


7. Description
Condition
___excellent
-XXgood

fair

. deteriorated 

. ruins 

.unexposed

Check one
___ unaltered
-XX altered

Check one
XX original site 
___ moved date

N/A

Describe the present and originai (if known) physicai appearance

The Civic Center Financial District consists of 5 architecturally sig­
nificant buildings constructed between 1905 and 1928, grouped at the 
intersection of East Colorado Boulevard and Marengo Avenue. The eight- 
story Security Pacific Building (southeast corner) and the seven-story 
Citizens Bank Building (northeast corner) anchor the district. Extending 
east and north from the Citizens Building are 3 two-story structures:

" _ the MacArthur, Mutual, and Crown Buildings
on North Marengo. Several adjacent buildings beyond these to the east and 
north are omitted; although comparable in scale and use, they are archi­
tecturally undistinguished. Beyond these excluded buildings are the YWCA 
and the main Post Office, both part of the National Register Civic Center 
Historic District. On the remaining sides, the Civic Center Financial 
District is surrounded by new construction. To the west are block-long 
office structures, while a shopping mall extends south and east from the 
Security Pacific Building.

Architecturally, the District includes Neo-Classical, Second Renaissance 
Revival, ^d-^Beaux-Arts buildings. Despite alteration
to storefronts and rhe Security Pacific banking room, the district retains 
its architectural integrity. Attention has also been devoted to preserving 
interior spaces: the Citizens Building banking room and corridors of the 
office floors remain intact;

. and skylights, used in several
buildings, are combined with elements such as staircases and pressed metal
(Mutual Building). The work of several noted architects is displayed in
the District, including Curlett and Beelman of Los Angeles, along with 
Leon C4.Brockway of Pasadena,

1. Security Pacific Building
230-234 East Colorado Blvd.

Historic Name: 
Date:
Architect:

Pacific Southwest Building 
1924
Curlett and Beelman

Acreage: 0.5
Verbal Description:
book 5722/page 25/parcel 25

Eight-story Second Renaissance Revival bank and office building. Two- 
story high design of main banking room reflected on exterior in round- 
headed windows, separated by Composite pilasters on dual north and west 
facades. Arcaded entrance loggia of square piers with Composite capitals 
on Colorado Blvd. (north facade), topped by entablature. First story 
of facades are terra-cotta in imitation of pink granite. Renaissance
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1. Security Pacific Building 
230-34 East Colorado Blvd.

Cahuenga Associates 
707 Wilshire Blvd. #5400 
Los Angeles, CA 90017

2. Citizens Bank Building 
225 East Colorado Blvd. 
18 North Marengo Ave.

Citizens Commercial Trust and 
Savings Bank of Pasadena 
18 North Marengo Ave. 
Pasadena, CA 91101

3. MacArthur Building 
24-26 North Marengo Ave.

Nicolas and Mountaha Jaidar 
4452 Hobbs Drive 
La Canada, CA 91011

Mutual Building
28-30 North Marengo Avenue

Howard J. Wooton 
30 North Marengo Avenue 
Pasadena, CA 91101

Crown Building
32-38 North Marengo Avenue

Howard J and Paul L. Wooton 
30 North Marengo Avenue 
Pasadena, CA 91101
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detailing includes rustication, consoles, marble door enframements with 
entablature, rondelles, cartouches, twisted columns, and ornamented 
friezes. Entrance corridor to upper stories, at northeast corner, 
panelled in marble and contains painted, plaster Florentine ceiling.

U-shape seven-story office portion of building, facing west, of variegated 
tan brick. Double hung sash windows remain only on sixth and seventh 
floors. Balcony at fifth floor center of north facade. Terra-cotta 
corner pilasters end in entablature below attic story. Ornamented terra­
cotta panels between attic story windows, along with bold bracketed cor­
nice. Penthouse on east portion of roof repeats materials and design 
motifs of building. Exterior alterations include ground floor awnings, 
addition of walk-up banking window on ground floor south elevation, and 
use of easternmost round-headed window on south elevation as entrance to 
Marengo Ave. pedestrian bridge of the Plaza Pasadena shopping mall.

On interior of rectangular banking room, wooden wall panelling, as well 
as marble flooring and trim, remain. Original painted ceiling and four 
stained glass skylights now covered.

Citizens Bank Building
225 East Colorado Blvd./18 North Marengo Ave.

