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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Witter house is a solidly built Georgian mansion., It is a
rectangular building with end chimneys and characteristic_center hallway
plan. XA small ell projects from the back of the house. Ixternally
tHe appearance of the imposing if not formidable. The foof is a monita

with small windows in it and it tops a large cornice with modillions.
There are four tall chimneys. The horizontal mass of the facade is
relieved by Tive vertical azccents provided by the orderly arrangement

of five shuttered windows on the second floor with four windows and

a central door on the first., The windows are twelve over twelves with
_much of the original glass in place. The door has a fanlight overhead
and a rched sidelights. The semi-circular shape of the fanlight is
repeated over every window of the house by a wooden fan with the pattern
of a sunburst set into a niche in the brick wall, These semi-circular
motifs together with the fanlight of the main entrance and a large
semi-circular niche with a wooden fan over the side door help create

a pleasing and unified design as well and interesting textural relief from
the flat surface of the brick walls,

Inside, each of seven fireplaces had a differently designed mantel.
The two front rooms have free-standing colums. The moldings about the
paneled doors and windows are formal, but not elaborate. The flooring
of the front rooms is of large, wide boards of American larch.

Solidly built in the late Georgian manner, yet reminiscent of
fifty or more years earlier in details, the house is well-preserved.
Framing, partitions, window panes (75%), even furniture, are original
to the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The house was built in 1820 - 21 by the first Dr. Orin Witter
when he vas just starting his practice. The name of the drchitect
is not knowm. The next year (1822) the town of Chaplin was incor-
porated. Dr. Witter was the first Town Clerk., The house remained
in the Witter fanily until 1960. Until then it was occupied prim-
arily by doctors, e.ge Dr. Orin Witter II, and Dr. Orin Witter III.
In 1960 it was purchased by another doctor, the present owner Brae
Hafferty. Thus the Witter house has curiously remained a "Doctors
House',

The primary significance of the house is srchitectural. It
is a superb example of Georgian architecture--pleasingly designed,
well-preserved, ond practically unasltered. The house has a moni=
Lor roof used in much earlier houses and peculiar to New England.
That construction began probably as a kind of hipped gambrel, then
a vertical boerd weS added to tighten the two pitches and eventually
raised a foot or more. Little windows in the monitor roof are
found in the Witter house and this Is an unusual feature.
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Constance Luyster, Administrative lrainee

ORGANIZATION
Connecticut Historical Corriission

STREET AND NUMBER:
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lartford

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National l:] 7 State Local []

Name /%" /
State Li& . Offieftr znd Chairmen
Title

Connecticut Historical Commissicn

pate  April 3, 1970

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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Chief, Offzce of Archeology and Historic Pr!servatxon
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QCT 1 4 1970

¥e are plessed to iuform you that the historic propsrtias listed on
tion Program in Comnecticut and have besn entered into the National
Register of Historic Places. Senators Thomas J. Dodd and Abrahsm A.
Ribicoff have also besn yrovided with this infermation. By copy of this
lstter, the State Liaison Officer, Mr. Rrie Hateh, Chairsan, Comnecticut

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR

sistorical Commission, 75 Elm Stwset, Hartford, Connecticut 08115, has
likewise been notified. A leaflet explaining the Sational Register is

L]
g anclosed.
é Sincerely yours,
SAD) CEORGE B, HARTZO8, IR
[=]
< Enclosures
q 8 0cT 6 1970
s Entered in the Mational Register —
C
é ¢c: Mr. Erie Hatch, Chairman, Comnecticut Historical Commissien, 75 Elm
Street, Hartford, Coanecticut 06115
H_%, Director, Northeast Region

72







Mr. Melvin

LL:

SMarusin:drs

9/29/70

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR

H30-8R

0CT 14 1970

//’

Fon. Thomas J. Dodd

United States Senate

Washingion, 0. C.

Duar Seustor Dodd:

We are pleased tnlinfarm yaﬁ that the historie proportiaa listad on

the enzlozurs have baen nosinated by the State iiaison Gfxibaz ayvainted
by the Goveruor for the implemahtasion cf the Aational Historie Proserva~
tion 2rogram in Comncotiout and hava baen sntered iata_;hc wational
Register of Historis ?iacas. Senator Abraham A. Ribioff and the ay;A
priate Repreveatativer have algo leen providsd with this éntoxnatian.

By copy of tiils letter, the State Liaison Officer, Mr. Nric Hatch,
Chairman, Connsetient ﬁiseurikal,Ccﬁmiasion. 75 5im Strsaf, Eartford,
Connestiont 06115, has likewise beon notified. A lesflot mxplaining

the Hational Register {s enclosed.

gincercly yours,

(SGD) GEGRGE B. HARTIOS; R,
Pirector

Enclomares

0CT -6 1970

Intered f{n the Hational Regicter

cc: Mr. Eric Hatch, Chairman, Connecticut Historical Commission, 75 Elm
Strest, Hartford, Connecticut 06115

Duplicate letter sent to: Hon. Abraham A. Ribicoff

United States Senate .
Washington, D. C.

Pirector, Northeast Region

/9
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Eantizgton (Sovarsox Samuel) bouso
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wathersfiald, Connectiont
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Glassonbury, Connsacticat
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-Chaplin, CTowmeckicut

Lebanon, Connseticut
Horvichiown, Connecticult
wii3lotown, Canneotlenh

- Canterbury, Cenasstiout

Boreich, Conpeaticut
Bavwichtows ,~Connecticat
Bretoen. Coanectival
fopwichtows, Csunscticut
neppiohiows, Coansciigat
Hiddletown, Covascliont
sorwich, Conasotical
gast Lywe, Chansczidut



H30-HR

¥r. BExric Hatch

Chairman, Connecticut Historical
Comai.ssion

75 Elm Street

Eartford, Connascticut 06115

Dear Mr. Hatch: ,

Ya are pleased to inform you that the historic progerties listed on
the enclosure have heen placed on the ¥ational Register of Historic
Places. Senators Thomas J. Dodd and Abraham A. Ribicoff and tha
appropriate Representativas have algo been notified. Please with-
hold any publicity on this until you have raceived a carbon copy of

the Congressional correspondenca.

8incerely yours,

/8] Erpest A1len Canmall¥

Ernest Allen Connally
Chief, Office of Arxrcheology
and Historic Praservation

Enclosure L e
oT ¢ 970
Entered in the National Register

CC:
HR 9/28/70 SMarusin:drs BASIC FILE RETAINED IN IR
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properties added to the National Register of Eistoric Places

CONNECTICUT

ECllsworth (Oliver) Homestead

Deane (Silas) House

wadsworth Atheneum

Stowe (Earriet Beecher) House
Welles (Gideon) House

Cheney Building

Witter House

War Office

puntington (Governor Samuel) House
Alsop House

Clark (Captain John) House

Backus (Nathaniel) House
Carpenter's (Joseph) Silversaith Shop
Fort Griswold

Buntinqgton (General Jedidiah) House
Bradford-iluntington tiouse

Russell Kouse

Converse House and Barn

Lea {(Thomas) House

VWindsor, Connecticut
Wathersficld, Connecticut
Hartford, Connecticut
Hartford, Connecticut
Glastonbury, Connecticut
’ﬂartfc:rd, Connecticut
Chaplin, Connecticut
Lebanon, Connecticut
Norwichtown, Connecticut
Middletosn, Connecticut
Canterbury, Connecticut
Norwich, Connecticut
Horwichtown, Connecticut
Groton, Connecticut
Norwichtown, Connecticut
Morwichtown, Connacticut
Middletown, Connecticut
Norwich, Connecticut
East Lyme, Connccticut
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