
Form No. 10-300 (Hev. 10-74) THEME: Westward Expansion--Mining Frontier of the Trans-Mississippi
WestUNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECE.VEQ

DATE ENTERED

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOWTO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES - COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

IIname
HISTORIC Silverton Historic District

AND/OR COMMON
Silverton Historic District

0 LOCATION
STREET & NUMBER on Route 550

—NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Silverton — VICINITY OF Hvfl
STATE

Colorado
CODE
08

COUNTY CODE
San .Tnan 111

CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY

^DISTRICT

—BUILDINGIS)
—STRUCTURE
—SITE
—OBJECT

OWNERSHIP
—PUBLIC
—PRIVATE
?Lboth

PUBLIC ACQUISITION
—IN PROCESS 
—BEING CONSIDERED

STATUS
J?OCCUPIED 
—UNOCCUPIED 
—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
J^YES: RESTRICTED 
-XyeS: unrestricted 
—NO

PRESENT USE
—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
X-COMMERCIAL —PARK

—EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS
—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
?LiNDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION

—MILITARY XXOTHER; tOWn

Qowner of property
NAME San Juan County Commissioner

STREET & NUMBER

County Courthouse, Green Street
CITY, TOWN

Silverton vicinity of
STATE

Colorado
Qlocation of legal description

REGISTRY o^F^DEEDSETc®®^^^^ Docds; San Juan County Courthouse

STREETS NUMBER
Green Street

CITY. TOWN
Silverton

STATE

Colorado
O representation in existing surveys

TITLE Colorado State Inventory

DATE
in progress federal —state county —local

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS 1880 Gaylord Street
CITY, TOWN

Denver
STATE

Colorado

1
.^1
4

^'1



(description
CONDITION CHECK ONE

—EXCELLENT
XGOOD

—FAIR

_DETERIORATED

Xruins
—UNEXPOSED

—UNALTERED

Xaltered

CHECK ONE
XORIGINALSITE

—MOVED DATE.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The town of Silverton is situated in the center of San Juan County, Colorado. 
It was this location which made the city the center of the rich mining 
district and brought to the town the prosperity as exemplified by its homes 
and institution buildings.

Prospecting had been conducted in this region of San Juan County, as early 
as the 1860's. However, it was not until 1871 that the first profitable 
vein was located in Arrastra Gulch, just east of the town, and caused the 
influx of other prospectors. This early find was silver ore. Progress was 
rapid and Silverton by 1874 was organized into a township. Prosperity 
continued and by the turn of the century, Silverton became a bustling 
community of 3,000 people. It was at this point that institutional buildings 
began to be built. These buildings remain and are the central focus of the 
town's architecture.

The Imperial Hotel (photo #1) sits at the northwest corner of Green and 12th 
Streets. One of the oldest of the major stinctures in the town, the Imperial 
Hotel was constructed about 1882. It is a three-story building with mansard 
roof. Dormers are situated around the third floor of the building. This 
impressive hotel, the largest of the three in Silverton, was billed "the 
finest hotel on the western slope except the La Veta, at Gunnison" by the 
builders, the Thompson Brothers. Presently on the first level of the 
building are a restaurant located in the hotel as well as various shops which 
occupies rented space. There is a glass facade (storefront in character) 
which runs the length of the southeast elevation.

The County Courthouse (photo #2) sits at Green and 15th Streets. The county 
courthouse is one of the more ornate buildings in Silverton. It is a two-story 
building topped by a clock tower and cupola which has a gold painted dome.
There are marble floors throughout the interior ofithe building. The . 
hallways converge at a fountain under the tower, which stands exposed from 
first floor to tower. The staircase rises, then circles, one to either side, 
to the second floor. There are county offices located throughout the 
building.

The San Juan County Jail (photo #3) sits to the north of the county court­
house on the same block. Apparently built as a one-story structure in 1909, 
two-stories were added making a three-story building. Fashioned of brick in 
common bond, the jail has entrances on the south and east side. Small porches 
are located at each entrance.

City Hall (photo #4) sits on the southwest corner of Green and 15th Streets.
A two-story brick building, with a bell tower, the City Hall is not presently 
occupied. Having fallen into disrepair in recent years, plans have been 
formulated for its purchase and restoration by the San Juan County Historical 
Society. The building is not open to the public. City Hall was built in 1908.

(Continued)
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Congregational Church (photo #5) sits on the southeast corner of Reese and 
11th Streets. Built around 1878 Congregational Church is one of the oldest 
of existing buildings in Silverton. Constructed of clapboard the church has 
small dimensions. On the northeast side, the building faces east, is a spire 
which is topped by a cross. The entrance which opens into a small foyer is 
located beside the spire. To the south side is the parsonage also a wooden 
building. The church has a gabled roofline which runs lengthwise. The 
church still holds services.

There are a number of other institutional buildings which date bAck to the 
early 20th century. Though far less impressive as the above mentioned struc­
tures these other buildings aid in the representation and interpretation of 
Silverton. These buildings include the Carnegie Library, constructed in the 
first decade of the 20th century with funds donated by Andrew Carnegie, the 
Avon Hotel, a less important back district hotel on the corner of Empire and 
10th Streets. Other churches include the Catholic Church, corner of Reese 
and 10th Streets and the newer Church of Christ. In a community like Silver- 
ton, some distance from other towns over difficult terrain, fraternal orders 
played an important role in the community. The American Legion Building, 
located on the corner of Green and 11th Streets, a wooden two-story structure 
fulfilled the need for fraternal camaraderie.

On the other hand, homes in Silverton were rather modest. These homes, in 
many cases, retain this pioneer/prospector flavor. There are some few 
examples of the wealth of the community. One splendid example exists in the 
Hamner House.

The Hamner House (photo #6) sits on Reese Street between 8th and 9th Streets. 
Constructed by a bank president during the late 19th century, this house
best exemplifies the money that was produced in the Silverton Historic
District. A two and one half story clapboard building, it is presently
under restoration by the owner of a local business. Built in Victorian style,
the building has lintels over the windows and there is a bay on the first 
story. Characteristic gingerbread has been removed but the house is being 
returned to its original appearance.

Prospector’s House (photo #7) sits on the southwest corner of Reese and 11th 
Streets opposite the Congregational Church. A small clapboard structure 
of two stories. Prospector's House is one of the more typical houses of mine 
workers. Built during the 1880's, the house has an entrance on the left 
(southwest) side, while there is a rear porch side entrance just off the 
kitchen with a rear chimney. The house is topped by a gabled roof which runs 
the length of the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Silverton, Colorado was the center of an extensive mining district which 
stretched across the northern half of San Juan County. Established in 1874, 
by 1879 the population of the town had multiplied to 3,000 people. The town 
was founded in a rich silver mining district, (from which the town received 
its name). This region was later found to be rich in other ores including 
gold, lead and copper. The prosperity of the town continued and numerous 
buildings, organizations, churches, and other towns were the result of the 
district's prosperity. Between 1882 and 1918, the district had produced 
more than 65 million dollars in precious ores.

Today Silverton is a sleepy community in a valley surrounded by mountains.
The major industry remains mining. The mining district has not seen massive 
intrusions though a number of the locations of former prosperous towns have 
been lost, primarily because of the decline in mining. The district retains 
much of the rustic character which is so significant to its landmark 
designation. Access to Silverton is made by U.S. Route 550 from both the 
north and south.

HISTORY

Silverton, Colorado and the historic mining district surrounding it is one 
of the great silver-producing areas of the Trans-Mississippi West. This 
region between 1882 and 1918 alone produced more than 65 million dollars in 
precious metals.

Silverton owes its greatest importance in the early years to silver. In the 
early 1870's, miners searched the region for gold but no one found anything 
but silver. However, after they became convinced that silver was worthwhile, 
they started extensive operations in the region which proved to be a virtual 
treasure house. Before the signing of the Brunot Treaty with the Utes in 
1873, a number of miners penetrated the region but many of them were run 
off, or killed by the Indians. In 1871 and 1872, while the treaty was being 
negotiated, miners worked their way over Stony Pass and began staking claims. 
By the end of 1873, nearly 4,000 claims had been recorded and most of the 
big mines had been discovered.

(Continued)
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By 1873, extensive mining had begun in the district and by the subsequent 
year tovms had risen all across the district. With the influx of men, the 
towns of Howardsville, Eureka, Animas Forks, Mineral Point and Silverton began 
to prosper.

According to an official plat of the township, Silverton was officially 
organized as a town in September 1874. The first newspaper was established 
in July 1875; the second appeared in 1889. A Hook and Ladder County was 
organized in 1878. By 1879, Silverton had a population of about 3,000 
people.

Likewise, in the other towns, signs of prosperity appeared. Schools were 
built, newspapers organized and shops were opened for business.

One of the most important aspects of life in the Colorado mining community 
was the church. In 1878, the Congregationalist Church organized and erected 
its first church. Shortly, thereafter, the Catholics built their church, 
then the Methodists, and finally the Episcopalians.

Much of the Silverton social life centered around the many fraternal organi­
zations which flourished during the 1880's and 1890's. Among these were the 
Masons, the Order of the Eastern Star, the Woodmen of the World, Women of 
Woodcraft, Rathbone Sisters, Fraternal Order of Eagles, and the Silverton 
Miners Union which had a membership of 1,300 people. In 1889, the Silverton 
Jockey Club was organized.

Railroad service was first initiated to Silverton in 1881 and service began 
in July, 1882. The first railroad was the Denver and Rio Grande Narrow 
Gauge Railroad which extended its tracks from Durango up the Animas Canyon 
along treacherous mountain ledges and along the to Silverton. It was the 
Durango-Silverton connection which made possible the construction of other 
lines. The first line built after the Denver-Rio Grande was the Silverton 
Railroad. This was to be followed by the Silverton Gladstone, completed in 
1889 and the Silverton Northern Railroad, incorporated in September 1895.

Silverton and its surrounding towns continued to prosper well into the 20th 
century. In 1910, Silverton had a population of 2,153. It was a railroad 
supply center for the other cities of the district. Annual production of 
ore exceeded 2 million dollars.

(Continued)
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Gradually the mines o£ the district were exhausted and the district began to 
decline. Silverton, likewise, declined and no major construction, other than 
minor motels, has occurred.
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CO.
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Nossaman, correspondence to Dawn Bunyak, 1 April 1996.
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be out in 1997. Years of research in newspapers, oral histories, county records, and family accounts has been made 
this a comprehensive history of the individuals who populated Silverton from its early years. Copies of this 
publication are found worldwide in private and public libraries. All information is available on microfilm at the 
Genealogy Library in Salt Lake City, Utah.
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December 1954.

43. Ibid.
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45. Jones, interview; and Barge, "History of Shenandoah," 3-6.
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53. Todeschi, interview.

54. Ibid.
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1995.
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58. William Jones, interview by Dawn Bunyak, Silverton, CO, 15 June 1995.

59. Beverly Rich, Chair of San Juan County Historical Society, correspondence to Dawn Bunyak on 6 November 
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60. "San Juan Federation of Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers Formed," The Silverton Standard. 1 Sept. 1939.

61. Ibid.
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1938: Metals, Mines, and Mills, submitted by Shenandoah-Dives Syndicate for the Mayflower Mine, (County: San 
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Chase, Rockv Mountain News. 1 Sept. 1955, 14.

70. William Jones, correspondence to Dawn Bunyak, 1 April 1996.

71. William Jones, correspondence to Dawn Bunyak, 1 April 1996 and Damall Zanoni, correspondence to Dawn 
Bunyak, 1 April 1996.

72. Beverly Rich, San Juan County Treasurer and Chairperson of the San Juan County Historical Society, 
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m UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Region Two Office 

307 Federal Office Building

IN REPLY REFER TO:

L58.

i'''

- - '<:!
Address Reply To:

Regional Director, Region TVo 
National Park Service

Omaha 2, Nebraska ^ MAR 2 9 1960

** m
49 7^,

Memorandum

To: The Director

FromiActing Regional Director, Region Two

Subject: National Survey of Historic Sites andJ^yildings:
Subtheme, "The Mining Frontier’’—The Silverton-Telluride 
District

We have Mr. Stagner's memorandum of March requesting additional 
information on the Silverton-Telluride District in Colorado.

Our evaluation of the Silverton-Telluride District is the subject 
of our memorandum of March 1 which was apparently not received 
by your Office prior to the submission of Mr. Stagner's memorandum 
of March k.

