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Witter House
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Chaplin Street, a skort distance north of the ch'
CITY OR TOWN:

Chaplin
STATE

Connecticut 06235
COUNTY:

Windham

t center Ch,

u
z>
Q£

I-
«/»
Z

lU

«/>

CATEGORY 
(Check One)

□ District H Building

n Site Q Structure

Q Object

OWNERSHIP

□ Public 
fg Private

□ Both

Public Acquisition:

□ In Process

[~~| Being Considered

STATUS

SI Occupied 
□ Unoccupied 
l~l Preservotidn work 

in progress

. ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes: 
m Restricted 
0 Unrestricted

a No

PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate^

r~1 Agricultural 
I I Commercial 
r~l Educational 
I I Entertainment

I I 'Government 
I I Industrial 
I I Military 
n Museum

□ Pork
DP Private Residence

□ Religious

□ Scientific

r~l Tronsportqtion 
□ Other (Specify)

l~l Comments

OWNER *S NAME:

Brae l*^afforty, M.De
STREET AND NUMBER:

Chaplin St. ■
CITY OR TOWN:

Chaplin
STATE:

Connecticut

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, EtC:

Town Hall
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:
STATE CODE

Chaplin ' " Connecticut r
........06....

TITLE OF SURVEY: Connocticut Historic Structures and LandmarksSurvey (2)
DATE OF SURVEY: (2) 1966 Federal M- Stote □ County □ Loco I
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: Connecticut Stuto Library

(2) Connecticut State Historical Commission__________
STREET AND NUMBER:

(9) -RlTn .q-|-.T»F.R+.
(1) 90 Washington Street
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17. DeSCRtPTION

CONDITION
I I Excellent S Good Q Foir

(Check One) 
0 Deteriorated I I Ruins 0 Unexposed

(Check One)
0 Altered Unaltered

(Check One)

0 Moved 0 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if Icnofvn) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Witter house is a solidly built Georgian mansion. It is a 
rectangular building v.dth end chimneys and characteristic center hallxTay 
plan, A'~small ell projects from the_ back of the house. Externally 
tHe" appearjifice of the imposing if not fomridable. The foof is a monitcr 
viith small vdndows in it and it tops a large cornice,,withjAp^ldipns, 

There are four tall chi^eys. The horizontal mass of the facade is 
relieved byTdve vertical accents provided by the orderly arrangement 
of five shuttered idndows on the second floor ^dth four Tandows and 
a central door on the first. The windows are tv/elve over t^felves vri.th 
much of the original glass in place. The door has fanlight overhead 
and a rched^ sidelights. The senu^gircular shape of the~Tahligl-it is 
repeated oyer every vdndow of the house by a wooden, fan^ vjith the pattern 
of a sunburst set into a niche in the brick wall. These semi-circular 
motifs together with the fanlight of the main entrance and a large 
semi-circular niche vrith a wooden fan over, the side door help create 
a pleasing and unified design as well and interesting textural relief from 
the flat surface of the brick walls.

Inside, each of seven fireplaces had a differently designed mantel. 
The two front rooms have free-standing columns. The moldings about the 
paneled doors and windows are formal, but not elaborate. The flooring 
of the front rooms is of large, vd.de boards of American larch.

Solidly built in the late Georgian manner, yet reEdniscent of 
fifty or more years earlier in details, the house is vrell-preserved, 
FraEiing, partitions, window panes il5%)> even furniture, are original 
to the house.
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PERIOD fcheck One or More as Appropriate)
I I Pre-Columbion 1 Cl 16th Century

□ 15th Century □ 17th Century

I I 18th Century 
^ 19th Century

I I 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATEtS) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Aboriginal □ Education □ Political

□ Prehistoric Q Engineering □ Religion/Phi.

□ Historic □ Industry losophy

□ Agriculture □ Invention □ Science

Fyl Architecture Q Landscape Q Sculpture

□ Art Architecture Q Sociol/Humon-

□ Commerce □ Literoture itorion

□ Communications q Military □ Theater

□ Conservotion ' q Music □ Transportation

r~l Urban Plonning 
□ Other (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The house was built in 1820 - 21 by the first Dr. Orin Witter 
viien he v'as just starting his practice. The name of ■6fre"al'chTEect 
is not knoTO. The next year (1822) the tovjn of Chaplin was incor­
porated. Dr. Witter v;as the first Tovm Clerk. The house remained 
in theJiii±£r._J!arnily. Uhtil 1260. Until then it v/as occupied prim­
arily by doctors, e.g. Dr. Orin Witter II, and Dr. Orin Witter III. 
In i960 it was purchased by another doctor, the present oi'mer Brae 
Rafferty. Thus the Witter house has curiously remained a "Doctors 
House",

