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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Cripple Creek-Victor mining district was founded late in comparison 

to Other Colorado mining towns. Though gold had been found as early as 1874, 
it was not until Bob Womack's discovery in Poverty Gulch, after 15 years of 
unsuccessful prospecting, that the area became interesting to other 
prospectors. The city of Cripple Creek was officially incorporated in 1892.
For sometime after the town sprang up, progress was slow as there was not a 
great influx of miners into the district. In 1891 the population was less 
than 500, in 1892 about 2,500, but between that time and 1900 the population 
had grown to more than 25,000 in Cripple Creek and in excess of 55,000 in the 
district.

The first town was constructed primarily of wood. In 1896 a fire started 
in a local dance hall. This fire leveled 15 acres of the town. Only four 
days later the town was completely razed by another fire. The subsequent 
town was then constructed of brick and a nvunber of these structures remain 
today. Though few of these structures are outstanding in themselves, they 
are indicative of the historic fabric of the town.

1. The Midland Terminal Depot (photograph no. 1) was purportedly erected 
in the early 1890's thus making it one of the oldest buildings in the town.
It is a three-story building with gabled roof. The first level is fashioned 
of stone while the two upper levels are brick. When the railroad closed the 
building was unused some years. It now houses the Cripple Creek-Victor Historic 
Mining Museimi. The building sits facing the beginning of Bennett Avenue at its 
point of jLinction with Route 67.

2. El Paso County Courthouse (photograph no. 2) is a completely functional 
two-story building built in 1901. The Courthouse sits at 1st and Bennett Avenue. 
The building was constructed after Cripple Creek was made the county seat. 
Constructed of brick with a stone foundation, there are no architectural features 
of distinction.

3. The Imperial Hotel (photograph no. 3) sits on 5th Street. The Imperial 
and the Palace (located on Bennett Avenue) were the two outstanding hotels of 
Cripple Creek. The Imperial was constructed of brick wtih a flat top. In 
recent years it has been completely renovated on the interior and is now the 
home of an annual simmer production. In the renovation all period materials 
from various hotels in the state were used. The interior is plush in period 
furnishings and the bedrooms have brass beds and other late 19th, early 20th 
century furnishings.

4. The Old Homestead (photograph no. 4) is located on Meyers Avenue which 
was the center of an extensive "red light" district. A two-story brick building 
with flat top roof and painted white, the Old Homestead is now operated as a 

museum.
5. St. Paul's Catholic Church (photograph no. 5) sits on Third Street on 

a high hill overlooking the west section of Cripple Creek. The Church was 
constructed early in the 20th century. St. Paul's is one of several other

(continued)
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churches in Cripple Creek, none of which are on a grand scale.

6. Mansard Roof House (photograph no. 6) sits on Warren Avenue. This 
house in English Victorian style seems perfectly out of place. Built by an 
Englishman in 1908, it is a two story house with a mansard roof. Dormers 
circle the second floor and there is a bay on the southeast corner off the 
porch and entrance. There are very few impressive private residences in 
Cripple Creek.

7. The El Paso County Hospital (photograph no. 7) sits just outside the 
Cripple Creek city limits on the northwest edge of town. The county hospital 
built in the first decade of this century, is one of the most impressive of 
the buildings in the district. Constructed of brick in Greek Revival style, 
it is a two-story building. There is an enclosed porch entrance (formerly 
open) on the south facade. A circle solarium is located on the side of this 
porch. The hospital has been recently purchased and is now used as a guest 
facility for tourists. The interior has been converted for this purpose.
The building is now called Hospitality House.

The town of Victor sprang up shortly after Cripple Creek in 1893. The 
town is located about five miles southeast of Cripple Creek. Victor has 
gained the name the city of mines because it was here the biggest and most 
productive of the mines were located. Battle mountain which sits on the 
north side of town contained the most successful mines in the district.

The Major Mines of the Cripple Creek Mining District
At the height of mining efforts in the historic mining district more than 

$18,000,000 was mined. More than 8,000 persons were employed by Miners at 
an annual payroll of $900,000. In this area were more than 500 mines, of all 
these there are several which are outstanding.

The Portland located on Battle Mountain overlooking Victor was the largest 
and the richest producing $60,000,000 in 50 years. The mine shaft was more than 
3,200 feet deep and contained 180 acres.

The Cresson was the second largest producer. The richest vein was found 
at the 1,200 feet level in 1914. The cavity was termed the "treasure chest."

The Independence was discovered by Winfield Scott Stratton. This mine 
produced $4,000,000 for Stratton before he sold it for $11,000,000. Total take 
from the mine's production totalled more than $28,000,000.

The Gold Cain was found by accident in the heart of downtown Victor while 
moving dirt for a hotel.
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The Pharmacist, this gigantic producer which rendered its founder a 
millionaire, was haphazardly discovered by the toss of a hat. A.D. Jones 
was a pharmacist, and knew nothing of mines. At the toss of his hat he 
selected the location and dug up the Pharmacist.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
In the years in which other Colorado Mining towns were on the decline, 

one of the world's largest gold fields was discovered in 1891, along Cripple 
Creek, Cripple Creek ranks near the top, of all the rich gold strikes of .X
the mining era, for the amount of gold recovered and for the amount of people/ 
involved in the boom. It has been estimated that in excess of $400,000,000 in 
gold has been mined in the Cripple Creek district. At its peak, the population 
of the district was over 50,000 and was served by 3 railroads and two trolleys.

The Cripple Creek district eventually comprised a number of satellite gold 
camps. These towns, in many cases, were autonomous entities. In 1899 nearly 
$20,000,000 was produced from the almost 500 mines.

Cripple Creek has lost many of the buildings of the first boom period.
There remains,however, a good representation and the buildings constructed 
during the early 20th century reflect the character of the town. Cripple Creek 
is situated west of Colorado Springs and is under municipal and various private 
ownerships.

HISTORY

Cripple Creek district in Colorado is one of the world's most famous gold 
fields. This area originally pronounced worthless by mining experts, has 
produced almost 400 million dollars worth of gold since 1891.

Although Cripple Creek sprang up in the early 1890's, the first discovery 
of gold was made there in 1874. However, at that time little gold was found.
In 1884, as the result of the "salting" of an area near Mount Pisgah, a short 
distance west of Cripple Creek, 3,000 prospectors rushed to that place in 
search of gold. However, after the hoax was proved, miners were suspicious of 
new discoveries in the region because they feared another "salted" mine.

The actual discovery of gold at Cripple Creek was the result of the pros­
pecting of Robert Womack, a young cowhand. When 2 Colorado Springs prospectors 
in 1891 traversed Poverty Gulch, they found Womack working at the bottom of a 
48-foot shaft in which he had uncovered a promising vein of gold. Womack 
called his claim the El Paso and took specimens of the ore to Colorado Springs.
At the assay office, it was discovered that the ore yieled almost $250 a ton.
Womack subsequently sold his claim. He later died impoverished in Colorado Springs, 
a ward of loyal friends.

(continued)
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Reports of Womack's discovery did not result in an immediate rush to 
the region. Experienced miners still refused to believe that any large 
quantity of ore might be found in that place. In the fall of 1891, a straggling 
settlement of tents and cabins grew up on the present site of Cripple Creek. 
Bennet and Myers, owners of the land, after learning that gold had been found 
on their land, platted out 80 acres for a township which they called Fremont 
for the explorer John W. Fremont. The lots were eagerly purchased by the 
miners who later poured into the region. Since there was already a town in 
the State by the name of Fremont, postal officials refused to accept it as a 
name for the camp. The name of Cripple Creek was then suggested and was sub­
sequently approved by the Postal Department.

The development of the mines at Cripple Creek was relatively slow. During 
1892 most of the mining was from placers, for the great lodes were not discovered 
until the following year. In that year the population of Cripple Creek rose to 
4,000. In 1893 the big mines of the district were discovered and developed. 
However, in that year as a result of demonitization of silver, thousands of 
miners were thrown out of work. As a result, many silver camps were forced 
to close down and the miners flocked to Cripple Creek to dig for gold. It 
was discovered that the deeper the mines were developed the richer the veins 
became. In 1894, a railroad was completed to the city. Both a Midland 
Terminal from Divine, and the Florence and Cripple Creek Railroad from Canyon 
City reached Cripple Creek, the latter one, sending its first train puffing 
into the camp on July 2 of that year. By 1894 the population had increased 
to 18,000. By 1896, gold production reached $8,750,000; by 1898, $16,000,000; 
by 1899, $21,000,000; by 1900, the year's production was $23,000,000. The 
greatest production appears to have occurred in 1901 when almost $25,000,000 
in gold was taken from the region which was surpassed only by a town in Transvaal, 
South Africa. By this time the district of Cripple Creek, which comprised the 
towns of Victor, Goldfield, Gillett, Anaconda, Independence, Cameron, Altman, 
and 2 or 3 smaller ones.

Towns like Cripple Creek prospered. Victor, located on the southern edge 
of the district rivaled Cripple Creek in size and population. The mines 
located around the town were by far the most productive in the district.

Unlike most gold mining districts. Cripple Creek has enjoyed an extended 
prosperity. For almost 2 decades before the veins began to be depleted gold was 
mined in great quantities. Following 1914 there was a long period of stagnation, 
but in the early 1930's the district took on new life and in the latter part of 
that decade population trebled when gold groduction rose to over $5,000,000.

At its height. Cripple Creek had a population of 25,000. At the beginning 
of the century the camp had 41 assay offices, 91 lawyers, 46 brokerage houses.

(continued)
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88 doctors and dentists, 14 newspapers, 70 saloons, and one coroner. Bennett 
Avenue was a busy street. As the main street of the town Bennett Avenue was 
congested with the hustle-bustle of the rapid pace of a mining boom town.

Today Cripple Creek is a small community which looks back on its heritage 
with great pride. The community is in the process of restoring the old 
Cripple Creek-Victor leg of the Midland Railroad as well as a niimber of the 
old buildings of the town.
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Brown, Robert. Ghost Towns of Colorado. Caxton Publishers: Caldwell, Idaho, 
1965.

Feitz, Leland. Cripple Creek Railroads. Little London Press: Colorado Springs, 
1973.

Ghost Towns of the Cripple Creek District. Little London Press: 
Colorado Springs, 1974.

Osterwald, Doris B. Cinders and Smoke. Western Guideways: Lakewood, Colorado.

Walle, Muriel S. Stampede to Timberline: The Ghost Towns and Mining Camps of 
Colorado. Walle: Boulder, Colorado, 1959.
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Beginning at the summit of Mineral Hill, elevation 10,225', proceed 
southwest to the summit of a mountain, elevation 9,855', then proceed to 
the northeast corner of Mt. Pisgah Cemetery, then south along the east 
boundary of the cemetery to the southeast corner, then proceed southeast 
to the summit, elevation 9,731' 1600 feet northwest of Signal Hill, then 
proceed northeast to the summit of Globe Hill, elevation 10,436', then 
proceed northwest to the summit of Carbonate Hill, elevation 10,335', then 
proceed east to the point of origin.

The boundary is established by points of elevation surrounding the 
town of Cripple Creek in order to provide the discrete natural setting 
reminiscent of the historic environment. Additionally, it encloses part 
of the extent of Poverty Gulch where some of the original ore discoveries 
were made as well as the County Hospital building which is located outside 
the town limits.





















































































































































































Letter July 3, 1961 to owner of Cripple Creek, Colorado notifying him 
of eligibility of Landmark status, signed by Acting Director Scoyen.

Owner; Mayor of the city of Cripple Creek; Cripple Creek, Colorado

Letters also sent to: Sen.: Gordtn Llewellyn AUott, 6-29-61 
Sen. John Albert Carroll, 6-29-61 
Cong. J. Edgar Chenweth, 6%29-6l
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SECRETARY UDALL DECLARES 43 MORE SITES ELIGIBLE FOR HISTORIC LANDMARK STATUS

Forty-three additional sites commemorating America's historical heritage are 
eligible for the Registry of National Historic Landmarks, Secretary of the Interior 
Stewart L. Udall announced today.

These sites possessing exceptional historic value to the American people are 
described in four new studies in the National Park Service series. The Registry 
eventually will cover all major periods of human history in the United States.

The 43 sites are included in the studies: Political and Military Affairs,.
1830-1860. two subthemes under Westward Expansion and Extension of the National 
Boundaries to the Pacific. 1830-1898 entitled The Mining Frontier and Great 
xplorers of the West: and a supplement to the subtheme Military and Indian Affairs 

e ^(ied Indian Affairs.

cretary Udall said that the Registry of National Historic Landmarks is 
designed to recognize and endorse the preservation and protection of structures 
and sites now administered by States, other public agencies, or historical socie­
ties, and to encourage private owners of historic landmarks to maintain them.

The Registry is an outgrowth of the National Survey of Historic Sites and 
Buildings program of the National Park Service. This program was authorized by 
the Historic Sites’Act of 1935, which provided for a "survey of historic and 
archeologic sites, buildings, and objects for the purpose of determining which 
possess exceptional value as commemorating or illustrating the history of the 
United States."

Owners or administrators of sites found eligible for Landmark status may apply 
to the National Park Service for such recognition and will receive a certificate. 
Suitable markers will be furnished upon request.

To date there have been 377 sites recommended for landmark status. Of these 
255 have been found eligible.

Descriptive summaries of the sites in the presently announced theme studies 
are attached. A list of themes under study is also attached. Additional studies 
will be announced from time to time. The various theme studies may be published 
later for public distribution. Only reading copies are currently available.

