was soon kno'wn as 
~vieetinghouse Plain or the Green . Somevrhat later, in 1729, the Tovm 
Proprie t ors voted that ··-eetinP-house Plain "shall be and remain to be o • • 
for pub lick Use for the whole Town f orever henceforth without alter­
ation.111 The church had its place here and has alternately stood on 
the Green and on the cliff behind (~~eetinghouse Rocks) . The second and 
third churches were erected on this high point which also served as a 
watch tower against I ndian raids . Behinci the church stood the powder 
house , a wooden structure which was set on fire and exploded during the 
Revolution. '.L'he fourth church was built.at the northwest corner of the 
Green in 1770, and the fifth, the present building, in the s2Jne place when 
the fourth burned in 18010 Accompanying the church on the Green were the 
courthouse , shops, residences , and more than one tavern . 

Py 1836 when John Barber wrote his 11 Collectionstt , the town was a place 
of about two hundred houses on pleasant rural streets within a short 
distance of the Congregational Church . The area outlined by the historic 
district includes the Green an<i these streets , still much the same as 
they were in Barber's day . The district has kept , through much eff ort 
and work of its residents, a great deal of its important early atmos­
phere . The streets around the ~J.reen are narrow and not easily accessible 
t9 vehicular traffic . Washington Str eet i s a major city street , but its 
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#8 Significance

STATE

Connecticut
COUNTY

New London
FOR NPS USE ONLY

NUMBER DATE

importance ends mth a highway entrance just south of the district, 
so the part through the district has not become congested. Near-by 
commercial areas are being contained by the district boundaries, though 
at the present time, the southeastern edg^ near the junction of Toto 
Street and NevT^ London Turnpike, is being threatened by a hamburger 
stand of a natiom’/ide chain which is looking for an extension to its 
parking lot. The Historic District Commission is opoosing the proposal 
to demolish a house in the district and has asked th-t the district 
be nominated for inclusion in the National Register for the prestige 
and status sometimes found in the recognition^by not only a State 
agency but the Federal Government.

^0'Keefe and Doroshevich, p. lit.
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DIRECTOR

HERBERTC. DARBEE 
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^closed please find the nomination for the

Accompanying the nomination, pictures and tnnn- 
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any necessaiy defensive action.
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Dr. William J. Murtagh
Keeper of The National Register
National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior
National Park Service
18th and C Streets, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Reference: Historic District Commission of the City of Norwich, Connecticut

Dear Doctor Murtagh:

Under separate cover you will find a brochure describing a legal case under 
litigation in Connecticut which I, as Acting State Historic Preservation Officer, 
believe to be of critical importance, as precedent, to preservation in general 
throughout the United States and of particular importance in Connecticut as, very 
probably, either upholding this State’s Historic District legislative effectiveness 
or destroying it.^ It is the first such case in Connecticut. The Connecticut Historical 
Commission, of which I am Chairman, reviewed this Norwich matter on June 25, 1974 and, 
by^vote, authorized me to solicit, in the Commission's name, help from any public or 
private source in supporting the position of The Historic District Commission of Norwich.

Briefly, the situation is as follows:

The Norwichtown Green, as part of a larger area, is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. This Green is the heart of the settlement of Norwich, Connecticut, which 
is one of this State's major cities and, incidentally, itself a striking museum of affluent 
architectural styles from the 17th to the 20th centuries.

The Norwichtown Green is architecturally and historically intact except for one modern 
Intrusion: a small one storey simulated Georgian brick building occupied by the Prudential 
Insurance Company. There is only one other commercial venture on the Green carried on in 
a handsome older structure. This is historically consistent with the Connecticut village 
mixed use pattern of the 18th, 19th and early 20th centuries.



Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keepdr of the National Register Page Two

"Lord's Tavern" (see map in brochure), now a dwelling is owned by Mr. Abraham A. Figarsky.
>''"Lord's Tavern" is an integral part of the Norwichtown Green. It also serves as the 

buffer separating the Green from a large modern shopping center and commercial area 
situated directly to the south and southwest of the Green.

Unfortunately, the City of Norwich has included the land upon which Lord's Tavern 
stands as part of a commercial zone.

Directly to the south of Lord's Tavern is a MacDonald hamburger stand with its own 
existing off-street parking. This hamburger stand is the northern terminus of the 
large commercial area before it reaches the Green.

Mr. Figarsky wishes to demolish Lord's Tavern to sell the land, presumably for commercial 
use. It is rumored, and the presumption is pretty strong, that the owner of the 
MacDonald land wishes to purchase the Lord's Tavern land for an expansion of MacDonald's 
parking area.

Parking, physically, could be achieved by using land to the south of the MacDonald's 
stand. So far as I know, this land is not under serious consideration nor, so far as 
I know, has it been offered by its present owner. The only point I'm making here is 
that physically, there are other viable alternatives in this part of Norwich for com­
mercial development, whether for parking or some other commercial use.

No potential commercial or automotive encroachment on (a) historical values (b) 
architectural purity or (c) cultural ambience is, in my opinion, more of a classic 
case than this one. If this case for preservation is lost, it won't be the first one 
but it will certainly set our task back a great distance in Connecticut.

I would therefore urge you to assist Norwich in any way possible. Specifically, if 
you could enter the case as amicus curae, it would be most helpful. Further information 
in Washington, D.C. on this case may be secured from Mr. Michael F. Wiedl, III of the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation.

Letters to The Historic District Commission of Ndrwich, Connecticut should be directed 
in care of Attorney Richard N. Ziff, Corporation Counsel for the City of Norwich.

Further information may be secured from Mr. Philip A. Johnson, President Emeritus of 
The Society of The Founders of Norwich, Connecticut, Inc., 405 Washington Street, 
Norwich, Connecticut 06360 or from Mr. Ziff. Of course. The Connecticut Historical 
Commission and Ijias Acting Historic State Preservation Officer,will also assist in any 
way possible.

Harlan H. Griswold 
Acting State Historic Preservation Officer

HHG:tf



Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register Page Three

CC: Attorney Sidney Giber 
Office of The Attorney 
State of Connecticut 
Hartford, Connecticut

General

Attorney Richard N. Ziff
Corporation Counsel
City of Norwich, Connecticut 06360

Mr. Philip Johnson, President Emeritus 
Society of The Founders of Norwich, Connecticut 
405 Washington Street 
Norwich, Connecticut 06360

Mr. Michael F. Wiedl, III
The National Trust for Historic Preservation 
740-748 Jackson Place, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

All Members of The Connecticut Historical Commission

P.S.- -Although I am not a native of Connecticut nor have I lived in Norwich, 
Connecticut, I believe you should know (a) that it is the birthplace of 
my mother-in-law whose lineage goes back to a founder ff Norwich and (b) 
that I am a direct descendant of Francis Griswold, a founder of Norwich, 
who is buried in proximity to the Norwichtown Green.



^ United States Department of the Interior

IN REPLY REFER TO:
H34-PR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

AUG 5 «74

Mr. Harlan H. Griswold 
Chairman, Connecticut Historical 

Commission
59 South Prospect Street 
Hartford, Connecticut 06106

Dear Mr. Griswold:

Belated thanks for your letter of July 3 and apologies that no 
acknowledgement £»r this receipt was forthcoming in my absence.

It is my understanding that the government enters a case such as 
you described in your correspondence only through the Department 
of Justice. The Solicitor's Office in our agency advises me that 
all three levels of government, i.e., local. State, and Federal 
would have to be involved before any consideration might be given 
to the case by Justice. This would involve, therefore, the district's 
being on the National Register which would represent Federal 
Government involvement, and the delineation of the district under 
a State ordinance rather than a local municipal zoning action.

I shall call Mike Weidl at the Trust who may be able to shed 
further light on this situation and if the above involvements 
appear to apply in this case I shall initiate a request with the 
Solicitor's Office to explore whether the Department of Justice 
might wish to enter the case.

Please rest assured that we will do whatever we can to assist you.

Sincerely yg^urs.
.♦ /

9

William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Registf

“5

m
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Let’s Clean Up America For CXir 200th Birthday
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August 12, 1974
■

' - Y.'

Attorney Richard Ziff
126 Broadway
Norwich, Connecticut 06860

- ■S',/ -.' . ' .
.V -<

., , - .

Dear Attorn^ Ziff

The enclosed letter from Dr. Murtagh is self-explanatory. On the face of 
it, it would seem that the Norwich case^on the basis of his letter, would 
qualify for Federal consideration.

' 4 ■ .
I leave it up to you to pursue this, if you agree, with Dr. Murtagh.

