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I NAME

HISTORIC La jara Depot (Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad)

AND/OR COMMON

La jara Town Hall
[LOCATION

STREET& NUMBER

Broadway and Main Streets —NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY. TOWN

La jara . VICINITY OF

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
3rd.

STATE
Colorado

CODE
08

COUNTY
Conejos

CODE
021

CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY

—DISTRICT
X-BUILDING(S)

—STRUCTURE
—SITE
—OBJECT

OWNERSHIP
SCpublic

—PRIVATE
—BOTH

PUBLIC ACQUISITION
—IN PROCESS 
—BEING CONSIDERED

STATUS
?Loccupied

—UNOCCUPIED 
—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
—YES: RESTRICTED 

31_YES: UNRESTRICTED 
—NO

PRESENT USE
—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 
—COMMERCIAL 
—EDUCATIONAL 
—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC

—PARK

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE

X_GOVERNMENT

—INDUSTRIAL
—MILITARY

—TRANSPORTATION
—OTHER:

Of OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME

Town of La jara
STREETS NUMBER

Town Hall, Broadway and Main Streets
CITY. TOWN

La Jara vicinity of
STATE

Colorado
0LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE.REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. Conojos County Courthouse < V

STREETS NUMBER

CITY. TOWN Conejos
STATE

Colorado

□representation in existing surveys
TITLE

DATE
FEDERAL -STATE COUNTY LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN STATE







n SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD 
_PREHISTORIC 
_1400-1499 
_1 500-1599 
—1600-1699 
—1700-1799 
—1800-1899 
X1900-

areas OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC

—AGRICULTURE
?Larchitecture

XART

^COMMERCE
—COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING
—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
—LAW
—LITERATURE

_EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING
—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

—INDUSTRY

—MILITARY
—MUSIC

—PHILOSOPHY
—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION 
—SCIENCE 
—SCULPTURE 
—SOCIAIVHUMANITARIAN

—THEATER 
^TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES 1911 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The beginnings of La jara are connected directly to the arrival of 

the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad in 1880. Though the reasons for its 
establishment are not as dramatic as those for Antonito, 14 miles south, 
none the less its basic reason for existance was and is today, to serve 
the local agricultural interests, centrally located between Antonito 
and Alamosa, La jara for many years was a focal point for livestock ran­
chers and field crop farmers who tended their herds and crops in the area, 
The field crops included sugar beets, wheat, barley, potatoes, oats and 
field peas.

A school bond circular for the La jara district, dated April, 1915, 
stated that the La jara Milling and Elevator company produced 15,000 bar­
rels of flour annually and that freight receipts for farm products shipped 
out by rail amounted to "a little over $100,000 annually".

While the business district in those days boasted two banks, a large 
school, three churches and several brick business buildings, the center 
of interest for the community was the new railroad depot built in 1911.
It was from here that the community had its contact with the outside 
world for many years.

It wasn't until 1970, however that the 59 year old building received 
a new lease on life. During that year the D&RGW, having decided it had no 
more use for the building, gave it to the Town. Today the old depot is the nev^To^ Hall. It is located adjacent to a very pleasant, qui\l^ 
public'^ark and picnic grounds. The Town has a long range plan to develop 
this small complex further and include a small locally oriented museum. 
While the building itself is of some national significance, it also has 
become the focal point for an awakening of the local heritage and a desire 
to preserve it.

V.



