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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A twelve story reinforced concrete Beaux Arts bank and office structure, the Guaranty
Building is located on the corner of Ivar Street and Hollywood Boulevard. The build-
ing has basic Neo-Renaissance and Classical Revival characteristics with tripartite
divisions, the top and bottom sections mirroring one another. These sections are
sheathed in terra cotta and grey granite;the remaining body of the building is faced
with light colored brick. The plan of the building is rectangular and the massive
block created by the twelve story building towers above surrounding structures. A
steel and neon Bank of America sign crowns the top cornice of the building.

The first two floors on the Hollywood Boulevard elevation are tied together by two
massive Corinthian engaged columns at the recessed entrance bay, and are flanked on
either side with two rectangular piers on block bases topped with modified Corinthian
capitals. An egg and dart design adds decoration around the doors and on the second
story molding. A classic cornice serves as a stringcourse at the top of the third
story.

The fourth to tenth floor is treatéd as one unit, the central part of the architectural
design. Within this central unit exist three horizontal divisions; a central bay pro-
jects forward set against slightly recessed side bays. These divisions are further
defined by the window treatment. Single, double-hung sash windows break the wall
surface of the side bays. Paired, double-hung sash windows articulate the central bay.

Stone columns begin on the eleventh floor and extend to the twelfth with capital orna-
mentation and a heavy cornice finishes the design at the roofline. Brass ambronze
metal work adds to the beauty of the building. The lobby has marble floors and walls
done in a running pattern. Elevator doors are brass with a textured quilted pattern.

The side elevation of tle Guaranty Building is designed with the same tripartite
divisions as the facade. However, engaged piers have replaced the use of coluuns
and the central division of the building reads as one unit.

Limited alteration was done to the building in 1931. The addition of another street
front entrance, and alteration of the banking quarters to accomodate the Bank of
America.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Guaranty Building located at 6331 Hollywood Boulevard in the City of Los
Angeles has played a major role in the commercial development of this area. As a
key financial institution, the Guaranty Building is a fine example of the use of a Neo-
Classical architectural expression to project the desired "conservative' image.

The northeast corner of Ivar and Hollywood Blvd. has always eccupied a: special
place in the social and economic history of Hollywood. Part of the original Holly-
wood ranch owned by Horace and Daeida Wilcox, the corner became the first permanent
site of the First Methodist Church of Hollywood in 1910. The Guaranty Building and
Loan Association paid the church $2000 per front foot for the site in 1923, and proce-
eded tp erect the twelve story Guaranty Building, one of the first height-limit
(150') buildings on Hollywood Blvd.

The owner and builder of the Guaranty Building was one of Hollywood's most prom-
inent and civic-minded citizens. Gilbert Bessemyer was born in Hollywood on his father's
ranch in 1885. The family had a reputation for industry, integrity, and business
ability. Gilbert, after attending public schools and the Normal School of ILos
Angeles, entered banking, and, in the words of local historian E.O. Palmer:

", ..was successful while in subordinate positions not involving questions of judg-
ment.... He was a tall, slender blond; his address was pleasing, his tone confiden-
tial, his demeanor kindly and inclined to be helpful. He made friends easliy and
by these exemplary qualities became the confidential advisor of many uncertain old
ladies and others who were confused about investments."

By 1912 he was a director of the Hollywood National Bank and Citizens Savings
bank. These were acquired by Security Trust and Savings (Security Pacific today)
in 1919, and Beesemyer and a partner organized the Central Commercial Savings Bank
(later known as the Bank of Hollywood).

The period of the Twenties was a time of unprecedented growth in Hollywood.
The film industry had changed a sleepy Los Angeles Suburb into the glamour capital
of the world. Businessmen and merchants, conscious of their new image, embarked
upon an ambitious building program, designed to create an image of sophistication
and respectability unparalleled on the West Coast.

