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Connecticut
COUNTY:

New London
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Carpenter House

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Red House
12. LOCATION ililiil

STREET AND NUMBER:

55 East Tofwn Street
—

CITY OR TOWN:

No3Twichtown
STATE CODE COUNTY: '-i: 1 CODE

Connecticut
-A. ..A.-.-A — , ms e

Ob New London
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CATEGORY 
(Check One)

I I District ^5 Building

□ Site Q Structure

□ Object

OWNERSHIP

□ Public 
IS Private 
|~~1 Both

Public Acquisition:

□ In Process 
I I Being Considered

STATUS

® Occupied 
I I Unoccupied 
r~l Preservotion work 

in progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:

I f Restricted 
g Unrestricted 
□ No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Agricultural 
1 I Commercial 
I I Educational 
I 1 Entertainment

I I Government 
I I Industrial 
I I Military 
I I Museum

□ Park

PS Private Residence 
I I Religious 
I I Scientific

I I Transportation 
□ Other (Specify)

I I Comments

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER’S NAME:

R. pAlTnA-p JV*.
O H 
0 >3 ;iILI STREEt AND NUMBER: ' S ?}

lU 55 East Town Street o

CITY OR TOWN:
STATE: CODE H-

NoincLchtown, n Connecticut aLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION '
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Norwich City Hall

________________________________________

STREET AND NUMBER:

Union Square
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Norwich
STATE

Connecticut
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z
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I
representation in existing surveys
TITLE OF SURVEY: 1. Historic American Buildings Survey 

2.m Connecticut Hiatonir* StmctimfiR Siiy*irf^y
1- 1Q.5S 2* _________ g Federol [j> Stote □ CountyDATE OF SURVEY:

DEPOSITORY FOR SU R V E 7'r E C O R DS:
I I Local

1, Library of Congress 
2« Connecticut'. Hi st.or*i Crtmnri sht nn_________

street and NUMBER:
2, 75 Elm Street

CITY OR TOWN: 1, WasHington, D.C,
2. Hartford

STATE:

Connecticut

§

Hi



7, DESCRIPTION

CONDITION
I I Excellent E Good □ Fair

(Check One)
I I Deteriorated I I Ruins I I Unexposed

Jg] Altered
(Check One)

□ Unaltered
(Check One)

Q Moved O Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This large Georgian house, sometimes referred to as the Red 
House, is located at the north end of the Norwichtovm green. 
It faces not onto the green but rather on East Town Street*

The walls consist of brick laid in Flemish bond and painted 
red. The building is tl^ree sbbries hi^ and has a fije^.ba^. fron^wibh a small gabled porcH~"built over the^J^rpitf door and 
s'^ported by rotind slender columns.

The doorv/ay which ^ no: 
frame is simple with

^ original has two lights, 

a transom of six lights.
The door

The windovra are double hung mth six over six lights and the 
shutters have adjustable louvres. The windows of the first 
floor have flat sjplayed lintels of brick accentuated ty being 
paanted idiite like the window frames and the gabled porch.

The attic or third story is construsted Qf wood and has a g^breiTroo^'lSth asph^t shingles T^ich overhangs the lower 
two stories. There are four chimneys: two interior chimneys
in the main block, one in the rear wall of the house and a 
modem one in a rear \dxig.

The house has a c^tjgr..hall plan. The interior retains much 
of its original moulding, wainscot, and some original wrought 
iron hardware, Dxxring the occupancy of Joseph Huntington, about 
1S16, the tMr^ story and gambrel roof were jadded. This ' 
construction is of wobd7" There have been several one-story 
additions at the rear of the house, . In 195^ another one- 
story extension of the~h6use was built.. This was a 16 ty 
26 foot family room with exposed beams and pine floor.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I i Pre-Coiumbion { CD 16th Century

I I 15th Century CD Century

18fh Century 
[ 1 19th Century

f~l 20th Century

SPECIFIC OATEts) (It Applicable and Known) 1793
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE

Abor iginol 
[ 1 Prehistoric 
□ , Historic 

r~] Agriculture 
jCl Architecture 
□ Art 
{ I Commerce 
n Cmnmunicotions 
I 1 Conservation

fCAecft One or More as Appropriate)
□ Education Q Political

□ Engineering Q Religion/Phi-

□ Industry losophy

□ Invention [□ Science

□ Landscape [3 Sculpture

Architecture [3 Social/Human-

□ Literoture

[~l Militory [3 Theater

CD Music [3 Transportation

CD Urbon Planning 
la Other (Specify)

1nr»a1 Vri 5:t+.0]rLca,l
~i TTh.fyr*0S~fc 3,3_____

home of a 
sudoeflefiil Tner*— 
ohant

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This is a good example of Georgian housing of the c'olonial 
period. Its value is increased because of the historical 
and architectural value of the ^wildings which surround it 
since it is located next to the Norwich town green which 
is the focal point of the historic district in that area.

