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The Grand Canyon Village Historic District consists of a core area of buildings
ranging in date from the 1890s to the mid-1930s, beginning along the south rim of the
canyon at Verkamp's on the east and extending to Kolb's Studio on the west, stretching
south from the rim of Grand Canyon into the ravines and hills south of the rim, The
only two significant modern intrusions within the district are Thunderbird and Kachina
Lodge buildings, administratively a part of Bright Angel Lodge, built in 1968 and 1971
respectively, The rest of the buildings in the district, and the district itself,
is relatively unchanged from the mid-1930s, with many individual buildings virtually &
unchanged from much earlier years, Almost all of the buildings have been in continual |
use since construction, and all have undergone the minor alterations which such use
entails, hence the specification as "altered" in the categories above; but the alterati
are minor in character and have not changed the basic characteristics of appearance of
of these structures, Further back from the rim, south of the boundary of this historic
district, and also east of the district but back from the rim, lie the many more mode
buildings erected during the Mission 66 program by the National Park Service, the mode
Yavapai Lodge, and others, Most are some distance removed from and screened by trees
from the historic district, and do not intrude upon the historic scene,

The buildings considered of significance to this district are: -

Verkamp's Canyon Souvenir Shop - Building No, 546 - A two-storey "modified-Mission'"-i&
style wood-shingled building with roofs designed to catch rainwater and conduct it to a
sub-porch storage cistern. The main floor contains a large sales/display room and e
storage rooms in the rear, and the second floor is living quarters, The building remai
significantly unchanged from its original appearance externally, and interior changes
appear to be superficial, Condition is excellent, The building is painted brown with
_ white trim, "

Hopi House - Building No, 545 - A brown-red coursed sandstone building in the form o
a Hopi Indian pueblo, this structure was built by Indians under Fred Harvey Company
direction and is three stories high on the northeast, stepping down to one storey on A
southwest, with a roof of log vigas covered with savinos and topped with rolled roofing}
mopped with hot asphalt, The building is essentially unchanged from its original
appearance, although the interior furnishings are entirely altered, Condition is excell®

El Tovar Hotel - Building No, 542 - A three and four storey wooden hotel painted d
brown and combining the architectural qualities, according to a promotional brochure
published when it was opened in 1905, of a2 "Swiss chalet and the Norway villa", this
distinguished building is fairly typical of turn-of-the-century rustic mountain resort
hotels, but among Fred Harvey/Santa Fe hotels its architecture is unique, The building
itself remains largely and significantly unchanged, although the furnishings today are
much altered and some interior facilities such as the kitchens have been modernized, i
Originally containing 103 guest rooms, it now offers 81 rental units, including 8 two-r
suites, Condition is good, ’

Buckey O'Neill Cabin - Building 508 (H.S.-7) = This cabin is built of round logs, to
incorporated into Building 508 by the addition of an enclosed passageway connecting it
the rest of Bright Angel Lodge, It was erected during the 1890s as a residence and res¢
office and today is furnished as hotel rooms rented to tourists, tastefully decorated
with some original antiques appropriate to its date of construction and of considerable!
value, The cabin is probably significantly unchanged, except in interior furnishings 2
the corridor connected to its south (front) side, Original mud chinking of the log ws
has been replaced with a cement chinking,
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Lookout Studio - Building No, 532 - Perched on the rim of the canyon, this building is
built of stone of cut face coursed ashlar, Roofs are flat or shed and nearly flat,
Probably designed by Harvey architect Mary Elizabeth Jane Colter, it reproduces South-
western Indian pueblo style architecture, Wood casement windows are painted brown,

Kolb Brothers! Studio - Building No, 533 - Built over the edge of the rim of the
canyon and extending down four or five stories, this gable-roofed structure was built in
three phases: the photo studio and darkroom was erected in 1904; an extension to the
east was added in 191lj, including the present gift shop and part of the living quarters;
and the auditorium and additional living quarters were added in 1926, The building has
as stone foundation the living rock of the cliff, The building is basically frame,
with various exterior finishes: split log planks with dovetailed corners, shingles,
and horizontal siding, The building is painted dark brown with cream trim, and has wood
casement windows, The shingle roof is painted green, Condition is good,

Red Horse Stage Station - Building No, 526 - Built as a squared log cabin at Red
Horse (southeast of Grand Canyon Village), in 1902 this building was moved to its
present location and a frame second storey added, During the 1930s, the Fred Harvey
Company obtained the building from the government and restored it to its basic original
appearance by removing the frame second storey and building a new gable roof, The hewn
log walls of the cabin are basically unchanged from 1902, and perhaps from the unknown
date of its original construction during the 1890s, It has a stone chimney at the north
end, and wood casement windows, Its condition is good,

Superintendent's Residence - Building No, 1 - Built as a small, L-shaped structure,
the lower floor of stone, the upper of wood, this building was enlarged in 1931, the
addition continuing the "Swiss chalet" architectural style of the original portion,
Today the upper floor has eight rooms, the older part clearly identified by its random
width oak flooring, The downstairs contains a large family room, and each floor has stone
fireplaces, Interior walls are plastered, The building has a gable roof, Condition of
the building is excellent,

Park Operations Building - Building No, 103 - This is a rustic, chalet-style wood
frame building of two stories, little changed since construction in 1929 except for
the addition of a one storey rest room and two one-storey vault additions to the
exterior, The rest room, added in 1939, was so carefully designed that it enhances
rather than detracts from the overall appearance; the same can not be said for the
vaults at the rear, The building has coursed-stone piers at its corners and a stone
base, and features some logs used as corner posts and brackets in its construction,
Horizontal wood siding finishes the ground floor, vertical board-and-batten wood the
second, The building is dark brown, the six-lite casement windows having green trim,
Condition of the building is good to fair,

Grand Canyon Railroad Depot - Building No, 549 - This depot is of two stories, the
ground floor consisting of a building of round notched logs with a log frame covered
waiting platform at the west end. The second storey, framed in wood beams with log
brackets and roof beams, is finished on the outside with shingles, The building has
gable roofs, one with a north south axis over the center second storey, and with an
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east-west axis over the first storey, with a lower roof over the waiting platform,
Floors are concrete except in the baggage room,

Stables (Barns) and Blacksmith Shop - The horse barn or stable is Building No, 562,
the Mule Stable is No, 563, and the Blacksmith Shop is No, 564 - The blacksmith shop is
an L-shaped building with hipped roof, The horse barn or stable is a rectangular
building with gable roof which has hipped ends, and a cross-gable with hipped ends over
the hay loft in its center, Apparently it was shortened by fire by about LO feet at one
end, but repaired by closing off the burned end, with the repairs being done in
appropriate style so that today there is no evidence in exterior appearance that the
building was not built in its present configuration, The horse barn has a spire ventila=-
tor over its center, The mule barn is of similar style, but smaller, with a smaller
and less attractive ventilator, All three buildings have vertical board-and-batten
finish on the lower half of the exterior, wood shingle finish on the upper half and on
the gable ends, with attractive brackets, All are painted dark brown with white trim,
and have green asphalt shingles on the roofs, Condition is good,

Grand Canyon Power House - Building No, 567 = This rectangular building has a low
pitched roof with a broad fascia, The lower facade, below its balconies, consists of
rubble rock forming stone piers between tall windows of industrial sash panels, This
faces two-thirds of the building's height, Above the decorated balconies is a section
of stucco or concrete panels with broad, dark-stained wood trim, below a decorative wood
frieze, The roof is covered with green rolled-composition roofing, The decorated
balcony rail has arrowhead cut-outs top and bottom and diamond-shaped cutouts in the
center, with the bottom edge scalloped, Three windows on the west side have been filled
with stone of the same color as the piers, but of smaller size, Condition is excellent,

Grand Canyon Post Office = Building No, 166 - A one-storey log and stud frame
building, this post office has a veneer of dressed native stone piers and a dressed stone
foundation in front, with exterior surfaces of mixed horizontal and vertical siding and
a complex wood finish at the ends alternative horizontal with vertical board and batten
siding, The roof frame is of log trusses, purlins and rafters, the decking covered with
green shingles, Condition is excellent,

Apache Street Residences - Buildings Nos, 4O, 799-808, 812-823 - The residences are
of three basic variations of design, but all except No, 4O are of Swiss-chalet
architecture, ten of them being duplexes, the remainder single units, All are of mixed
stone and wood frame construction with gable roofs and attractive decorative brackets,
Condition of the buildings is generally good to fair,

Ranger's Dormitory - Building No, 76 - This building is built of large stones laid
in mortar with a wood-shingled gable roof on log rafters, and wood gable ends, It has
an off-center main door at the front, A small cement-block addition to the rear houses
a heating plant, The building has a stone fireplace and chimney on the west end,
Condition is good,

Class VI Lands: 73.05 Acres
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Bright Angel Lodge

Bright Angel Lodge is a complex of buildings consisting of a main lodge, eight
separate structures connected to the main lodge by covered walkways, sixteen
entirely separate cabins, some single and some duplex, and some small service
structures. The main building of the complex is at the east end, and the cabins
connected by walkways extend to the west, with the individual separate cabins
located on the southwest. The complex has integrity except for a non-historic
restaurant addition on the east end of the main lodge known as the Arizona Steak
House.

The main lodge is a gable-roofed building constructed of stone and log, with

some walls constructed entirely of stone, some entirely of log and some walls
constructed with a masterfully handled composite of both materials. All log

rafter ends are exposed, enhancing the rustic qualities of the structure. The gable
roof of the lobby, with north-south ridge orientation, extends on the south elevation
to create a large front entry porch. The log ridge and purlins supporting the

roof are received at the front porch in the natural fork of six enormous log
columns. The walls of this porch are of native stone. The lobby has walls of

rough sawn planks with a flagstone floor and a ceiling with exposed log rafters

and beams and rough sawn sheathing. A stone fireplace or inglenook is on the north
or rear of the lobby. Perhaps the most significant interior detail is the
"geological" fireplace which is located in a room off the lobby that originally was
the lounge. The fireplace was made of stone from the strata that formed the canyon
itself.

Eight structures extending to the west of the main lodge are constructed of logs
or stone or "pueblo" style reflecting styles indigenous in the Southwest. These
structures house multiple guest rooms and are tied to the main lodge with log
column and beam covered or enclosed walkways, creating a guest house complex. The
roofs are mostly gable and are covered with shakes laid with every fifth course
doubled. As in the main building all log rafter ends are exposed. Gable ends are
enclosed with weather boards or board and batten siding. Log and plastered adobe
walls appear in the complex butting against each other. The Buckey O0'Neill cabin
has been incorporated as a part of this complex.

The sixteen separate single and duplex cabins are constructed in a combination of
the "pueblo" style plastered adobe with flat roofs, log with gable roofs,

board and batten, and stone, using western and southwestern design sources. A
variety of roof forms are used on these structures, including gable, shed, and flat.
Gable and shed roofs are covered with shakes while flat roofs are constructed in
the pueblo style with extending vigas and low parapet walls. All rafter ends are
exposed in gable and shed roofs. Log and board siding are used both vertically

and horizontally, sometimes both in the same wall. Pueblo-style structures are
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plastered in the traditional pueblo style. Large coursed rubble stones are used for
foundations and chimneys in all structures, and are used for wall construction in

some structures. ‘In some cases a particular building is inspired by a single

pioneer style, such as a gable-roofed log cabin, or a stone cabin. In other instances
a variety of styles is blended into a single structure, again as inspired by examples
in early southwestern architecture. In the most unique of the structures, exemplified
by a number of the individual cabins, several historic styles are blended in a way
that does not have any historical precedent to create a new and original architecture
which derives from the past and blends with the other structures in the lodge complex.