The primary significance of the house is architectural. It 
is a superb example of Georgian architecture—pleasingly designed, 
well-preserved, and practacaTly unaltered.. The house has a igni­
tor roof used in much earlier houses and peculiar to New England. 
That construction began probably as a kind of hipped gambrel, then 
a vertical .hoard..was~a5ded to tighten the two pitches and eventually 
raised a foot or more, Lj^le vdndows in the. monitor roof are 
found: in the Witter house and this~Ts”an imusual feature.
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ho. GEOGRAPHtCAL DATA____________
latitude and LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY
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latitude and longitude COORDINATES 
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
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NAME AND TITLE: ^Constance Luyster, Adi’dnistrative trainee
ORGANI ZATION

DATE

Connecticut Historical Commission April 3, 1970
STREET AND NUMBER:

75 EIt: Street
CITY OR TOWN;

Hartford
STATE

Connecticut
li?' STATE LIAtSON QFFtCER CERTlFtCA I ION________ NATIONAL REGtSTER VgRtFICATIQN ,

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is;

National □ State Local □

Name

stateTitle
and Chaiman

Connecticut Historical Cornmission 

Bate April 3, 1970 __________ _

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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OCT 1 ^ ^970

Hon. Th<asas J, iJaOd 
Cnlt«4 stat$« Senate 
Washington, O. C.

PiSiur S«nato3!r JJeddt

lia ar* pleased to Infom 5«tt that the historic propertiea listed on 

tito aaoXosura feav« hmn ifeoalaatad by the Stats Xlalton Qffleer appointed 

by the Governor for tho iaplasseittotlon of th© JCafeioiyil Elatoric Presorva- 

tion fzoqzm la Coaneotioat and have boea eaterad into Jdso Satioaal 

Begistar of lilatorio Flaeos. Soaator lUsarahaa A. MhiaaU mA the aptro- 

prlato Bepreseatative® have also l«ea provided vith this iafooeaation.

Sy oopy of this letter, the Stats Liaison Offioer, Sr. Erie Batch, 

ChairsMu*, Coaaecticat Historicai Cmaiasion, 7S Sim Strsot, Earfeford, 

Cojanecticat OSllS, has likewise been notified. A loftflet isq?Ulnlag 

the National Register is etolosed.

Sincerely yoaro.

(SGD) GEORGE B. HARIIOG, JH.
director

Eaclostiree

loitered la th« isfational Begieter
OCT G 1970

cot Hr. Eric Hatch, Chainaaa, Connecticut nistorical Ccrmisaion, 75 Elm 
Street, Hartford, Connecticut 06115

Duplicate letter sent to.* Hon. Abraham A, Riblcoff
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C.

Director, Northeast Region

//
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Mr, Eric Hatch
Chairaan* Connecticut Historical 

Co!3oiesion 
75 Eln Street
EartfortI, Connecticut 06115 

Dear Mr. Batch:

We are pleased to infons you that the historic prop-erties listed on 

the enclosure have been placed on the National Register of Historic 

Pl2u;es* Senators Thomas J. Dodd euid Abrahaa A. Ribicoff and the 

appropriate Representatives have also been notified. Please with- 

hold any publicity on this until you have received a carbcm copy of 

the Congressional correapondcnca.

Sincorely yours.

Enclosure

Entered in the national Ragister

Emost Allen Connally 
Chief, Office of Archeology 

and Historic Preservation

CCT G 1970

CC:

HR 9/28/70 SMarusin:drs BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR



properties added to the Hational Register of Historic Places

CONNECTICUT

Ellsworth (Oliver) Hwaestaad 
Deane (Silas) House 
Wadsworth Athoneua 
Stowe (Harriet Beecher) House 
Welles (Gideon) Housa 
Cheney Building 
Witter House 
War Office
Huntington (Governor Samuel) Itouse 
Alsop House
Clar)c (Captain John) House 
Backus (Nathaniel) House 
Carponter's (Joseph) silversmith Shop 
Fort Griswold
Huntington (General Jodidlah) House 
Bradford-Huntington Houoe 
PuBsell Bouse 
Converse House and Bam 
Lee (Thoaas) House

Windsor^ Connecticut 
Wethersfield, Connecticut 
Hartford, Connecticut 
Hartford, Connecticut 
Glastoidiory, Connecticut 
Wtfoi^, Connecticut 
C!iaplia» Connecticut 
Leianon, Connecticut 
Korwichtown, Connecticut 
Middletown, Connecticut 
Canterbury, Connecticut 
Morwich, Connecticut 
HorwichtD%ra, Connecticut 
Groton, Connecticut 
Morwlchtown, Connecticut 
Norwichtowii, Connect icut 
Middletown, Connecticut 
Norwich, Connecticut 
East 'Lyem, Coiinecticut