The complicated financial transactions of the film industry and a burgeoning
real estate market had created a need for a number of financial services. Guaranty
Savings took its place with other giants: Bank of America, Security Trust, and
First Federal of Hollywood, among others. These and their smaller affiliates handled
the investments of film moguls and citizens alike. Such institutions needed pres-
tigious, substantial buildings, and Beesemyer led the way by commissioning John
C. Austin and Frederick Ashley to build the Guaranty Building.

Qlassical Beaux Arts Buildings were popular from 1900.on for those businesses
who wished to project a conservative image, primarily financial institutions.
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The Guaranty Building, designed in this tradition, was intended to be part of a

national pattern, a style which exuded solidarity and respectability. The firm
of Austin and Ashley constructed the building with a mixture of Neo-Renaissance
and classical detailing. The ornate columns of the ground floor were mirrored
in the pilasters of the top stories, giving a unity of design to the structure.
The two-tone aura, brought about by the use of contrasting materials, heightened
the visibility of the building, and made it the most prominent financial insti-
tution of the Boulevard. John C. Austin and his partmers were noted for a number
of important commissions in the Los Angeles area, among them: Los Angeles City
Hall, 1926-28; Griffith Park Observatory and Planetarium, 1935; the entrance
facade of St. Vibiana's Church, 1922; and the Shrine Civic Auditorium, 1920-26.
Their execution of a flawless classical Masonic Temple in 1922 on Hollywood
Boulevard probably gained them the attention of Gilbert Beesemyer.

By 1926, Beesemyer's activities were diverse and increasingly civic-orien-
ted. He and a number of others widened and put sidewalks on existing streets,
thereby increasing traffic and commerce on Cahuenga and on Vine, establishing
Hollywood and Vine as the city's central district. He was a member of the Holly-
wood Chamber of Commerce, a founding member of the Lion's Club, a member of the
Hollywood Athletic Club, president of the Central Commercial Savings Bank, vice
president of West Coast Glass, Secretary of Guaranty Savings, and connected
with the North American Bond and Mortgage Comapny. Friends described him as a
liberal church-goer and family man. The building continued to attract entertain-
ment clients to its office space, among them producers, agents, and columnist
Hedda Hopper.

As it had played a leading role in the economic rise of Hollywood, the
Guaranty Building and its management played a starring role in the demise of
that prosperity. The depression did not hit Hollywood as hard as other parts
of the country, but what effects it had were directly attributable to Guaranty
Savings. Palmer's version is blunt, yet protective:

By 1930 the building trades had exceeded the demand and ceased activity.
Business generally, missing their support, was receding...the secretary of the
Guaranty Building and Loan Association admitted to his directors his personal
overdraft of $7,630,000 with the comment, 'I thought I could quickly return
T olate

The blow staggered Hollywood, rendering many of her best (the frugal and
Industrious) penniless at a time when reserves were most needed. Allied ins-
titutions and a few not so connected closed their doors. The depression pro-
gressed conspicuously from that time.

By 1931, a kind of recovery was taking place in Hollywood. The Guaranty
Building became home to the Allstate Title Company, which aided in the recovery.
Thus, through expansion and depression, the building and its owner have become
an integral part of Hollywood's financial history and a physical expression of
that industry's conservative image on the Boulevard.



Property ﬁ 55 /5 2 , '
State ; ( Working Numbe(‘ rroge iy
(&% 4% &M.E;Z o 7. 24 28./7223
TECHNICAL
Photos

Maps O 7! 2575
T4z Ay 3 assccatd with Hhe Levilopmint of Hollywsod v cxct iz Amgetes  HISTORIAN
as  allesma P 7[;"“4" el ¥ endetainment b Centers Sto HAowwntown LA /[t :
Consevvative Peampxfrts desizn &) Class el v-leraisance revvel oLefoils were /’f’“/j ?/y/ﬁ
Bl JE " binkae avilfoiiatiit 45 Lh pervd | Yot were am mpreterds e
patoiri o SOl yertadl Brod . T ! owed, Fuoheind A uE Goishn ¥olich hag pe (oo
ca[r(vl,ws&/ i nshhle Gldys o L i Foh el s s S 7 7