"' 5

. -7 •
' f "

Cordially,

Harlan H. Griswold
Chairman

-'■■k HHG:tf
enc

cc: Mr. Philip A. Johnson, President Emeritus
The Society of the Founders of Norwich, Connecticut, Inc.
405 Washington Street
Norwich, Connecticut 06360
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City of Norwich
CONNECTICUT

CORPORATION COUNSa 
Richard Newton Ziff 

126 Broadway 
Norwich, Conn. 06360 

889-3378

DOCKET NO. 23529 
ABRAHAM A. FIGARSKY, ET AL

VS.

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
OF THE CITY OF NORWICH

ASST. CORPORATION COUNSEL 
Geurton D. Silverberg 

257 Main Street 
Norwich, Conn. 06360 

889-8349

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

NEW LONDON COUNTY

SUMMARY

1. On November 29, 1972, Plaintiffs applied to Defendant 
for a Certificate of Appropriateness to demolish a 
Building hounding Norwichtown Green.

2. On January 26, 1973, the Defendant denied said application.

3. On February 8, 1973, Plaintiffs appealed said denial 
to the Court of Common Pleas for New London County.

A. On March 6, 197A, said Court rendered a decision up­
holding the action of the Defendant.

5. On April 10, 197^, the Plaintiffs filed a Petition for 
Certification with the Supreme Court of Errors of the 
State of Connecticut asking that the decision of the 
Court of Common Pleas he reviewed.

6. On May 8, 197A, said Petition for Certification for 
appeal was granted hy the Supreme Court of Errors.

7. Said case is now pending in the Supreme Court of Errors 
and may he heard prior to the end of 197A.

D E F E

RNZ/eal

Richard H§iw«;«n Ziff 
Corporation Counsel
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DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED

HISTORIC DISTRICT IN THE

CITY OF NORWICH /sw fifravEfl
JAN 2 1973

PARCEL NO. 1 national
register

BEGINNING at a point on the southwesterly 1..
Washington Street at its intersection with tin 
northwesterly line of the State Highway known as 
Route 2 and 32, said point being at the most easterly 
corner of land of the Society of The Founders of 
Norwich, known as the "Leffingwell Inn" property, and 
thence running southwesterly along said State Higliway 
98.25 feet; thence deflecting to tlie right and 
running southwesterly along said State Higliway lino 
about 130 feet to a point in range with the southwesterly 
line of land of E. Fitch Johnson; tlience nortliwesterly 
about 110 feet, abutting southwesterly on otlicr land 
of tlie Society of tlio Founders of Norwich; thence 
northeasterly 206.9 feet to the southwesterly line of 
Town Street, abutting northwesterly on land of said 
Johnson; thence northwesterly along said Town Street 
line about 80 feet; thence northeasterly crossing said 
Town Street about 40 feet to tlie southeasterly corner 
of land of Leo and Mary Bosper; tlience northerly 112.8 
feet to the southwesterly line of Butts Lane; abutting 
westerly on said Bosper land; thence southwesterly along 
said Lane line 70 feet; thence northwesterly crossing 
said Butts Lane about 30 feet to the southeasterly 
corner of land of Julian and Elizabeth Williams; thence 
northwesterly 82.5 feet; thence southwesterly 148 feet; 
thence southerly 26.5 feet, these last three lines 
abutting southwesterly, southeasterly, and easterly on 
said Williams land; thence westerly 336.5 feet, abutting 
southerly on land now or formerly of Ralph and Elizabeth 
Anderson and land of Robert and Arlene Ferrce; thence 
southwesterly 98.0 feet to the northeasterly line of Town 
Street, abutting soutlieasterly on said Ferrec land; thence 
nortliwesterly along said Town Street line 315.8 feet to 
land of Realty Enterprises, Inc.; thence northeasterly 
151.7'feet; thence northerly 25 feet; thence northeasterly
10.5 feet; thence nortlierly 286.6 feet; thence westerly
130.5 feet; thence northerly 72.0 feet; thence westerly
230.6 feet; thence southerly 75.7 feet, tliese last eight 
lines abutting northwesterly, westerly, southerly, and 
easterly on said land of Realty Enterprises, Inc. thence 
westerly 275,8 feet, abutting southerly on lands of 
William Brosofsko, et al, Beebe Realty Co., Alice Norin, 
Lawrence and Rita Furlong, Michael and Amanda Garvie and 
Connecticut Bank and Trust Company; thence northerly 45.5 
feet, abutting westerly on said Connecticut Bank and 
Trust Company land; thence westerly 323 feet, abutting 
southerly on said Connecticut Bank and Trust Company land

iil'
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an<l lan<l of Peter an<l Jane Przekop; thence southwesterly 
78 feet to the northeasterly line of Town Street, abutting 
southeasterly on said Przekop land; thence southwesterly 
about 20 feet to the center of Town Street; thence 
northwesterly nlonp, thu ccntur li11u o( 'J'ow11 Street about 
38 feet; thence southwesterly about 20 foct to the 
northwesterly ,corner of lan<l of Lathrop; thence so1:1th­
westerly 69.5 feet, ·abuttin~ southeasterly on said 
Lathrop land; thence westerly 94.9 feet to the easterly 
line of New Londo~ Turnpike, abutting southerly on land 
of Elton; thence southwesterly, crossi1q~ suid Turnpike 
about 41 feet to northwesterly corner of land of Rose Durr; 
thence westerly 295 feet abutting southerly on said Durr 
land and land of James Fleming; thence northwesterly 
about 150 feet to the southeasterly line of West Town 
Street at a point 110 foot soutl11vestcrly fro111 the most 
nortlwrly COI'llOX' or land <.>f A. n.ol>crt und Nori11a t1chnip, 
abutting southwesterly on lantl of said Schnip; thence 

·northwesterly· about 25 fe~t to the center of said West 
Town Street; thence southweste:rly along the center line of 
West Town Street about 540 feet; thence northerly about 
25 feet to the southeasterly corner of land of Flonrnce 
ll. Southomio; thonco northorly uhuut H10 feet abuttiiqt 
westerly on saic.l Southousc lan<l; thence westerly about 110 
feet, abutting ~outherly .on ~aitl Southouse land and . 
land of William an<l Mary Mahoney; thence northwesterly 
about 290 feet, abuttinr; southwesterly on sai<l ~lahoney 
lan<l; thence easterly and northeasterly about 190 feet, 
abutting northerly rrnJ northwosturly 011 lu11d or l'uul 
Darr; thence easterly about 165 [cot; thence northeasterly 
about 830 feet, these last two lines abuttinf~ northerly 
and northwesterly on land of Robert and Carol Degler; 
thence southeasterly about 200 feet, abutting northeasterly 
on said Degler land and land of Walter antl Ethel nurr; · 
thonce northoastorly about 390 feet; thence easterly about 
165 feet to the northwesterly line of Mediterranean Lane, 
these last two lines abutting northwesterly an<l northerly 
on said Durr land; thence easterly, crossing sai<l Lane 
about 35 feet to the southeasterly side of said Lane; 
thence northeasterly about 260 feet to the northwesterly 
corner of land of Wanua Laudone, abutting northwesterly 
on land of Hazel Jewett; thence southerly 135.2 feet; 
thence northeasterly about 331 feet to a point 200 feet 
westerly from the westerly line of Huntington Lane; 
then~e northerly about 145 feet in a line parallel to and 
200 feet westerly from said Lane lino, these last throe 
lines abutting onstcrly, northwesterly, an<l westerly on 

