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The Manitou Bath House is a three story square structure with a 
tower constructed of stressed concrete which has been covered 
with stucco. The basic square shape is somewhat disguised by the 
treatment of the third floor, which does not extend across the 
entire building. The presence of a large amount of flat roof space 
at the back or north side of the building coupled with a large sun 
deck at the front or southeast side gives the impression of separate 
wings surmounted by the square tower. This coupled with the use of 
red Spanish tile on the pyramid roof of the tower as well as on the 
hipped roofs which cover the third floor gives a Spanish flavor to 
the structure reminiscent of mission style architecture.

To reach the main entrance one passes the Cheyenne Spring covered 
by a round stone building dating from approximately 1880, crosses 
a stone bridge and enters through a large semi-circular arched 
doorway on the southeast corner. A second such arched doorway is 
no longer in use. There is another entrance on the west side of 
the building, as well as a door on the back. In addition, entrance 
can also be gained through each of the eight shops on the first floor. 
The windows are placed regularly throughout the building and are set 
in wooden frames although those on the third floor and i-h« back 
have stone sills. The windows on the second story are 12X9 double
hung with the top half being a casement window which can be opened 
out. The third floor windows are six over six double hung, which 
are also used on the' back as well as casement windows.

The lobby on the flrSt fioof fe'atuftes d fan vaulted ceiling covered 
with stucco which is carried halfway down the wall to meet textured 
red and tan brick used in place of wainscotting. The floor of the 
lobby is made up of marble which also appears on the main staircase 
and two shops in the front or south part of the building. In the 
center of the lobby is Manitou Spring; still in its original en­
closure but now topped with a clear glass bubble. Opening off the 
lobby are two hallways which lead to small shops, others open off 
the lobby. Many of the light fixtures found on this floor are the 
original as is the elevator which provides access to the floor above.

As originally constructed, the building housed small shops on the 
first floor, baths on the second, and over night rooms on the third. 
While some alteration has taken place, the overall use has remained 
almost unchanged. Shops are still found on the first floor. The 
rooms on the second floor have been turned into a sculpture studio 
although there are plans to reopen the baths. The overnight rooms ' 
were remodeled in 1963 and are now apartments. The space in the 
fourth floor (tower) is used for a print shop and to house the 
elevator machinery.
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The overall integrity of this landmark structure in Manitou Springs 
remains intact. The only changes made are those necessary to fit 
it for its role in the life of a modem community. Yet these 
changes have been made in such a way so as to not lose sight of the 
tradition that surrounds this property.
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The Manltou Spa is significant for the role it has played in the commercial develop­
ment of Manitou Springs and for its architectural features. The waters themselves 
are of particular significance to the area, but their Integrity has been compromised 
to a serious degree, though not perhaps irreversibly.

The significance of the springs dates well back into legend and prehistory, and 
only a little is known about their role in the regional Indian culture, The record 
indicates, however, that the Cheyenne, Arapahoe, Ute, and probably others regarded 
the springs on the ground of the Manltou Spa (and nearby) as special, probably 
sacred places. The important point is that the springs are naturally carbonated 
because of the minerals below, and they billow from the ground as naturally carbon­
ated water. The Indians, however, thought that this indicated the presence of the 
great Chief Manltou and that bathing in some springs and drinking in others offered 
special medicinal and regenerative effects. The regional tribes used the springs 
for decades, but by the 187Qs Indian removal had cleared the area for white settle­
ment and the land came into the possession of a group headed by General William 
Jackson Palmer, founder of the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad, the City of Colorado 
Springs, and other ventures. In 1872 his firm, the Colorado Springs Company, built 
a small bottling works and bathhouse, and this activity launched what became the 
town of Manitou Springs, a popular health resort particularly during the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Many fashionable hotels were built in 
the area, and many people came to bathe in the springs and drink the water. This 
activity, however, gravely compromised the integrity of the surface area as pavll- 
lions and other structures were built over the springs.

The two most important springs in the area, the Cheyenne Springs and the Manltou 
Springs, both located on the nominated property, were covered over about 1880. The 
Cheyenne Springs still remains covered by this original structure, a circular red 
sandstone building about twelve feet in diameter and covered with a green shingled 
roof. Although no longer used, this structure still has what remains of the spring 
along with the 1900 apparatus used to collect CO2 gas. About 1922, however, the 
older structure covering the Manitou Springs was^razed to make way for a modern 
resort hotel done in the Spanish style. And today, This building covers the 
Manltou Springs, which can still be seen through a special glass bowl in the lower 
level. Since their construction, however, both the Manltou Spa and the circular 
sandstone building have derived their significance from their role in commerce.

The Manitou Spa is also significant for its architectural features which reflect 
many of the characteristics of the Spanish style. This was a popular style in 
Colorado about 1920 as architects in the region, searching for a characteristic 
style, tended to favor this one. The Manltou Spa is one of the few resort hotels 
built in the style and is certainly one of the best in Manitou Springs. The
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secondary structure covering the Cheyenne Springs is also significant as it shows the 
use of local sandstone, a popular building material here in the years around the 
turn of the century.

