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historic Florence Townsite l-listoric District

and/or common same

2. Location
V <

4fl an irregular Q»'>€a bounded by 3rd Streets, FIorenceAStreet-. Butte Avenue 
r.pnfral Avp^hL:. ;infl rhagp/Ri.nnloc Hil-rh ^wy*- "O* tor publication
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street & number

city, town Florence

r.hacp/RiigQl

vicinity Of

state Arizona code 04 county Pinal code 021

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

X district public X occupied agriculture X . museum
buiidlng(s) private X unoccupied X commercial JL. park
structure _X_both work in progress X educational _X_. private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible X entertainment -X-. religious
object in process yes: restricted X government . scientific

N/A being considered X yes: unrestricted industrial . transportation
...no military . other:

4. Owner of Property
name Multiple ownership (see appended property inventory forms)
street & number

city, town . vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. pjnal noijntv rniirthniiqp

street & number Pinal and 13th Streets

city, town Florence state Arizona

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title See continuation sheet has this property been determined eligibie? . yes X no

date . federal state . county

depository for survey records JUA-
city, town state



7. Description
Condition Check one
_X excellent J( deteriorated _X unaltered
Jl. good ___ruins X_altered
X fair _X_ unexposed

Check one
_original site

___moved date

Describe the present and originai (if known) physical appearance

The Florence Townsite Historic District is located in central Arizona, on the south side 
of the Gila River Valley, within the Town of Florence, and lies between Central Avenue on 
the west, Florence Street on the east, the Chase/Ruggles Ditch on the north, and Butte 
Avenue on the south. Within the boundaries of the district is contained the core of this 
historic county seat's late 19th and early 20th century governmental, commercial and 
residential development. Sites and structures located in the district therefore collectively 
represent the progression of Florence from earliest beginnings as a small post-Civil War, 
Anglo-American trading center with an economic base of irrigated agriculture, to the town's 
emergence during early statehood years as Pinal County's and the Middle Gila region's 
major governmental and business center. Recently uncovered evidence also suggests that a 
Classic Period Hohokam settlement may have existed within the district's northern section.

From the district's lowest point in the northwest corner to its highest point in the south
east corner, the gently sloping land on which it is situated rises a total of about 20 feet 
in elevation. Florence is a planned community: since 1868 or 1869, urban development in 
the district has been based on a surveyed isotropic 'gridiron' utilizing 125-foot-square 
blocks and 60-foot wide streets. The district occupies an area of approximately 43 acres 
and takes in about one-fifth of the total area of that part of Florence lying south of the 
Gila River.

The boundaries of the Florence Townsite Historic District center on a rectangular "core area" 
on either side of Main Street, bounded by Quartz, Pinal, Twelfth Streets and Ruggles Avenue, 
containing almost all of the town's historic heart, or "business District", as it was known 
in the 19th century. The district also includes four additional contiguous areas of sig
nificant development: (1) across the north end of the "core", several blocks of Ruggles
Avenue (Florence's original Main Street); (2) five blocks on the eastern edge of the "core", 
selected to include early and significant Catholic Church properties (Fl-50 & Fl-51), as 
well as a significant residence (Fl-41); (3) six blocks at the southeast corner of the 
"core", containing the Second Pinal County Courthouse (Fl-43), plus two significant resi
dential structures (Fl-40 & Fl-44); and (4) six blocks adjacent to the "core's" southwest 
corner, containing five significant residences (Fl-4, Fl-6, Fl-7, Fl-8 & Fl-9), plus a 
significant institutional building (Fl-5). Within the district, cross-streets running east 
and west are Ruggles Avenue, 6th, 8th, 10th, 11th and 12th Streets; streets oriented north- 
south are Willow, Quartz, Granite, Main, Bailey, Pinal, Church, and University Streets.

Within the Historic District, structural density is greatest along Main and Bailey Streets, 
which together formed the town's original "business District". In this subarea, densities 
are highest along Main from 5th to 8th Streets and along Bailey from 10th to 12th Streets. 
Development along both Main and Bailey Streets is mostly in the form of contiguous one- 
story structures built flush with the right-of-way. East and west of this business district, 
structural density decreases rapidly as non-commercial uses take over. Lowest structural 
densities in the district occur immediately to the west of Main, between Quartz and Granite 
Streets. Two of the blocks between those streets are vacant; three contain only one build
ing each and two contain two or more buildings.

(continued)
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Florence Townsite Historic District

Significant

Fl-1, Fi-3 to Fl-61,
Fl-iA, F1-40A & B, F1-33A, 
F1-41A & B

Contributing

Fl-52 to Fl-60, Fl-62 to Fl-82, 
FI-85 to Fl-87. Fl-90 to Fl-99, 
F1-n4, Fl-119-120, Fl-22-23, 
Fi-128, F1-98A & B, F1-57A

Neutral

Fl-108 to Fl-111, Fl-113, 
Fl-115 to Fl-118, Fl-127, 
FI-140

Intrusions

Fl-105, Fl-107. Fl-112, 
Fl-124-125, Fl-137-138 
Fl-121

Total: 57 (6 ancillary)

Total: 52 (3 ancillary)

Total: 11

Total: 8
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Glossary of Architectural Terms

Lookout A short cantilevered timber support for an 
overhanging roof at a gable; typically used 
on Bungalows.

Matchstick ceiling A ceiling made of narrow (3V) tongued-and- 
grooved boards. Usually each board is given 
a beaded edge. Often a second bead was milled 
down the center of each board to give the 
appearance of narrower (1 3/8") panelling.

Saguaro rib ceiling A ceiling made of the ribs of the giant Saguaro 
cactus (Cereus giganteus or Carnegia gigantea). 
Laid at a right angle to supporting round log 
beams (vigas) in Sonoran-style adobe buildings, 
saguaro nbs were used to support an earth roof 
above, functioning as a structural roof deck as 
well as a ceiling. Saguaro ribs used in this 
way are referred to as savinas, especially in 
New Mexico.

i''': ■■
■

f

,I' ■
r'

Vigas The Spanish term for "beams". In Arizona the 
term is employed to describe the peeled round 
logs used as primary roof (or occasionally floor) 
supports in Sonoran-style adobe structures.
Vi gas in Florence were either cottonwood (typically) 
or ponderosa pine (rare). Usually used in con
junction with a saguaro rib ceiling/deck.
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This nomination is based upon intermittent survey work done from 1973 to 1981 by an 
architectural firm, Harris Sobin & Associates of Tucson, Arizona. The survey was 
principally funded by the Industrial Development Authority of the Town of Florence, 
Inc., aided by a matching grant from Arizona State Parks Board and a grant from the 
National Endowment for the Arts "City Options" Program. Results of the first phase 
of this survey (1973-1977) were published in Florence Townsite Historic District Study: 
Final Report (Harris Sobin & Associates, Tucson, 1977). A copy of this report together 
with more recent survey records are on file at the offices of the Historic Preservation 
Section, Arizona State Parks Board, 1688 West Adams, Phoenix, Arizona 85007. Two 
properties in the district, the First Pinal County Courthouse (Fl-15) and the Second 
Pinal County Courthouse (Fl-43) are already listed on the National Register.
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Outside the district to the north lie the actively farmed "bottomlands’"- of tlie alluvial flood 
plain of the Gila River, an extensive triangle of irrigated agricultural land reaching from 
the Diversion Dam 9 miles east of town.'to the Gila Indian Reservation 30 miles west of 
Florence and beyond, A clear-cut line of demarcation between this great band of open rural 
farm land and the fabric of the town is formed along the alignment of a historic irrigation 
canal, the Chase Ditch (F1-9S) which forms a portion of the northwest boundary of the district. 
In places, the Chase Ditch follows the line of a prehistoric Hohokam irrigation canal. Despite 
the fact that it has been subdivided into urban blocks and streets along with the rest of the 
townsite, the north edge of the district as well as that part of the district lying north of 
the district today still retains much of the open, rural quality these areas possessed during 
the latter part of the 19th century. Situated on a low terrace, just above the'fiwer'"b6ttom 
lands and the Chase Ditch, this northern portion of the town was originally the site of a 
number of farm residences and associated outbuildings. While the former sites of two such 
residences (Fl-94 and Fl-95) have been identified within the district, the only examples 
of farm residences standing today in the north Florence area are situated outside the district^-^ 
to the east.

South of the northern and more rural edge of the district is the next distinctive zone or 
subarea to be encountered, that of Rugqles Avenue, Florence's original Main Street, Desoite 
the spatial gaps which tvoicallv separated adjacent buildinqs on both sides of Ruggles Avenue, 
sometimes substantiallv, from one another, building facades and porches are mostly built 
flush with the street property lines, thereby defining a clear-cut street space. This sense 
of enclosure is subtly reinforced by the rows of young cottonwoods planted on both sides of 
Ruggles Avenue by the Town in 1976, Most Ruggles Avenue structures are single story residences. 
Two major exceptions are the Carmen Michea Residence/Store (FI-47), a two-story high pitched- 
roof adobe building, and the 1st Pinal County Courthouse (Fl-15), a large pitched-roof adobe 
building on the northwest corner of Ruggles Avenue and Main Street, whose west wing is two 
stories in height.

The central portion of the district is situated directly south of the Ruggles Avenue area. 
Centered on the north-south axis of Main Street, this rather extended central portion displays 
a strong consistency over its length. Thus, moving along any of those east-west streets, such 
as 8th Street, which cross the core area, the sequence of visual impressions is quite similar. 
The southwestern edge of the district, between Willow and Granite Streets, constitutes an 
almost entirely residential neighborhood. Buildings here are for the most part set back from 
street property lines, and particularly along Willow Street, are usually surrounded by mature 
trees, grass lawns, hedges, and other typically suburban landscaping features. This same 
suburban pattern is very much in evidence in those areas immediately outside the district to 
the west and south. East of this relatively green and well-tended neighborhood is an area 
between Quartz and Granite Streets in which several blocks are partly or completely vacant, 
with little or no vegetation. While this area is relatively open in character, it also contains 
the single most contained street space in Florence, that part of Granite lying between 6th 
and 8th Streets, where two brick commercial blocks, a gable-roofed adobe house and a group 
of tamarisk trees create a canyon-like, shaded urban alley.

Crossing Main and continuing east toward Bailey Street, the sequence from open to closed is 
reversed. In contrast to Main, Bailey Street is considerably less built-up, more open and

(continued)
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with more trees, lawns and landscaping in evidence. Commercial and residential structures 
alike are set back from the street, or from one another, or both. Exceptions to this 
general pattern include several rowhouses on the west side of Bailey between lOth and Ilth, 
and the quartet of buildings on the corner of Bailey and 11th Streets, all of which are 
characterized by "zero-setback" siting. Bailey Street's most prominent structure is the 
City Bakery, a two-story brick building (Fl-31) rehabilitated in 1973 as the Town Library,^ 
and located at the southeast corner of Bailey and 8th Streets.

While sharing the open, rather suburban character of the western part of the district, the 
southeastern part of the district contains more of a definite mixture of institutional and 
residential uses. For example, east of Bailey and the Library, 8th Street crosses Pinal 
Street, passes by two set-back residential buildings, then continues in front of the Catholic 
Church of the Assumption of 1912 (Fl-50), and the adjacent Gila Chapel complex of 1870-1895 
(FI-51), both on the south side of the street. These two church properties are situated 
near the east edge of the district between two of Florence's major recreational open spaces 
(both outside the district): the Little League baseball field located directly opposite the
church buildings on the north side of 8th Street, and the extensive and vacant grassy 
"church lot", located directly south of the church buildings and used in part as a municipal 
softball field.

Architecturally, the most prominent structure in the district is the Victorian 2nd Pinal 
County Courthouse of 1891 (Fl-43: on the National Register), sited in the southeast part
of the district in the center on its own landscaped "courthouse square" (equal to 4 regular 
town blocks). This structure, with its tall, ornate cupola/clocktower, constitutes a major 
point of orientation for much of the town as well as providing the most conspicuous Florence 
landmark for a large area of the surrounding valley. The top of the cupola commands a superb 
360° view of the entire district, as well as of a considerable stretch of the Gila valley 
and the Superstition and Pinal Mountains to the north and northeast of Florence. The build
ing still houses a large number of government offices and departments.

Main Street is today the center of much of the town's commercial and adult social life.
Along that portion of the street within the district are located several functions of county 
government; Florence Town Hall (Fl-122) ,police and fire station (Fl-114 & Fl-115) , the town's 
bank (Fl-65), Florence's only surviving 19th century hotel (Fl-16), its movie theater (Fl-59), 
its newspaper (in Fl-22), many of its professional offices, restaurants and small businesses, 
its major drugstore (Fl-77), almost all of its bars, and Florence's most important preserv
ation project to date. State Parks' restoration of the 1st Pinal County Courthouse (Fl-15; 
on the National Register), open to the public as McFarland State Historical Park. Development 
along Main Street has for the most part been in the form of contiguous one-story structures 
built flush with the right-of-way. While Main Street lacks a single truly predominant 
structure or visual focus today, the 2-story brick wing of Florence Hotel (Fl-16) on the 
northwest corner of Main and 6th Streets provides an orientation point near the north end 
of both the district and the street. Though the first block at the north end of Main Street 
is residential and institutional in character, the balance of Main Street is chiefly commercial 
in nature.

(continued)
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The Florence Townsite Historic District contains a range of building types: a social club,
commercial structures, two churches, a hotel, a movie theater, residences, and governmental 
buildings. A substantial number of residences, earlier commercial buildings, an early church, 
and the one surviving early government building are constructed of adobe (sometimes with a 
brick veneer and sometimes with a dimensioned timber roof). Some later-style residences 
and commercial buildings are of brick or frame. Larger structures are usually constructed 
of brick or concrete block.

A broad range of styles, stylistic conventions, and vernacular building traditions is found 
within the district. Among the vernacular building traditions represented in the district 
are Sonoran (an adobe vernacular or local version of Spanish Colonial), and Early and Late 
Transitional, two hybrid traditions characterized by the use of Hispanic adobe walling, and 
Anglo dimensioned timber-frame pitched roofs. An Early Transitional building is gable-roofed, 
uses few manufactured components, has "Sonoran" style street facades, and is built directly 
on property lines; a Late Transitional building has a hipped or pyramidal roof, makes greater 
use of mass-produced components available with the coming of the railroad, and has large 
"Anglo" style setbacks on all sides. This stylistic classification is based on a system de
veloped as an integral part of the work of the Florence Townsite Historic District Study 
(Sobin, 1975, 1977), the first study to identify, label and describe these two Transitional 
traditions and to delineate their significance. Established historic styles represented in 
the district include American-Victorian (with examples varying from builders' pattern book 
houses to a full-blown. Second Empire courthouse). Bungalow, Mission Revival, Pueblo Revival, 
Spanish Colonial Revival, Early 20th Century Commercial or Neo-Classical Revival, Art Deco, 
and Streamline Modern. Few of the district's buildings were architect designed. Many are 
rather plain, but often eloquent examples of regional building traditions which used those 
materials and techniques immediately at hand in an arid, isolated, and preindustrial setting.
A few of the district's buildings were carefully designed in accordance with the architectural 
language and syntax of several of the established styles. This approach was, ;however, usually 
confined to governmental or institutional structures. More often, where buildings do show 
clear evidence of having been influenced by established styles, that influence is manifested 
through the use of applied ornament or design elements.

A total of 128 sHes and buildings has been inventoried in the district. Of these, 57 are 
considered significant. Six^of these are ancillary to a primary structure. Fifty-two prop
erties are classified as contributing, with three being ancillary structures. Six of these 
have archaeological potential (Fl-94 to Fl-99),0n the basis of what was present on these 
sites historically, it is expected that archaeological data involved would be of value in 
understanding the life style and behavior of the occupants and, eventually, for increasing 
our knowledge of life in small Arizona towns such as Florence in the period 1866 to 1920.
It is known that filled-in latrines, wells, and other buried trash deposits are likely to 
occur on these sites due to extensive excavations in urban area elsewhere in Arizona (e.g., 
Tucson, Phoenix), excavations which have produced thousands of artifacts which have proved 
of great value in understanding life in a bygone era. Eleven properties are classified as 
neutral, that is to say that they neither contribute nor are intrusive to the district.
Eight properties are classified as intrusions. Because they are dispersed throughout the 
district, they have minimal impact upon its overall integrity.

(continued)
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The condition of the district's adobe building covers a full range from excellent to (in 
one or two cases) poor. A narrower range of condition characterizes the district's less 
maintenance-intensive masonry or frame structures. While older structures in outlying parts 
of the district have undergone relatively little modification, it is evident that both 
interior and facades remodelling have been resorted to on Main Street over the years. Un
derneath the various layers of paint, plaster, timber facings, "Western Front" arcading and 
facade remodellings. Main Street still possesses a large number of significant examples of 
Territorial or early statehood structures not outwardly recognizable for what they are, but 
nonetheless basically intact underneath.

