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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The oldest portion of the present structure, according to records of the Yolo County 
Assessor's Office, Woodland, was^ectangular wooden building 16x20 ft. It is not 
known whether it had one or two stories.

In 1857, this property with adjoining large agricultural acreage was bought by 
William Byas Gibson, who made several additions to this nucleus. North of it he 
added a brick structure 31x37 ft. large, consisting of two stories with porches and 
balconies on the north and west sides. This was completed by 1872 at a cost of $7,000. 
He next added a smaller two-story brick building to the south end of the old wooden 
structure, approximately 17x35 ft. large, extending several feet on each side of the 
old building, plus screened enclosed porches on the east side of the original structure. 
The earlier structures were incorporated into the additions and are recognizable today 
only upon a structural inspection. The style of the main brick structure is modified 
Georgian in its massing, its hipped roof, and its floor plan consisting of a central 
hallway with two rooms off to each side, each having a fireplace on the outside wall, 
and four bedrooms upstairs. (see floor plan)

From a lithogr^aph print of 1879 it can be seen that the house at that time had a 
veranda encircling the house on the north and west sides. This veranda was supported by 
square pillars (six on the north side and five on the west side) which stood on simple 
square bases; each row of pillars was one story high. A wooden balustrade with simple 
turned balusters encircled the second story on the north and west sides.

The appearanc^gOf t^he :hous,e in 1879 thus suggested a combination of modified Georgian 
and the two-story veranda of the California Monterey type. The tall, narrow double 
hung windows, .ilow'eve:^^,<-^re,|eY4,dence .of,.,the Mannerist-Italianate influence which was so 
strong in the Sacramento area between 1850 and 1880.

Two sets of the square pillar s on the veranda were taken down at an undetermined date 
(presumably b^t,wqen,,.1890 and 1910) and replaced by a classical portico :qf four Ionic 
columns extending the full height of the two stories. A peaked roofline was added 
above the former hipped roof. Also apparently added at that time were the fanciful 
consoles on the upper sides of the windows which are again reminiscent of Mannerist.

The four Ionic columns of the north portico are not fluted, but generally suggest the 
Greek Ionic Order in their capitals, though with an additional pendant leaf ornament 
in the center above the volute. They have the traditional Ionic bases standing on 
square blocks. The columns have a slight entasis. They are apparently built of wood 
and are covered with white plaster.

The balcony on the west side is supported by five double posts, one story high, partly 
fluted and banded again suggesting Mannerist influences in their ornamentation.

(Continued on attachment #1)
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HABS report was filed by Dr. Baird with Dept, of Interior. Illustrated 
term papers are on file in Bancroft Library, U.C. Berkeley and West 
Yolo County Museum.

Also listed in Inventory of Historic Sites in Yolo County (Addendum #2 
to Woodland Historical Zone, #37, submitted to Comprehensive Plan 
for California History, June 15, 1972.

Also, #53 in Walking Tour of Historic Woodland (1976). Measured 
drawings were made by U.C. Davis students of Richard Berteaux, 1975.
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The main house Is built of brick and covered with grey plaster scored to imitate 
large blocks of stone. There are two doors with flanking pilasters on the north 
side, one on each level, with the lower being the main entry. The style of the 
doors is modified Classical Revival framed the undecorated entablature, and the 
fluted pilasters.

The wall surface of the pediment, on the north side, is shingled in several elaborate 
patterns.

On the east side of the main brick house is a plan arbor consisting of a simple 
wooden lattice work, supported by five posts.

The interior walls are of plaster and paper. The floors are of oak (added later) 
and a floor furnace which also was added at a later date. The formerly two rooms 
on the east side were made into one large living room. This room had a plain marble 
fireplace. The two rooms on the west side were used as dining and sitting rooms 
and are connected by French doors to the older portion of the house which now houses 
the kitchen.

Upstairs there are now five bedrooms and one bathroom. The fifth bedroom and the 
bathroom were added into the old portion of the house and are of wood frame construction.

There is a paved walkway from the driveway to the main entrance of the house on the 
north; the first stone bears the dates 1857-1877.