%"e builder of the house was prominent locally as the 
owner of a successful retail business. His name was Gardiner 
Carpenter.

He maintained a mercantile business in half of 
the shop that he shared with his brother, Joseph 
Carpenter, the silversmith.

During ttie Revolutionary War he served as a 
paymaster in the Seventeenth Connecticut Regiment 
in 1776# He was appointed as postmaster in 
Norwich in January, 1799 and Jreld this office 
for fifteen years. He i^ed in 1815 and [his 
wif£jl4aiy died in 1838,^

from Norwich Historic Homes and Families, researched and
O'Keefe and Catherine Smith Poroshevich 
The Pequot Press, Inc,, p, 21,



f ». MAJOR 8)8U0GRAPH<CAL REFERENCES _________ _

Marian K* O’Keefe and Catherine Smith Doroshevich, Morwich 
Historic Homes and'Families. Stonington, Connecticut: The
Pequot Press, 1967.

Historic American Biiildings Stirvey, N©. CCMJ--244*

1 IQ- OEOGRAPHtCAL DATA _________ .______ ________________ ___ _______________ __

latitude AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o » m 0 » »

NE O » m o > n

SE O t » O t M

sw o » ■ o » «

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

il S3 <sf
Degrees Minutes Seconds

71° 05'’ 4g"

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: O
jLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OV^LAPPING S ^ P

COUNT

COUN

COUNTY'

s. rUKM rKCrAKCV ...............-
NAME AND Tl TLE:

Constance Luvster. Administrative Trainee
ORGANIZATION DATE

Connecticut Historical Commission July 29, 1970
STREET AND NUMBER:

75 Elm Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Hartford
STATE

Connecticut * ^
"is:""STATETiA>SON OFFtCER~CERT(F>CAllON ~ NATIONAL REGtSTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:

National □ ®

Name_^

Title
State Liaison Officer and

Chairman Connecticut Historical
Commission

Date .Tilly OQ^ ^ 97<^———

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic P/eservatic

OCl 151970
Date

ATTEST:

Date

^_X Keeper of The Nat nal Register
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Insusfficieat locaeioaal inforsaaticm. 
Coisaents; _:_____—-------

Georgrapliicsl location codas missing or incorrect.

Classification (Item #3) incoi^lete. 
CcKEmenta! ..

Ojmer of property/location of legal description necessary.
Go-asmants %

lo Bibliography.

Acreage of nomination is not given.
Coiasaaats:

or in wrongTlace.

Form is not signed by State Liaison Officer (Item #12)»

Photograph/map fona(s) Cia-301) required for each photograph/map).

Insufficient map coverage of property.
Consents:

^ Description ttt^ #7).

'Vv

description (It^ j /Ji - ~A. j \
Comments: ^ e . A Js jLj Ttfa :> ^ ^ ve ./ ■

Statement of Significance (Iteia #8). 
CcsoHsent s t -

Xeros forms unacceptable. 
Ccjaments:

Wen I
^ <>i oS pbther

4g s gr ■ lomiseafes;

Tula inadequacies noted above must be rectified prior tq_.the--initie£ioa of'^Gtsf'" 
professional review process. Correction of these technical errors^.d^oe's''not 
aasessarily indicate that the scHiiaation will then meet all other National 
Register criteria.
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Culture and dra inage in pa rt compiled from aerial 
photographs taken 1941. Topography by planetable 
su rveys 1943. Revised 19 53- 1954 

Polyconic projection . 192 7 Nor th American datu m 
10,000- foot grid based on Connecticut coordi nate system 
1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator grid ticks, 
zone 18 shown in blue 

Red tint indicates areas in which on ly 
landmark buildings are shown 

Revisions shown in purple compiled in cooperation with 
Connecticut Highway Department from aerial photographs ta en 1970 
This information not field checked 
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6 STATE OF CONNECTICUT
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

75 Elm Street • Hartford, Connecticut 06115
AREA CODE 203 566-3005

EKIC hatch
CHAIRMAN

WILLIAM J. MORRIS 
DIRECTOR

July 11, 1970

Dr. Will;la.Ti Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archeology and Historical Preservation 
801 19th Street, E7 
Vfeshington, D.C. 20006

Dear Dr. Hurtagh:

Please find enclosed here four more Inventory-Nomination Forms for the 
National Register. They are:

1. Converse House and Bam. Kon'iich

Qg^dner Carpenter House. Korwichto\m

3» Fo-x't Griswold. Gro'oon

he* Nei-; London Railroad Station, New London

The last mentioned form for the Railroad Station of Ne^-; London requires 
special and immediate attention as the present urban renevj-al, plan in New 
London calls for its demolition. ,

This morning a vroman from the National Register staff called to speak to 
me about errors in the code numbers on the form for the Seth Ifetmore House 
in Middieto’.'m. At the time of the conversation it appeared that the error 
occurred because the codebook vxas other than that required for the ’ 
Inventor;/-Namination forms. However, as the enclosed xerox sheets v/ill 
show I have been using the correct codebook.