In recent decades, a relative lack of development pressure has helped Florence Townsite 
District structures and urban patterns to survive, either intact or in recoverable form.
The limited contrasts encountered in the area are to be expected within a district containing 
a central business core and adjoining residential areas. The business core is characterized 
by contiguous buildings, with "zero-setback" street facades. Residential areas are typically 
"suburban" in character, with buildings set well back from both streets and property lines. 
Despite a variety of different land use patterns, and a wide range of building ages and 
styles, the district constitutes a cohesive entity, unified by a common integrity of materials, 
colors, and urban scale. The district's cohesiveness is further strengthened by a relative 
absence of intrusions or major remodellings.

:a
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8. Significance
Period
___ prehistoric

1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_X_ 1800-1899 
_JL 1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
. archeology-prehistoric 
. archeology-historic

___ agriculture
X architecture

___ art
X commerce 

___ communications

. community planning 

. conservation 

. economics 

. education 

. engineering 

. exploration/settlement 

. industry 

. Invention

. landscape architecture. 

. law

. literature 

. military 

. music 

. philosophy 

. politics/government

. religion 

. science 

. sculpture 

. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify)

Specific dates Multiple Builder/Architect N/A

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Despite the purely Anglo-American political origins of Florence, as one of the first two 
new settlements established in the Gadsden Purchase (that part of present day Arizona south 
of the Gila River) after control of the area passed from Mexico to the United States in 
1853, the town's Historic District today contains the most significant tangible manifesta
tion of the region's characteristically bicultural Anglo-Hispanic heritage. This apparent 
contradiction arises from the fact that Florence is located in a "cultural overlap" zone, 
where Anglo-American influences, diffusing southward from such Anglo culture centers as 
Prescott and later Phoenix, coincided with Spanish-Mexican influences disseminated north
ward from Hispanic culture centers in Mexico and in the Gadsden Purchase, such as Tubac and 
Tucson. Thus both Anglo and Hispanic cultural traditions, architectural styles, and urban 
development patterns met, mingled, and in some cases merged in Florence from the very be
ginning of non-Indian settlement of the region. An important consequence of this urban, 
architectural, ethnic, and social pluralism is a Historic District which today not only 
retains the basic fabric of an early Territorial town, but also contains examples of nearly 
every major vernacular tradition or architectural style utilized in Arizona during Territorial 
times or early statehood, representing both Spanish-Mexican and Anglo-American architectural 
and urban influences and trends. The district is not only a ready-made museum for the study 
of the development of architecture in Arizona since Territorial times, but also constitutes 
a living urban environment of strong and special character. There is also strong evidence 
of significant archaeological possibilities in the district, including the potential for 
buried remains both architectural and artifactual.

In addition to its environmental and architectural values, Florence is a community with 
substantial significance in Arizona's political, economic, and social history. First, it 
was one of the first Anglo-American settlements to have been founded in the Territory.
Second, the town attained early importance in the Territory as a trade and administrative 
center; Florence was the site of the first federal land office in southern Arizona (1871), 
came close to being selected as the Territorial capital, was third largest town of the 
Territory for a time,and during the region's silver mining boom period of the late 1870's 
was proposed as a possible site for a branch United States Mint. Third, Florence became 
the seat of the new county of Pinal upon its founding in 1875. And fourth, Florence was 
selected in 1909 as the second site for the Territorial Penitentiary. The institution 
still functions there today, in much expanded form, as the Arizona State Prison.

The Historic Pattern: Pre-1866 (Period of Indigenous Occupation and Use)

The earliest known settlements ijithe Florence portion of the middle Gila valley are those 
of the Hohokam peoples, dating from approximately 300 B.C. until about A.D. 1450. Based on 
desert farming, the Hohokam culture at first utilized flood-farming, but after about A.D.

(See continuation sheet)
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Verbal boundary description and justification
The Boundary of The Florence Townsite Historic District nomination is shown as the black 
line on the accompanying map entitled: "Florence Townsite Historic District" and drawn
at a scale of 200 feet to the inch._____
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state |\| //\ code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Harris J. Sobin, AIA, Principal Edited by SHPO staff 9/3/82

organization Harris Sobin and Associates date August 1981

street & number 6550 N. Skyway Road telephone (602) 297-0908 .1

city or town Tucson state Arizona 85718

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

___ nationai _JL_ state __ iocai

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National P^ Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

For NPS use only /

1 heraby certify that this property is inciuded in the National Register

date /C /

1 Keeper of the National Register f '

Attest* date
Chief of Registration
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500, developed increasingly sophisticated systems of canal irrigation. At the peak of 
their culture, Hohokam irrigated farming settlements existed in the Florence area on both 
sides of the Gila River valley. The Hohokam canal system, part of which is located just 
north of the District and which carried water as far as the Casa Grande pueblo, a National 
Historic Landmark located about eight miles to the southeast, represents the first and 
most important known man-made structures of any magnitude in this portion of the Gila 
valley. For reasons still poorly understood, the Hohokam suddenly disappeared about A.D. 
1450, abandoning their compounds, villages, and canals. By the mid-1600's, their successors, 
the Pimas, had established themselves in the area and continued the use of sophisticated 
Hohokam style irrigation.

Though there is no present evidence that the Pimas established permanent villages in the 
immediate Florence area during the Spanish colonial period, they made seasonal use of the 
area for farming and food gathering. Near the end of their rule in Southern Arizona the 
Spanish seriously considered the establishment of one or more presidios and missions on the 
Gila, but the plan was never implemented. Even without Spanish assistance, the Pimas 
successfully defended their fields and villages against raiding Apaches and Navajos. Though 
the Spanish remained loosely allied with the Pimas in their mutual struggles against the 
Apaches, the Pimas carried the burden of resistance. During the Spanish colonial and early 
Territorial periods, Piman settlements were concentrated downstream, extending some 40 miles 
from Maricopa Wells to within about 10 miles of future Florence. Following Mexican inde
pendence in 1821, and in recognition of the importance of Piman control anddefense of the 
better-watered and more level Gila route between Sonora and California, a peace treaty was 
negotiated between the Gila Pimas and the Mexican government. The fact that no permanent 
non-Indian settlements developed on the south bank of the Gila while it was officially part 
of either Spain or Mexico is likely a consequence of the cordial relationship between 
Hispanic authorities and the Pimas.

In the mid-1820‘s, Anglo-Americans first visited the Gila region. They were trappers, ex
plorers, and 'mountain men'. By the 1840's, several American military exploration parties 
had passed through the area, conducting preliminary survey work for a southern railroad 
route. They reported seeing little Indian life in the immediate vicinity of the future 
Florence but noted extensive evidence of long-abandoned settlements and ancient irrigation 
canals. Within six years of the Gadsden Purchase (1853) by which the United States acquired 
Southern Arizona, a number of Americans were farming along the Gila valley, apparently in 
the same area where existing Piman villages were concentrated. During and just after the 
Civil War, Indian and non-Indian activity and settlements in the Middle Gila were clustered 
in a 30 mile strip of the valley centered on Sacaton, a trading post 25 miles west of 
Florence. This densely occupied strip also included three Butterfield stage stations. 
Protection against further non-Indian encroachment on ancestral Indian lands in the area 
was one of the chief motives that led Congress to establish, in 1859, the 100-square mile 
Gila River Indian Reservation for the Pimas and Maricopas. Its eastern boundary was located 
20 miles west of the future Florence. The Reservation closely surrounded the zone most 
densely occupied by these tribes, leaving only valley lands east or west of the Reservation 
open to entry under the Homestead Acts.

(continued)
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The Historic Pattern: 1866-1874 (Early Non-Indian Settlement and Towhsite Periods)

After the Civil War, about 1865 or 1866, a small settlement, originally called Adamsville, 
was founded 12 miles east of the Reservation's eastern boundary. This marked the start of 
a sizeable post-war influx of both Anglo and Mexican-Americans to the area. This heightened 
activity apparently motivated Indian protests to Washington, leading the Indian Commissioner 
to propose an easterly extension of the Reservation as far as Adamsville. As a first step 
in implementing this policy, the local Special Agent in 1866 declared a prohibition against 
further entry or improvements of property within the proposed extension. While never fin
alized,- the mere threat of an impending easterly extension of the Reservation and conse
quent eviction without compensation impelled many settlers between Blackwater Station and 
Adamsville to resettle farther east. Much of this resettlement materialized as a group of 
scattered ranches in and around what was to become Florence. In addition to being safely 
beyond the protected extension, the Florence location was also the only safe point for 
fording the Gila for many miles along the valley in either direction. This fact is already 
indicated on an early map (1852) of the region on which a large number of north-south Indian 
trails on both sides of the river converge at this point. At approximately the same point, 
and on the south bank of the river, a settlement labelled "Rancho Alameda" is indicated on 
a Civil War period map of the Southwest (Johnson, 1864). A regional census taken just after 
the war (U.S. Census for Arizona Territory, 1867) enumerated five ranches: Chase's,
Morehead's, Ramirez', Mineros, and 'Ranch on the Gila'. Though "ranch" locations are not 
specified, the names of most of their occupants are among the inhabitants of Florence and 
Adamsville enumerated on the first regular census which included these towns (U.S. Census, 
1870). Within a decade, these "ranches" were to coalesce into a recognizable settlement. 
Clustered along the paths of a growing number of irrigation ditches, these farms or "ranchos" 
made a "staircase" pattern of square, 160-acre claims parallel both to the river and the

an early Anglo or Mexican-American preemptive claim 
to this line of scattered farms was by means of a trail 
The western end of this trail terminated just south of 
Leach's Wagon road, a military road connecting Fort 

Yuma with Camp Grant and El Paso. By 1868, the name Florence (or "Florence Settlements") 
was applied to the embryonic town.

land contour. Each claim amounted to 
under federal Homestead Acts. Access 
running roughly northeast-southwest, 
the settlement, where it connected to

At the midpoint of this settlement, a trading center developed when Levi Ruggles, agent for 
the Pima, Papago and Maricopa Indians since 1866, purchased a preemptive claim to the WaK 
bridge/Chase Ranch and house (site: FI-94) from C. G. Mason in 1868. Resigning fiis position 
as Indian agent, and working in partnership with Thomas Ewing, Ruggles drew up a town plan 
and was soon subdividing and laying out lots for sale on his newly-acquired claim and on 
land immediately to the east. Ruggles chose a uniquely small-scale grid (125 feet square 
blocks separated by streets 60 feet wide). This grid still characterizes the oldest part 
of town, including the Florence Townsite Historic District. One of Ruggles's early land 
sales was to E. N. Fish & Company of Tucson in 1868. E. N. Fish & Co. purchased a lot on 
the south side of the town's first street, directly across from the lot on which Ruggles would build his new house the following year (site: Fl-95). Fish & Co. proceeded to build 
and open Florence's first store (FI-3). The company's need for wheat and barley to meet 
government contracts to supply Arizona's newly repopulated Army outposts provided the crucial 
and necessary incentive for the town's early growth. Fish & Co. apparently attracted a

(continued)
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group of mainly Mexican or Mexican-American farmer-settlers from Tucson to claim arable 
land in the Florence area, with the promise that their claims could be "proved up" under 
the Homestead Acts, following federal survey, for only a small filing fee. This in turn 
helped Fish & Co. to assure itself of a steady supply of crops it needed for meeting its 
government contracts. Agriculture was to remain the sole economic base of Florence until 
the mid-1870s.

The Federal Survey of township T.4 S., R.9 E. in which the fledgling settlement was located, 
was completed in May, 1869. This opened up the area, under the Homestead Acts, for ac
quisition of 160-acre homesteads by payment of filing fees, plus 5 years' residence and 
improvements. In turn this helped induce more settlement in the region. In August, 1869, 
the U.S. Post Office Department opened a local post office at Florence, and in December, 
1870, the adobe Roman Catholic Chapel of the Gila (E. portion, Fl-51) was dedicated. It 
was the first church to be built in Central Arizona.

Florence now entered a period of further subdivision and expansion of the townsite while 
acquiring an increasingly important role as a federal and regional administrative center. 
During this period, Ruggles further subdivided and sold land to a growing population, in 
the area of earliest settlement (the northwest corner of the district), and in the eastern 
portion of the district (later to become part of the 160-acre federal Townsite). The first 
Federal Land Office in the Gadsen Purchase, with Ruggles as first Register, was opened in 
Florence in March, 1873, housed in the modest Walbridge/Mason ranch house (site: Fl-94). 
Until 1881, when the Land Office moved to Tucson, all federal land business for Southern 
Arizona was transacted at Florence. Local efforts to persuade the territorial legislature 
to establish a new county, with Florence as its adminstrative center, finally succeeded in 
January 1875. A bill, introduced by Florence pioneer, Peter Brady, created Pinal County 
with Florence the county seat.

The Historic Pattern: 1876-1902 (Mining and Canal Boom Periods)

In March, 1875, one of Arizona's major silver ore bodies was discovered at the Silver King 
Mine, 35 miles northeast of Florence. This discovery further boosted the town's population 
and strengthened its economy. It was during the ensuing "mining boom" period, that Florence 
became the major trading center for the area's new mining communities. At this time the 
Territorial Legislature proposed to Congress thp establishment of a branch mint in Florence, 
and the town acquired its first newspaper, The Citizen, published by John Cl urn in his 
home (Fl-12). In 1877, at the Florence Land Office, a federal townsite application for 
Florence was filed, covering the quarter section bounded by Main Street, Ruggles Avenue 
(the original Main St.), and Butte and East Streets. Suddenly, traffic heading through 
Florence for the mines to the north became predominant. This appears to have led to the 
renaming of a north-south street as the second Main Street of Florence.

By 1881, a second paper, the Arizona Enterprise, began publication in an adobe office on 
Bailey Street (Fl-35), with T. F. Weedin as editor and manager. By this time, Florence also 
boasted several general stores, including the second, much-expanded location of the E. N. 
Fish & Co. operation on the town's new north-south Main Street (Fl-25), 2 hotels, a brewery, 
28 saloons, 2 public schools, a Catholic church (Fl-51), a county courthouse (Fl-15), and 
a population of 942 (1880 Census). In 1879, the Southern Pacific main line reached Casa

(continued)
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Grande, providing Florence with a relatively convenient link with the rest of the country.
After a U.S. patent to the Townsite was issued in 1882, a protracted legal dispute, insti
gated , by Ruggles, was settled when Probate Judge Bartleson issued deeds not to Rugqles, 

as he demanded, but to the actual occupants of blocks and lots within the Townsite.

During the 1880s, Florence experienced a sharp economic decline caused by a national recession, 
loss of the town's federal Land Office to Tucson, and a steady decline in the quality of the 
Silver King's ore. In the late 1880s, Florence's fortunes changed once more, and the town 
enjoyed a second boom, based this time on a bold new canal and water storage scheme on a scale 
unprecedented for the Gila valley. Since the beginnings of the town, numerous early private 
canals (e.g., Fl-93) provided water for area agriculture but these proved inadequate to supply 
an increasing local demand. The Florence Canal and Land Company, established in 1886, planned 
an extensive irrigation scheme covering 150,000 acres of land southwest of Florence. During 
the next few years, this project generated much local optimism and a new rush of settlers into 
the region. Manifesting this new upsurge of local confidence in the town's future was the new 
W. C. Smith & Co. Building of 1889 (Fl-18), with a cast-iron glass and sheet metal front 
imported from St. Louis. A more important symbol of local confidence and pride was the monu
mental Second Pinal Courthouse (Fl-43) of 1891, designed by James M. Creighton of Phoenix.

In 1887, almost all of the Gila's flow was diverted into the new Florence Canal, benefitting 
local farmers but leaving little if any water to reach the Indian Reservation downstream.
This caused much hardship among the Pimas, leading finally to a sizeable migration north to 
the Salt River Valley, and to demands by both Indian agents and Indians for a dam on the 
Gila to assure future water supply to the Reservation. Provoked by the national panic of 
1893, a serious, lengthy drought (1896-1908) and subsequent agricultural depression, Flo
rence once again encountered economic difficulties. During this time, an event occurred with 
long-lasting consequences for Florence. Phoenix and Florence fought to secure one of Arizona's 
first federal reclamation projects under the National Reclamation Act of 1902. This contest 
ended in victory for Phoenix with authorization for construction of Roosevelt Dam on the Salt 
River.

The Historic Pattern: 1903-1931 (Late Territorial and Early Statehood Periods)

During the opening years of the 20th century, Florence slowly recovered from the economic 
slump of the 1890s. In 1904 a branch line of the Arizona Eastern railroad under construction 
from Phoenix to Winkelman, arrived at Florence Junction, just across the Gila from Florence.
In 1909, the Territorial Penitentiary was transferred to Florence from Yuma. Arizona was 
admitted as a state in 1912, and Congress passed the Gila Diversion Dam Bill in 1914. This 
led to completion of the Ashurst-Hayden Diversion Dam in 1926 and the upstream Coolidge Dam, 
assuring finally a dependable water supply for Florence and the agricultural areas below it, 
and partial restoration of the Pima Indians' water rights. During this early statehood 
period, the last commercial development of major consequence took place on Main Street, in
cluding the town's first movie theatre (ca. 1914: site is Fl-59 & Fl-61), and electric street 
lighting (1917).