The log buildings alone represent several variations of the style. Two are historic
structures in their own right, the Buckey O*Neill cabin, on its original site, which
is built of peeled logs, and the old stage station moved to the rim from Red Horse
at a fairly early date for conversion into a post office, which is built of squared
logs. Elsewhere in the complex is a building whose peeled logs were adzed to give
them a diamond-shaped pattern, and in still other examples peeled logs are used
either horizontally, or vertically, or sometimes both in the same structure.

Although many materials and styles have been incorporated in the construction of
Bright Angel Lodge, the complex is unified by the design skills of Mary Elizabeth Jane
Colter into a complete and coherent little village.

The rustic architecture which is an aspect of the significance of this district
extends even to the service buildings in the district, except for one which, on a
stylistic basis alone, may be inferred to be a later intrusion: an exposed frame,
gable-roofed structure, rectangular in floor plan, near cabin 6174-7. Even this
is a rustic structure, of a type common at one time elsewhere in the park, but
variant from the other rustic types Colter employed in the Lodge complex.
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Park Service,

of that era,

;“TATEM ENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
© Grand Canyon Village Historic District developed as a tourist resort and evolved into

including the others checked above,

. the headquarters of Grand Canyon National Park, after which it experienced further

| development for the accommodation of tourists up to the present day, This district is

. of regional architectural significance and of regional historical significance in the

categories of commerce, transportation and conservation, and it encompasses buildings

. Jwhich individually are of either local or regional significance in one or more categories

The boundaries of the district necessarily also

. include a number of buildings which are not at present considered of significance,

. From 1884 to 1901, tourists reached the Grand Canyon by horse-drawn stagecoach lines,

. and two of the buildings in this district, adapted to modern lodging purposes, recall

- the 19th Century stagecoach transportation era at the Grand Canyon,

.~ the railroad in 1901, Grand Canyon Village was developed by the famed Fred Harvey organi-

- zation allied with the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway into a resort oriented towards

| the rail traveler, with accommodations ranging from the luxurious (EL Tovar) to the

- economy (the original Bright Angel tent cabins, which have not survived),

. time, several small privaté entrepreneurs developed smell businesses, represented by

#0lb Brothers' Studio and Verkamp's Canyon Souvenir Shop, and the Fred Harvey fimm

countered with its own Lookout Studio and Hopi House to compete with Kolb's and Verkamp's,

. Grand Canyon Village, especially El Tovar, became for the Fred Harvey firm and the Santa

. Fe Railway their principal resort hotel for many years, replacing the Montezuma Hot

Springs resort above Las Vegas, New Mexico, as hot springs resorts declined in popularity,
Subsequent to Fred Harvey/Ra.:Llway development, CGrand Canyon was administered by the

U.5, Forest Service and in 1919 became a national park and came under the U,S, National

During the 1920s, automobiles and buses replaced the railroad as the

- principal means of tourist access, and in more recent years many visitors have arrived by

airplane, but rail passenger trains continued to serve the Grand Canyon until 1968, and

& the basic character of Grand Canyon Village Historic District is essentially that of the

railroad resort era of 1901-1941,
As an architectural district, Grand Canyon village possesses buildings designed

& especially to fit within the natural enviromment and harmonize well with the terrain,

. For example, Fred Harvey's &l Tovar Hotel is significantly different in style and material

% from virtually all the other Fred Harvey hotels of its era, while the Santa Fe Railway's

& Grand Canyon depot similarly differs significantly from almost all other Santa Fe depots

Even the private buildings reflect adaptation to the enviromment,

. studio grew almost room by room on the lip of the Canyon, and Verkamp's was designed so

- that its roof would catch rainwater and conduct it to a storage cistern, Grand Canyon

- Vlllage having no natural supply of water,

With the arrival of

At the same

Kolb's

Even the essentially industrial buildings--the
“Fred Harvey power plant, laundry, maintenance shop--all were designed by architects to
blend with the enviromment and harmonize with the buildings on the rim,

Similarly, the
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residential buildings on Apache Street were built of a harmonious architectural style.,
In furnishing the interiors of public buildings such as El Tovar, Fred Harvey employed
Indian relics and handicrafts and designs used by indigenous Indian tribes to emphasize
the Indian culture of the surrounding region, and encouraged the manufacture and sale

of Indian arts and crafts which had a significant beneficial impact on the economy and
culture of the Indian tribes in the region, Subsequent to establishment of the national
park, the National Park Service similarly sought to design buildings which would blend
well with terrain and enviromment, This effort of both government and private business
to design structures which harmonized with the natural environment enhanced conservation
of the natural resources at Grand Canyon, There are thus five architectural categories
represented within the district: the buildings or small private entrepreneurs; the

Fred Harvey/Santa Fe buildings to accommodate, lodge and serve visitors; the Fred Harvey/
Santa Fe buildings of an industrial nature; the Fred Harvey/Santa Fe residential
buildings; and the government (NPS) buildings,

Grand Canyon Village has accommodated visitors not only from all of the states but
also from many foreign countries, and as operational headquarters for Grand Canyon
National Park has played a significant role in the economy of northern Arizona,
Individual elements of the historic District represent local historical significance
in exploration and settlement, govermment, and the other categories cited above,

Individual elements of significance within the district are as follows:

Verkamp's Canyon Souvenir Shop Built in 1905 by John G, Verkamp and operated
continuously by the same family, With a 70-year history of successful enterprise at
Grand Canyon Village specializing in Indian arts and crafts, Verkamp's is individually
of local historical significance in the category of commerce,

Hopi House Built by Fred Harvey/Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway in 1905 as an
Indian curio shop, with its architectural style copied from a stone Hopi pueblo building
at Oraibi, this building served as a center for Hopi and other Indian craftsmen who
came from northeastern Arizona and western New Mexico to live there during summer months,
producing various Indian arts and crafts for sale to the public and performing native
Indian dances for visiting tourists, This building is of regional historical significance
under the category of commerce,

El Tovar Hotel Built in 1904-05 by Fred Harvey and the Santa Fe Railway on the
railway's station grounds grant, and operated continuously until the present by Fred
Harvey as a hotel, this building is unique in architecture when compared with other
Fred Harvey hotels, and was especially designed to fit its location and environment on
the south rim of the Grand Canyon, It was entered in the National Register as a separate
nomination on September 6, 197h, with regional significance in the areas of architecture,
commerce and recreation,

Buckey O'Neill Cabin Built during the 1890s by William Owen "Buckey" O'Neill, a noted
Arizona author, reporter, editor, judge, superintendent of schools, businessmen, sheriff,
politician, miner, mayor (Prescott), and soldier/who lost his life in the attack on San
Juan Hill during the Spanish-American War, this”cabin served perhaps as his residence

and reportedly as an office for his small tourist resort, Subsequently sold to Fred
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Harvey, in 1935 it was incorporated into the new Bright Angel Lodge, with its interior
redecorated, to serve as a cabin to house tourists; an enclosed corridor connecting
it with the main lodge was added, The cabin is individually of local historical
significance in the area of commerce,

Lookout Studio Built by the Fred Harvey firm in 191L, Lookout Studio was designed
and placed to compete with Kolb Brothers' Studio, just as the Fred Harvey Hopi House
mentioned above was designed and placed to compete with Verkamp's, It continues to
serve its original function today,

Kolb Brothers' Studio Begun in 1904 by fmery and Ellsworth Kolb, photographers and
explorers who made a career at the Grand Canyon, this building is of at least regional
and perhaps national significance as illustrative of the careers of its builders, who
had a national impact in American awareness of and interest in conservation at the
Grand Canyon by exploring it beyond what exploration already had been accomplished
and by publicizing it, Early in this century, Fmery Kolb embarked on national speaking
tours illustrated with his lantern slides and spectacular motion pictures, and Ellsworth
Kalb's book, issued in many editions over a long span of years, may be found in almost
any city liorary in the United States, This building was the base for their various
explorations of the canyon--and one of their accomplishments was the discovery of
hitherto unknown Cheyava Falls in 1908, Reflecting their careers, Kolb Brothers! Studio
is of at least regional and perhaps national significance in the categories of commerce,
conservation and exploration,

'~ Red Horse Stage Station/Cameron Hotel/Old Grand Canyon Post Office Built during the
1890s as a station at Red Horse on the horse-drawn stagecoach line connecting Grand
Canyon with the main line of the railroad, this building was moved in 1902 to Grand
Canyon Village and rebuilt with the addition of a frame second floor into a small hotel
by Ralph Cameron, About 1935 the Fred Harvey company, under the direction of Architect
Mary E.J. Colter, restored the building to an approximation of its original appearance
by removing the second storey and building a new roof over the log portion, converting
the interior into a tourist cabin managed as a part of Bright Angel Lodge, This and the
Buckey O'Neill Cabin, also now a part of Bright Angel Lodge, are the last two structures
remaining from the stagecoach era of the 1890s at the Grand Canyon, This building is
of local historical significance in the categories of commerce and transportation,

Superintendent's Residence/First Administration Building (First Park Headquarters)
Built in 1921 by the National Park Service as its first headquarters for Grand Canyon
National Park, this building was converted into a residence in 1931, after construction
of a newer administration building, This building is of local historical significance
in the category of conservation, signifying the beginning of Grand Canyon National Park
under the National Park Service, This building was entered in the National Register as
a separate nomination on September 6, 197L,

Grand Canyon Park Operations Byilding/Second Administration Building (Second Park
Headquarters) This building was built in 1929 as a new park headquarters, Some
remodeling of the interior was done in 1938, and there were a few later modifications,
It was replaced by a new (third) park headquarters building in 1967 and since that time
has continued to serve as staff office space, although known now as the Park Operations
Building, The building possesses local architectural significance in exterior design.
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Grand Canyon Railroad Station Built about 1909 as a depot for the Grand Canyon
Railway Company, a subsidiary of and later absorbed into the Atchison, Topeka & Santa
Fe Railway, this building served as a railroad depot until the end of passenger train
service at Grand Canyon Village in 1968, The second floor housed the station agent and
his wife, The railroad yard trackage is a part of the necessary historic scene
associated with this depot, The building is unique among Santa Fe Railway depots, its
rustic log architecture obviously intended to harmonize with the natural environment
and other railway/Fred Harvey buildings at the Grand Canyon, The building was entered
in the National Register as a separate nomination on September 6, 1974, with significance
of local level in conservation and transportation,

El Tovar Stables and Blacksmith Shop (three buildings) The Fred Harvey organization
built the horse barn and mule barn in 1907 and the blacksmith shop in 1908, These
buildings housed and serviced horses, mules, carriages and stages which served visitors
to the Grand Canyon in the era before predominance of the automobile, and today house
and service the mules used in trips to the bottom of the canyon, These buildings were
entered in the National Register on September 6, 19TL, with local architectural
significance and local historical significance in the categories of commerce and tourism,

Grand Canyon Power House Built by the Santa Fe Railway in 1926 to supply power and
steam heating for the Fred Harvey buildings a steam to the train lines of trains parked
in the rail yards, and designed in "Rocky Mountain Swiss Chalet"-style architecture, this
massive building represents a successful effort to design an essentially industrial
structure which would be compatible with the natural setting of Grand Canyon National
Park and harmonious with other Fred Harvey/Santa Fe buildings, It is of local archi-
tectural significance in exterior design,