. s '\’\l'/")“‘"‘f fé’/ Lol 4 Jajl e cendniy ‘711;«// -\4/‘5’—— :
R R e ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN

CONTRO

ARCHEOLOGIST

OTHER

HAER

Inventory

Review

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF
[L\/é/c,v ,/f f/g/)/‘? 7

e

BRANCH CHIEF

KEEPER

National Register Write-up Send-back Entered SEP 4 1979

Federal Register Entry (0-2-7 Re-submit.

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service




PANTS |

o
—
-
-
o
-
o

¥







U
E&




b
538 UNITED STATES HOLLYWOOD QUADRANGLE
> : 9
Y, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR U ) STATE OF CALIFORNIA CALIFORNIA—LOS ANGELES CO. &4;6?
I
= GEOLOGICAL SURVEY DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) ¢
o M. 2352 Il NE g '
s 374000m £, 375 7 M1, TO INTERSTATE 405, N ' RBANK) R.14 W.17'30" 270 CALIE. T34 4210000 FEET 118° | ——
AR VA
. ) NS : T.1N.
TS > ) N NG NS 7 T8
- ﬁ y/’g}\ Z .G\blfitsom'se -
| 2 = X I\
¢ S —log
X Zh =
| GUARANTY BUILDING e
| 6331 Hollywood Boulevard /g{@f/‘/}ﬂ\ & ~ %
| Hollywood, Los Angeles County, California [. A\{ A
U.T.M. Reference: : = ?°° R =) )\,,Pv__x g
g = ¢ :é; = == Z/
=g FEL!
N B
= R T = 75
37 e \. - m JE\o er of]
75000m.N, s \U 1=2= Soh
R {: / o
N ik = .U' /\_/ FINLE
,//\\\9;/;' il 7 = He
W" & N F
N /i \\ Ba 4 = -
- it : ] - P %2 : -’..‘\-‘:
B o 4 N - ‘} . | Los|Reliz 9 T ¢ 4150 000
e 11 $ =7 ~j400 A% \ i r T TV Studi e
i 1 — e L B VD::IS_'""“ i T 0 "’l" é{lfAé\‘/g
e . | 42710 NS 4 - -
s ,w D‘ A < L2 5 = [ PRUSPECT ) N[ A 95
4 ¥ | E P g — E&
I i ,} y© ! Z 8| cLavro <0
g i A | < i 23
L W
2 . 379l BUVI ; ital ||388 | ;E
B4 = - - [ 1] <
~ ) o
g ] el ?Eg?og = f lleb3ano e = & -
s el Ss|o =
NG j ospital J Hesoy -
58 ///K\ —1 1 = AIN| £ | o N
B =T A S S0 B 60 5
Y= 52 = 2lEse
M= Bl R : :
;C z A H¥oo Boen 7 ; L | LEXINGTON L ﬁ ..... % S A 3773
z < Retreti ol| tOd 'm e B S "//t‘ﬁ) 2 {1 )
N < SOUT BM G 204!\ ‘—zgg%re e e i s3r6) \2 | santal eul | Ml BLvolm' 2B )
@ ANE AN BLvD fe— 4 JANE 32 7l
> r--’- 7] \ E i | 'r!aV y ] 4
I~ | i Bt ) L gl s oakEl Al :
: \\l\ L i < N \
! % La . ™
| j} \%FC\P Ture & el s e CRRKGOPY el rESEL S L SSH A || et [
oy o 1 I} ;& Y 4 ¥
\@ - waking Il A i % b
k ! T S B ("‘I\‘ 5 )
3 00 ] 233 VELRO.
= A ] ¥ T ~ 5/
5' = 5 e B 5 m]z * \_\\". i rfax || i
Ll B ] L h fich :
K = cL QN ] /f;?
% 2 wood | Avé \i i G N | ] [ w’ 1.’01"!‘\;;”’\‘ Pi "
< P \ Ol > —rous ‘é wot ¢
q & P | I“‘ j : N
g Dk ¢ ; -
A e N C }al =
WILSHIRE | ¥ 3 4 - A
: i - COUNTRY-CLUGH ‘\)“ 8
N _ i : _ T -FZ q
| =5 i i = ¢ R e ¢ ~
| VT % e 8 : \em 235 8 :
{cBs) A N | 3771
oit| \ Y
S271 oWell)/ |
a0 Y, . O\ _
., - + [Drivefinico ® \ S
; .\\\‘)Thea er + \ oo:
D N <~
= % ~b N
| (OHe e
| \ gl\
? X SR i 53
3 { Museums La Breas 1\
o3| T 18\ — | W s 2,
=5 1 1 ) dfayette 5 5 <
‘r‘ﬁ'ﬁ ! S, : ;/ & Parke 7 ) 0\5\" &) g
£§ ark < Qﬂ, < roy : g 5‘,;,
P D =57 A 3]
P - Cb P YN Eaar g"
= art en 5 i } SR/
CpRY. _Se L 7S A gsp_il | N 5 4 5
13, N & | sl .
3769
3769 |
i 88
3768 )
wTasJLn s Toyol
0 Unlvirlty 'Higg sch Ivsr ICE
2 | > v i
. ] D=\ :
s z} IS opping ¢ % "Reo ii_ v
i '*l IRl
2'30" g i Q,/M \4 g | | 213011
z )
REIDEER/amN L 81
| T.1S. 67
Y
—~——
<
=2
Ny
gk~
O
S
=
K2
Pigor J
S 1|3 | 5
5 L ﬁ;l el L | 3766
SR e S
w = ] < - /
37 > I W > e
66 3 4 e [ (1)
v - oillweli | 2 )