The Historic Pattern: Post 1931 (The Modern Era)

During the Great Depression of the 1930s, Florence along with much of the rest of the state, 
suffered from the effects of the national economic downturn. Population remained almost

(continued)
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Static until after World War II. Since the war's end, the town has enjoyed a slow but steady 
increase in new residents. A substantial portion of the newcomers joined the expanding work 
force at the State Prison, as well as an expanding Pinal County government. Many recent 
arrivals are retirees, living for part or all of the year at Florence Gardens, a mobile 
home/RV community established on the north bank of the river in 1971 and since annexed by 
the town. Florence currently remains the center of an agricultural region based on irrigated 
farming supported by the Coolidge Dam/San Carlos Irrigation system. It is also the marketing 
and service center for residents of its part of the Gila valley. The town's population has 
increased, now standing at about 3400 people (1980 Census). Florence offers a pleasant, 
low-key way of life, without the large city burdens of traffic or pollution. Little funda
mental change has taken place since the early decades of this century. Florence is still 
surrounded by cultivated fields; it still retains much of its original street pattern, 
portions of its early urban irrigation system, and many of its older buildings. Thus, 
Florence provides today a clear picture of town development in Central Arizona during the 
past century.

The Demographic Pattern

The two major components of Florence's population (Hispanic, Anglo-American) have remained 
demographically predominant from the original settlement of the town to the present day.
From the very start (1866-68) of homesteading in the area, Anglo-Americans held most of 
the area's economic power, contributed most of the community's leadership, and provided 
nearly all of the town's early professionals, politicians, and promoters. Among Anglo 
residents were also many of the town's miners and teamsters, plus most of its saloon keepers, 
merchants, carpenters, and blacksmiths. Historically, the Hispanic group in Florence in
cluded miners, grocers, butchers, ranch hands, most of the town's masons, store clerks, 
and most of the area's farmers or farm laborers. By the end of the 19th century, the 
Hispanic group also came to include merchants, ranchers, and several community leaders. 
Florence's colony of displaced Europeans consisted mostly of farmers, ranchers, saloon 
keepers, and merchants, plus a long succession of French priests. Members of the small 
group of Chinese immigrants who began to arrive in Florence in the 1880's and 90's usually 
held jobs as laundrymen or cooks, but within a few decades the list of this group's 
occupations had expanded to include a grocer, a saloon keeper, and a restaurateur/hotelier. 
Another small group of Florence's early day residents was comprised of Arizonan and Sonoran 
born Indians who often had Hispanic surnames. By the mid-1880's, some Papago members of 
this group had settled a small village a half mile south of the district. By 1918, this 
village had been relocated miles west of the district; "Florence Village", as it is 
called, was recently (1978) designated a federal reservation. Blacks historically consti
tuted the smallest minority identifiable from the Florence census data. Early members of 
this tiny group included the town's first barber, one of its first bakers, and a hotel cook.

A clear trend has emerged over the years in the relative importance of Florence's population 
groups. The first Census to include Florence p870) showed a clear majority of Hispanics 
(73%) over Anglos (23%) and a small (3%) minority of Europeans. Besides reporting fourfold 

^cv^«4^in the town's population, the 1880 Census recorded a definite Hispanic downturn (25% Anglo, 
67% Hispanic, 5% European), reflecting an influx of non-Hispanics during the mining boom 
of 1875-80. The 1980 Census figures suggest a steady continuation of the same population 
trend: Florence population today is made up of about 66% Anglos and 34% Hispanics.

(continued)
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Association with Significant Individuals

The major personalities of the town's first decade were typically farmers, prospectors, 
merchants, government officials, and clergymen. One of the district's earliest land 
claimants was Charles G. Mason, who arrived in Florence from Prescott and farmed the 
Walbridge ranch from 1867 to 1868. Either Walbridge or Mason built what has been tradi
tionally considered the first building in the district (site: Fl-94). In the next decade 
Mason sold his ranch, homesteaded another on the opposite side of the Gila, and was one 
of the discoverers of the Silver King Mine, which contributed materially to the prosperity 
of the entire region for over a decade. Rafael Saiz, Tucson dairyman and Arizona native, 
settled on the 160-acre tract which later became the federal townsite but sold his claim 
to Levi Ruggles in 1869 and moved back to Tucson. Another early claimant to farm land in 
the Florence area was Peter Brady, explorer, soldier, lawman, census official, federal 
surveyor, and Territorial legislator. Brady located about a mile west of the district at 
the end of the Chase ditch (Fl-93). He later introduced in the Territorial Legislature 
the bill which created Pinal County.

Without challenge, the most important political and business figure of early Florence was 
Colonel Levi Ruggles, a Civil War veteran, former carpenter, school teacher, and surveyor.
He is generally accepted as the founder of the town. Ruggles came to Arizona as an Indian 
agent but rapidly moved into land speculation and real estate development. During his 
local career, Ruggles served in a wide variety of town, county, territorial, and federal 
positions, including Probate Judge, Territorial legislator, and Register and Receiver of 
Florence's Federal Land Office. He appears to have first lived in the Walbridge/Mason 
"shelter" (site: Fl-94) but soon built a larger house on adjacent land (site: Fl-95).
Ruggles operated a general store on Main Street (site: Fl-21) and drew up the plans for 
the First Pinal County Courthouse of 1877 (Fl-15). Another early leader and Florence 
businessman, Joseph Collingwood, opened a branch of Tucson's E. N. Fish & Company in 1868 
and later became sole owner of the Florence branch of the business. He became the first 
Postmaster and built Florence's first two-story house, long the town's residential show 
place (site: Fl-98; windmill, F1-98A; help's quarters F1-98B).

The town's first clergyman was Father Andre Echallier. Accompanying Vicar Apostolic Sal- 
pointe from France in 1869, Echallier secured a conveyance of land from Ruggles in what 
was to become the federal townsite, constructed there in 1870 the Chapel of the Gila (E. 
portion, FI-51), and was its first priest. A famous personality associated with the Chapel 
is Dr. Carlos Montezuma. Born Wassajo, a Yavapai Indian, he was captured in a Pima raid 
at age 5 and was sold to Carlos Gentile, an itinerant photographer. He was baptized by 
Father Echallier at the Chapel in November, 1871, taken by Gentile to Illinois and Brooklyn, 
and brought up by a succession of guardians in a non-Indian world. He became a physician 
and nationally known advocate of Indian rights in adult life. Another early Florence 
personality is the extraordinary Captain John D. Walker. Part Indian, he was born in 
Illinois and came to Arizona as a member of Carleton's California Column in 1862. After 
his discharge from the Army, he lived with the Pimas and became a scientist, anthropologist, 
amateur physician, and self-taught linguist, writing the first Pima grammar. He later moved 
to Florence (Fl-48), and served with distinction in several elected positions, including 
county surveyor and the county's first Probate Judge. Walker was later a co-discoverer of 
the Vekol Mine in Papago country, a major silver lode.

(continued)
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In the last quarter of the 19th century, the list of the (district's major personalities 
expanded to include professionals such as attorneys, journalists and (visiting) architects, 
as well as a growing number of immigrants who moved to Arizona and developed highly success
ful businesses. A number of these individuals converted their drive, imagination, and 
training into positions of spiritual, political, or financial power in the community. Out
standing among these individuals are Florence's three early, dynamic, often opinionated, 
newspaper editor-managers: John Clum, Roll in Brown, and Thomas Weedin. Clum, a former
San Carlos Apache Indian agent, brought the Tucson Citizen to Florence in 1877 at the peak 
of the mining boom. He operated for a year out of his new home (FI-12) before moving the 
paper back to Tucson. Shortly after, he moved to the Territory's next boom town. Tombstone, 
and founded the Epitaph. Brown was, at times, a distinctly sharp-tongued advocate of Anglo 
values. He was part owner of the Citizen during and after its year in Florence and later 
edited the town's second paper, the Enterprise (1887-1894), through the canal boom period 
(residence: Fl-13, office: Fl-35). Aside from interests in mining and running a local assay 
office, Weedin managed and edited the Enterprise from 1881 to 1887 (Fl-35), as well as the 
town's third paper, the Blade-Tribune (1901-1913). Editor Weedin was also the town's first 
Mayor and, by any measure, Florence's most energetic booster of the period. In addition, 
Weedin served as a Pinal County Supervisor, Clerk of U.S. Court, a Territorial legislator, 
and Register of the U.S. Land Office in Phoenix. He was instrumental in inducing the 
Territorial legislature to move the Penitentiary from Yuma to Florence in 1909. Father 
Edouard Girard, French-born successor to Echallier as the town's priest, was responsible 
for building the first Catholic churches of Phoenix and Tempe (both began as missions of 
Florence) and a new Florence church (First Assumption) in 1884 (destroyed; site: FI-50).
He also built St. Theresa's Academy (Fl-51) in Florence in 1883 as an extension of the 
Chapel of the Gila.

Granville Oury (residence: Fl-48), prominent Florence attorney and real estate promoter, 
held a wide variety of public offices, including District Court judge. Territorial legis
lator, Speaker of the House, Territorial Attorney General, Arizona delegate to the Confed
erate Congress during the Civil War, and Pinal County District Attorney. Attorney Joseph 
H. Kibbey'moved to Florence in 1888 at the height of the canal boom, became counsel for 
the promoters of the Florence Canal Comapny, and was a recognized expert on Arizona s 
water problems. His talents won him quick fame and led to his appointments as Justice of 
the Territorial Supreme Court (1889) and as Territorial Governor (1905). Richard Sloan, 
another well known local attorney, later Associate Justice of the Arizona Supreme Court 
and last Territorial Governor, lived for a time in the Clark Residence (Fl-23).

Leading Florence merchants of the late 19th century period included Anglo-Americans such 
as Charles W. Tillman, cabinet maker, carpenter, and undertaker (residen(:e: Fl-53) and a 
number of displaced Europeans. These included Swiss-born Jacob Suter, tinsmith and hard
ware dealer (residence: FI-32), who served as Chairman of the Pinal County Board of Super
visors during the 1880's, and Joseph Spinas, also of Swiss origin (residence: Fl-32; 
rental house: Fl-33), an early settler, successful farmer and cattle rancher. Another 
displaced European was Jean-Baptiste Michea, a former French soldier and veteran of Maxi
milian's army in Mexico, who established a successful general merchandise store and lumber 
business adjacent to his Florence home (Fl-47). Another successful 19th century immigrant 
was Chinese-born Ah Lee, who became proprietor of a general merchandise store (FI-28) and

(continued)
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about i«yb, ot tne Morence Hotel iM-ib;. me nrst arcmtect Known to nave designed a 
Florence buildinq was James M. Creighton of Phoenix. He designed the most important ex
amples of the American Victorian styles to be built in Florence, including the 1889 W. C. 
Smith & Company Building (Fl-18), and won the competition to design the Second Pinal County 
Courthouse of 1891 (Fl-43). Creighton designed many other important structures throughout 
the Territory, including the first Maricopa County Courthouse and the first building of the 
University of Arizona, "Old Main",
During the first quarter of the 20th century, one of the most prominent citizens of Florence 
was John J. Keating (residence: Fl-4). An early stage coach driver, he settled in Florence 
by 1880, became a successful saloon keeper, investor, and entrepreneur, founded Keating's 
Dance Hall & Opera House, developed Main Street's Keating's Block (Fl-19 & Fl-20), and served 
in various public capacities, including Mayor, County Supervisor, and State legislator. Among 
other early residents who succeeded in local business ventures were Ramon Arballo, in 1884 
clerk at the Michea stores (Fl-47 & Fl-24), by 1893 a full partner, later a member of the 
town council, and Aquiles Arriola (residence site: FI-99), who ran the popular Cosmopolitan 
Store (site: Fl-119) for many years, starting in 1900. One of Aquiles' sons, Gus Arriola, is 
today nationally known as creator of the comic strip, "Gordo", said by old-time residents to 
represent faithfully (in disguised form) the bicultural life and times of early 20th century 
Florence. Another Arizona personality associated with Florence was George A. Mauk of Tombstone, 
Globe, and later Phoenix, who held successive posts as telegrapher. Wells Fargo expressman, 
railroad agent. Territorial auditor, and later U.S. Marshal. An early theater entrepreneur, 
Mauk's Florence properties (the Isis Movie Theaters, both first and second (Fl-59), and Mauk 
Building (Fl-61) were one link in what probably constituted the first chain of movie theaters 
in central Arizona. Other 20th century figures of note include Robert T. Jones, local pharma
cist in the early 1930's (Fl-77), later State senator and Arizona governor (1938-40); John H. 
Zellweger, cattle rancher and banker, who served as Mayor in the early 1930's (residence:FI-54); 
the famous cowboy actor, Tom Mix, who wintered in Florence (Fl-10) in the 1930's; and Ernest 
McFarland, a Florence attorney during the 1920's, who served in a series of increasingly pres
tigious public positions, including County Attorney, Arizona Supreme Court Justice, Governor of 
Arizona, and U.S. Senator from Arizona (offices: Fl-29 & Fl-38). McFarland purchased the First 
Pinal County Courthouse in 1974 and donated it to the Arizona State Parks Board, together with 
funding for its restoration as a State Park (Fl-15).

District Architecture's Contribution to a Sense of Time and Place
Relatively few district structures exemplify strict adherence to the established canons of 
19th or early 20th century architectural styles. Those which do are almost all architect 
designed, institutional or commercial buildings. For the most part, historic structures in 
the district represent a broad cross-section of the various vernacular building traditions 
which appeared in Arizona during the 19th and early 20th centuries. Many of these constitute 
simplified expressions of architectural styles of the day as interpreted by local builders. 
These anonymous structures provide a significant source of information concerning vernacular 
building design and technology during territorial and early statehood periods. The Florence 
Townsite Historic District is, for example, one of the few locations in Southern Arizona 
which fully demonstrates the region's typical three-stage "frontier sequence". This sequence 
begins with (first), an early period of acculturation, in which most Anglo and Mexican-American 
settlers adopt primitive, regionally congruous, Hispanic architectural and urban patterns re
lying on materials immediately at hand and on Mexican adobe masons using traditional techniques.
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Sequence continues with (second), a period of cultural fusion, coinciding approximately in 
Florence with the mining boom, in which Hispanic adobe walling is combined with Anglo- 
American framed roofs, the latter facilitated by the availability of dimensioned lumber 
and Anglo carpenters. The sequence ends with (third) a period of cultural importation, 
beginning in Florence with the canal boom, characterized by a sequence of "styles" far 
more dependent on manufactured materials and non-regional concepts, frequently made possible 
only by the coming of railroads and the opening of local brick yards. In Florence, as in 
many Southern Arizona towns, this phase was accelerated by the town's vision of itself as 
an important future city of metropolitan status. Though Florence has continued to grow at 
a modest rate, its early structures and the clear sequence they reveal have managed to sur
vive relatively intact, providing a significant and uniquely valuable illustration of the 
development pattern of a pioneer bicultural Arizona community.

Preservation Activity in the District
Public and private sectors have both taken an active interest in the preservation of the 
district's historic resources. The Florence Industrial Development Authority has provided 
the most important initiative and support in the following ways: (1) facilitating the
rehabilitation for adaptive use of the City Bakery (FI-31) as Town Library (1973); (2) 
rehabilitation of the 1888 Jacob Suter House (Fl-32) for adaptive use as Pinal Visitor 
Center (1976); (3) sponsorship of a detailed historic study of Florence (1973-77), encom
passing the oldest part of Florence, which included research and presentation of the town's 
general history, urban development, and architectural evolution, a district survey of a 
627-property:st.u.dy area, and a detailed preservation program for guiding future conservation 
and development, compiled and published in a 380-page Final Report (Sobin, 1977); and (4) 
sponsorship of the present National Register District Nomination for a defined area within 
the boundaries of the original study area, based on data developed by the earlier preser
vation study. The Florence Historic Townsite Preservation Study was awarded a $10,000 
"City Options" grant by the National Endowment for the Arts in 1974; in 1980 the study 
received a Recognition Award from the NEA's Grant Recognition Program.