The house is located on Gibson Road in the southern section of Woodland on property 
zoned for residential use. The house is almost invisible from the street (Gibson Road) 
being hidden by large old trees and shrubs. The approach to the house from Gibson 
Road is via a horseshoe-shaped driveway encircling an elliptical lawn area planted 
with shrubs and trees. Several out buildings still on the property relate the 
agricultural heritage of the Gibson Ranch, although they are of a more recent 
date than the house.

The main part of the house is in a fair state of repair; however, immediate attention 
must be given to the roof before the deterioration process of the Interior becomes 
irreversible.
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PERIOD 
—PREHISTORIC 
—1400-1499 
—1500-1599 
—1600-1699 
—1700-1799 
?Ll 800-1899 
—1 900-

areas OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 
__ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC
Agriculture
JfhARCHITECTURE

—ART
—COMMERCE

—COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING
—CONSERVATION
—ECONOMICS
—EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
—LAW
—LITERATURE
—MILITARY
—MUSIC

.EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT.. ^ _,RHILOSOPHY
—INDUSTRY
—INVENTION

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

-RELIGION

-SCIENCE

-SCULPTURE
-SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

-THEATER

-TRANSPORTATION

-OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES 1857 BUILDER/ARCHITECT unknown

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
William Byas Gibson, after whom the house is named^ was born in Xduisa County,^ 
Virginia in 1831. In 1837 he moved with his parents to Howard County, Missouri.

William Byas Gibson came overland by mule team to California in 1850. He first 
built a home on Cache Creek in Yolo County, where he homesteaded and became a grain 
grower and stock raiser. Six years later he sold this property and bought the afore 
mentioned property with some 320 acres.

Located just south of the City of Woodland which became the seat of Yolo County 
government in 1862, this "home ranch" became the nucleus of his subsequent 3,000 
acre estate in Yolo County, where he and his sons specialized in the breeding of 
high-grade Shorthorn cattle and large-scale farming.

He was married in 1857 to Mary Isabelle Cook, daughter of Yolo County pioneers of 
Joseph J. and Elizabeth (Chiles) Cook. The Gibsons and their three sons, Robert 
J.,Thomas B. and Joseph W. all played active roles in the agfidultural and commercial 
development of Yolo County. The eldest, Robert J. Gibson, married Elnora Root of 
Zamora, who'occupied the Gibson House until recently. -Thef-property had-been in the 
possession of the Gibson family since its first acquisition in 1857.

Gigantic native oak trees mark the site of the original home and additional plantings 
of citrus, olives and ornamental trees during the 1870*s give the substafltially 
enlarged house a park like setting, particularly suited to development of a two 
acre museum complex. Preservation of these landmark trees is of general concern 
to Yolo County and the City of Woodland.

The house serves as a physical reminder of the wide spread influence the Gibson 
family had on agricultural, commercial and civic affairs during the early development 
of Woodland and Yolo County. Architecturally, it is the only remaining example of 
Modified Classical Style in a city with an abundance of various Victorian structures 
that are in a remarkably good state of preservation. With over two acres of land 
surrounding the home included in the county’s acquisition of the site and available 
for reconstruction of its imposing setting, there is the potential to create a 
"living monument" to the Gibson Family, while at the same time the fireproof nature 
of the brick structure would lend itself to the development of a museum housing 
cultural artifacts and information relative to Yolo County’s past heritage.

i(Continued on Attachment #2)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
(Attachment #2)

Measured drawings of the entire residence have been prepared for submission to HABS.

A county-wide Bicentennial Celebration on May 16, 1976, will coincide with dedication 
of the site as the Yolo County Museum. Several rooms have been refurbished for 
display purposes and plans for additional restoration work Is underway. Further 
research on the Gibson family and their home Is also In progress.

GPO 692 455



Property

Working Number

CONTROLTECHNICAL
Photos_'L

HISTORIAN

ARCHITECTURAL I^S

ARCHEOLOGIST

OTHER

HAER
Inventory
Review

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF

CHI^ 

Qp\j2.