Grand Canyon Post Office Successor to the Old Post Office (Red Horse Stage Station)
mentioned above, this building was erected in 193L4-5 according to drawings prepared by
National Park Service architects by the Del Webb Construction Company and completed on
June 8, 1935, It is of local architectural sipgnificance, being a government building
designed, like many of the Fred Harvey/Santa Fe Railway buildings, to harmonize with
the enviromment and setting at Grand Canyon,

Apache Street Residences These 23 buildings in three architectural variations were
constructed between 1924 and 1930 to provide living space for the upper echelons of
management of the Fred Harvey Company and the Santa Fe Railway living at the Grand Canyon,
These buildings are of local architectural significance, being designed by Santa Fe/Fred
Harvey architects to fit their environment and surroundings, essentially unchanged,

Rangers' Dormitory Built about 1921 as a dormitory for employees, by 1927 this
building was in use as a dormitory for park rangers, Later it was used as nurses'
quarters, and still later briefly as a clinic, In recent years it has again been
used as a rangers' dormitory, The building is considered of local architectural
significance and of local historical significance in the area of conservation, (This
building is physically separated from the boundaries of the rest of the district and
has its own boundary consisting of a rectangle 25 feet out from and parallel to each of
its four sides,

Buildings within the boundaries of the historic district but not at present adjudged
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individually of sufficient level of significance to merit National Register nomination
are as follows: Bright Angel Lodge and cabins, excepting Buckey O'Neill Cabin and Red
Horse Stage Station mentioned above, the remainder being built mostly in 1934=35;
Colter Hall (Fred Harvey employees' Dormitory), built in 1937 originally as a dormitory
for women employees only; a small railway service structure next to the tracks a short
distance west of the depot, built in 1950; the Fred Harvey Laundry, built in 1927 west
of the Grand Canyon Power House; the Fred Harvey Maintenance Building, built in 1931
immediately south of the Fred Harvey Laundry; all garages and storage sheds behind
residences on both sides of Apache Street, built c, 19244~30; Thunderbird and Kachina
Lodge Buildings of Bright Angel Lodge, built in 1968 and 1971 respectively, which

at this date constitute intrusive modern elements,

Ownership: There is a respectful difference of opinion as to the present ownership
of the land on which all Fred Harvey/Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway buildings stand,
in that the railroad has title insofar as its use is consistent with its grant of land
under the Railroad Right-of-Way Act of 1875, and the United States of America has title
insofar as said use is inconsistent with said grant, In the latter instance, title either
has or will revert to the United States of America, For the purpose of this form, the
land is considered to be the property of the United States of America and the buildings
built by Fred Harvey/Santa Fe Railway are considered to be the property of Fred Harvey/
Santa Fe Railway,

Order of Significance (overall for District): Second
Recommended level of treatment: Preservation

Preliminary estimate of cost of treatment (government-owned structures only):
All buildings are in maintenance status,
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The following material is an amendment and addition to the nomination form for the
Grand Canyon Village Historic District, a property entered in the National Register

on November 20, 1975. This material does not expand the 1975 boundary of the District,
but specifies the significance and integrity of all the buildings and structures

of Bright Angel Lodge except the dining room wing known as the Arizona Steak House
added to the east end of the main building. This amendment to the nomination is

based on additional research embodied in a National Park Service study of rustic
architecture completed in 1977 and even more specifically in a biography of the
architect Mary Jane Elizabeth Colter recently published (1980).

Summary of Significance of Bright Angel Lodge

Bright Angel Lodge is of regional significance as a complex of structures associated
with and the product of the career of an architect and interior decorator named Mary
Elizabeth Jane Colter who designed and/or decorated the interiors of important Fred
Harvey Company hotels and other facilities during a career which stretched from 1902
to 1949 and left examples of her work from Chicago to Los Angeles along the system of
the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway. Mary Jane Colter was a significant architect
in the history of the American Southwest, and one of the few women to enter that

field around the beginning of this century; she is believed to qualify as a master

in her field.

The lodge is also of regional significance as a complex of buildings that embody

the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, and method of construction,

namely rustic architecture of the Depression era, that represents the work of a master,
and that possesses high artistic values.

Bright Angel Lodge is also historically significant in association with events in
local history as the successor of the first hotel located in Grand Canyon Village,
whose construction began in 1896, which extended later into a tent camp. A log cabin
which was part of that hotel and is already listed as a significant building in

Grand Canyon Village in association with Bucky 0'Neill survives today as a part of
the present Bright Angel Lodge, as does the old post office near the old Bright

Hotel of 1896, which earlier had been a stage station at a different locationm.

Detailed Justification of Significance

Bright Angel Lodge is of regional significance in the architecture of the Southwest
as an achievement in both rustic architecture and interior design which blends the
indigenous frontier methods and styles of hewn log, peeled log, adzed log, stone,
adobe, and frame board and batten construction into a complex of structures which
collectively establishes a unique blend of styles, and incorporates two genuine
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historic buildings of the 1890s and preserves them. The significance lies in the
overall blend of styles from building to building and within individual buildings,
inside and out, and includes the main lodge and all the individual cabins and service
structures. The significance also extends to their interrelationships visually

and physically, their relationship with the en¥ironment and their siting on and
interrelationship with the landscape, and includes the trees and landscape around and
within the complex. The blending of styles within certain individual structures is

a design believed unique to this complex, and reflected nowhere else in the work of
this particular architect. Since Mary Colter was especially conscious of the
importance of color, the significance extends also to the original colors she used.
The significance furthermore extends to original furnishings obtained by Miss Colter.

Bright Angel Lodge is also of historical and architectural significance as the
product of the career of a master of Southwestern architecture and interior design,
regionally significant in her field and one of the few women in the field during the
early years of this century. 1In an age before extreme specialization, Colter was
something of a generalist, designing buildings, structures, interiors of public and
guest rooms, landscaping, even uniforms of waiters and waitresses in Fred Harvey
hotels and restaurants and the patterns of china used on the Santa Fe railroad's
crack Super Chief passenger train. The principal historian of the Grand Canyon (J.
Donald Hughes) has stated that Bright Angel Lodge "represents Mary Jane Colter's
masterpiece. A structure of stone and logs, it harmonizes as well with its location
near the rim of the Canyon as any building could."

Clearly, the complex qualifies as having the "exceptional significance" required for
listing of a building less than fifty years of age (begun 49 years ago as of this 1982
writing, completed 47 years ago, but with some of its design by Mary Colter dating
from 50 years ago and some of it, for the separate cabins, dating from 65 years ago.)
The property was identified in 1977 in the contextual study, 'National Park Service
Rustic Architecture, 1916-1942" as appearing to qualify for National Register listing
even then,but the additional contextual study in the form of a more recent biography
of Mary Colter provided the specific research basis for preparation of this form.

Historical Background to Significance of Bright Angel Lodge

When stagecoach lines began to bring tourists to the south rim of the Grand Canyon
in the vicinity of what would become Grand Canyon Village during the 1890s, Ralph
Cameron owned the Bright Angel Trail, which he had built to the river primarily

by improving an old Havasupai Indian trail. His original purpose was to reach
copper mine claims in the canyon. With the advent of tourism, he constructed at

the canyon rim in 1896 the log Bright Angel Hotel, incorporating as its western wing
a cabin, also of log, attributed to a prominent Arizona pioneer, Buckey 0'Neill, who
was destined to die in the charge against Spanish positions on San Juan Hill in Cuba
during the Spanish-American War as a soldier in Colonel' Theodore Roosevelt's lst
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U.S. Volunteer Cavalry, better known as the "Rough Riders." When the Grand Canyon
Railway reached the rim southwest of the Bright Angel Hotel in 1901, it extended

its terminal yard eastward along the rim, and in 1904 constructed its own hotel
between its depot site and Cameron's Bright Angel Hotel, so that detraining passengers
would have to pass the new El1 Tovar before reaching the Bright Angel. It was only
after many years of maneuvering and much litigation that Cameron's claim to a spurious
mineral deposit at the rim was voided and the Bright Angel Trail acquired by the
government.

Grand Canyon meanwhile had been set aside as a national monument under U.S. Forest
Service management, and that agency drew up as a master plan for the village the
""Grand Canyon Working Plan'" of 1916-1917. In accord with this, the Fred Harvey
Company proposed a number of developments both on the rim and in the canyon. Among
these was a plan for improvement of the Bright Angel Hotel and camp, including a
"cottage village" at the head of the Bright Angel Trail whose cottages were
designed by Mary Elizabeth Jane Colter. But the nation soon was involved fully in
World War I, and the plans were put on the shelf.

In the years that followed the war, the Fred Harvey Company and Mary Jane Colter
were busy with projects elsewhere, but the already inadequate accommodations of
Bright Angel Camp became increasingly outdated, and were an eyesore on the rim.

The Depression intervened in 1929 and imposed still further delay, but in 1932

the Fred Harvey Company was in consultation with the National Park Service, which
had taken over management of the area after creation of Grand Canyon National Park
in 1919, and Mary Colter was working on designs for a new Bright Angel Lodge. She
modeled in clay two different versions of stone lodge buildings, one a two story
structure, one of single story, both reminiscent somewhat of her earlier Lookout
Studio, Hermit's Rest, and the recently constructed Desert View Watchtower. The NPS
did not approve either of these designs, so Mary Colter went on to design a more
traditionally rustic gable-roofed central lodge structure of logs and stone,
harmonious in design with E1 Tovar and incorporating as a connected cabin the old
Buckey 0'Neill structure which also had been a part of the Bright Angel Hotel built
by Ralph Cameron in 1896. As additional accommodations, Colter dusted off her

1916 plans for cottages, and her finished concept was of a complex of buildings which
reflected a variety of pioneer building styles of the frontier era at Grand Canyon
and elsewhere in northern Arizona. Finally, the post office which sat at one edge
of the cottage complex was a two story building consisting of a frame second floor
added to a hewn log cabin which had been moved to that location many years earlier
from Red Horse where it had served as a stagecoach station on the line up from the
Atlantic & Pacific Railroad. Colter had the building purchased from the government
and the inharmonious second floor removed and a shingle-covered gable roof over the
first floor restored, thus providing a second element in the lodge, along with the
0'Neill cabin, which constituted a direct and tangible tie with the historic past.
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In the main lodge building of Bright Angel Lodge, Colter designed a distinctive
fireplace whose layers of fieldstone represented in their proper sequence from
bottom to top all the major geologic layers of rock exposed in the wall of the

great canyon, from river to rim, along the Bright Angel or South Kaibab Trail.

The interior of this log and stone main building also displayed such rustic features
as the use of natural forks and major branches of peeled logs as structural support
for beams.

For the new separate cabins to be erected west of the main lodge, Colter had
designed structures and a complex which did not imitate slavishly individual
frontier architectural styles, but instead designed cottages which incorporated
and blended elements of hewn logs, peeled logs, peeled logs adzed in a decorative
pattern, stone, board and batten, and pueblo-style adobe. The result was an
imaginative architecture in harmony with past and setting, one which drew on
traditional elements but used them in a new fashion. Her use of shed roofs in
certain instances contributed to the effect. Colter built a six foot long model
of the complex in which not only each cabin, but every tree and bush was shown,
so the interrelationships could be studied in detail, and alterations made where
desired. Thus it was not only the individual designs that were important to
Colter, but how they related to each other visually and how they were sited

on and related to the landscape and environment.