The Town of Florence has implemented a portion of the urban street tree program outlined in 
the preservation study. Following ex-Govemor McFarland's donation of the First Pinal County 
Courthouse (Fl-15) to the Arizona State Parks Board in 1974, the Board restored the building 
as a public museum, dedicating it in 1978 as McFarland Historical State Park. State Historic 

Markers have recently been placed on both the Chapel of the GiU (Fl-51) and on the site of 
the 1869 Ruggles House (FI-95). With the personal support and continuing involvement of 
Arizona's Governor Bruce Babbitt, a campaign was initiated in 1980 to raise private sector 
funds for the stabilization and rehabilitation of the Chapel of the Gila (Fl-51) for adaptive 
use as a Senior Citizens' Center; the campaign has raised nearly $10,000 to date. The 
private sector has also rehabilitated a number of historic properties in the district, in
cluding the Clum/Guild/McFarland Residence (Fl-12), the J. B, Michea Residence (Fl-47), and 
the Cosgrove/Nicholas/Aguilar Residence (Fl-34). A one-day Walking Tour of the district, 
organized in March, 1980 and co-sponsored by the Florence Women's Club, the Industrial De
velopment Authority, and the Chamber of Commerce, attracted over 400 visitors; it is hoped

(continued)
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that the Tour will become an annual event. The Town of Florence has been most helpful in 
the process of collecting data on individual buildings during the survey for this nomination. 
In addition, as part of a community improvement project, the town is considering preserva
tion as the primary method of renovating and redeveloping Florence's Main Street area. The 
Florence Industrial Development Authority is also sponsoring the preparation of an historic 
Zoning Ordinance and a rehabilitation assistance fund program.

Criteria for District Boundaries

The boundaries of the district have been chosen to include an area containing the highest 
density of significant structures, while excluding vacant or unimproved properties which 
separate the district from other historic buildings. Boundaries have also been selected 
to exclude areas containing only archaeological sites along district boundaries. These 
criteria have led to selection of a set of boundaries which define a district which coin
cides with what is informally accepted locally as Florence's most historic area.
Intrusive Elements

Among the structures inventoried in this district, only eight have been identified as in
trusions. Two of these are mobile homes located along the extreme northwest perimeter of 
the district, while the remainder are in the southern tier. The overall effect of these 
elements is negligible in the overall context of the district.

Comparison with Similar Areas in Arizona

Florence Townsite Historic District is one of the very few urban areas in Arizona which 
still retains a significant proportion of streets and buildings representative of the 
region's original Hispanic or Anglo-Hispanic origins. It also exemplifies, those Anglo- 
American architectural styles and urban patterns typical of the latter part of the 19th 
and early 20th centuries. The closest comparisons in Arizona are probably the Barrio 
Libre and Armory Park historic neighborhoods of Tucson (both on the National Register).
An important distinction is that in these Tucson districts, a single cultural pattern 
predominates (Anglo-American in Armory Park, Hispanic in Barrio Libre), while Florence's 
Townsite District integrates both traditions.

Criteria for Evaluation of Structures

The criteria which were used in the evaluation of structures within the Florence Townsite 
Historic District are as follows:

SIGNIFICANT: Structures at least fifty years of age that add to the district's sense of 
time, place, and historical development by virtue of their location, design, setting, site 
emplacement, materials, workmanship, feeling, historic association, and integrity (or 
potential for recovery of integrity). Specifically, these structures must bear particular 
historical, architectural, archaeological, or cultural importance to the district's sense 
of time, place, and historical development. Example: Chapel of the Gila/St. Theresa's
Academy (FI-51).

iL
(continued)
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CONTRIBUTING: Structures that add to the district's sense of time, place, and historical
development by virtue of their age, location, design, site emplacement, materials, work
manship, feeling, historical association, and integrity (or potential for recovery of 
integrity). Example: Chin Foo & Chin Wing Building (Fl-69).

NEUTRAL: Structures that do not meet the criteria for "significant" or "contributing",
yet are compatible in terms of location, scale, setting, site emplacement, materials, 
feeling, workmanship, and historical association with structures in the district that do 
meet the criteria. Example: Biff's Cafe (Fl-118).

INTRUSION: Structures that detract from the district's sense of time, place, and historical
development in terms of location, scale, design, setting, site emplacement, materials, 
feeling, workmanship, and association, or structures in which the integrity of the original 
design, architectural features,; or spaces has been irretrievably lost. Example: Rieffer
Mobile Home (FI-138).
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Florence Townsite Historic District Maricopa, AZ 82001623
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Nomination Form

X Photographs (missing #9) 

_USGS Map



§1
September 8, 1982

ARIZONA
STATE
PARKS
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PHOENIX, ARIZONA 850C7 
TELEPHONE 602-255-4174

Mr. Jerry Rogers
Chief of Registration
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service
U.S, Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

r
i:

BRUCE BABBITT
GOVERNOR

STATE PARKS 
BOARD MEMBERS

A.C. WILLIAMS
CHAIRMAN
PRESCOTT

DUANE MILLER
VICE CHAIRMAN 

SEDONA

PRISCILLA ROBINSON
SECRETARY

TUCSON

GWEN ROBINSON
YUMA

SAM RAMIREZ
PHOENIX

REESE G. WOODLING
TUCSON

ROBERT K. LANE
STATE LAND COMMISSIONER

MICHAEL A. RAMNES
DIRECTOR

Dear Mr. Rogers:

Enclosed please find one National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 10-900 for the Florence Townsite 
Historic District, located in Florence, Arizona. Also included 
are Arizona State Historic Property Inventory Forms for each 
property within the district boundaries, maps illustrating 
district chronology, evaluation categories and photo reference 
points, and supplemental photographs.

Larger chronology and evaluation category maps have been mailed 
under separate cover.
I look forward to your response.

Cordially,

y/rrjari
William J. P^reault 

Historian/Registrar

for Ann A. Pritzlaff
State Historic Preservation Officer
WJP:mes

End.
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DEPUTY DIRECTOR
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September 8, 1982

Mr. Jerry Rogers
Chief of Registration
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

1
Dear Mr. Rogers:

Enclosed please find two maps provided as supplemental docu
mentation for the Florence Townsite Historic District in 
Florence, Arizona.

The National Register of Historic Places Inventory-Nomination 
Form 10-900 and other materials have been mailed under separate 
cover.

Cordially,

William J. rerreaul
M-

„ # ■

jrreault 
Historian/Registrar

for Ann A. Pritzlaff
State Historic Preservation Officer
WJPimes

End.
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Arizona 

State Parks

1300 W. Washington 
Phoenix, Arizona 

65007 
Tel: 602-542-4174 

Fax: 602-542-4186 
http://www.pr.state.az.us

Fife Symington 
Governor

STATE PARKS 
BOARD MEMBERS

William G. Roe, Chair 
Tucson

Joseph H. Holmwood 
Mesa

Ruth U. Patterson 
St. Johns

Sheri J. Graham 
Sedona

Vernon Roudebush 
Safford

J. Rukin Jelks 
Elgin

M. Jean Hassell 
State Land 

Commissioner

Kenneth E. Travous 
Executive Director

Charles R. Eatherly 
Deputy Director

“Managing and conserving natural, cultural, and recreational reeources”

October 15, 1996 RECEIVED 2280

Ms. Carol D. Shull
Keeper of the National Register
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service
U. S. Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

2 2 1996

National Register Delistings

Dear Ms. Shull:

Pursuant to 36 CFR 60.15, and upon recommendation of the Historic Sites 
Review Committee (HSRC) at its regular meeting October 10, 1996, we are 
petitioning for the removal from the National Register of Historic Places the 
attached list of properties for the reasons cited. A continuation sheet for 
each property is enclosed along with five photographs for buildings that 
have been altered:

Fred E. White Residence, 1108 Willow, Florence
306 San Carlos, Prescott
316 North Alarcon, Prescott
306 North Alarcon, Prescott
308 East Goodwin, Prescott

A photograph for 226 North Pleasant Street, Prescott, will follow under 
separate cover.

The owners of the listed properties, along with city officials, have been 
notified of our intent to petition HSRC and the National Register to delist on 
the grounds that the properties have been demolished or otherwise have 
ceased to meet the criteria for National Register listing. Our office has 
received no written objections from owners or officials.

We look forward to your response regarding the status of these properties.

Sincerely,

James W. Garrison
State Historic Preservation Officer

RWG:n
End.
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S-ta-te Parks

“Managing and conserving na-tural, cul-tural, and

August 18,2004

Carol D.ShuU 
National Register Keeper 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye Street, NW 8* Hoor 
Washington, D.C. 20005

at^ional resources"

Janet Napolitano
Governor

State Parks 
Board Members

Chair 
John U. Hays

Yarnell

Elizabeth Stewart
Tempe

William C. Porter
Kingman

Wiiliam Cordasco
Flagstaff

Gabriel Beechum
Florence

Janice Chilton
Payson

Mark Winkleman
State Land 

Commissioner

Kenneth E. Travous
Executive Director

Arizona State Parks
1300 W. Washington 

Phoenix, AZ 85007

Tel & TTY: 602.542.4174 
www.azstateparks.com

800.285.3703 from 
(520 & 928) area codes

General Fax: 
602.542.4180

Re: Florence Townsite (Amendment; new form, replacing 1981 form of
same name)
Pinal County, Arizona

Dear Ms. Shull:

It is my pleasure to submit the enclosed amendment of the National Register of 
Historic Places form for the Florence Townsite located in the Town of Florence in 
Pinal Coimty, Arizona.

This form replaces the 1981 form of the same name and provides an updated 
assessment of contributing and non-contributing resources within the historic 
district. As the district boundaries have not changed, the Arizona State Historic 
Preservation Office requests that the USGS topographic map currently on file be 
used for this nomination.

Please feel free to contact me at (602) 542-7136 or by email at 
KLeonard@pr.state.az.us if you have any questions.

Sincerely, ^ ^

Kathryn Leonard
National Register Coordinator
Arizona State Historic Preservation Office

enclosvue

Director’s Office Fax: 
602.542.4188
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NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86)

0MB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET

received 2280

Section Page Michea. Carmen. House 
name of property 
Pinal County. Arizona
county and State

»jUf 2 21996

Florence Townsite Historic District

Request for change in status due to demolition:

Carmen MicheaHouse
316 East Ruggles
Florence, Arizona
Florence Townsite Historic District

Documentation has been provided to SHPO that this property has been demolished. The Historic Sites 
Review Committee concurs with SHPO staff that this property should be removed from the National Regis
ter of Historic Places.
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NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET

OMB No. 1024-0018

Section Page Spur Theatre 
name of property 
Pinal County. Arizona

RECEIVED 2280

OGT 2 2 1996

°rf historic placesNATIONAL PARK SERVICE

county and State
Florence Townsite Historic District

Request for change in status due to demolition:

Spur Theatre
802 Main Street
Florence, Arizona
Florence Townsite Historic District

Documentation has been provided to SHPO that this property has been demolished. The Historic Sites 
Review Committee concurs with SHPO staff that this property should be removed from the National Regis
ter of Historic Places.
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NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86)

0MB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET
Section Page Langnickel/Bradv Residence 

name of property 
Pinal County. Arizona

RECEIVED 2280

OCT 2 2 1996

NAT REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

county and State
Florence Townsite HistoricDistrict

Request for change in status due to demolition:

Langnickel/Brady Residence
East side of Granite between 6th and 8th Streets
Florence, Arizona
Florence Townsite Historic District

Documentation has been provided to SHPO that this property has been demolished. The Historic Sites 
Review Committee concurs with SHPO staff that this property should be removed from the National Regis
ter of Historic Places.



NPSForm 10-900-a 
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET
Section Page Florence Fire Station 

name of property 
Pinal County. Arizona

0MB No. 1024-0018

RECEIVED 2280

OCr 2 2 1996
NAT RECISIER of historic places 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

county and State
Florence Townsite Historic District

Request for change in status due to demolition:

Florence Fire Station
Northeast corner of Granite and 8th Streets
Florence, Arizona
Florence Townsite Historic District

Documentation has been provided to SHPO that this property has been demolished. The Historic Sites 
Review Committee concurs with SHPO staff that this property should be removed from the National Regis
ter of Historic Places.
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NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86)

0MB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET
Section Page Valiev Variety Store 

name of property 
Pinal County. Arizona

RECEIVED 2280

OCT 2 21996

county and State
Florence Townsite Historic District

Request for change in status due to demolition:

Valley Variety Store
iPOl Main Street
Florence, Arizona
Florence Townsite Historic District

Documentation has been provided to SHPO that this property has been demolished. The Historic Sites 
Review Committee concurs with SHPO staff that this property should be removed from the National Regis
ter of Historic Places.
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(8-86)

0MB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET
Section Page American Cafe 

name of property 
Pinal Countv. Arizona

received 2280

OCT 2 2 1996

county and State
Florence Townsite Historic District

Request for change in status due to demolition:

American Cafe
1005 Main Street
Florence, Arizona
Florence Townsite Historic District

Documentation has been provided to SHPO that this property has been demolished. The Historic Sites 
Review Committee concurs with SHPO staff that this property should be removed from the National Regis
ter of Historic Places.
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NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86)

0MB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET
Section Page Gav Residence and Shed 

name of property 
Pinal County. Ari7ona

RECEIVED 2280

lJu 2 21996

HISTORIC PLACESN'^'T.iQNAL park SERVICE

county and State
Florence Townsite Historic District

Request for change in status due to demolition:

Gay Residence and Shed 
118 East Ruggles Avenue 
Florence, Arizona 
Florence Townsite Historic District
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Documentation has been provided to SHPO that this property has been demolished. The Historic Sites 
Review Committee concurs with SHPO staff that this property should be removed from the National Regis
ter of Historic Places.
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NPSForm 10-900-a 
(8-86)

0MB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

RECEIVED 2280

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET

2 21996
NAT REGISfER Of HISTORIC PLACES 

national park STRVirF ^

Section Page Collingwood/Stevens Residence Servants' Quarters 
name of property 
Pinal County. Arizona
county and State
Florence Townsite Historic District

Request for change in status due to demolition:

Collingwood/Stevens Residence Servants' Quarters 
Southwest comer Pinal and 6th Streets 
Florence, Arizona 
Florence Townsite Historic District

Documentation has been provided to SHPO that this property has been demolished. The Historic Sites 
Review Committee concurs with SHPO staff that this property should be removed from the National Regis
ter of Historic Places.
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NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET

OMB No. 1024-0018

Section Page Clorence City Yard #1 Warehouse

RECEIVED 2280

OCl 2 21996

name of property
Pinal County. Arizona
county and State
Florence Townsite Historic District

NAT REGISTER OF HISTORIC PI ACES 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Request for change in status due to demolition:

Florence City Yard #1 Warehouse
East side of Quartz between 8th and 10th Streets
Florence, Arizona
Florence Townsite Historic District

IE

Documentation has been provided to SHPO that this property has been demolished. The Historic Sites 
Review Committee concurs with SHPO staff that this property should be removed from the National Regis
ter of Historic Places.
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0MB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET
Section Page Residence at 909 Bailev Street

name of property 
Pinal County. Arizona

RECEIVED 2280

uCi 2 2 1996

NAT REGIS'TER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

county and State
Florence Townsite Historic District

Request for change in status due to demolition:

Residence at 909 Bailey Street
Florence, Arizona
Florence Townsite Historic District

Documentation has been provided to SHPO that this property has been demolished. The Historic Sites 
Review Committee concurs with SHPO staff that this property should be removed firom the National Regis
ter of Historic Places.
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NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86)

0MB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET
Section Page White. Frederick G.. Bungalow 

name of property 
Pinal County. Arizona

RECEIVED 2280

OCT 2 2 1996

NAT, REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

county and State
Florence Townsite Historic District

Request for change in status due to demolition:

Frederick G. White Bungalow
Northwest corner of Pinal Street & Ruggles Avenue
Florence, Arizona
Florence Townsite Historic District

Documentation has been provided to SHPO that this property has been demolished. The Historic Sites 
Review Committee concurs with SHPO staff that this property should be removed from the National Regis
ter of Historic Places.
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NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86)

0MB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section Page White. Fred E...Residence 
name of property 
Pinal County. Arizona

RECEIVED 2280

uCr 2 21996

county and State
Florence Townsite Historic District

Request for change in status due to severe alteration::

Fred E. White Residence
1108 Willow Street
Florence, Arizona
Florence Townsite Historic District

Documentation has been provided to SHPO that this property has been severely altered by being completely 
sheathed with vinyl siding. The Historic Sites Review Committee concurs with SHPO staff that the status 
of this property should be changed from contributor to non-contributor.
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PROPERTY NAME AND LOCATION

RECEIVED 2280

.. -:rO

NAT REt|i;.'' :REA|6S^ O DELIST

IJiv.
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Pinal County, Florence, Arizona: Demolished
Florence Multiple Resource Area 

Devine Home, 1200 Central 
Encinas-Cordova House, 500 East Butte 

Florence Townsite Historic District
Carmen Michea House, 316 East Ruggles Avenue 

Spur Theatre, 802 Main Street
Langnickel/Brady Residence, East side of Granite between 6th & 8th Sts.
Florence Fire Station, Northeast comer of Granite & 8th Streets
Valley Variety Store, 1001 Main Street
American Cafe, 1005 Main Street
Gay Residence and Shed, 118 East Ruggles Avenue
Collingwood/Stevens Residence Servants' Qtrs., Southwest comer Pinal
and 6th Streets
Florence City Yard #1 Warehouse, East side of Quartz between 8th & 10th Sts. 
Residence at 909 Bailey Street
Frederick G. White Bungalow, Northwest comer of Pinal St. & Ruggles 

Avenue

Fred E. White Residence, 1108 Willow Street 
(See photographs enclosed.)