= S 1 < =
L& = el 83 iz 0] 6 03
[ B 767 3| = < X Fire W
% L g nuxn;ll%lERSITY 8wy \% <2
. g : i & SOUTHERN CALI Q 03
Lol s6m st i . ,i‘mecrear:gn! e - - AL4D g
Cienega | E i N NEVTE| ‘ ) : 3 /) 23
N - X \ lﬂ — “37thl[St ' L o;(’
4120000 | 9 . R4 ’ : Fe=SchL =
FEET| L_J\ i = - 2 Bpy- |28 | e PLACE [ | ;g
ey H s 3 Q
376 O ‘ w : P oS = JH i\ 1474 r HS - { \i
= L CoLISEUM =L S
; 0
i <
39TH 1 1 : W \ i
" B 3 Q 2|
\ 39TH LPL L % 3
S > LS VE 9
/! 1
— g 3 ra; : 7 |
¥ B 37,
’ : || |12 sanT BARBARA ||™"|'n 64
| i=E N | olie Sta /56 768
s 3 - ]
ututed 2 | J ; g T I
L L . &l st | g} PL R . :'I
7 | v A
THET T (] el Al
2 3 < 2 4 | Bt Cecillp =
@ 6\“& | < 42D \ T il 4 ;‘L W pel N < Q'ﬁ . )o.\ 1l
= N min i o \ I P ey
o/ \Baldwin = ePi irt A | ; = By T’ i \ S PL
2 4007 - / \ N Pa : } Ve :
EV"@‘ N g S 2N . 128 tavel g | Fire Stes " BM VERNON 15 =Fly Jﬂo‘ :”
oY 0| R l > : — .
s W eI N RN v. V&R B L e o il : i il i ; ;J/ aLib 73000m.
N SN adio /; \ i i - e i N brary m-N.
RN @ Tover LI (! L | I E i, E I il (N[ | 2 i T
3763 o\'\ &”)b : ) ,'Lgof ) o | [ ! i 14 b 47TH T 13 i ~/60.. 18 j {_ AL A
2 o, o RS e 24 ) g | | : } 5 ST Vermont — :] [ Holy Crossiz
34°00' 2 9 © O A(— A\ \ \ ) ! | 48TH ST = . [ _['Squdre | .——\ _Sch r-r == 34°00'
Lt ur r ¥ L R—GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, RESTON, VIRGINIA—1975
118295300 INGLEWOOD (CITY HALL) 3.3 MI. | 4180000 FEET 20’ Bl %wmwooo CITY HALL DM INGLEWOOD) 379 380 R14W.17'30” | R.I3W. (D) L5 ML To CaLIF 42 ° wf:gs'o . v es toong,  118°15'
N Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey . SCALE 1:24000 N
\OQ’.\.\“A ) * 1 2 0 1 MiLE ROAD CLASSIFICATION N
ee\q Control by USGS, USC&GS, and Los Angeles City and County : = — : : I =] ENed
UA M 1000 0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 FEET . P
\qu" Topography by photogrammetric methods from aerial GN 3 e g it : e it é e Heavy-duty. Lightdulye e e~ o)
photographs taken 1964. Field checked 1966 L_‘ i k__j N f‘L j KILOMETER Medium-duty __ Unimproved dirt _________
Supersedes map surveyed 1923-25, revised 1953 15° )
: 0°44" 1| “7267 CONTOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET
Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datum 13 MILS 267 MILS BOTTED WINES FERRESENT eS0T &k NGRS Q) Interstate Route @ U.S. Route O State Route
10,000-foot grid based on California coordinate system, zone 7 NATIONAL GEODETIC VERTICAL DATUM OF 1929
1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator grid ticks,
zone 11, shown in blue
Red tint indicates areas in which only landmark buildings are shown V'DECLINATION AT GENTER OF SHEET QUADRANGLE LOCATION HOLLYWOOD, CALIF.
A portion of the south half of this map lies within a subsidence area THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS o . | . ‘ e t h N3400—W11815/7.5
Vertical control based on latest available adjustment FOR SALE BY U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, DENVER, COLORADO 80225, OR RESTON, VIRGINIA 22092 REAsIBE s newit i purpiseamipilcd froim atrial pheldgraphs
1 taken 1972. This information not field checked
A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST : 1966
Purple tint indicates extension of urban areas /006 PHOTOREVISED 1972
AMS 2352 IIIl SE—SERIES V895