··said Laudone land; thence northerly about 265 feet, abutting 
westerly on land of Roberta M. Glenney; thence easterly 
100 feet; thence northerly 40 feet; thence easterly 60 
feet; thence northerly about 170 feet to a point on the 
southwesterly line of land of E. Arnold Smith, sai<l 
point being 240 feet southeasterly from the northwesterly 
corner of said Smith land, this distance being measured 
along said property line; these last four lines abutting 
northerly and westerly on land of Isabelle F. Plank; thence 
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n'orthcasterly about 340 feet to a point on the westerly 
1 inc o f Scot 1 an <l Ho a <l , 15 U f cc t south e r l y from th c 
northeasterly corner of said Smith land, this distance 
being measured along said Road line, this line abutting 
northwesterly on land of sai<l Smith; thence northeasterly 
about 25 feet to the center of said Road; thence southerly 
along the center line of. said Roa<l about 145 feet; thence 
easterly about 390 feet, abutting northerly 011 a portion 
of said Road and on lanJ of Miriam J. llollyar; then·cc 
southerly 122 feet, abutting easterly on land of Clira 
Clegg; thence westerly about 133 feet, abutting southerly, 
on land of P~ilip and Margaret Lowell; thence westerly 
about 20 feet to the center of Scotland Road; thence 
southerly along the center line of said Road about 340 · 
feet; thence northeasterly about 20 feet to the south­
westerly corner of land of William and Agnes Sanders; 
thence northeasterly about 156 feet, abutting· northwesterly 
on said Sanders land; thence southeasterly 125 feet to 
the northwesterly line .of .Canterbury· Turnpike; abutting 
northeasterly on land of Gardiner ·and 'Charlotte MacGregory; 
thence northeasterly alor1g said Turnpike line about 360 
feet; thence southeasterly crossing sai<l Turnpike about 
45 feet to the northwesterly corner of land of Joseph 
and Rose IIull; thence southeasterly 66 .18 feet, abutting 
northeasterly on sai<l llull lai1d; thence southeasterly 
65.9 feet to the northwesterly line of Ox Hill Road, 
abutting northeasterly on the land of Dora an<l Marion 
Marchand; thence southeasterly crossing said roatl' uhout 
40 feet to the southeasterly line of said Road; thence 
southwesterly along said Ox Hill Road line and the 
southeasterly line of Canterbury Turnpike 350 feet; 
thence southeasterly 202 feet, auutting northeasterly 
on land of Ellen LaPierre; thence southwesterly 12 feet; 
thence southeasterly 130 feet, thence northeasterly 146 
feet to the northwesterly line. of Coit Lane; these last 
three lines abutting southeasterly, northeasterly, and 
northwesterly on land of Lois J3eebe, thence easterly 
about 15 feet to the center of Coit Lane; thence south­
westerly and southerly along the center line of said Lane 
about 620 feet; thence easterly about 15 feet to the south­
westerly corner of land of Margaret Libby; thence easterly 
189.5 feet; abutting northerly on said Libby land; thence 
southerly 244 feet to the northwesterly line of Lathrop 
Lane, abutting easterly on. lan<l of llelen Berkoff; thence 
southerly crossing said Lane abbut 35 feet; thence north­
easterly along the southeasterly line of said Lane about 
220 feet to the southwesterly line of Harland Road; thence 
southeasterly along said Road line 110 feet; thence south-

"Westerly about 307.6 feet, abutting southeasterly on land 
of Dorothy Pearn; thence southerly 292.8 feet, abutting 
easterly on said Fearn land an<l land of Arthur Barnes; 
thence southeasterly 60 feet, abutting northeasterly on 
land of Emanual and Sadie Botnick an<l land of Samuel 
Pearson; thence ·southwesterly 49 feet abutting south­
easterly on land of William Castcnholz; thence southeasterly 
219.4 feet, abutting northeasterly on lan<l of sai<l 
Castenholz and land of Will~am Shields ,Jr.; thence , . 
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southwesterly about 127 feet to the northeasterly line of 
Washington Street, abutting soutlieastcrly on said Sliields 
land and land of Otto and Ruth Berl)crich, tliencc south­
westerly about 25 feet to the center of Washington Street- 
thence southeasterly along the center line of said Street’ 
about 110 feet; thence southwesterly about 30 feet to * 
land of the Society of the Founders of Norwich, at the 
point of beginning.

PARCEL NO. 2

BEGINNING at a point on the northeasterly line of 
Washington Street, at the most westerly corner of land 
of Mrs. John J. Morley, et al, and thence running 
northeasterly 162 feet, abutting southeasterly on said 
Morley land; thence northwesterly 63.5 feet, abutting 
nortlieasterly on land of James and llendrika Kearney; 
thence northwesterly about 110 feet, abutting nortlicasterly 
on land of Esther Schatz; thence northerly 99 feet, 
abutting easterly on land of Raymond and Lorraine 
Chapman; tlience westerly 71 feet; tlicnce northerly 
125 feet; these last two lines al)utting northerly 
and easterly on land of Osita Chapman; thence westerly 
79 feet to the easterly line of Harland Road, abutting 
northerly on land of Mary B. Ardevich; thence nortlierly 
along said Road line about 175 feet, thence westerly 
crossing said Road about 50 feet; thence westerly 
48 feet, abutting northerly on land of Faith Sharpies; 
tlience southerly 128 feet, abutting westerly on said 
Sharpies land and land of Joseph and Florence Grable; 
thence easterly 48 feet, abutting southerly on said 
Grable land; thence easterly about 25 feet to the center 
of Harland Road; thence southerly and southeasterly 
along the center line of said Harland Road and said 
Washington Street about 560 feet; thence northeasterly 
about 25 feet to the point of beginning.
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85 TOWN STREET 
DIAH MANNING HOUSE 

Samuel Manning, born in 1723, married 
Anne Winship in 1 746. He died in 1783 and 
his widow, Anne, daughter Eunice and son 
Diah inherited the house. 

Diah was born in 1760. '1n 1784 he mar­
ried l\nna Gdtord, oaughter of James and 
Susanna (Hubbard) Gifford. I::Ie and his broth­
!if, Roger, served as drummers in the Revo­
lutionary War. Iv 1775 Roger was in Colonel 
Israel Putnam's regiment and Diah in the 8th 
Re.giment under Colonel fedediah Huntington. 
At Valley Forge in 1778 both brothers were 
chosen to bejn Washington's Body Guard, Diah 
being desigiuted Drum Major. Diah carried to 
l'yfajor Andre his last breakfast on the morning_ 
of his execution. 

Diah's family was extremely kind to a 
young mulatto from Haiti who was captured 
by the Americans. His name was Jean Pierre 
Boyer who became the president of the Re­
public of Haiti and later sent a present of 
$400 each to the widows of Consider Sterry 
and Diah Manning in return for their kind­
ness to him in his captivty. 

[ 25 J 

A-Samuel Manning 
,B-1750 
C-Faces South-East 

·n-Wood 
E--Gambrel 
F-Originally stone, replaced 

by 2 brick chimneys 
G-One story and half 
I-I window each side of the 

two front doors; 6/6 sash 
]-Stone 



86 TOWN STREET 
LORD TAVERN 

This house stands on the Rev. James Fitch 
home lot. In February 1702 the Reverend 
Fitch and his son, Daniel, sold property to 
John Waterman, born 1672, son of Lieut. 
Thomas and Miriam (Tracy) Waterman. 
After his death, the widow and her son trans­
ferred the property in 1755 to Nathaniel 
Backus, Jr., husband of Elizabeth Waterman. 
He sold it to Eleazer Lord, Sr., who in turn 
deeded it to Eleazer Lord, Jr., in 1760. This 
one acre is the corner at 86 Town Street. 
There is no mention of a house standing on 
the lot at that time and Eleazer, Jr., built the 
present house, circa 1760. Family tradition 
says that it was built in 40 days. 

Eleazer Lord, Jr., was born about 1729 and 
in 1735 he married his cousin, Elizabeth 
Lord. They had two daughters. 

In this house Mr. Lord kept an Inn which was 
frequented by lawyers attending the sessions 
at the Court of Norwich which was located 
across the street. In 1809 he died and left 
the property and home to his family. The 
house is often called the Compass House be­
cause it faces due north. The ell of the build­
ing has served as the Norwichtown post of-. 
fice at various times. 

[ 26] 

A-Eleazer Lord, Jr. 
B-1760 (Source: Perkins) 
C-Faces North 
D-Wood 
E-Peak 
F-Brick, central 
G-Two stories and a half 
H-On South-west side: 2 

story ell on South side 
I-7 windows front; 2 win­

dows right and 1 left of 
door; new 2/2 sash 

J-Stone 
K-Jnterior altered somewhat; 

chimneys have been rebuilt. 





55 EAST TOWN STREET 
GARDNER CARPENTER HOUSE 

G<trdner Carpenter was born in 1749, son 
of Joseph and Elizabeth (Lathrop) Carpen­
ter. In 1791 he married Mary, daughter of 
Benjamin and Mary (Carew) Brown and 
they had six children. In 1793 he bought 
this property from Benjamin Butler with a 
house on the lot. He then removed the orig­
inal home and built his house. 

He was one of the better known retail 
business men of the era. He maintained a 
mercantile business in half of the shop that 
he shared with his brother, Joseph Carpenter, 
the silversmith. 

During the Revolutionary War he served 
as a paymaster in the Seventeenth Connecti­
cut Regiment in 1776. He was appointed as 
postmaster in Norwich in January, 1799 and 
held this office for fifteen years. He died in 
1815 and Mary died in 1838. This house is 
often referred to as the Red House. 

[ 21 ] 

A-Gardner Carpenter 
B-1793-94 
C-Faces East 
D-Brick 
E-Peak originally, gambrel 

at present due to thin! 
story addition by Joseph 
Huntington in 1816. 

F-Two, end, brick, one also 
on rear wall of main house 
and one modern chimney in 
the rear wing. 

G-2¥2 stories 
H-Several one-story additions 

at the rear of the house. 
In 1958 a one story addi­
tion in the rear family. 
room. Other additions re­
moved during this process. 

l-9 windows front; 6/6 sash. 
Brick lintels on first story. 

]-Rough coursed ashlar 
K-Overhang at 2nd story 

end. Small gabled porch 
built over front door is 
supported by round col­
umns. Interior is original, 
with old paneling. 