Written by JEF 6/79.
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NAME OF PROPERTY A! STATE
The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for 
clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION 
IS RESUBMITTED.

Description:

8 statement of Significance: ^ //y

0 .

Cu^i^ y^t-ntouuJ^ AiC.

/yUi^tri4o ■_______________________________________ _______________________________________________________

Bibliography:
Geographical Data -- Acreage:

UTM Reference(s):

Verbal Boundary Description:

Certification:
Photographic Coverage:

Map Coverage:

Other: ^■4uyi'^<ju/ C^A>uiA-e^jA/ie^ .

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to
on the National Register staff, telephone S~yZ i' SV03

Thank you for your attention to the above items.
LeQKXnVX^ "Qtt________  Date: 7(1^77

Chief, Branch of Registration '
OCT 2 5 1377

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 8
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United States Department of the IptUfior
NATIONAL PARK SLRVTCL 
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Dear Property Ovmer:

The National Register is that list of evidences of the past~-deemed 
worthy of keeping for the future by the Secretary of the Interior. 
According to information submitted to the National Park Service by 
the State, you o\m property that has been nominated to the National 
Register which is pending review in our office.

Since you may not have been aware of the benefits and provisions of 
the Tax Reform Act of 1976 when your property was nominated, we are 
sending informative material at this time which may supplement infor­
mation you have already received from the State. If you wish to make 
comments about your property in light of the National Register 
"Criteria for Evaluation" (see enclosed green leaflet), we will be 
pleased to consider them. Comments should be made within 30 days of 
the date of this letter and should be addressed to Dr. William J. 
Murtagh, Keeper of the National Register, National Park Service, 
Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.

Information concerning standards for rehabilitation (see information 
sheet) may be obtained from Technical Preservation Services, Office 
of Archeology and Historic Preservation, National Park Service, 
Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.

Questions concerning the National Register program or the implemen­
tation of the historic preservation provisions of the Tax Reform 
Act should also be addressed to the Keeper of the National Register.

Inquiries must Include the name of the property owner and address 
to be properly handled.

Sincerely yours.X'"' ■-/-//
William J. Murtagh /
Keeper of the National Register

Enclosures
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The Colorado Heritage Center 1300 Broadway Denver, Colorado 80203

July 9, 1979

William Brabham 
Architectural Historian 
National Register of Historic 
440 G Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20243
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RE: Manitou Spa, Manitou Springs, ColoA^b

Dear Bill:

Here is the nomination of the Manitou Spa, a nomination 
returned to us for revision some time ago. As you can see 
from the National Register's comment sheet (photocopy enclosed), 
the new statement of significance on the continuation sheet 
addresses the questions raised by your reviewers. I wish to 
stress, however, that the Spa is nominated primarily for its 
commercial and architectural significance, not primarily for 
the significance of the springs; they are, I think, more im­
portant than the structures, but unfortunately, their integrity 
has been compromised, though not perhaps totally irreversibly 
as the carbonated waters still flow from underground.

We have not enclosed a new set of photographs as the 
structures have undergone no change since the original nomi­
nation was prepared.

X'Je have also added a map taken from Book 1646, Page 93, 
of the County Clerk and Recorder, El Paso County, Colorado, in 
order to provide a better Verbal Boundary Description. The 
nomination was not returned to us for deficiencies here, but 
in looking the matter over, the one on the nomination did not 
appear adequate to me.

The Spa has also changed hands in the past few weeks, and 
we have changed the owners' name in Item #4. We also enclose 
a letter from them waiving their right to a thirty-day comment 
period.



William Brabham 
July 9, 1979 
Page 2

Both our office and the new owners look forward to see' 
ing the Spa listed in the Register, Please let me know if 
you V7ish additional information.

Sine

Jame; 
Res^ar

Jr. 
Assistant

Enclosure

JEF:bf



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE COLORADO

Date Entered AIKB I 1Q7P

Name Location

Manltou Bathhouse Manltou Springs 
El Paso County

Also Notified

Honorable William L. Armstrong

Honorable Gary Hart 
Honorable Ken Ihramer

NR Byers/bjr 8/3/79

State Historic Preservation. Officer
Mr. Arthur C. Townsend
Colorado Heritage Center
1300 Broadway
Denver, Colorado 80203

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



Dr. William J. Murtagh
Keeper of the National Register
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Department of the Interior
440 G Street, N.W.
Pension Building 
Washington, D. C. 20243

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

We are the owners of the following property 
which has been nominated for the National Register 
of Historic Places:

Manitou Spa
923 Manitou Avenue
Manitou Springs, Colorado

We are acquainted with the incentives and dis­
incentives of the Tax Reform Act of 1976 and the other 
consequences of National Register listing and hereby 
waive by right to the 30-day commenting period.

Frankrin D. Casey Carol Ann Casey
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