We are forwarding herewith in quadruplicate revised inventory forms, 
prepared by Mr. Mattison, of the Silverton-Telluride area. We trust 
that these will provide you with sufficient data to support our 
claim of March 4 that the area merits classification of exceptional 
value. Dfcifortunately, Mr. Mattison has only had the opjiortunlty to 
make a reconnaissance of the town Silverton and not of the Silverton- 
Telluride District as a irtiole.
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Mtiideo JCBt«$r«tatl«i
0ali4*ett Hm IftttQsial. #r HUtoiPls SttM mA lallilBin

^ st3kwgj^*tff^-^*nrfif* .*“.*****'^ ^ ti»« **m»tBg rwmu»»"
rnma tn« *Hliriai fsin^w” inn x«vi«iit« ligr mm Commlttm
for ^ SurWf i% mi riwriwwiiim ttet mm mvtr%eB-3«UU^4r MrBrlet b* i^mn fmmrnt miml^ m wm ii it amtii elaMlfiesl^UHt 
Of «xeo|>ti^NA vttlsw. £& mm mtaA^ prapwj. It nia not 9o rmmmmm$mA 

ytm mad mm Uatod u am of mm mtime sited «nosids9r«&.
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Otir ■wiorsafri af dmmmxy S$, l$6Q, «sUst this nwtt«r to fame 
s.ttsttUoa. Jeme rsfly of Nsre^ 1, t$6e, statsft tlMi^t if StXmrtm 
mad f«Uori«s «sro to be eoreiAared es « tmit, you uoiOd rmsarnmmk 
it f«r mm ere^^ptiomO. vei»e oet^B»^* Qm, mem i$, l$6&t Tom 
sttbsittedL revised isveot^ foms ualar tbs mm «T "SilvMtett* 
'SeUBride Arses,** vitb tbs stetswsiit tbet yott Myed tMs eoiaiA bo 
nfgfioifHfc dots to Miiort its eieia SKeeptioaia. voXiie*
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Wtmm tbs iav«tttoi7 foeos so eemme tbot tbe «r«e is of eensldcrsbie 
extest innmm oilos froo SUvortOB to fiaXuride}, tboutfi the ia- 
rmtory is very sMorei to dsseribiBg tbe «tm tavolved. AM i^lie 
tbe inj^roetioa glvM gmd gefmdm f&e cdMMifieotioo, vs io aot see 
bow sac3b m SKteosive stilt of eouatry eeo be yreseatod to the Advlso* 
rgr BosrA m so biirterie site, Mi^ if cOoosified waad be fOiglbljt 
for ionteirk stetas* Is tboo wiU ym prsoMt tbs MrtlflMte ead 
Mate lb esse it is olessifiedf HOiaid it not be better to desiowte 
ssM poiBt (dpot, toM, etc.) mim best rspwMnts the ereet We do 
oeed besie iefomeUoo es to the else of tbs eree iavoXiMd esd 
«9Seifie reeiMMMetieo so to the site sbioh best regressots tbe 
esemm* fMs eogr be fiwse mm s iwXssieot to tbe insseterr*
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wiix yea fXeese give the eettM your eerefta sttentiee sei let uelaw ,MT Tt«. kf Ni^ lot

■M

We bste pXscsd tbs study m tbe egmds for tbe sprliei eeetliKi mt tbe 
Advieoiy Wemed, md we wiU. ees^ this si^iXenettery eeterisX*
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IWbjMtt HvtioaAl Survey of Blstorle Site* ud Bttildlagei fbe 
Silvert<m»f8llurlde DUtrlct ia tlie 'Ifi&lag irtmtier”

‘4t..
¥e lucve Nr. XUlLer'e MciiBiiiniHiiw of Felmwry 9 reg^tiag inforai^ 
ti<m regerdlng tlie 811verton*Telliirlde Dlstirlot of Colorado and 
requesting inforaati<ni on abat portion of tbe district should he 
dttsigaated for lantearh status ia ease the area is classified of 
exoepti(»ial value.
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t ' ;.tf‘ 5
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Actually, this mining district enccsvassea an area of more than 
25 sfsare miles. It includes not only the touns of Silveo'tcm 
and ^llurlde, hut also the amaULffir mining settlements of (hiray, 
Dallas, Bidgeuay, Placervllle, San Miguel City, Ironton. Eureka, 
Gladstone, Eouardsville, Middleton, DEUidora, Ames, Ophir, Animas 
Ibziui, Did Ophir, and perhaps Bico and a zusaber of mines. Since 
the toun of Silverton, the largest of the groitp of towxs, has 
retained much of its historical integrity, ue believe it best 
represents the area. We suggest, therefore, that the certificate, 
ia ease the Bilverton*Tslluride District is classified as eligible 
for laadmazh status, be presetted to Silverton.
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Acting

(Sgd) George F. Baggiey
Regi(8ial Director
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ijiftjtett Batlonal Sarvy of Hltteri° Blta» tat artH1fig»i ' ’.' •, "•■'>>
B» SllTWton-Ielluriaa Dlitrlct In "Oia Mlnliig Tiontim* • ? »' •••- :<.'* » ;*

'•u.. fyOrt,f !fj. 'f feStffsi*«.f
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iiavo reottlved Aetlttg Regional Diraotor Baggley'a Bnorttidun of wm

.^ficlsaraairy regaz'dlng tfa« illvartcm^TellurldUi Dis-^ct
He have not<i^ that you have recooennSed Sllvertcm-Teliurlde 
Dlatrict for cslasalfloation, and tdiat you have suggested that 
the certlfioate and mrker he {resented to Sllvertpn. , !Vs%{yf«

t'.4

■t
■ -•'.44;-.'

:4-

.He r#allae,.'th«t eXassif^lng.the iHiniag toTini..posee,'si>eoial, - V' 
prohI«g» as they oan hardly he treated in the »mm eay as a liadted V ^ 
site, such as, a historic house. Do you knov if there is a historid : 
dislalet involved la the classlfioaticei of SUvertem, or would you \ “ V; ;
recounend that the entire town as reqpreeentative of'the 'dletrlct. f-4,
he so designatedi

a-if?

. -.1 t>';, ,, .

If the 011v«rton-;rellurlde area is classified as having exceptional | /
■ -* ----- - ............................................ - ' .,y;fvaltie, we ean present the certificate and Marker to the Mayor of

SllvertcHa. Do you think tbfA fellTWide or scase of the other towns i

in the ■■ajMWI woiAd feel that-' they should also receive. a certlflcatetfA4;]^.;:'^'>.F;i

‘ ■ *:■ •-a..';-' '

■

■- ^ '.v

He would appreciate it if you ootOd suhsdt a brief etateoent on 
Silverton-fellurida along the lines of the stateaients on eites 4v4a
yeccagnended for claeelflcatlon of axceptlonel velue as presented 4 4
la the verious studiee. He will reproduce the stateiaeat hare ■ S;.

attach it as a suppleaieat to -toe Mining Frontier itiidy. ’ 4 *\-if '

,y''i'

*#''f

4-4

ihi we BMSt presant the Sllverton-Iellturlde propoeal to tha 
Consulting Coenittae i^U 13-lk, aad to the Advisory Boaard in 

we would iqpprecla1» receiving the statcaaent hy April 10
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1lt(S$maX itfttotor« INlimi 9w»

0a3>j«oti Mtixml Bmrrey &t Biitorie Sltas moA BoildiiigBi Hw iUvittltoni* 
ToUwiiOm Ustriet in Itinlug lto«iti«r"

.V 5>l

Ve Hr. Klda«r'» aimmaSm of HKreh $1 rslatl^ to tho oertifieate 
and naxtiar to te presented In ease tbe SllTertan^fellnride SistMtft Is 
oadft a leglsiered HatlfMoal Ustorlo iMoAmark, and also relating addl« 
tlcami lafomatlon on tliat site.

Altlftonflid Sllt^i»rt(si-^lltiridA Mstrlet eovers a Urge area, and a 
asniber 9t nining toms, m iDelieve ttaat SHvarton Is tbe aost represen* 
tative and tbe 1»est prasarvad of all. W» stiggest, tbarefore, that the 
entire tom of Sllvertcm he designated for Beglst^d Hational Hlstorie 
landaark statm and that It he the only one to reeeiae a eertifieate 
and aarker. Onr vieas regarding aore than caie omer reeeiving a nazker 
for a single ai-te are eapreaBed in oar aeooraBftaa to yon of March 29. 
the aaae reasoning maid apply to single *»***<**fl districts*

A saanary of the hiatoriml signifieaaee of the Siltartm-fellarids 
Mstrlet, refjunated In the last tm psragn^phs of Mr. Kahler's aemorandm, 
is attaehid.

(5asi) Howard W. Bak«

Ssglanai Mreetor
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81lvertcm«*fellurlde District

''" .i^tsi GoliqKrftAs

OwemkpsMp sad jMteiinistratiea? fliis strsa aooiiitts of a anisor 

Klniiig tosas and ainsSf all of shleb are in vrisate oanersbipt

Slgnlfleanee; fiM Sil'rerton-Vslluride odning distrieti one of Vm 

great sUwr-iKrodticiag areas of tbs trans-NississiDpl Heat, plaiyed a 

significant role in tbe ainiag frontier.
fmm l8^ to 1913 tbe Silvertoa and %»llwtd« area* ocwMiiei ymAaead 

over |HS^>OOO«0OO in ireclous aetals.

Daring tbs gold raeb of tbs earl^ ll^0*8, aiatera oMoe into tbe 

Silvertoa reglea in gaest of ipld. fbe^r fsaodi boeever^ notbing bat silver. 

IQum tb^ sere convinced silver oas eortb idtiley they started extenaive 

operations in tbe region idiieb proved to be a virtml treaentn boose* % 

tbs end of 1373 tbore sere b^OOO clalias recorded sad nost of tbs tig 

adnes bad loan iiaoovnml. Dn 187b tbe tooBM of Sllverton, XinaiaX ltiat> 

dwlnaa V&xlm, and larelai bad ^j^ong m* Datsr on« otbsr tosna

aofidi aa Irontenj, Qostoni Onrar* Red Mrantain Itom, Oladatonei liiddle^^r 

and Roaa'a OaMn onae into baiag. mtli a popilation of 3«0Q0 in 1379» 

iilvartm ana tbs cantor of this niniag region* la that year half tbe 

nineral ootpot aas gold, ailver, and lead iMle copper node tbe reet 

cnf tbs netale produced la tbs Inaediate region.
fbe region aas iritbont a milroad imtll l332 abem ^ Deaven* & Mo 

OaEonde Iferrow Oatige extended its line frcm Doraxign np Mioae CTeak to 

SUverton. Ibia provided a amdbi madsd outlet for tbe mSMomlB irodoeod 

In tbe reglcai.
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Wm wK0t fmmm mlm la tte ll^iriirtaa idroa i« tlw CSnv» l&»i Wm, 
mar Qwm^» Mam^wpat la iJ6$6, 1M« »lii« |epwlite«& laatmm ^3,000^000 

ma& $^,000,000 la geilA «ad lilirear ixra. la X902 tlis tmneae »ol& tlie alaii 

to CB aAgUan ifBlUUsBto t^elt opeonttdd It «atU X91X AoriJNE period 

it tmismA $13,000,000 la om. It la atUl 1m»Iii8 «vaf«t«A.

fellnrlAa, lo«atad aone 13 allaa Sllvwrtoa, la tin mmtmp of 

aaot^r rmey tiaik alaiag dla^ot. firat oataMialiad aa 0oitad»ia la 1373, 

it firaw aloaly la tlia daeadaa of ttie l33o*a* IOmhi tiaa Itanrer & Mo Oraada 

Soutbsra reaoliei. tbez^ la tba I390'a, fallaride booned aad ita popolatloa 

readied 3,000. Otbar tome, aaeli aa Bm Mipiel, Auidmw, ?aaadlTn, 

fiaeenrtlle, Amw, Qpliir, Nattcaiioxa, Uaard Saad, Dmtoa, aad 

vgaemg aroaod It. Tba tmmam frodoola^ slaea la i3m v0.tm wra tiie 

Staiasl<"r, Alta, Zibe]rt3r Bell, foaftoy, aad tba BQaelc Bear.
M i960 tba popeOatioii of BIl’T^rloa aaa Vtllarlde, 677*

A aoadKnr of al^flaaat atmotarea iHare. aarylved to SUwrtoa. fht 

i»at elabcaate of tlmae ia tlia toferial Botel, origtoally built to ll^ 

by tbe ibemom Brotbera, 1A0 elatoed It **ttoi ftoeat botel on tbe weatem 

alc^, e»»9t tbe la Veta, at Oufinlaoa." Otbem are iha Natlaidlat Obarcii, 

built to l88lf tbe Court game, areeted to 1907j aad, toe City Bbll, 

aoaatanaated to 190$.

fbeaia
: MEuriel S* tfclle, {Staaoede..to fiadwrltoei 'SB» flboat 

Oaloraae (Bc^fe.-1#^1« '^1*^^^ wA. Cola
19^1}

Qmm of 
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I
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

For Release JULY 4> 1961
SECRETARY UDALL DECLARES 43 MOIE SITES ELIGIBLE FOR HISTORIC LANIMARK STATUS

Forty-three additional sites commemorating America's 
eligible for the Registry of National Historic Landmarks, Secretary of the Interior
Stewart L. Udall announced today.

These sites possessing exceptional historic «lue to t“r‘1Se‘’legistrr 
described in four ne. studies in the National Park Service
eventually will cover all major periods of. human history in the United otates.

The 43 sites are included in the studies; Political .and Military Aff^.ira^The 43 sites are included in tne sxuaies. c —1830-1S60. two subthemes under Westward..Expansion and Extensipn ------
Rnnndarils to the Pacific. 1830-1898 entitled Th& Frontier and GreatRn,mdnriP>fi t.Q the Pacific. enxixieu imxuxiifs.- ,1.1 „ i tIXT:;: irfn^r.qExplorers of the West; and a supplement to the suptherae Milita.o:----------- i

entitled Indian Affairs,.

Mining Frontier and Great

Secretary Udall said that the Registry of National JJeg
designed to recognize and endorse the preservatiop soci
and sites now administered by States, other public agenci s, 
ties, and to encourage private owners of historic landmarka

The Registry is an outgrowth of the National 
Buildings program of the National Park Service.

archeologic sites, buildings, and objects for the 
possess exceptional value as commemorating or ill 
United States."

or historical socie- 
landmarks to maintain them.
Survey of Historic Sites and 
fhis program was authorized by

purpose of determining which 
ustrating the history of the

Cnera or aCministratcra of sites found eligible |*ce«l?lLte!"''
to the National Park Service for such recognition and will receive a
Suitable markers will be furnished upon request.

sites recommended for landmark status. Of theseTo date there have been 377 
255 have been found eligible. ;

Descriptive summaries of the sites in the presently "^^^Jies

^ill be an^Lced from time to time. The various
later for public distribution. Only reading copies are currently available.

XXX
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PtfLlUcal and Military Affairs, 183O-I860

|I,.