2 ELM AVENUE 
SIMON HUNTINGTON, JR., TA VERN 

Simon Huntington was born in 1659 in 
Saybrook, the son of Deacon Simon and 
Sarah (Clark) Huntington. In 1683 he mar­
ried Lydia, daughter of John Gager of Nor­
wich. The couple had four children. 
~imon Huntington, Jr., was very active i!J 

the early community in civic matters, as land 
holder, and in the office of Deacon of the 
Church. In 1694 he was given liberty to keep 
"A house of public entertainment." Inn­
keepers in those days were considered town 
officers. The appointment was one of honor 
and respectability. He succeeded Sgt. Thomas 
Waterman in title. 

The center portion of his home was used 
~ a munitions magazine for the defensive 
weapons of the town as late as 1720. _He died 
in 1736 and willed some of his properties to 
his son and the house to his widow. 

In 1768 Ebenezer, his son, willed the 
house to his son, Simor:, who sold it to 
Thomas Carey. Carey then sold it to Joseph 
Carew, who remodeled and enlarged the old 
house, using parts of it to rebuild it as we 
see it today. 
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A-Simon Huntington, Jr. 
B-=1690. 
C-Faces West 
D-Wood 
E-Peak 
F-2 new brick at ends 
G-Two stories and a half 
1-9-window front with ell 

containing 2 windows to 
South, 12/12 sash. 







69 EAST TOWN STREET 
DR. DANIEL LATHROP SCHOOL 

This small building with its wooden bel­
fry is one of the earliest brick school houses 
still standing in the State ... The school was 
named for Dr. Daniel Lathrop because of his 
efforts in fostering its erection Dr. LathroJ,L 
left a. legacy of £500 for an endowed fres 
grammar school in 1782. Later it was occu­
pied by the Noah Webster Literary Associa­
tion. It is now used by the City of Norwich 
for municipal elections. 

A-Town of Norwich 
B-1783 
C-Faces East 
D-Brick with wooden 

belfry 
E-Gambrel 
F-1 brick, end 
G-Story and a half 
1-4 windows and door; 

12/12 sash 
]-Squared stone 



12 MEDITERRANEAN LANE 
CAPTAIN RICHARD CHARLTON HOUSE 

This charming hideaway was built as a 
retreat between voyages by Captain Charlton 
prior to 1757. He was killed in the capture 
of Havana in that year. He was born in 
England and .it is believed that he was a 
Huguenot. He married Sarah, daughter of 
Thomas and Ann (Birchard) Grist. They had 
six children and when he died, his widow 
inherited the building. At her death their son 
Charles inherited the homestead. He left 
Norwich soon after this and his brother 
Samuel became the owner. It is believed Sam­
uel altered the building to its present design. 

The building has 17th century framing 
with a summer beam seventeen inches across 

A-Richard Charlton 
B-Prior to 1757 (Source: 

Perkins and Owner) 
C-Faces East 
D-Wood 
E-Peak 
F-1 brick, central 
G-Story and half 
1-3 windows each side of 

front door; 6 /6 sash 
)-Stone 
K-Completely restored. In­

terior: Three rooms down­
stairs with a loft above. 
Very narrow steps to loft. 
Living room flour slants 
slightly toward the door to 
facilitate floor washing for . - . 



55 EAST TOWN STREET 
GARDNER CARPENTER HOUSE 

G<trdner Carpenter was born in 1749, son 
of Joseph and Elizabeth (Lathrop) Carpen­
ter. In 1791 he married Mary, daughter of 
Benjamin and Mary (Carew) Brown and 
they had six children. In 1793 he bought 
this property from Benjamin Butler with a 
house on the lot. He then removed the orig­
inal home and built his house. 

He was one of the better known retail 
business men of the era. He maintained a 
mercantile business in half of the shop that 
he shared with his brother, Joseph Carpenter, 
the silversmith. 

During the Revolutionary War he served 
as a paymaster in the Seventeenth Connecti­
cut Regiment in 1776. He was appointed as 
postmaster in Norwich in January, 1799 and 
held this office for fifteen years. He died in 
1815 and Mary died in 1838. This house is 
often referred to as the Red House. 
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A-Gardner Carpenter 
B-1793-94 
C-Faces East 
D-Brick 
E-Peak originally, gambrcl 

at present due to thirJ 
story addition by Joseph 
Huntington· in 1816. 

F-Two, end, brick, one also 
on rear wall of main house 
and one modern chimney in 
the rear wing. 

G-2Y2 stories 
H-Several one-story additions 

at the rear of the house. 
In 1958 a one story addi­
tion in the rear family­
room. Other additions re­
moved during this process. 

I-9 windows front; 6/6 sash. 
Brick lintels on first story. 

]-Rough coursed ashlar 
K-Overhang at 2nd story 

end. Small gabled porch 
built over front door is 
supported by round col­
umns. Interior is original, 
with old paneling. 



2 ELM AVENUE 
SIMON HUNTINGTON, JR., TAVERN 

Simon Huntington was born in 1659 in 
Saybrook, the son of Deacon Simon and 
Sarah (Clark) Huntington. In 1683 he mar­
ried Lydia, daughter of John Gager of Nor­
wich. The couple had four children. 

Simon Huntington, Jr., was very active in 
the early community in civic matters, as land 
holder, and in the office of Deacon of the 
Church. In 1694 he was given liberty to keep 
"A house of public entertainment." Inn­
keepers in those days were considered town 
officers. The appointment was one of honor 
and respectability. He succeeded Sgt. Thomas 
Waterman in title. 

The center portion of his home was used 
as a munitions magazine for the defensive 
weapons of the town as late as 1720. He died 
in 1736 and willed some of his properties to 
his son and the house to his widow. 

In 1768 Ebenezer, his son, willed the 
house to his son, Simor., who sold it to 
Thomas Carey. Carey then sold it to Joseph 
Carew, who remodeled and enlarged the old 
house, using parts of it to rebuild it as we 
see it today. 
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A-Simon Huntington, Jr. 
B~1690 

C-Faces West 
D-Wood 
E-Peak 
F-2 new brick at ends 
G-Two stories and a half 
1-9-window front with ell 

containing 2 windows to 
South, 12/12 sash. 





7 3 EAST TOWN STREET 
SILVERSMITH SHOP 

ose h Car enter was born in,1]47 son of 
Joseph and Elizabeth (Lathrop arpenter. 
In 1775 he married Eunice, daughter of 
Ebenezer and Mary (Huntington) Fitch. 
They had a family of six children and their 
last known residence was in the Chelsea 
Parade area. 

He had this shop built for him between 
J.Z72 and 1774 He was one of the most suc­

ssful of the Norwich silversmiths, clock­
. . 

makers and pewterers an is proaucts are 
501lectors· items. He made jewelry, clocks 
and engravings. He shared the shop with his 
brother, Gardner, who operated a mercan­
tile business. 

The shop stayed in the Carpenter family 
until 1915 and was restored by Norman 
Morrison Isham, Architect, in 1916. It is be­
lieved that this is the only silversmith shop 
to survive in New England. The Society of 
the Founders of Norwich, Connecticut, Inc., 
acquired the building in 1956. 

A-Joseph Carpenter 
B=1772-1773 
C-East 
D-Wood 
£-Gambrel 
F-1-end, brick 
G-Story and a half 
I-Outside wooden fold-up 

shutters 
]-Fieldstone 
K-Restored 



77 EAST TOWN STREET 
JESSE BROWN TAVERN 

Jesse Brown married Anna Rudd, daughter 
of Nathaniel and Mary (Backus) Rudd of 
Franklin, Connecticut in 1769. They had six 
children. He participated in the Revolution 
by officiating as the Governor's Post .. As ex­
press agent and confidential messenger, he 
relayed the news of the occupation of Phil­
adelphia by the British under Lord Howe. In 
1781 he married his wife's cousin, Lucy 
Rudd, daughter of Daniel and Mary (Met­
calf) Rudd. 

In 1 790 he was licensed to open a tavern. 
He became the stage contractor and estab­
lished lines between Boston anp New York 
via Providence and Norwich. 

Close-up of Iron Fence 

A-Jesse Brown 
B-1787-90 
C-Faces East 
D-Wood 
E-Peak 
F-1 brick end and brick 

central 
G-Two stories and a half 
H-Long 2-story ell on outt:r 

ends, East and West 
I-9 windows front, 6/6 sash, 

French type windows on 
first story extend to porch 
floor 

J-Stone 
K-Extensively altered ,, 

On Wednesday evening, August 1, 1797 President John Adams and his wife 
were guests at the Jesse Brown Tavern. He was welcomed by the Matross Com­
pany in full uniform and honored with a sixteen-gun salute. 

One of his daughters, Ann, married John Vernet who built the lovely home: 
located at 118 Washington Street. The famous Vernet grape was first cultivated in 
the garden of Jesse Brown'·s Tavern. Mr. Brown died in 1818 in Wilkes Barre, 
Pennsylvania, where he lived with the Vernet family. . 

