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5 sites excavated and stabilized: 4 sites stabilized; excellent state of preservation
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Montezuma Castle National Monument, situated in the Middle Verde drainage in central

Arizona, consiits of two separate parcels: (1) the Castle Unit, a 564 acre (.88 sq.
mile or 2.28km“) area on Beaver Creek containing 19 kngwn archeological sites, and

(2) the Well Unit, a 278 acre (.434 sq. mile or 1.12km“) area containing 31 known
archeological sites. This parcel lies approximately 5% miles northeast of Montezuma
Castle on Wet Beaver Creek, a tributary of Beaver Creek. Because these two parcels

as an administrative unit appeared as one entry in the National Register of Historic
Places in 1966, and contain sites which represent one segment of the prehistoric adapt-
ation to the Beaver Creek drainage, the two units are discussed together in this
nomination.. ..

The Verde River Valley region is notable for its diverse life zones which range from
Desert Grassland to Ponderosa Pine Forest within fifteen miles of the Verde River Zone.
Such diversity implies that the prehistoric inhabitants of the region could readily
exploit a wide variety of plant and animal resources within a circumscribed area. The
Montezuma Castle National Monument exhibits some of the diversity characteristics of the
Verde Valley as a whole, and has additional unique features which made it especially
suitable for dense population during prehistoric times.

Both sections of the monument lie between 3100 and 3600 feet of elevation and are
characterized by vegetation of the Sonoran Desert Scrub (Arizona Upland subdivision)
above the creek, and by a Riparian Deciduous Forest community in- the floodplain.

Plains and Desert Grassland and Juniper-Pinyon Woodland communities are also found in
the Well Unit. A wide range of resources including fish, waterfowl, and many plants

and animals could be taken from all the biotic communities.

Through the monument area, Beaver Creek meanders across broad arable floodplain deposits
bordered by high limestone cliffs containing many caves and rock shelters. Montezuma
Well, a feature unique to the Well Unit, is a deep sinkhole which provides one of the
few permanent supplies of water in the Beaver Creek drainage. 'A year-round water supply,
land suitable for irrigation agriculture, and abundant wild plant and animal resources
were undoubtedly important factors in the occupation of the monument area during pre-
historic and historic times.

Previous research in Montezuma Castle National Monument has included reconnaissance
survey, excavation and stabilization. Although archeological investigations span almost
a century, they have been sporadic, unsystematic, and poorly reported, with the result
that the prehistory of the monument is imperfectly known.

Casual surveys in the Beaver Creek area span a period from 1876 to 1930. Montezuma Well
was visited by D. J. J. Heffman of the Hayden U. S. Geological and Geographical Survey

in 1876 and by Jesse Walker Fewkes (1912) in 1894; Montezuma Castle was discussed by
Hinton (1878), Mearns (1890) and Mindeleff (1896). The reconnaissance in the Beaver
Creek drainage (Gladwin and Gladwin, 1930). Between 1929 and 1967, Frank Midvale located
and mapped prehistoric canals in portions of the Verde Valley, including the Beaver Creek
area near Montezuma Castle National Monument, but no report was prepared.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

By proclamation dated December 8, 1906, President Theodore Roosevelt '"'set aside:as the
Montezuma Castle National Monument'" the '"prehistoric structure known as Montezuma's Castle"
and certain surrounding land specified in the proclamation "for the proper protection” of
thie "prehistoric Structure aforesaid”, under the authority vested in him by the Act of Con-
gress approved June 8, 1906, entitled "An act for the preservation of American Antiquities”,
which stated "That the President of the United States is hereby authorized, in his dis-
cretion, to declare by public proclamation, historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric
structures, and other objects of historic or scientific interest that are situated upon

the lands owned or controlled by the Government to be national monuments . . . ." The
proclamation further recognizes that "the prehistoric structure known as Montezuma's
Castle" is "of the greatest ethnological value and scientific interest' and that the

public good would be promoted by '"reserving this ruin as a national monument with as much
land as may be necessary for the proper protection thereof". This proclamation therefore
established and recognized the area as of national significance.

As part of a national monument established specifically to protect prehistoric resources,
the 50 known sites in the Montezuma Castle National Monument have, as a group, national
significance. Past archeological studies of the monument have been important for the
development of cultural frameworks for understanding southwest prehistory. In addition
to information on a wide range of archeological problems and concerns, further studies
in the monument may provide new information about architectural styles and techniques
using the unique architectural remains of the monument, specifically Montezuma Castle
proper and Castle A, as a source of a study. Montezuma Well is a unique geographic
feature which may have ethnic significance to the general Indian public as an interpre-
tive exhibit. The value of these non-renewable resources will undoubtedly be enhanced
in the future as development on private land in the Verde Valley results in the de-
struction of prehistoric sites.