[major bibliographical references
Denver Public Library, Western Research Section, Conejos County file 
and ^ jara file. ----------------------^
State Historical society of Colorado, Denver, Conejos County file, and 
La jara file.
Maxwell, John W., La Jara Depot plans. Wheat Ridg-e, Colorado
BIgeographical data
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Estate historic preservation officer certification

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:

NATIONAL___  STATE____  LOCAL __

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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La Jara Depot (Denver Se Rio Grande Western Railroad)
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La jara Town Hall
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Colorado

MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE U.S. Geological Survey Map
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Ashcroft, Colorado

Pitkin Gmmty CourthoiiM

La Jara Dapot

First Prasbyterian Churoh

Bx-oiPcnr Ekiglna #40 (aarroa gaoga 
looanotiva)

Ashcroft 
Pitkin County

Aspan
Pitkin County

La JaxA 
Conajbs County
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Antonito 
Conajos County
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Office of Archaeology and 
Historic Preservation

1300 Broadway 
Denver, Colorado 80203-2137

303-866-3392 Fax. 303-866-4464 
E-mail: chssysop@usa.net 

Internet: http://www.aclin.org/other/ 
h istoric/chs/i ndex. html

March 3, 1998

Ms. Carol D. Shull 
Keeper
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C St. N.W., Suite 400 
Washington, D.C. 20040

Dear Ms. Shull;

We are pleased to submit for your approval the enclosed National 
Register Multiple Property Document Form, Railroads in Colorado 
1858-1948. The document was reviewed by the State Review Board 
and they voted unanimously to recommend to the State Historic 
Preservation Officer the acceptance of the document by the National 
Register.

We are forwarding the document without any new nominations, but we 
are including a list of 36 associated properties already listed in the 
National Register which qualify under the registration requirements set 
forth in the MPDF. The NRIS Reference Numbers for each listed 
property are included to assist in associating these previously listed 
properties with the MPDF in the National Register Information System 
database.

We look forward to the formal acceptance of this document. If you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
303-866-4681.

Sincerely,

Dale Heckendom 
National Register Coordinator

Enclosure
Colo. RR MPDF

Celebrate Colorado Archaeology & Historic Preservation Week 
May 9 - 17, 1998 

Save the Past for the Future



RAILROADS IN COLORADO, 1858 - 1948 MULTIPLE PROPERTY SUBMISSION 
ASSOCIATED LISTINGS IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

Railroad Tracks and Roadbed

COMANCHE CROSSING
Strasburg, east of depot, near railroad mile post 602, Arapahoe County 
National Register 08/10/70, 5AH163 
NRIS Reference Number 70000152

CUMBRES-TOLTEC SCENIC RAILROAD 
Cumbres Pass, Antonito, Colo, to Chama, N.M.
National Register 01/16/73, 5AA664/5CN65 
NRIS Reference Number 73000462

DENVER NORTHWESTERN & PACIFIC RAILWAY HISTORIC
DISTRICT/MOFFAT ROAD
Eldora vicinity, Rollinsville to Winter Park
National Register 09/30/80, 5BL370/5GL10/5GA82
NRIS Reference Number 80000881

DENVER, BOULDER & WESTERN RAILWAY/SWITZERLAND TRAIL OF
AMERICA
Ward to Eldora
National Register 09/18/80, 5BL358 
NRIS Reference Number 80000882

GEORGETOWN LOOP RAILROAD 
Georgetown to Silver Plume 
National Register 12/18/70, 5CC9 
NRIS Reference Number 70000909

ALPINE TUNNEL HISTORIC DISTRICT 
Northeast of Pitkin
National Register 04/01/96, 5GN2598/5CF838 
NRIS Reference Number 80004632

DURANGO-SILVERTON NARROW GAUGE RAILROAD 
Durango to Silverton
National Historic Landmark 07/04/61, National Register 10/15/66, 5LP302 
NRIS Reference Number 66000247



MisrF.i.i ANEOUS Right-of-Way Structures

DENVER ELEVATOR/GRAIN ELEVATOR 
Colo. Hwy. 42, near tract 712, Louisville 
National Register 02/14/86, 5BL961.il 
NRIS Reference Number 86000212

ARVADA FLOUR MILL 
5580 Wadsworth Blvd., Arvada 
National Register 04/24/75, 5JF181 
NRIS Reference Number 75000521