In the stuflly of "Political sM Military Affairs, lB30-lS60," l4 
Bites have been recognized as possessing exertional value. 
Twelve of these, not administered hy the National Park Service, 
are to receive certificates as Registered National
Historic Landmarks. They are as foUowsi

1 - T.tndenwald. New York. As the home of Martin Van Buren, 
from' lB4l until his"death in 1862, no other structure is so 
Intimately associated with the eighth President of the United 
States. Since Van Buren's death, the property has passed 
through several hands, hut has not suffered major alterations. 
Located east of Kinderhook, New York, cai State Route 9H, the 
house is privately owned.
2. Sherwood Forest. Virp;inia. This was the home of John 
Tyler, tenth President of the United States, during the last 
20 years of his life. The house is little changed from the 
time of the President's occiqoancy. The 1,000-acre estate 
includes a 12-acre yard surrounding the house with a variety of ancient trees and remains of form^ gardens; The house 
is furnished with, original pieces and family mementos. Located near Charles City, Virginia, on Stat4 Route 5, the house is 
still owned by the Tyler family.
3* James K. Polk Home, Tennessee, omit in I816 by Samuel 
Polk, father of James K. Polk, this Was the home of the future 
President for several years during hJ.s young manhood. The 
house remained in the family for manj- years then changed owners 
several times before being purchased by the State of Tennessee 
and the James K. Polk Memorial AssoeJ ation in 1929* It was 
opened to visitors in 1930. The Jamis K. Polk Home is located 
on U. S. Highways 31 and 43, Columblii, Tennessee. It Is owned 
by the State of Tennessee and admlnis tered by the James K.
Folk Memorial Association ,of Naahvill.e and the James K. Polk 
Auxiliary of Columbia.
4. Springfield. Kentucky. Springfield was the home of Zachary 
Taylor for more than 20 ^ars prior to the beginning of his 
military career in I8O8. It was the scene of his marriage, 
and the birthplace of five of his sia: children. When Taylca: . 
died in the White House in 185O, his body was brought back to 
rest at Springfield in the family bujrial ground, which later 
served as the nucleus of the Zachary Taylor National Cemetery. 
Springfield has passed through the huinds of several private 
owners. Constructed of brick, the 3-story house of 8 rooms 
evidently has not landergone extensive alteration since Taylor 
lived there,. Located at 5608 Apache Ro^, Louisville, Kentucky, 
it is privately owned.
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5. ^built
,n Pierce ’ffffBnfeHt.ead. Mev Hftnmabtre. This dwelling, 

imn Fierce. Although___  was the hcnoe of Franiaii
other housee were occu|>led by Pierce for shorter Intervals 
later, the faislly home at Hillsboro is m|st Intimately asso­
ciated with him, since it was his home from infancy until 
his marriage in l83^^• It is also the dwelling most typical 
of his time and baclsground. The Pierce llomestead is a hand- 
soiae exangile of New Hampshire village architecture* It consists 
of 2 stories containing 8 rooms. Architectural investigation 
has disclosed the character of the inter 
Pierce*s occupancy.
State Route 31# it is owned by the State

.or at the time of 
Located in Hillsbor), New Hanpshlre, cm

6. Wheatland, Pennsylvania. Wheatland 
James Buchanan, fifteenth President of ' 
from 1849 until his death in l868. Whea- 
1828 on the order of one William Jenkins 
estate. After Buchanan's death, the hou4 
the hands of several private owners bef 
by a foundation. Wheatland has been 
major alteration. It is a two and a hal

ore
spared

containing 17 rooms with furnishings app: 
Buchaneua period, including many pieces b 
The hovise and grounds are in excellent c 
to visitors. It is located on State Ro' 
outskirts of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, a 
James Buchanan Foundation for the Prese

7, "Old Main," Knox College, Illinois, 
the best preserved physical remains rela 
Llncolu-Dougias debates of 18^8. These 
\flde attention to Abraham Lincoln and ke
issues of the sectional controversy carrying the Nation toward
disunion and civil war. Extensive resto
interior was carried out in 1937« The exterior, carefully
restored in the 1930's, has retained its 
to a remarkable degree. "Old Main" is 
of Knox College in Galesburg, Illinois, 
and is owned by the college.

of New Haiqpshire,

ras the home of 
United States, 

bland was built in 
who also named the 
e passed through 
it was acquired 
remodeling and 

story brick house 
i^ppriate to the 
slonglng to Buchanan, 
ondltion and are open 

340 in the western 
is owned by the 
.tlon of Wheatland.rva

'Old Main" constitutes 
ting to the historic 
debates brought natlon- 
ynoted the momentous

ration of the building's

original appearance 
located on the canpus 
facing South Street

8. Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims, New York. Brooklyn's 
Plymouth Church was a foremost center of] anti-slavery senti­
ment between l847 and the outbreak of the Civil War. Its 
minister during this period was the faam Henry Ward Beecher. 
From its polplt spoke such notable opponents of slavery as William Lloyd Garrison, Wendell PhiUipd, Charles Sumner, 
and John Qreenleaf Whittier. The origlij^ church building 
has changed little since it was opened in I85O. Plymouth 
Church is located at 75 Hicks Street, Bijooklyn, New York City. 
It is owned by Plymouth Church of the Pljlgrims (Congregational), 
Brooklyn, New York.



10, Okeechobee Battlefield, Florida* Ok the northern shore 
of Lake Okeechobee, on Christmas Day, 3jB }7, Zachary Taylor 
won a decisive victory over a band of Se:Dlnole and Mikasuki 
warriors. The battle was a turning point in the Second
Seminole War. The battlefield location
A monument, eirected in 1939 by descendants of Colonel Gentry
(killed in the battle) and the Florida S sciety of the Daughters
of the American Revolution, stands at th! southwestern edge
of the field. The site, located 4 miles
Florida, on U. S. Highway 44l, is privatily owned.

U. Fort Jesup State Monument, Loulsiank. Fort Jesup was 
the' most southWsterly military outpoist pf the United States 
from its establishment in 1822 until the 
there, in 1845, Zachary Taylor's Army>of 
to launch the■opening campaign of
with the frontier moved far to the west,
vated. Fort Jesup State Monument was established in 1957 and 
consists of some 22 acres. The only remlining building/a log 
kitchen, has been repaired and furnished 
tions as well as authentic utensils. 0ns of the officers* 
quarters has been reconstructed and is ufied as a visitor center 
and Park office. Fort Jesqp is located 
Louisiana, 7 miles northeast of Many on 
is owned by the State.

8 well established.

southeast of Okeechobee,

Mexican Vfar. From 
Observation marched 

that wkr. During 1845,
Fort Jesup was inacti­

on Sabine Parish, 
State Highway 6, and

12. U. S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland. The Naval 
Academy at Annapolis has produced the top ranking career 
officers who have commanded the United States Navy for more 
than a century. At once a college and technical and vocational 
school, it has played a significant role! m American education 
and military affairs. Established in 1845, at the Army's 
former Fort Severn, it was known first as the Naval School.
In 1850 the name was changed to the U. S. Naval Academy and 
in the following year, a 4-year course of study was inaugurated 
with summer cruises to give practical experience to young 
midshipmen. The Naval Academy is located on the west side of 
the Severn River, with its main entrance at Marylarid Avenue 
gate. It is owned by the United States povemment.
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13^ Mesllla, Nev Mexico^ One of New Mexico's most historic 
towns of territorial days, Old Mesllla preserves much of the 
charm and flavor of the past. Over the ?laza of Mesllla on 
July 4, 1854, the United States flag was I first raised In the 
territory of the Gadsden Purchase* Mesim was an Important 
stop on the Butterfield Overland Mall roite. During the 
Civil War, Mesllla was first Confederate headquarters, and 
later Union headquarters* Old Mesllla wis associated with 
the range cattle industry and with such frontier figures as 
Pat Garrett and Billy the Kid* Located two miles from Las 
Cruces, New Mexico, In Dona Ana County, ^silla Is In private 
Api^ municipal ownership*

l4* County Court House* Illinois* In this building,
the fifth capitol of Illinois, Abraham Lincoln sat in the State 
legislature and argued cases before the Hate Svtpreme Court*
It was here also that he accepted RepiiblLcan nomination for 
Senator in the historic contest with Stephen Douglas* On 
that occasion he made the famous "House )lvided" speech*
Here too, his body lay in state before IHernment* The building 
is therefore intimately associated with the events leading 

to the Civil War* Located in the center of the business district in Springfield, Illinois, the blullding is owned by 
Sangamon County*

{

In addition, six sites relating to this period are represented and 
interpreted in the National Park System as follows:

1. Harpers Ferry National Monument, Wes

2* The Second Bank of the United States 
Historical Park, Pennsylvania

t Virginia

, Independence National

Fort Laramie National Monument, Wyoming 

4* Fort Union National Monument, New M^lco 

5* Everglades National Park, Florida 

6* Castillo de San Marcos National Momment, Florida
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The Mining Fzwtler - Westward Expansion and
Rational Boundaries to

Extension of the 
the Pacific, I83O-I898

In the study of the Mining Frontier, I6 sites in non-Federal ownership 
have been recognized as possessing exceptional value for the purpose 
of cooBnei&orating end illustrating the history of the United States. 
They are as follows;

1, Bodie, California. One of the best preserved gold mining 
"ghost" towns of theFar West, the first strike here was in 
18^9. In the 1870's the town reached its peak with a population 
of about 10,000 people. One mine yielded nearly $1^,000,000 in 
a 25-year period. Total output up to World War II, when mining 
was dlscontlnvied, is estimated at $70,000,000. Located in Mono 
Co\mty, only a few miles from the high Sierra Nevadas, the more 
than 100 surviving deserted buildings are unusually well pre­
served. It is privately owned.

■-

2. Coloma. California. John Marshall, a foreman for John 
Sutter, discovered gold here on January! 2h, 1848, while building 
a sawmill tailrace. This resulted in the greatest series of 
gold strikes on the Worth American continent, and one of the 
greatest in the history of the world, ^he California gold rush 
followed in the wake of Marshall's discjovery. At the time of 
the gold discovery there were only a few thousand Americans in 
California. The next year there were 1^,000, and in I85O 
California was admitted as a state. The California gold dis­
covery had incalculable consequences on] the ecoiumdc and poli­
tical development of the Ikilted States, 
of PlacervUle on California State Hlghjv 
by the State of California.

Located 7 ndles west 
ly 49; the site is owned

3. Columbia, California. A gold town 
today probably has more original build: 
of the Mother Lode country. At one t: 
city In the state. Its surrounding min 
$90,000,000 in gold. Unlike most of t 
never ccnpletely deserted. The site Is 
Stockton and is in private and State

dating from I830, Columbia 
than any other town 

it was the third largest 
ing district yielded about

logs

own

ilded

4. New Almaden, California. Here were 
quicksilver deposits in North America, 
in California, and has been one of the 
quicksilver in the world. It has yle 
any mine in California, and produces al 
mined in the United States. Since 1927 
have been active only intermittently, 
inactive. New Almaden is located l4 : 
California, and is in ^private ownership

gold camps, Columbia was 
located 60 miles east of 
lersblp.

discovered the first 
It is the oldest mine 

four greatest sources of 
greater value than 

tut one-third the mercury 
the New Almaden mines 

At present they are 
8 south of San Jose,mi lei

4
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5, San Francisco Old Mint* CalifomlaL A San Francisco branch 
nrtnt. wftg establlsheA in 18^ as a result of the discovery of gold

frUIn 1846. The added flood of silver the Comstock Lode in
the mint and a nev one.
It vas placed on an Inde*

the i860* 8 necessitated enlargement of 
begm in I669, vas ccnpleted in 1874*
pendent basis and soon became the pzlnclpal mint in the United 
States and the chief Federal deposit for gold and silver produced 
in the vestem states* It possesses architectural distinction 
and is considered a fine example of 19th century Federal building 
architecture* One of the few remaining structures in downtown 
San Francisco that survived the I906 earthquake, the building 
is located at Fifth and Mission Streets and is in Federal 
ownership*

6* Virginia City* Nevada* Virginia City, the great community 
of the rich Ccanstock Lode, vas the g3reatest silver strike in the 
United States. From their discovery in IB59, the Virginia City 
mines yielded $300,000,000 in gold and; silver in the next 20 
years* Largely because of the wealth,! population, and influence 
that acconpanied the exploitation of the Comstock Lode, Nevada 
became a territory in I86I and a state in l664* The great wealth 
of the mines resulted in many fine brick and stone buildings, 
rather than the usual board structures^ of a boom camp. Many of 
these buildings survive* Virginia City is located I6 miles 
south of Carson City, Nevada, and is in private ownership.

7, Toaibatone, Arizona. Tombstone is probably the most celebrated 
in story and popular folklore of the n^lning towns of the south­
west frontier. It grew up after Ed Schiefflin's discovery of 
silver there in I877. By I88I it had |7,000 population, and an 
unrivaled reputation for lawlessness and violence. The Wyatt 
Earp-Clanton feud and the climactic OK Corral gunfight are known 
to every schoolboy. The town is unusually well preserved and is 
one of the finest surviving examples ojf the authentic boom towns 
of the once wild west. It is privately o\med.

8, Central City, Colorado. Central City, center of the first 
great m^n■ing boom in Colorado, for many years ranked next to 
Denver in size. Moat of Colorado's mining law originated at 
Central City. Gold was mined at Central City until 1919; only 
intermittently since then. Most of the old buildings surviving 
today were built after the fire of 1874. Central City was a 
cultviral center in its day, and in recent years has been restored 
to that role. The town still retains
mining town* It is owned by the Centxjal City Opera House 
Association, and private individuals.

9. Cripple Creek. Colorado. Discovery of gold at Cripple Creek 
in 1891 resulted in one of~the biggest gold strikes of the mining 
eara in the United States* At its peal? the Cripple Creek area

'm
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had a population of 40,000 and was Bervled by five railroads, 
had 4l assay offices, 46 brokerage houses, l4 newspapers, and 70had 4l assay offices, 4t> brokerage nouses, X4 newspapers, ana iv 
saloons* About $400,000,000 in gold were taken from the Cripple 
Creek area* The railroad station is a bmlcipally owned museum; 
otherwise, the site is in private ownership.
lA. T«.pdvllle. Colorado* At its peak, Leadvllle was the world's 
greatest silver caDpT^t has been an Inportant producer of 
gold also, and has yielded a greater number of minerals of 
total value over a longer period than any other United States 
*,^n^ng area* Because of this, the city has had an unusual 
degree of stability for a mining community, and a relatively 
large number of early buildings survive* The mining boom which 
began in the early l860*s at Leadvllle continues as an important 
activity to the present day* It is in private ownership except 
for State ownership of the Healy Cabin and the Dexter Cabin*

11* VirR^nla City. Montana* The gold strike at Alder Gulch in 
1B63 TOs one of tthe greatest in the West* Virginia City grew \p 
on the spot, and at its peak from I865 to I675, had a population 
of about 10,000. One of the best known vigilante groups came 
into existence at Virginia City and Bannack to deal with the 
notorious Henry Plummer gang of outlaws which plundered gold 
shipments* The lower and more historic part of Virginia City 
la owned and has been restored by Charles A* Bovey* The remainder 
is also in private ownership*
12. Butte. Montana* Butte is the center of the largest ccpper 
pinning region in the world* Since 1664, an area of less than 
five square miles has produced more than two billion dollars 
worth of mineral wealth* Mining began with silver, but in the 
1670's the ccpper discovered proved to he the area's great 
mineral wealth* • Butte is still a great ctpper producing center, 
find, is in private ownership*
1^. Bannack. Montana* Bannack, Montana's oldest town, was the 
flrstlterrltorial capital* Gold was discovered there in l66a 
and a mining caap of 1,000 pocple quickly arose* The Alder Gulch 
(Virginia City) gold discoveries, 90 miles away, however, soon 
eclipsed those at Bannack* Bannack had the first quartz mine and 
stanp "nn in Montana Territory* The place retains the atmosphere 
of a frontier ng canp* It has a l^ge number of original 
buildings, and since it always remalne^ a small town and was not 
abandoned until 1938, it xuiderwent very little change since its 
earliest period. It is a fine exaBplel of an authentic mining 
ghost town* The site is in State ownership*
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Deadvood. South Dakota* The discovery of gold In the Black
in 1B74 led to the opening of the 

treaties with the Sioux forbidding this 
tlon. Deadwood soon became a wild miner

urea to miners despite 
area to white exploita- 
•b camp attracting an

assoidanent of notorious persons. The Honestake Mine produced
most of the $550,000,000 in mineral weal 
the Black Hills since 1875. Deadwood is

th that has come from 
in private ownership.