XXX

P.N. 96122-61



Political and Military Affairs, I83O-I860

I

I

In the study of "Political and Military Affairs, I83O-I86O," l4 
sites have been recognized as possessing exceptional value*
Twelve of these, not administered by the National Park Service, • 
are eligible to receive certificates as Registered National 
Historic Landmarks* They are as follows;

1* Lindenvald, New York* As the home of Martin Van Buren, 
from 1841 until his death in I862, no other structure is so 
Intimately associated with the eighth President of the United 
States* Since Van Buren*s death, the property has passed 
through several hands, but has not suffered major alterations* 
Located east of Kinderhook, New York, on State Route 9H, the 
house is privately owned*

2* Sherwood Forest, Virginia* This was the home of John 
Tyler, tenth President of the United States, during the last 
20 years of his life* The house is little changed from the 
time of the President’s occupancy* The 1,000-acre estate 
includes a 12-acre yard surrounding the house with a variety 
of ancient trees and remains of formal gardens* The house 
is furnished with, original pieces and family mementos* Located 
near Charles City, Virginia, on State Route 5, the house is 
still owned by the Tyler family*

3* James K* Polk Home, Tennessee, Built in I816 by Samuel 
Polk, father of James K. Polk, this was the home of the future 
President for several years during his young manhood* The 
house remained in the faially for many years then changed owners 
several times before being purchased by the State of Tennessee 
and the James K. Polk Memorial Association in I929* It \rei8 
opened to visitors in 1930* The James K. Polk Home is located 
on U* S* Highways 31 and 43, Columbia, Tennessee* It is owned 
by the State of Tennessee and administered by the James K*
Polk Memorial Association of Nashville and the James K* Polk 
Auxiliary of Columbia*

4* Springfield, Kentucky* Springfield was the home of Zachary 
Taylor for more than 20 years prior to the beginning of his 
military career in I808. It was the scene of his marriage, 
and the birthplace of five of his six children* When Taylor 
died in the White House in I85O, his body was brought back to 
rest at Springfield in the family burial ground, which later 
served as the nucleus of the Zachary Taylor National Cemetery* 
Springfield has passed through the hands of several private 
owners* Constructed of brick, the 3-story house of 8 rooms 
evidently has not undergone extensive alteration since Taylor 
lived there* Located at 5608 Apache Road, Louisville, Kentucky, 
it is privately owned.



5. ir-rflnkTln Pierce HomeBtead. New Hampshire. This dwelling.
In lt>o4, was the home of Franklin Fierce • Although 

other houses were occupied hy Pierce for shorter Intervals 
later, the family home at Hillsboro Is roost Intimately asso­
ciated with him, since It was his home from Infancy until 
his marriage In I834, It Is also the dwelling most typical 
of his time and background. The Pierce Homestead Is a hand­
some example of New Hampshire village architecture. It consists 
of 2 stories containing 8 rooms. Architectural Investigation 
has disclosed the character of the Interior at the time of 
Pierce’s occupancy. Located In Hillsboro, New Hampshire, on 
State Route 31, It Is owned by the State of New Hainpshlre.

6. Wheatland, Pennsylvania. Wheatland was the home of 
James Buchanan, fifteenth President of the United States, 
from 1849 until his death in I868. Wheatland was built in 
1828 on the order of one William Jenkins who also named the 
estate. After Buchanan's death, the house passed through 
the hands of several private owners before It was acquired 
by a foundation. Wheatland has been spared remodeling and 
major alteration. It is a two and a half story brick house 
containing 17 rooms with fvtrnishings appropriate to the 
Buchanan period, including many pieces belonging to Buchanan.
The house and grounds are in excellent condition and are open 
to visitors. It is located on State Route 340 in the western 
outskirts of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, and is owned by the 
James Buchanan Foundation for the Preservation of Wheatland.

7. "Old Main," Knox College, Illinois. "Old Main" constitutes 
the best preserved physical remains relating to the historic 
Llncoln-Douglas debates of I858. These debates brought nation- 
ifide attention to Abraham Lincoln and keynoted the momentous 
issues of the sectional controversy carrying the Nation towai^ 
disvmion and civil war. Extensive restoration of the building's 
interior was carried out in 1937* The exterior, carefully 
restored in the 1930's, has retained its original appearance
to a remarkable degree. "Old Main" is located on the campus 
of Knox College in Galesburg, Illinois, facing South Street 
and is owned by the college.

8. Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims, Hew York. Brooklyn's 
Plymouth Church was a foremost center of anti-slavery senti­
ment between l847 and the outbreak of the Civil War. Its 
minister during this period was the famed Henry Ward Beecher. 
From its pulpit spoke such notable opponents of slavery as 
William Lloyd Garrison, Wendell Phillips, Charles Sumner, 
and John Greenleaf Whittier. The original church building 
has changed little since it was opened in I85O, Plymouth 
Church is located at 75 Hicks Street, Brooklyn, New York City. 
It is owned by Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims (Congregational), 
Brooklyn, New York.



9. Cooper Union, New York« Here on February 2?, i860,
Abraham Lincoln spoke to a large and influential audience 
concerning the mounting crisis dividing North and South and 
threatening to destroy the Union. The address made Lincoln 
more widely known in the East. From it he emerged as a formi­
dable rival to Senator William H. Sewax^i for the Republican 
Presidential nomination. Cooper Union, in addition to serving 
as an educational center for more than a century, has 
been a forum for important issues in the history of the last 
100 years. Located at Copper Square, 7th Street and 4th Avenue, 
the site is owned by Cooper Union, Copper Square, New York 3, 
New York.

I

10. Okeechobee Battlefield, Florida. On the northern shore 
of Lake Okeechobee, on Christmas Day, I837, Zachary Taylor 
won a decisive victory over a band of Seminole and Mikasukl 
warriors. The battle was a turning point in the Second 
Seminole War. The battlefield location is well established.
A monument, erected in 1939 by descendants of Colonel Gentry 
(killed in the battle) and the Florida Society of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution, staxids at the southwestern edge
of the field. The site, located 4 miles southeast of Okeechobee, 
Florida, on U. S. Highway 44l, is privately ovnaed.

11. Fort Jesup State Monument, Louisiana. Fort Jesup was 
the most southwesterly military outpost of the United States 
from its establishment in 1822 until the Mexican Vfar. From 
there, in 1845, Zachary Taylor's Army of Observation marched 
to launch the opening campaign of that war. During 1845,
with the frontier moved far to the west. Fort Jesup was inacti­
vated. Fort Jesup State Monument was established in 1957 nnd 
consists of some 22 acres. The only remaining building, a log 
kitchen, has been repaired and furnished with period reproduc­
tions as vjrell as authentic utensils. One of the officers* 
quarters has been reconstructed and is used as a visitor center 
and Park office, Fort Jesup is located on Sabine Parish, 
Louisiana, 7 miles northeast of Many on State Highway 6, and 
is owned by the State.

12. U. S, Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland. The Naval 
Academy at Annapolis has produced the top ranking career 
officers who have commanded the United States Navy for more 
than a century. At once a college and technical and vocational 
school, it has played a significant role in American education 
and military affairs. Established in 1845, at the Arny's 
former Fort Severn, it was known first as the Naval School,
In 1850 the name was clianged to the U. S, Naval Academy and 
in the following year, a 4-year course of study was inaugurated 
with summer cruises to give practical experience to young 
midshipmen. The Naval Academy is located on the west side of 
the Severn River, with its main entrance at Maryland Avenue 
gate. It is owned by the United States Government,



13, Mesllla, New Mexico* One of New Mexico's most historic 
towns of territorial days. Old Mesllla preserves much of the 
charm and flavor of the past* Over the Plaza of Mesllla on 
July 185^1 the United States flag was first raised in the 
territory of the Geidsden Purchase* Mesllla was an important 
stop on the Butterfield Overland Mail route* During the 
Civil War, Mesilla was first Confederate headqimrters, and 
later Union headquarters* Old Mesilla was associated with 
the range cattle industry and with such frontier figures as 
Pat Garrett and Billy the Kid. Located two miles from Las 
Cruces, New Mexico, in Dona Ana County, Mesllla is in private 
and municipal ownership.

l4* Seuigamon County Court House, Illinois* In this building, 
the fifth capitol of Illinois, Abraham Lincoln sat in the State 
legislature and argued cases before the State Supreme Court*
It was here also that he accepted Republican nomination for 
Senator in the historic contest with Stephen Douglas. On 
that occasion he made the famous "House Divided" speech*
Here too, his body lay in state before internment. The building 
is therefore intimately associated with the events leading 
up to the Civil War* Located in the center of the business 
district in Springfield, Illinois, the building is owned by 
Sangeunon County,

In addition, six sites relating to this period are represented and 
interpreted in the National Park System as follows:

1, Harpers Ferry National Monument, West Virginia

2* The Second Bank of the United States, Independence National 
Historical Park, Pennsylvania

3* Fort Laramie National Monument, Wyoming

4* Fort Union National Monument, New Mexico

5* Everglades National Park, Florida

6. Castillo de San Marcos National Monument, Florida
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The Mining Frontier - Westward Expansion and Extension of the
National Boundaries to the Pacific, I83O-I898

In the study of the Mining Frontier, 16 sites in non-Federal ownership 
have been recognized as possessing exceptional value for the puipose 
of ccanmemoratlEg and Illustrating the hlstozry of the United States* 
They are as follows:

1, Bo^e, California* One of the best preserved gold mining 
"ghost" towns of the Fau: West, the first strike here was in 
1859* In the 1870’s the tovm reached its peak with a population 
of about 10,000 people* One mine yielded nearly $15,000,000 in 
a 25-year period* Total output vp to World War II, when mining 
was discontinued, is estimated at $70,000,000* Located in Mono 
Coxinty, only a few miles from the high Sierra Nevadas, the more 
than 100 surviving deserted buildings are unusually well pre­
served* It is privately owned*

2* Coloma, California* John Marshall, a foreman for John 
Sutter, discovered gold here on January 2h, l848, while building 
a sawmill tailrace* This resulted in the greatest series of 
gold strikes on the North American continent, and one of the 
greatest in the history of the world. The California gold rush 
followed in the wake of Marshall's discovery. At the time of 
the gold discovery there were only a few thousand Americans in 
California* The next year there were 100,000, and in I85O 
California was admitted as a state. The California gold dis­
covery had incalculable consequences on the economic and poli- 
ticeil development of the United States* Located 7 miles west 
of Placerville on California State Highway 49; the site is owned 
by the State of California*

3* Columbia, California* A gold town dating from I85O, Columbia 
today probably has more original buildings than any other town 
of the Mother Lode country. At one time it was the third largest 
city in the state* Its surrounding mining district yielded about 
$90,000,000 in gold. Unlike most of the gold canps, Columbia was 
never completely deserted* The site is located 60 miles east of 
Stockton and is in private and State ownership*

4* Hew Almaden, California. Here were discovered the first 
quicksilver deposits in North America* It is the oldest mine 
in California, and has been one of the four greatest sources of 
quicksilver in the world* It has yielded greater value thsui 
any mine in Ceilifomia, and produces about one-third the mercury 
mined in the United States. Since 1927 the New Almaden mines 
have been active only intermittently. At present they are 
Inactive* New Almaden is located l4 miles south of San Jose, 
California, and is in private ownership.



5# San Francisco Old. Mint> California. A San Francisco branch 
mint was established in I854 as a result of the discovery of gold 
in 1848. The added flood of silver from the Comstock Lode in 
the l860‘s necessitated enlargement of the mint and a new one, 
begun in I869, was coinpleted in 1874. It was placed on an inde­
pendent basis and soon became the principal mint in the United 
States and the chief Federal deposit for gold and silver produced 
in the western states. It possesses architectural distinction 
and is considered a fine exainple of 19th century Federal building 
architecture. One of the few remaining structures in downtown 
San Francisco that survived the I906 earthquake, the building 
is located at Fifth and Mission Streets and is in Federal 
ownership.

6, Virginia City, Nevada. Virginia City, the great community 
of the rich Comstock Lode, was the greatest silver strike in the 
United States, From their discovery in I859, the Virginia City 
mines yielded $300,000,000 in gold and silver in the next 20 
years. Largely because of the wealth, population, and influence 
that accompanied the e:q)loitation of the Comstock Lode, Nevada 
became a territory in I861 and a state in l864. The great wealth 
of the mines resulted in many fine brick and stone buildings, 
rather than the usual board structures of a boom camp. Many of 
these buildings survive. Virginia City is located 16 miles 
south of Carson City, Nevada, and is in private ovmership.

7, Torobstone, Arizona. Tombstone is probably the most celebrated 
in story and popular foliaore of the mining towns of the south­
west frontier. It grew iro after Ed Schiefflin's discovery of 
silver there in I877, By I88I it had 7,000 population, and an 
unrivaled reputation for lav/lessness and violence. The Wyatt 
Earp-Clanton feud and the climactic OK Corral gunfight are known 
to every schoolboy. The town is unusually well preserved and is 
one of the finest surviving examples of the authentic boom towns 
of the once wild vest. It is privately o\med.

8, Central City, Colorado. Central City, center of the first 
great mining boom in Colorado, for many years ranked next to 
Denver in sise. Most of Colorado’s mining lav originated at 
Central City. Gold was mined at Central City until 1919; only 
intermittently since then. Most of the old buildings surviving 
today were built after the fire of I874. Central City was a 
cultural center in its day, and in recent years has been restored 
to that role. The town still retains the atmosphere of an old 
mining town. It is owned by the Central City C^era House 
Association, and private individuals.

9* Cripple Creek, Colorado. Discovery of gold at Cripple Creek 
in 1891 resulted in one of the biggest gold strikes of the mining 
era in the United States* At its peak the Cripple Creek area



had a population of 40.000 and was served by five railroads, 
had 4l assay offices, 46 brokerage houses, l4 newspapers, and 70 
saloons. About $400,000,000 in gold were taken from the Cripple 
Creek area. The railroad station is a municipally owned museum; 
otherwise, the site is in private ownership.

in. T.eadville. Colorado. At its peak, Leadville was the world's 
greatest silver It has been an iu5>ortant producer of
gold also, and has yielded a greater number of minerals of 
total value over a longer period than any other United States 
mining area. Because of this, the city has had an unusual 
degree of stability for a mining community, and a relatively 
large nxmiber of early buildings survive. The mining boom which 
began in the early l860's at Leadville continues as an important 
activity to the present day. It is in private ownership except, 
for State ownership of the Healy Cabin and the Dexter Cabin.

11. Virginia City, Montana. The gold strike at Alder Gulch in 
1863 was one of the greatest in the West. Virginia City grew iq? 
on the spot, and at its peak fran I865 to I875, had a population 
of about 10,000. One of the best known vigilante groups came 
into existence at Virginia City and Bannack to deal with the 
notorious Henry Plummer gang of outlaws which plundered gold 
shipments. The lower and more historic part of Virginia City
is owned and has been restored by Charles A, Bovey, The remainder 
is also in private ownership.

12. Butte, Montana. Butte is the center of the largest copper 
mining region in the world. Since 1864, an area of less than 
five square miles has produced more than two billion dollars 
worth of mineral wealth. l>5ining began with silver, but in the 
1870*8 the copper discovered proved to he the area's great 
mineral wealth, Butte is still a great copper producing center,

■ and is in private ownership,

13. Bannack, Montana-. Bannack, Montana's oldest town, was the 
first territorial capital. Gold was discovered there in 1862 
and a mining camp of 1,000 people quickly arose. The Alder Gulch 
(Virginia City) gold discoveries, 90 miles away, however, soon 
eclipsed those at Bannack, Bannack had the first quartz mine and 
stanp min in Montana Territory. The place retains the atmosphere 
of a frontier mining canp. It has a large nimiber of original 
buildings, and since it always remained a small town and was not 
abandoned until 1938, it underwent very little change since its 
earliest period. It is a fine example of an authentic mining 
ghost town. The site is in State ownership.
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14. T>p«dvood. South Dakota. 
Hills in

The discovery of gold in the Black 
led to the opening of the area to miners despite

treaties with the Sioux forbidding this area to vhite exploita­
tion. Deadwood soon became a wild miner's camp attracting an 
assortment of notoriovis persons. The Homestake Mine produced 
most of the $550,000,000 in mineral wealth that has come from 
the Black Hills since 1875. Deadwood is in private ownership.