Historic Name: 
Date:
Architect:

Citizens Savings Building 
1914
John Parkinson and 

Edwin Bergstrom

Acreage: 0.2
Verbal Description:
book 5723/page 26/parcel 15

Neo-Classical seven-story bank and office structure, with dual south and 
west facades. Richly ornamented first story faced in cream terra-cotta. 
Doric pilasters with ornamented recessed shafts located between large, 
almost square, plate glass windows and topped by entablature. Simple, 
marble, trabeated entrance on Colorado Blvd. (south facade), with doorway 
surrounded by Doric pilasters, sidelights, and transom. Entrance to upper 
stories, on Marengo Ave. (west facade), intricate terra-cotta, having 
Composite pilasters, flanking richly molded elliptical arch doorway, sup­
porting ornate entablature.

. &
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Six-story office portion of building of light gray stone, containing single-light, 
double hung, sash windows. Attic story has "bundled rod" molding below windows 
and raised field panels between windows. Building surmounted by bold bracketed 
cornice with classical moldings and cresting of alternating swags and shields.
Square metal clock (erected 1926, restored 1980) overhanging sidewalk at south­
west corner of structure. Ground floor awnings added 1939.

Interior of building virtually intact. Main banking room retains mosaic tile floor, 
chamfered piers, and marble and brass trim; acoustical tile and fluorescent light 
fixtures added to large, square, recessed ceiling panels. Marble wainscot, and 
wooden trabeated office entrances with cast glass sidelights, transom, and door 
glass.
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3. MacArthur Building 
24-26 North Marengo Ave.

Historic Name: 

Date:
Architect:

Equitable Savings and 
Loan Association 
1926
Benjamin G. Horton

Acreage: 0.07
Verbal Description:
book 5723/page 26/parcel 20

Neo-classical,two-story, brick structure with beige terra-cotta facade, 
originally used as a bank and offices. Temple-like design of two-story 
engaged Ionic columns and Doric corner pilasters flanking central doorway 
containing transom and entablature. Entablature across facade above 
second story topped by roof parapet with projecting pediment. Single­
light, double-hung, sash windows on second floor. Doorway to upper story 
on north side of first floor. Two skylights. South wall (facing Brainard 
Alley) has tripartite windows with massive stone lintels and sills. 
Noticeable exfoliation of terra-cotta in facade parapet.

4. Mutual Building
28-30 North Marengo Ave.

Historic Name: 
Date:
Architect:

Wolfangle Building
1905,1909
W. B. Edwards

Acreage: 0.04
Verbal Description:
book 5723/page 26/parcel 21

Two-story office building of buff brick in stretcher bond pattern.
Altered first floor of wood and stucco with square post and recessed 
entryway. Northern section consists of windows in various pane sizes 
and doorway at angle to street. Southern section contains wooden double 
doors to upper story, each with large, oval, beveled light. Alternating 
sections of plate glass and glass block across first story of facade 
obscured from view by awnings. Second floor contains double-hung windows, 
four panes in upper sash and one in lower, along with corbelled brickwork 
below sill. Rectangular recessed panel extends across facade near roof­
line. Interior of second floor retains original pressed metal ceilings 
and woodwork surrounding doors and windows. One skylight.
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5. Crown Building
32-38 North Marengo Ave.

Historic Name:

Date and Architect:

Crown Building - 
Loan Association 
1907;C. F. Driscoll 
1928:Leon C. Brockway

Acreage: 0.15
Verbal Description:
book 5723/page 26/parcel 22

A two-story brick building constructed in 1907, altered to a terra-cotta 
facade in 1928. Ornate Beaux Arts second story in symmetrical composition. 
Wall surface of cream terra-cotta, with row of four over four sash windows. 
Tan terra-cotta paired pilasters separating each window, located between 
continuous lintel and sill. Wall plane of each end bay projects slightly, 
with pilasters extending down to a mid-cornice above the first floor, 
creating a visual terminus for the design. Parapet roof, with ornate 
cornice just below roofline, topped by coping above end bays and center 
section of anthemion cresting. Medium blue terra-cotta accents in 
pilasters, cornices, and plaques above end second floor windows. Seven 
skylights. Stairway at second floor level surrounded by columns.

NOTE: Rear of Mutual and Crown Buildings joined by wooden deck at
second floor level, with access from buildings and connected to ground 
by matching wooden stairway. Buildings share similar appearance, with 
brick rear walls laid in American bond and comparable fenestration topped 
by arched rows of header bricks.