Silverton and 
the San J\ian basin of 

a rich gold, silver.

15, Silverton-Ttelluride Area, Colorado.
Telluride are the two principal towns in
southwestern Colorado and the center of l----------
lead, and copper mining district that played an iD^XJrtant part 
in the economic development of the Rocky Mountain area. The 
mineral wealth of this high. Isolated mcjuntain country was 
brou^t out by narrow gauge railroads, of which the Durango- 
Silverton branch of the Denver, Rio Grande, & Western is the 
only remaining one maintaining passengeij service. The area is 

privately owned.
16. Durango-Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad, Colorado. This 
lv5-mlle stretch of narrow gauge railroad tract was completed
in 1882 along the gorge of the Las AnW~ ------
and Silverton. It climbs 2,800 feet to 
feet in that distance. Its purpose was 
ores of the Silverton area to smelters 
surviving regularly schedviled passenger 
the West, it .is an inqportant historical
that played a significant role in the history of the Rocky 

Mountains.
There are no historic sites representing thi^ theme in the National 

_ . ___XP_________ ____ Pa-vV Vifijet o TDailV 8B80C

River between Durango 
an elevation of 8,302 
to bring gold and silver 

at Durango. As the sole 
narrow gauge railroad in 
survival of a facility

Park System, althcni^ Yosemlte National Paxk 
tions with the mining era of California and 
directly related to it.

Vifts a great many associa- 
.ts early history is



Great Explorers of the West

In the ”(h*eat ibq^lorers of the West" svibthekne of "Westward E^qpanslon 
and^ Extension of the National Boundaries to the Pacific, I83O-I898," 
five sites not In Federal ownership have been recognized as 
possessing exceptional value. They are as follows:

f-r 
I •

1,^
.J->■

scovery of the Columbia 
Robert Gray, marked the

1, r!h^nQok Point, Washington. The dl|i 
River, In 1792, by the American Capt,
oUTnftv of a long search for the legendary Great River of the 
West, and gave the United States a valid claim to the Northwest 
under international law. Chinook poiiit, overlooking the mouth 
of the river. Is a salient landmark at the discovery site. It Is located along U. S. Highway 101, a4d Is owned by the State 
of Washington.
2, Plke*B Peak, Colorado. One of th^ best known landnorks of 
the West, It was discovered by Zebuloi. Pike on his I806 e:q)e- 
dltion. Both the peak and its name s«rve as eternal reminders 
of Pike's explorations for the Infant United States, Located west of Colorado Springs, Colorado, tlje mountain is owned by 
various private Individuals.

3, Pike's Stockade, Colorado. Here i^bulon Pike raised the 
American flag over what was actually Spanish soil, end wm 
taken Into custody by Spanish soldiers 1. The location of the 
stockade has been verified throu^ descriptions in Pike's
Jotimal, supplemented by testimony of 
four mlleB east of Sanford, Colorado, 
Is owned by the State of Colorado.

old settlers. Located 
In the San Luis Valley, It

If. South Pass, Wyoming. As the earliest passage of the Rocky 
Mountains, South Pass was used more tian any other route by 
westbound settlers. The significance of the Pass in westeirn 
development is hard to exaggerate. I ; figured in every major 
phase of western United States history. Effective discovery 
of the Pass was by Jdo edlah Smlt 1 in 1824, when, with a
party of WlUlam H. Ashley's trappers, he crossed the Pass In 
search of richer beaver-trapping territory. Although menibers 
of the returning Astoria party may have crossed South Pass, 
our real knowledge of it dates from Snlth's crossing. located 
In western Wyoming, on State Highway 20, South Pass is in 
private ownership.
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5, WoiVpr Pass. California. The discovery of this pass by 
Jose-ph the famous mountain man, established a new
route to California. Through this pass in 1843 Walker himself 
led the first emigrant wagon train into California. Inter he 
guided part of Fremont’s third expedition over the Sierras by 
my of this pass. Walker Pass is located 60 miles northeast 
of Bakersfield, California, on State Highway 178 and is owned 
by the Federal Government and private individuals.
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In the Ixidlan Affairs Supplement to MUlta^ and Indian Affairs« 
eight sites have been recognized as poseesklng exceptional value. 
Six of these, not administered by the National Park Service, are eligible to receive certificates as Registjared National Historic 
Inndmarka. They are as follows:

5.*. VI'U
le:..

1, ^ Fort Union, North Dakota. As the principal Upper Missouri 
fux* trade depot, a soali westward projection of the white men's 
world, Fort Union afforded northern Plains and mountain tribes 
their first long contact with the alien white culture. Bxillt 
In 1828, It was encircled by a wooden palisade guarded by square 
stone bastions. With the exception of a few cellar pits, little 
surface evidence of the fort remains today. Located at the east 
edge of Buford, North Dakota, south of U. S. Highway 2, It Is 
owned by the State of North Dakota.

2. Gataldo Mission, Idaho. In 1848, Jesuit missionaries
began construction of the old Missioi^ of the Sacred Heart, 
using only primitive tools and Indleui labor. The M.lsslon 
played a successful role In educating IiuUans of Idaho.
The peaceful Influence of the Jesuits pjrobably was partly 
responsible for the refusal of the Coeur d' Alenes to Join 
Chief Joseph during the 1844 Nez Perce War. The Mission, 
completed In 18^3, Is the oldest bull ling In Idaho. It is 
located about 20 miles east of Coeur i* Alene, Idaho, on 
U. S. Highway 10, and Is owned and administered by the 
Catholic Church. J
3* Carlisle Indian School. Pennsvlvanta. In Its 39-year 
existence (1879-1918)> the Carlisle Ipdlan School gave 
thousands of young Indians elementary, education and Instruct 
tlon In mechanic ax^, agreculture, and home economics. It 
represented a sincere effoirfc to betteb the Indians, euad its 
success proog>ted founding of other schools. Carlisle and 
similar schools were Ixqaortant In educating the Indians. 
Several school buildings survive near the western limits 
of the current military resenreition. Located in Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania, on U. S. Highway 11, ths old Carlisle School 
is owned by the United States Govemm|ent as part of the Army 
War College.

4. Haskell Institute, Kansas. Established in l684 as the 
"Indian Training School," Maskell Institute has continued to 
be a leader in Indian education. It has had a wide effect on
young Indians, prex>aring students to jtake part in the Nation's 
life, and to return to their tribes, Inproving both their own 
and their people's social and economic conditions. Today the 
school offers a fovir-year high school course supplemented by 
both vocational and pre-professional training. Located in 
Lawrence, Kansas, Haskell Institute is owned by the United States Government and administered by| the U. S. Bureau of 
Indian Affairs•
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,5, Cherokee National Capitol, Oklahoma. The Cherokee 
National Capitol ia a landmark to one Important Indian 
tribe's solution to the problem of survlvisa vhen faced 
vlth invasion by a technologically dominant civilization. 
It represents the examination of successful accxatxiration 
beginning in colonial times and continuing into the Inte 
19th century. The Cherokee seem to have recognized early 
that they could survive only throxigh adjusting their oxm 
life-way to changes thrust upon them by the whites. The 
Cherokee Capitol is located in Tahleqxiah, Oklahoma, and 
serves as the Court House of Cherokee County.

• J."
0

6. Creek National Capitol. Oklahoma. The Creek National 
Capitol symbolizes successful adjxistment of a tribe whose 
exO-ture very existence was threatened by white pressxire. 
Throu^ their earlier Confederacy, the Creeks had had a form 
of representative government. Building on this tradition, 
the Creeks, after removal to Oklahoma, developed a government 
similar to our own. The Creek National Capitol is located in 
Okmulgee, Oklahoma, and is owned by the Creek Indian Ifemorlal 
Association.

Two sites commemorating this phase of American history are 
represented and Interpreted in the National Park System as 
follows;

1. Nhltman National Monument, Washington
2. Fort Laraajle National Historic Site, Wyoming

As the result of additional study, two new sites have been added 
to the list of those recognized as possessing exceptional value 
in commemorating the military affairs phase of the "Military and 

Affairs" subtheme of Westward Expansion. They are as 
follows 5

1. Fort Atkinson, Nebraska. One of the line of forts 
gii«T»<Hng the western frontier, in ttie lS20's, Port Atkinson 
lay south and west of Fort Snelling and held this portion 
of the line from 1819 to 1827. It served to advance the 
interest of the Upper Missouri fur trade in this period.
The Upper Missouri Indian Agency was located at Fort Atkinson. 
Althou^ nothing remains of the fort above ground, recent 
archeological studies have uncovered the fort's foundations. 
Located about one mile east of the town of Port Calhoun, the 
site of Port Atkinson la privately owned.
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forts protecting tho 
Bore ixqtorteuat due2, Port Concho. Texas« Of the line of 

•pm^T -frontier. ypri Poncho was among 
to strategic location at the point wherh east-vest trails 
converged to avoid the StcJoed Plains on the north and the desert to the south* Trocps from the f^ took part in 
>.ai.jn<gna against the Kiowa and Cooanchh from IS70 to lB7$, 
Ss^tial remains of the fort exist today on the south 
edge of San Angelo, Texas* The buildings are owned in part by private individuals and in part by tite City of San Angelo
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Mr. CJo3irad L. Wirth, Director 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 2^, D. C.

Dear Mr, Wirth;
As the (oiJner,OTmers) of _®AJ® IMPERIAL HOTEL located in N

(name of site)

Silverton San Juan
/
Colorado

(City) (County) (State)
\

(l,we) hereby make fomal application for a certificate (x ) and 
bronze marker, 17" x 18", ( x) designating this historic property 
as a Registered National Historic Landmark, (Check one or both as 
desired)

1, Fully conscious of the high responsibility to the Nation 
that goes ’^n.th the oimership and care of a property classified as 
having exceptional value and worthy of Registered National Historic 
Landmark status (I,we) agree to preserve, so far as practicable and 
to the best of (my,our) ability, the historical integrity of this 
important part of the national cultural heritage.

2* Toward this end, (I,we) agree to continue to use the 
property only for purposes consistent with its historical character*

3, (I,we) also agree to permit an annual visit to the 
property by a representative of the National Park Service, as a 
basis for continuing landmark status.

U» If for any reason, the three conditions mentioned above 
cannot continue to be met, it is agreed that the Registered 
National liistoric Landmark stat»s shall cease and that until such 
status is restored by the Secretary of the Interior, neither the 
Registered National Historic Landmark Certificate nor the Marker 
will be displayed.

Sincerely yours
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Mr, Conrad L. Wirth, Director 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Wirth:

As the (owner,owners) of jpnwn

.q j 1 vp-rt. nn
(City)

1 located in
(name of site)

pan .Ttian
(Countyl

Pnl n~naf^n
(State)

(I,we) hereby make formal application for a certificate ( x ) and 
bronze marker, 17” x l8", ( x ) designating this historic property 
as a Registered National Historic Landmark. (Check one or both as 
desired)

1. Fully conscious of the high responsibility to the Nation 
that goes with the ownership and care of a property classified as 
having exceptional value and worthy of Registered National Historic 
Landmark status (l,we) agree to preserve, so far as practicable and 
to the best of (my,our) ability, the historical integrity of this 
important part of the national cultural heritage.

2. Toward this end, (l,we) agree to continue to use the 
property only for purposes consistent with its historical character.

3. (l,we) also agree to permit an annual visit to the 
property by a representative of the National Park Service, as a 
basis for continuing landmark status.

k. If for any reason, the three conditions mentioned above 
cannot continue to be met, it is agreed that the Registered 
National Historic Landmark status shall cease and that until such 
status is restored by the Secretary of the Interior, neither the 
Registered National Historic Landmark Certificate nor the Marker 
will be displayed.

Sincerely yours.

Mayor, Tot^ of
Sllverton
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Mr. Conrad L. Wlrth, Mrector 
national Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25> ^.C.

Dear Mr. Wlrth:
As the (aaaet, owners) of San Jnan nnnnty r!nnrt/^°^^ted in

Silverton. San Tiinn rtnl nna r> 
(State)(County)

(i,we) hereby make formal application for a certificate( ) and 
bronze marker, 17"x 18", (x) designating this historic property 
as a Registered National Historic Landmark. (Check one or both 
as desired) "Gold Domed Court House Erected in 1907"

1. Piiiny conscious of the high responsibility to the Nation 
that goes with the ownership and care of a property classified as 
having exceptional value and worthy of Registered National Historic 
Landmark status (I,we) agree to preserve, so far as practicable and 
to the best of (my, our) ability, the historical Integrity of this 
important part of the national cultural heritage.

2. Toward this end, (I,we) agree to continue to use the 
property only for purposes consistent with its historical character.

3. (I,we) also agree to permit an annual visit to the 
property by a representative of the National Park Service, as a 
basis for continuing landmark status.

U. If for any reason, the three conditions mentioned above 
cannot continue to be met, it is agreed that the Registered 
National Historic Landmark status shall cease and that up^til such 
status is restored by the Secretary of the Interior, neither the 
Registered National Historic Landmark Certificate nor the Marker 
will be displayed.

Sincerely yours, #

Chairman Board of County Commissioners 
San Juan County, Colorado

#



Mr. Conrad L. Mirth, Director 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, 0*C.

Dear Mr. Wirth:
As the (owner,owners) of gilverton Mining Distriot[DCAT£D IN

(name of site)

San Juan
T^ty) (County(

Colorado 
(state ^

desired)
1. Fully conscious of the high responsibility to the Nation 

that goes with the ownership and care of a property c^ssxfied as 
having exceptional value and worthy of Registered National Historic 
Landmark status (I,we) agree to preserve, so f^ as P«*ff 
to the best of (my,our) ability, the historical integrity of this 
important part of the national cultural heritage.

property oS^fo^^^es^wnsistSirwith its historical character.

3. (I,we) also agree to permit an annual visit ^ the 
property by a representative of the National Park bervice, as a 
basis for continuing landmark status.