Colter spent nearly as much time on the interiors as the exteriors, and not only

on the interior architecture but the furnishings. She went to great effort to find
pioneer furniture such as old stools and chairs, kerosene lamps, old bathtubs

with legs, some of which were original and some of which she had copied and reproduced.
Colter was also very, very particular about color, herself mixed the paint until

she had exactly the shade she wanted, and thereafter proved a real burden to the
painters in her insistence on their precise matching of her selected shade.

Construction began in 1933 and Bright Angel Lodge opened to the public on July 22,
1935,with a barbecue for visiting dignitaries who included not only National Park
Service officials and Fred Harvey Company and Santa Fe Railroad brass, but the
governor of Arizona. Hopi, Navajo, and Havasupai Indians came from afar, some on
horseback, to participate and perform in ceremonials. For the opening, Colter
advertised for western hats, and decorated the lobby with 25 hats of famous
westerners, among them one allegedly used by General Francisco ("Pancho") Villa
in the Mexican Revolution. The opening barbecue fed 2,000 people.

Bright Angel Lodge has served the public since that day, providing some of the
principal accommodations offered by the Fred Harvey Company at the South Rim of
the Grand Canyon.
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Biographical Background to Significance of M.E.J. Colter as an Architect

Mary Elizabeth Jane Colter was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on April 4, 1869,

the second daughter of Irish parents who operated a clothing store. The family soon
moved to Texas, then Colorado, then back to St. Paul where the parents had lived

before Mary was born. Mary always considered St. Paul her home, despite her Pittsburgh
birth. Having attended the public schools of St. Paul, Mary developed an interest in
art early and desired a career in that field, but it was not until after her father's
death in 1886 that she was able to persuade her mother to send her to art school

so that she could help support the family by teaching art. With some money her father
had left, she finally was able to enter the art school of her choice, the California
School of Design in San Francisco.

Mary Colter also worked as an apprentice in the office of a local architect, which
is how most architects were trained at that time. She entered architecture just as
that profession was experiencing its version of the movement characterized by
Frederick Jackson Turner in the field of history, a new emphasis on indigenous
American building styles, harmonious with the local enviromment and history, rather
than imitation of European styles. With this training and background, Mary Colter
began in 1892 at the age of 23 her fifteen year teaching career at St. Paul's
Mechanic Arts High School.

One year while on vacation in San Francisco, Colter visited a friend who worked in a
Fred Harvey Company gift shop, and expressed an interest in working for that firm.
Nothing seemed to come of it until, while on summer vacation repairing the roof of
her cabin in the Minnesota woods, a Western Union messenger suddenly appeared with

a hundred word telegram offering her the job of interior decoration of the Indian
Building at the new Alvarado Hotel adjacent to the Santa Fe railway depot in
Albuquerque, New Mexico. Thus began, in 1902, her forty-six year career with the
Fred Harvey firm.

The Fred Harvey Company was a firm allied with the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway.
Initially the operator of depot lunch rooms in the 1880s, the firm had by 1902
expanded into building and operating hotels adjacent to Santa Fe railway depots,
operating depot news, cigar and souvenir stands, resort destination hotels, and

even the dining car service on Santa Fe passenger trains. Famed for the "Harvey girl"
waitresses dressed in black and white, the Fred Harvey Company was known at that

time for the high quality of everything it touched, from its food and its service

to its architecture and interior design to the quality of accommodations to the
quality selection of merchandise in its gift and souvenir shops. The firm promoted
the manufacture and retailing of southwestern Indian pottery, basketry, jewelry,

and Navajo blankets. In both the architecture and the interior decoration and
furnishing, Mary Colter was to play a significant role.
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At first, Mary Colter's role was that of interior decorator working with the

Santa Fe Railway architect Charles Whittlesey on such buildings as the new Indian
Building, basically a sales outlet, adjacent to the Alvarado Hotel in Albuquerque,
and the new El Tovar at Grand Canyon. But as early as 1905 she was not only
decorator but architect of Hopi House at Grand Canyon, the gift shop opposite E1 Tovar.
Again she reverted to the role of interior decorator of El Ortiz, the depot hotel

at Lamy, New Mexico, designed by architect Louis Curtis, and three years later she
did the interior decoration of the Fred Harvey shops in the Union Station in Kansas
City, Missouri. Following that job, Mary Colter was on her own as both architect and
interior decorator of the Lookout Studio (1914), Hermit's Rest (1914) and Phantom
Ranch (1922) at Grand Canyon, and E1 Navajo (1923), the depot hotel at Gallup, New
Mexico. 1In 1925 she again played second fiddle as interior decorator in two buildings
designed by others, the Fred Harvey shops in Chicago's Union Station and the whole
interior of the new La Fonda hotel in Santa Fe. But again, from 1930 to 1937, Colter
played the dual roles of architect and interior decorator of La Posada, the depot
hotel at Winslow, Arizona (1930), the Desert View Watchtower at Grand Canyon (1932),
Bright Angel Lodge at Grand Canyon, the Men's Dormitory at Grand Canyon (1936), and
the Women's Dormitory at Grand Canyon, eventually to be named Colter Hall (1937).

Her next five assignments were again interior decoration: Union Station shops or
restaurants in Kansas City (1937), St. Louis (1939), Los Angeles (1939), and La
Cosina Cantina in the Alvarado in Albuquerque (1940), and finally the remodeling

of the newly acquired Painted Desert Inn at Petrified Forest, Arizona, in 1947.

After the Painted Desert Inn job, Colter retired at the age of 79 to a home in Santa
Fe, New Mexico, having put in 46 years with the Fred Harvey Company, and having been
one of the firms major assets. But the company was still not finished with her,

and rehired her out of retirement in 1949 to design the interior of a new cocktail
lounge, La Cantinita, in Santa Fe's La Fonda. Having completed this one last job,
Colter was secure in retirement, receiving pensions from both the Santa Fe Railway
and the Fred Harvey Company, not to mention a systemwide pass for free travel over
the lines of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe which stretched from Chicago to Los
Angeles and San Francisco Bay.

During her entire career, Colter had taken full advantage of her inside position with
Fred Harvey and the Santa Fe, as well as her travels throughout the Southwest, to
collect Southwestern Indian pottery, basketry, and jewelry, and she had also
accumulated an outstanding library of books on architecture and other subjects.

The Indian materials she donated to Mesa Verde National Park, and library to the
community library at Grand Canyon Village.

Mary Colter died in Santa Fe on January 8, 1958, at the age of 88.

Now the subject of a full biography, Mary Elizabeth Jane Colter clearly qualifies
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as a master in the field of architecture and interior design in the American Southwest,
with examples of her work stretching from Chicago to Los Angeles across the Santa Fe
railway and Fred Harvey systems. Her surviving works are now a cherished part of the
culture of the Southwest. In an "Afterword," her biographer concluded, "Of all the
places where she worked in the Southwest, Grand Canyon has the largest number of
Colter buildings still standing. Six significant buildings remain: Hermit's Rest,

the Lookout, Bright Angel Lodge, Phantom Ranch, Hopi House, and the Watchtower. In
these structures one may still catch the spirit of the remarkable Mary Elizabeth Jane
Colter."

Place in architectural history of the District

The primary and broadest significance of Bright Angel Lodge can best be understood

and interpreted in the context of the entire district's development and significant
themes. The complex seems integral to the district's significance, because it
represents the direction and continuities of the development of the historical and
historic architectural values that are present in the earlier portions of the district.

Architecturally, over periods from 1890 through the mid-1930s, the district outstand-
ingly represents a progression of solutions to a particular, and here dramatically
present, design problem: providing service buildings within one of the nation's

most magnificent natural and scenic preserves. Regarding the significance of
architecture within the park system, current research has begun to document its
central and germinative position in the development of a "rustic" aesthetic in early
20th Century U.S. architecture. At the turn of the century, the rustic aesthetic
along with an appreciation for regionalism and even native cultures can be seen
(simplistically, of course) as incipient counter trends in American culture to the
then dominant classical (Beaux Arts) aesthetics and its cosmopolitanism; in the
1930s, however, the rustic aesthetic and regionalism became thoroughly popularized
and integrated into American culture. This kind of cultural progression is outstand-
ingly embodied in the Grand Canyon Village Historic District, but it is only fully
embodied with the inclusion of Colter's 1930s design for Bright Angel Lodge as a
contributing portion of the district. Her work well evidences the character that
rustic architecture had taken on by the 1930s: small scale, an almost whimsical
picturesqueness, and further emphasis on the regional vernacular and the constructive
process rather than architectural form—--all in an effort to respect the natural
setting, harmonize with it, and reflect the particular regional character.

Another major aspect of the Lodge complex's integrality to the district involves
Colter's incorporation of earlier historic structures into the Lodge complex. Colter's
interest in and relative sensitivity to these earlier resources embodies another

highly important aspect of 1930s rustic architecture and regionalism: an early

element of historic preservation.
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Colter's work and the period of the 1930s is an inextricable part of the district.
For the preservation of this district, it is particularly important to include

the 1930s as a critical historic period of this district's significant development,
because any 1930s alteration of a district structure of an earlier date has
historic significance in its own right and is itself worthy of preservation.

The significance of Bright Angel Lodge is embodied in the exterior architecture

of all the buildings in the complex, except for one possible intrusion, and

except for the restaurant wing added to the east side of the main lodge. The
significance is also embodied in the interiors of those public rooms in the main
lodge which have integrity, such as the lobby and the room which features the
fireplace and chimney made of layers of stone from the Canyon, and it also extends
to the murals by the distinguished Hopi Indian artist, Fred Kabotie, in the
cocktail lounge.
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Grand Canyon National Park Library and official files

Grattan, Virginia L., Mary Colter, Builder upon the Red Earth (Flagstaff: Northland
Press, 1980)

Hughes, J. Donald, In the House of Stone and Light (Grand Canyon: Grand Canyon
Natural History Association, 1978). Note: this is a thoroughly revised
edition of the book listed below.

Hughes, J. Donald, The Story of Man at Grand Canyon (Grand Canyon: Grand Canyon
Natural History Association, 1967).

