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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Lou Henry Hoover House has had only slight modification or renovation made 

to the interor. The Master's dressing and bath have been modernized into a small 
"wet-bar,” and the butler's pantry has been converted into a convenient, family-size 
kitchen.

The house is one of the earliest concepts of a style now classified as 
International. Mrs. Hoover rejected the use of gable, tile roofs in an effort to make 
a large house appear less bulky and to make the house fit into the hill site. She shunned 
popular eclectic styles, and she did not want the house to be ostentacious. By creating 
flat roofs into usable terraces, all connected by outside stairways, she provided 
valxoable extension of floor space when entertaining large numbers of guests. Another 
idea ahead of its time and not so spectacular was to have an outdoor fireplace on the 
main terrace. The usable terraces instead of conventional roofs created a cubistic 
appearance with strong horizonteil emphasis. This effect cause4 Mr. Hoover to wryly jest 
that the house looked like a pile of children's blocks. When the public interpreted the 
house as reflecting Hopi Indian or Algerian architecture, Mrs. Hoover was very amused. 
Prof. Clark, the supervising architect, wrote:

The prevailing spirit of the house is one of extreme livableness and utter 
lack of formality and ostentation, the individuality of the owner being evidenced 
everywhere by the lack of conventionality and disregard of tradition or the 
accepted ways of doing things.

Leaded glass windows were then in vogue. They were used genei^Dusly in the 
Lou Henry House in a pleasing combination of English geometric forms, or almost art 
nouveau forms, with the Palladian motif and its modified forms. The two plate glass 
windows placed in the study at Mr. Hoover's request were an anachronism which distressed 
the cooperating architects. Indiana limestone was used to frame the plate glass windows. 
It was anticipated that the dining room bay on the opposite side would be executed in 
limestone, but rising post-war costs prohibited it. Limestone weub used extensively in 
the numerous fireplaces.

Both of the Hoovers were relatively unconcerned about earthquakes, but Hoover 
demanded that the house be as structursilly fireproof as possible. The hollow tile and 
brick with concrete construction was covered with an off-white stucco.

Although the exterior of the house is avant guarde. the interior is English 
Tudor. It wsis probably naturail for Mrs. Hoover to assimilate memories of their home 
in London, Due to postwar material shortages, and the Hoovers being away much of the 
time during and imniaiately after the construction, some details of the interior 
finishing, such as, the tile flooring, light fixutres, etc. were postponed indefinitely.

In 1920 Santa Inez Street went straight up the hill to the summit. It was 
the days of few automobiles, and the Hoovers considered that their friends walking up 
from the campus would use the "garden door" at the west end of the lower corridor.
After Hoover became President of the United States the Secret Service preferred that 
the road be closed. Eventually it was planted with shrubs. There was not much yard 
on the north side \mtil the University recently removed the house on the adjoining lot, 
which was then effectively devloped into a wide expanse of lawn.

The formal entry on Mirada Boad leads into an octagonal shaped, oak paneled 
hall. Some of the most beautiful wood craftsmanship and detedl of the house interior 
is expressed in the steiir hall with its handcrafted stairway, princess balcony, and 
Palladian window. The design of the spiral stairway demanded each detail be a 
different size, Mrs, Hoover could reach her study on the top floor, also, by private 
stairs off her dressing room.
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In the main rooms oak was used in paneling and beams. The finial and corbel 
Ccirvings were a natural leave design created by Prof. Clark. Concealed behind the oak 
panels in the dining room Mrs. Hoover kept her collection of pewter; behind the panels 
in the study's mantel there were places for Mr. Hoover's pipes and tobacco.

Differences in the floor levels of the main rooms welb to accommodate amateur 
theatricals, which Mrs. Hoover enjoyed staging. The Hoovers preferred soft, indirect 
lighting and in the coves of the living room and the dining room hundreds of light 
bulbs were concealed. In the most recent redecoration the surface of the living room 
ceiling was ciianged from dull gold to an off-white.

Mrs. Hoover's refusal to delete any window-doors onto the main terrace 
or to slight a proposed "Belgian alcove" determined the unusual placement of an 
external comer fimplace in the living room. Mrs. Hoover delighted in having 
attractive fireplaces in every room; the most elaborate, architecturally complete mantel 
is the exquisite Tudor fireplace in the study. In 1919 there were great emotional senti­
ments about the Belgiums. Mrs. Hoover anticipated displaying a Belgiiun collection in 
a room back of folding doors on the interior side of the living room. Because the 
treastires were never brought to the house, the room was never finished. Eventually 
the alcove became more like a service corridor.