KEEPER\r"Mii
National Register Write-up _________  Send-back
Federal Register Entry 7-76 Re-submit

Entered HOV 7 1976
IN T :2 t 06. 74

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7























i

4 »-3
i J

fS.

g
Is
eS
S-'I
h
o4i 
U 
« 4J
U U

13 O
00
00

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE CALIFORNIA

Date Entered
NOV 7 1975

N€une

Southern Pacific Railroad Station

6ib8on« William B., Bouse

Vallejo City Hall and County 
Building Branch

Benicia Arsenal, Benicia Barracks

Kotani-En Garden

Santa Fe Passenger Depot

Point Lobos Archeological Sites

Balclutha (ex: Star of Alaska)
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Yolo County
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Yolo County
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State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Herbert Rhodes 
Director, Department of Parks 

and Recreation 
State Resources Agency 
F. 0. Box 2390 
Sacramento, California 95811
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. ROBERT L..LE.G<3ETT, M.C.
4th OlsTJtlCT, CAL.IFORNIA

Jmemberof 
COMMITTEES ON:

. ARMED SERVICES 
MERCHANT MARINE AND FISHERIES 

BUDGET

District Director 
JAMES COAKLEY 

1522 Tennessee Street 
Vaulejo

Washington Offices 
Room 2263

Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

202/225-5716

Congresifi of t^e fISntte))
Mousse ot J^epreieientattbes; 

SHasiliinfitott, H.C. 20515

Sacramento Office: 
Staff Assistants: 
VIRGINIA HARPER 
EDWARD CHEEVER 
650 Capitol Mall

OWEN CHAFFEE
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT February 8, 1977

Please Reply To:
650 Capitol Mall 
Sacramento, CA 95814

ii'i 
if t

r 2'.-'ft:
;

- W-

i'\ ,v
Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
U. S, Department of the Interior 
18th and C Stteets, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240

Sf-

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

andThe Yolo County Board of Supervisors 
the State of California requested on July 15, 1976 
that the William B, Gibson R^i^enoe in my 

district be listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places. To my knowledge a determination 
by your agency has not yet been made.

Placement on the National Register is warranted 
in my view given the signifance this residence has 
played in the history of Yolo County. The facility 
is now being developed into a museum for Yolo County. 
The ability of local agencies to secure funds to 
further develop this fine house will be substantially 
increased if your office acts favorably on the pending 
request.

Please inform my Sacramento Office of the status 
of this request and when final action ean be expected, 
if such a determination has not yet been made. Early 
action by your office would be appreciated.

Sincerely,
■

tGETT 
Member of Congress

^1; r
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Gibson House: Proposed Goiiiity Museum

Pviuseum Advisory Committee Report
EstablisJiment of a Yolo County museum has been an 

important concern of the Yolo County Historical Society 
since its organization in 1963. The county Board of 
Supervisors has appointed a Museum Advisory Com­
mittee, composed of Anna Marie Beeman, chairman, 
Ethel Burns, Dean Gaumer, Don Hanson, Joann Lar- 
key, Harry Needham, David Poole, Jane Reiff Robert 
Sarlos, Addle Molson, Leila Hardy, and Lucile 
Shumaker. For the past year this group has consulted 
with museum officials throughout California. As a re­
sult, they have established recommendations pertaining 
to the goals, function, and site location of a museum that 
would be dedicated to the interpretation and preserva­
tion of all aspects of Yolo County’s history, thus provid­
ing facilities for repository of historical artifacts and a 
center for educational study and research.

In 1973 a broadly-based citizen effort to acquire the 
1915 county jail building for museum purposes was 
launched, but unresolved decisions regarding location 
of a new county administration building forced the 
museum committee to look elsewhere for an available 
site. To date, the W. B. Gibson Home, 512 Gibson Road, 
Woodland, is considered to be the most desirable pros­
pect, pending detailed structural studies. While other 
sites may become available at some future date, the 
committee’s decision to recommend county acquisition 
of the former Gibson property was strongly influenced 
by two important factors: the immediate availability at 
a minimum cost of spacious, landscaped grounds that 
offer ample access, parking, and outdoor display area; 
and the urgency of preserving a historically significant 
structure that must have immediate repair if it is to be 
preserved for future generations.