Silverton-Teiitiride Area, Colorado. Silverton and 
Teiluride are the two principal towns in the San Jvian basin of 
southwestern Colorado and the center of a rich gold, silver, 
lead, and copper mining district that played an important part 
in the economic development of the Rocky Mountain area. The 
mineral wealth of this hi^, isolated mountain country was 
brou^t out by narrow gauge railroads, of which the Durango- 
Silverton branch of the Denver, Rio Grande, & Western is tbe 
only remaining one maintaining passenger service. The area is 
privately owned.
16. Durango-Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad, Colorado. This 
45-mile stretch of narrow gauge railroad tract was completed 
in 1882 along the gorge of the Las Animas River between Durango 
and Silverton. It clinibs 2,800 feet to an elevation of 8,302 
feet in that distance. Its purpose was to bring gold and silver 
ores of the Silverton area to smelters at Durango. As the sole 
surviving regularly schediaed passenger narrow gauge railroad in 
the West, it is an important historical surviveuL of a facility 
that played a significant role in the history of the Rocky 
Mountains.

There are no historic sites representing this theme in the National 
Park System, although Yosemite National Park has a great many associa­
tions with the mining era of California and its early history is 
directly related to it.
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Great Explorers of the West

In the "Great Explorers of the West" subtheme of "Westward Ejcpansion 
and Extension of the National Boundaries to the Pacific, I83O-I898," 
five sites not in Federal ownership have been recognized as 
possessing exceptional value. They are as follows:

1. Chinook Point, Washington. The discovery.of the Columbia 
River, in 1792, by the American Capt. Robert Gray, marked the 
climax of a long search for the legendary Great River of the 
West, and gave the United States a valid claim to the Northwest 
under international law. Chinook point, overlooking the mouth 
of the river, is a salient landmark at the discovery site. It 
is located along U. S. Hi^way 101, and is owned by the State' 
of Washington.

2. Pike's Peak, Colorado. One of the best known landmarks of 
the West, it was discovered by Zebulon Pike on his I806 expe­
dition. Both the peak and its name serve as etemal reminders 
of Pike's explorations for the Infant United States, Located 
west of Colorado Springs, Colorado, the mountain is owned by 
various private individuals.

3. Pike's Stockade, Colorado. Here Zebulon Pike raised the 
American flag over what was actually Spanish soil, and •was 
taken into custody by Spanish soldiers. The location of the 
stockade has been verified through descriptions in Pike's 
Jom'nal, supplemented by testimony of old settlers. Located 
four miles east of Sanford, Colorado, in the San Luis Valley, It 
is owned by the State of Colorado.

4. South Pass, Wyoming. As the earliest passage of the Rocky 
Mountains, South Pass was used more than any other route by 
westbound settlers. The significance of the Pass in western 
development is hard to exaggerate. It figured in every major 
phase of western United States history. Effective discovery 
of the Pass was made by Jdaediah Smith in 1824, when, with a 
party of William H. Ashley's trappers, he crossed the Pass in 
search of richer beaver-trapping territory. Although meniberB • 
of the retvurnlng Astoria party may have crossed South Pass,
our real knowledge of it dates from Smith's crossing. Incated 
in western Wyoming, on State Highway 28, South Pass is in 
private ownership.



5, Walker Pass, California* The discovery of this pass hy 
Joseph Walker, the famous mountain man, established a new 
route to California. Throu^ this pass in l8h3 Walker himself 
led the first emigrant wagon train into California. Later he 
guided part of Fremont's third expedition over the Sierras by 
way of this pass. Walker Pass is located 60 miles northeast 
of Bakersfield, California, on State Highway 178 and is owned 
by the Federal Government and private individuals.
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Indian Affairs

In the Indian Affairs Supplement to Military and Indian Affairs, 
eight sites have been recognized as possessing exceptional value.
Six of these, not administered by the National Park Service, are 
eligible to receive certificates as Registered National Historic 
Landmarks. They are as follows:

1, Fort Union, North Dakota. As the principsil Upper Missouri 
fur trade depot, a small westward projection of the white men's 
world. Fort Union afforded northern Plains and mountain tribes 
their first long contact with the alien white culture. Built 
in 1828, it was encircled by a wooden palisade guarded by square 
stone bastions. With the exception of a few cellar pits, little 
surface evidence of the fort remains today. Located at the east 
edge of Buford, North Dakota, south of U, S, Highway 2, it is 
owned by the State of North Dakota,

2, Cataldo Mdsslon, Idaho. In 1848, Jesuit missionaries 
began construction of the old Mission of the Sacred Heart, 
using only primitive tools and Indian labor. The M.ission 
played a successful role in educating Indians of Idaho.
The peaceful influence of the Jesuits probably was partly 
responsible for the refusal of the Coeur d' Alenes to Join 
Chief Joseph during the 1844 Nez Perce V/ar, The Mission, 
conpleted in I853, is the oldest building in Idaho, It is 
located about 20 miles east of Coeur d' Alene, Idaho, on 
U, S, Highway 10, and is owned and administered by the 
Catholic Church,

3. Carlisle Indian School. Pennsvlvtrnia. In its 39~ye&r 
existence (1879-I918), the Carlisle Indian School gave 
thousands of young Indians elementary education and instruc­
tion in mechanic arts, ngreculture, and home economics. It 
represented a sincere effort to better the Indians, and its 
success proaroted founding of other schools, Carlisle and 
similar schools were important in educating the Indians. 
Several school buildings survive ndar the western limits
of the current military reservation. Located in Carlisle, 
Pennsylmnia, on U, S, Highway 11, the old Carlisle School 
is owned by the United States Government as part of the Ajrmy 
War College.

4, Haskell Institute, Kansas. Established in iSS^t^ as the 
"Indian draining School," Haskell Institute has continued to 
be a leader in Indian education. It has had a wide effect on 
young Indians, preparing students to take part in the Nation's 
life, and to return to their tribes, IniproviDg both their own 
and their people's social and economic conditions. Today the 
school offers a four-year high school course supplemented by 
both vocational and pre-professional trainlrig. Located In 
Lawrence, Kansas, Haskell Institute is owned by the United 
States Goverrjnent and administered by the U, S. Bureau of 
Indian Affairs.



.5, Cherokee National Capitol. Oklahoma. The Cherokee 
National Capitol Is a landmark to one Important Indian 
tribe's solution to the problem of evurvlval when faced 
with Invasion by a technologically dominant civilization.
It represents the culmination of successful accultiiration 
beginning in colonial times and continuing into the late 
19th century. The Cherokee seem to have recognized early 
that they could survive only through adjusting their own 
life-way to changes thrust upon them by the whites. The 
Cherokee Capitol is located in Tahlequah, Oklahoma, and 
serves as the Court House of Cherokee County.

6. Creek National Capitol. Oklahoma. The Creek National 
Capitol symbolizes successful adjustment of a tribe whose 
culture and very existence was threatened by white pressure» 
Throu^ their earlier Confederacy, the Creeks had had a form 
of representative government. Building on this tradition, 
the Creeks, after removal to Oklahoma, developed a government 
similar to our own. The Creek National Capitol is located In 
Okmulgee, Oklahoma, and is owned by the Creek Indian Memorial 
Association.

Two sites commemorating this phase of American history are 
represented and interpreted in the National Park System as 
follows:

1. Whitman National Monument, Washington
2. Fort Laramie National Historic Site, Wyoming

As the result of additional study, two new sites have been added 
to the list of those recognized as possessing exceptional value 
in commemorating the military affairs phase of the "Military and 
Indian Affairs" subtheme of Westward Expansion. They are as 
follows;

1. Fort Atkinson, Nebraska. One of the line of forts 
guarding the western frontier, in the 1820's. Fort Atkinson 
lay south and west of Fort Snelllng and held this portion 
of the line from I819 to 1827. It served to advance the 
interest of the Upper Missouri fur trade in this period.
The Upper Missoiiri Indian Agency was located at Fort Atkinson. 
Althou^ nothing remains of the fort above ground, recent 
archeological studies have uncovered the fort's foundations. 
Located about one mile east of the town of Port Calhoun, the 
Bite of Fort Atkinson is privately owned.
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2. Fort Concho, Texas* Of the line of forts protecting the 
Texas frontier. Fort Concho vrais ainong the more lngportant due 
to strategic location at the point where east-vest trails 
converged to avoid the Staked Plains on the north and the 
desert to the south. Troops from the fort took part In 
canpalgns against the Kiowa and Comanche from 1870 to 187^. 
Substantial remains of the fort exist today on the south 
edge of San Angelo, Texas. The buildings are owned In part 
by private Individuals and In part by the City of San Angelo.

I
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city of Cripple Creek, Celerade...

Cripplp Cr#«k, Colo,, 
August Iti, 1961,

Honorabl# Gordon C. Allott,
U.3.Senator froa Colorado, ‘
Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.G,

Dear Senator Allottt

All of the people of Cripple Creek,
Colo were very happy to receive your telegram advlalng 
U8 that the Department of Interior has designated this 
City as a Historic Side entitled to bronze markers 
certificates upon application to the National Park Service.

We would appreciate your advising us 
whether this designation covers the entire Cripple Creek 
District which would include the City of Victor 
surrounding small towns which were once here and have now 
disappeared, or Is this designation for the City of Cripple 
Creek, only.

It is our desire to obtain as many 
markers as possible so that all of the historic sites can 
be designated for posterity.

We wish to thank you for your efforts 
In behalf of our Dlatrlot, which will benefit greatly from 
this publicity.

■r*

' V ‘'f

Sincerely

Mayor,
City of Cripple Creek, Colo,



EDWIN L. FRY 
MAYOR

O. M. CRAIG 
TREASURER

E. MURPHY 
CUEHK'

COUNCILMEN 
MILES FLEETWOOD 

JIM WHITE 
JOSEPH BURNS 
R. F. TRUMPY

% %

City of Cripple Creek, Colorado...

L- ■ 

/

Cripple Creek, Coxo,, 
August 18, 1961.

National Park Service,
U.S,Department of Interior,
Washington, D.G.

Gentlemen;

We have been advised by the Hon, Gordon C. Allott, 
U.S,Senator from Colorado, that the Department of Interior 
has designated Cripple Creek. Colo, as a Historic Site 
entitled to bronze markers and certificates upon formal 
application to your Department,

We would appreciate It If you will kindly furnish 
us with necessary information as to the number of bronze 
markers and certificates to which this City Is entitled, 
also specifications as to size, etc,, to enable us to 
fxirnlsh proper data to your Department,

Thanking you, we are

Yours very truly,

CITY OF CRIPPLE CREEK, COLORADO.

n. , /] \UUl7c
Mayor,

T
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Respectfully referred to

REPLY DUE
Mr. John R. Littleton 
Branch of Hietory orn i IQRl 
National Park ServiW^i a 

Dep>artment of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. C.

Per telephone conversation with you 
today, the attached is forwarded for 
inclusion in your direct response to 
Mayor Vetter's inquiries to you.

Your assistance on this is greatly 
appreciated. And, would you please 
let me have a copy of your reply for 
my records.

c; 
C i

r-r

u. s. s.Gordon Allott,
U. ■. aOVERNMINT S*INT|N« OrPICE
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the leaoaaaxk desigaatio® fOiL. Crissae Chreek covcant only the 
eoenailty of Crijpple Cretic itself. Ih eqaelderiag (hrinplj: 
Creek, mwng other sites typlfyijig the nrtirilng frontier itt 
W«Btexti A—rlfen history, the Mrleaary Boeoed on BstiotHl BmcIbb, 
Hlatorie Sites, Buildings, asl Massaseats reeeigBined the feet Ihet hoth (hrij^e Cre^ sod the distarlet surxouaSlng it vapre 
past of an laq^ortant wining area. Boeeear, it vas the Board's 
otpinica that oga|y the City of Cripple Creek possessed sufficient 
well prcecrred remains to he eligible for Begisterea national 
Blstorle LaaSaark status, fhe designatioot, therefore, refers 
to the historic eaaaaadLty of Cripple OnA ooXy and it was the 
intent of the Adrlsoey Bond that the City of Crisiae (hwck 
idsBuld raeelve the Tmrtnirrli Certificate a^ hronze MaEriOar.
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Ik the ease of a^xik historic distriets, one Barker and ona 
certificate are issued designating ihe cQaaranlly as a whole 
as a Begistered Bhtioa»l Historic Tandaark.

¥e hope this eapUnation will answer your qmsbim eoaieemlBg 
the dasslfieatioB of Cripple Cntk, «ad will he looking farw*pt'^^«i4'?il«i^ 
to receiving ymar appLicatloa for the Laatetxk Certlfieat# ant ^ ^ Ŝf|4;4‘f'■

mmfffi,-J

?F . ^ . >%
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Crlpple Creeky Colo., 
December 14, 1961.
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Mr. Charles W, Porter, III, 
Acting Chief Historian,
U.S,Department of Interior, 
Rational Park Service, 
Washington, D.C,

Dear Slri-

Referring to ybur letter of August 24th, 
file 168»IBH, regarding certificate and bronze marker 
which the Department would provide for Cripple Creek,

We are attaching ooi^ showing what wo would 
like to have illustrated on the bronze marker. If 
this 1b in accordance with the regulations of your 
Department, The two captions to be 1/2" high letters 
and the body to have letters 1/4" high.

We are also enclosing app).ication forms 
for certificate and marker, properly filled out.

'rl

•• , ■

v:-:. V =

: •; . " - V,'
■ ■ ' '..... •••'.' '

C;

■’ -a;- ^

Yours very truly,

i,oe Vetter, ^ayor

te'A
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CRIPPLE CREEK, COLORADO.

WORLD'S GREATEST GOLD CAMP.