I'.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Lou Henry Hoover House wsub the family residence of President Herbert 
C. Hoover and his wife, Lou Henry. The couple met while they were studying geology 
at the newly-opened Stanford University, and they were married in 1899« Hoover soon 
became conspicuously successful in business and mining throughout the world. In 1912 
he was elected to the Board of Trustees of Stanford University, serving invaluably 
until his death in 1964 (Emeritus after 1962); he was influential in the development 
of the Food Research Institute, Hoover War Librairy, and Graduate School of Business 
at Stanford. At the outbreak of World War I the Hoovers were living in London. He 
immediately volimteered to assist thousands of stranded American tourists. Then he 
was appointed to direct a commission for the relief of the starving peoples of Europe. 
The world respected and admired Hoover for his many and varied philantrophic efforts.

Throughout the years no matter where the Hoovers lived throughout the 
world, they always considered Stanfoixi ais their home address. At the same time they 
anticipated and dreamed of building a home on the campus. During their neeir
fifty years of married life the Hoovers maintained homes on the campus, but the Lou 
Henry Hoover House was the only home which they constructed for their own usage.

In the waning months of V/orld War I the Hoovers contacted architect Louis 
C. Mulgairdt, but they were unhappy with his prospective designs. Furthermore, 
before the war had been concluded he released to the press the news of his appointment 
and their proposed plans. Building a house was contrary to the theory that all efforts 
must be directed toward winning the war.

The Hoovers next consulted their friend at Stanford University, Professor of 
Art Arthur B. Clairk. He agreed if Mrs. Hoover would act as the architect, he would 
function in an advisory capacity to Charles Davis and to Birge Clark, his son, who 
would be returning soon from the service. Previous to the war Birge Clark had 
received a degree in architecture from Columbia University. Davis was a talented, 
very skilled draftsman who had worked for Willis J. Polk and other famous sirchitects. 
Mrs. Hoover was confident and happy with her own ideas for a house, its landscaping, 
and its furnishings. She had no pre-conceived plans, other than she wanted the house 
to be in keeping with the surrounding faculty homes. Although the final house waLS 
similar to a style to be popularized in Southern California at approximately the same 
time, Mrs. Hoover and the three architects were unaware of their contemporairies’ 
designs.

The Hoovers moved into the house in June 1920, but they had little oppor­
tunity to enjoy it before Hoover was appointed Secretary of Commerce. Fresh from 
the experiences of home building Hoover was more aware of the cost, inconsistencies, 
and unnecessary practices created by unions, obsolete codes, and lack of standards. 
During Hoover's administration of the Department of Commerce he established a new 
division of building and housing and a bureau of standards. By getting the cooperation 
Of-OQSt of the building trades, industries, and unions via some 5,000 conferences in
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eight years Hoover standardized, revised and simplified practices without needing 
Congressional action. Few of the conferences failed to agree on some measures of 
standaiixiization or simplication of processes that would cut waste and benefit all 
elements, from workers to owners. For example, millions of dollars were saved in 
the lumbering industry by standairdizing sizes, defining grades, etc. And, standard si2ied 
bricks cut the costs of safe brick construction. Some code changes, which would have 
saved labor and materiail, caused some manufacturers and unions, particularly the 
plumbers, to violently oppose any change.

As a result of studies the Department of Commerce issued a book, '•How to 
Own Your Own Home," which the Government Printing Office sold more than 300,000 copies. 
At the same time Hoover, as a private citizen, initiated a voluntary drive called 
^•Better Homes in America." This also involved unions, builders, architects, 
financiers in a coordinated idealistic effort to help yoxmg couples to purchase 
good homes at modest costs. In Washington, D.C., Hoover lined up banking and 
financial support for construction of comfortable apartments for Federal employees 
on a self-liquidating beisis at lower than prevailing rentals. The scheme was 
smashed by real estate interests.

An obvious sequel was a Department of Commerce publication "Zoning Primer" 
in cooperation with lawyers, planners and businessmen. It was the basis for initial 
zoning legislation to be eventually enacted throughout the states. Presently we 
accepted zoning regulations as a fact of life.