Severely altered by 

complete sheathing with 

vinyl siding

Maricopa Coimty:
Saguaro Ranch. Glendale 

Small shed Demolished by wind
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■A UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION

PROPERTY
NAME:

Florence Townsite Historic District

MULTIPLE
NAME:

■V-

STATE & COUNTY: ARIZONA, Pinal

DATE RECEIVED:
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

10/22/96 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 12/06/96

REFERENCE NUMBER: 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

82001623

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N
OTHER: N PDIL: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N

LANDSCAPE; 
PERIOD: 
SLR DRAFT;

N
N
N

LESS THAN 50 YEARS; 
PROGRAM UNAPPROVED; 
NATIONAL:

N
N
N

COMMIT WAIVER: N
Accept return REJECT I 1. ^(o ’9Jf DATE

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

Additional Documentation Aooepted

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 

REVIEWER

TELEPHONE

DISCIPLINE_

DATE

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N
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NPS Form 10-900 
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
REGISTRATION FORM
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the 
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Conplete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box 
or by entering the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For 
functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instmctions. Place 
additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to con^lete all 
items.

0MB No. 1024-0018

%

1. Name of Property

historic name Florence Townsite Historic District (amendment: new form, repiacing 1981 form of the same name)

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number Roughly bounded by Florence Street and Central Avenue, and 3"* and 16“" Streets

city or town Florence____________________________________ ______________

state Arizona code AZ county Pinal code 021

not for publication 

vicinity

zip code 85232

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this X nomination
__request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places

and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property X meets^does not meet the
National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant___nationally____statewide X locally.
(___See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying omciar
I Date

StaH^orWf^ralagMi(!y and bureau f ~ -

In mv opinion, the propertv meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby certify that this property is;
I entered in the National Register 

I I See continuation sheet.

Signature of Keeper

determined eligible for the National Register 
See continuation sheet.

determined not eligible for the National Register 

removed from the National Register

Date of Action



USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form 
Florence Townsite Historic District 
Pinal County, Arizona

Page 2

4. National Park Service Certification

I hereby certify that this property is: 
entered in the National Register 

___See continuation sheet.
____determined eligible for the National Register

___See continuation sheet.
____determined not eligible for the National Register

removed from the National Register 
____other (explain):

Signature of Keeper Date of Action

5. Classification
==:==:=========:==rr:======zz=:==: ====2===:=;=:==:=:==:====:=

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 
_X_ private 
_X_ public-local 
_X_ public-state 
___public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
___building
_X_ district
___site
___structure
___object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing 
_115_ _23_ buildings
___6_  0 sites
___3_ _0_ structures
___0_ 0 objects
_124_ _23_ Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register__5_

Name of related multiple property listing: N/A



rI

USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form 
Florence Townsite Historic District 
Pinal County, Arizona '

Page 3

6. Function or Use
==============:===:=:===========================================================;======:=======

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Category: DOMESTIC Subcategory; Single dwelling/multiple dwelling

COMMERCE/TRADE

SOCIAL
GOVERNMENT

RELIGION

Business/professional/financial/specialty store
department store/restaurant
Meeting hall/clubhouse/civic
City hall/courthouse/post office/govemment
office
Religious facility

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Category: DOMESTIC Subcategory; Single dwelling/multiple dwelling

COMMERCE/TRADE Business/professional/financial/specialty store 
/restaurant

SOCIAL
GOVERNMENT

RELIGION

Meeting hall/clubhouse/civic 
Courthouse/government office/correctional 
facility (police station)
Religious facility

7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
Category: LATE VICTORIAN/American-Victorian

LATE 19th & 20th CENTURY REVIVALS/Pueblo Revival; Mission Revival; Spanish Colonial 
Revival

LATE 19th & EARLY 20th CENTUF^Y AMERICAN MOVEMENTS/Bungalow/Craftsman/ 
Commercial

MODERN MOVEMENT/Ranch; Minimal Traditional
OTHER/Sonoran;Early Transitional; Late Transitional (per Sobin typology on 1981 NRHP form)

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
Foundation: STONE. CONCRETE
Walls: ADOBE, WOOD, BRICK. CONCRETE
Roof: OTHER (Composition shingle, built-up). WOOD, METAL
Other: N/A

Narrative Description {SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS 7-18)

It



USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form 
Florence Townsite Historic District 
Pinal County, Arizona -

Page 4

s======s:ss:=ss=====:: =========
8. Statement of Significance

==========!

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National 
Register listing)
__X_ A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.
__X_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
_X_ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or represents the 

work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components lack individual distinction.

__X_ D Property has yielded or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)
____A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
____B removed from its original location
____C a birthplace or a grave.
____D a cemetery.
____E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
____F a commemorative property.
____G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
COMMERCE
EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT
POLITICS/GOVERNMENT
ARCHITECTURE
ARCHAEOLOGY:Historic (Non-Aboriginal)

Period of Significance j
1866-1953

Significant Dates
1866: construction of earliest property in the district 
1875: designation of Florence as seat of Pinal County

1908: town incorporation

Significant Persons
Arriola, Aguiles & Gus; Brown, Rollin C.; Clarke, William; Clum, John P.; Coker, Elmer W.; Collingwood, Joseph; 
Echallier (Father) Andre; Keating, John; Mason, Charles G.; McFarland, Ernest W.; Oury, Granville; Ruggles, 
Levi; Walker, John D.; Weedin, Thomas

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A

Architect/Builder
Various, including: James M. Creighton; Lescher & Kibbey; Lescher & Mahoney 

Narrative Statement of Significance (SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS 19-27)

''***:' irilliiit



USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form 
Florence Townsite Historic District 
Pinal County, Arizona '

Page 5

9. Major Bibliographical References
:=========:==:=--

===========;

Bibliography (SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS 28-29)

Previous documentation on file (IMPS)
___preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
_X_ previously listed in the National Register (1981 form prepared by Harris J. Sobin, AIA)
___previously determined eligible by the National Register
___designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data
___State Historic Preservation Office
___Other State agency
___Federal agency
_X_ Local government
___University
___Other

Name of Repository: Town of Florence, 775 North Main Street, Florence, AZ 85232

10. Geographical Data
r=====s=s=s==sssss=ssss=:

Acreage of Property __app. 60__

UTM References (See accompanying USGS map/Figure 1 for point references)
A. 12/463695/3655180 D. 12/464180/3654920 G. 12/463660/3654370
B. 12/463880/3655230 E. 12/464080/3654700 H. 12/463600/3654720
C. 12/464210/3655100 F. 12/463340/3654490 1.12/463710/3654970

Verbal Boundary Description
The boundary is shown by the broken line on the accompanying map entitled "Florence Townsite Historic District" 
(Figure 2). The boundary encompasses approximately 60 acres.

Boundary Justification
The boundary defines a concentration of nineteenth and early to middle twentieth century buildings, structures, 

and historical-archaeological sites that retain integrity. The boundary has been drawn to include an area containing a high 
density of significant properties, and to exclude localities containing concentrations of modern properties. Within the 
district, the percentage of contributing properties is 84 percent. Outside the district boundary, the density of Register- 
eligible properties decreases markedly. The district boundary also coincides with what is recognized locally as Florence's 
most historic area.

1 .



USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form 
\ Florence Townsite Historic District 

Pinal County. Arizona '

Page 6

11. Form Prepared By

name/title: Pat Haigh Stein
organization: Arizona Preservation Consultants
street/number; 6786 Mariah Drive
city or town: Flagstaff state: AZ

date: September 2003 
telephone: (928)714-0585 
zip code: 86004

The present nomination replaces the 1981 nomination for the "Florence Townsite Historic District," prepared by 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA.

======1:=:====:====:===:===:======:=:

Additional Documentation

'

Continuation Sheets (pages 7-30)

Maps
uses map (7.5' series) indicating the property's location (Figure 1)
District map, indicating contributing and non-contributing properties (Figure 2)

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the district (Photos 1-10).
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NFS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

OMB No. 1024-0018

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section __7__ Page _7_ Florence Townsite Historic District 
Pinal County. Arizona

DESCRIPTION

SUMMARY

The Florence Townsite Historic District consists of a concentration of buildings, structures, and historical-archaeological 
sites that represent commercial, residential, and governmental growth in the county seat of Pinal County from the 
nineteenth through the middle twentieth centuries. Contributors include 115 buildings that reflect a broad range of styles 
and vernacular traditions; five of the contributing buildings are individually listed on the National Register. Contributors 
also include six historical-archaeological sites and three structures. Non-contributors are properties less than fifty years 
old or those which have lost integrity. A total of 147 properties comprise the district, with 124 contributing and 23 non
contributing resources.

Factors Leading to the New Nomination, and Methods Used in Its Preparation

The present nomination replaces the nomination for the "Florence Townsite Historic District" prepared in 1981 by Harris 
J. Sobin, AIA. The 1981 nomination was based upon detailed survey work conducted from 1973 to 1981 by the 
architectural firm of Harris Sobin & Associates of Tucson. Using the terminology of the day, the 1981 nomination 
recommended that 57 properties within the district be considered as "significant," 52 as "contributing," 11 as "neutral," 
and eight as "intrusions." The district was listed on the National Register in 1982.

During the 1990s, the State Historic Preservation Office reclassified the 128 properties in the district. Using terminology 
that was, by then, more widely accepted in preservation, the SHPO re-counted the properties and classified them as 
either "contributors" or "non-contributors" to the district. The reclassification took into account the fact that 12 buildings 
had been demolished or had lost integrity since the district was listed in 1982. When the 1990s re-count was completed, 
the SHPO found that 108 properties in the district contributed to its historic character and eight did not.

By the turn of the 21st century, both SHPO and the Town of Florence recognized the need to update the 1981 
nomination data base. The most pressing problem resulted from the fact that all street addresses had changed; this led to 
consideration confusion regarding which properties were listed and which were not. A second issue was that significant 
changes had occurred to the resource base. Some buildings had been handsomely restored. A few had been 
insensitively remodeled. Some had been razed, and new buildings had been constructed. Properties had aged, and some 
that were formerly deemed non-contributors because of their relative youth, might now meet the minimum-age, 50-year 
requirement for historic designation. The third issue was a desire on the part of the Town and its Historic Preservation 
Advisory Committee to expand the district to encompass additional properties that played important roles in the 
community's past.

With these factors in mind, the SHPO and Town in 2003 co-sponsored a re-examination of the Florence Townsite 
Historic District. With input from the Town and Advisory Committee, the consultant: reviewed previous survey and 
nomination data; conducted historical research to gain an understanding of the district's period of significance and areas 
for potential expansion; completed inventory forms for properties within the expanded district; and prepared the current 
nomination. In reviewing the previous survey forms, the consultant completed a new inventory form if a property's status
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OMB No. 1024-0018

Section __7__ Page _8_ Florence Townsite Historic District 
Pinal County. Arizona

had changed from eligible (contributing) to ineligible (non-contributing), or vice versa. If a property's contributor/non
contributor status had not changed, then the previous survey form was retained, but the new address was added to it.

The present study conducted archival research by examining historical maps (including Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps), 
deeds, property record cards, period newspapers, historical photographs, biographical information (including obituaries), 
and miscellaneous records. Such materials were found at the Pinal County Historical Museum, the Pinal County 
Recorder’s and Assessor’s offices, and at Arizona State Library, Archives, and Public Records. Interviews were also 
conducted with persons having knowledge of properties for which written information was poor or unclear.

Location and Setting

The Florence Townsite Historic District is located in central Arizona within the Town of Florence. The town has served as 
the seat of Pinal County since the county was created in 1875. Florence lies approximately 60 mi southeast of the state 
capital of Phoenix and 70 mi north of the metropolitan area of Tucson.

The geographic setting is the alluvial plain of the Gila River Valley. The town and district lie on a terrace south of the Gila 
River approximately midway between the river’s source and its junction with the Colorado River. The elevation of the 
Sonoran Desert community is about 1500 ft above sea level. Annual rainfall normally varies from 10 to 12 inches. The 
topography of the district is nearly flat, rising about 20 ft from its lowest point at the northwest corner to its highest point 
at the southeast corner. In 1881, a business directory reported that the temperature ranged from a summer high of 114 
degrees Fahrenheit in June to a low of 20 in January. The same directory noted that during "a short period in summer the 
days are very warm, but the nights are cool, and generally throughout the year the weather is delightful" {Arizona 
Business Directory and Gazetteer, 1881, cited in Nichols 1976:2). Such a favorable description likely enticed prospective 
settlers and contributed to the early growth of the town.

Settlement Pattern

As Sobin (1981) has noted, Florence is a planned community. Shortly after settlement in 1866, development began to 
follow a surveyed, isotropic grid comprised of 125-ft-square blocks with 60-ft-wide streets. The matrix gave Florence an 
orderly character as it grew during subsequent decades.

The district contains three distinct zones. The central zone, extending along Main Street, is the town's historic business 
district. Commercial buildings dominate the central core, although several homes, government offices, and social halls 
are also present there. Building density is higher in the central zone than elsewhere in the district. Development along 
Main Street occurs mostly in the form of contiguous, one-story structures with no setback from the sidewalk.

East of the central business core is a zone of mixed use. The Second Pinal County Courthouse (FL-43), sited on its own 
landscaped courthouse square, is the most prominent building of the eastern zone. With its ornate detailing and tall 
clocktower, the courthouse is a prominent landmark that provides a point of orientation for much of the town. A short 
distance north of the courthouse is the Catholic church complex, consisting of the 1870-1895 Chapel of the Gila (FL-51), 
the 1911-1912 Church of the Assumption (FL-50), and the circa-1959 church rectory (FL-136). Immediately north of the
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Catholic Church complex is a park that formerly served as the site for the community's first Protestant church, an 
elementary school, and the town library: the park now contains a senior center (FL-164), baseball diamond with 
concession stand (FL-165), and a small building (FL-166) that was once part of the elementary school. The eastern zone 
also includes many fine historic residences, a modern police station, and several offices. Redevelopment is more 
apparent in this zone than elsewhere in the district. A well-enforced historic zoning ordinance (in effect for the past 20 
years) has ensured that the modern construction is sensitive to, and compatible with, the historic neighborhood.

The third zone lies west of the central business core. One, one-and-a-half, and occasionally two-story residential 
buildings dominate the western zone. A Protestant church (FL-144) and women's clubhouse (FL-5) are the dominant 
buildings of the neighborhood. The earliest properties of the district-including four historical-archaeological sites, an 
irrigation ditch, and several homes-are found in the northern part. The southern part contains a concentration of 
especially fine historic residences that extend southward along South Willow Street almost to 17th Street. Two major 
amenities made South Willow a particularly desirable residential area in historic times; the town high school and county 
hospital were situated short distances to the south.

Buildings

The Florence Townsite Historic District contains a vibrant mix of architectural styles and vernacular traditions 
representing construction from early Territorial times through the post-World War II building boom. Borrowing a 
technique known as "sequence dating seriation" from the field of archaeology, architect Harris Sobin (1976 and 1977) 
meticulously documented the architectural evolution of the community. The seriation approach yielded three major 
findings; !
1. With the sole exception of the "American-Victorian" style, all traditions and styles which originated during Territorial 
times (pre-1912) continued in steady, simultaneous use until as late as the middle twentieth century, then came to a 
sudden end circa 1950. A surprising discovery was the persistence of the community's three original adobe styles, with 
earthen structures built as late as the 1950s;
2. An attempt was initially made by Sobin to use only standard stylistic nomenclature for describing building traditions 
and styles. However, that did not prove feasible when forms emerged for which no fully adequate name could be found in 
the literature. Therefore, two "new" styles were defined: "Early Transitional" and "Late Transitional." Recognition of these 
styles filled a gap in the local evolutionary sequence from the early Sonoran tradition to later Anglo-American styles; and
3. The study revealed a steady trend away from the early, totally handmade buildings (heavy in weight, permanent in 
character, built of natural materials found on or near the site, and tied closely to the region and its climate) through later 
periods, when buildings were constructed partly with natural, local materials and partly with imported machine-made, 
prefabricated or industrialized products. The study also documented the appearance, during the modern period, of totally 
mass-produced, assembly-line products (best represented by the mobile home) that bore no reference or response to the 
context in which they were placed (Sobin 1977:91-95).