Extensively altered, it has been known as the Rock Nook Home for Children. 
The United Workers, the present owner, constitute the organized charities of 
Norwich and serve as The Public Health Agency. 



Bl EAST TOWN STREET 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF 

NORWICHTOWN 

This Church is the fifth meeting house erected 
in Norwich. 

The first meeting house, built about 1660, 
stood near the southeast corner of the Green. 
The second meeting house, erected in 1675, 
was on the summit of Meeting House Rocks 
and served as a lookout against Indian raids 
during King ~hilip"s War. The third meeting 
house was built on the hill near the site of 
the old one and completed in 1713. 

The fourth Church was built at the corner 
of the Green, completed in 1770 and con­
sumed to ashes in 1801 by a fire of incendi­
ary origin. The cornerstone of the present 
Church, the fifth, was laid on June 18, 1801, 
by General Ebenezer Huntington. 

The existing building is representative of 
the period when the huge, barnlike structures 
of the 18th century were becoming more or­
nate. This is evidenced by the square two­
story tower and projecting portico which re­
peats the rather flat lines of the roof and the 
corner quoins of the main building. The 
structure was extensively remodeled in 1845 
and in later years. 

A-First Congregational 
Church 

13-1801 
C-Faces east 
D-Wood 
E-Peak, very flat 
F-1 brick, end 
G- Two stories and a half 
I-Arched. Double tier on 

each side of second floor 
] -Stone 
K- A square, two-story tow­

er rises at front with a 
projecting portico. The cor­
ner quoins are the same 
as those on the main build. 
ing. Two round topped and 
one square headed windows 
on the second floor provide 
an unusual fenestration , the 
principle ornament sky blue. 

This is the house situated in Historic District No. 1 in Norwich whose owner has 
applied for a permit to remove the building. The unencumbered lot would then be sold 
to McDonald's Hamburgers to extend their parking lot . 

In its present location this house screens out from the Green the view of much of 
the restaurant, store and filling station area on Town Street just below McDonald's . 

The Green is the focal point of the historical heritage of Norwich dating from 
1659. Protection of that heritage is the purpose of the opposition to the destruction 
of this house • 

. ,~ 
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EAST TOWN STREET 
MEETING HOUSE ROCKS 

The rocky ledge west of the Norwichtown 
Congregational Church was t~ site in 1675 
Qf the second meeting house in Nor~ich. 
The place served a three-fold purpose as a 
_place of worship, as t watchtower against 
the Indians and as I! garrison post. It is now 
a site for outdoor worship by the First Con­
gregational Church. 
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81 EAST rolFN STREET 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF 

NORWICHTOWN
This Church is the fifth meeting house erected 

in Norwich.
The first meeting house, built about 1660, 

stood near the southeast corner of the Green.' 
The second meeting house, erected in 1675, 
was on the summit of Meeting House Rocks 
and served as a lookout against Indian raids 
during King Philip s War. The third meeting 
house was built on the hill near the site of 
the old one and completed in 1713.

The fourth Church was built at the corner 
of the Green, cfimpleted in 1770 and con- 

^umed to ashes irTl8Ul by a fire ot inrend;. 
ary origin. Xhe. cornerstone of the present 
Qtiurch, the fifth, was laid on June 18. 1801 
by General Ebenezer Huntington. “ ^

The existing building is representative of 
the period when the huge, barnlike structures 
of the 18th century were becoming more or­
nate. This is evidenced by the square two- 
story tower and projecting portico which re­
peats the rather flat lines of the roof and the 
corner quoins of the main building. The 
structure was extensively remodeled in 1845 
and in later years.

C15]

A—First Congregational 
Church 

,B—1801 
C—Faces east 
D—Wood 
E—Peak, very flat 
F—1 brick, end 
G—Two stories and a half 
I—Arched. Double tier on 

each side of second floor 
J—Stone
K—A square, two-story tow­

er rises at front with a 
projecting portico. The cor­
ner quoins are the same 
as those on the main build­
ing. Two round topped and 
one square headed windows 
on the second floor provide 
an unusual fenestration, the 
principle ornament sky blue.



IN 1673 OM THE SUMMIT OF 
Tll'ESE ROCKS WAS ERECTED TllE. 
SECOND MEETING HOUSE BUILT 
IN THE TOWN OF NOKWICH.WHIClt 
SERVED ALS!l AS A WATCH :i-<>WER 
AGAINST TtlC'. INOIANS ---- I 

EAST T 0 If/ N STREET 
MEETING HOUSE ROCKS 

The rocky ledge west of the Norwichtown 
Congregational Church was the site in 1675 
of the second meeting house in Norwich. 
The place served a three-fold purpose as a 
place of worship, as a watchtower against 
the Indians and as a garrison post. It is now 
a site for outdoor worship by the First Con­
gregational Church. 

[ 16) 
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34 EAST TOWN STREET 

governor SAMUEL HUNTINGTON 
HOUSE

Governor Samuel Huntinp^nn was one of 
the most distinguished citizens of Norwich 
Born on July 3. 1732 in Scotland, Connecti­
cut, he was the eldest child and as a boy was 
a farmer. Through self education and perse­
verance he became a distinguished lawyer.

In 1760 he moved to Norwich and in 1761 
married Martha, daughter of the Reverend 
Ebenezer Devotion of Windham. They had 
no children of their own but adopted two 
children of his brother. Rev, JoseMi Hunt- 
mgton, who also had married a Devotion

Jn 1764 Samuel Huntington bemm^ a rep- 
iSSenca^ ot the Town of Norwich to the 
■Gsasau^mbiy. in 1774 he was app~;;i;;T;:i 
^sociate Judge in Sup^or Court Lh 
ms became a member of the Co.,nr,I ~ 
^.ety of Connecticut, and was appointed 
delegate to Congress. He was seated in the 
^ntinental Congress in 1776 and 
^e of the Signers of the Declaration of In­
dependence. He was elected President nf rh. 
^ntinental Congress in 1779 and serveri ,n 

capacity until Tulv. I7«i U.
Chief Justice of the State of Connecticut in

__ r 30 1

A—Governor Samuel 
Huntington

B—178S 
C—Faces North 
D—Wood 
E—Peak
F—2 brick, at ends 
G—Two stories and a half 
H—Large, 2 story ell on 

South side
I—Originally 9 windows 

front, paned, l/i sash. 
Window above changed to 
door. Raised paneled caps; 
triangular in shape over 
first floor windows.

J—Stone
K—The large clapboarded 

structure has been extensive­
ly remodeled. Only the cen­
tral dwelling with the cor­
ner pilasters is original. 
The following features are 
all modern; Two square 
railed panels each side of 
front door with leaded glass 
strips above fluted pilasters 
which outline door open­
ing. Large open porch with 
four round supporting col­
umns and gabled roof in 
center front of house.



BRONZE TABLETS 
AT THE ENTRANCE 

TO THE BURIAL 
GROUNDS 

[ 22_] 



In 1779 John Hay, \dio had been 
President cf the Continental Congress, 
was appointed Minister to Spain, neces­
sitating his resignation as President of 
the Continental Congress#

On September 28, 1779 Samuel 
Huntington was, by the unanimous vote of 
the Continental Congress, elected Presi­
dent of the Congress to succeed Hay, 
During Huntington's tern of office the 
Articles of Confederation were ratified 
on March 1, 1781. Huntington automati­
cally became President under the Articles 
of Confederation and was therefore the 
first person to serve as President of 
the new nation. His house is one-eighth 
of a mile from the Norwich town Green.
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1784, and in 1785 was elected Lieutenant 
Governor. In 1786 he became Governor and 
held the position for ten years . He died in 
1796. 

This building is now being used as the 
offices of the United Workers of Norwich, 
the organized charities of Norwich. The 
physical building has been extensively al­
tered over the years. 

\38'HOME LOT 1659 
THOMAS TRACY 

5 

~ 
- -- --

Gov.Sum Hummo•I 
1731-1196 

Signtr of tlrt lhcllfilfio" I 
of lndependmce 



23 EAST TOWN STREET 
GENERAL JEDEDIAH HUNTINGTON 

HOUSE 

General Jedediah Huntington was born in 
1743, the son of General Jabez and Eliza­
beth (Backus) Huntington. He graduated 
from Harvard College with honors, and then 
went into business with his father. He be­
came a valiant soidier during the Revolu­
tion and foue:ht courae:eouslv durine: the 

A-General Jedediah 
Huntington 

B-1765 
C-South-west 
D-Wood 
E-Gambrel 
F-2 central, stone 
G-Three stories 



^7 ^reservation news - May 197ii -

New Orleans—A Legal Preceden
By Michael F. Wiedl, III

On February 21, 1974, in the case of Maher vs. New 
Orleans, the Federal District Court upheld the consti­
tutionality of the Vieux Carre Historic District Com­
mission's denial of an application to demolish a 
historic building in the historic district— the famed 
French Quarter.