Gold was discovered In Poverty Gulch in 1886 by 

Robert Womack. The City of Cripple Creek was Incorporated 

in February 1893, Dr, John A. Whiting being the City's 

first Mayor,

Two bad fires in April 1896 destroyed a large portion of 

_ *v the City being of wood and frame construction. Rebuilding'fi'as 

statrted immediately, all business houses on Bennett Ave, being 

rebuilt in brick and stone. By the end of 1896, the population 

of the City was 40,000,

By 1900, the City had nximerous hotels, brokerage houses, 

newspapers, grade and high schools, banks, telegraph offices, 

hospitals and churches.

During boom times, there were over 5OO producing mines 

and approximately one billion dollara in gold was produced.

There were three steam railroads and two electric lines 

serving the district with scheduled trains arriving or departing 

every six minutes.

Decline of the District started after World War 1 and 

further depression was due to pegging of price of Gold at 

$35.00 per ounce in 1932, making it impossible to operate at 

a profit due to inflation, the depth of the mines and the 

solid rock formation.

Cripple Creek was declared a Historic Site by the 

U.S.Dept, of Interior, Jtily 3, 1961,

This plaque erected in 1961 - Joe, J,. Vetter, Mayor,
v:;

fA '
; , A,;/’



DEC 19 1961

Mr. Conrad L, Wirth, Director 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 23, D, C.

Dear Mr. Wirth:

As the (owner,owners) of Land In front of Museuni
(name of site)

located in

Cripple Creek Teller Colorado
(Citj^T (County) (StateJ

(I,we) hereby make formal application for a certificate ( x ) and 
bronze marker, 17" x l8", ( x ) designating this historic property 
as a Registered National Historic Landmark. (Check one or both as 
desired)

1. Fully conscious of the high responsibility to the Nation 
that goes with the ownership and care of a property classified as 
having exceptional value and worthy of Registered National Historic 
Landmark status (l,we) agree to preserve, so far as practicable and 
to the best of (my,our) ability, the historical integrity of this 
important part of the national cxiltural heritage.

2. Toward this end, (l,we) agree to continue to use the 
property only for purposes consistent with its historical character.

3. (l,we) also agree to permit an annual visit to the 
property by a representative of the National Park Service, as a 
basis for contin\iing landmark status.

4. If for any reason, the three conditions mentioned above 
cannot continue to be met, it is agreed that the Registered 
National Historic Landmark status shall cease sind that until such 
status is restored by the Secretary of the Interior, neither the 
Registered National Historic Landmark Certificate nor the Marker 
will be displayed.

Sincerely yours,
\[qMaL

56 Sj* Vetter,
Mayor
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Mr. Charles W. Porter, III, 
Acting Chief Historian,
U.S. Departnent of Interior, 
National Park Service, 
Washington, 25, D. C.

. ■ ::S|%
■il if}

.jr4® iMft

Dear Sir:- ,.i>‘

eimii
We wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 

January 9th, file LS8-CHA, regarding Registered National Historic 
Landaark Certificate and Marker for Cripple Creek.

•''IllilillfqiiWSSrfit
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We would greatly appreciate it if you will kindly 
arrange to plMse an order for the certificate and aarker as 
shown in the photograi^ idiich you sent to us. s ^

• •: S -.i.- . '.; .. -‘ 'IJ.J
Vti are assuming that this marker will be 17" x 18" ^ outlinad in your original letter. "jsi . , 7*^

•*

>; 4,;u7^*'4r.

oar City.
We wish to duudc you for your intsrMt in Iw^lf of xqi:r7,i'q-^

-;.v;7u

■■- :«^' -• ' ':. ■-y- u'■'
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Yours very truly.
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application for a C«rtlflcatc and Plaq,ue for Cripple Creak. v ' ' %
Colorado. --------- ------ . 3. ' .i'v "* ' • -SsS

______________________________ ____ __luadiMrk iipplloetlon form for Cripple Creek, 
Colorado.- ■■

Aitting cauef Hetorla^
Mrtiooal Burvay of Hietcarie Sltee and Bulldlng#i

.•i|v .V

**■■■ £■- 77Sii*w ^

Ito are attaching 9<spj of a Regletered Hational Hiatorie Landm^^
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It vlll be noted that in the q«ee for the *»<^»e of the site, 
Mayor Vetter of Cripple Cretic imw inaerted the phraee, "Land im 
front of Muaeiim." We believe Mayor Vetter hae done this to 
ii^cate the laot that the eity ovna that particular bit of 
prcrpejrty, rather 1±ian aa indleatlon of the n«ni* he vlahes used 
on the Certificate and Marker. Accordingly ve will produce the 
Landmark Certificate and Plague vith the naine, "Cripple Greek" 
lailess we are advised otherwise by your office. We would 
appreciate your advice aa to idiaa tha Markwr should be shipped 

‘idien it is ecsapleted.
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He have yovir moaoraadum of Itebnmry 6 together eith the application . .i t ' - 
for a certlfleate and plaque for Cripple Creek, Colorado. . ■
He believe that Meyor Vetter, in placing in the space for the naae '4|/ %
of the site "land in frtat of Musem" apparently has indl<»ted th# 
space vhere he awat# the plaque placed. It vlll be agreeable vlth ^ ...
US if you vill produce the laadnax^ certificate and the plaque vith ,,

' the name "Cripple Qre^." You may send the marker directly to 
Mayor Vetter .s
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Cortlflcates-for Bites in .your Begion: . -m
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1. Cripple Creek, Colora40
2. Fort Atkinson, Se^teini

; %f ‘^“1 :• ^ signatures In some Instances are sll^tly blurrei. tl
■,' rs*; . * awever, -m rectasaend that the certificates he issued as siibinitted. ' " *«"'l

^e.' owners of the above sites have requested Kiarkers a
-P-  ̂ fflSKufacturing them as soon as we ca

‘ ’"i- F®ach them on the list. At the present time these markers are 
! . mnAimrOr 7*5 At _______
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MoKxrandm

®oi fhe Director
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'ySlaliiiliStta., mmimmim■•,• o''
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From: Aetiag Assistaiit BafftOBal Director, NiAwuit INglaa

Svibject: Batlooal Surrey of Eistorle Sites aad BuUdloga: «■«—*
of Ov&era or AOiaiDlstrators of Sites eligible tor LmaSmrk 
Status

^ bare your iwmaraartw of Jia&uary 7 requestiog the aaaea of the 
other myoarn of toms lAilch hare bem selected as historic dis­
tricts for Laniaark status, other thaa Silvertoo, Colorado, aal 
Dwdwood, South Dakota.
According to our lat«rt lafonsatloa (late May 1962), the adadnistrators 
are as follows:
Central City, Colcsrado 
Leadville, Colorado 
Criimle Creek. t^oradQ ISellitfldeTcoa^So^ 
Butte, Moat.
Itort Benton, Montana 
Bannack, Mont.
Tirglnla City, Moot.

CMorge Baastetter, Mayor 
George Mitchell, Mayor 
Joe Vetter, Mayor 
not known
Vem Chdffith, Mayor 
Miss Marian Snitb, Mayor 
Ashley Boberts, Dln^twr, 

State Parks Div., Helena 
Charles Bovey, Virginia City, 

is owner of histroical 
Beetl<m.

V, ,:;i
.;v;

In du^leate

iilS'
SboBMuB £. Mhitcraft (signed) 
Acting As0t«< Reg. Director
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Htyar- of tli« City of 
Crliia^le Cre«]c —-

C3rl|qpl« Creak, Colarado 

Dear Maycnr Vottorj

W^%mW30S^
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This is to ittfom you tliat i#» are liiijipliig tba Rostered Ibctloa^
Met^c Leodaerk Platjua for Criimle Cgeek. to you todi^ . : > :%|
via Rallvay Eitpreaa. Mt wuld e^pmsl^ It If yotTvould advise 
.us vjfoa receipt of the pilatiiie. •-v

....it■It Is a Pleaaure to Im you «|rticipa«a to our iMiStottat »rogrtp,,;:|i^ 
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT of the INTERIOR
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GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

For release to PMs April 21, 1967

ws release

CTOLOGISTS RENEW STUDIES OF HISKWIC MINING ABBA

, Forrester^^3-4646

The famous Cripple Creek gold alning district in Teller County, 

central Colorado, is the target of a new exploration program by geologists 

of the Geological Survey, Department of the Interior. Now Inactive, the 

mines produced about 21 milllm ounces of gold from 1891 to 1962, although 

the district's main production ended in 1941.

Preliminary investigations of the Cripple Creek district hsve been 

published in a new U. S. Geological Survey Circular. The report indicates 

the possibilities of large, but low-grade, surface deposits.

Garland B. Gott, of the Survey's Denver, Colo., office, and geologist 

in charge of the Cripple Creek stuffy, said that "in the vicinity of the 

Cresson Hn*. . in the south-central part of the mining district - samples 

from surface rocks within an area about 3,800 feet long, and 500 feet wide 

averaged 2.5 parts per sdllion gold ($2.50 per too)*"

"If these samples give a true measure of the gold content of these 
rocks," Gott said, "then a block of ground this large might be mineable 
by use of modem msse-production methods."

"Judgli« by the closed mines," the USGS spokesman said, "exploration 
and mining of veins similar to those that produced gold in the pest is not 
econaaically feasible today," he added that "the best possibility for the 
discovery and development of additional gold reserves in the district 
appears to be large loi^grade deposits that can be cheaply mined from the 
surface."

^ "2^
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Gott explained that the Survey's preliminary studies, based on the 
distribution of 'Indicator* elements such as tellurium, silver, and 
mercury, as tpell as gold, are designed to determine whether such large 
loie-grade deposits exist.

The Cripple Creek district Is located 20 miles southwest of Colorado 
Springs, and Is within 10 miles of historic Pikes Peak. For nearly 73 
years Its mines - most of them lying within a circle of only about 4 miles 
In dlasKter - probed the crater of an ancient volcrano, tapping the gold* 
bearing lodes that occur In narrow fissures within the volcanic rocks.

The report, containing several maps based on results of the sampling 
program. Is the fourth In a series of USGS reports resulting from the 
Survey's recently Intensified nationwide search for heavy metals such as 
mercury, tin and tantalum, and for precious metals such as gold, silver 
and platinum. All of these are In short domestic supply. The heavy 
metals prc^ram, being undertaken Jointly by the U. S. Geological Survey 
and the U. S. Bureau of Nines, is aimed at providing clues to new sources 
of the metals for further exploration and developaient by private industry.

Entitled "Distribution of Gold, Tellurium, Silver, and Mercury in 
part of the Cripple Creek District, Colorado," by Garland B. Gott and 
others, the report Is published as Geological Survey Circular 543.
Copies are available free on request from the U. S. Geological Survey, 
Washington, D. C., 20242, and over-the-counter from the Survey's Public 
Inquiries offices at the following addresses: 108 Skyline Bldg., 508 
2nd Ave., Anchorage, Alaska 99501; 7638 Federal Bldg., 300 N. Los Angeles 
St., Los Angeles 90012 ; 504 Custom House, 555 Battery St., San Francisco, 
Calif. 94111; 15426 Federal Bldg., 1961 Stout St., Denver,, Colo., 80202; 
602 Thomas Bldg., 1314 Hood St., Dallas, Texas 75202; 8102 Federal Bldg., 
125 South State St., Salt Lake City, Utah 84111; South 157 Howard St., 
Spokane, Washington 99204.

X X X X

92810-67
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Maaorasduis;

To: Asslstaot Director. Cooperative Activities 
Througii: Chief, State and Private Assistance

Froa: Laodearl Proems Specialist

Subject; Cripple Creek Historic LandBark, 
Biennial Inspection, 1972 %-m

.•«

I visited the teva oa ^Cay 15, accoispanied hy Dick Strait 
of the Colorado State Director's Office, We set with 
Mayor Joe B. Burns briefly, but our eain contact was with 
Mr, Wayne s^akin, the owner of the Imperial Hotel (built 
in 1S95) and a member of the City Flanaing Commission.

The tovtt has kept its historical integrity vith the help 
of a historic district ordinance, although Hr. Makin says 
it requires vigilance to sake sure it is enforced. Most 
of the present buildings date from after the great fires 
of 1896. The town vas quickly rebuilt following the 
holocausts. The Cripple Creek Mining District then reached 
its peak output of gold in 1901 and continued producing 
until the 1950*s.

Except for the Imperial Hotel, which Mr, Makin has restored 
and partially refurnished to its turn-of-the-century appearance, 
nose of the tourist attractions were open at the time of our 
visit. These include the Mollie Kathleen Mine, the Cripple 
Creek r41aing District Museum and the Old Somestead Parlour 
Mouse, a restored and refurnished brothel (copies of brochures 
attached}.



Xhe boundaries I will recoaaead for the historic district 
follov the surrounding ridge lines so as to preserve the 
natural part of the historic setting as well as the actual 
structures. The only nodern intrusion I noticed as we 
drove into the valley was a water tank perched on the hill­
side.

The aecoapanylng picture postcards look towards the northwest.

The laadsark plaque is still located in front of the auseuffi 
building.

SIGNED

Knclosures
G c : /director, tfASO w/cv end.— 

State Director, Colorado

Donald F. Dosch

■ ■

1-^



United ^Lates Department of the interior \v.^SV^i*h^|
fis.j^**^**'* - ..^w■..-If.-;

IN REPLY REFER TO:

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 2U24U

H34-HH

JAN 18 1973

Memorandum

To: Director, Midwest Region

From: Qiief Historian •

Subject: Receipt of National Historic Landmark Biennial
Inspection Report[s]

We are pleased to acknowledge the receipt of [aj biennial inspection 
report[sJ for the following national historic landmarkjs]:

Bannack Historic District, Montana 
Cripple Creek Historic District, Colorado

Your continued cooperation in keeping us informed of further develop­
ments regarding landmarks in your Region, including changes of ownership 
and any potential threats to their integrity or existence, will be 
greatly appreciated.

(Sgd.) A. li. Mortensen

A. R. Mortensen

bcc: PHHS-Mr. Sheely 
FNP:HJ Sheely:kr 1/17/73

HP - Montana - Bannack Historic District 
Colorado - Crioolp 

............................ District

;S

National Parks Cf ntennial 1872-1S72

..... .
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- THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION
8787 Georgia Avenue • Silver Spring, Maryland 20907

C301] 589-1480

September 3, 1975

National Register of Historic Places 
c/o National Park Services 
Department of the Interior 
18th and "C” Streets N.W.
Washington, DC 20240 '

Gentlemen:

Would you kindly furnish me with one copy each of
Colorado; 

Historic
the nomination application for Cripple Creek, 
Teller County, and Pioneer Square-bKia Row Hi 
District, Seattle Washington. King County.