1



8. Significance
Pariod Araas of Significance—Chock and Justify beiow

prehistoric

1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699
1700-1799
1800-1899

. archeology-prehistoric 

. archeology-historic
. community planning 
. conservation

JJX1900-

___ agriculture
XX architecture 
___ art
XX commerce 
___ communications

. economics 

. education 

. engineering 

. exploration/settlement 

. industry 

. Invention

. landscape architecture. 

. law

. literature 

. military 

. music 

. philosophy 

. politics/government

. religion 

. science

. sculpture 

. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify)

Specific dates 1905-1928 Buiider/Architect multiple
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The significance of the Civic Center Financial District is two-fold: as a 
group reflecting the early twentieth century development of Pasadena, 
particularly the 1920's, and as individual structures exhibiting high- 
quality architectural designs.

The original commercial center of Pasadena in the late-nineteenth century, 
known today as Old Pasadena, was located between one-third and one-half 
mile west of the District. Gradually this area expanded eastward along 
Colorado Boulevard toward Marengo Avenue. Two of the three North Marengo 
Avenue buildings in the District, the Mutual and Crown Buildings, were 
constructed between 1905 and 1909. Growth in this area was stimulated 
from 1915 through the early 1930's by the construction, to the east and 
north of the District, of eleven of twelve buildings within what is now 
the National Register Civic Center Historic District, including City Hall, 
Public Library, Public Auditorium, and Post Office. The prestige and 
beauty of this example of the City Beautiful movement attracted other 
institutions to the immediate area, such as banks, and developed into an 
important office and retail locale. The commitment to upholding an 
image is evidenced in the Civic Center Financial District by the use of 
classical architectural vocabulary to lend substance, prestige, and a 
link to the Civic Center institutions, as well as the awarding of 
commissions to leading Los Angeles and Pasadena architects.

The focal point is the Security Pacific Building, judged "one of the best 
examples remaining in Pasadena of bank architecture . . . and the major 
building of the cluster of financial institutions which grew up at Marengo 
and Colorado in the 1920’s."^ Combined with the Citizens Bank Building, 

these two structures situated at the crest of a rise have visually com­
manded this site for over half-a-cer.tury, forming the "gateway to the 
Civic Center."^ Additionally, the 3 structures extending along North 

Marengo and Colorado, similar to their larger counterparts in materials 
and range of color, form an important adjunct. Their size illustrates 
another facet of the Civic Center area, that amidst the monumental 

structures, small buildings such as these make "a positive contribution



9. Major Bibliographical References__________ ,
Beaton, Mary. "A New Bank Building by Curlett and Beelman." California 

Southland. January, 1925.
Pasadena Star-News. 20 October 1928 (item on 231-243 E. Colorado Blvd.). 
Pasadena's Architectural and Historical Inventory. Urban Conservation Sec- 

tion of the Dept, of Housing and Community Development. 1979.
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Verbal boundary description and justification
See continuation Sheet #7

■s,rrxp’-‘ions

List all states and counties for properties overiapping state or county boundaries
state N/A_____________ code__________county_____ n/A code

state N/A code county n/a code

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Richard J. Sicha Research Assistant
organization Pasadena Heri tage date 1R August 1981

street & number 54 West Colorado Blvd. telephone 213/793-0617

city or town Pasadena state California 91105

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

___ national ___ state XX_ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.
State Historic Preservation Officer signature I

title State Historic Preservation Officer date 9-29-82
For HCRS use only

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

Entered in tKa 
-----------National Eeglstetf

I nereoy cenny inai inis f 

/^rCedSer of the Natlortal Regisl
date

«^TMCe^r of the National Register 

Attest: ,
■fife.

date

■yr

Chief of Registration

GPO q:w R3S
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... by virtue of the quality and scale" of their architecture.^

The Civic Center Financial District merits recognition and protection 
due to its role as a significant link in Pasadena between the Civic 
Center development, evolution of downtown, and trends in local architec­
tural history.