The case has been in court since 1963 when Maher 
first applied for a demolition permit to construct a 
seven-unit apartment in place of the residence. Maher 
argued that not permitting him to erect an apartment in 
place of the residence was a taking of his property 
because he was being forced to forego the greater in­
come that would be generated by an apartment 
building.

The court stated that a zoning ordinance will almost 
always reduce the value of rights of some individuals, 
but that this does not make the ordinance unconsti­
tutional. A regulation of property only becomes 
confiscatory when it goes so far as to preclude the use 
of the property for any purpose for which it is reason­
ably adapted.

The court found that in eight years no significant 
effort had been made to maximize potential revenue tfie 
house might generate in its present state. During that 
time the house had been rented to the Maher’s maid for

a nominal amount. Only negligible repairs had been 
made since 1963.

The court noted that the French Quarter is a popular 
residential area, commanding rents higher than those 
prevailing in other parts of the city. Also, there was no 
evidence that it might be at all diflicult to sell this 
property. Maher had further argued that his building 
was not of outstanding historical or architeaural 
significance. __

The court said, "The protection of the 'quaint and 
distinctive character of the Vieux Carre depends on 
more than the preservation of those buildings agreed 
to have great individual artistic or historic worth. Just 
as important is the preservation and proteaion of the 
setting or scene in which those comparatively few gems- 
are situated."

Although there have been several reported state court 
decisions upholding the constitutionality of the Vieux 
Carre historic distrio ordinance, the cases involved 
either the regulation of signs or exterior alteration to 
buildings in the district. No case involved the consti­
tutionality of a denial to demolish a historic building, 
in which the monetary values greatly exceed the values 
associated with the control of signs or exterior altera­
tion of buildings. ,
Wiedl is the assistant for legal services in the National Trust 
Department of Field Services. , ' '
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8 ELM AVENUE 
SARAH KNIGHT TAVERN

The Andre Richards home was built in 
1734, probably by adding to or enlarging 
the original dwelling of Sarah Knight. Little 
is known of Andre Richards but there is a 
sketchy, interesting record of Sarah Knight.

Sarah Knight was born in 1665 in Boston. 
She first appeared in Norwich in 1698^. Her 
status was Storekeeper, Innkeeper and widow. 
After a few years in Norwich she returned to 
Boston.

In 1704 she made her famous horseback 
journey from Boston to New York, keeping 
a diary that gives a graphic description of
provincial New England.

She reappeared in Norwich in 1717 and 
that year gave to the Church a silver com­
munion cup. The town voted her permission 
to resume using the pew she had previously 
occupied. The communion cup is now on 
display in the Boston Museum of Fine Arts.

A—Andre Richard 
B—1698-1734 
C—Faces West 
D—Wood 
E—Peak
F—Stone and brick, 2 central 
G—Two stories and a half 
1—4 windows North of front 

door, 8 windows South; 6/6 
sash

J—Stone
K—Exterior: Front yard en­

closed with old iron fence; 
very large elm in front. In­
terior; South end of house 
is in original building. The 
large kitchen with enclosed 
fireplace may be of the 
Sarah Knight building.

ispl
Another active Innkeeper to reside here 

was Joseph Peck. He bought the house of 
Capt. Philip Turner about 1754, and possibly 
enlarged it. The house was then known as 
Peck’s Tavern and was very popular prior to 
the Revolutionary War.

[23]
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14 ELM AVENUE 
LATHROP HOUSE

In 1747 William Morgan of Groton, Con­
necticut, came into possession of this proper­
ty and this house was built between 1747 and 
1752. In 1757 the house was sold to Nathan 
Stedman, a prominent attorney. He, Dr. Dan­
iel Lathrop and Capt. Philip Turner were 
responsible for laying out Water Street in 
the downtown Norwich area. Stedman sold 
the house to Azariah Lathrop in 1764 who 
enlarged it. The Lathrop family then owned 
the property for several years.

Dr. Gurdon Lathrop, Azariah’s son, lived 
here. He was either a druggist or a medical 
doctor by the title, but we assume he was 
a druggist because he operated a shop across 
the Green in 1791. Gerard Lathrop, fourth 
son of Azariah, inherited the house in 1810. 
There have been several owners since.

A—William Morgan 
B—1747-1752 
C—Faces West 
D—Wood 
E—Hip monitor 
F—2 brick, central 
G—Two stories and a half 
H—2 story on Northeast end 
I—4 windows on each side of 

front door, 1 window above 
door; 6/6 sash; windows 
have "bricked” moulding 
above the key in center.

J—Stone
K—Heavy brackets under roof 

line on all four sides. Small 
square "lookout” with win­
dows on four sides built in 
center of roof between the 
two chimneys; has small 
low railing around the out­
side. Slight gable to front 
of house in two stories— 
no break in roof line.

[24]
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77 £/45T rOlTN STREET 
JESSE BROWN TAVERN Close-up of Iron Fence

A—Jesse Brown 
B—1787-90

1 brick 

a half

C—Faces East 
D—Wood 
E—Peak
F—1 brick end and 

central
G—Two stories and 
H—Long 2-story ell on outer 

ends. East and West 
I—9 windows front, 6/6 sash, 

French type windows on 
first story extend to porch 
floor 

J—Stone
K—Extensively altered

Jesse Brown married Anna Rudd, daughter 
of Nathaniel and Mary (Backus) Rudd of 
Franklin, Connecticut in 1769. They had six 
children. He participated in the Revolution 
by officiating as the Governor’s Post. As ex­
press agent and confidential messenger, he 
relayed the news of the occupation of Phil­
adelphia by the British under Lord Howe. In 
1781 he married his wife’s cousin, Lucy 
Rudd, daughter of Daniel and Mary (Met­
calf) Rudd.

In 1790 he was licensed to open a tavern.
He became the stage contractor and estab­
lished lines between Boston and New York 
via Providence and Norwich.

On Wednesday evening. August 1, 1797 President John Adams and^s wife 
were guests at the Tesse Brown Tavern. He was welcomed by the Matross Com­
pany in full uniform and honored with a sixteen-gun salute.

One of his daughters, Ann, married John Vernet who built the lovely home 
located at 118 Washington Street. The famous Vernet grape was first cultivated in 
the garden of Jesse Brown’s Tavern. Mr. Brown died in 1818 in Wilkes Barre, 
Pennsylvania, where he lived with the Vernet family.

Extensively altered, it has been known as the Rock Nook Home for Children. 
The United Workers, the present owner, constitute the organized charities of 
Norwich and serve as The Public Health Agency.

[17]



73 EAST TOWN STREET 
SILVERSMITH SHOP

Joseph Carpenter was born in 1747, son of 
Joseph and Elizabeth (Lathrop) Carpenter. 
In 1775 he married Eunice, daughter of 
Ebenezer and Mary (Huntington) Fitch. 
They had a family of six children and their 
last known residence was in the Chelsea 
Parade area.

He had this shop built for him between 
1772 and 1774. He was one of the most suc­
cessful of the Norwich silversmiths, clock- 
makers and pewterers and his products are 
collectors’ items. He made jewelry, clocks 
and engravings. He shared the shop with his 
brother, Gardner, who operated a mercan­
tile business.

The shop stayed in the Carpenter family 
until 1915 and was restored by Norman 
Morrison Isham, Architect, in 1916. It is be­
lieved that this is the only silversmith shop 
to survive in New England. The Society of 
the Founders of Norwich, Connecticut, Inc., 
acquired the building in 1956.

A—Joseph Carpenter 
B—1772-1773 
C—East 
D—Wood 
E—Gambrel 
F—1-end, brick 
G—Story and a half 
I—Outside wooden fold-up 

shutters -
J—Fieldstone (5
K—Restored > y.

A^c/7 7

/fy

[18]



86 TOWN STREET 
LORD TAVERN 

This house stands on the Rev. James Fitch 
home lot. In February 1702 the Reverend 
Fitch and his son, Daniel, sold property to 
John Waterman, born 1672, son of Lieut. 
Thomas and Miriam (Tracy) Waterman. 
After his death, the widow and her son trans­
ferred the property in 17 5 5 to Nathaniel 
Backus, Jr., husband of Elizabeth Waterman. 
He sold it to Eleazer Lord, Sr., who in turn 
deeded it to Eleazer Lord, Jr., in 1760. This 
one acre is the corner at 86 Town Street. 
There is no mention of a house standing on 
the lot at that time and Eleazer, Jr., built the 
present house, circa 1760. Family tradition 
says that it was built in 40 days. 

Eleazer Lord, Jr., was born about 1729 and 
in 1735 he married his cousin, Elizabeth 
Lord. They had two daughters. 