Kabotie, Fred, with Bill Belknap, Fred Kabotie: Hopi Indian Artist. (Flagstaff:
Museum of Northern Arizona, with Northland Press, 1977)

Tweed, Dr. William; Laura Soulliere, and Henry Law, ''National Park Service Rustic
Architecture, 1916-1942." (San Francisco: National Park Service, 1977) ms.
reproduced by xerox; printed edition to be published by Government Printing
Office.
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Due to the irregular boundary involved, six UTM map points were determined; as the
nomination form conta1?3/37a7e/ ﬁor/f?u; /t?e/a?dltlonal two are listed below:
between A and B:  1/2/3/9/7 3/9/9/0/6/1/0 ¢ 2 <
Between C and D:  1/2/3/9/7/0/0/0/ /3/9/9/0/5/0/0
plus: Ranger Dormitory: 1/2/3/9/7/6/9/0  /3/9/9/0/u/5/5

and running in a west-southwesterly direction parallel to but 75 feet southeast of

the southern leg of the divided portion of the village loop drive; then due south

from that line, cutting midway between Buildings 103 and 554, until even with the

south edge of the parking lot north of the old post office and old Babbitt store, then
west across Center road and along the south edge of the aforementioned parking lot

to a point equivalent to midway between Buildings 501 and 166, then due south on a

line midway between those to buildings to a point equivalent to fifty feet behind
Building 166, then due west passing fifty feet behind Building 166 to a point equivalent
to midway between Buildings 166 and 558, then due north midway between buildings 166

and 558 to a point equivalent to the north edge of Building 558, then due west past the
north edge of that building to a point at the northwest corner of the intersection where
the road from the power house passing between the two stables meets the Village Loop
Drive eastbound, then due south to the north edge of the alley north of Apache Street,
then east and southerly following the north and east edge of that alley around to where
it meets Apache Street, then eastward along the north edge of Apache Street to a point
on the edge of the street equivalent to the midpoint between Buildings 809 and 810,

then in a south-southeasterly direction perpendicular to &pache Street at the peint

it leaves Apache Street and parallel to the east wall of Building 823, southward to

a point where it would be intersected by the north edge of the alley south of Apache
Street if that alley were extended eastward from its present terminus, then in a
west-southwest direction to meet the north edge of that alley, then following the

north edge of that alley westward to Coconino Street, then northward along Coconino
Street, crossing Apache Street, and continuing to the intersection of Coconino Street
with the south leg of the Village Loop Drive, then northeasterly along the south edge
of this drive to a point due south of the southwest corner of the corral connected

with Building 563, then due north to a point equivalent in latitude to the northern
corner of Building 578, then due west along the northern edge of Building 578 to a point
twenty feet beyond the western edge of the west leg of the Village Loop Drive, then
north to a point 100 feet north of the South Rim of the Grand Canyon,

Ranger's Dormitory is a separate component of this district with its own boundary,
the boundary consisting of a rectangle encompassing the building, the sides of the
rectangle being parallel to the four walls of the building and 25 feet each out from
said walls,
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THE GRAND CANYON OF THE COLORADO RIVER

Of all the geographic features of the United
States that are famed for their scenic grandeur,
the most extraordinary, the most truly unique,
is the mile-deep canyon which the Colorado River
has carved across the high plateaus of north- -
western Arizona. The alpine mountain ranges of
this country are equaled and excelled in height, if
not in spectacular beauty, by those in other lands,
but though there are elsewhere deep canyons,
some of even greater depth than the Grand Canyon
of the Colorado, there is not one that can match
its vastness, its majesty, its ornate sculpture and
its wealth of color, Whoever stands upon the brink
of the Grand Canyon beholds a spectacle unrival-
ed on this earth,

The Grand Canyon is about 217 miles long, not
counting the 60 miles ofthe Marble Gorge above,
figure 1. Much of the most impressively beautiful
part is within the Grand Canyon National Park, In
depth the canyon ranges between 3,000 and 6,000
feet; in width from rim to rim, between4 and 18
miles. The portion represented on this map--the
portion best knoWn to the tourist public--has the
greatest depth and greatest width, The northrim,
the higher of the two, here reaches altitudes as
high as 8,500 feet; the river flows at a level of
about 2,400 feet, The width between opposing
promontories of the rims averages 8 miles; be-
tween opposing embayments it increases to 18
miles,

The Grand Canyon is much more thanasimple
V-shaped gash, It is an intricately sculptured
chasm that contains between itsterraced walls a
host of peaks and buttes, canyons within canyons,
ramifying gulches and ravines, Toone viewing it
from the rim, or fromthe air, its aspect suggests
a fairy city filled with colossal edifices, The
more prominent of its rock forms, indeed, have
become known as the "temples," resembling as
they do many-storied structures of pagan type.
Some of them, as the Shiva Temple and Brahma
Temple, shown on this map, tower about a mile
above the river,

Throughout the Grand Canyon horizontal lines
of sculpture prevail, Its walls are carved instep-
wise descending cliffs and terraces that extend
with great regularity as far as the eye can see.
The rocks in which the Grand Canyon is hewn
consist mainly of level strata, piled one upon
another in orderly succession but differing in
hardness and durability., The cliffs are formed
by massive beds of sandstone and limestone, the
shelving slopes and terraces by thin-bedded
shale,

Each of these strata, or groups of strata,
moreover, has a distinctive hue, and as a conse-
quence the chasm as a wholeis richin contrast-
ing colors arranged in horizontal bands. The
dominant tone is a dull red that glows when lit
by the sun, but there are also bands of pale buff
and gray or of delicate green andpink, and in the
lowermost depths are masses of chocolate-
brown, slate-gray, and other somber hues. All
are suffused in the distance by a transparent
biue-purple haze that softens the shadows and
on the rim, which frame the picture, and with the
intense blue of the Arizona sky.

CLIMATE AND VEGETATION

The observer may not realize at once that
these harmonies of color and sculpture result
from the very barrenness of the chasm. The
rocks are bare throughout, largely unmasked by
soil or vegetation, Indeed, the Grand Canyon,
though not a desert in the commonly accepted
sense, has many of the attributes of a desert,
Only the lofty plateaus that flank itareclad with
forests, but eventhey are devoid of living streams
and have but scanty soil.

The great range inaltitude in the Grand Canyon
region naturally gives rise to marked climatic
gradations, and these, again, are reflected in
successive zones of vegetation, In the bottom of
the canyon, where an oven-like heat prevails on
summer days and where frost is rare inwinter,
there is a sparse growth of desert bushes and
cactus, above which rise, here and there, the
graceful flower-bearing stalks of the century
plant and Spanish bayonet. Only the courses of a
few perennial streamlets are marked by strips
of briiliant verdure., The upper terraces are
dotted with gnarled pifion and juniper trees, The
Coconino Plateau, which ranges between 6,000
and 7,000 feet in altitude, receives enough pre-
cipitation--snow in winter, occasional showers
in summer--to support an open forest of these
same drought-enduring trees, and on its higher
portions stand groves of tall, straight yellow
pines. The Kaibab Plateau, which rises to alti-
tudes between 8,000 and 9,000 feet, has a moun-
tain climate, snowy and severe in winter, delight-
fully cool, though marked by frequent thunder-
storms, in summer, It bears majestic forests of

By Francois E. Matthes

yellow pine mixed here and there with Engelmann
spruce, Clumps of aspen line the grassy glades
and natural "parks" in its valleys, where browse
many deer and, outside the limits of the national
park, great herds of cattle,

DISCOVERY AND EXPLORATION

The visitor approaching the Grand Canyon from

any direction is obliged to traverse large areas
of waterless, barren land. The chasm lies inthe
midst of a vast desertprovince, whichbefore the
advent of the railroad and the motor car was im-
penetrable to all but the most hardy pioneers,
This fact explains why, in spite of its great ex-
tent, the Grand Canyon so long remained un-
known, Although it had beensighted several times
before the Civil War, it was not until the seven-
ties and eighties of the last century that the
chasm was fully explored and that its fame spread
through the world,

The first white manto behold the Grand Canyon
was a Spaniard, Garcia Ldépez de C4rdenas, who
in 1540 had been dispatched from Zani, New
Mexico, by his commander, Vdsquez de
Coronado, to find a mysterious "largeriver" far
to the west, of whose existence the young ensign
Pedro de Tovar had brought the first news,
Guided by Hopi Indians, Cdrdenas and his twelve
men, after a long, hard march, reached the
"banks" of the chasm, which, it seemed tothem,
were fully "3 or 4 leagues" above the river.
C4rdenas's name, appropriately, is now bornby
an eminence in the upper bend of the Grand Can-
yon, not far fromthe eastrim, whence, it is pre-
sumed, he had his first view, And the name El
Tovar is now familiar totravelers the world over
as that of the hotel on the south rim,

This early visit and later ones by the Span-
iards, however, had been all but forgotten by the
middle of the nineteenth century, when American
exploration of the arid Southwest was in full
swing. In 1857 Lieut. JosephC. Ives, after taking
a stern wheel boat up the lower course of the
river, reached the chasm with a pack train,
traveling over the southern plateaus and down
through the gorge of Diamond Creek. Thence he
continued his march eastward to Havasu Canyon,
the San Francisco Mountains, the Little Colo-
rado, and the country of the HopiIndians. In this
report he wrote: "Ours has been the first and
will doubtless be the last party of whites to visit
this profitless locality, It seems intended by
nature that the Colorado River, alongthe greater
portion of its lonely and majestic way, shall be
forever unvisited and undisturbed." To John S.
Newberry, the geologist who accompanied the
Ives expedition, the world is indebted for the
first graphic description of the Grand Canyon
and for the first explanation of its geologic sig-
nificance,

Ives and Newberry, however, got little more
than an occasional glimpse ofthe Grand Canyon,
It remained for Major John Wesley Powell,
scientist and Civil War veteran, to make the
first passage through its depths and to chart its
course from end to end, Embarking in May, 1869,
at the bridge of the Union Pacific Railroad over
Green River, in Wyoming, with nine companions,
in four small rowboats, he descended the stream,
running the gamut of all its turbulent rapids, and
three months later, after a voyage beset with
peril and hardship, he emerged from the lower
end of the Grand Canyon, thus proving that the
stream known inthe north as Green River is con-
tinuous with that inthe south named Colorado and
dispelling forever the myths that had been woven
about its dread "lost course,"

On the south rim of the Grand Canyon a simple
monument has been erected by the Congress of
the United States in commemoration of Powell's
achievement, which stands without parallel in the
annals of western exploration. Other brave men
have repeated the hazardous voyage, but it was
Powell who faced the unknown and who succeeded
in filling a large gap in the map of the arid
Southwest,

Among the names inthe Grand Canyon that hark
back to Powell's first passage through its depths
is that which is on every visitor's lip--Bright
Angel, Powell relates that his party, as it de-
scended the river through Utah, examined one
day the mouth of a tributary stream for drinking
water, the river which they navigated being ever
muddy and charged with alkali, Findingthetrib-
utary even fouler than the Colorado, they pro-
nounced it a "dirty devil." (The name Dirty Devil
Creek has since been changedto Fremont River.)
Some weeks later, exhausted by their struggles
through some of the wildest rapids they had met,
they discovered to their surprise and joy
"a clear, beautiful creek, coming downthrougha
gorgeous red canyon," and to express their relief
named it Bright Angel Creek.
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Figure 1.—Sketch map showing entire extent of Grand Canyon.

The area included in the Bright Angel quadrangle is indicated by a rectangular
outline. The Grand Canyon forms a continuous barrier 217 miles in length and more
formidable than a mountain range. It almost severs the northwest corner of Arizona
from the rest of the State and is crossed by only one route—the trail leading from
El Tovar over the suspension bridge to Grand Canyon Lodge.

In 1870, under the auspices of the Smithsonian
Institution, Powell set out on a second, more
thorough exploration of the Colorado River and
the territory through which it flows, For several
years he carried on his studies, geographic,
geologic, and ethnologic. Under his directionthe
first map of the Grand Canyon region was made,
and to that region he brought some of the most
distinguished geologists this country has pro-
duced, Grove K. Gilbert, Clarence E. Dutton,
and Charles D. Walcott. Alsohe brought William
H. Holmes toportray the chasm in hand-drawn
panoramas of rare beauty and marvelous accur -
acy and Thomas Moran to paint its glories on
canvas for the National Gallery of Art.

ORIGIN

How was the Grand Canyon formed? To one who
had not given the question of its origin much
thought, a chasm so vast and so profound might
well seem inexplicable save as a great yawning
fissure in the crust of the earth, That it could
have been fashioned by running water might not
even occur td him--it would seem too improb-
able, Yet to those acquainted with the geologic
history of this region nothing is more evident,
more definitely proved, than that the Colorado
River is the principal author not only of the
Grand Canyon but of every one of the lesser can-
yons through which it flows.