Depots

DENVER AND RIO GRANDE RAILROAD DEPOT 
610 State St., Alamosa 
National Register 02/11/93, 5AL251 
NRIS Reference Number 93000034

LYONS RAILROAD DEPOT
400 block of Broadway, Lyons 
National Register 12/02/74, 5BL356 
NRIS Reference Number 74000563

SILVER PLUME DEPOT 
Off 1-70, south side of Silver Plume 
National Register 05/06/71, 5CC4 
NRIS Reference Number 71000215

LA JARA DEPOT (La Jara Town Hall)
Broadway & Main, La Jara 
National Register 05/12/75, 5CN67 
NRIS Reference Number 75000503

MOFFAT STATION 
2101 15th St., Denver 
National Register 10/22/76, 5DV195 
NRIS Reference Number 76000553

UNION STATION 
17th at Wynkoop, Denver 
National Register 11/20/74, 5DV114 
NRIS Reference Number 74000571



CASTLE ROCK DEPOT 
420 Elbert, Castle Rock 
National Register 10/11/74, 5DA216 
NRIS Reference Number 74000575

CALHAN ROCK ISLAND RAILROAD DEPOT 
West of Denver St., Calhan 
National Register 04/20/95, 5EP2173 
NRIS Reference Number 95000476

ATCHISON, TOPEKA & SANTA FE DEPOT 
555 E. Pikes Peak Ave., Colorado Springs 
National Register 09/10/79, 5EP199 
NRIS Reference Number 79000597

LA VETA PASS NARROW GAUGE RAILROAD DEPOT 
East of La Veta Pass Summit, south side of road 
National Register 06/06/80, 5HF5 
NRIS Reference Number 80000902

COLORADO & SOUTHERN RAILROAD DEPOT 
405 Railroad Ave., Loveland 
National Register 06/14/82, 5LR488 
NRIS Reference Number 82002303

STERLING UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD DEPOT 
113 N. Front St., Sterling 
National Register 02/06/86, 5L0188 
NRIS Reference Number 86000210

DENVER & RIO GRANDE WESTERN RAILROAD DEPOT 
119 Pitkin Ave., Grand Junction 
National Register 09/08/92, 5ME4163 
NRIS Reference Number 92001190

WAGON WHEEL GAP RAILROAD STATION 
Southeast of Creede at Wagon Wheel Gap 
National Register 09/27/76, 5ML23 
NRIS Reference Number 76000563

DENVER & RIO GRANDE DEPOT 
20 N. Rio Grande Ave., Montrose 
National Register 06/03/82, 5MN1661 
NRIS Reference Number 82002308



COMO ROUNDHOUSE, RAH.ROAD DEPOT & HOTEL COMPLEX 
Off US Hwy. 285, Como 
National Register 05/20/83, 5PA30 
NRIS Reference Number 83003880

HOLLY SANTA FE DEPOT 
302 S. Main St., Holly 
National Register 07/28/95, 5PW73 
NRIS Reference Number 95000935

BOONE SANTA FE RAILROAD DEPOT 
100 Baker Ave., Boone 
National Register 06/27/97, 5PE2151 
NRIS Reference Number 97000618

UNION DEPOT 
Victoria & B Sts., Pueblo 
National Register 04/01/75, 5PE494 
NRIS Reference Number 750000535

HAYDEN DEPOT 
300 West Pearl St., Hayden 
National Register 10/22/92, 5RT892 
NRIS Reference Number 92001409

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS DEPOT 
39265 Routt County Rd. #33B, Steamboat Springs 
National Register 12/20/78, 5RT73 
NRIS Reference Number 780000884

MIDLAND TERMINAL RAILROAD DEPOT 
230 N. Fourth St., Victor 
National Register 05/17/84, 5TL136 
NRIS Reference Number 84000899

GREELEY UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD DEPOT 
7th Ave. & 9th St., Greeley 
National Register 11/04/93, 5WL764 
NRIS Reference Number 93001180