.sMSSmiwill be displayed.
Sincerely yours.

Chairman Board of County CommlssiQdfers
San Juan County, Colorado

'‘i
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Curecanti Reoreatloa Area,
Colorado and Black Canyon of the Gunnison 

National Monuments
'V* *.- . South Tenth Street, Montrose, Colorado 81401
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i^iglcNoaX Dlri^tor, Mldiwat Bcgioa
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tiqp«rist«ndcnt, Curwamtl, OoXorado tsoA Blaek daiytm ;

Inspect ion eg Hhttooal HUt«»rie Ludtetk nj^tw, 
SilTeartoa, Colorado

■r

Manag«n»nt Asaiatont Xoacmatar of tMa offieo vlaitad ttao Town of 
Bilvartop. Colorado, on Axisnat 2$, I969, to inqpoet the NatlonSr 
Hiatorle Xondaork plaqaa and to contact tha official in eliarga of 
maintaining the integrity og tMa aita.
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Miyor Lao Loftaa, ate ia ampli^ad fail tiiaa liy «m of tte local 
Miiiiig compaaioa, ana not aaailabla for tMa inapaetion. Hoa«r«r, 
tte Torn Clazic, Mra. Batty IfailUpa, waa praaant and aaa vary 
coeporativa in ateaing tte plaqua and providing g«iaral Infeznatlon 
pertaining to tte aita.
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Tim plaqoOf wMcL ted not brnm inatallad at tte laat inapaetion 
J\Oy 11, 1964, tea boon plaead noar tba mtranea to a oonnty oparatad
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■oaaua dadicatad to tte ttemo of aiMng. Tba building teualng tMa 
anaaom ia tte old Ban Jten county jail building next door to tte 
county oourtteuao, laeatad la tte axtrane norttem portion of tte 
Toim of tilTortaa. Tte plaque ia located in aueb a manner aa to 
auggaat that tte auaaum, rather than tte Tten of Silverton, haa 
been daaigaated aa tte Hatiwial Matoric Landmaa^. It would have 
bean more aj^ropriata to mount tte plaque near, but not on, tte 
Howevar, it ia in a aafa place and all naltora to tte auaeam have an \ i 
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Post Office Box 11 
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Deer Mr. Mossamm:
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Tfeeak you for ymx letter of April 30» 1976, requesting inforuetion ; ,w, ;; ^

m the bwiadexy of Silvertoa Historic District National Historic
'..-m‘Luedsark. Ite are pleiuod to iafora you that the landuark houudcry has ^

now been officially i^roved. We are eaclosing a ec^ of the laachurk 

inventory fom which contains both a wmjf and verbal dascriptian of 

the bomdazy. Ite trust this informtion will be i»lpful to y«m» thank 

you again for yma expression of interest in cur prograa.

Sincerely yours.
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Cornelius W* Heine
Chief, Historical and Architectural 

g^j^eys Division fZ . ’
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FNP:B Levy:mc 5/14/76
bcc: Regional Director, Rocky Mountain Region w/c of inc.

Director's Reading File 
DI
PS-Mr. Heine w/c of inc./ PSfHSS1-Mr. Sheelv w/c of inc.
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Page 2
Mr. Silvan C. Charron 
Microwave Terminal facility

Museum, 200 14th Avenue, Denver, Colorado 80203.

Sincerely yours.

Lojj^s S. Wall 
Assistant Director, Office 

of Review and Compliance

/



Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation 
1522 K Street N.W. 
Washington. D.C. 20005

C0f>Y
October 17, 1977

Mr. Benjamin Bailor 
Post Master General 
U.S. Postal Service 
475 L'Enfant Plaza, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20260

Dear Mr. Bailor:

We have been Informed by Mike Quinn, staff to the Colorado State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO), that the renovation of fixtures and remodel­
ing of the Silverton Post Office, an undertaking of the Postal Service, 
may have an effect on the Silverton Historic District, a property included in the Nationall^gister of Historic Places. A copy of the 
SHFO's letter is enclosed.

Please investigate this matter to determine whether the nature of the 
effect requires that you obtain the comments of the Council in accordance 
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 
(16 U.S.C. 470f, as amended, 90 Stat. 1320). Steps to determine this 
responsibility are set forth in Section 800.4 of the Council's "Procedures 
for the Protection of Historic and Cultural Properties" (36 C.F.R. Part 
800).

The Coimcil requests that you report the results of your investigation 
to this office at the earliest opportunity. If you have further questions 
or require assistance, please call Brit Allan Storey at (303) 234-4946, 
an FTS number.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely yours.

I 1Louis S. Wall
Assistant Director, Office of 

Review and Compliance, Denver

Enclosure

The Council is an independent unit of the Executive Branch of the Federal Government charged by the Act of 
October 15,1966 to advise the President and Congress in the field of Historic Preservation.



San Juan County Historical Society
P.O. Box 154 Silverton, Colorado 81433

February 14, 1989

San Juan Regional Planning Commission 
Silverton, CO. 81433
Dear Member of the Commission,
The San Juan County Historical Society would like to add our voice in 
support of the Town of Silverton's venture to become a World Heritage 
Property. We have read over the criteria for inclusion as a World 
Heritage Mining Town, and we certainly feel that Silverton meets all 
of that criteria, particularly because we are still a mining town!
We would be pleased and proud to help in any way that we can in this 
venture.
Sincerely,

Beverly Rich 
Chairman
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

San Juan County
P.O. Bn «S Shirtoi, Cilotah S1433 303-387 »7t

February 16,. „.J989

Alfred Klinke 
Chairman
San Juan Regional Planning Commission 
Silverton, CO. 81433

RE: ^7orlcl Heritage List. 

Dear Chairman lilinke:

If the Board of County Commissioners can be of any further assistance 
please do not hesitate to ask.

Sincerely,

Dougin S. Murray 
County Administrator

-4’■
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At the last regularly schedv’.led San Juan Board of County Commissioners 
meeting, March 6, 1989. The Com.m.issloners approved of the concept of 
seeing the Town of Silverton included in the World Heritage List. The 
Commissioners believe that the Towns unique mining history, the^geology 
of the region and other environmental aspects lend itself to this 
designation.
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PlagtjiOS Coinon}issi©ii5
SAN JUAN COUNTY TOWN of SILVERTON

Silverton, Colorado 81433

February 16, 1989

Mr. Robert C. Milne
Chief of Division of International Affairs 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Ml

The town and community of Silverton, Colorado is interested in being 
designated as a World Heritage Site. Our mountain mining community 
has been designated as a National Historic Landmark since 1962 and we 
are interested in taking a further step.

Enclosed please find copies of resolutions by our local governing 
bodies, the Board of Trustees of the Town of Silverton and the Board 
of County Commissioners of San Juan County, indicating their interest 

and support of such a designation.

Additionally, I am enclosing a copy of a letter to this commission from 
the local historical society, indicating their support.

We would appreciate it if you would send us information regarding 
\daat step is next in making an effort to secure this designation.

Sincerely

red Klinke
airman

I
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RESOLUTION #1989-4

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE TOWN OF SILVERTON BEING INCLUDED IN THE WORLD 
HERITAGE LIST AS A HISTORIC MINING TOWN

WHEREAS, the Town of Silverton appears to fulfill the criteria for inclusion 
on the World Heritage List, and

WHEREAS, the San Juan Regional Planning Commission has recommended that the 
Town be included in the World Heritage List as a Historic Mining Town, and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Town of Silverton agree that it would 
be in the Town's Interest to be Included in the World Heritage List;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF 
SILVERTON, that the Town support the efforts of the San Juan Regional 
Planning Commission in having the Town of Silverton accepted on the 
World Heritage List as a Historic Mining Town.

Read and Adopted this 13th day of February 1989?

ATTEST:

Marianne Fearn, Clerk and Recorder William A. Tookey, Mayor

11
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Mr. Alfred Klinke 
Chairsian
San Juan Eegional Planning ^r' \ '

.*v?

CoHraission 
Silverton, Colorado 81433
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Dear Mr. Klinke*
- 44 ■®.'

This is to respond to your letter of February IS regarding th© 
World Heritage Convention, Your letter expresses interest in 
Silverton’3 consideration for possible nomination to the World 
Heritage List. For a variety of reasons, listed below, we 
strongly doubt that this proposal can be successfully pursued.

■4^
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As reguested, I aa enclosing information on the World Heritage 
Convention, including the Treaty text, the international criteria 
for selection of properties of outstanding universal value, the 
World Heritage List as of December 1988, and th® legislation and 
regulations adopted by the United States to guide its 
participation.
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Under th© terms of the National Historic Preservation Act, as 
amended, (P,L.98~515) properties considered for nc»ination by the 
United States must meet three requirements* they must have 
previously been recognized as being nationally significant; the V 
owner of the property or properties must give written consent to 
tiie nomination; and, evidence of a legal guar am tee for 
protection of the property and its environ^nt must be given.

V, '\y-.
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Silverton meets the first test through its designation as a 
National Historic Landmark. The other requirements are 
intentionally quite stringent. Because of the legal requirements 
Involving property rights, the Department of the Interior has not 
previously considered nominations of inhabited historic towns 
and urban districts.
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In addition to this requirement, the Federal Interagency Panel 
for World Heritage must be satisfied on the professional merits 
and comparative assessments of each possible nomination. Thus,
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even if the legal re<3uirement3 could be met, it would be 
necessary to examine the relative merits of other 19th-century 
western O.S. mining towns, and to then contrast those examples 
with other mining settlements around the world*

Oa» site, Ouro Preto in Brazil, is already on the hist, but in 
addition to its interpretation of historical mining efforts, it 
was recognized also for its superlative Portuguese colonial 
baroque architecture. It, therefore, satisfied two of the 
international criteria for cultural properties.

■I-.:-
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The exclusive nature of the World Heritage List can not be over 
emphasized. All designations undergo an exhaustive professional 
review at the international level, and must be approved by a 
Coiamlttee of 21 elected nations. Their ob;Jective has been to 
recognize unique isuid superlative properties, and those that are 
the best representations of a particular heritage theme, among 
all similar examples worldwide.

" ',gg'g'
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Our experience with the submission of nominations amd the 
evaluation of other member nations' nominations over the past 
decade, leads us to believe that the Coanittee would not endorse 
the nomination that you propose.
Since the designations are a function of international 
professional consensus, member nations are obliged to put forward 
nominations that can be strongly justified as meeting the tests 
of outstanding universal value. As one among 106 member 
nations, the United States has the same obligations with its own 
nominations.

':'«g
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Finally, you will note that the Committee's Operational 
Guidelines require that Criterion vi (association with events, 
ideas, or beliefs of outstanding universal value) has been 
restricted in its application, and can now only be used to 
support a nomination, in conjunction with at least one other

is the only criterion that would appear ( 
possible nomination would not meet the

-g:"'

criteria. Since this 
apply to Silverton, a 
Committee Guidelines,
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I regret, that I cannot be encouraging in this response.
World Heritage Committee has repeatedly demonstrated its 
commitment to maintain the exclusive nature of the List, under 
the terns of the Convention. For this, and the above reasons, we 
do not believe that your proposal could be successfully pursued,
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We do appreciate your interest in the Convention# and ace pleased 
that# through its Mational Historic Landmark status, the 
significance of Silverton in United States history is formally 
recognised and secured.

< *5 },
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Sincerely,
‘:f

■• A :.• - m■‘Jr-y.'

I
,iiX

Robert C. Milne
Chief# Office of International Affairs
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[16] From: Christine Whitacre at NP-RMRO 10/10/96 9:59AM (3701 bytes: 60 In)
To: Beth Boland at NP-WASO-NRHE, Robie Lange at NP-WASO-NRHE, Carol Shull at 

NP-WASO-NRHE
Subject: Silverton Historic District
-------------------------------------------------------  Message Contents -------------------------------------------------

An update on the Silverton Historic District project:

As you know, Dawn Bunyak, a volunteer, prepared an NHL 
nomination (boundary increase) of the Silverton NHL District 
to include the historic Mayflower Mill and other historic 
properties on the edge of town. Silverton has been trying 
for a long time to expand the district boundaries to 
include these properties (largely because they want the mill 
to be eligible to receive funds available through the 
Colorado Historical Society).

In your review comments, which we received early last month, 
you noted that the national context of the mill needed to be 
expanded, both in terms of significance and integrity. We 
agree that these areas should be expanded. However, this 
will be a substantial work load. Dawn consulted with 
several mine and mill experts in the course of this project, 
and is confident that the Mayflower is the only intact and 
operational mill of its era in the Rocky Mountain West. She 
also knows what other mills were operational during that 
time period. But, since there is so little literature on 
that era of mining/milling, the assessment of the integrity 
and significance of these other properties will require a 
substantial amount of travel and primary research. We've 
put this project in our future work plans. Dawn may or may 
not continue to work on this project as a volunteer, and 
it's unclear when we will have the wherewithal! to complete 
this project.

In the meantime, Silverton does not want to wait for the NHL 
nomination to be completed. Until it's listed on the 
National Register, they can't get funding for the mill's 
preservation. The longer they have to wait, the more the 
mill suffers. So, at their request. Dawn has revised the 
nomination to be an expanded National Register District. In 
discussions with the stae, they believe it clearly has 
at least statewide significance. With the exception of the 
expanded national context. Dawn made all of the other 
corrections that you noted. She also added some additional 
information that strengthened the significance statement.
The nomination will go to the Colorado State Review Board on 
November 22.

Although the ideal situation would be to wait until the 
national context is complete, we also felt that, by helping 
Silverton prepare a National Register nomination, we could 
best assist the town in preserving its historic resources.

Again, we appreciate your timely review of the draft 
nomination. Any questions, comments, or concerns, give me a 
call, (303) 969-2885. Also, I'll be at the National Trust 
conference in Chicago, and am hoping to attend the National 
Register conference. Hopefully, I'll see some of you there.
The folks from Silverton will also be there, since they'll



be receiving a National Trust Honor Award for their 
restoratin of the Silverton Town Hall.

Thanks,

Christine
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COIORADO
HISTORICAL

SOCIETY
The Colorado History Museum 1300 Broadway Denver, Colorado 80203-2137

July 30, 1997

Ms. Carol D. Shull
Keeper of the National Register
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service
U. S. Department of the Interior
P. O. Box 37127
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

:

RE: Silverton Historic District Boundary Increase (5SA59), reference # 97000247 

Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed please find corrections for the Silverton Historic District Boundary Increase which was 
approved by the Register on 4/3/97. We amended these pages after finding some errors in the 
numbering of the endnotes. Please replace the ones currently on file with these corrected pages.