The 2003 study retained Sobin's typology, which proved workable and more than adequate for classifying buildings in the 
expanded district. The building traditions and styles of the Florence Townsite Historic District are described below, in 
approximate chronological order.
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Sonoran

Florence was founded in the part of the Territory of Arizona that was acquired from Mexico through the Gadsden 
Purchase of 1853. The town’s earliest buildings reflected strong Spanish-Mexican influences. Such buildings typically 
included sun-dried adobe walls with high parapets, round wooden beams (vigas), sahuaro-rib roof decks, flat mud roofs, 
projecting drainpipes (cana/es), and cloth ceilings {mantas). Later examples used dimensioned lumber for beams and 
roof decks, but retained the heavy mud roof. Buildings in this tradition were usually flush-fronted row houses. Their street 
facades tended to be set directly on the property line. The first Sonoran building in Florence was constructed in 1866, the 
last in the 1950s. Within the district, rare survivors of this once-common vernacular form include the George A. Brown 
Shed (FL-1A), the Chapel of the Gila (FL-51), Charles Rapp's Saloon (FL-26), and the Jesus Martinez House (FL-30).

Early Transitional

The second major architectural style to appear in Florence coincided with an influx of Anglo settlers following the Civil 
War. The style marked a fusion of Sonoran materials and techniques with American-Victorian construction concepts. The 
resulting hybrid, termed the Early Transitional by Sobin, was characterized by adobe walls topped with dimensioned- 
lumber sloping roofs (usually gabled, and covered with wooden shingles). Buildings in this style bore some resemblance 
to Greek Revival farmhouses of the East and Midwest-in form, if not in materials. Early Transitional buildings were 
usually detached from their neighbors in the Anglo manner, but street facades were usually built to property lines in the 
Sonoran manner. Examples of this style in the district include the First Pinal County Courthouse (FL-15), the William 
Jennings House (FL-14), the Cosgrove/Nicholas/Aguilar House (FL-34), the First E. N. Fish & Co. Store (FL-3), the 
George A. Brown House (FL-1), and the Second E. N. Fish I& Co. Store (FL-25). The First Pinal County Courthouse (now 
McFarland State Historic Park) has been individually listed on the National Register since 1974.

Late Transitional

The next phase of architectural evolution followed the completion of the Southern Pacific Railroad across southern 
Arizona in 1881. The transcontinental carrier accelerated the import of mass-produced building components and 
architectural concepts from the East. The resulting Late Transitional style continued the fusion of Sonoran and Anglo 
building concepts. Buildings in this style-usually houses-were normally square in plan, and had adobe walls, wood
framed hipped or pyramidal roofs (often covered with sheet metal), wooden porches, bay windows, and set-backs on all 
sides. Temporally and stylistically, such houses bore a general resemblance to Colonial Revival-style buildings 
elsewhere in the country. Acquired from distant manufacturing centers, decorative and functional items (such as 
corrugated sheet metal roofing; prefabricated double-hung, casement, or bay windows; louvered shutters; ornamental 
brackets) were systematically incorporated into Late Transitional homes. Many earlier Sonoran-style buildings were 
transformed by the installation of a new lumber roof above the original mud one, thereby making the house more 
waterproof and increasing its cultural acceptability. The Late Transitional style is the most prevalent form among 
residential buildings in the district, accounting for more than 20 percent of the housing stock. Good examples within the 
district include the W. Y. Price House (MRA-20), the John P Clum House (FL-12), the Casimiro Arvizu House (FL-45), 
the William Clarke House (FL-23), and the Jacob Suter House (FL-32). The Price House has been individually listed on 
the National Register since 1986.
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American-Victorian

The American-Victorian style appeared shortly after the founding of the town's first brickyard in 1886. This style marked a 
complete break from the Sonoran building tradition and the beginning of the end of architectural regionalism (Sobin 
1977:145). Buildings in this style were characterized by brick walls, segmental-arched openings, a wide variety of timber- 
roof structures, and an increasing number of prefabricated components. They were often elegantly detailed, but were 
neither responsive to, nor reflective of, the local climate and landscape. At least four sources contributed to the 
proliferation of this style in Florence: (1) experienced craftsmen familiar with architectural trends in the nation; (2) 
builders' manuals; (3) carpenters' copy and pattern books; and (4) the architectural profession, which made its first 
contributions to Florence during this period. Fine examples of this style in the district include the Second Pinal County 
Courthouse (FL-43), the F. G. Hardwick House (FL-8), the C. D. Henry House (MRA-18), the Albert T. Colton House 
(MRA-19), the John Nicholas Saloon and Beer Hall (FL-37), Conrad Brunenkant's City Bakery (FL-31), and the "new" 
east wing of the Florence Hotel (FL-16). The courthouse, designed by architect James Creighton, has been individually 
listed on the Register since 1978. The Henry and Colton houses were individually placed on the Register in 1986.

Eclectic

In Florence, an Eclectic period began in the early twentieth century and lasted until approximately 1950. The Eclectic 
movement drew inspiration from many aesthetic sources. The period witnessed the introduction of imported (non- 
regional) styles, both "new" and "revival."

The earliest and most popular Eclectic style to appear in Florence was the bungalow. The bungalow, or Craftsman, style 
derived primarily although not exclusively from the work of Gustav Stickley and Greene and Greene. The rise of the 
bungalow during the early twentieth century occurred at a time of relative economic prosperity that allowed many middle- 
class families to purchase their first homes. Character-defining elements included: medium- to low-pitched roofs with 
wide, unenclosed eave overhangs; exposed rafter ends; decorative (false) beams, purlins, or knee-braces under gables; 
porches, either full-width or partial, sometimes recessed, and often with tapered columns or piers; and one to one-and-a- 
half stories. In the Florence district, the earliest bungalow was the Emma Gould House (FL-7), constructed in 1908. Later 
examples included the Giovannina Young House (FL-9), the Michea/Branaman House (FL-57), the 
Michea/Suggs/Zellweger House (FL-54), and the Otis Baughn House (FL-86).

The next Eclectic-movement style to appear in Florence was the Mission Revival. The first building in this style was the 
1911-1912 Church of the Assumption (FL-50). Later examples included the 1914 Elementary School (destroyed by fire in 
1957), and the first Isis Theatre (destroyed by fire in 1924). The church is notable for its unstuccoed brick walls, quatrefoil 
windows, ornately curved gable-end parapets, and graceful belltower. The church is thought to be among the finest 
examples of the Mission Revival style in central Arizona (Sobin 1977). Later Eclectic movement buildings in the district 
include: the Pueblo-Revival-style Christ Episcopal Church (FL-144, 1922) a residence (FL-128, circa 1949); the Spanish- 
Colonial-style Woman's Club (FL-5,1929) and Clemans commercial complex (FL-141, 142, and 143, each built in 1949); 
and the Masonic Hall (FL-150,1949).
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Most of the retail stores and offices built on Main Street from the 1910s through early 1950s are of Twentieth Century 
Commercial style. The walls of these buildings are normally of brick (later examples are of concrete block or concrete 
brick), with large, fixed-pane display windows, and sometimes transoms and kick panels. Parapets tend to be pedimented 
or peaked along the principal facade. The buildings are set flush with their neighbors, and have zero setback from the 
street or sidewalk. Tall parapets often extend along their sides, creating fire walls between adjacent buildings. The 
ultimate source of this style may have been the Neo-Classical Revival style, which gained popularity following the 
Columbian Exposition of 1893. The commercial buildings of twentieth-century Florence are attenuated translations of the 
Neo-Classical style, lacking the orders (columns with entablature and associated details) typically used in Neo-Classical 
Revival architecture. Among the numerous examples of Twentieth Century Commercial buildings in the district are 
Mandell's Department Store (FL-21), the White-McCarthy Building (FL-22), the Florence Pharmacy/Black Cat Cafe (FL- 
27), the Florence Market (FL-58), the Mauk Building (FL-61), and the First National Bank Building (FL-65).

Contemporary/Modern

The Florence Historic Townsite District experienced a building boom from the middle 1940s through the early 1950s, 
followed by occasional building activity through the turn of the century. The architecture of the modern period reflected 
the trends of transience, standardization, and mobility among the American public, as well as society's increased reliance 
on, and orientation to, the automobile.

In residential construction, the Ranch house became the dominant form in Florence during the post-war period and later 
decades. The style was loosely based on early Spanish Colonial precedents from the American Southwest, greatly 
modified by influences borrowed from Craftsman and Prairie modernism of the early twentieth century (McAlester and 
McAlester 1991:479). The style was characterized by: asymmetrical one-story shapes with low-pitched roofs; hipped, 
cross-gabled, or (more rarely) side-gabled roofs; moderate to wide eave overhangs; "ribbon" or large picture windows; 
attached garages or carports; and an emphasis on facade width, usually incorporating garages or carports into the 
integral design. Examples of this style within the district include the Gomez/Ormsby House (FL-107, 1974), the A. H. 
King House (FL-100, circa 1958), the Donald Young House (FL-101, 1944), the Padilla House (FL-104, 1949), and the 
Assumption Church Rectory (FL-136, circa 1959).

Perhaps no form of architecture represented modern "America on the move" more cogently than the mobile home, or 
trailer. The first manufactured home appeared in Florence in 1941. Subsequent development of this type of housing 
remained minimal until 1968-1970, when a significant increase occurred. When Sobin surveyed the Florence district in 
the 1970s and early 1980s, he found that the trend toward manufactured housing showed "no sign of slowing down" 
(Sobin 1977:184). He recorded two such properties in the district and noted the presence of many additional ones in the 
town as a whole. The present study observed that the two trailers reported by Sobin had been removed from the district 
since the time of his study. The present study also recorded one trailer home in the expanded district area: the Schewel 
Rental Trailer (FL-168), an Elcar-brand home that had been placed on its site in 1959.
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Recent Ordinance-Regulated Construction

The Town of Florence enacted a historic preservation ordinance in the early 1980s. Although only a few buildings have 
been constructed in the district during the past two decades, each has been sensitively designed to reflect the scale, 
massing, design, and materials of its historic neighborhood. Examples of context-sensitive, modern infill include the 
Industrial Development Authority Commercial Building (FL-173), the Quick Office Building (FL-162), the McFarland State 
Park Archives Building (FL-140), the Dorothy Nolan Senior Center (FL-164), and the Guerrero-Legler Garage (FL-174).

Structures

The Florence Townsite Historic District includes three historic structures. Each is water-related. The Chase-Ruggles 
Irrigation Ditch (FL-93) forms the northwestern boundary of the district. This defunct ditch is seen on the ground as a 
linear swale, covered in most places with tall grass and weeds. Research conducted by Sobin (1977) indicates that FL-93 
is the earliest non-indigenous structure in the Florence area for which documentary evidence exists. Records suggest 
that the ditch was excavated in 1866. During its years of active use, from 1866 to circa 1914, the ditch watered nearly a 
thousand acres of Gila Valley farm land, helping sustain the economy of the town.

The second structure (FL-82) is the Lopez Water Tank Tower. This wooden well house was installed between 1912 and 
1914 to serve the Robles/Feliz/Lopez residence near Bailey Street and Butte Avenue. The third structure (FL-98A) is a 
well/windmill constructed in 1910 to serve the Collingwood/Stevens house on Pinal Street. By the turn of the twentieth 
century, most well-to-do families in Florence achieved indoor plumbing by means of private water systems such as these 
two; FL-82 and 98A are rare surviving examples of water features that were once common in the town.

Historical-Archaeological Sites

The district includes six small historical-archaeological sites (FL-94, 95, 96, 97, 98, and 99). The sites have been 
identified through historical maps and records as the remains of (respectively) an 1866-1867 building that later became a 
General Land Office, the 1869 Ruggles house, a circa 1870 public building (girls' school and/or part of the first 
courthouse/jail), the 1883 Doran house (later the County Home for the Elderly), the 1878 Collingwood/Bamrick/Stevens 
house; and the 1887 Stone/Arriola house. The sites today appear as slightly mounded areas containing fragments of late 
nineteenth and early twentieth century artifacts. The buildings they represent became vacant and derelict in the mid
twentieth century, and were demolished during the period from about 1940 to 1968. No new construction has taken place 
on the sites, which appear archaeologically undisturbed. They are included as contributors to the district because they 
have the potential to yield important data concerning the material culture and lifestyles of bicultural Florence from 1866 
to about 1920.

Integrity

The boundary of the district defines a concentration of nineteenth and early to middle twentieth century buildings, 
structures, and historical-archaeological sites that retain integrity. The boundary has been drawn to include a high density 
of historic properties, and to exclude localities containing concentrations of modem properties. Within the district, the



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET

OMB No. 1024-0018

Section

========

Page _14_ Florence Townsite Historic District 
Pinal County. Arizona

percentage of contributing properties is 84 percent. Outside the district boundary, the density of Register-eligible 
properties decreases markedly. The district boundary also concides with what is recognized locally as Florence’s most 
historic area.

Contributing buildings and structures are those at least fifty years old that retain sufficient integrity to convey a sense of 
their history. The most frequent types of alterations to contributing buildings in the district have consisted of additions to 
the rear, the upgrading of windows, re-roofings, or sheathing with modern material that attempts to replicate the historic 
fabric. These changes are seldom obtrusive, nor do they detract from the historic character of the buildings. Many of the 
properties are in good condition, reflecting pride of ownership.

Contributing historical-archaeological sites are ruins that: represent archivally-identified buildings constructed during the 
nineteenth century; have not been disturbed since the time of their demolition, and; appear (on the basis of surface 
artifacts) to have the potential to yield important information about the early history of Florence.

Non-contributing properties within the district are those constructed within the past fifty years, or that lack integrity. 
Integrity is gauged according to the SHPO's minimal standards for assessing contributor/non-contributor status within 
historic districts. Typically, properties in the Florence district have lost integrity because front-elevation window openings 
or door openings have been altered, and historic, exterior wall fabric has been replaced with modern, visually 
incompatible material.

The Florence Townsite Historic District possesses good integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling, and association. It contains 124 contributing and 23' non-contributing elements, as indicated below.

List of Contributing and Non-Contributing Properties
Buildinas

Street # Direction Street name Inventorv # Status Address in orevious nomination
25 North Bailey Street 40 Contributor 1401 Bailey Street
25 (rear) North Bailey Street 40A Contributor N. side Butte betw. Bailey & Pinal
25 (rear) North Bailey Street 40B Contributor W. side Pinal betw. 13th & Butte
75 North Bailey Street 81 Contributor 1309 Bailey Street
140 North Bailey Street 121 Non-contributor SW corner Bailey & 11th
141 North Bailey Street 39 Contributor 115 East 11th Street
No # yet North Bailey Street 174 Non-contributor (betw 221 & 255 N. Bailey)
175 North- Bailey Street 38 Contributor 1109 Bailey Street
180 North Bailey Street 36 Contributor 1104 Bailey Street
191 North Bailey Street 34 Contributor 1101 Bailey Street
192 North Bailey Street 35 Contributor 1100 Bailey Street
221 North Bailey Street 33 Contributor 1009 Bailey Street
221 (rear) North Bailey Street 33A Non-contributor 1009 Bailey Street (rear)
255 North Bailey Street 124 Contributor 915 Pinal Street
256 North Bailey Street 80 Contributor 902 Bailey Street

--'HU—
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291
321
71
180
310
364
No#
30
40
50
75
110
111
130

130 (rear)
133
145
150
170
190
200
208
214
220
230-234
231
244

250 (north part) 
250 (south part) 
255 
260

app 265/275 
270
280-286
289
290 
301 
310

app. 311
321
325

North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North

Bailey Street 
Bailey Street 
Central Avenue 
Granite Street 
Granite Street 
Granite Street 
Granite Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street

31
30
161
12
11
10
60
141
142
143 
172 
24 
123
114
115 
122 
29 
113 
112 
23 
111 
110 
109 
108
70 
77 
69
67
68 
74 
66 
73 
65 
22
71 
21 
120 
20 
119 
28 
27

Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Non-contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Non-contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Non-contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Non-contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor

901 Bailey Street 
805 Bailey Street 
N/A

SE corner Quartz & 10th
NW corner Granite & 8th
W side Granite betw 6th & 8th
E side Granite betw 6th & 8th
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

801/1218 Main Street 
1215 Main Street 
1206 Main Street
1206 Main Street (rear)
1207 Main Street 
1201 Main Street 
1122 Main Street 
1110 Main Street
SW corner Main & 10th 
1030 Main Street 
1028 Main Street 
1026 Main Street 
1024 Main Street 
1010-1012 Main Street 
1011 Main Street 
1008 Main Street 
W side Main betw 8th & 10th 
W side Main betw 8th & 10th 
923 Main Street
918 Main Street
919 Main Street
920 Main Street 
1406 Main Street 
915 Main Street 
900 Main Street
NE corner Mains 8th 
822 Main Street 
E side Main betw 6th S 8th 
805 Main Street 
801 Main Street
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330
340
350
355
360
363
380 (north part)
380 (south part)
381
383
390
441
500
20
100
150
135

North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
South
South
South
North

Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Main Street 
Pinal Street

173
19
62
118
61
26
18
58
117
116
17
25
14
176
151
150
43

Non-contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Non-contributor
Contributor
Contributor
•Contributor