A dramatic, historical event involving the house was the night of the 
November 1928 Presidential election. The Hoovers came to California to vote. As 
the returns were received during the evening they were posted on a chalkboard in the 
library. When the election was assured the Hoovers and their friends went onto the 
upper terraces to greet the assembled crowds. John Philip Sousa's band, having 
given a concert on the campus, had marched up the hill accompanied by cheering students 
to serenade the victorious candidate.

On the evening of November 8, 1932, the relection returns were received 
at the house by radio. Neither he nor those with him had comited on his being 
re-elected, and the scene was much more muted.

His election to the Presidency marked a first for any university. Both 
the President of the United States and his First Lady were graduates of the same 
school. Stanford University has auLways been proud of both of them.

The house thereafter was referred to as the President's House until Mrs. 
Hoover's death. He then donated the house to the University specifying that it be 
called the Lou Henry Hoover House and serve as the residence for the University's 
presidents. The house has functioned well in the new ^le for the past thirty 
yeaurs, much as Mrs. Hoover enviseiged it would serve her family.
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APPENDIX I;

SCHEMATIC FLOOR PLAN DRAWINGS 

LOU HENRY HOOVER HOUSE 

623 Mirada Road
Leland Stanford,Jr. University 

Palo Alto, California
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623 Mirada Road

Leland Stanford, Jr. University 
Palo Alto, California
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Living Room, view north
Negative at the Archives, Hoover Institution, Stanford, California
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Lou Henry Hoover House, ca. 1928
Main terrace, second floor level, view south
Negative at the Archives, Hoover Institution, Stanford, California
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Front (Mirada Road) facade, showing garage with 1925 addition, view north 
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Lou Henry Hoover House, ca, 1928
Front (Mirada Road) facade, view southeast
Negative at the Archives, Hoover Institution, Stanford, California
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Front (Mirada Road) facade, view north
N. P. S. photograph J
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SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 
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DISTRICT OFFICE 
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Education

SUBCOMMITTEES;

POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION
Educational Reform

Human Resources

Ways and Means

Subcommittee ON Health 
and Welfare

State allocation board

t-
DIXON ARNETT

ASSEMBLYMAN, TWENTIETH DISTRICT

VICE CHAIRMAN 
ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

August 30, 1977

Mr. Herbert Rhodes
State Historical Preservation Officer 
Department of Parks and Recreation 
Post Office Box 2390 
Sacramento, California 95811

Dear Herb;

It has come to my attention that the Lou Henry 
Hoover House at Stanford University has been nominated 
by the Stanford Historical Society to become a state histor­
ical landmark, to be listed in the National Register. The 
nomination is scheduled to ccane before the Historical Re­
sources Commission at their meeting later this week.

I would like to go on record as supporting this 
nomination. I would urge you to do everything within your 
power to see that the House is listed in the National 
Register, and that it becomes a state historical landmark.

matter.
Thanks very much for your consideration of this

sincerely.

e.LU.

DIXON ARNETT 'I
;.5.

Vi
DA;ew



r"'

STATE OF CALIFORNIA—RESOURCES AGENCY EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Governor

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
POST OFFICE BOX 2390 
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95811 
(916) 445-8006

October 3, 1977 RECEIVED 

OCT 181977
NATfONAt
register

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
18th and C Streets, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

».
Attention; Charles Herrington 

Dear Dr. Murtagh;

We submit Lou Henry Hoover House for nomination to the National Register of 
Historic Places. This nomination is located in Santa Clara County in the 12th 
California Congressional District.

Sincerely yours.

Dr. Knox Mellon
State Historic Preservation Officer

Enclosures

K-4/2402
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STATE CALIFOHIIIA

Date Entered JAN 3 0 t978

Ncune Location

Hatch Uatchy Railroad Esgioo Ho* 6 El Portal
Marlpoaa County

Boovar* Lou Banry* Houaa Stanford
Santa Clara Coimty

Also Notified 
Hon. Alan Cranston

Hon. S. i. Uayakaua 
Eon* B. F* Sisk
Ron. Paul N. (Pete) McCloskey, Jr. 
Mr. David F. Hales* Deputy Asst. 