But that does not imply that the Colorado has
carved the Grand Canyon to its full width as well
as to its full depth. At no time in the past has
the river been as wide as the chasm, nor even
half or quarter as wide., Neither has it cut the
embayments that scallop the rims of the plateaus
by swinging from side to side in great loops and
bends. The river has cut its channel vertically
downward, maintaining its course essentially un-
changed. It has done this cutting inpart by tear-
ing out slabs and blocks, in part by wearing its
bed with the boulders, gravel, and sand swept
along by its current. But while it was thus cut-
ting deeper and deeper, the rock walls of its
trench, being exposed to the destructive action of
rain, frost, and other atmospheric agents, weath-
ered and disintegrated; the loosened fragments
were washed away, and side ravines and gulches
were carved by storm waters, the materials re-
moved being ultimately carried by the river to
the sea. Thus the sides of the chasm were
"eroded"--literally gnawed--away from the
river in opposite directions,

It is, then, by these processes of erosion that
the Grand Canyon has been carved to its present
width. That these processes are still at work the
visitor may readily verify for himself by direct
observation: every year fresh scars onthe cliffs
reveal places from which scales or spalls of
rock, loosened in the course of centuries, have
recently fallen, and during almost every one of
the frequent thunderstorms of mid-summer
countless rills, rivulets, and torrents, charged
with mud and rock fragments, dash down through
the ravines and gulches and leap in temporary
waterfalls over the cliffs., Let no one imagine
that, becausdie climate of Arizona is prevail=
ingly arid, running water has played or is now
playing only a subordinate part in the sculpturing
of the Grand Canyon. Though it acts spasmodic-
ally, at intervals, it is nonethe less a very effec-
tive agent, and it works rapidly, not only because

of its speed down the steep slopes but also be- -

cause no soil or vegetal covering protects the
disintegrating rock from its attack.

To the wind some have attributed a significant,
even a large share of the sculpturing of the
Grand Canyor, but a discriminating study of its
features leavés no doubt as to the fallacy of this
idea, The sculptured forms are throughout char -
acteristic of stream erosion, and the well-known
effects of wind erosion are wholly absent,

It would be natural to suppose that the amphi-
theaters in the sides of the Grand Canyon have
been carved rnainly by waters pouring down the
bordering plateaus, but such is not the case, The
rain falling directly into them is the principal
sculpturing agent, This is most readily evident
from the fact that the amphitheaters onthe south
side have developed without receiving any water
from the Coconino Plateau, which slopes to the
southwest, away from the Grand Canyon., On the
north side the evidence is not so clear, for the
Kaibab Plateau slopes toward the Grand Canyon,
and its valleys drain into the amphitheaters. But
in reality very little water issues from those
valleys: most of the water sinks into the caver-
nous limestone that forms the surface of the
plateau, Morever, the side canyons and amphi-
t of all proportion to the areas of
upland surface that are tributary tothem. Bright
Angel Canyon, the longest side canyon portrayed
on this map, heads in an upland valley of only
moderate extent, and the almost equally long
canyons of Dragon Creek and Crystal Creek head
in insignificant vales. On the other hand, one of
the maindrainage channels of the Kaibab Plateau,
known as Outlet Canyon, empties into asmallre-
cess, and Walfa Valley, which alsodrains a con-
siderable area of upland surface, leads out al-
most to PomtfgSubllme

It is mgmfi‘tant further, that many side can-
yons and amphitheaters have encroached upon
the Kaibab Plateau in utter disregard of its valley
system. The Transept, the great abyss seen from
Grand Canyon Lodge, has developed at right
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angles toseveral southwestward-trending upland
valleys, and the abyss next above the Tiansept
has been cut obliquely across the southward-
trending vale into which the automobile road dips
just before it reaches Grand Canyon Lodge.
Other examples abound along the rim of the
Kaibab Plateau,

The explanation is found in the fact that ero-
sion in the Grand Canyon progresses mainly
from below upward, Each cliff is undercut by the
removal of the soft shale beneath it and, being
left overhanging, spalls off, The recession of the
cliffs and rims is therefore governed primarily
by the erosion going on in the bottoms of the
gulches and amphitheaters, But that is not all,
This erosion is guided in many places by frac-
tures that cut almost vertically through the rocks
and extend for distances of several miles, On
these "faults," as they are termed, the strata
are offset by slipping, inthe manner shownin the
cross section, figure 2. (See canyon of Phantom
Creek.) The amount of displacement ranges from
only a few feet to more than a hundred feet, but
what is particularly important is that in the vicin-
ity of these faults the rocks are as a rule shat-
tered and therefore readily eroded.

In the area shown on this map most of the side
canyons and amphitheaters have been developed
along lines of faulting, Bright Angel Canyon fol-
lows one of the longest of these lines, and the
strata are more than 100 feet higher onits west
side than on its east side, The amphitheater of
Garden Creek, into which one looks from El
Tovar, has been eroded along the southward con-
tinuation of this fault line, and so has the little
valley on the Coconino Plateau which is followed
by the railroad. The Transept has been developed
along a cross fault, and so has every one of the
branches of Bright Angel Canyon, Even the trails
leading tothe Kaibab Plateau follow the faults, for
along these fractures the cliff-forming Redwall
Limestone and the other cliffs break down.

The "temples" are sculptured from the blocks
of essentially unfractured strata that stand be-
tween the faults, They have become detached
from the plateaus by the headward growth of the
gulches surrounding them. Only one temple with-
in the area of the Bright Angel quadrangle--the
Shiva Temple--still retains on its summit anun-
dissected remnant of plateau surface.

Most of the temples stand on the northside of
the river. Indeed, the north rim is more than
twice as far from theriver as the south rim, and
it is manifest_that erosion has made more rapid
progress on the north side thanon the south side,
This is due to several circumstances: First, and
least important, the waters of the Kaibab Plateau
drain into the Grand Canyon, whereas those of the
Coconino Plateau drain away from it; second, the
southwesterly slope of the strata causes the
ground water to flow out into the chasm on the
north side but away from it on the south side;
third, as the north rim is higher than the south
rim, its waters make a greater descent and do
correspondingly more erosional work; fourth,
and most important, faults are more abundant
on the north side--they die out southward in the
Coconino Plateau, It may be truly said, therefore,

—that- the-intricate sculpture. of the Kaibab.gide,

which is the most spectacular part of the Grand
Canyon, was foreordained largely by the network
of fractures in its rocks.

The question remains, how did the Grand Can-
yon originate? What caused the Colorado River
to trench the earth so deeply? The answer is,
briefly, the rise of the land with respect to sea
level. Gradually, the entire region has been
raised by an upwarping movement of the earth's
crust--one of those slow, prolonged movements
affecting a large part of the continent, which have
occurred many times during geologic history in
alternation with movements of subsidence but the
causes of which are still amystery toscientists,
The river, accelerated by the steepening of its
path, deepened its bed and sharply intrenched it-
self; as the uplift continued to progressively
greater heights, it cut its canyonto correspond-
ingly greater depths. Doubtless the Colorado
will continue to deepen its canyon for a long time
to come, for its bed is still between 1,000 and
3,000 feet above the level of the sea; however,
the recent construction upstream of the Glen
Canyon Dam greatly reduces the erosive activity
of the river within Grand Canyon.

It is not possible here to elaborate onthe long
train of events that preceded the uplift and the
circumstances by reason of which the Kaibab and
Coconino Plateaus, andin less measure the other
plateaus to the west of them, have come to stand
as great highlands directly across the Colorado's
course, yet without deflecting the river --matters
of paramount interest, which are as yet imper -
fectly understood. Suffice it to emphasize the fact
that the cutting of the Grand Canyon, a stupendous
piece of work though it may seem, has required
in all probability only a few million years and
has taken place inthe latest brief chapter of geo-
logic history, Vast and profound, and ancient as
compared with the few thousand years of record-
ed human history, the Grand Canyon really is
still a new, youthful feature of the earth,

THE ROCKS AND THEIR STORY

As if nature had especially intended to impress
the observer with the relative youth of the Grand
Canyon, she has displayed in the rocks of the
chasm a comprehensive record of the ages of the
past, In few localities elsewhere isthereamore
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orderly record of earth history, or a clearer pic-
ture of the succession of life forms ina constant-
ly ascending scale through the ages. Therecord
contained in the strata of the Grand Canyon is,
however, far from being complete. The later
chapters and some of the earlier chapters of
geologic history are missing, but the story is
nevertheless tremendously impressive, for it
goes back to the earliest periods of which geol-
ogists have knowledge. At Yavapai Museum the
visitor will find an exhibit of rock specimens
containing fossil remains from the different
strata that present the story in compact, visual
form.,

The youngest rock formation represented in
this part of the Grand Canyon is the Kaibab Lime-
stone, which forms the surfaces of the bordering
plateaus and the pillars and pinnacles along the
rims, Its buff-colored strata, about 300 feet in
aggregate thickness, originated in a shallow sea
as beds of sandy lime, and some of them contain
fossil shells, others fossil sponges. These strata
were formed near the end of the Paleozoic Era
(the era of ancient life) more than 225,000,000
years ago. They were formerly overlain by
younger rocks toadepth of several thousand feet,
but these 'younger rocks have been worn away in
this area in the course of time,

Beneath the Kaibab Limestone is the Toroweap
Formation, composed partly of limestone and
partly of red sandstone and mudstone, Like the
Kaibab, it was formed largely under thesea, but
at an earlier time, Itoverlies the hard light-gray
Coconino Sandstone, which forms a sheer cliff
400 feet high, traceable throughout the canyon as
a whitish band contrasting with the deep-red
strata below, The crossbedded structure of this
rock shows that it originated as a deposit of
wind-blown sand. A fossil Sahara it might be
termed. In some places the wind ripples in the
sand and footprints made by primitive reptiles,
the highest order of animals then in existence,
remain astonishingly well preserved.

Below the cliff of the Coconino Sandstone the
bright-red Hermit Shale, a deposit of ancient
mud and silt 300 feet inthickness,forms a shelv-
ing slope. Among its thin layers some contain
remains of ferns and insect wings, also fossil
tracks of reptiles and amphibians. Next inorder
are the alternating beds of sandstone and shale
of the Supai Formation, all of a deep-red hue,
which aggregate nearly 1,000 feet in thickness
and produce a succession of minor cliffs and
terraces. In some of these rocks also tracks of
reptiles have been found.

Below the Supai Formation is the Redwall
Limestone, whose massive beds form the great
red wall, the most imposing of all the cliffs of
the Grand Canyon. About 550 feet in height, this
wall is remarkable for its verticality and for the
gigantic alcoves with arching roofs that are re-
cessed in it, The rock is a bluish-gray marine
deposit, but the face of the cliff is stained by the
wash from the overlying red rocks.

At the foot of the Redwall begin the slopes of
light-buff Muav Limestone and greenish Bright
Angel Shale, which lead down 700 feet to the
broadest and lowest terrace of all, known as the
Toiitc platform, -or simply asthe lower pla-
teau. The edge of this terrace is composed of
the brown Tapeats Sandstone, an ancient near-
shore deposit, 200 feet thick, of whose ripple
marks, primitive shells, and seaweeds many re-
main preserved in fossil form. This is one of the
oldest formations of the Paleozoic Era, estimat-
ed to have an age of more than 500,000,000 years.