N/A

Main St. betw 6th & 8th 
812 Main Street 
723 Main Street 
808 Main Street 
719 Main Street
710 Main Street
W side Main betw 6th & 8th
711 Main Street 
701-703 Main Street 
700 Main Street
Block betw. Main, Bailey, 6th, Ruggles
406 Main Street
N/A
N/A
N/A

1301 Pinal Street
171 North Pinal Street 41 Contributor 1101 Pinal Street
171 (rear) North Pinal Street 41A Contributor SE corner Pinal & 10th (rear)
171 (rear) North Pinal Street 41B Contributor SE corner Pinal & 10th (rear)
330 North Pinal Street 164 Non-contributor N/A
270 North Pinal Street 32 Contributor 906 Pinal Street
425 North Pinal Street 163 Non-contributor N/A
145 North Quartz Street 107 Non-contributor E side Quartz betw 10th & 12th
290 North Quartz Street 103 Contributor N/A
361 North Quartz Street 52 Contributor 715 Quartz Street
420 North Quartz Street 3 Contributor Ruggles & 6th St.
65 East Ruggles Avenue 162 Non-contributor N/A
87 East Ruggles Avenue 86 Contributor 123 East Ruggles Avenue
87 (rear) East Ruggles Avenue 86A Contributor 123 East Ruggles Avenue (rear)
140 East Ruggles Avenue 45 Contributor 200 East Ruggles Avenue
170 East Ruggles Avenue 46 Contributor 204 East Ruggles Avenue
200-220 East Ruggles Avenue 47 Contributor NW corner Church 8 Ruggles
240 East Ruggles Avenue 91 Contributor 300 East Ruggles Avenue
255 East Ruggles Avenue 48 Contributor 302 East Ruggles Avenue
321 East Ruggles Avenue 92 Contributor 318 East Ruggles Avenue
24 West Ruggles Avenue 15 •Contributor NW corner Main & Ruggles
24 (rear) West Ruggles Avenue 140 Non-contributor E side Granite betw Ruggles & ditch
90 West Ruggles Avenue 167 Non-contributor N/A
125 West Ruggles Avenue 1 Contributor NE corner Willow & Ruggles
125 (rear) West Ruggles Avenue 1A Contributor NE corner Willow & Ruggles
No# North University Street 166 Contributor (W side University betw 6th & 8th)
30 North Willow Street 144 Contributor N/A
50 North Willow Street 171 Non-contributor N/A
70 North Willow Street 170 Contributor N/A

ik..:
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90
110
111
151
151 (rear) 
171
190
191
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Contributor N/A
Contributor 1208 Willow Street
Contributor NE corner Willow & 12th
Contributor 1111 Willow Street
Contributor 1111 Willow Street (rear)
Contributor 1107 Willow Street
Non-contributor 1108 Willow Street
Contributor 1011 Willow Street
Contributor 1011 Willow Street (rear)
Non-contributor N/A
Contributor 1100 Willow Street
Contributor NE corner Willow & 10th
Contributor 913 Willow Street
Non-contributor 905 Willow Street
'Contributor 1500 Willow Street
Contributor N/A
Contributor N/A
'Contributor 1520 Willow Street
'Contributor 1612 Willow Street
Non-contributor N/A
Contributor N/A
Contributor N/A
Contributor Block betw Main, Ruggles, Granite
Contributor 117 West 6th Street
Contributor 123 West 6th Street
Contributor SE corner Pinal & 8th
Non-contributor N/A
Non^contributor N/A
Contributor S side 8th betw Pinal & Florence
Contributor S side 8th betw Pinal & Florence
Contributor 107-109 East 11 th Street
Contributor 122 East 11 th Street
Contributor 123 East 11 th Street
Non-contributor SW corner 11 th & Willow
Contributor 116 East 12th Street
Contributor 116 12th Street
Contributor 118 East 13th Street

Note: Asterisk (*) in "Status" coiumn indicates that the buiiding is already listed Individually on the National Register.

Structures
Street» Direction Street name Inventorv # Status Address in orevious nomination
25 (rear) North Bailey Street 82 Contributor 1401 Bailey Street (rear)
No# North Main Street 93 Contributor N end Main, SW past Willow
No# North Pinal Street 98A Contributor E side Pinal betw 6th & 8th streets

Historical-Archaeolooical Sites
Street it Direction Street name Inventorv # Status Address in previous nomination
No# West Ruggles Avenue 94 Contributor N side W Ruggles nr N end of Willow
No# West Ruggles Avenue 95 Contributor NW corner Quartz & Ruggles
No# West Ruggles Avenue 96 Contributor NW corner Granite & Ruggles
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No# North Granite Street 97 Contributor E side Granite betw Ruggles & ditch
No# North Pinal Street 98 Contributor SW corner Pinal & 6th
No# North Main Street 99 Contributor NE corner Main & 11th
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SIGNIFICANCE

SUMMARY

The Florence Townsite Historic District is significant under each criterion of the National Register. It is significant under 
Criterion A for its important association with the themes of exploration/settlement, community planning and development, 
commerce, and politics/government. It was one of the first settlements founded in the Gadsden Purchase area. The 
district attained and maintained importance in the Territory and State as a trade and administrative center. The district 
was also the site of the first Federal land office in southern Arizona, and became and remained the county seat for Pinal 
County. The district is significant under Criterion B for its association with individuals who played important roles in local, 
state, and even national history. The district retains the basic fabric of an early Territorial town, and also contains 
examples of nearly every major vernacular tradition or architectural style utilized in Arizona during the territorial and early 
statehood periods; thus the district qualifies for the Register under Criterion C. Finally, several historical-archaeological 
sites in the district have the potential to yield information important in history: therefore, the district qualifies for the 
Register under Criterion D.

Association with Important Events and Historical Processes: Significance under Criterion A

From approximately, 300 BC until about AD 1450, the Florence area was utilized by prehistoric people called the 
Hohokam. Skilled irrigators, the Hohokam built canals thdt watered fields and settlements throughout the Gila River 
Valley. By the 1600s, their successors, the Pima, had established themselves along the middle Gila Valley and were 
practicing irrigation. Crops grown by the Pima helped sustain Spanish explorers during the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries, Mexican travelers in the early nineteenth century, and American emigrants (such as forty-niners) in the middle 
1800s (Dobyns 1989; Haury 1976; Russell 1908).

The Florence area was acquired by the United States from Mexico as part of the Gadsden Purchase of 1853. 
Immediately following the purchase, non-native settlers began farming the middle Gila in proximity to Piman villages. To 
discourage further encroachment, the federal government in 1859 established the 64,000-acre Gila River Indian 
Reservation. Its boundary was located about 20 miles west of the future Florence (Dobyns 1989).

Circa 1865, a small settlement called Adamsville was founded along the Gila about 12 miles east of the reservation. An 
influx of Anglo and Mexican-American settlers to Adamsville prompted the Indian Commissioner to propose an easterly 
extension of the reservation. Although never finalized, the proposed expansion propelled the non-native pioneers further 
eastward in search of land. Some of the resettlement activity resulted in the formation of ranches around what would 
become Florence. The locality was not only beyond the reach of the proposed expansion, but also afforded access to an 
easy ford across the Gila River. A regional census taken at the end of the Civil War enumerated five ranches near the 
ford; Chase's, Morehead's, Ramirez', Mineros', and a fifth known only as "the Ranch on the Gila" (U.S. Census for
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Arizona Territory 1867). A growing number of settlers came to the locality and filed preemptive claims under the 1862 
Homestead Act. Their claims clustered along, and were watered by, an irrigation ditch (FL-93) dug by James Chase in 
1866 (Sobin 1977).

The early ranches soon coalesced into a small settlement. Among the very first settlers, at least two merit special 
recognition. In 1866, Charles G. Mason constructed what may have been Florence’s first building. It was located along 
Ruggles Avenue between Quartz and Willow streets. Mason and four associates would eventually discover the lode that 
became the Silver King Mine. The Silver King provided the town and region with its greatest economic boost in the mid 
1870s (Nichols 1976).

Levi Ruggles rather than Mason is regarded as the founder of Florence. The Civil War veteran came to Arizona in late 
1866 as an Indian agent. He purchased a preemptive claim from Mason and, in partnership with Thomas Ewing, 
surveyed the land and began to subdivide it into lots. One of his earliest land sales was to E. N. Fish & Company of 
Tucson. In 1868, Fish & Co. proceeded to build and open Florence's first store (FL-3). It lay on the south side of the 
town’s original main street (formerly called Fifth Street, now called Ruggles Avenue), directly across from the lot where 
Ruggles lived (FL-95). These buildings formed the nucleus of a small trading center (Nichols 1976; Sobin 1977).

Fish & Co. held government contracts to supply frontier military posts with wheat and barley. To ensure an adequate 
supply of these goods, the company encouraged farmer-settlers from Tucson to claim arable land in the Florence area. 
Agriculture would remain the sole economic base of Florence until the mid 1870s.

In May 1869, the federal government completed a subdivision survey of Township 4 South, Range 9 East. The survey 
officially opened the Florence area to homesteading. Settlement activity was soon brisk enough to support the 
establishment of a post office (at FL-3) in 1869, a Roman Catholic chapel (eastern portion of FL-51) in 1870, and a 
school district in 1871. The 1870 Territorial census enumerated 218 residents. A strong majority (73%) was Hispanic; 
most of the rest were Anglos and Europeans.

In March of 1873, the federal government chose Florence as the site of the first General Land Office (GLO) south of the 
Gila River, and appointed Levi Ruggles as first Registrar. Until 1881, when the GLO was moved to Tucson, all federal 
land transactions (such as the filing of homestead and mining claims) for southern Arizona Territory would be transacted 
at the Florence office (Sobin 1981). Site FL-94 marks the historical-archaeological remains of the GLO building.

in January 1875, the Territorial legislature passed a bill creating Pinal County. Florence was selected as county seat. 
This important political status sustained Florence’s steady growth during the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

The discovery and location of the Silver King Mine in March 1875 fueled a short-lived boom period for Florence. Located 
in the Pinal Mountains northeast of Florence, the mine yielded nearly pure silver ore during its first years of production. 
Florence became the major trading center for mining towns in the region. The town’s new prosperity took many forms. 
The first newspaper. The Citizen, was published by John Clum in his home (FL-12). A second newspaper followed, the 
Arizona Enterprise, printed by T. F. Weedin in an adobe office on Bailey Street (FL-35). Stage and express services
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began running lines into town to gain a share of the commerce. One such enterprise was Wells Fargo, operated locally 
by agent George A. Brown (FL-1, 1A, and 3). At the Florence GLO, a townsite application was filed for a quarter section 
of land. Newcomers flocked to the area, purchased lots in the townsite, and built homes. The dominant traffic pattern 
through town shifted from east-west to north-south; Main Street replaced Fifth Street (now Ruggles Avenue) as the 
primary commercial artery. By the end of the decade, the town could boast several general stores (including a new Fish 
& Co. store, FL-25), two hotels (including the Silver King, FL-16), a brewery. 28 saloons, a Catholic church (FL-51), two 
public schools, and a county courthouse (FL-15). The 1880 census enumerated 942 residents, a four-fold increase from 
the 1870 census (Dunning and Peplow 1959; Nichols 1976; Sobin 1981).

The town grew at a slower pace in the 1880s, attaining a population of 1485 in 1890. At least two factors contributed to 
the slow-down. In 1881, under mounting political pressure from Tucson, the federal government relocated its General 
Land Office to that more southern settlement. Removal of the office from Florence left the town without one of its major 
amenities. Without the GLO. fewer people had reason to visit Florence and transact business there. At the same time, 
the quality of ore taken from the Silver King diminished below the level of profitability. By the time its owners closed the 
mine in 1889, it had produced $16,000,000 worth of silver (Nichols 1976; Sobin 1981).

The fortunes of Florence soon changed once again. The Florence Canal and Land Company, founded in 1886, proposed 
an extensive irrigation plan to cover 150,000 acres southwest of town. The new Florence Canal, completed in 1887, 
generated optimism that attracted settlers and businesses. Among the latter was W. C. Smith & Co., which in 1890 built a 
two-story commercial building (FL-18) on Main Street. Designed by Phoenix architect James Creighton, the stylish brick 
edifice sported a cast-iron facade imported from St. liouis. Another major construction project of the era was 
Brunenkant’s City Bakery (FL-31), built on Bailey Street in 1889-1890. However, the greatest symbol of town-building and 
pride was the exuberant Second Pinal Courthouse (FL-43), designed by Creighton and completed in 1891.

Florence at the turn of the twentieth century was described as having the finest courthouse in the territory, a commodious 
county hospital, a schoolhouse. Catholic and Protestant churches, nine stores, a first-class hotel, two restaurants, two 
livery stables, a bakery-confectionery store, a drugstore, and three blacksmith/wagon-making shops. Census figures 
showed a slight increase in population, reaching about 1600 in 1900. Such gains belied the economic difficulties that 
threatened Florence and neighboring agricultural communities. A drought from 1896 to 1908 decreased agricultural 
productivity. The financial panic of 1893 depressed agricultural prices (Nichols 1976; Sobin 1981).

As historian Roger Nichols (1976) has noted, probably the most attractive feature of Florence at the turn of the century 
was its social life, reflecting an apparently amicable and nearly even mixture of Spanish-speaking and English-speaking 
households. Both groups attended dances held almost every weekend. Three of the four major holidays celebrated in 
town were of Mexican origin. If friction occasionally developed between the groups, the town leaders successfully kept it 
under control. Within the historic district, early properties having a strong Hispanic association included the 
Martinez/Romo House (FL-30), the Llescas House (FL-38), Preciado de Luna/Lorona House (FL-39), the 
Robles/Feliz/Lopez House (FL-40), and the Avenenti/Angulo Building (FL-71).
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Many residents hoped their town would grow into a substantial city as it entered the twentieth century. A booster 
organization, called the Village Improvement Club, was formed in 1900. It soon became the Florence Women's Club. 
The club worked toward town incorporation, the installation of a sanitation system and street signs, and the founding of a 
public library. The movement toward incorporation succeeded in 1908, and George Brockway was chosen as first town 
mayor. Another milestone was achieved when county officials persuaded the territorial legislature 1o move the territorial 
prison from Yuma to Florence. The new prison, located a short distance east of the townsite, was completed in 1909. The 
enterprise initially provided fewer jobs than expected, but became an important force in the town's economy as the 
century progressed (Nichols 1976; Sobin 1977 and 1981).

Despite the best efforts of town boosters, the 1910 census revealed a disturbing trend: the county seat appeared to be 
losing residents. The official count of 807 indicated a 50% decline since 1900. Several factors contributed to this trend, 
most notably difficulties in agriculture and the loss of Jobs in the mining industry. Construction activity reflected the 
downward trends. Few new buildings were constructed in the district during the first decade of the twentieth century. 
Some exceptions included the Emma Guild House (FI-7, 1908) and a residence at 360 North Quartz Street (FL-52, 
cl 904).

Construction activity resumed during the second decade of the century (Sobin 1981). Among the many new residences in 
the townsite were the Giovannina Young House (FL-9, cl917-1918), the Joseph Spinas "Rental" House (FL-33, 1913), 
the Arvizu/Aguilar House (FL-45, 1911), the Michea/Suggs/Zellweger House (FL-54, cl 915), the Midiea/Branaman 
House (FL-57, cl 915), the Otis Baughn House (FL-86, 1917), and the Jennie Lopez House (FL-92, cl 914). Major 
commercial construction included the Keating Building (FL-19, 1916), the Popular Store Building (FL-21, 1915), a lumber 
and hardware building (FL-22, 1914), the Florence Pharmacy (FL-27, cl 914), a second-story addition to the Silver King 
Hotel (FL-16, 1917), the First National Bank Building (FL-65. cl 916), the Chin Foo & Chin Wing Building (FL-69, 1917), 
and the George W. Smith Building (FL-70, 1917). Other construction included an addition to the Second County 
Courthouse (FL-43, 1917), and a new Catholic church (FL-50, 1911-1912). Factors fueling the recovery included a 
resurgence in the agricultural sector and the enhanced importance of Florence as county seat following statehood in 
1912.

The post World War I years brought a short recession to the local economy and building trade. The economy recovered 
and construction activity resumed by the mid 1920s. New buildings of that era included several homes (such as FL-60 
and FL-90) and commercial buildings: the Mauk Building (FL-61, cl 925), Joseph Langnickel's Bakery (FL-62, cl 927), 
Hall's Florence Motor Company (FL-77, cl 926-1928), Borree's Market (FL-81, cl 928). Two architectural achievements 
symbolizing town development during that decade were the Christ Episcopal Church (FL-144), constructed in 1922, and 
the Florence Women's Club (FL-5), erected in 1929. The local economy, still supported mainly by agriculture, received 
help from the federal government in the form of the Ashurst-Hayden Diversion Dam, completed in 1926. The dam 
assured a more reliable source of water for area farmers and ranchers.