Secretary for Fish and Vlldlifa 
and Parka

Mr. F. Rosa Holland, Chief* Cultural 
Resource Kanaseaient

State Biatorie Preservation Officer 
Dr. Knox Mellon
Office of Eiatorlc Preaervation 
Departstent of Parka end Recreation 
State Resources Agency 
P. 0. Box 2390 
Sacramento, California 95811
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□ local □PtUVATE ONGANIZAIION

(^features'. ^□SUBSIANIIAllT INlACI-1 ^□SUBSTANTIALLY IHTACT-2 SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT - 3 
2g not INTACT-O
QC9Dnot intact-o

UNKNOWN-4
5GN0T APPLICABLE-7

“□UNKNOWN-5 
So NOT APPLICABLE-8

ognot intact -O
SG UNKNOWN-6
Jgnot applicable-B

(^ACCESS GVES-Reslricled □ YES-Unrestriclrd □ No Acc«»l □ Unknown [@ADAPTiyE USE □YESGNo[^ SAVED > DYES ] IS P^PERTY A HISTORIC PI STRICT? □ y«s □ no

@1 AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : □ ENGINEERING -11
□ ARCHEOLOGY-pi!lnstoric-2 GCOMMERCE-6 □ENTERTAINMENT-26
□ ARCHEOLOGY-Pistorie-I □ COMMUNICATIONS -1 □ EXPLORATION ■ 12
□ AGRICUnURE-3 □ CONSERVATION-B □HEALIH-27
□ ARCHITECTURE-4 □ ECONOMICS-9 □lNDUSTRV-13
□ ART-5 □ EDUCATION-10 □ INVENTION -14

□ LANDSCAPE ARCH.-15 □ POLITICS/GOVT.■ 21
□ LAW- IB
□ LITERATURE-U
□ MILITARY- IB
□ MUSIC- 19
□ PHILOSOPHY-20

□ RECREATION -26
□ RELIGION-22 □ SETTLEMENT-29
□ SCIENCE- 23 □URBAN PLAHNING-31
□ SOCIAl/KUMANITARIAN-24 □ OTHER (SPECIFY)
□ SOCIAL /CULTURAL-30 ______________
□ TRANSPORTATION-25

LAIMSi explain 
first’□

‘ oldest' □

‘only’ □

^functions
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: 
CURRENTLY:

^architectural style(s):

^landscape architect / garden designer:

^dates of initial canslructlon: 
maior alteratiens: 
liistpric mnts:

^architect:

^interior decorator:

^master builder:

I artist: partisan:

jETHNIC GROUP 
' ASSOCIATION

^engineer:

^builder/contractor 1

^NAMES give role date
^PERSONAL:

events:

INSTITUTIONAL:

^NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP

r«wi«Mpr» I If ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED. NUMBERB. PUT ON RLVERSEI



^ \'tjOV6lL. Un rieuRV. HciMSfi -5 / /Z 1 ae '
-------- 1-------------f—eU-U—1----------------1— 1---------- ------ ------------------------------------------------------------------(Resource Name)

^OTA- C-cARA
(Reference NumberlsJ)

4^4LtF6^|A

(Date form completed)

(County) (State) (Completed by)

STATUS: y
1. MISSING 2. REMOVED/ 3. NHL A 4. TR 5.

DEMOLISHED '
MRA 6. OVER- 7. NPS - .

SIZED UNDOCUMENTED
8. DOE -

OWNER OBJECTION
9. RESTRICTED

EXPLANATION:

1. Missing Status: Entire Folder ( ); Nomination ( ); Map(s) (
Available on: Microfiche ( ); Optical Disk ( )

?

): Photos ( )

/ /

(Cause for removal)

a l-OO V4enrt* VAerVatr^T rtdixse.
(Date Removed)

a. / / >“185
(NHL Name.^f different than NRH^ Name) *

4.

(Date Designated)

(If multi-state/county TR, state/county where filed and location)

(TR or MRA Name)

5.
(If multi-state/county MRA, state/county where filed and location)

6.
(Location of oversize file)

7. / /
(Current source of partial documentation) (Target Date)

COMMENTS:
(Where found, or source of replacement)

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE National Register of Historic Places 
Locator Card

/ /
(Date Found/Replaced)

WASO 21 
JAN. 1986