The Tapeats Sandstone rests in most places
directly uponthe unstratified crystalline rocks--
mainly schist and gneiss--into which the Colo-
rado has cut its V-shaped inner gorge. These
rocks are of early Precambrian age, the earli-
est known to geologists, probably more than
1,000,000,000 years remote. Between them and
the Tapeats Sandstone, therefore, thereis really
a great gap in the geologic record, due to the
wearing away of great thicknesses of rock during
long periods of erosive action, The lower Pre-.
cambrian rocks are intensely crumpled and
mashed, as a result of mountain-building
stresses in the earth, The fissures in them,
moreover, were invaded by molten granite,
hence the name Granite Gorge. The mass as it
now appears represents only the roots of an
ancient mountain system that was worn down by
prolonged erosion to a nearly level plain., This
plain, submerged by the sea, was finally covered
by the marine sand of the Tapeats.

In some parts of the Grand Canyon occur bodies
of stratified rocks intermediate in age between
the lower Precambrian and the overlying Paleo-
zoic rocks., These, the upper Precambrian
strata, lie as aruletilted at an angle to the north
and give rise to inclined cliffs and terraces of
many different hues. A small mass of them,
which formed a rocky isle in the sea of early
Paleozoic time, projects from under the Isis
Temple, as is shown inthe cross section (fig. 2).
Its lower beds contain some of the earliest traces
of life yet found on this continent.

Aside, then, from its scenic splendor, aside
also from the fact that itis the most remarkable
example extant of earth sculpture produced by
ordinary processes of erosion, the Grand Canyon
is of supreme interest because of the vast per-
spective of past ages which its rock formations
afford--a perspective that extends back tothose
dimly known epochs when life began upon the
earth.
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PLATEAU
Tiyo Point
7762’ 8000

Phantom Creek
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Figure 2.—Cross section of Grand Canyon from Hopi Point, on the south rim, to Tiyo Point, on the north rim.

This section shows the strata of rock into which the canyon
is hewn and the alternating cliffs and terracesto which they
give rise. It is drawn strictly to scale—thatis, without verti-

LEVEL

cal exaggeration—and therefore shows the actual proportions
of depth to width, The Grand Canyonhere has a depth of about
1 mile and a width from rim to rim of 7% miles,



NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WESTERN REGION
I 450 GOLDEN GATE AVENUE, BOX 36063
IN REPLY REFER TO: SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94102

H30

(WR) PSH September 3, 1975

Memorandum

To: Associate Director, Professional Services, National Park Service

Attention: Assistant Director, Park Historic Preservation
From: Regional Director, Western Region

Subject: Nomination to the National Register, Grand Canyon
Village Historic District

Enclosed is the subject nomination, approved by the State Historic

Preservation Officer of Arizona.

The Development Concept Plan for the Grand Canyon Village is moving
forward and we would appreciate any expediting of the nomination

which is possible with the National Register.
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO:

H34PC
CED 1
vhim 4 ~
Memorandum
10 Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Through: Federal Representative to the National Register,
Department of the Interior

From: Federal Representative, National Park Service ?-‘ZL-
Subject: Nomination to the National Register of Historic Places

Enclosed is the nomination of "Grand Canyon Village Historic District”

in the Grand Canyon National Park, Western Region of the National

Park Service, submitted for inclusion in the National Register of

Historic Places, in compliance with Executive Order No. 11593,

behiiH.

Robert M. Utley

Enclosure

Save Energy and You Serve America!
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE ARTIZONA

AV 2 0 1975
Date Entered
Name Location
) CGrand Canyon Village Historic District ' Grand Canyon Village

Jadmemm—

Ripley Intaglios

Perry Mesa Archeological District

Also Notified

Hon, Paul J. Fannin -

Hon, Barry Goldwatar

Hon. Sam Steigexr

Mr, Douglag vheeler, Deputy Asst.
Secretary for Fish and Wildlife
and Parks

Mr. Robert M. Utley, Asst. Director,
Park Historic Praeservation

Mr. Alden Sievers, BLM

Coconino County

Ripley vicinity
Yuma County

) Yavapai County

State Historic Preservation Officer

Mr. Dennis McCarthy

Director, State Parks Board

1688 viest Adams
Phoenix, Arizona 85007

INT: 295075
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WESTERN REGION
450 GOLDEN GATE AVENUE, BOX 36063
IN REPLY REFER TO: SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94102

H2215(WR-RCH)

September 17, 1982

Memorandum

To: Associate Director, Cultural Resources, National Park Service
ACTING : :
From: Regional Director, Western Region

Subject: Addition to National Register Form, Grand Canyon Village
Historic District

Enclosed are continuation sheets for inclusion in the Grand Canyon
Village Historic District, National Register form. The forms
address structures within the existing historic district. The
historic district was added to the National Register on November
30, 1975 and since that date new historical and architectural
information has become available.

We will appreciate your office transmitting the enclosures to the
National Register. We are also supplying the Arizona State Historic
Preservation Officer with a copy of the data.

Enclosures W\W@%/

cc:
Superintendent, Grand Canyon, w/c enc.



TELEPHONE REPORT

OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

PROJECT: Coad G ViitheE - Cocivo Co. AZ.
TorFeon:  Xheew ~Kent1 s 04532,
AbDRESS:  NPS . Fod wagf, PHONE :

Stare Mewser: /) (e apvio Division: 7/ /2

REPORT: /

Wederr By. Gifrec ///Dj s
Sag e her Ffice SOTEE
ézdw/d W /%c@//é/i ﬁw%/%wwf
ik AL b Lt AMG ML
Hs - RIS i




e S

Nd  add Cbpwndaris)) stittss 73/ .
Tk AW /@y/w&w (VA /M//é(/
Cutet o actud Change 4
Donpidatibs, b d o gz,

A W7 229 /9%0 DD ANMA L,

(507 Al bun s copeto
%/ ned) Contnaypr Sheks )

el L g
G pusated TSI L
pe Dided Vo 160, s ik

ot ]fZ!QZZ/ M W

‘%W asied 9457 L)

dadond Wv. P

ali A (A% d o

T - % &/W
e

A MML)O

r



United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO!:

H32(408)

OCT. 1.3 19g5

Memorandum

To: Chief of Registration, Interagency Resource Management Division,
National Register Programs

From: Federal Preservation Officer, National Park Service

Subject: Addition to National Register Form, '"Grand Canyon Village Historic
District," Grand Canyon National Park

Enclosed are continuation sheets for '"Grand Canyon Village Historic District"
which was entered on the National Register of Historic Places on November 30,
1975. The continuation sheets document structures located within the district's
boundaries which were omitted from the original nomination form due to the
insufficient amount of information available at that time on the structures.

We have provided the Arizona State Historic Preservation Officer with a
copy of the data. Please notify us upon acceptance of the additional

e g M%M%
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DEC 8 (9%
Memorandum
Tos To Federal Preservation Cfficer, National Park Serviee
From: Chief of Registration, Interagency Resource Mangement Division

Subject: Addition to National Register Form, "Grand Canyen Village Historie
Distriet", Grand Canvon National Park

We have received and reviewed the additional documentation for the "Grand Canyon
Village Historie Distriet". We agree with the assessment of the contributing character of
the Bright Angel Lodge and Cabins that is refleeted in the new documentation. The
eontinuation sheets and photographs have been added te our permanent record for the
district. We have noted that the continuation sheets expand the deseription and
diseussion of significance for the district as listed in the Nationel Register pf Historie
Places on November 20, 1975, and do not eall for any change in boundaries. We

appreciate vour efforts to update the records for this property.

bee: Regional Director, Western Region

710

FNP:L MeClelland:dyw:12/7/82:23504

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN NR

Disk #3 - 5004




SEE INSTRUCTIONS
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(ro‘”:" :g;g‘;é UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
e NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
VRIVES H -

Lann)t NA‘TIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -~ NOMINATION FORM
FOR FEDERAL PROPERTIES

N (Type all entries -~ complete applicable sections)

et

STATE:

Arizona

COUNTY:

Coconino

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY DATE

01d Post Office (H.S.-4)

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Red H St Station; Cameron Hotel

STREET AND NUMBER:

Grand Canyon National Park, Sec, 23, T 31N, R2E, G & SR BM

CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
Grand Canyon Third

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
Arizona oh Coconino 005

o

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) S st PUATUS TO THE PUBLIC
(") District (34 Building [ Public Public Acquisiﬁon:l fz] Occupied Yes:
[C] Site [C] Structure (%] Private [ In Process [C] Unoccupied (3] Restricted
[C] Object {] Both [[] Being Considered [] Preservation work | [(] Unrestricted
in progress [CINo
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[ Agricultural [Z] Government ] Pork [C] Trensportation [] Comments
(3] Commercial © [ Industrial [T} Private Residence . [ Other (Specify)
[C] Educationol [ Military [ Religious Lﬁdge
[C] Entertainment [ Museum [] Scientific

(owner of property) * (See notation #7)

Fred Harvey, subsidiary of Amfac Corp.

+

REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: (If applicable)

Grand Canyon National Park

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE:

_Arizone

CODE

_Grand
Q:

QUOZTIY

PALVLS

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC

Cocenino County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Flagstaff

STATE:

Arizona

OUTUCLO

CODE

9]
IALNNOD

B

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING.

TITLE OF SURVEY:

DATE OF SURVEY: [T] Federal [C] State

(] County [ Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMEER:

CITY OR TOWN:

.| STATE:

HIEWNN AYLN3

ATINO 35N SdN 304

CODE

31vGC




(Check One)
[5d Excellent (] Good (O] Fair [T] Deteriorated [C] Ruins [(J Unexposed

CONDITION

(Check One) (Check One)
] Altered [[] Unaltered [zl Moved [C] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Preservation recommended

At one time, this was a two-story structure with a squared log first
floor and a wood shingled upper floor. In view of this difference in
material, there is a strong possibility that this building was origin-
ally just one story and the second story was added later, By 1902,
though, it was a two-story structure, for a photograph of that vintage
shows it as such.

As a two-story building, it had a wood shingle roof, a covered porch
that ran around three sides of the first floor, and an outside stairway
that projected across the top of the porch and then descended to the
ground alongside the porch. At one end of the structure, a projection,
also of squared logs, gave the basically rectaengular cabin an irregular
shape.

Today, the cabin is only of one story. It is still of squared logs, and
is now chinked with cement. There is a stone chimney at the northeast
end of the cabin (photographs of the two-story building show that it had
a brick chimney. There is a stone foundation. The roof is wood shingle,
and the gable ends are of vertical boards.

The building has been remodelled into & two-room-guest cebin. The walls
are the uncovered logs, with partitions of board marking off the closets
and bathrooms. The ceiling is made of logs and plaster, and the floor
is random width, pegged oak boards.