Unfortunately I do nbt have a copy of the 1974 
Register supplement, and so I cannot determine if the 
following places have been nominated or placed on the 
Register:

WU^i4;
Larimer Square, Denver Colorado, King County 
Trolley Square, Salt Lake City, Utah, SL Co. 
Arrow Press Square, Salt La^e City, Utah, SL 
Victor, Colorado, Teller County

Co.

If the nomination applications are available for 
the above four places, I would appreciate also receiving 
a copy of each.

Please advise if there is a fee for the requested 
materials.

Very truly yours

Regional Planning Officer

CWG;rt
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Mr. Warren Giaugue 
Regional Planning Officer ;V 
Maryland-National CJapitol Park and Planning 

Commission 
8787 Georgia Avenue 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20907

■:i ■ , I,-*;;

SEP 2 6 1975
V'. ■

■ - f V. -i■V ;;
SS'[

■I
I "f' ■

Dear Mr. Giaugue:

Thank you for your letter requesting copies of nomination forms. We 
are enclosing xerox copies of the Cripple Creek. Larimer Square, and 
P^nee:^Square-Skid Road Historic District nominations. The other 
properties yon mentioned have ilOf^hlMliiMalhS'Cedr'" The State Historic 
Preservation Officers for Colorado and Utah may be able to supply you 
with information concerning the other properties you mentioned. These 
officials are Mr. Stephen H. Hart, Chairman, State Historical Society, 
Colorado State Musetan, 200 14th Avenue, Denver, Colorado 80203 and Dr. 
Melvin T Sigith, Director,^Division of State History, 603 East South
Temple, Salt ^ke City, Utah 84102.

We hope this Information will be useful to you. We shall be happy to 
answer any further questions.

-A

Sincerely yours,
(Sgd.) George P. IhrsTy r!^

William J. Murtagh
Keeper of the National Register

'S-

Enclosure
-3'v

cc: Mr. Stephen H. Hart SHPO Colorado w/c Inc.)
Dr. Melvin T. Smith SHPO Utah w/c inc.)

V'..

bcc: Regional Irector, Rocky Mountain Region)
Director's Reading File
DI
PR)

FNP: BLEBOVICH:jin:9-25-75

. ■ .•■I? . .■■-■

tf-' BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR
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THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF COLORADO
Colorado State Museum, 130O Broadway, Denver, Colorado 80203

September 13, 1977

Honorable William Murphy 
Mayor of Victor 
Victor, Colorado 80860

Dear Mayor Murphy:

I am writing to thank you for hosting and meeting with 
Ms. Marilyn Larew of the National Park Service and my­
self on Tuesday, September 6 regarding the Cripple Creek 
National Historic Landmark boundary.

I was very pleased that you were both concerned and en­
thusiastic about the possibility of including both of 
the towns of Victor and Cripple Creek within the district. 
After touring the town and exploring further the mining 
area between the towns, it became even more apparent that 
a district enclosing the entire area would be the most ap­
propriate way of recognizing and protecting this very im­
portant area in the history of mining.

You will be interested to know that although Ms. Larew will 
be touring the mining towns and camps of several other 
states before making her official report, other regional 
representatives of the National Park Service seem favorably 
disposed to seeing Victor included in the landmark district; 
this opinion is supported as well by Mr. Stephen H. Hart, 
State Historic Preservation Officer in Colorado.

In the event that you never received the information sent to 
you in anticipation of our appearance in town, I have en­
closed a copy of the National Register nomination form which 
describes the district and delineates the boundaries as they 
now exist. I have also enclosed the brochures which briefly 
describes the National Landmark program and the National Reg­
ister programs.

When we are advised of any further developments regarding the 
boundary, we will be most pleased to pass them on.

Sincerely,

James Edward Hartmann 
Curator, Historic Preservation

cc: Ms. Marilyn Larew
Mr. Stephen H. Hart



THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OP COLORADO
Colorado State Museum, 130O Broadway, Denver, Colorado 80203

September 14, 1977

Honorable Creg Robinson 
Mayor of Cripple Creek 
Cripple Creek, Colorado 80813

Dear Mayor Robinson:

I am writing to thank you for attending the meeting of 
Tuesday, September 6, with Ms. Marilyn Larew of the Na­
tional Park Service and myself regarding the Cripple 
Creek Historic District boundary.

We were especially pleased to learn that the town has 
passed an ordinance regarding the protection of this 
National Historic Landmark. We were unable to secure 
a copy before we left the town, so I would very much 
appreciate you sending one to us for our files.

You might be interested to know that Mr. Bill Murphy, 
Mayor of Victor, speaking in its behalf was quite in­
terested in seeing the town included in the landmark.
Upon our return to Denver, a meeting was held with 
other representatives of the National Park Service which 
.was attended by Mr. Stephen H. Hart, State Historic Pres­
ervation Officer in Colorado. It was agreed that the 
landmark could be very much strengthened by the inclusion 
of Victor and also the heavily mined area and attendant 
towns located between the two towns.

Ms. Larew will be touring more western mining towns and 
camps before making her final report, but she seemed 
quite enthusiastic about the idea of expanding certain 
of Colorado's mining town boundaries. I will let you 
know when we hear anything further about the Cripple 
Creek district boundaries.

Sincerely,

James Edward Hartmann 
Curator, Historic Preservation

cc: Ms. Marilyn Larew
Mr. Stephen H. Hart
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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B»t«l St. Grtssto oa. MOT
NAME AND ADDRESS OF PROPERTY

HISTORIC DISTRICT

STATUTE
Cripple Creek Ulcterlc IHetrlet (MKL)

STATE
COUN TY

Teller

NAME OF OWNER
Vmfm B. mti UmOm I»

ADDRESS OF OWNER IMKM. BCK 670
Cripple Creek, Col. 80813

DATE CERTIFIED AS |i^y0 2 4^^^^ 

121 CONTRI BUTING NON-CONTRIBUTING

REMARKS:

DATE OF REQUEST f*"14->78 

SHPO OPINION:

FBI CONTRIBUTING

I I NON-CONTRIBUTING

□ NO COMMENT

REHABILITATION CERTIFICATION

IL
C

alU
-wi

a
<0.
-I
<
z
g

zI

aV)
3

NATIONAL REGISTER TAX REFORM ACT CERTIFICATION
a -■:«

WASO-T55
(9/77)
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Mr. md Mrs. WiqnM Skls^
Vo The Hotel St. Hletoles 
Box 670
Cripple Creek, Colorado 80813

%«# 

ct-
m ^r,,'-|-- ?■ my-.

M
t-r Dear Mr. sad Mrs. Salsek: 'j ,*• -■/" :^>,/ ;

'■, ■>' ■:Thwk foa for your letter reqttwtistg iafcncBstioa oa bow to obtsia i t4*^ i 
plaque aai certificate for the St. Ni^las Hospital, Cripple Cr^«" ^
Colorado. -

f

”

r'
'., . rf.

Mr
?SW- ■

We have detexstined that this hospital is withis the botasidaries 
of the Cripple Creek Natioaal Historic Laadaark. Individual structures 
like this do not got a plaque or certificate. Both a plaque and 
certificate have been presented to the Mayor of Cripple Creek for 
the entire district. However, because the hospital is in the district 
839d judged to contribute to its slgnificaace, it should be eligible 
for tax act benefits.

‘-4

4

'§m
r

We hope this inforuatim will be of assistance to you. If we can ^ - 4f 
help you further in any way, please let as know. Thenk yea for 4 '
your interest la the National Historic Lanteaxks ProgrM. ^

Siaearely,
' 22 Hv‘22. ; W.; ,

\- r .. ' ;
*c':-v M':

"'v,--,"

14 4 " ' -fit

George F. Enery 
Chief, Historic Sitstt 

Survey Division

>
^rrh 1/
\> >•> ■

4r

.cc: Mr. Arthur C. Townsend
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Colorado Heritage Center 
1300 Broadway
Denver, Colorado 80203 w/c of inc.

4‘'' FHR:M Callander:mc:9/18/78:523-5464

Vi:'.: -.- . Ilf

'•v^ :4

f ! ..*€fci» bcc: Director's Reading File
/ HSS-Sheely) w/c of inc.

HSS-Reading File j

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HSS

' v; , ■ , .'■ '

HP - Colorado - Cripple Creek >fr-' -------- . :: . ~ -

il-:
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Jtorm 10*31T 
(Sept. 19S7) t fUNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS
1. STATE

Colorado
3. NAME(S) OF SITE

Cripple Creek

2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH” BEFOI^ THEME.NO.XV "Westvard Expantion, I83O to I898" (Mining Frontier in 
the Trans-Missiosippi Weot)------------

4. APPROX. ACREAGE
Undetermined

5. EXACT LCXATIOH (.County, township, roads, etc. // difficult to find, sketch on Supplementary Shea)

6. NAME Am ADDRESS OF PRESBiJ Omm (Also administrator if different from owner) ^ !
Private ovnership_______________ __________________________  ' - V ________

7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (7)e»crl6e6ne^jM<ifta( motw siteiroportaretoBdtfftatremoiiwareectonO

Cripple Creek district in Colorado is one of the vorld's most famous gold 
fields. This area originally prono\mced worthless by mining experts, has produced 
almost 400 million dollars worth of gold since I89I.

Although Cripple Creek sprang up in the early 1890's, the first discovery 
of gold was made there in I874. However, at that time little gold was found. In 
I88U, as the result of the "salting" of an area near Mo\mt Plsgah, a short distance 
west of Cripple Creek, 3>000 prospectors rushed to that place in search of gold. 
However, after the hoax was proved, miners were suspicious of new discoveries in the 
region because they feared another "salted" mine.

The actual discovery of gold at Cripple Creek was the result of the pros­
pecting of Robert Womack, a young cowhand. When 2 Colorado Springs prospectors 
in 1891 traversed Poverty Gulch, they found Womack working at the bottom of a 48- 
foot shaft in which he had uncovered a promising vein of gold. Womack csilled his 
claim the El Paso and took specimens of the ore to Colorado Springs. At the assay 
office, it was discovered that the ore yielded almost $250 a ton. Womack subsequently 
sold his claim. He later died impoverished in Colorado Springs, a ward of loyal 
friends.

Reports of Womack's discovery did not res\ilt in an immediate rush to the 
region. Experienced miners still refused to believe that any large quantity of ore 
might be found in that place. In the fall of I891, a straggling settlement of tents 
and cabins grew up on the present site of Cripple Creek. Bennett and Myers, owners 
of the land, after learning that gold had been foimd on their land, platted out 80 
acres for a towasite which they called Fremont for the explorer John W. Fremont. The 
lots were eagerly purchased by the miners who later poured into the region. Since 
there wEis already a town in the State by the name of Fremont, postal officials refused( continued)

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES iOive best sources; give location of manuscripts and rare works)

Muriel S. Wolle, Stampede to Timberline; The Ghost Towns and Mining Camps in Colorado 
(Boulder, 1949), 450-482.

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NPS study, JHABS, etc.)

10. PHOTOGRAPHS*
ATTACHED: YES0 noD

11. CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE (Afiweujii./ora.rtc.) 13. DATE OF VISIT
October. 1958

14. tmt^^^ECORDER («!fiStore) 15. TITLE
Historian

16. DATE
Dpr 1 Q 'fqrd

UNT ON AN 8 X lOH SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE. DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE 
' NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED. ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)
U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—74016-1



Form 10-317a
(Sept. 1967) UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

t .. ;:v

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the 
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many 
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order 
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont’d), as, 
6. Description and Importance (cont’d) . . .
____________ Pace 2
STATE

Colorado
NAME(S) OF SITE

Cripple Creek

#■

c

7* In?)ortajQce and Description (cont'd)

to accept it as a name for the camp. The name of Cripple Creek was then suggested and 
was sebsequently approved by the Postal Depcirtment.

tQoo * of the mines at Cripple Creek was relatively slow. During
1592 most of the mining was from placers, for the great lodes were not discovered

^ population of Cripple Creek rose to 4,000.
In I093 the big mines of the district were discovered and developed. However, in that 
year as a resxilt of demonitization of silver, thousands of miners were thrown out of 
work. As a result, many silver camps were forced to close down and the miners 
flocked to Cripple Creek to dig for gold. It was discovered that the deeper the mines 
were developed the richer the veins became. In 1894, a railroad was completed to 
the city. Both a Midland Terminal from Divine, and the Florence and Cripple Creek 
Rai^oad from Canyon City reached Cripple Creek, the latter one, sending its first 
train puffing into the canq) on July 2 of that year. By I894 the popiilation had

lo^OOO. By 1896, gold production reached $8,750,000; by I898, $16,000,000: 
by 1899, $21,000,000; by I9OO, the year's production was $23,000,000. The greatest 
production appears to have occurred in I9OI when almost $25,000,000 in gold was taken 
from the region irtiich was surpassed only by a town in Transvaal, South Africa. By 
this time the district of Cripple Creek, which comprised the towns of Victor, Goldfield, 
Gillett, Anaconda, Independence, Cameron, Altman, and 2 or 3 smaller ones.

Unlike most gold mining districts. Cripple Creek has enjoyed an extended 
prosperity. For almost 2 decades before the veins began to be depleted gold was 
mined in great quantities. Following 1914 there was a long period of stagnation, but 
in the early 1930's the district took on new life and in the latter part of that 
decade population trebled when gold production rose to over $5,000,000.

At its height. Cripple Creek had a population of 20,000. At the beginning 
of the c^tury the camp had 4l assay offices, 9I lawyers, 46 brokerage houses, 88 doctors 
and dentists, 14 newspapers, 70 saloons, and one coroner. Bennett Avenue was a busy 
street. Myers Avenue, one block south was equally busy but had a different type of

Muriel S. Wolle, it consisted of "one-storied cell-like cribs, 
false-front saloons, dance halls and Parlor Houses." In I906, an overturned stove 
started a fire which destroyed most of the town. The town was soon rebuilt with stone 
^d brick structures. The population of Cripple Creek in 1940 had dropped to 1,428; 
in 1950^ to 853*

4: . II. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING 07FICK 16—<4029-1



Form 10-317a
(SeptJ 1957) UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

t
S4<‘ NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 

SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET

r'

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the 
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many 
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order 
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont’d), as, 
6. Description and Importance (cont’d) . . .