In this house Mr. Lord kept an Inn which was 
f~quented by lawyers attending the sess10ns 
a the Court of Norwich which was located 
across the street. In 1809 he ie an e t 
the property and home to his family. The 
house is often called the Compass House be­
cause it faces due north. The ell of the build­
ing has served as the Norwichtown post of­
fice at various times. 

A-Eleazer Lord, Jr. 
B~( Source: Perkins) 
C-Faces North 
D-Wood 
E-Peak 
F-Brick, central 
G-Two stories and a half 
H-On South-west side: 2 

story ell on South side 
I-7 windows front; 2 win­

dows right and 1 left of 
door; new 2/2 sash 

J-Stone 
K-Interior altered somewhat; 

chimneys have been rebuilt. 



85 TOWN STREET 
DIAB MANNING HOUSE 

Samuel Manning, born in 1723, married 
Anne Winship in 1 746. He died in 1783 and 
his widow, Anne, daughter Eunice and son 
Diah inherited the house. 

Diah was born in 1760. In 1784 he mar­
ried Anna Gifford, daughter of James and 
Susanna (Hubbard) Gifford. He and his broth­
er, Roger, served as drummers in the Revo­
lutionary War. In 1775 Roger was in Colonel 
Israel Putnam's regiment and Diah in the 8th 
Regiment under Colonel Jedediah Huntington. 
At Valley Forge in 1778 both brothers were 
chosen to be in Washington's Body Guard, Diah 
being desig~rnted Drum Major. Diah carried to 
Major Andre his last breakfast on the morning 
of his execution. 

Diah's family was extremely kind to a 
young mulatto from Haiti who was captured 
by the Americans. His name was Jean Pierre 
Boyer who became the president of the Re­
public of Haiti and later sent a present of 
$400 each to the widows of Consider Sterry 
and Diah Manning in return for their kind­
ness to him in his captivty. 

A-Samuel Manning 
B-1750 
C-Faces South-East 
D-Wood 
E-Gambrel 
F-Originally stone, replaced 

by 2 brick chimneys 
G-One story and half 
I-I window each side of the 

two front doors; 6/6 sash 
]-Stone 



8 ELM AVENUE 
SARAH KNIGHT TAVERN 

The Andre Richards home was built in 
1734, probably by adding to or enlarging 
the original dwelling of Sarah Knight. Little 
is known of Andre Richards but there is a 
sketchy, interesting record of Sarah Knight. 

Sarah Knight was born in 1665 in Boston. 
She first appeared in Norwich in 1698. Her 
status was Storekeeper, Innkeeper and widow. 
After a few years in Norwich she returned to 
Boston. 

In 1 704 she made her famous horseback 
journey from Boston to New York, keeping 
a diary that gives a graphic description of 
provincial New England. 

She reappeared in Norwich in 1717 ai;id 
that year gave to the Church a silver com­
munion cup. The town voted her permission 
to resume using the pew she had previously 
occupied. The communion cup is now on 
display in the Boston Museum of Fine Arts. 

Another active Innkeeper to reside here 
was Joseph Peck. He bought the house of 
Capt. Philip Turner about 1754, and possibly 
enlarged it. The house was then known as 
Peck's Tavern and was very popular prior to 
the Revolutionary War. 

[ 23} 

A-Andre Richard 
B-1698-1734 
C-Faces West 
D-Wood 
E-Peak 
F--Stone and brick, 2 central 
G-Two stories and a half 
I-4 windows North of front 

door, 8 windows South; 6/6 
sash 

]-Stone 
K-Exterior: Front yard en­

closed with old iron fence; 
very large elm in front. In­
terior: South end of house 
is in original building. The 
large kitchen with enclosed 
fireplace may be of the 
Sarah Kn i g h t building. 



14 ELM AVENUE 
LATHROP HOUSE 

In 1747 William Morgan of Groton, Con­
necticut, came into possession of this proper­
ty and this house was built between 1747 and 
1752. In 1757 the house was sold to Nathan 
Stedman, a prominent attorney. He, Dr. Dan­
iel Lathrop and Capt. Philip Turner were 
responsible for laying out Water Street in 
the downtown Norwich area. Stedman sold 
the house to Azariah Lathrop in 1764 who 
enlarged it. The Lathrop family then owned 
the property for several years. 

Dr. Gurdon Lathrop, Azariah's son, lived 
here. He was either a druggist or a medical 
doctor by the title, but we assume he was 
a druggist because he operated a shop across 
the Green in 1791. Gerard Lathrop, fourth 
son of Azariah, inherited the house in 1810. 
There have been several owners since. 

[ 24] 

A-William Morgan 
B-1747-1752 
C-Faces we".~t 
D-Wood 
E-Hip monitor 
F-2 brick, central 
G-Two stories and a half 
H-2 story on Northeast end 
I-4 windows on each side of 

front door, 1 window above 
door; 6/6 sash; windows 
have "bricked" moulding 
above the key in center. 

]-Stone 
K-Heavy brackets under roof 

line on all four sides. Small 
square "lookout" with win­
dows on four sides built in 
center of roof between the 
two chimneys; has small 
low railing around the out­
side. Slight gable to front 
of house in two stories­
no break in roof line. 
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d. City Hartford 1. County : GRAM b. TITLE : Hartford CT (From I. Stall : Sh 1. ZlhCode: 06106 Fedual John w. anna an Catalog) h. Contact Person (Name 
203-566-3005 Historic Preservat· :£ & telephone No.) : 

a 7, TITLE ANO DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT 
~~(),· 

8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 

§ . A-State H-Ccmmunity Action Agency 

Norwichtown Historic Districti 
B-lnterstata I- Higher Educational Institution 

I 
C-Substate J- Indian Tribe 

Eleasor Lord Tavern Development 
District It-Other (S:pecif'll): 

D-County 
E-City Project Source of nonfederal match is private F-School District 
G-Spccial Purr.:is@ 

~ 
funds of Connecticut Trust for Hist. Preservation. District Entef' a.:p:propriate lettef' ~ 

Exterior Restoration - Phase I 9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE 

preparation of plans and specifications for the rest- A-Basic Grant D-1 nsurance 
g El-Supplemental Grant E-Other 

oration which will be undertaken in future phases. Entel' ap:pro- ~ 

i C-Loan priate letter(s) 

10. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT (Names of cities. c01tntiu, 11. ESTIMATED NUM· 12. TYPE OF APPLICATION 
Statu, de.) BER OF PERSONS A-New C-Revision E-AGgmentation 

BENEFITING B-Renewal 0-Continuation 
--.c,.. 

--~ City of Norwich 44,500 Enter a.ppTo:priate letter [itl 

l.Or. 

13. PROPOSED FUNDING. 14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF: 15. TYPE OF CHANGE (For Uc or llle) 

794 
-

1. APPLICANT b. PROJECT 
A-lncreas9 Dollars F-Other (S:pecifv l : 

a. FEDERAL $ .oo 8-Decrcase Doll3rs 

Statewide Second C-lncrease Duraticn 
b. APPLICANT .00 D-Decrease Duratioi1 

794 16. PROJECT START 17. PROJECT 
- E-Cancellation 

c. STATE .oo 
DATE YearlJ'onth d.a'll DURA Tl~ Entef' a.ppro· j I I I d. LOCAL .oo see 1li. ., Mor.th• priato lettcr(a) 

e. OTHER .00 IS. ESTIMATED DATE TO Year month da'll 19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

158g 
BE SUBMITTED TO 

19 77 4 1 OCJ- /{:r 000~\-QO '· TOTAL $ .00 FEDERAL AGENCY Iii" 

20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST (Name, Cit11, State, ZIP code) 21. REilllARKS ADDED 

N~+.itmal Eark Seryi~P. :~•Yes [] No 

E 22. 1. To the best of my knowledgo end bolitf, b. If ri:quim by OMB Circular A-~5 this applic;;<icn was submitted, r.ursuMt to in- Nor•· Reoponse 
D data In this preapplic1lion/11pplication ue structions tharein, to appropriots .clcuinehouses and 111 rosponses are attachee: •J><>mll attached s THE true end correct, the docum·ent has been State Clearinghouse, Office of APPLICANT duly authorized by the govemlnt body of D D ! CERTIFIES tt.• 1pplicant and the applicant will comply (1) Federal/State Relations, 

THAT ... with the attached assurances If· tha PSlst- (2) submitted 5/7/76 D 0 
1nce Is approved. 