Boundary: There is no historic land associated with this strucﬁure as
the cabin will undoubtedly be moved to a "historical village" at a future
date,

Class VI lands: none

Cost: not owned by the Federal Govermment

*(Ownership - there is a respectful difference of opinion as to the pre-
sent ownership in that the railroad has title in so far
as its use is consistent with its grant under the Railroad
Right-of-Way Act of 1875 and in the United States of
America in so far as said use is inconsistent with said
grant,in which case it has or will revert to the United
States of America,)

SNOILONYLSNIL 33S



GNIFICANCE

SEEINSTRUCTIONS

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

(] Pre-Columbian [] 16th Century [C] 18th Century
[C] 15th Century (] 17th Century 5] 19th Century

[C] 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1902 - present

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal [[] Education [ Political
[] Prehistoric [] Engineering [C] Religion/Phi-
[C] Historic [] Industry losophy

[J Agriculture [ Invention (] Science

[ Architecture [[] Londscape [ Sculpture

] Art Architecture ] Social/Human-

] Commerce [] Literature itarian

] Communications [ Military [] Theater

[C] Conservation ] Music [C] Tronsportation

[C] Urban Planning

[5g Other (specify)
Tourism

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
; 3rd order

Built in the 1890's, this structure was originally a stage station at

Red Horse, which was between Flagstaff and Grand Canyon,

Around 1902,

Ralph Cemeron moved the structure to the Bright Angel vicinity and con-
verted it to a hotel. 1In 1907, the building was made into a post office,
and it served in that capacity until 1935, when the Santa Fe Railrosd
purchased it and remodelled it into a two-room tourist cabin at Bright
Angel Lodge. The building is still in active use as a tourist cabin at

Bright Angel Lodge.

The significance of this structure lies in its long and varied associa-

tion with the history at Grand Canyon National Park.

It played various

roles as the South Rim area of Grand Canyon slowly grew in popularity

as a scenic attraction. The uses the building was put to through the
years throws a spot light upon several phases of history that the South
Rim, the most popular section of Grand Canyon Nationsl Park, has passed
through. The structure is a tangible link with the history of the deve-
lopment of Grznd Canyon as a scenic attraction and the growth of the area

into cne of the nation's great national parks.




Photographic collection in the Library of Grand Canyon National Park

J. Donald Hughes, The Story of Msn at Grand Canyon (Grand Canyon

Netural History Assn., c. 1967)

LATITUDE AND LonGITUDE coomomates | | LATIIUCE AND LoNeITuoE coomomaTes
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE R LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o , " o o E g 60 ) " o 3 ' "
. gt ol ey g Y 3 03 23 112°" 08" ‘36
SE -..° o " O i ez, " - 1
SW o ’ " o ' "
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: none

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
Arizona ol Coconino 005
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

NAME AND TITLE:

DATE
F. Ross Holland, Jr,, Historian August 31, 1972
BUSINESS ADDRESS: . L gl 5
Denver Service Center, NPS 5 :
STREET AND NUMBER: PHONE:
7200 W. Alameda
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
P Colorado 08

State Liaison Officer recommendation:

[ Yes
[ No
[C] None

State Liaison Officer Signature

In compliance with Executive Order 11593, I hereby
nominate this property to the National Register, certify-
ing that the State Liaison Officer has been allowed 90
days in which to present the nomination to the State Re-
view Board and to evaluate its significance. The recom-

[] National [] State

24Ya

Date

mended level of significance is

E?:CZ / NS o

Fyderal Rep;sem‘ative‘ Signat. e
7 A V< € e e\

tle

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date

SNOILODNYLSNI 33S
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Arizona
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES TR, phentes
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclese with photograph) i Rocnricvmi s
[1.- NAME-
COMMON:: 0ld Post Office
AND/OR HISTORIC: Red Horse Stage Stationj; .Cameron Hotel
[2. LocaTiON ' '
STREET AND NUMBER:
Grand Canyon National Park
CITY OR TOWN:
Grand Canyon
STATE: ] CODE |COUNTY: CODE
Arizona } ok Coconino 005

B. PHOTO REFERENCE = . ',

PHoTo creoiT: I, R. Holland, Jr.

pATE oF pHoTo: May 1972

NEGATIVE FILED AT: ‘
Denver Service Center

{4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Front view of 0ld Post Office as a tourist cottage
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INSTRUCTIONS

“ *'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE , Arizona
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTY .
Coconino
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) B o
[T NAME
e oMuaR 01d Post Office
AND/OR HISTORIC: Red Horse Stage Station; Cameron Hotel
gTREET AND NUM BER: W
Grand Canyon National Park
CITY OR TOWN: )
Grand Canyon
STATE: copE |COUNTY: CODE
e ¥ Arizona 04 Coconino 005
[3. MAP REFERENCE ‘ - S sl o
SOURCE:
National Park Service, Grand Canyon Village
SCALE: 1” = 500'
DATE:

SEE

[4. REQUIREMENTS

1971

1s
2.
3.

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

Property broundaries where required.

North arrow. (original of this map not available)

Latitude and longitude reference.
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Form No. 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
Rev. 7-72 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Arizona
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES e
Coconino
PROP ERTY h‘AP FORM T FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ot B OATE
[T NAME e
COMMON: . 0ld Post Office ’
ano/or HisToric:  Red Forse Stage Station: Cameron Hotel
[2. LOCATION
STREET AND NUM BER:
Grand Canyon National Park
CITY OR TOWN:
Grand Canyon
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
Arizona oL Coconino 005
[3. MAP REFERENCE e
SOURCE:
U.S.G.S., Bright Angel, Arizona
SCALE: 1:62500 ’
DATE: 1662

[4. REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

INT: 155-72




) - ~N
}Qﬂ \ \\ \ ;:Ph(\n'.ou:- p (s
! e ) 5 % #* Ranch
”96.1 £ \“" = NS Susoension 2
{ LGS S / p Brid 1o
t { 3 4?/ Camagground : 8 e
i Ilorn Creek b 77 \A I?A.q R > Ganiny ~— 3 LA
| N Ruprids ( VERD 1) 7 Satio BN
; ) 3 -t e 1.‘ T \ﬁ‘, \““\ w -
} ) R . Resthou y
t " A~r e = 4 ~ af Suspen:ﬁi . ” ‘\.
i f §o, e O <) [ '!’rdga \ " C:b S E
»95 | ,) BM N - Plateau { . .
! J v {701 Point ) W e
| O ~ A \ Tipoff . X
| 97 T 3 (el - x N L
! " , RS- v ¢ P L
| N if =7 W ) Y
{ 0 oy of 2.75 N 2 {
‘ j£ A L oy 72 N/
R v A B TR R R ¢ Natoral >
’5} Y I L CA S R 2 Arcn o i
% / s L ( \
5 ) - ; f ! ’ X 2
) B o y ‘ ; ; :
“/ Yuma y ) . & TSR { 5? X / Vo i ‘ ) po W 2 7
- 7Polnt Al S AN N Ry j ~ N} ) - GS A /indian ¥ U Y b X (
& J ) g \ Thp L pi e '\’”\’ ¥, C g ‘me‘“ s Gardens h ! b B ‘9 e W
MG 2 el o) A8 T 2 f & ) ! ) N urro (T
{ p Ay, (Ml ) N @ e BM ) | / [ 4 A Sorin ; S
} 3993 N ity YUY Battleship, 1 ) '8 N CHEML o
{ Eter G La i Powell Pt qu 200 L T / v/ ) . A
! \ e e & (T TN /7 pipe Ny
1 Lookou k + } R \ . Sori ﬂCabvn 5 ) /s
! z Tower « r \‘evl Marico~N \{_ ,?e - Vg K "g o\ \ o'Neilt § \/
N 2 Qo ol | Ny "P‘"S[’: st A o v 200\, N 92 gt \
ST~ ) Bt 1 L) i G & _ : e :
! 6o pew & { { Gravel ! - ) AU sl i v L
S 'O b N {¢ W oeela e ¥ avel y \
- 0 N AR 3 1 upu ) &y ‘/-}‘34_, Grandeur ,\Yavapau Pt i X (; by
@ } NG )) S ) [ / UJ'M . ““Recthouse|  Point Museum X Y %N ) ~
<l PncmcL 7 wo AN O e ‘ g o\ A \ o
"1 b \(ge \ VoSRAUR i gty g o Mather Pt/ | % \
: (A R e f A \ &
: | } Resthouse | ' \ VIVABM 7250 »
I 1 LY o a2 n
e Slr €800 B To. ur Hotel | \_.\ e Gy 1 Po
- 2 / i : S & A, ! ) A {
23 %* x Visitor , t X \
Guv;I\\' - . Centef, 7 = { i
"y p1oe i r ey ~ " 3
mits Y Grand Canyon Ko ] ma N\,
*/ sy ’ : \ /
j « , oo V4 Picn 2 i ‘
— 'Y Filtratione= "/ : . J Q Tl . / BM Y ¥
% \ \1"} /Plant * FoM +'National i"ark/Service Comg s aur » 2159 A e
L) 'l( A Vel L / ° U Traningenter W, o A\75
{ g S el } i g P %
e : N - g , ~ hes N,
i $ : | :
© 27 o Y 2 Tt X ¢
3 €683) \ 7, . y . "\
o | < i sdw ’_. 2| £y
! \ It Fnlvy wceStaf !
P N\ ) 4, Wl £ i
==N, Quarries . X \ ot ",‘1;/_ - S ’ L s
™ L4 — ali . - p
Lo % I . arey -

soo| | G L L e N o el ik BRIGHT ANGEL QUADRANGLE 15' . ¢

4 .
TRIRES A% Arizona _
669,
o~ 360 03" 23"
e 8' 6"
b - 112° 08 3
TN TN Py =
1 - O F3a P '= i ‘Plcnic /
p‘ ¢’ pre " Area
o 4 1 5
1, /
3 et 7.", £ 1 6 e
FiIO.R E'S T | ; %
P W 1
. 1 | #
Sl " { ar
/s‘ /i H + ! b .(‘,-~7 %
: } : X . Ly
85 3 ¥ i ¢ 2 :
~ 11 s r ‘ "‘ ¢ | :‘ (A A\
6°00" | LS\ T et s at £ attd L — - ;
112°15' R 2E/410000 FEET 139] 394 107 =95 536 i 397 398 & R.3 01 ® 93

S i >N SR " AR S PR gV g



NE Data

DATE;

| ey | Revicwer  INITIALS
o NESSt - , TS
2 _NR DOE ]_1/20/75 B8

NAME;}S IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: (rand Canyon Village Historiec District

OTHER KAMES:  Grand Canyon’ Village -

LOCATION: A7 64

STREET & NUMBER

CITY, TOWN
Grand’ Canyon

STATE

Arizona

CONGRESSIUNAL DISTRICT

WVICINITY OF A
code B s Sz

OWNER OF PROPERTY (circie)

"+ ADMINISTRATOR (underline)

% NPS REGION: (CIRCLE)

FEATURES! INTERTOR

- Substantially intact-1

— unknown - 4

- not applicable - 7

-
-

ICOND ITION ~  —EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE
—GO0D —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED
~—FAIR ~—UNEXPOSED ~Reconstructed ~Unkncwn
4 ~Unexcavated s ~Excavated
ACCESS -~ Yes-restricted Yes-urnrestricted No access Urnknown
historic district? YES ¥
WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES NO
IF YES, NAME:
WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? YES NO
: e ' IF YES, NAME:
ADAPTIVE USE. YES NO Saved ? YES no
i : 5 .
FUNCTION (S): (use vdbcabulary words) e
; .- then- ’
now- q
SIGNIFICANCE:
—ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION . —entertainment
# — ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC — CONSERVATION —taw/Gov't/politics _science —health
~—AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —UTERATURE —recreation
«ARCHITECTURE ~—EDUCATION —MIUTARY —SOCIAUVHUMANITARIAN  __settlement
. —ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC 5 3 —socio/cultural
- COMMERCE —EXPLORATION —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION + —urban & commun
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