STATE NAME (S) OF SITE

Colorado Cripple Creek

7. Iinportance and Description (cont'd)

Very few significant structures have survived in Cripple Creek. One of 
these is the old depot purportedly erected in 1890. The railroads have since 
abandoned Cripple Creek, so the old depot now serves as a city musemn. Another is 
the Imperial Hotel where plays of the I89O era are now held during the summer months. 
Another is the old jail at the northern part of the town. All that remains of an 
extensive red li^t district is the "Old Homestead," a Parlor House. This last 
structure is now operated as a museum.
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Cripple Creek ae you approach froem ^e ni^#i on 
Colorado 67

bm

Bennett Avenue looking east - note banners over street 
In the distance

August 8, 1969
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1896 buildings on north side of Bennett Avenue

Tourists' narrow-guage railroad
August 8, 1969
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S'
Cripple 'Creek, Colorado (‘birdseye view) from tiie 

northeast. Photograph hy Ray H. Mattison, October 1958. 
Negative in Region T>ro Office Library, Qmalia, Ilebraska.
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Main street of Cripple Creakj, Colorado. East view. 
Itount Plsgah may be seen in, the right background. Photo­
graph by Ray H. Mattison, October 1958. Negative in Region 
Two Office Librar>% Ociaha, ifebraska.
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BEPiiREMEIIF OF H!HE IBX'KSICSR 
MDZONAL PiSUC S^VICE 

WASUNKTON 25, D. C.
(

!□»» liKkional SuDnn^ of Blstox-ie Sites said BtilMiags

CarApple Creek, Colorado

Za the declinizig y^rs of tiie Codoredo silver boom, one of the 
vorld's largest gold fields vas discovered la I891, alcaig Cripple 
Cxe^, sesar Pihe*s FeaSt.. Arxsssg the ri<^ gold strides of the min±og 
era. Gristle Creek ranks arar the t<^ fw total amo\mt of gold 
recovered aad for the s»mS»er of peo;pIe involved ia the hoom. It is 
estiimcted that aearly $2ioo,0(X>,(X)0 ia gold have b^n mined ia the 
Cripple Greek distarict, and that at its pec^ the pepulatioa of the 
area reash^ 50,<XK>. It ^»as served five railroads^ A picture 
of the ft^eaaied acrtivity at this ujfllielievebay rich camp is Iwsrd to 
convey, althou^ the statistics are isQ^ressive, for at its hei^t 
Cripple Cre^ <»3ixtaiaed hi assay offices, ^ brokerage houses, Ih 
ae»s]^pers, end 70 s^Loaos.

It •ms discovered that the de^ar the mtees vere developed the 
rldaer the veias became, aaad both pcpulatloia and gold ij^oductioa 
steaflUy increased. Bie C^pple CredS: district evenutaHy c<ai®a*iBed 
a aomher of satellite gold casps, as sell as the tOHa of Crjpo;>le 
Creek* In 10^ aeariy ^,0(X),000 were produced by sisae h?5 mines.

iMito most mtMing distzplets, Criirale Creek contiiaued to prosper 
over the years. Ohe treasure asatiasued to ]^ur forth for almost 
tao decades. FoUowing World War X, a long period of stagoaticfn 
<^ued, but in the 1^30 *s productlm rose again, to i^msre than 
$5,(XX>,000

Moat of the original structures of Cripple Credc were destroyed ia 
a fire in 1906. As a result, oaLy a few bulldiags of the early 
boom pesriod remain. The railroad has abandoned the to«a easd the 
old d/^pot xm:^ serves as a munieipal museun. At the hi^perial Hotel, 
plays of the l890's are produced aamially ia the summer.

Located ia Teller CoubI^, Colorado, west of Colorado Springs, 
Cripple Credk is ia ^vate end municipal OHDership.

««»«««»«■«««

HSHSB6/19/6I
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REGISTRY OF MTIOML HISTORIC lAMIMAEKS 

BIENNIAL VISIT REPORT

Cripple Creek, Colorado

Bate; July 15, 1964 

Visited by; Ray H. Mattison

1. Location; Teller County, Colorado

2, Theme;

3, Owner; 
a. 1961;

XV—Westward Expansion and Extension of the National 
Boimdaries, 183O-I898 
Subtheme: "The Mining Frontier"

City of Cripple Creek

b. Present: /T7 Same

£7 New

h. Use
a. 1961; An inactive mining town thich earns its livelihood 

largely by the tourist industry.

b. Present; /W Same

/~7 Changed as follows;
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REGISTRY OF HA.TIOML HISTORIC LAJNIMABKS 

BIENNIAL VISIT REPORT

Cripple Creek. Colorado

5. Physical condition

a. 1961: Poor

h. Present: [J Excellent; [J Good; [J Fair; Poor

Comments: The interest in the town on the part of toiarists seems
to he increasing. Few changes have taken place in the town. The Landmark 
plaque, together with another hronze plaque sxammarizing the history of the 
town, is installed on a single rock in front of the town museum. To prevent 
vandalism to the two plaques, an iron fence has been placed around the stone.

6. fecial Problems: There appears to be no strong group in Cripple 
Creek which is interested in the preservation of the town. I was informed 
that perhaps half of the Inhabitants of the town depend on federal and state 
assistance for their livelihood. The town, however, does have a museum and 
there is a summer theater which features plays of the l880's and l890*s. Other 
than the plays and another museum, there are few other outstanding tourist 
attractions in the town.

7. Suggestions offered to the owner: I discussed the matter of the
preservation of the town very briefly with Mayor Joe Vetter. Since the 
ta\m does not have a growing population and mining is relatively inactive, 
there are no serious problems at present regarding the preservation of 
the toi'irn. However, in comparison to Silverton and Central City, Cripple 
Creek presents a very run-down appearance.
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REPORT OF VISIT TO 
CRIPPLE CREEK NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK

Colorado

• ■'-
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'■s'- ?,K;'imAufust 8. 1969
V'Or

I visited the xnayor» Arthur Treinayne, at his machine shop on 
Bennett Avenue. He did not accompany me around town, bat did 
give me general and luseful information.

I consider the tesiv^n is functioning quite properly as a Landmark area. 
There were lots of tourists there, fanning out from tibe museum at 
the east end of Bennett Avenue. The banners mentioned in the 1967 
Report were still flying, and there is no m.ovement afoot to take 
them down. The town has practically no industry, so tixe tourist- 
supported enterprises keep the town going.

'^7

^■

There is nmv a sewage disposal plant erected thro\x0x a $170,000 
Farmer's Home Administration grant. New water end sewage lines 
are being installed, replacing some that are 75 years old. All 
work is expected to be completed by September 1, and the city 
will later undertake to extend water and sewer lines to outlying 
sections on its own.

.•■ft

The narrow-guage steam railway was doing a thriving business, 
running about twoindles from the Museum. Eventually, it will 
run to Victor, some six miles away.

f ' ■

*

The ordinance being considered in 1967 to insure continuation of 
the Motoric appearance of Cripple Creek is now law. It was 
passed on March 3, 1969 and:

■>■

establishes a restoration zone for the six-block area 
along Bennett Avenue between Main and A Streets

b. provides for preservation and restoration of the Victorian 
atmosphere of the above area

c. establishes a commission to regulate the construction, 
renovation, repair or remodeling of the exteriors of 
all buildings in the restoration zone; and

d. provides penalties for violation of the ordinance.

^ . M’
-'.V
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I asked if there was any thought of remoiring cars from Bennett 
Avenue* the street with a great many 1896-97 buildings. Mayor 
Tremayne said there was not* and the idea fell flat. Perhaps 
diis may be possible at some future date.

':■ V' -12

:

1 believe Cripple Creek continues to merit its designation as a 
Naticmal Historic Landmark.

Original Signed by 

William L Featherstone
^ V«/‘"
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LANDMARK VISIT REPORT

I. GENERAL BACKGROUND

I. Name of Site: Cripple Creek, Colorado

2. Type of Landmark: Historic X Natural

Education

3. Name of Vi si tor: Rodd L. Wheaton

V. Title: Historical Architect

5. Organization: National Park Service. 1

6. Name and title of
'* ' ' ' ............ I ».

person contacted: Mayor

Environmenta1

Curator, Cripple Creek District Museum.

7. Name and title of person responsible for the management of the 

site: Mayor Robinson and City Council

8. Owner - telephone and address: City Hall

9. state why site was declared a landmark: Cne of the world* ^largest goldfields, yielding almost 25 million dollars In Joor Most 
of the original structures destroyed by fire.in 1906.

II. OWNERSHIP

1. What is the attitude toward continued participation In the

Ves X No"" ' = Mkcn place since designation?
-----  ----- ' ^ >es, if possible, list new owners and addresses.

Private property transfer.

"roni^hrlp'TA;'"''''’ '"'3'’' nullify
status? Yes No x'' " ?f “ ''"‘’T "°'''9iUo" to "regisLrcd"
Status/ Yes ----- No If yes, please explain:



k. Docs the presf'nt owner wish to change from "eligible" status
to "registered" status? Yes ___  No ___ .

III. CONDITION AND MAINTENANCE OF SITE

l. Condition includes any structures(s), grounds, furnishings, 
etc. that are a part of the landmark. Please check applicable box(s). 
(Cross out "no" as needed)

a- i__/ Condition of the site is excellent, signs of
regular maintenance.

b. /X / Condition of the site is good, regular maintenance 
performed.

c. /__/ Condition of the site shows decline, no regular
maintenance performed.

d« /__/ Condition of the site shows serious deterioration,
no regular maintenance performed.

/c./ /__! Condition of the site threatens integrity of the
1andmark.

f> / / _______________________  shows
signs of deterioration but the rest of the site is 
in good condition, no regular maintenance performed.

g. /__/ Other

2. If c, d, e, f, or g has been checked, please explain.

3. Measures that are being taken or planned to improve condition 
of site:

Cripple Creek has a designated city "historical zone" set up in 1963 along Main 
Street and two side streets. This encompasses primarily commercial buildings.
As a building inspector, a retired army engineer is responsible for compliance 
with zoning which primarily requires use of red brick in new construction. 
However, because of court costs, etc., the city is generally reluctant to enforce 
zoning.



IV. SITE INTEGRITY

1. Has there been any destruction or alteration of all or part of
the landmark? Yes X__Ko ____ . If yes, please explain:
—Fire in March 1977 destroyed two buildings on Main Street, approximately 75 feet 

of frontage. A new one-story grocery store has been built on one of the lots.
—Six buildings have been demolished in the past year.

2. Have there been circumstances or events on the lands adjacent 
to the landmark that have resulted in serious impairment, diminishment, 
or destruction of landmark resources, character, and/or significance?
Yes X No ___ . If yes, please explain.
—County Subdivision.
—Vandalism of mining structures and "Midway Saloon".
—Mobile home park to southwest of city on terracess-up hill.
—Mining company "clean up" of mines.

3. Has there been an introduction of visual, audible, or atmospheric 
elements that are out of character with the property and its setting?
Yes X  No ___ . If yes, please explain.

—Traffic conjestion and tourists.
—Tourist "trap" development including "Old Town" fake graveyard on Main Street.

Have any other threats to the integrity of the site taken place?
Yes X No ___ . If yes, please explain.

City apathy toward preservation. Many of the buildings are in a deteriorated 
condition, but are considered to be "restored." There is little investment in 
resource to make a tourist dollar.

/5-/ Are there any threats likely to occur in the future? Yes X 
___. If yes, please explain:

—Construction, possibly, of Canon City-Cripple Creek Highway.
—Continued demolition by neglect.
—Mining Corporations own 70-80% of adjacent land and control historic scene.

/e-/ Is there urgency regarding any of the threats? Yes X No 
If yes, please explain:
—Too expensive to maintain buildings.
—Lack of preservation expertise; spending money where not necessary.

7. Do any financial problems exist in maintaining the landmark? 
Yes X No ___ . If yes, please describe.

Typical small town preservation.



8 Are there any special problems, or special problems that we 
can assist in solving? Yes ___  No If yes, please explain.

National Trust for historic preservation has been to Cripple Creek and 
has suggested a city survey.

V. ACCEPTABILITY OF USE

1. How is the landmark used:

Residential property / /

Commercial property / /

Public property / /

2. Is present use of the s i te acc
landmark's integrity? Yes X No •

Mixed use /x /

Private property / /

IjJtOUIC L'-' Ul« i I I w.
If no, please describe unacceptable

uses.

3. Is the landmark interpreted to the public via brochures,
signing or other means? Yes _x_ No ___ . If yes. describe the nature
and accuracy of the interpretation.

Two mile high club brochures.

k. If a registered landmark, is the bronze plaque displayed? Yes 
No ___ . If no, explain.

In District Museum yard.

5. Where is the landmark certificate located?

Possibly at City Hall.



RECOMMEMDATIOMS

/I./ On the basis of this report is landmark designation recommended to
continue for this site? Yes _X_ No ___ . If no, explain citing specific
examples from this report and any other sources.

/2■/ What follow-up action do you suggest for the MWRO and/or others?

There Is a need for district expansion to include Victor. A survey is needed 
to determine needs of buildings—to include restoration potential and main­
tenance. (Similar to Hot Springs, South Dakota, report.)

/3./ Is a special team needed to assess threats, problems, or special 
items? If so, what type of expertise is needed, approximately how long, 
and when will they be needed?

I do not view this as a National Park Service responsibility.

k. Is there any new information, corrections, or comments on the signi­
ficance of the area as described in the original report or brief? Yes _x_

----- District expansion needed.
5. Did you offer any suggestions to the owner/administrator? Yes
No ___ . If so, please note.
—Preservation procedures and considerations.
—SBA loans for preservation.
—Local plaque and designation of significantly restored buildings.

6. Did you give the owner/administrator the tax and grants-in-aid 
handouts? Yes x No .

7. Did you contact local/state agencies to ascertain threats? Yes _X_
No ___ .

8. Did you attach to this report dated, captioned photographs of threats, 
site condition, site use, display of plaf|ue, and other conditions? Yes
No X .



- A

9. General Comments:

Cripple Creek markets its history and is a major tourist attraction in the State.

Though I viewed the resources as deteriorating, I was assured by Dayton Luumis 
that it has been improved in the last 5 .years, despite the vacant lots and 
abandoned buildings. We discussed the use of Small Business Administration loans 
for preservation. This has been utilized in Colorado City area of Colorado 
Springs. I suggested that they—Cripple Creek—need to get the expertise of a 
wheeler-dealer to organize efforts.

It is felt that the Grants-In-Aid program is too cumbersome to be of help; locals 
feel it too hard to meet requirements and, as a consequence, this grant source is 
Ignored. ♦

The water system is considered adequate to protect Cripple Creek in case of fire. 
However, the number of abandoned buildings and second and third floors are a 
hazard.

Victor should be Included as part of the Cripple Creek Historic District. It is 
an integral part as are evidence of mining activity and the railroad between.
As elsewhere, the mining represented by tailings, head frames and mills have been 
neglected in the nomination.