(3) D D 
~ 

23. 1. TYPED NAME AHO TITLE 
b. Sl(l/;(/~ /DATE SIGNED 

CERTIFYING John ~. Shannahan l'e&f' mont1' cla11 

§ REPRE· State Historic Preservat - -""'!_ 

- 19 77 4 SENTATIVE on A7' _ - ,, _ .,,. - . 1 
24, AGENCY NAME u:r.:r.icer / 25. APPLICA· Y ... r tnonth da11 

TION 
Department of the Interior RECEIVED 1977 4 13 

26, ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT 27, ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 28. FEDERAL APPLICATION 
II: Administration 

IDENTIFICATION 
D National Park Service Grants Div. 
~ 29. ADDRESS 30. FEDERAL GRANT 

IDENTIFICATIW-1 

~ 18th & c Sts .. N.W •• WashinQ'ton. D.C. 20240 09-76-000 1-00 
~ 31. ACTION TAKEN 32. FUNDING Yuf' month da11 34. y...,,. month da11 

~ 1. FEDERAL $ 70li. .00 33. ACTION C?'.'\TE SJ' 19 77 5 9 STit.RTl~~G 
19 77 5 9 Im 1. AWARDED DATE 

D b. REJECTED b. APPLICA/fr 70li. .00 35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA· Z6. Y"1' month da-i1 

~ 
TION (Nam~ aoo telephone t>1'mb<1r) ENDING D c. RETURNED FOR c. STATE .00 DATE 19 80 5 8 

AMEHDMENT d. lOGAl .00 Stephen D. Newman 37. REMARKS A.ODED 
~ 
0 D d. DEl'!RRED o. ornrn .co (202) 523-5472 g D .. WITHDRAWN f. TOTAL $ 1 ')88 .oo O Y•s j(JNO 

38. 1. In taltini above action, any commonts IC!CGivcd from clearlnghouaH ,-,010 con- b. FEDERAL AGE!'IC'f A-S5 OFFICll\1. 

FEDERAL AGENCY 
sidered. If agency res1111nse la idue under pruvisions of Plrt 1, OMB Clr<ular A-95, (Namo and ttl<pliotio no.) 
It has been or ls beine made. same as 1135 A-95 ACTION 

---------~---· 
\ '/t 



OMEl Apprnval No. 29-P.0218 --·--· ~--~.Sll'lfE FEDERAL ASSISTANCE 2. APPLI· a. NU~~BER 

A!'f'UCA· 7702F.Ol0 
CANT'S 

·--·---- - Y!ON 
1. TYPE D PfiEJ\?PLICATIOk'i APPLI· I b. DATE IDENTI· b. DATE Year month day 

OF 
CATION Year month ~a~ Fll'R 

ACTION 89 APPLICATIOrl I l'J7] __ 6 - ASSIGNED 19 77 4 28 -(Mark ap. 0 NOT!l'ICAT!ll~ Of INTENT (Opt) L-eave propriato 
box) 0 REPORT CF FEDERAL ACTION Blank 

4. LEGAL APPLICANT /REC! Pl ENT 5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO. 

11. Applicant Ile me : CT Historical Commission 06-6000798 
b. Organization Unit : G. 
c. Stroot/P.O. Box : 59 So. :Prospect St. PRO· o. NUMBER 11 Is I" ~ lo I~ 
d. City Hartford 11. County Hartford GRAM b. TITLE : : 

f. Slate CT 06106 (From 
: c. ZIP Code: Federal 

h. Contmet Person (Nenno Mr. John W. Shannah an Catalog) Historic preservation 
:s & telephone No.) : 203 566-3005 . 
~ 7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT 8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 

8 A-Stats H-Community Action Ai;ency 
Norwich town Historic District: Eleasor Lord B-lnterstato 1- Higher Educational Institution 

I 
C-Substate J- Indian Tribe 

Tavern Phase II llis!rict K-Other (Specify): 

~estoration building 
D-C~unty 

Exterior of E-Cily 
F- Schoo I ll istrict 

Development G-Speci~I Purpose 
EnteT appropriate letter ~ ::i District 

1 New London County 
9. IYPE OF ASSISTANCE 

Source of non-federal match: private funds of the Ct. A-Basic Grant [)..Insurance 
2 Trust for Historic Preservation c/o Mrs.Jainschigg ll-So;iplcmental Grant E-Other E"tcr apprt.>- ~ () 

f, \!-loan priate letter( s) A 

"' 10. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT (Names of cities, countie~, 11. ESTIMATED NUM· 12. TYPE OF APPLICATION Cl' 
States, e.tc.) BER OF PERSONS A-New C-Revision E-Augmontation 

BENEFITING B-Renew~I D-Continuatio11 
City of Norwich 44,500 Enter appropriate letter [i} 

13. PROPOSED FUNDING 14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF: 15. TYPE OF CHAMGE (For 1Zc or 12e) 
- a. JI.PPL! CANT b. PROJECT 

A-l~ere~s• Dollars F-Othar (Specify): 
o. FEOEn.S.t $ 2,40.5- .oo B-Decrease Doll ors 

C-lncroase Duration 
b. APPLICANT 2,405___~()_ Statewide Second D-Oecrease Duration ------· E-Cantellation 
c. STATE .00 1~. PROJECT START 17. PROJECT 

DATE Year mo .. til thy DURATION Enter appro- L_J_J_J 
d. LOCAL .00 19 See #34 36 Months priate letter(s) ----

-
e. OTHER .GO l!l. ESTll.l . .O.TC:D DATE TO Year month da,y 19. EXISTING FEDERAi. IDENTlflCi'\TION NUMBER 

BE SUBMITIED TO 09-77-00144-00 I. YOTJ!!. $ -4 ,:SJ.ll .00 FEDERAL AGENCY !!> 19 77 6 20 
20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST (N"mo, Cil,!J, Stato, ZIP code) 21. REMARKS ADDED 

National Park Service O Yes /XlNo ---
r. 22. 1. To the b1':t of my kr.owloo.~;i tlld t.alisf, b. II required by OMS Cin:ular 1\-95 this 8pplicalion was submitted, l)l•rsuant to in· llfo re- Responec 
Cl dnta in thi~ pre::ppli~ation/applicaticn are structions !heroin, ta appropriate cl511ringhouses &nd all res::ionsos are attached: :r-o,,se attached 
~ THE truo and corrett, tha documant has boen ' fl APPLICANT duly nuti1crized by tho ~o~ernlng bed>/ Gf State Clearinghouse, Office of ~ 0 i: (1) 
ii CERTIFIES tht applicant and tho ep~iicar.t will. comply ... THATlll- r1ilh tl!a cttnchcd assurances if the a~isl- (2) Federal/State Relations 0 0 
I nnc;a is approved. 

(3) 0 0 -

l!i 23. o. TYPED fi,'\i',iE ANO Tlll.E 
b. SI~. TURE / ~ c. DATE SIGNED 

CERTIFYING ./~ Year month da11 
§ RE PRE· John w. Shannahan 

19 7 7 'jvpt; ..3, ~ 
Historic Officer .~~r--- ~ - ,.... 

(JI SENTATIVE State Pres. 
24. AGENCY NAME // / 25. APPLICA· YeM month. IW11 

TION 
Department of the Interior RECEIVED 19 77 06 24 

26. ORGl\f·llZATIONAL UNIT 127. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 2$. FEDERf,L APPLICATION 

~ 
IDENTIFICATION 

National Park Service Grants Administration Div. 
13 29. ADD!lESS 30. FED!::RAL GRANT .: 

~ 18th and c Streets NW, Washington, D.C. 20240 IDENTIFICATION 
09-77-00144-00 

"' :U. ACTION TAKEN 3?.. FUNDING Year month da11 3-1.. Yccr month. day ~ 

a 2,405 .00 33. ACTION !'.J.!\_T_E ~· 19 7.1__lL8__Q_2 
ST.i\RTING 

77 08 02 1Ja a, AWARDED ~RP.L $ DATE 19 >--·-----
D b. REJECTED b. l.PPLI CANT 2,405 .00 35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA· 3'3. Year month. day 

~ 
TIOl'l (Nam6 and telephonB numb~r) EM DING 0 c. RETURNED FO!I c. STl'TF. .00 ~ro 1980 08 01 

AMENDMEHT d. LC~'.l .co Stephen D. Newman 37. REMARKS ADDEO 

f5 D d. DEFERRED e. OTHER .oo 202 523-5472 
~ D o. WITHDRl.WN I . TOTAi. $ 4,810 .00 Q_ Ye..::_~.No ... --~-

38. o. In ta~intc 30?Va oction, nny commonts recel .. d f:o1n cle~rinP.housas wuo ton· b. FfDERAL l\GENCV 1\-95 OfflCIAL 
sidere.d. If agency responsa is du3 unJor provisions of P11rt I, o;,;e Circular A-95, (Nanie and telephone t10.) 

FEDERAL AGENCY It h=s been or is being made. 
A-95 ACTION same as #35 

'J' "I . STANDARD FO~~A 424 PAGE 1 (10-75) 424-101 i)i'f.. 2 A .. 7 .. >· s .. 
' - - .. ' -
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