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The Hershell-Spillman Merry-Go-Round was originally built in 1911 in New York by
the Hershell-Spillman Company. It was first used in San Bernardino, California.
From 1916 to 1927, the carousel was operated at Oceanside, California. Except
for two years at Griffith Park in Los Angeles from 1935 to 1937, the merry-go-
round remained in storage. until it was installed at its present location at the
entrance of Lake Anza in Tilden Park, Contra Costa County, in 1948.

This classic sixteen section, three abreast 1911 vintage carousel retains its

39 original hand-carved poplarwood animals. The variety of types of hand-crafted
wooden animals is exceptional. In addition to horses, there are 13 other types

of animals included in the menagerie: two giraffes, two roosters, two zebras,

two frogs, a sea dragon, a tiger, a cat, a dog, a deer, a lion, a stork, a goat,
and a pig. The frogs are unique examples of extremely rare carved wooded objects.
The carousel was altered in 1950 with the addition of a fourth row of cast aluminum
animals.

The interior cornice is entirely original, with 32 hand-painted decorative scenes.
The outer cornice was altered also in 1950, enlarged (though retaining its 16
carved wood gargoyles), and decorated with 16 additional hand-painted scenic
panels in the same style as those on the interior. )

The carousel is driven by the same 7-1/2 horsepower Westinghouse electric motor
as was first used, which has been altered by the addition of a fluid ﬁupling to
eliminate a clutch and the enclosing of gearboxes for safety. The smaller of
the two band organs, placed at the center of the machine, was purchased at the
same time as the machine, and was built by the Tonawanda Band Organ Company. A
Wurlizter 150 roll system was installed about 35 years because the Tonawanda
music rolls were no longer. The larger band organ, located off to the side, was
manufactured in Brooklyn, New York, by the B. A. B. Band Organ Company, in the
same era as the carousel. It was brought from another carousel in Coney Island,
New York, in 1948, and is embellished with ornately carved gilded scroll work,
and one approximately two foot high painted figurine.

The entire facility is housed in a woodframe structure, the plans for which were
designed in 1937 by J. Wilson of the Los Angeles Parks Department. It features
a 5,000 square foot lamella dome of trussless construction.
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This carousel is a fine example of a particular genre of folk art. A work of
art by any standards, this gay amusement device was a product of the golden

age of carousels, a period between 1900 and the Great Depression before the
onslaught of mass produced cast metal animals replaced the hand-crafted wooden
ones. As this type of hand-craftsmanship died out during the Great Depression,
the Tilden Park Carousel represents one of approximately five classic carousels
in California and one of 16 in the western United States.

The beautifully carved wooden animals, hand-painted decorative scenes, and two
gilded band organs playing lively music have thrilled about five million riders
since the merry-go-round was moved to Tilden Park in 1948. The fanc@l%ul scenes
adorning the panels around the center of the machine also date from 1911 while

those on the crest around the outside were painted in 1950 by an itinerant artist

who had been raised by a band of gypsies.

The social significance of this carousel derives largely from the fact that
enjoyment of it cuts across all social-economic, cultural, and age differences.
An important reason for preserving it is to insure its continued availability
for the public's pleasure, since the relatively few remaining classic carousels
are being steadily bought up by private collectors. The present setting of the
carousel also has some socio-historic significance as well, since it is located
in an area similar to the types of places where the first classic carousels were
situated in their heyday, at the threshold of the countryside where picnic
facilities and other outdoor enjoyments are readily available to families.
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August 25, 1976

National Registry of Historic Places
U, S, Department of the Interior
18th and "C" Streets, N.W,
Washington, D,C, 20240

Attn: Mr, Charles Herrington
Dear Mr, Herrington:

The National Carousel Roundtable was organized and founded in 1973
for the purpose of preserving the American carousel, rapidly dimin-
ishing in number, These objects of American art, all hand-carved by
native craftsmen and sculptors, are being purchased by antique dealers
and speculators and troken up, selling the horses and animals as well
as the paintings and rim carvings for enormous sums, At the current
rate of destruction - six to eight carousels each year - it is estim-
ated that by 1996 only those carousels in museums, publicly-=owned

and those preserved by landmark designation will remain,

One of the threatened carousels now applying for landmark security
is the carousel at Tilden Park, Berkeley, California, This is a
very rare four-row carousel made in 1912 by the Herschell-Spillman
Company of North Tonawanda, New York, Since so very few of the great
five-and four row carousels still exist, it is important that each
must be carefully guarded and treasured, The contract for this
carousel expires on September 31st, 1976, and a controversy between
East Bay Reglional fark District Board of Directors aad.the owner
may not be settled by this date, Standing in the wings are the
speculators and antique dealers hoping for the worst so that they
can profit by any misfortune,

There 1s a strong movement by the residents of the Berkeley area
who have formed a "Save the Tilden Merry Go Round Committee," and
many public officials have come out strongly for the carousel,

The membership of our organization strongly urges your prompt
action in accepting the nomination proposed by the Cal

Historical Resources Commission, and to grant lan
y
erzé}uagﬁgg

this endangered carousel,
With many thanks for our consideration,
Frgdérick Friéd
Iirman Conservation Committee

R, D, 1 e
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STATE CALIFORNIA
Date Entered SEP 2 91975

Name Location

Hershell~Spillman Merry-Go-Round Berkeley vicinity
Contra Costa County

Also Notified

Hon. Alan Cranston State Historic Preservation Officex
Hon. Johm V. Tunney Mr. Herbert Rhodes

Hon. Romald V. Dellums Director, Department of Parks
Regional Director, Western and Recreation

Region State Resources Agency
P. 0. Box 2390
PR M
L BEE B0 de Sacramento, California 95811

INT: 2950=75
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