Businesses come and go in the community and it is difficult to retail candles and 
preserve a historic structure. Basically, the economy is unstable though the 
Imperial Hotel Melodrama continues to attract patrons.

Note:
Dayton Lummls does not consider himself to be Mr. Cripple Creek Preservation 
although the Mayor recommended that I talk with him.

Signature of Visitor

Date:
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LANDMARK VISIT REPORT

I. GENERAL BACKGROUND

1. Name of Site: ^Kf'A/>/^ _____________

2. Type of L^dmark: Historic Natural ____ Environmental

Education ____-

3. Name of Visitor: • • ___________________

A. Title: '• •'" ••• ■••■'■■'■.:.......................................

5* Organization: ........ ..................... ...............................................

6. Name and title of person contacted: C.

/Ut^s&eu^ .
7. Name and title of person responsible for the management of the

/ ® ;----------——-------------------------- —
8. Owner - telephone and address: ____

9. Br^ef^y state why site was declared a landmark:

II. OWNERSHIP

attitude toward continued participation in the 
andmark program? Wish to continue Does not wish to continue

IS not participating ____ . --------

V* any changes in land ownership taken place since designation?
^^ ——* *' yas, if possible, list new owners and addresses.

changes have taken place might these changes nullify
etT a change from "eligible" to "registered"
status? Yes ___  No V. If yes, please explain:



k. Does the present owner wish to change from "eligible" status
to "registered" status? Yes ___ No..

III. CONDITION AND MAINTENANCE OF SITE

l. Condition includes any structures(s) , grounds, furnishings, 
etc. that are a pact'of the landmark. Please check applicable box(s). 
(Cross out "no" as needed)

' _ a, /__t Condition of the site Is excellent, signs of
regular maintenance.

: b. /V/ Condition of the site is good, regular maintenance
performed.

c. / / Condition of the site shows decline, no regular

maintenance performed.

d. / / Condition of the site shows serious deterioration,
no regular maintenance performed.

/e./ / / Condition of the site threatens integrity of the
landmark.

f. / 7 ■________________________________________ shows
signs of deterioration but the rest of the site is 
in good condition, no regular maintenance performed.

g. /__i Other

2. If c, d, e, f, or g has been checked, please explain.

• 3. Measures that are being taken or planned to improve condition
of ^ .

7
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IV. SITE INTEGRITY

1. Has there been any destruction or alteration of all or part of 
the landmark? Yes ^ No ___ If yes, please explain:

^ 7 yC/t /r-Ar.
^ 2. Have thhere been circumstances or events on the lands adjacent

to the landmark that have resulted in serious impairment, diminishment, 
or destruction of landmark resources, character, and/or significance? 
Yes y- No ___ If yes, please explain.

- TtUiU^ ri<j

oduction of visual.3. ■'Has there been an introcfuction of visual, audible, or atmospheric 
elements that are out of character with the property and its setting?
Yes X. No ___ . If yes, please explain.

/^./ Have any other threats to the integrity of the site taken place? 
Yes X No ___ If yes, please explain.

^<»S 4*w ^ icr*y ^ ^'jfa 1 ^ X 4^

y/CuC<. is /»y/e /V» ir*^9i*»rc^ -y^

/5./ Are there any threats likely to occur in the future? Yes ^ 
No ___ . If yes, please explain:

- /U^Ze-c>f~

/^./ Is there urgency regarding any of the threats? Yes JC No ___
If yes, please explain:
V. -A>

~~ yy. irwv yC-‘pi>cA*^'^*i i >*» ■t** »■ fcf »-<?*•^ irwv ^€yiy.^*A^'f* 'S e. ^ A -T^ %. tj

7. Do any financial problems exist in maintaining the landmark? 
Yes y No ___ . If yes, please describe.



8. Are there any special problems, or special problems that we ^ 
can assist in solving? Yes No )(. If yes, please explain.

4*-Uv ^7 y

V. ACCEPTABILITY OF USE

1. How is the landmark used:

■ - Residential property / /

Commercial property 

Public property / /

Mixed use 4V/

A__/ Private property / A

2. Is present use of the site acceptable to maintenance of the
landmark's integrity? Yes X No ___ If no, please describe unacceptable

uses.

3* Is the landmark interpreted to the public via brochures,
signing or other means? Yes X No ___ If yes, describe the nature
and accuracy of the interpretation.

h. If a registered landmark, is the bronze plaque displayed? Yes ^ 
_If no, explain.

'i>yjy^'cy />c**-*.*t^

$. Where is the landmark certificate located?



RFCOMMEHDATIOMS

/]./ On the basis of this report is landmark designation recommended to
continue for this site? Yes X NQ ___ If no, explain citing specific
examples from this report and any other sources.

/2./ -What follow-up action do you suggest for the MWRO and/or others?
,/Ajt^ ^ >e-ee-^

/3»/ Is a special team needed to assess threats, problems, or special 
Items? If so, what type of expertise is needed, approximately how long, 
and V/hen will they be needed?

7^

4. Is there any new information, corrections, or comments on the signi­
ficance of the area as described in the original report or brief? Yes Jt

5- Did you offer any suggestions to the owner/administrator? Yes 
No ___ If so, please note.

.

6. Did you give the ownef/administrator the tax and grants-in-aidyou give 
handouts? Yes. > No

7» Did you contact local/state agencies to ascertain greats? Yes 
No ___
8. Did you attach to this report dated, captioned photographs of threats,
site condition, site use, display of plaque, and other conditions? Yes __
No;^.
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THINGS TO DO AND SEE IN CRIPPLE CREEK COLORADO
gold MINL TOUHS: THE MOLLIE KATHLEEN near U,e top ot Teaderto-I HHl. THE EL 

PASO, between C ripple Creek^Vict^^^^ RAILROAD - Ticket station north olthe
‘^’’■Zsenr n'is narJo"™.SUU inre'^procetol bein, res.ored and .ravels several

not yet beeQ fully completed. eVEaNTS- The anmial DONKEY DERBY DAYS
celebration is held the last weekend in June. 
teller COUNTY FAIR at the fairgrounds, 
west edge of town, the first weekend in August. 

MELODRAMA: The IMPERIAL HCTEL features 
two shows daily except Monday m Tjie Gold 
Bar Room Theatre of the hotel, at 2:15 and 
8-30 p.m. Tuesilav tiiruugh Saturday, l;00 aiid 
4'30 p.m. Simdavs, June 13 through Sept. 7.

HOTEL, THE IMPLR.AL
M""S:'a;fpptE«E«kHTrEL, iMPER- 

lAL MOTEL, WESTWARD HO MOTEL. 
TRAILER P.M.KS A.ND CAMI’GROUNDS: POV- 

ERTY GUICH, also CRIPPLE CREEK TRA­
VEL PARK AND IHSPITALITY HOUSE. 

CHURCHES The United (Protestant Inter.lenom- 
inational), St. Peter's Roman Catholic and St. 
Andrew's Episcopal all tiold rettnlar services. 
Inquire locally for service hours. St. Peter’s 
has an ornate altar trimmed in Cripple Creek 
Eold H the cliurch is not open call Mrs. 
Vincent Ryan, 689-2578, lor appointircnt to

SERVICES' Cales and rcstautants, easoline staHons','department store, grocery store, liquor 

EU.I“loSi" rSTo in and .our thts lodge. 1. is located

Scr . p.i,shed

CRIPPLE CREEK DISTRICT MUSEUM AND ART GALLERY
The Cripple Creek District Museum, '1 ne L.nppie creeK i;i5>u »ck 

located at the east end ot Bennett Ave- 
nuo, Is houseil In ttie lormer Midland 
Termlial Railroad Deixit. The Imlldliig 
»as alandoned as a station when the 
tast railroad, the Midland Terminal, 
connectlni; the District with Colorado 
Sprliu'S, aa.s Liken out In 1949. It stood 
vacant iiiilil 1952 wlien It was ptirclas- 
edby Mr. Hlevlns Davlsand Miss Mar - - 
garet ciddlncs. The Inllowine year, they J'.
dorated the property to I* used as a ^ 
museum. The Hon. Dan Tliori.ton, Uieii ,

I Giivernor ot Colorado, presided at the 
I opouliiB In June of 1953. Mostottheex- . , 

hitilts were prepared and arranged !•)■
' the late M.'S.WHhemlra Meade Denman.

r-
1:

i I

1

78
era

Alwavs cool With a high temperature during the summer montr^ oj approxuu^ic.x decrees A staler or ligM wrap is always advisable tor eveoing. Winter climate gen- 
illy mild and sunny with roads open tor travel.

i Si.Tr

MomUy.s. Durim; ll,cwiiiti'riiioiitli.s,tlie wwi-vW'' 
main mn.seum Is cjim Satiinliys an : ■
SumUys Irom 10:00 a.in. to 5:1)0 ti.in.,. 
and lor groups ol 50 or more lersons 
during tlie weekby.siiedalap|Oliilmeiit. ■
Access to the tiles ot the archives anil "j' 
library Is by a|iiiolntmeiit only.

hi 1963, the Crlpl’le Creek Dlslrlcl 
was deslgiated an Mslorical site by the 
U. S. Department ol the Interior. A 7" . 
Ir.-onze plaque, mounted on Colorado 
red granite, mat kin? Ihls desicniillon,
■can lie seen In the yard In trout of the 
mn.seum,

\dmlssion to the mu.seiim and art . .
gallery u tree. Derations are grateluHy j >
accepted for the conltnued support and L 

, maintenance o( this historic attraction, fc-

' Fascinating mementos ol the heyday oltlie C ripple 
Creek District are exhibited on the three floors. 

^ Second floor rooms contain mining machinery, maps 
a ot the fold-lxiwl, ore samples, and ol si*cUl imer-

I est multi-level gUss modclsolseverallargeiiilnes.
The third floor Is arranged as a typical VIctonan 
home ot the late 1800’.s. Personal articles otlainons
Crlpiile Creek |iersonallties are displayed here.

J \Ve.st nt the main Museum stands the Cripple Creek
y Trading and Transfer comianyl«iHdlng,oncoaUist- 

Jt ling Irolrhl depot and distrll'iition i«lnt for coal and
wisid. It now .serves a.s an Art cnllery,showing or g- 
Inal works of regional artists In the summer nioiilhs. 

Another laclllty recently activated by the Boardot 
" rruslces Is a Iwo-story lirlck to-wn house on Carr 

i Avenue. This has been restored and serves as 11- 
I lirary and archives. Pictures, documents, letters, 
1 rapers and looks concerning Hie last oltliearea are 
I avallahle for study to qualllied rcscarcliers. 
i Museum hours Irom mid-June through Septem^r 
I are from 9:30 to 5:30 dally. The Art Gallery main- 

'• Ulus tlje same sclieflule, except Uat It Is closed on
____________ I. -IT I---------- r- »*■»».xf I

ver"-"’
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WEICDME TO
CRIPPLE
CREERy

COLORADO
The World’s Greatest Gold Camp

TWO-MILE HIGH CLUB
with h«*dquArt«n in 

Cripple Creek, Colorede
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How To C"ET Thejie
The Mollie Kathleen Mine is Icxafed at Cripple , ,

Creek, 45 miles wert of Colorado Springs on ^1 ,l\
the southwest slope of Pikes Peak. It may be ' ' ' " '

reached from Colorado Springs on Highways 

24 and 67, ar on Highway 67 from Florence.

4444

Prices subject to 1971 season 

•i* 4* 4* •i*
AND WHILE IN

aimi eheie
PLAN TO INCLUDE:

THE IMPERIAL HOTEL MELODRAMA 
MT. PISGAH SCENIC DRIVE 

OLD TOWN ROCK SHOP 
OLD HOMESTEAD MUSEUM 

THE CRIPPLE CREEK DISTRICT MUSEUM 
VICTOR COUNTRY STORE MUSEUM 

ANTIQUE & GIFT SHOPS 

+ = +
AND

OTHER ATTRACTIONS

FASCINATE^;©
GO DOWN 1000 FEET in a Real Gold 
Mine. Visit two levels —the 7th level 
and the 10th level. A beautiful display 
of Florescent Minerals on the 7th level.

P©S»tJLAEl
More than 200,000 people have enjoyed the 
trip through the mine since it was reopened a 
few years ago with never an accident. Trained 
guides will accompany you, answer your ques- 
Nons and relate the legend and lore of CRIPPLE 
CREEK-The World's Greatest Gold Camp.

SAFE and CLE^IX

J

This is not an old, broken down, abandoned 
mine, but a MINE, adequately lighted and 
ventilated clean — no need to worry obout 
getting your clothes dirty - and periodically 
inspected by Colorado state mine inspectors.



Many thousands of years ago, the Cripple Creek 
District was the site of an active volcano. As 
the volcano erupted, molten rock streamed to 
the surface through cracks and crevices, bear­
ing with it gold, which geologists believe is 
more abundant in the molten depths of the 
earth. As the volcanic activity subsided, the 
molten gold-bearing rock cooled and solidified 
in the cracks and crevices at varying depths 
below the earth's surface. Mother Nature in 
time concealed her treasure under a verdant 
claak of grass and trees.

ft Gold was first discovered in
^ the region by Bob Womack, a
x*" cowboy, near the stream

ii>y which gives the camp its 
name; the stream incidentally 
was named because of the 
large number of cattle suffer­
ing broken legs while water­

ing and grazing along its banks. This was in 
the fall of 1890 and by the spring of 1891, 
the cry "gold" had spread the length and 
breadth of the United States and the rush 
was on. Into the District they poured, lured 
from their homes and their work by the magic 
spell of the yellow metol.

M ^
+ HOURS: 8:30 A. M. to 6:00 P. M. m 
H Dally and Sunday m

s

u-

SHAFT TRIP 51
H .Admission: — Adults, $1.73 (including Federal tax)
TI C'l.na..— o-_ __. . . . mChildren, (6 to 12): 85c (including Federal tax) H

—NO RATES FOR LARGE GROlPS—

FOR INFORMATION 
PHONE CRIPPLE CREEK ees-22e0

The Dawn Of
A ITev/ And Greater Future

Admitting that the argo­
nauts and their immediate 
followers got the ‘‘cream” 
of the pickings end the 
diggings, modem mining 
and niL'ling practices and 
modem geology promise 
great achievements yet for 
the Cripple Creel: district.

Just how great, the future 
alone can tell.