Recognizing that the Gibson property does not provide 
all the facilities that might be desirable in a modern 
museum, it is the general consensus of the museum 
committee that a small beginning, to be followed by ph­
ased development when funds and volunteer labor be­
come available, is preferable to continued procrastina­
tion that annually sees the loss of much that is signific­
ant to Yolo County’s earliest history. Those who agree 
with the need to establish a Yolo County Museum now 
are hereby encouraged to lend their support by writing 
to the Board of Supervisors. Donations to the museum 
collection would also be gratefully appreciated.

Cover drawing of Gibson House taken from the 1879 DePue History 
of Yolo County, 6yc/amesiJ. Gordon, Woodland.

W. B. Gibson Home
Influences of their Southern heritage can be 

seen in the home of William Byas and hlar}* 
(Cook) Gibson, the pillared brick mansion 
that is being considered as a potential site for 
a museum of Yolo County history. Son of a 
Virginia brickmaker who emigrated to I\Iis- 
souri in 1837, W. B. Gibson first came over­
land to Yolo County in 1850. He mined
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briefly, then homesteaded on Cache Creek 
until 1857 when he married and settled on 
160 acres located one mile south of Woodland. 
A commercial directory of 1870 lists him as 
the owner of 340 acres and by 1891, a biog­
raphical sketch noted that he owned 2,400 
acres, raising grain, hay, and stock.

On December 23, 1857, William Gibson 
married Mary Isabelle Cook, daughter of 
Joseph J. and Elizabeth (Chiles) Cook who 

emigrated from Missouri in 1853, settling 
with their children in the Willow Slough area. 
A native of Boyle County, Kentucky, she lived 
in the Gibson home from the day of her wed­
ding until her death, November 26, 1915. Her 
husband died there on February 15, 1906.



Three sons, Robert J., Thomas B., and Joseph 
W. also became prominent agriculturists. 
Thomas Bullard Gibson in 1905 built the 
home at 311 Gibson road.

An architectural study of the W. B. Gibson 
home was conducted in 1961 by Roselinde H. 
PCussell, a UC Davis student of art history pro­
fessor Joseph A. Baird, Jr. In her report Mrs. 
Russell notes:

“ The oldest portion of the present structure, 
according to records of the Yolo County 
Assessor’s Office is supposed to have been 
built in 1849 (builder unknown) and consisted 
of a rectangular wooden building 16 x 20 feet. 
It is not known whether it had one or two 
stories.

“In 1857, this property with adjoining large 

agi’icultural acreages was bought by William 
Byas Gibson, who made several additions to 

• this nucleus. North of it he added a brick 
structui’e 31 x 37 feet, consisting of two stories 
v/ith porches and balconies on the north and 
west sides. (See drawing of 1879.) This was 
completed by 1872 at a cost of $7,000. He also 
added a smaller two-story brick building to 
the south end of the old wooden structure, ap­
proximately 17’ X 35’, extending several feet 
on each side of the old building, plus enclosed 
porches on the east side of the original struc­
ture.

“ The style of the main brick structure that 
was built in the 1870’s (1872-1879) seems to 
be pseudo-Georgian . . . The appearance of the 
house in 1879 thus suggested a combination 
of modified Georgian and Classical Revival 
house combined with the two-story veranda of 
the California Monterey type ... This two- 
story veranda was taken down at an unde­
termined date (presumably between 1890 and 
1910) and replaced by a kind of monumental 
portico of four Ionic columns extending the 
full height of the two stories ...”

Even though the exterior is covered with 
grey plaster that was scored to imitate large 
blocks of stone, a fashionable trend in the 
1870’s, the choice of brick for the home’s con­
struction is significant. An ancestor of Mrs. 
Gibson, Walter Chiles, is reputed to have 
built the first brick house in America, at 
Jamestown in the mid 1600’s.