Housing and Maintenance Structures

MIDLAND TERMINAL RAILROAD ROUNDHOUSE 
600 S. 21st St., Colorado Springs 
National Register 07/10/79, 5EP194 
NRIS Reference Number 79000600



Drainage and Separation Structures 

BRIDGE NO. 10/ADELAIDE BRIDGE
Phantom Canyon Rd., approximately 15 miles north of US Hwy. 50, Florence 
National Register 02/04/85, 5FN106 
NRIS Reference Number 85000208

D&RG NARROW GAUGE TRESTLE 
Northeast of Cimarron 
National Register 06/18/76, 5MN1839 
NRIS Reference Number 76000172

MAROON CREEK BRIDGE 
Colo. Hwy. 82, Aspen vicinity 
National Register 02/04/85, 5PT136 
NRIS Reference Number 85000222
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DATE; K'1'7T

Reviewer INITIALS: fffK/ttJL 

♦ tx)E 5/12/75NR

(2)NAME AS IT App^^ IN FEDERAL REGISTER: La Jara Depot

OTHER KAEVES: ^ J8.T3. TOWn Hall

location; Broadway and Main Sts.
STREET&NUMBER

^VOTY. TOWN

La Jara
CONGRESiMONAU DISTRICT 'irzi

VICINITY OF

'^Coli^rado X Conejos X
OWNER OF property; (Circle) private state local govt NICI COUNTY other

ADMINISTRATOR(underllne) FEDERAL(AGENCY NAME):

NFS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST

SOUTWJEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN VJEST PACIFIC NORTmVEST

features; INTERIOR EXTERIOR ENVIRONS -
_ Substantially intact-1 
^ unlcnown - 4 
_ not applicable - 7

lisubstantially intact-2 — Substantially intact-3
__unknown.-5 ^unknown -6
_ not applicable - 8 _ appll cable-9

CONDITION- -excellent Kgooo

.Interior, exterior, environs not intact-0
—DETERIORATED —UNALTERED T^RIGINAL SITE

—MOVED—RUINS

—UNEXPOSEO 
_UnexcavateA

T^ltered 
-Reconstructed 
-Excavated

—Unknown

ACCESS-
Yes-restricted

historic district’ yes

^^es^Y’-^®®tricted No access

©
Unknown

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, NAME:

YES

YESWITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK?
IF YES, NAME:

ADAPTIVE use: (S) no Saved?
NO

FUNCTION (S): (use vocabulary words)

YES no

then- ■

now- --(TLtX IvaJJ

significance;

Q
—abcheology-prchistoric
ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC

AGRICULTURE

Architecture

ART

( ^ 2^commerce

Claims

AOMMUNICATlONS

^CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS

—EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING

—EXPLORATION

—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —HEUGlON
—LAw/Gov’t/politicS —SCIENCE 
—UTERATURE 
—MILITARY 
—MUSIC W)

—SOaAL/HUMANITARIAN

—PHILOSOPHY /^^TRANSPORTATION

—POLITICS-GOVERNMENT -OTHER ISPECIFY)

----entertainment
_health
_recreation
—settlement
_socio/cultural
_urban & commun

planning

■first’- YES NO oldest’- YES 'only’-’ YES



ethnic group; 

names;
(label role 

&
appropriate date)

personal

events

ARCHITECTURAL STYLET 

architecV'm .builder: 

landscap^garden designer; 
interior decorator;

L

^ V'-rfcD

engineer; 
artist/artisan; 

bui Idei/contrac tor;

institutional
\

dates; date of construction (Specific date or 1/4 of century): I I

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS:

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S):

SOURCE, (OP nomination) private (sta^ local gov-t municipal county

• OTHER FEDERAL'AGENCY:
ACREAGE, nearest tenth of an acre)

^ ■' 1
COMMENTS, (include architectural information here) aJ ‘

, 'rhrrc& , . '•

>roB---------- '

SIGNIFICANCETcmaximum two sentences)