If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to call our office at (303) 866-4684.

Sincerely,

Holly Wilson 
Historian

Enclosures
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

:'t. U ,'.^V .. •
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NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS
I. STATE

Colorado
3. NAME(S) OF SITE

Silverton

2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH” BEFORE THEME NO.

xy_JVestwaxd_E3SBajBgion, 1830 to I698” (Mining Frontier
of the Trans-Mississippi West) 4. APPROX. ACREAGE

Undetermined
5. EXACT LOCATION {Caanty, township, roads, etc. If diffiaiU to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet)

6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if different from owner)

Private o-wnership__________________________
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what makes site important and what remains are extant)

Silverton, Colorado, and the region surrounding it is one of the great silver- 
producing areas of the Trans-Mississippi West. This region betveen l882 and 1918 
along produced metals valued at more than 65 million dollars.

Silverton owes its greatest inqiortance in the early years to silver. In the 
early l870's, miners searched the region for gold hut no one found anything but silver. 
However, after they became convinced that silver was worth>rtiile, they started exten­
sive operations in the region which proved to be a virtual treasure house. Before 
the signing of the Brunot Treaty with the Utes in I873, a number of miners penetrated 
the region but many of them were run off, or killed by the Indians. In I871 and 
1872, while the treaty was being negotiated, miners worked their way over Stony Pass 
and began staking claims. By the end of 1873, nearly 4,000 claims had been recorded 
and most of the big mines had been discovered.

Mining began in earnest in the year 1874 and by the following year the entire 
region was full of men working. They built the towns of Howardsville, Eureka, 
Animas Forks, Mineral Point, and Silverton.

According to an official platt of the township, Silverton was officially 
organized as a town in September I874. The first newspaper was established in 
July 1875; the second appeared in I889. A Hook and ladder County was organized in 
1878. By 1879, Silverton had a population of about 3,000 people.

Churches played an iii5)ortant part in the history of early Silverton. In I878, 
the Congretational Church organized and erected its first church. The Catholics 
built a short time later, then the Methodists, and finally the Episcopalians.

(continued)
8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Gfee best sources: yive location of manuscripts and rare works)

Muriel S. Wolle, Staamede to Timberline; The Ghost Towns and Mining Cemps of 
Colorado (Boulder, 1949)

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NFS study, HABS, etc.)

10. PHOTOGRAPHS* II. CONDITION 12. PRESENT mx. (Museum, farm, etc.) 13. DATE OF VISIT
ATTACHED; YES S NoQ Oo.t’.n'hfsT* 1

14. NAME )3<Bf^RDER ISignatur'^ 15. TITLE 16. DATEHistorian npp. 19 195S
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED. ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)
U. 8. GOVERNMENT MINTING OFFICE 16-74016-1
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UNITED STATES
w^PARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET
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STATE NAME (S) OF SITE
'■

Colorado Silverton ’ "■ 't.." ''"rtv. . :'f

Much of the Silverton social life centered around the many fra.temal 
organizations which flourished diaring the iSdO's and 1890's. Aioong these were 
the Masons, the Order of the Eastern Star, the Woodmen of the World, Womaa of 
Woodcraft, Rathbone Sisters, Fraternal Order of Eagles, and the Silveirbon Miners 
Union which had a membership of 1,300 people. In 1889, the Silverton Jockey Club 
was organized.

The town was served by the railroad in 1882 when the Denver and Rio Grande 
Narrow Gauge Railroad extended its rails from Durango up Animas Canyon through the 
tortuous moimtains and along the ledges to Silverton. This provided a much needed 
outlet for the increasing mineral production of the entire district.

By 1897 half the mineral output was gold—silver, lead, and copper made up the 
rest of the metals produced in the immediate region.

The buildings in the town indicate that there was considerable prosperity there 
after I9OO. In I9IO, Silverton, which had a population of 2,153, was a railroad 
supply center ^ich served surrounding towns that annually produced over 2 million 
dollars worth of ore. The population in I950 is listed as 1,375*

A mamber of the significant structures have survived in Silverton. Eie most 
elaborate building in the town is the Daperial Hotel, originally called the Grand, 
which was built in 1882 by the Thon5>son Brothers, idio claimed it "the finest hotel 
on the western slope, except the La Veta, at Gunnison." The Congregational Church 
was built in I88I. The imposing Coiurt House was erected in 1907; the City Hall in
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS
1. STATE

Ctolore^
2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE “ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. XV WeStVard

Expansion 1830-1898 “Mining Frontier of the Traas" ■-i
3. NAME(S) OF SITE

Silverton-Telluride areas
Mississippi West) 4. APPROX. ACREAGE

Undetermined
5. EXACT LOCATION (County, township, roads, etc. If diffuutt to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet)

6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if different from owner)

Private ounership_________________________
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what makes site important and what remains are extant)

Silverton, Colorado, and the region surrounding it is one of the great 
eilvei>pr«ducing areas of the Trans-Mlssisslppl Vest. This region hetveen 1682 
and 1916 alone produced metals valued at more than 69 million dollars.

4

‘f

Silverton oves its greatest in^rtance in the early years to silver.
In the early l870*s, miners searched the region for gold hut no one found any­
thing hut silver. However, after they hecame convinced that silver was worth- 
'vdiile, they started extensive operations in the region vhich proved to he a 
virtual treasure house. Before the signing of the Brunot Treaty with the Utes 
in 1873, a niimher of miners penetrated the region hut many of them were run off, 
or killed hy the Indians. In I871 and I872, while the treaty was being negotiated, 
miners worked their way over Stony Pass and began staking claims. By the end of 
1873, nearly 4,000 claims had been recorded and most of the big mines had been 
discovered.

Mining began in earnest in the year 1874 and by the following year 
the entire region was fiill of men working. They built the towns of Howardsvllle, 
Eureka, Animas Forks, Mineral Point, and Silverton.

According to an official platt of the township, Silverton was officially 
organized as a town in September 1874. The first newspaper was established in 
July 187^; the second appeared in 1889. A Hook and Ladder Company was organized 
in 1878. By 1879, Silverton had a population of about 3,000 people.

Churches played an ingjortant part in the history of early Silverton. 
In 1878, the Congregational Church organized and erected its first church. The 
Catholics built a shoirt time later, then the Methodists, and finally the 
%iscopalians.

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Owe best sources; yive location of manuscripts and rare works)

Muriel S. WoUe, Staaroede to Timber line; The Ghost Towns and Mining Camps of 
Colorado (Bovader, 194-9),
(New York, 1941)

341-449; WPA, Colorado; Guide to the Highest State,

''' ;•

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NFS study, HABS, etc.)

10. PHOTOGRAPHS* 11. CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE(3fjMe!iin,/or7»,ete.) 13. DATE OF VISIT
ATTACHED: YES H NO □ October 1Q58

14. NAME gp-RECORDER (SignatWd) --------

------^------------------------- —-----

15. TITLE
Historian

16. DATE
March 8, i960

LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED. ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.
(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)

g. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 18—74018“1
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STATE

Colorado
NAME(S) OF SITE

Sllrertoa-fellorlde areas

I

Ifacb of the Silrertoa social life centered around the oany fraternal 
organizations idiieh flourished during the l680's and l890's. Anong these uere 
the Masons, the Order of the Bastem Star, the Woodaen of the World, Women of 
Woodcraft, jSathbone Sisters, Fraternal Order of Eagles, and the SllYerton Miners 

\diich had a mssibershlp of 1,300 people. In 1389, the Sllverton Jochey Club 
uas organized.

She toun uas served hy the railroad in lS82 idien the Denver and Rio 
Grande Narrov Gauge Railroad extended its rails from Durango 19 Animas Canyon 
through the tortuous mountains and along the ledges to Sllverton. Shis provided 
a much needed outlet for the Incznasing mineral production of the entire district.

By 1397 half the mineral output uas gold—silver, lead, and copper made 
the rest of the metals produced in the immediate region.

Bird Mine, near Ourhf. !^02, produced annually fromShe leading mine in the region is the 
'^Discovered in 1696, this mine, between 1896 and
$3^000,000 to $4,000,000 in gold and silver ore. In 1902 Walsh sold this mine 
to an aigllsh syndicate which cqE>«3rated it until I9II during which period it 
produced $18,000,000 in ore. •Bae mine is still being profitably operated. mSllverton was the center of a mining district which included the towns 
of Ironton, Guston, Ouray, Red Mountain Sbwn, Gladstone, Howardsvllle, Middleton, 
Eureka^ Animas Forks, and Rose*s Cabin.

She buildings in the town Indicate that there was considerable prosperity 
there after 19OO. In 191O, Sllverton, 'idilch had a population of 2,1^3, was a 
railroad supply center vHalcb. served surrounding towns that *»i»«Any produced over 
2 million dollars worth of ore. She population in 1950 is listed as 1,375.

A number of the significant structures have survived in Sllverton. She 
most elaborate b\illding la the town is the Dqperlal Hotel, originally called the 
Grand, which was built in l862 by the Shcmipson Brothers, who claimed it "the finest 
hotel on the western slope, except the Da Yeta, at Gunnison." She Congregational 
Church was built in l88l. She imposing Court House was erected in 1907; the City 
Hall in I908.

;;
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STATE NAME(S) OF SITE

Colorado Silreirtoa-Telltiride areas

Tellurlde, located sane 13 airline nlles fron Sllverton, vaa the center 
of another rery rich minlas district. Sooms of the toans near it ii|||is $an Niguel, 
Pandora, Vanadium, KLacerrllle, Anea, Ophlr, Matterhorn, Lizard He«i^, punton and 
Rico. By 1909, the Tellurlde district had produced nore than $60,000,000 in 
precious metals.

k :|$|||ggler, Alta, Liberty Bell, Tomboy, and Black Bear. At its peak in the early 
!^,^i6^‘s, h

First established as Columbia in I876, Telltirlde grev slovly in the 
decade of the idSO's. When Denver and Rio Grande Southern reached there in 
1S90 and ore could be shlppeuroll instead of by burro and uagon, Tellurlde boomed. 
4iaong the more famous producing mines in the vicinity at that time vere the

IsS'lir!
■s

V
Tellurlde had a population of 3,000; in I93O it numbered 1,101. iS'-i
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6. Description and Importance (cont’d) . . .

STATE
Colorado

NAMECS) OF SITE

Silverton-Telluride District

Historical Remains; Tlie Silverton-Telluride District encompasses and area 
of about ho square miles and includes such towns and mining can^js as Ouray, Chattanooga, 
Red Mountain, Guston, Ironton, Ophir, Old Ophlr, Eureka, Middleton, Animas Forks, 
Pandora, Vanaditna, and Placerville. Sllverton, a town with a population of 
approximately 800, retains much of its historical integrity. It would be the most 
suitable site for landmark status.
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THE maomL sxEcm op hxsidobijc sites and buildubs

Hie Minlne Frontier, Subthoae of Tame XV, 
Weetwerd Ei^amiioi imi Eictensioa of the 

miooea BoiaicLirles to the Baeifle, IS3O-IS98

Sllverton-TellTOriLde Mlaiag Mstoiet, Cologaao

This edleniuBi to the mSa/Vbane v^pcart, ThelOniAg Frontier, wss 
requestai hy the Comiltiag Con^ttee fca* the Survey at the tine 
it revieved the sta>theme report.

LoeatAon. Southuest Colorado

OwnBTshi^. Private and MumielpaO.

SiflBifictaTce. Silverton and TelXuride are the tm prlaeii^ 
tcwos in the San Juan 1»asin in southfireetem Colorado asd ihe center 
of a riA gold, silver, lead, and eogper niaiag district that 
played an iiqpo^’3t role in the story of vestera xoiaeral wealth 
and ecsQoaDie devaJoiBnent of the Bod^ Mountain area in the period 
1873-1!^. A few »f the zoiaes are still operatiiag. Of the many 
xalBi2kg ecBips and toms of this area, Silverton has the most 
Izi^ppeasive surviving buildiags of the ear;^ period.

Silverton is losa^ed at an elevation of 9j50S feet in a 
mount€da valley between the San Juan and the Ia FGLate Mountains 
where Mineral Cxe^ Joln^ the las Animas River. It is the county 
neat of San Junoi County. Its historic tie with the outside world 
has been the Duraaso-Sllvortm brandh of the Denm*, Rio Greaade & 
ybstesn Railroed, a 45-mlle ctreteh of narrow emi^ trade built in 
1882 between the t\io towns dong the gorge of the Las Aniuois River. 
Suraa^ is eOmost due south cf Silverton.

Silverton* s isqpartaace derives fircaa the great silver mines 
that were found in the region. Prc^peetors in the early l870*s 
searched thoe for gold but instead found silver. At first, 
many proapectors were Isill^ ly Ihe Ute Indians vho held this 
part of the country, and it wsd only aft^ the 1873 Brunot 
Treaiy with the Utes that it %rs safe to try to ef^^it the 
mlnercd. wealth of this remote nountain region. But during I87I 
and 1872, miners had abated ou". sway claims and by l^e end of 
1873, nearly 4,000 claims had been recorded and most at the big 
miMS had been discovered. By 1874, heavy niaiag operation 
were la progress and several tfams had sprung vp, indudlag 
Silverton, Mineral Point, Anirias Fork, Shrdsa, end Eomardsville. 
Stibsequently, other towns dotted the mounlain sides and little 
valleys, inclzzdlag Ouray, Ih^nton, GLadstcne, Red 14ouatain Thwn, 
Middled, and Bose's Cabin. By 1879» Silverton had a population 
of 3,000.



The iQost fmBom mine In the SllyeartoB area is the Cesiip Bird 
Mine near Oixrey* Meeovex^ la IS96, this xoiae paradueed antnaaily 
hetseoi $3,O0OjO0O-$4^00O,O0O la gold sad silver Aram I896 to 
190a. la the latter yeese, m Baglihh syndicate bou^t the xsdae 
aad opcorated it xmtil 1911; dtcriag vMeh tiiae it porodiieed 
4l3;000;000.ia poreelous zoetals. This miae is still beiag operated 
porantaiblcro Silverbea beesBie a aaonraw gauge railroad eeoter aad 
served the surroundiag nouateia area that for a long tln» produced 
ansually aibout $2;000;000 la cores.

