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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Susana ^^chado Bernard House is a three-story plus full basement building of 
Cespe Stone at finish grade level with sandstone facing to first floor window sills, 
wood frame and stucco above the sills to the roof which is tile. The building is 
85' deep by 73' wide with two circular turrets from the basement to the roof, three 
single stack chimneys with five flues in one stack and two flues in the other. The 
third stack has four flues. There are four bays from the basement to the roof.
There are four dormers in the roof, three with decorative finials. Four entrances 
to the building, mam floor, and two basement entrances. The main entrance has mosaic 
grape design tile with matching carved oak around the doors. The first floor has 
birdseye maple trim in the drawing room, with hand carved birdseye maple fireplace 
with onyx facing still intact. The oval dining room is of quarter sawn white oak 
paneling intact. The library has a hand carved oak fireplace intact. The den is 
an octagonally shaped room vri.th the same oak paneling intact. The second and third 
floors are of Oregon pine and still intact.

The Carriage House Barn is a two story building of \Tood frame and stucco construction. 
The roof is tile. Forty-three feet T,dde by thirty-six feet deep, in the form of an 
ell, it incorporates a bay enclosing a circular staircase. The first floor has one 
large room, two smaller rooms, a hall, and a small bathroom. The upper story has a 
hay loft and two small rooms.

ALTERATIONS! (Main House) Railing on East balcony has been replaced, date unknown. 
(Photo, circa 1915. shows original railing to be restored.) Butler's pantry was 
altered to enclose two small toi].et rooms for rest home use. No serious structural 
damage. The kitchen sink & drainboard were replaced by stainless steel of poor 
quality. The bathtubs & toilets have been taken out of the basement and attic.
The leaded glass was stolen in June, 197?.. Some of the 96" doors are missing.
Much of the original decorative exterior staff is missing or needs replacing.

(Carriage Barn) The partitions, bath fixtures, wall covering and floor coverings 
are of poor quality and should be replaced. The exterior is intact. '

(The neighborhood is of mixed retail, office, and rest homes, plus many two story 
homes. They are all fairly,well kent up.)
Both structures show exterior weathering. The exposed wood needs revitalizing 
and all wall surfaces need new covering.

PRESERVATION GItANT FUNDING & TAX BENEFITS WILL BE APPLIED FOR.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

ARCHITECTURE: The Susana Machado Bernard House is ..significant as one of three
known Art Nouveau Gothic mansions remaining in the Los Angeles area, and the only- 
known remaining residence designed by John Parkinson, a distinguished early Los 
Angeles architect who designed the Memorial Colliseum and inumerable commercial 
buildings as well as an associate architect for Los Angeles City Hall and Union Station. 
The house and barn are fine examples of master craftsmanship and de-tailing. The 
house and barn retain almost all of their original fabric and character.Both 
structures have been declared Los Angeles Historic Cultural Monument f 208.

The original owner, Mrs. Susana Machado Bernard was born 
on February 8, 1839 in Los Angeles. She married Jean Bernard, a wealthy Swiss-French 
businessman on November 2?, 1865 in Los Angeles. They had eleven children. Mr.
Bernard died in 1889. Mrs. Bernard built the home in 1901-02 and lived in it until 
her death in 190?. The home remained in the Bernard family until 1962.

(From "The Machados & Rancho La Ballona" by Sister I'&ry Ste. Therese wdttenburg, SND.) 
"Susana Machado Bernard would be considered landed gentry as her father was Augustin 
Machado who, in 1820-21 laid claim, with his brother Ignacio and the brothers 
Talamantes to a 14,000 acre Spanish land grant called Rancho La Ballona on what is 
now Marina Del Rey, Playa Del Rey, and parts of Culver City. Augustin’s father was 
Jose Manuel Machado who travelled from Sinaloa state in Mexico in 1781 under the 
command of Baja governor Don Fernando Rivera, who led an expedition to found the 
pueblo Nuestra Senora La Reina de Los Angeles. The expidition arrived at the 
Mission San Gabriel in the s-ummer of 1781 and the pueblo of Los Angeles was fo-unded 
on September 4, 1781.

f
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA—THE RESOURCES AGENCY EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Governor

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 
POST OFFICE BOX 2390 
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95811

(916) 445-8006

BUL 1 8 1979

Mr. Charles Herrington 
Acting Keeper of the Register 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department of the Interior
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
440 "G" Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Herrington:

We submit the Susana Machado Bernard House & Barn for nomination to 
the National Register of Historic Places. The nomination is located 
in Los Angeles County and is in the 24th California Congressional 
District.

Sincerely,

Dr. Knox Mellon
State Historic Preservation Officer
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DISTRICT OFFICE 
5220 WEST Washington blvd. 

937-7515

August 14, 1979

Keeper of the National Register 
U. S. National Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Sir:

I am vnriting concerning your current consideration of 
designating the Susana Machado Bernard House and Barn as 
a National HistoFld "Pla“e. ------------ -—- -----

This beautiful structure, in the district I represent on 
the Los Angeles City Council, is a local historic monument 
Not only was it originally built by a family with deep 
roots in California's history, its architect was the same 
person who designed our City Hall.

Our inner-city area in Los Angeles has many beautiful and 
stunning structures, which we unfortunately lose as the 
years go by. I wish to offer you every encouragement to 
approve the Susana Machado Bernard House and Barn as a 
Historic Place. Please feel free to contact me if there 
is anything further I may do or any more information I 
may assist you in obtaining regarding this property.
Sincerely your s,

UNNTNGHAMV
Councilman, Tenth istrict

DC:LSW/sbs
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State Historic Preservation Officer 
Dr. Knox Mellon
Office of Historic Preservation 
Department of Parks & Recreation 
P.O. Box 2390
Sacramento, California 95811

NR Byers/bjr 9/7/79

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.