SEP 419719

A
\\<‘;\€,e



STATE OF CALIFORNIA—THE RESOURCES AGENCY EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Governor

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
POST OFFICE BOX 2390
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95811

July 18, 1979

Mr. Charles A. Herrington

Acting Keeper of the National Register
Department of the Interior

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
L4O G Street, N. W,

Washington, D. C. 20243

Dear Mr. Herrington:

The State Office of Historic Preservation submits for your consideration
the National Register application for the Guaranty Building, 6331 Hollywood
Boulevard, Los Angeles, Los Angeles County, 2Lth Congressional District.

Sincerely,

K« mTle_
Knox Mellon
State Historic Preservation Officer

Office of Historic Preservation

Enclosures
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CALIFORNIA
STATE

SEP 41979

Date Entered

Name Location
Guaranty Building Hollywood
~ Los Angeles County
Bernard, Susana Machado, House and Barn Loes Angeles
Los Angeles County
Palmer, Minnie Hill, Residence (Homestead Chatsworth
Acre) Los Angeles County
Medico-Dental Building San Diego

San Diego County

Oakland Hotel » Oakland
Alameda County

Also Notified

Honorable S. I. Hayakawa

Honorable Alan Cranston State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Henry A. Waxman Dr. Knox Mellon
Honorable Barry M. Goldwater, Jr. Office of Historic Preservation
Honorable Lionel Van Deerlin Department of Parks & Recreation
Honorable Ronald V. Dellums P.0. Box 2390
Sacramento, California 95811
(}?i___fyers/bjr 9/7/79

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