Telluride is located at aa elevatioa of 8,9CK> feet ia a cup 
of gray graaite aouataias cibout 15 miles aorth of SHvertom. It 
vas fouaded ia IB76 as the tona of Cdlvatoia and grev only slovly 
duriag the 18^'s. ^After the aarrov gauge railroad built to it 
ia IB90, it be»ae aae of the busiest gold easips ia Colcarado aad 
i-to popcOatioa for a time readied 5*000. The T^uride gold 
produeiag regioB gave rise to other eaops asd tomiS; sudi as 
8n Migaelj Bradora; Vanadiuni; flacerville; Jtiam, Ophlr, 
ItBtterhorB; Lisasrd Head; DuatOB; aad Bico. The mere famous 
ffliaes vere the SmegLatj Alta; Liberty Bell; Tosdioy; aad the 

Bear. Brom IB82 to 1918; -the Silvertoa-Tellioride 
produeed more thaa $125*OC^*OCK> ia precious ores.

Coaditica of Si-te. After the^first decade of the 19(X>'s 
both Silvertoa and TeUoride dediaed ia miniag isportaaee aad 
pepdtatiom. Baadiiag aad the touz*iet buslaess aos are inportaat 
eeceenie resoiorees of the aregioa. In i960, Silvertoa had a 
perpulatioa of 822; TdLluride; 677< Silvertoa has -the moore 
inpressi-ve aurvlviag historic structures. Aooag these are -the 
Imperial Hotel; built la 1882 by -the Thonpsoa Brothers; vho 

thst it «as "-the fiaest hotel oa the «esta» slope; 
earaept -the La Veta; at OumLsoa." Owsr aotehle buildings at 
Sll/ertoa are -the gold-domed cofirthouae erected ia 1907* the 
Methodist Charbh erected ia I88I; end the Cl-ty Hall erected 
ia 1908.

Beecgmendgtion. Because of i-ts great oaieeDtrstiaB of 
miaaaral vaeath and the role it played ia the eocsBomic developmeat 
of -the Bodsy Mouataia regloa ^ of the Uoi-ted States; it is 
reconaoided that Sil-vertoa; «« the ceoter aad most isportaat 
of -the sdalag tota^ of -the r^d^* be evaluated posaessiag 
outstandlag si^iificaaee la caBmenoratiaag end lllustratiag -the 
history of -the Uuited States. This evaluatlca is enriched by 
-the lapressi-ve early structures; datiag £ram the period of its 
adaiag grea-taess; that survive ia -the -tami; aad -the Biaraago- 
Silvertea liarmr Gouge branch of -the Denver; Bio Gtreade & Westera 
Bailrsad that stiU operates over the track laid ia 1882. This 
is the last of -the Bodiy Mouataia aaxrotr gauge rallrosds still to 
operate and is a sole survivor of i-ts kind herking badk -to -the 
early period their kind smde possible the ^sploi-tatioos of 
the mineral eeelth of the zeno-te -uestera mouataia aregions.

"I
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The Naticmal Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings 

Silvertoa-Telluride Miaing District. Colorado

Silvearlioa and Telluride are the two principal towns in the 
San Juan basin in southwestern Colorado emd the center of a rich 
gold, silver, lead, and copper mining district that played an 
important role in the story of western mineral wealth and eccoiomic 
development of the Rocky Mountain area in the period 1873-1920.
A few of the mines are still operating. Of the many ming camps 
and toiiQ^is of this area, Silverton has the most iiepressive surviv­
ing buildini^ of the early period.

Prospectors found silver in the Silverton area in the early l870's 
and by the end of I873 nearly k,QOO claims had been staked out.
But it was only after the treaty in 187^ with the Ute Indiaas ybo 
controlled the region that it was safe for white men to enter it 
for mining purposes- It was in that year that boom development 
in the Silverton area bcgEin. The towns of Silverton, Mineral Point, 
Animas Fork, Eureka, and Homrderill* dotted the hillsides and 
little valleys. Later the mining towns of Ouray, Gladstone,
Red Mountain Town, Middleton, and Rose's Cabin sprang up in the 
vicinity, Telluride, located 15 miles north of Silvertoa, was 
fouisded two years later than the latter, in I876, and grew only 
slowly during the l880's, not. coming into its peak production 
until the narrow gauge railroad reached it in I890. 'mereafter it 
became one of the busiest gold mining camps in Co3.orado, and for 
a time had a population of 5,000. Other nearby gpld-pr^uclag 
camps in the Telluride area included Pandora, San Mig^ssl, Vanadi\aa, 
Placerville, Axaes, Ophir, Matterhorn, Lizard Head, Dunton, and 
Rico.

- .i

i
xi

SiarviviBg historic structures la Silverton are the Iiaperial Hotel, 
built in 1882, and claimed to be the finest hotel in the i^stem 
sloi>e, except for the la Veta at Gunnison; the Metiusdist Church, 
erected in 1^1; the gold-domed courthouse erects in 19GJ; and 
the City Hall erected la I908. The property is in oamieipal 
private ownership.

.‘1
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ir: REGISTRY OF MTIONAL HISTORIC lAlMRKS

BIENRIAL VISIT REPORT

Silverton, Colorado

Date: juiy lo, 1964

Visited by: jj, Mattison
Edwin C. Alberts

1. Location: San Jxian County, Colorado

2. Theme: XV—V/estward Expansion and Extension of the National
Boundaries, I83O-I898
Sub theme: "The Mining Frontier"

3, Owner:
a. 1961: City of Silverton

b. Present: ^7

rr New

h. Use
a. 1961: Mining town

b. Present: flT Same

Changed as follows:



REGISTRY OF MTIOML HISTORIC IAMMRK5 

BIEMHIAL VISIT REPORT

Silverton, Colorado

5. Physical condition

a. 1961: Good .3-
•I

h. Present: [J Excellent; Good; [J Fair; [J Poor

Conments: Owing to the popiilarity of the Rio Grande narrow-
guage railroad which operates between Durango and Silverton, this 
town has a heavy visitation during the summer months. Little change 
has taken place in the town since my visit in I962. The Landmark 
plaque has not yet been erected. However, the Mayor informed me that 
the Boy Scouts of the town would undertake its installation this 
summer as one of their special projects.
6. Special Problems; There appears to be no serious problems in 
preserving the historical buildings of Silverton at the present time. 
Since the mining industry in the region is not expanding, the town re­
mains quite stable; therefore, there is no pressxire on the part of ex­
panding business or industry to tear down the historic structures. Most 
of the citizens of Silverton regard the historic structures of the town 
as an asset and as tourist attractions.

7, Suggestions offered to the owner; i discussed the matter of the 
preservation of the historic buildings in Silverton with Mayor George 
Bingel. Mr. Bingel informed me that there were no serious problems 
relating to the preservation of historic Silverton.





■■"■ :■"- :-y ' .'

■:.f

fk'.;.
Is"'' -

f' ■:

:;^-'

r.." u ■-

sf ■■;■:>

i'.‘"

'■■t?

.»'■

■r ';v- ■■■ ';/ :,y::
GENERAL BACKGROUND

9. As gold, lead, and copper were discovered in the area the town 
continued to prosper, and, between 1882 and 1918 the district 
produced more than 65 million dollars in precious metals. Most 
of the big mining strikes were made between 1871 and 1873, by which 
time nearly 4,000 claims were recorded.

si

Large silver deposits sparked the establishment of neighboring 
towns such as Howardsville, Eureka, Animas Forks, and Mineral Point.

Town newspapers were started in 1875 and 1889, schools were built, 
and the Congregationalist church^as constructed in 1878, the same 
year in which a hook and ladder company was organized. Shortly 
thereafter. Catholic, Methodist and Episcopal churches were 
organized. Fraternal organizations flourished here, and Silverton 
boasted of such groups as the Masons, Eastern Star, Woodmen of 
the World, Women of Woodcraft, Rathbone Sisters, Eagles, and the 
1,300 member Miner's Union. A jockey club was organized in 1889.

■ ^V ■

■ _ ... 4
:

Construction of the Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad Line 
began in 1881, and service commenced in 1882. Soon thereafter 
the Silverton, Gladstone and Northerly Railroad came to the 
community (1889) , only to be followed in 1895 by the 
Silverton Northern Line.

Silverton prospered into the early 20th Century, with an annual 
ore produced in excess of 2 million dollars. After 1910 the mines began 
to decline, as did the population of the town. Recent new strikes 
have made Standard Metals the leading gold producer in the state.

- ■ - ^ .'i

OWNERSHIP

1, of Commerce in such activities. There appears to be two factions in 
Silverton, those who strongly support historic preservation and 
retention of the town's historic character, and those who feel 
threatened by such and believe that some ordinances already in effect 
are "unconstitutional" and impinge upon their rights.

' . '■ "I' ^'
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A. Does the present owner wish to change from "eligible" status 
to "registered" status? Yes XX No ___ •

CContinue on next page)
ill. CONDITION AND MAINTENANCE OF SITE

1. Condition includes any structures(s), grounds, furnishings, 
etc. that are a pact'of the landmark. Please check applicable box(s). 
(Cross out "no" as needed)

a, / / Condition of the site is excellent, signs of
regular maintenance.

b. fW Condition of the site is good, regular maintenance 
performed.

c. / / Condition of the site shows decline, no regular 
maintenance performed.

d. / / Condition of the site shows serious deterioration, 
no regular maintenance performed.

/e./ / /

f. I~1

Condition of the site threatens integrity of the 
landmark.

shows
signs of deterioration but the rest of the site is 
in good condition, no regular maintenance performed.
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2. If c, d, e, f, or g has been checked, please explain. |
Many individuals in the Town of Silverton have taken an active .interest in restoring and ; 
otherwise improving historic properties without the enforcement of ordinances,
a few have not. Of the latter are a small number of commercial enterprises located !
on Blair Street between 12th and 14th Streets. In general the Town and most of the 
sites specifically identified in the historic district are in good repair and are 
receiving maintenance.The owners of certain commercial and residential properties 
are very interested in having their holdings specifically identified as Jlegister Sites. j3. Measures that are being taken or planned to improve conditiorT
of site: Building and lot size ordinances have been placed in effect to help

preserve the visual integrity of the district. Signing ordinances have 
not yet been placed into effect.

An Archive and Research Center has been organized in Public Library building and
is run by the San Juan County Historical Society.

nnovation of Town Hall was started in 197.5. The interior has been finished 
d a grant from the National Park Service for exterior work is still in effect. The 

l:otal cost of rehabilitation will be about $20,000, shared equally by the National Park 
service and the Town of Silverton.
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IV. SITE INTEGRITY

part of1. Has there been any destruction or alteration of aii or 
the landmark? Yes XX No ___ . If yes, please explain:
Two significant residences were lost to fire in the last 12 - 16 months. One 
was built by a pioneer surveyer. It was a two story building with a hipped roof
and continuous 2 s'^ry bay window in front.

2. Have there been circumstances or events on the lands adjacent 
to the landmark that have resulted in serious impairment, diminishment, 
or destruction of landmark resources, character, and/or significance? 
Yes _^ No yy . If yes, please explain.
The town is trying to keep urban sprawl to a minimum and will not permit house 
trailers inside town limits.

I

3. Has there been an introduction of visual, audible, or atmospheric 
elements that are out of character with the property and its setting?
Yes Yv No ___ . If yes, please explain.The town still has some back-lighted
plastic signs, such as the ones on the Grand Imperial Hotel (see photo). In • 
addition much commercialism on Blair Street has resulted in a menagerie of 
sites and a substantial loss of visual integrity there. Standard Metals tailings
ponds are within 100 yards of town limits.

ik.f Have any other threats to the integrity of the site taken place? 
Yes yy No ___ . If yes, please explain.
Loss of railroad resources threatens the integrity and historic character of the 
district. The Denver Grande Western Railroad has placed emphasis on
facilities and services in Durango and has all but withdrawn from Silverton. 
Passengers are loaded and unloaded in the middle of 12th Street, nearly three 
blocks from the historic Silverton depot.

/5./ Are there any threats likely to occur in the future? Yes XX 
No . If yes, please explain:
While some concern for preservation matters is in evidence, and appears to 
have grass roots support, the town still has much to do in order to insure 
its western historic integrity. If it elects not to support an active and continuing 
program, commercialism and loss of integrity will, soon engulf the community.

/6./ Is there urgency regarding any of the threats? 
If yes, please explain:

No XX

7.
XX

Do any financial problems exist in maintaining the landmark?
No _. If yes, please describe.

Shops have out-of-stateIncome situation - miners who work here don't live here.
residence, tax collection sporadic, personal property tax income tax. (continue nextpage) ^



H-

■ ■s-'r

y... -

"f';

'^0‘

•:|SITE INTEGRITY . ,

, >/
Because of the town/county income situation, problems do exist with 
regard to maintenance of the town as an historic district. Miners

7.

who work for Standard Metals and other mining concerns live mostly 
outside of the state and there apparently is little control over 
regular inventory control for tax purposes. Personal property tax and 
income taxes, according to Mr. Nossaman are collected only sporadically. 
Money is not available for "extras", as Mr. Nossaman phrased it.
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8. Are there any special problems, or special problems that we 
can assist in solving? Yes yy No ___ . If yes, please explain.

Ordinance models, curatorial assistance in setting up collection 
and collection maintenance, building maintenance needs advice.

ACCEPTABILITY OF USE

1. How is the landmark used:

Residential property / / Mixed use /W

S.- . Commercial property / / Private property / A
Public property / /

2. Is present use of the site acceptable to maintenance of the 
landmark's integrity? Yes XX No ___ . If no, please describe unacceptable
uses.^^ith some exceptions such as the developments on Blair Street, and 

the loss of terminal facilities and services from the railroad.

3. Is the landmark Interpreted to the public via brochures.
signing or other means? Yes If yes, describe the nature
and accuracy of the interpretation.

The San Juan Women's Club and The San Juan County Historical Society have 
published a Walking Tour booklet for the town which sells for 10(f: 
in many establishments. The town has established two new billboards on 
the highway, about which residents feel both pro and con.

A. If a registered landmark, is the bronze plaque displayed? 
If no, explain.

Yes XX

5. Where is the landmark certificate located?
The certificate is framed and' hangs on the wall in the 
Silverton Town Clerk's Office.

P
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9. General Comments: . 4.'.
The community presently is somewhat divided in its attitudes regarding 
historic preservation, however, many property owners are concerned and 
are restoring sites through individual initiative.

The boundaries of the Historic District should remain co-terminus 
with those of the Town. As a corporate body, and in concert with the 
County, the Town needs to proceed with zoning and building codes 
which would strengthen the preservation of the districts integrity as 
an important late 19th Century mining center.