^Pasadena's Architectural and Historical Inventory. 230-234 East 
Colorado Blvd. file. 1979

^Pasadena's Architectural and Historical Inventory. 225 East Colorado 

Blvd. file. 1979
^Pasadena's Architectural and Historical Inventory. 24-26 North 

Marengo Ave. file. 1979

All materials located in the Urban Conservation Section of the Department 
of Housing and Community Development of the City of Pasadena.

f
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Geographical Data - Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning at the northeast comer of Lot 17» Skillen and Stratton's Subdivision, 
then south along the west line of the alley, Stratton Place, to Brainard Alley, 
then west on Brainard Alley to the northeast corner of Lot 1, Skillen and 
Stratton's Subdivision, then south along the lot line to the southeast corner of 
that lotj^ then across East Colorado Boulevard in a southeasterly direction to a 
point on the south line of East Colorado Boulevard IO5.5 feet east of the east line 
of Marengo Avenue, then south I66 feet 2 inches, then west 105.5 feet to the east 
line of Marengo Avenue, then north along the east line of Marengo crossing Colorado 
Boulevard to the southwest corner of Lot 1, Skillen and Stratton's Subdivision, 
then north along the east line of Marengo Avenue, crossing Brainard Alley to the 
north line of Lot 17, Skillen and Stratton's Subdivision, then east to the beginning.

This boundary is drawn to include only those buildings listed in the nomination, 
plus those portions of streets and alleys located between the buildings and those 
vacant lot portions belonging to the building parcels.

Adjusted acreage (not including public streets and alleys): .96 acres.
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Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date. Phone: 202 272 -3504

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet































Roy L. Coats 
President

Colorado-Catallna Office 
1010 East Colorado Boulevard 
Pasadena, California 91106 
Telephone: 213 795 3000

Citizens Bank
RECEIVED 

APR 2 0 1982

OHP

April 14, 1982

Dr. Knox Mellon
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Office of Historic Preservation 
Post Office Box 2390 
Sacramento, California 95811

Dear Dr. Mellon:

Re: State Historical Resources Application
Hearing on May 7, 1982

This is in response to your letter of March 4, 1982, addressed 
to Citizens Commercial Trust and Savings Bank of Pasadena,
18 North Marengo Avenue, Pasadena, California 91101, concerning 
the above referenced hearing.

At this time, we are submitting our notarized objection to 
having our property as a part of the proposed Civic Center 
Financial^ District under consideration for nomination to the 
Natibnar Register of Historic Places.

We further understand that this objection may be removed in 
the future if we determine it to be desirable.

Sincerely,

CITIZENS COMMERCIAL TRUST AND SAVINGS 
BANK OF PASADENA

Roy I^Coats, President

RLC:m
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I COUNTY oF_j£s_Angeles

^ «fd Stafe,
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*’'®f for official
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ECURITY 

OMPANY
CALIFORNIA CORPORATION

received

V 1982
OHP

>\rR 2 *
DEEDS OF TRUST 
CONTRACTS & NOTES 
INTERIM FINANCING

P 30 NORTH MARENGO AVENUE * PASADENA, CALIFORNIA 91101 * PHONES: (213) 795^9595/

April 23, 1982

Dr. Knox Mellon, State Historic Preservation Officer 
Office of Historic Preservation 
Post Office Box 2390
^arrampnl-n. OA QSR11____________________________ _

Re: State Historical Resources Commision Application
Civic Center Financial District
Intersection E. Colorado and Marengo Ave. Pasadena 
Hearing May 7, 1982

Dear Dr. Mellon:

We have received a letter dated March 4, 1982 from the office of Historic 
Preservation concerning nomination of our property to the National Register of 
Historic Places.

This is to certify that Howard Wooton and myself, Paul Wooton are the owners 
of the property located at 28-30 North Marengo Ave. and 32-38 North Marengo 
Ave. Pasadena CA. We have chosen to object to the listing of our property 
and the listing of the district in which it is located to the National 
Register.

We have reviewed the advantages and disadvantages to the listing of our property 
and are concerned with the potential impact to our legal and financial interest.

Yours truly,

/Ult,
Paul Wooton

Notorization

OFFICIAL SEAL 
SALLY BRYAN-DAHLGREN
NOTARY PUBLIC - CALIFORNIA

LOS ANGELES COUNTY i; 
My comm, expires APR 8, 1985 '



STATE OF CALIFORNIA—THE RESOURCES AGENCY EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Govtrnor

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
POST OFFICE BOX 2390 
SACRAALENTO, CALIFORNIA 96811 m

September 28, 1982

Mr. Jerry Rogers, Keeper
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior
440 G Street, NW
Washington, IXD 20243

Dear Mr. Rogers:

We submit the Civic Center Financial District for nomination to the National 
Register of Historic Places. This property is located in Pasadena, Los 
Angeles County, California. This is a district nomination, and all notifica­
tion procedures were followed. Property owners were given the opportunity to 
comment. The owners of two buildings objected, but these constituted less 
than 50^ of the total. Copies of the notarized letters are enclosed.

Sincerely,

Dr. Knox Mellon
State Historic Preservation Officer