Oikr/ ^ ^

rpl? lAf
.4

There are not wanting enthusiasts who will tell you that 
the old camp will produce as niucli as it has already 
turned out from its mines. Well, some of the wise ones 
sniffed and scoffed and threw cold water on the prospects 
for gold in the earlier days of tlie camp, but look at the 
marvelous record since!
Figure out the following and estimate and dream and 
visualize the possibilities—
The past production of tiie camp lias come from an 
average depth of all workings not to exceed l.OSO feet—
And they have opened good ore below 3,000 feet—
So how much will the mines produce from the horizon 
between 1,000 and 3,000 feet—and below 3.000 fectf 
Tliree thousand feet is not deep for niines, and many 
mining camps did not “arrive” until their worliings 
were put down to this depth.
Further—a production zone map of the camp will show 
but a fraction of the entire proved productive area to 
have been developed; in fact tliere are vast areas of 
practically virgin territory, no work having been under­
taken in it since tlie earlier days wlieii the tenderfoot 
ore diggers did not know "ore from douglinuts."

^X-l>X-«>X4X4-Z+X+X+X4-X+X4>X+X-fX+X-l-X4-X+XfX-»2

Cripple Creek, while ^ 
not a ghost tov/n,:^ 
has dwindled fromjj., 
a population of 30,- 
000 at the height of 
the gold rush, to a 
mere shadow of its roaring post. The gun-totin' 
men, the high-grader and the mule-drawn ore 
wagons hove faded into history, but there is 
plenty of fascination walking through a page of 
history which has made Cripple Creek to be re­
membered forever in the building of the West.

Same aj tine ColorM Hlstoiv 4 Cripple Creek
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Hir visit to Cripple 
eek, the world's great- 
; Cold Camp, will 
t be complete until 
u have seen the 
asiires of the floine- 
ad. The glamorous and 
ady past of Cripple 
eek is not fully uncier- 
3od until you see, 
d appreciate ail 
t contributing factor-.

. even the so-called 
awdy houses" that 
■ang up along Myers 
enue as the miners 
re drawn to Cripple 
■eek by the lure of 
d. It might well he 
d that the Homeste.id 
s one of the gre.itest 
d mines of them all.

’■e

The five bedrooms up- 
j stairs are on view and 
. they have been fttr- 

nUheJ with siicii period 
■ ol-.jects as rje-hwi^rf; 

quilts, marbl. -top dress­
ers, bras- l-ed-,, importeu 
satin siresser se.irves 
and many trinkets and 
treasures of the past.

J ./■

ADMISSION;
-ADULTS.................................$1.00
CHILDREN - 10 to 12 yrs. old . 50C 

(Under 10)... . Free

AND A- H li. f N

ceil?l£
S'-AN TO !SCci..U'C

lmp«r*dl Melodrana 
Moili* Kathleen Mint

Arfi -

Mh Plsgah Sconic Drive 
Cripple District Muieur.i

a/'.d Gift Shop:

THI
! n n n f i r’\ n r'^ r ■’ r:■■ p-i ri" ■yiiJ mmmiMb

353 EAST MYERS AVS.
CRIME CREEK, COLORRDD

vlV

• J

a HoueIS WITH E r.r^r:
auiitai a b ua a

The sturdy old building svas erected in 1896 following the great 
fire and under the direction of such experts as Haze! Vernon, 
Pearl DeVere, Nell .McClusky, Laura Evans and Lola Livingsten. 
it achieved fame as has been accorded only to such noted Euro­
pean brothels as the Trois Moulins in Paris. At the heicht of ns 
fabulous career it enjoyed the finest trade, gave the grandest soirees 
and, in general, achieved the greatest sophistication of any brothel 
in the Ciold Camp. Tlie Homestead's girls, in their Parisian gowns 
and leghorn hats, were the scorched toast of the town and the oniy 
things they had in common with their sisters of the cribs was 
Ihcir profession.

The old Hornestead, lost of the infomot’s pleasure 
poloces of Cripple Crec-k, stands alone In quiet c gnity to­
day on deserttfd Myers Avenue in mute testimoTv to its 
raucous, glomourous post. Th» bn.jhr. I'qhts, the imklin^ 
pioncs, the coorse shouti of the pleasure-seeking miners ore 
gone but the Home-Mead remains.

OPEN DAILY 10:00 A.M. to5:30 P./vl.
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CRIPra !REEI!, 
CaCERSO I

AND

*'^"1 r

From tnc oliicc visitors can see the three 
parlours where the eols dispiavcd and 
harttamed the.T «aros. Mannikin,, dressed 
in aui.'icntic costjmes of the uast have
rep accd their flesh and blond'sisters to 
lesid re j asm to the scene.

y

n r-

1 n4i LJ a j
.... I...! kj J L,

' i -]nn
t!;jkPjija

SERVING
CHUCKWAGON DINNERS 

AND
MALT BEVERAGES

The ".second" p.ulour hoese.s the gr.mJ 
piano and an old Hdison phonograph vs hid 
ha,s a large morniiie-glory spe.iker. Te.ik- 
wood tables, old p.aintings and banquet 
lamps add opulence to the rest of the 
V'ictorian furniture.

"1 STEsa "siiiTs e?
IfiiSaJ

To the back is the h.-ge ente.'tainmcnt room. 
. handsomely decorated with the original wall 
paper which was imported from Europe by 
Pearl DeVere. The paper, not distinguished 
in itself, was put on the walls by an artisan 
«’ho. by cutting designs from the paper, 
formed framed panels over the old wains- 
co..ting. The room exudes a warmth that 
IS reminiscent of Viclori,in England.

l.irge collection of antique bottles and 
i glass is displayed on an ornate ctagere. The 

■ ongma! pieces of furnitu.re have been pol- 
; ished and reupholstcrcd.

1
I

i 3t'd’’'V.vv;

/ ' ,

1
: ■



CRIPPLE CREEK (TOWN)
United States

Department of the Interior

National Park Service, Washington, D.C.

COLORADO

THE NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS
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In the declining years of the Colorado silver boom, 
one of the world’s largest gold fields was discovered 
in 1891, along Cripple Creek, near Pike’s Peak. 
Among the rich gold strikes of the mining era. 
Cripple Creek ranks near the top for total amount of 
gold recovered and for the number of people involved 
in the boom. It is estimated that nearly $400,000,000 
in gold have been mined in the Cripple Creek dis­
trict, and that at its peak the population of the area 
reached 50,000. It was served by five railroads. A 
picture of the frenzied activity at this unbelievably 
rich camp is hard to convey, although the statistics 
are impressive, for at its height Cripple Creek con­
tained 41 assay offices, 46 brokage houses, 14 news­
papers, and 70 saloons.

It was discovered that the deeper the mines 'were 
developed the richer the veins became, and both 
population and gold production steadily increased. 
The Cripple Creek district eventually comprised 
a number of satellite gold camps, as well as the

town of Cripple Creek. In 1899 nearly $20,000,000 
were produced by some 475 mines.

Unlike most mining districts. Cripple Creek contin­
ued to prosper over the years. The treasure contin­
ued to pour forth for almost two decades. Following 
World War I, a long period of stagnation ensued, but 
in the 1930’s production rose again, to more than 
$5,000,000 yearly.

Most of the original structures of Cripple Creek 
were destroyed in a fire in 1906. As a result, only 
a few buildings of the early boom period remain. 
The railroad has abandoned the town and the old 
depot now serves as a municipal museum. At the 
Imperial Hotel, plays of the 1890’s are produced 
annually in the summer.

Located in Teller County, Colorado, west of 
Colorado Springs, Cripple Creek is in private and 
municipal ownership.

NS HSB6/19/61
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The trail that leade to Cripple Creoh la a trail ol 
Gold. It was Gold that brought the Ilrtt prospectors to 
the area It was Gold that created the Cripple Creek 
District. It Is Gold that lias kept the District aUyo. It 
Is Gold that U still being dug hi several o( the lamona 
mines. Each year nearly *8,000,000 of golden ore Is pro­
cessed at the Carlton Mill, the world's largest reduction 
mill.

Today the Cripple Crook District has lound another 
treasure, the treasme ol playing host to thousands ol 
people who visit the area each year. It has become one 
ol the West's most papular resort areas, and Is growing 
rapidly in interests

You may motor or ride horseback over trails 
ground into the rocky hills by the heavy ore wagons. 
The fabulous days of the Gay 90’s once again come to 
life in the faintly etched foundations of the ghost towns 
and in the stark framework ol the now crumbling mines.

Hotel and motel facilities are avaUable for short 
stays. Houses may be rented for longer visits. For 
those who want to enjoy the pure, crisp mountain air 
and the delights of modem living far from the busy, 
frantic life ol the city, homes are stiU available, watt­
ing only rejuvenation by some loving own^r.

Cripple Creek U fast becoming a Mecca for those 
who are looking for an ideal spot in which to spend 
ttie golden years. Many houses are being remodeled into 
permanent dweUlngs; others are being refurnished for 
summer living but designed for year-round occupancy 
when retirement is possible.

The climate In Cripple Creek Is a most comfortable 
one. The summers are warm in the day time, cool at 
night. The winter climate compares happily to that on 
the plains below for the Cripple Creek District Ues Just 
seven miles below the top and on the slope ol Pikes 
Peak which guards it from the severe storms of other 
mountain areas.

The combined Ci-Ipple Creek - Victor public school 
system is one of the state’s finest. The District Hospital 
in Cripple Creek is fumed for its doctor and service. 
Electric power is adequate lor any need. The pure moun­
tain water provided for the area is the finest quality svalUble.

A I j

There is an active religious and social life in the 
region, centering around St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 
St. Peter's Catholic Church and tlie Community Chuixh 
as well as the Elies and Masonic lodges. A public library 
is operated by the city.

No better location could bo found for a sinaU busk 
ness than this area. Craftsmen and artists find this an 
ideal place in witich to work and Uve. We invite your 
inquiry concerning the possibility of ioeatUig here.

In pinunhig your vacation to tills region do not 
overlook the fall months as an ideal time to arrive. The 
last t^vo weelcs of September are a season of glory for 
the region, for the Gold hidden at grass roots reflects 
In brilliant beauty In the dying aspen leaves. The skies 
are blue as only a Colorado sky can be and the sun 
shines steadily from early morning till It sets behind 
tlie hills in a blaze of color.

Yes, Cripple Creek is a must in Colorado. Include 
it in your planning.

How to reach the 
Cripple Creek District

Colorado Highway 67 north of Canon City leads to 
Victor through beautiful Phantom Canon, fonner road­
bed of the Florence and Cripple Creek railroad. It is 
rather narrow and a slow road, but worth the trip for 
those who like to travel in the mountains.

The Gold Camp road leads from Colorado Springs 
up the old Sliort IJne raiiioud bed to tiie Cripple Creek 
District. This, too, Is a breatli-taking ride, particularly 
in the fall, for those who wish to picnic, take pictures 
and enjoy the beauties of nature. Travel is not advised 
in tlie winter months. ,

The main road from Colorado Springs is up Ute 
over US Highway 24 to Divide and then south on 

Colorado Highway 67, a distance of 42 miles.

Must’s for your visit
Cripple Creek District Museum, in the old 

Midland Terminal Depot, at east end of Ben­
nett Avenue.

Imperial Hotel, famous Gay 90's hostelry. 
Mid-June through Mid-September, the Imperial 
Players present authentic Victorian drama 
twice daily except Monday.

Antique shops, where relics of the past 
may be found.

Scenic drive to Mt. Pisgah peak, once Ute 
Indians' signal mountain. Also cemetery at its 
foot.

Gold Comp guided Jeep Tour for story of 
the region.

Carlton Mill, world's largest custom gold 
mill, half-way between Cripple Creek and 
Victor.

Lunch or dine at any of the fine restau­
rants. Stay longer, make reservations at one 
of our fine hotels or motels.

Browse through the local stores. Every­
thing for your convenience.

Tour the gold mines.
Garage, wrecker, complete gas and oil 

service available 24 hours a day.
^ ^ 4.

Cripple Creek Business Directory
THE MOUNT PISGAH SCENIC TRIP COMPANY

A thrilhig punonuua view of the surrounding area.
THE COTTAGE INN CAFE

Mce Uie "Face on the Bar Room Floor".
PALACE PHARMA^

Cripple Creek’s Leading Drug

THE HOME CAFE
Famous for Hue Meals.

FIRST NATIONAL BANK
Serving the Gold Camp.

CRIPPLE CREEK MARKET
For tlie Finest in Groceries.

THE IMPERIAL HOTeT
Homs of the Imperial Players.

WELCOME TO

eilPPLE
eiEEi,

The World’s Greatest Gold Camp

CRIPPLE CREEK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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e»t G(Sd CaJf^*****® Cotorado. the WorWa Great-

Gold was discovered on the bank of Poverty Galch 
(near the presently Gold King ftUne) in October, 18#0,in^S

District comprises an area four 
miles wide and six inUes long. From this volcanic crater 
nearly one half bUUon doUara worth of gold ore has 

***® northern edge of toe Ihstrict. Mctor the sontlieni, with the east and west 
boundaries outlined by Gie low-lying hills.

f®'™* estabUshed within that area:
Criwle Creek. Victor, Goldfield, Elkton, Altman, Inde­
pendence. Anaconda. GiUett, Cameron, Beaver Park, 
A^ua and l-awreiice. Only two are now incorporated. 
Cripple Creek and V ictor. wirporaieo,

The District reached its peak of production and pop.
|g Mo“i o^er 26.000. with
12.000 in Victor and over 60,000 In the District Total 
value of ore produced that year was 677.107.914.

**‘® R«S‘on: the Florence and Cripple Creek and the Short Line, both narrow gauge 
roads, and the Midland Terminal, a standard gauge. The 

Terminal was toe last to cease oporatioD-^ 
1949. Two electric rail lines served the District, toe Low 
Une which paralleU State Highway 67 between Cripple 
Creek and Victor and the High Line, across the moun- 
tain tops at the eastern edge of the District

The second store In the now famous chain of May 
tompany store, pas established In tMpple Creek in Ui. 
building still standing on the southwest comer of Bern 
nett Avenue and Third Street.

Lowell Thomas was raised in the District and was 
a newspaper man here. Jack Dempsey fought his first 
flght in the Gold Coin Club In Victor. Bernard Baruch 
worked as a telegraph operator. Texas Gulnan played 
the organ In a church in Anaconda. These are but a 
few of the many famous people who got their start in 
Cripple Creek.
tans by t"o Uros In April.
1896. Most of the buildings now standing were erected 
that same year. Victor was destroyed by fire In igM and was Immediately rebuilt, y *ire m iw

Oipple Creek is tlie county seat of Teller County. 
Present population te 800. Victor has a population of 
around 600.

■ ''•iWJjfr'! 'ti.i ‘,5---r-.’ .
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