Mr. Noasaman has asked for and received information concerning the 
Tax Reform Act of 1976 and the Grants-in-aid Program. This visitor 
devoted considerable time explaining how such benefits can enhance the 
community and its attractiveness for all activities including 
commercial enterprise. Mr. Nossaman has also requested preservation 
advice on the Court House wall and porches as well as counsel on the 
curation of historical collections as soon as a responsible party can 
be named locally to care for them.

I believe there is growing interest and pride in the town and that 
some persons are definitely active and concerned about the Blair 
Street problem and their relationship with the railroad.

* SEE PHOTOGRAPHS AND APPENDICES

''4
' \-

■- /V'":

...... V.. '4
44^

?!

^£4

44#'' Jrln/uaXi/

*nsi'f-n-r*4a n-F V*i c\ “f-nT* ^

' 4--,

I' - ''I#^4 ., : ^ tT „c • £

Signa4ureof Visitor

g//4?7
Date

';4‘.' ^4.

'I
4

C''?
.,v

1

,y

.4
'4
1



IIP’"I! 1
syssssfssg

?Sg^OpS'gos
-■' |g|'|i§ss|5s»^cs^=p5S5-;i«I

¥lf!lllil!llliill!ii5}
l|ffji|p||ffi*!i!||

j I ■Imi 3

r- i« I
g H
® j

s

■-

The Hitchin' Post. This was the original M ' Carlo Saloon and 
ardlng House. At different tiroes, it in;®® ® S'- a*™S hall, part of a 

livery stable, a chile parlour and “a crib."*

30. The Old Arcade. This is one of the newer buildings on Blair St., 
probably built in the 1920’s. It has been at various times a pool hall, a 
saloon and a place of gambling.

31. Swanson’s Market. Now Silverton’s only grocery, it began as a saloon 
and rooming house. In 1941 Mary Dalla Swanson inherited the building 
which she and son Gerald continue to operate, making this the oldest 
continuously run family business in Silverton.

32. The Original City Hall. In Silverton’s early' days this building 
contained city offices on the second floor (which no longer exists) and the 
fire department before the present Town Hall was built in 1908. The city 
jail was in the rear of the building. Notice the carved hook and ladder 
over the door.

33. The Caboose Information. This caboose #17 Silverton R.R. was 
originally a Denver and Rio Grande caboose built in 1880’s.

34. Rocky Mountain Smoke House. The second floor of what was known 
as the Iron Horse has always been a rooming house. The first floor has 
been a saloon, a movie theater and a restaurant.
35.The Shady Lady Boutique. Built originally as a “Crib." This building 
was occupied by Mamie Murphy and Kate Starr for many years, but the 
most well-remembered Madam was Jew Fanny, considered by many as a 
good friend.

36. The Bent Elbow. Erected in 1906 and run as the Florence Saloon until 
1918. It was the Monte Carlo Mercantile in the ’50’s. The original Bent 
Elbow was next door but a 1968 midwinter fire destroyed the building.

37. D&RGW Depot. In continuous use from 1882 to 1966, the depot 
housed the offices of the Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad. In 
1969 it was donated to the San Juan County Historical Society and 
partial repairs were made in 1971. In the fall of 1975, the building was 
partially destroyed by a bomb blast. In 1976 it was rebuilt and is 
presently under lease to Sundance Publications, Ltd.

38. Christ of the Mines Shrine. The idea for a shrine came from the 
Catholic Men’s Club after a period in the 1950’s when the mining 
industry hit rock bottom. In the summer of 1968 work began on the 
project. The alcove is built entirely of native stone (stone used in the 
base was donated from the Old Fisher Brewery) and the statue, which 
weighs 12 tons, was carved from Carrara marble at Carrara, Italy, at a 
cost of $5,000 plus shipping charges. In only a matter of months after the 
shrine was completed; the American Tunnel, which is today Standard 
Metals, was opened.

Grateful acknowledgements for their help in the preparation and 
completion of this brochure go to Fenrick Sutherland, Terry Kerwin 
Stanna Meyers of the Silverton Public Library, the Silverton Standard 
and the Miner, members of the San Juan County Historical Society and 
the San Juan Woman’s Club and to the many unnamed residents of 
Silverton who no doubt have contributed information used herein.

^ TOWN Of SIIVERTON ^ 

Self Guided Walkiug Tour
104

"Bout-DER Mountain

eiev.

Welcome to Silverton, ’The Mining Town that Never 
Quit”.

You are walking at an elevation of 9310 feet, 
surrounded hy the majestic San Juan Mountains.
It was the treasures that lay beneath the mountains 

and not their beauty that drew courageous and 
venturous men here in the second half of the nineteenth 
century.

Once the business and social center for the 
surrounding mining area, Silverton shrank to its 
present diminutive size (800) as new counties were 
created and the mining activity diminished. However, 
mining still plays a large role in Silverton’s economy.

We hope that you enjoy this brief glance at 
Silverton’s colorful past.

Published by
The San Juan Woman’s Club 

and
’The San Juan County Historical Society
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San Juan County Courthouse. With its gol me clock tower, the 
Courthouse is an outstanding landmark of Silve. -on. Built in 1907 at a 
cost of $79,000, the county didn’t have to issue any bonds or raise taxes 
to pay for its building. This is one of the finest and best kept court 
houses in Colorado.

2. San Juan County Historical Society Museum. This building was 
originally the county jail, built in 1902 with sheriffs living quarters on 
the first floor. Little use was ever made of the jail and 
during the 1930’s it housed indigents. Vacant for over 25 years, it is now 
open to the public during the summer as a museum run by the San Juan 
County Historical Society.

3. Assay Office. This building is scheduled to be restored to its original 
state by its present owner. For many years it housed the two Root & 
Norton assayers who came to Silverton in 1900 but were forced to move 
to Durango in 1919 where assayers still operate under this well known

4. Silver Queen Mine Tour (The Wyman Building). Constructed with 
stone taken from the same quarry as the City Hall, this" building was 
erected by pioneer teamster Louis Wyman in 1902. He hand-carved the 
burro on the building’s nameplate above the corner. The structure once 
housed Hemphill & McCrimmon’s Dry Goods store, Gradens general 
merchandise store and the trucking business of Claude Deering, with 
second floor uses including a lodge hall, lawyer and dentist office and 
private apartments.

5. Old Town Jail. Not the oldest jail in the community, this wooden 
version was among the first, and was previously located behind the old 
City Hall and barn on Blair St. It was moved to Greene St. in an effort to 
preserve it.
6. Hardware Store and San Juan Milling Co. The building on the north 
has always been, through a succession of owners, a hardware store. It 
was constructed in 1909. The building on the south was built as a dry 
goods store. The owners of the two stores were good friends and so the 
buddings were budt alike, sharing a common wad.

7. Town Had. Started in 1908, the seat of Sdverton’s municipal 
government was finished in 1909, but not before a eoionade of four pdlars 
fell off the front and the project changed contractors. It was built at a 
cost of $14,550 of native stone from the Wyman quarry, and is presently 
undergoing restoration with assistance of a grant from the National Park 
Service.

8. The Pickle Barrel. One of the oldest commercial buddings in Sdverton, 
this structure was erected in 1878 as the Sherwin budding. Near the 
turn of the century, it became the Iron Mountain Saloon, and during 
prohibition it became an ice cream parlor, then a confectionary.

9. The Lemon ’Tree. This budding, known as the Posey & Wingate Bldg., 
was budt in 1879-80. It has housed a variety of business, including the 
first telephone exchange. The First National Bank was located on the 
corner untd 1930, when it closed after paying off aU depositors. The 
vault is stid inside. It was also used as a recreation had for almost 30 
years.

10. The Sdverton S lard and the Miner. 'This budding which no­
houses the local newt. ..per (see plaque) is of 1876 vintage. Among othi 
things, it is known to have been used as a watering hole (Koehlers) hnd a 
restaurant (The Texas Cafe). The Gordon jobber you see in the right 
window is a printing press and has been a fixture of the commercial shop 
since the founding of the Standard in 1889.
press.

11. Grand Imperial Hotel. Budt in 1882 by Thompson Bros, of England 
and originady caded The Grand, this budding has remained a hotel 
through a succession of owners. Its main floor has housed a variety of 
different businesses, from saloon to newspaper office, and the second 
floor once was used as the courthouse. A fine mahogany bar and mirrors 
grace the Cindy Lynn Lounge. A stranger staying at the hotel one night 
wrote the words to the famous song, “There’d be a Hot Time in the Old 
Town Tonight" after hearing the i^e of a colored porter coming in the 
side door saying “If I don’t find that coon, there’d be a hot time in this old 
town tonight.

12. City Barn. The present city barn was once the prosperous Doud’s 
Livery Stable. Originady built as a two story budding with wagons and 
buggies kept downstairs and horses upstairs. Miners needing a ride into 
their claim would rent a horse for $2. After reaching their claim, they’d 
let the horse go and it would walk back to town and up the ramp to its 
stall.

13. French Bakery and Teller House. First named the Fisher budding 
after its budder, Charles Fisher, this structure became the Teder House, 
a rooming house with a series of saloons on the ground floor, including 
the Frog and The Office. In 1916 it was bought and converted into the 
French Bakery and existed as a grocery store into the 1970’s.

14. The Miller’s Wheel. Budt in the 1890’s, it housed the famous Chicago 
Saloon at the turn of the century. It was thought more respectable than 
Blair Street taverns but made its own liquor during prohibition.

15. Benson Hotel. Budt in 1895, at one time it housed the County Club 
Saloon (the name is stid visible at the top of the budding). It later housed 
the Vienna Cafe untd 1921 when the budding was sold to the grandfather 
of the present owner. It is presently a residential hotel and gift shop.

16. The San Juan Museum of IVIining History. Begun as the Circle Stage 
Company, this budding was a stage stop for the Red Mountain to 
Silverton route - a six hour trip. It originady was four separate 
buddings, including three saloons. The fourth budding was operated as a 
Chinese Restaurant untd the Chinese were run out of town in 1906.

17. The San Juan Bar. Originady the Sdverton Meat & Produce Co. with 
the Woodsmen of the World Lodge using the second story for their 
meetings. Later a bowling adey was budt on the main floor.

18. The American Legion Had. Originady the Miners Union Had, this 
budding housed a variety of unions and lodges. A community dance had, 
located on the second floor, is stid used. The main floor has housed 
several businesses including a funeral parlor and a furniture store. The 
budding now belongs to the American Legion Post #14 and houses a bar 
and a meeting had.

F The First Congregational Church of Sdvertor This church was 
i dished in 1876 and formady organized on Nov er 24, 1878. The 
cornerstone of the present budding was' laid on August 20, 1880 (the 
steeple being added in 1885) making it the oldest Congregational Church 
structure in Colorado stid holding services. In 1961 the name was 
changed to the United Church of Sdverton.

20. St. Patrick’s Cathode Church. Budt in 1904 this church replaced a 
wooden structure located on lower Reese Street.

21. The Baptist Church. The present budding was budt in 1898 as St. ' 
John’s Episcopal Church. The church closed in the early 1920’s. The 
budding was purchased in the 1950’s by the Four Square Church. It was 
sold to the Southern Baptist Church in 1970. The belfry was originady 
on the Eureka schooi house. The log addition was budt in August, 1973.

22. Sdverton Pubdc Library. A Carnegie funded institution, this budding 
was budt in 1905 at a cost of $10,000. The interior furnishings of the ■ • 
library are mostly original. The lower level, once a men’s club room, ) 
presently serves as a place for the Historical Society archives.

23. Sdverton School. The present school, housing grades K-12, was budt 
in 1911. Before then an elaborate Victorian two-story frame structure 
next to the present budding served as the school.

24. The Masonic Had. The Masonic Lodge #33 AF & AM was chartered in 
1878. They moved into this budding in 1888 and have been meeting here 
ever since. This budding occupied only the front portion of the lot untd 
1900 when it was extended to the adey. Over the years the first floor has 
housed various businesses including a newspaper office, doctor’s'office, 
mortuary and apartments.

25. Miners Union Hospital. On the site of the present County Hospital, 
Francis Snowden budt the first house in the town of Sdverton in 1874. In 
1907 the Miner’s Union budt the hospital. Ad the men in the union 
donated a shift or two at the mine to work on the budding. In 1939 it 
became the property of San Juan County and was used as a hospital untd 
about 1955.

26. The Crewel Elephant. Budt circa 1900 as a tmttling works in which ad 
types of beverages were bottled. In recent years it was owned by the 
Baptist Church which held services there untd 1969 when it was sold to 
its present owner.

27. Zhivagos. When originady budt in 1874, the first floor of what is now
Zhivago’s Restaurant, was a saloon and the second floor was a boarding 
house for miners, being reached by the outside staircase. During the 
Prohibition era, a stid was located in the cabin behind and the products 
stored behind the false wad in the basement. '

28. General Store & Candelshop. Once a combination residence, grocery 
and shoe store. There were three cows kept in the barn, producing the 
mdk sold at the store. The barn has evidence of the stdl that operated 
there during Prohibition. This budding and the Little Shop next door 
have false fronts put there by the movie company when filming on Blair 1 
Street.
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-------------Mountains/Plains*
O esidents of Boulder and Silverton, 
J-VColo., didn’t have much to be 
thankful for last TTianksgiving. In Boul- 

flder, the 110-year-old Walker Ranch 
House burned to the ground during the 
gate’s worst b&zard in recent memoiy. , 
Heavy winds and snow-covered roads I 
made it impossible for fire trucks to i 
reach the scene. In Silverton, during the [ 
same storm, residents nearly lost their ' 
beloved National Historic Landmark;: ' 
town haU, which was gutted by fire. Sub-l 
zero temperatures hampered the fire­
fighting effort. Constructed of native 
rose-colored sandstone in 1908, the two- 
story neoclassical haU was built in the 
town’s heyday when the silver- and gold- 

|mining industries were flourishing. Now 
workers are trying to salvage what’s left 
of the original woodwork, fixtures, and 
furmture, much of which had just been | 
restored in early 1992. In an ironic twist 
to the story, investigators believe the fire 
started in a special heating system de­
signed to keep snow from accumulating 
on the roof. But preservationist JgeverJjj

Rich and others haven’t |i^^  ̂
Already the town is working on an engfc 
neering study to stabilize the building 
cover It with a temporary roof, and coL 
tect money to restore the town hall to its 
original concfition. Most of the restora­
tion work will be delayed for a few 
months because the building is encased 
in ice and is not likely to thaw until
spnng.
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