Another explanation of the error is required. Perhaps I have not been 
taught how to use the codes properly. Please send advice as to how to 
deal vdth this problem.

Sincerely yours,

Constance Luyster 
Administrative Trainee



OCT 151970

Mr. Eric Hatch

Coranission 
75 Elai Street
Heirtford, Connecticut 06115

m are pleased to inform you that the historic properties listed on 

the enclosure have been placed on the National Register of Historic 

Places. Senators Thomas J. Dodd and Abraliam A. Rlbicoff and the 

appropriate Representatives have also been notified. Please withhold 

any publicity on this until you have received a carbon copy of the 

Congressional coirrespondencs.

Sincerely yours,
ConBally

Ernest Allen Connally

and Historic Preservation

Entered in the National Register

10/9/70
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Properties added to ths National Register of Hietoric Places 

COf«ECTICUT

Old Newgate Prison,
Carp&Jitcr, G.ardnor Kouso 
He^ipstod (Jos’ivaa) douse 
Littlo Plain Historic District 
New London Cuscota Houao 
Ttxrner, Dr. Phillip Houso 
Trinity Church 
Kew London Coanty Courthouse 
Charlton, Captain Richard House 
Lockv»od-Mathows Mansiort 
Brooks, Captain John House

Bast Granby, Connecticut 
Norwichtovm, Connec ticut 
Now London, Connecticut 
Norwich, Connecticut 
!<@w London, Connecticut 
Horwichtown, Connecticut 
Brooklyn, Connecticut 
IJew London, Connecticut 
norwichtovm, Connecticut 
X^orwalk, Connecticut 
Bridgeport, Connecticut It
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gCT 1 fi 1970
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CCS Mr. Eric Match, Chairaiaa, Comecticut Historical Coraaaissioa, 75 Ela 
Street, Hartford, Connecticet 0611S

Director, ittortheast R^ion
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NOV 3 - 1970

H30-«a

Soa. Tboaia* J. Ds>M 
United States Secste 
Washington, D. C.

0«ar ssenstor Dodd:

i
Ws srs pleased to infota ycm that the hlstoadU? properties listed «M» 

the eistlosuze have been noainated by the State Lisleoa Officer 

eppoiated fey the Governor for the iaplmsntstlon of the watioael 

historic yressrvatisN3: Program ia Cenaoctic'At sad Sssve been entered 

into the ijationel hegister of Historic Plttcss. donator hlsrahaai h* 

Rlfeicoff oad the eppropristo Ssprssentntives hme tklw^ been provide 

with this iaforaatioa. By copy of this letter, ths State hiaisoa 

(^ficer, ?&■* Srlo Satch, Chairman, Connecticut historical Coosatssioo, 

75 Sla Street, Bartfford, Cosnecticat e$U.S, haa likewise fesea aotlfiad. 

k leaflet **plalni»f the Hationsl Register is enclosad^
Sir^erely yoors,

(SGD) GECaGE B. HARTZOG,

Olreotor

Bnclosaros

Bntsrcd Is the i^atioual Register
OCT 15 1970

ccj Mr. Eric Hatch, Chaiman, Connecticut Uistorical Coasaiasion, 75 Elm 
Street, Hartford, Connecticut 06115

Duplicate letter sent toi Hon. Abraham A. Rtbicoff
United States Senate 
Waaliington, D. C.

Director, Hortheast Begicm



ftropertie* a4de3 to th« i^tlonal Rogiater of Hiatwric Places 

cmtiscTtcnr
Old Ho«gat« Prifioa 

I Carpeztt&r, Gardner lioas« 
Bempstod <Joalma} iksusa 
T*ittX« Plain Historic District 
Mew Ifonion Custom House 
■S^nar, Dr. Phillip 
trinity cimrch 
Mew London County Courthousa 
Charlton, Captain Richard House 
Lookwood-Hathews Mansion 
l^rooks. Captain John Reuse

East Granby, Coanectiout 
Korwichtovra, Connecticut 
F,ev London, ConiieotlGUt 
riorwlch, Co:mecticut 
Mow London, Comectlont 
Ht^rwichtown, Csunectlcut 
Brooklyn, Conaocticut 
Mew London, Connecticut 
Sorwiehtown, Connecticut 
tftMfwalk, Connecticut 
Bridgeport, connectieut
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