PhotogTaphs and additional facts about the 
Gibson family and their home are being 
sought by the YCHS Historic Sites commit­
tee, working in conjunction with the Wood­
land Historical Landmarks Advisory Com­
mittee. Application for the Gibson home’s in­
clusion in the National Register of Historic 
Places is currently being processed.

Joann Larkey, Chrm., 
Historic Sites Committee

Newt Wallace ... A Humorist with a Message
Newton Wallace, ownei'-publisher of the Winters Ex­

press since 1947, will address the program meeting of 
the YCHS on Monday, October 28, at 8:00 p.!m. in the 
Woodland Opera House. His topic will be about how 
and why the U.S. Information Agency chose to make a 
documentary movie featuring his smalltown news­
paper.

After introductory remarks (his presentations have 
been compared with those of Will Rogers), Mr. Wallace 
will show the film made in 1968, entitled “Winters Ex­
press.” This documentary has been translated into 18 
languages and is now being shown in more than 100 
countries.

Refreshments will follow the program. Members are 
encouraged to bring guests.
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CHS Agribusiness Tour
Members of the California Historical Society will tour 

Yolo County sites on Saturday, October 19. Stops will 
include Locke, various UC Davis research departments 
and the experimental farm, the Heidrick Museum of 
historical farm machinery, the Port of Sacramento, and 
the Gable Mansion. Members of the YCHS are invited to 
meet the tour group for a picnic lunch. More information 
is available from the CPIS, 2090 Jackson St., San.Fran- 
cisco, 94109, phone (415) 567-1848.

October Membersliip Drive
Members of the YCHS are being asked to recruit 

their friends and neighbors to become actively involved 
with the Society. Emphasis in program during the next 
two years will be fund raising efforts and restoration of 
the Woodland Opera House, purchased by the Society 
in 1971. The organization will also continue with its 
research and identification of historic sites within the 
county. Persons of all ages interested in these activities 
are urged to join the YCHS.

Opera House Progress Fieport
Dr. Cleve Baker, chairman of the Operations Com­

mittee, announces that it is planning a major fund­
raising event at the Opera House for the first two 
weekends in November. The YCHS will jiresent “Air 
Evening with Mark Twain,” as portrayed by Sac­
ramento thespian Jim Puksifer. There will be 8 p.rn. 
evening performances on Friday and Saturday, Nov. 
1-2, with a 2 p.m. Sunday afternoon performance on 
Nov. .3. General admision is $3.00, $2.50 for Society 
Members. Tickets may be ordered by mail from 
Y.C.H.S., P. 0. Box 1447, Wodland. YCHS members 
are encouraged to promote this theatrical event, first 
of many in acquiring funds for the restoration of 
the Opera House.

The YCHS newsletter is published monthly for its members. 
Subscriptions are part of the annual dues. Copy deadline is the 
tenth of the month preceding publication. Submit copy and ar­
ticle suggestions to YCHS, P. O. Box 1447, Woodland, 95695, 
Attn.: Newsletter Editor.

The YCHS meets regularly on the fourth Monday of each 
month for a program. The Board of Directors meets on the 
second Monday of each month. Special activities are 
scheduled during the year. Membership information may be 
obtained by writing to the Society.

Dr. Baker is requesting the donation of a kidney­
shaped grand piano, suitable for concert presentations. 
He may be contacted for further information, 682-9410, 
Woodland. The committee is also looking for a volun­
teer with secretarial skills that could assist with the 
many letters and reports that work on the Opera House 
is generating. Volunteers are needed for all aspects of 
the fund drive and restoration work, and an article in 
the November YCHS new'sletter will make a definitive 
request for assistance.

The Society plans for the Opera House include its use 
as a civic center serving local musical and dramatic 
groups, a theatre arts museum, and a place for touring 
professionals to perform. Recent first-time visitors to 
the Opera House have been Assemblyman Edwin 
Z’berg and Congressman Robert Leggett, who. have 
both pledged their support of the restoration and fund­
ing endeavors.
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Yolo County Museum -
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COUNTY code<^Yolo 113
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architectural style:
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engineer;
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COMMENTS; (include architectural information here)

LOCAL GOV"T

MONICIPAL^i^CUNTg^
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