Florence was not immune to the Great Depression that gripped the nation following the stock market crash of 1929. 
However, the community did not appear to have been as profoundly affected as many other areas of the state and 
nation. In December 1930, the local newspaper reported that "There is no unemployment in Florence and so the crisis of
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tens of thousands of persons hungry and undernourished for lack of opportunity to work is not brought home to us" 
{Arizona Blade-Tribune, 12/26/1930:2). Indeed, the decade of the 1930s had begun optimistically: the Coolidge Dam had 
been dedicated on March 4,1930, amidst high hopes for the future of Florence and the areas downstream.

A factor that had hindered town growth during the early twentieth century was a lack of good transportation links. There 
was no railroad through town. New roads had been constructed between Tucson and Phoenix that bypassed Florence. 
One positive aspect of the 1930s was that Florence became part of a better transportation network. Fifth and Main 
streets were paved, curbs and sidewalks were laid, the Florence Airport was modernized, roads were improved to 
Florence Junction and Tucson, and a new highway was constructed to nearby Coolidge. The new road to Coolidge, site 
of the famous Casa Grande Ruins, nurtured an incipient tourist industry in Florence.

Other factors helped Florence survive and even prosper during the 'thirties. An annual rodeo (which had begun in 1920) 
continued to be held, attracting visitors from far and wide. Tourism received a further boost when the town presented its 
first Junior Parada (Rodeo) in 1933. This Armistice Day event proved an immediate success, attracting scores of tourists 
and contributing income to the local economy {Arizona Blade-Tribune, 11/17/1933:1). The Junior Parada became a 
cherished tradition that is still held today. The 1930s also saw the introduction of commercial citrus farming to the locality 
{Arizona Blade-Tribune, 5/8/1931:1; 12/11/1931:1). A resettlement project that created 40-acfe farms near Florence 
further aided the town’s economy {Arizona Blade-Tribune, 2/21/1936:1). An increase in inmates at the State Prison 
created new jobs; the prison population (nearly 700 in 1938) began to rival that of the town (1,739 in 1940).

Such positive developments were accompanied by a significant amount of building activity within the district. The decade 
saw the completion of an addition to the Christ Episcopal Church (FL-144, 1932), and erection of the San Carlos 
Irrigation District Office (FL-123, 1938), the Salazar Commercial Building (FL-119, c 1938), the J. B. Mitchell Building 
(FL-120, 1939), and four homes along South Willow (FL-148, 1930; FL-147, 1934; FL-146, 1937; and FL-145, 1939). 
Major projects outside the district included a new county hospital and additions to the high school and state prison.

The county seat assumed a new role as the United States entered World War II. Acreage within an army reserve on the 
north side of the Gila River across from Florence was chosen as the site for a prisoner-of-war camp. Construction started 
in early 1942 and was completed by the summer of that year. The Florence Internment Camp was a city in itself, initially 
designed to hold more than 4,000 prisoners and to house over 200 Army personnel {Arizona Blade-Tribune 4/10/1942:1). 
At its peak in December 1945, the camp would hold 13,000 prisoners {Arizona Blade-Tribune, 4/26/1946:1).

Although the camp was not within Florence, the project influenced construction activity there. The cantonment employed 
many civilians but did not house them on-base. Therefore, the town collaborated with the defense department on a 
$98,000 project to build low-cost housing units for civilian workers {Arizona Blade-Tribune, 3/19/1943:1 and 7/16/1943:1). 
The 70-unit dormitory was built at the south end of town across from the Florence Union High School (outside the historic 
district). The project encountered problems when the internment camp began to lay off workers in the summer of 1943. 
The decline in workers seeking housing meant that the dormitory had chronic trouble filling its rooms. At the end of the 
war. the housing project was moved to the Arizona State Teachers College at Tempe to relieve a veterans' housing 
shortage there {Arizona Blade-Tribune, 10/11/1946:1).
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War-time construction projects within the district typically consisted of repairing or improving existing properties. Owners 
of houses worked to get their properties in shape for renting to visiting spouses of Army personnel {Arizona Blade- 
Tribune, 1/23/1942:1). The Florence Grammar School was remodeled following a fire. The Women's Club (FL-5), which 
had been leased to the USO as a recreation hall during the war, received a new roof and sewage system {Arizona Blade- 
Tribune, 9/22/1944:1). With an eye to the post-war period, the Florence American Legion purchased and began 
remodeling the Truman building at the north end of Main Street {Arizona Blade-Tribune, 4/28/1944:1). The building had 
been constructed in 1874 as the second E. N. Fish & Co. Store (FL-25), and was one of the oldest commercial buildings 
in town (Sobin 1981).

The post-war period brought an unprecedented building boom to Florence. Several factors triggered the activity. 
Veterans returned home, established families, and sought housing. The local Chamber of Commerce lobbied to convert 
the former POW camp to a facility for first-offenders and juveniles, thus bringing new jobs and dollars to the community 
{Arizona Blade-Tribune, 8/9/1946:1 and 10/3/1947:1). Highway 80 was officially opened, placing Florence squarely along 
a major Mexico-Canada route {Arizona Blade-Tribune, 8/30/1946:1). A federal prison was also established near town, 
creating new jobs and further stimuiating the economy {Arizona Blade-Tribune, 11/23/1951:1).

A spirit of prosperity pervading the town in the post-war period translated into new construction. Along Main Street rose 
buildings to serve Surety Title & Trust (FL-122, 1947), O'Betka Realty (FL-113, 1948), Clemans Motors (FL-141, 1949; 
and FL-143, 1949), the Clemans Cattle Company (FL-142, 1949), the Town of Florence (FL-114, 1948; and FL-115, 
1953), the Masonic Lodge (FL-150, 1949), and the U.S. Postal Service (FL-117, 1951). Substantial new homes also 
appeared in the district during this period (FL-104, 1949; F^L-103, 1950; FL-101, cl 945; FL-102, cl945; FL-128, cl 949; 
and FL-170, cl 948).

Building activity diminished after about 1953 but did not entirely cease. Each later decade saw the addition of a small 
number of buildings. After the townsite was designated "historic" in the early 1980s, people began to view the district as 
an attractive area for reinvestment. Fortunately, the district was, by then, controlled by a design ordinance, and so the 
resulting new construction was compatible with the historic neighborhood.

The end of the historic period saw the rise in Florence-although not in the district-of a major new construction trend. 
Large developers started building on new housing tracts. Agricultural land that had sustained Florence for decades was 
converted to residential use as the town continued to grow. The Del E. Webb Company announced the development of 
150 dwellings on 14 acres purchased from a cotton farmer on Butte Avenue west of town {Arizona Blade-Tribune, 
12/5/1952:1). Smith & Son, Contractors, erected a model home and drew plans for 20 additional houses on a five-acre 
tract near Butte Avenue and Bush Street {Arizona Blade-Tribune, 2/15/1952:1). As the historic period closed, the town 
had a population of approximately 2,000 {Arizona Blade-Tribune, 2/2/1951) and a prison population nearly half that large 
{Arizona Blade-Tribune, 1/9/1948:3).
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Association with Important Individuals: Significance under Criterion B

The Florence Townsite Historic District qualifies for the National Register under Criterion B for its association with 
individuals who have played important roles in local, state, and even national history. Some key individuals are 
highlighted below, in alphabetical order. The information is from Sobin (1977 and 1981) unless otherwise cited.

Aguiles Arriola was a prominent businessman and leader of the Hispanic community who ran the Cosmopolitan Store for 
many years (beginning in 1900). One of his sons, Gus Arriola, developed the nationally-syndicated comic strip "Gordo." 
The comic strip reflected (in disguised form) the bicultural life, times, and characters of early twentieth century Florence. 
The Arriola family home was FL-99.

Rollin C. Brown was a newspaperman who chronicled the Florence scene from 1877 to 1894. He was part owner of the 
town's first paper (the Arizona Citizen) and then editor of its second (the Enterprise) during the canal boom period (1887- 
1894). His residence was FL-13; his office was FL-35.

William Clarke, a mining engineer for the Silver King Mine, started building his elegant adobe home (FL-23) in 1884 
shortly before his wedding. He used the second floor as an assay office. Clarke's major contribution to the area was 
conducting a detailed study of the mineral potential of local mining districts.

John P. Clum was owner, editor, and publisher of the town's first newspaper. He printed the Arizona Citizen from his 
house (FL-12) during the peak years of the Silver King mining boom. While serving as San Carlos Indian Agent in 1877, 
he had arrested Apache renegade Geronimo, a feat that brought Clum lasting fame throughout the territory {Arizona 
Blade-Tribune, 5/6/1932:1).

Elmer W. Coker moved to Florence in 1907 (FL-151). A successful rancher, Coker was also an attorney specializing in 
land and water rights. Coker served as Pinal County delegate to the Arizona Constitutional Convention in 1910 and 
helped draft the state constitution. In 1917 he helped found the Pinal Cattle Growers' Association. He is considered to be 
the father of the Arizona Corporation Commission. When he died in Florence in 1935, his body lay in state in the Capitol 
rotunda: his funeral was the largest that Florence had ever seen {Arizona Cattlelog ^965).

Joseph Collingwood was an early community leader and businessman. In 1868 he opened a branch of Tucson's E. N. 
Fish & Company store, and later became its sole owner. He was the town's first Postmaster. He built the first two-story 
house (FL-98), which long served as the community's residential show place.

Father Andre Echallier was the town's first clergyman. Securing a conveyance of land from Levi Ruggles, Echallier in 
1870 constructed the Chapel of the Gila (FL-51, eastern portion) and served as its priest. In 1871, Echallier used the 
chapel to baptize a Yavapai Indian boy, named Wassaja, who had been captured and sold to an itinerant photographer. 
The boy would grow to be Carlos Montezuma, a physician and nationally-known advocate for Indian rights.
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John Keating was proprietor of the Tunnel Saloon on Main Street during the fatal Gabriel-Phy gunfight of 1888. Keating 
later became a successful real estate entrepreneur, captain of the local National Guard, and politician; He served as a 
member of the 23rd Territorial Legislature, as Pinal County Supervisor, and as Town Councilman and Mayor (1918 to 
1922). His long-time residence was FL-4.

Charles G. Mason was one of Florence's first pioneers. He is believed to have built one of the first buildings in the district 
(FL-94), later used as a GLO building. In the mid 1870s, Mason was one of the discoverers of the Silver King Mine, a 
resource that contributed mightily to the prosperity of the region for over a decade.

Attorney Ernest W. McFarland practiced law in Florence during the 1920s (FL-29 and FL-38). Making Florence his home, 
he then served in a series of increasingly powerful positions, including County Attorney, Arizona Supreme Court Justice. 
Governor of Arizona, and United States Senator. He is widely acknowledged as a main author of the Gl Bill of Rights. In 
1974 he purchased the First Pinal County Courthouse and donated it to the Arizona State Parks Board; the restored 
property (FL-15) is now named for him.

Granville Oury, a native Virginian, served as Arizona delegate to the Confederate Congress in 1861. Moving to Florence 
in 1885, the prominent attorney and real estate promoter made the former Walker House (FL-48) his long-time 
residence. Oury held a wide variety of public offices, including District Court judge. Territorial legislator. Speaker of the 
House, Territorial Attorney General, and Pinal County Attorney.

Levi Ruggles is generally regarded as the founder of Florence. He was a Civil War veteran, carpenter, schoolteacher, 
and surveyor who came to Arizona Territory in 1866 as an Indian agent. Starting in 1868, he was the first to lay out lots in 
Florence and to promote their sale. During his local career, Ruggles served as Probate Judge, Territorial legislator, and 
GLO Registrar. He may have lived first in the Mason House (FL-94), but soon built a larger home on adjacent land (FL- 
95). He also drew the plans for the First Pinal County Courthouse (FL-15,1877).

John D. Walker arrived in the Gila Valley with the California Voiunteers in 1862, and stayed on as a physician to the 
Pima Indians at Sacaton. He wrote the first Piman grammar, and raised a company of Pima soldiers for the Arizona 
Volunteers, serving as their captain in the Apache campaign. Moving to Florence, Walker became Justice of the Peace, 
holding court in his house (FL-48). He also served as Pinal County Surveyor and as the County's second Probate Judge. 
In the latter capacity, he filed the application for the original Florence Townsite patent in 1877.

Thomas Weedin was an entrepreneur, politician, and tireless town booster during the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. He held mining interests, ran a local essay office, and managed and edited two newspapers (the Enterprise 
from 1881 to 1887, followed by the Blade-Tribune from 1901-1913). He was the town's first mayor. He also served as a 
Pinal County Supervisor, Clerk of the U.S. Court, and Territorial legislator. He played a major role in convincing the 
legislature to move the Territorial prison from Yuma to Florence. The best surviving property associated with Weedin is 
the building that housed his office (FL-35).
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Architectural Importance: Significance under Criterion C

The architecture of the Florence Townsite Historic District is described in detail in Section 7 of this nomination. The 
district retains the basic fabric of an early Territorial town, and also contains examples of nearly every major vernacular 
tradition and architectural style utilized in Arizona during the Territorial and early Statehood periods; thus it qualifies for 
the National Register under Criterion C.

As Sobin (1981) has stated, the district is one of few locations in southern Arizona that fully demonstrates a regional 
evolutionary sequence. The sequence began with an early period of acculturation, when the first Anglo and Mexican- 
American pioneers adopted Hispanic architectural forms relying on materials immediately at hand and on Mexican adobe 
masons who used traditional techniques. The sequence continued with a period of cultural fusion, when Hispanic adobe 
wall-building was combined with Anglo-American framed roofs, the latter facilitated by the availability of dimensioned 
lumber and Anglo carpenters. The sequence culminated with a period of cultural importation, characterized by a 
sequence of styles that relied on manufactured materials and non-regional concepts. The architecture of Florence thus 
graphically illustrates the development pattern of a bicultural American community.

The district is notable for its unusually long and strong tradition of earthen architecture. Adobe was used to construct not 
only the first buildings in the district, but also some of its last. The persistence of this material in the architectural 
inventory of Florence relates both to its appropriateness for the Sonoran Desert, and to generations of local tradesmen 
who kept their craft alive.

I

The district is also notable because it contains fine examples of particular architectural styles. For example, the Second 
Pinal County Courthouse (FL-43) is one of the strongest expressions of American-Victorian architecture in Arizona. 
Designed by James M. Creighton of Phoenix, the ornately-detailed brick courthouse features a mansard roof and 
exuberant clock tower. Other architectural treasures of the district include the Sonoran-style Chapel of the Gila (FL-51), 
the Mission Revival-style Second Catholic Church of the Assumption (FL-50), the Spanish Colonial Revival-style 
Women's Club (FL-5), and the Pueblo Revival-style Christ Episcopal Church (FL-144).

Archaeological Importance: Significance under Criterion D

As discussed in Section 7, the district includes six small historical-archaeological sites (FL-94, 95, 96, 97, 98, and 99). 
The sites have been identified through historical research as the remains of (respectively) an 1866-1867 building that 
later became a General Land Office, the 1869 Ruggles house, a circa 1870 public building (girls' school and/or part of the 
first jail), the 1883 Doran house (later the County Home for the Elderly), the 1878 Collingwood/Bamrick/Stevens house; 
and the 1887 Stone/Arriola house. The sites today appear as slightly mounded areas containing fragments of late 
nineteenth and early twentieth century artifacts. The buildings they represent became vacant and derelict in the mid
twentieth century, and were demolished during the period from about 1940 to 1968. No new construction has occurred on 
the sites, which appear archaeologically undisturbed. The sites are significant under Criterion D for their potential to yield 
important data concerning the material culture and activities of bicultural Florence from 1866 to about 1920.
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Photographic Information 

Items 1-5 apply to all photographs:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.

Florence Townsite Historic District 
Pinal County, AZ
Pat H. Stein. Arizona Preservation Consultants, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 
2003
Town of Florence. 775 North Main Street, Florence. AZ 85232

PtfT general character and setting of the district, view west/northwest (taken from Courthouse. FL-43)

6.
7.

V|ew showing general character and setting of the district, view northwest (taken from Courthouse, FL-43)

6.
7.

6.
7.

6.
7.

Streetscape showing (left to right). McFarland State Historic Park and 500 North Main Street view northwest 
Photo 3

Streetscape showing commercial buildings along North Main Street, view south 
Photo 4

Streetscape showing commercial buildings along North Main Street, view southwest 
Photo 5

6.
7.

Streetscape showing (left to right) houses and offices at 191,175, and 141 North Bailey Street, view southeast 
Photo 6 •

6.
7.

Streetscape showing 291 North Bailey Street, with Courthouse in distance to right, view southeast

6. Streetscape showing commercial buildings along North Main Street, view north/northwest
7. Photo 8

6. View showing (left to right) commercial buildings at 30. 40, and 50 North Main Street, view southwest
7. Photo 9

6. View showing (left to right) residences at 188 and 144 South Willow Street, view northwest
7. Photo 10
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