Sites in the monument were important to the development of a regional chronology of the
Verde Valley (Breternitz, 1960) for the understanding of trade-migration relationships
between the Hohokam, Sinagua and groups of the southwest Anasazi (Colton, 1960) for the
formulation of the Hakataya concept (Schroeder, 1960) and for an understanding of pre-
historic textile technology. Montezuma Castle is equally important in being the only
large, preserved and protected Sinagua cliff dwelling today. Not only does it possess
unique aesthetic qualities, but the structure has been, and remains important as a
source of research into prehistoric architectural styles and techniques, a resource
that must be protected and preserved.
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More intensive surveys of the Beaver Creek drainage have resulted in the location
and recording of a large number of sites, including 57 sites in and near the
monument, but very little information has been published. A resurvey of the Middle
Verde by Earl Jackson in 1933 and 1943 preceded a survey of the Beaver Creek area
by Albert H. Schroeder (1960) between 1946 and 1950 and a National Park Service
survey of the monument by Schroeder, Lloyd Pierson and Arthur White between 1952
and 1953. Brief site descriptions and approximate locations and dates shown on
archeological base maps of the monument are the only information available from
these surveys (National Park Service 1969).

Of the excavations undertaken in the Montezuma Castle National Monument, only
two have been fully reported. Mearns (1890) cleared the floors of Montezuma Castle,
a 20-room, five-story cliff dwelling, in 1886. George Boundey of Tumacacori
National Monument excavated the three upper stories and two rooms of the second
story of Castle A in 1927; he did not prepare a report on his findings. Earl
Jackson and Sallie Pierce van Valkenburgh (1954) completed excavation of Castle A,

a 26-room, five-story cliff dwelling, and conducted test excavations at nearby
sites as part of a CWA project in 1933 and 1934. 1In 1948 Herbert Charboneay explored
and mapped the underwater portion of Montezuma Well, and in 1968 George Fisher, NPS,
did experimental underwater excavations in the well below several sites inside

the rim. Prior to 1950, William L. Back, a local resident, removed at least 38
burials from a site (NA 4620) near Montezuma Well, but no report was prepared (see
Jackson and van Valkenburgh (1954)). In 1952 Lloyd Pierson excavated Richard's
Cave for the National Park Service. In 1958 excavations were undertaken at

NA 4616, a multi-component pithouse settlement 1/4 mile west of Montezuma Well,

upon which Breternitz (1960) based his chronology for the Verde Valley. Albert H.
Schroeder tested a slab-walled structure (Structure 1) while David A. Breternitz,
Museum of Northern Arizona, excavated four pithouses (Houses 1-4), and a mescal

pit and tested the trash mound at the site (Breternitz 1960). In 1960, Edmund
Ladd, NPS, completely excavated and partially stabilized Swallet Cave (NA 4630),

a seven-room unshaped limestone slab cliff dwelling, at Montezuma Well (1964).

Stabilization of ruins in the monument spans a period from 1923 to present,
particularly at Montezuma Castle and Castle A, both of which have been completely
excavated (Jackson 1941, NPS 1964, NPS 1968). A pithouse excavated by Breternitz
at NA 4616 was stabilized for display in 1960. Swallet Cave was stabilized in
1960. Minor repairs to it and four other sites were accomplished in 1964. A
List of Classified Structures survey by NPS in 1975 (Sudderth et al 1976), resulted
in recommendations for repairs to previously excavated and stabilized sites.

Although cultural resources within the Castle Unit were accorded national
recognition as early as 1906 with the establishment of Montezuma Castle National
Monument, neither it nor the Well Unit has been fully studied, and only the
broad outlines of prehistory of the monument are known. An incomplete inventory
of cultural resources, and the lack of information from archeological sites are
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serious deficiencies in the data base for the monument. Records do not reveal
whether areas in the floodplain or away from the cliff face have been completely
surveyed nor is it certain whether the less conspicuous sites in the area (e.g.
sherd scatters, lithic scatters, limited activity or specialized use areas,
campsites) have been recorded. Dry farming features and irrigation canals in the
monument have not been recorded or mapped; also few of the 50 known sites in the
monument have been mapped or recorded in detail.

Based on Fish and Fish (1977) and Breternitz (1960), the culture history of
the Beaver Creek area can be summarized:

The prehistoric occupation of the monument post-dates approximately AD 1.
A single Clovis projectile point base found in association with pottery is the
only evidence of Early Man in the Verde Valley and no evidence of Paleo-Indian
occupation has been found in the monument. Assemblages of a few undiagnostic
projectile points and plane-like core tools, dated to the Archaic Period (8000 B.C.
to AD 1) have been found in the Oak and Dry Creek drainages, sixteen miles from
the Well Unit, and similar remains in the monument may have gone unrecorded due
to their burial by floodplain deposits or to the archeologists' emphasis on sites
with architectural features.

The earliest evidence of human occupation in the monument is a single Squaw
Peak phase pithouse discovered at NA 4616c. An aceramic phase, Squaw Peak
(AD 1-700) is typologically and temporally similar to San Pedro Cochise and
Basketmaker II. Additional sites of this phase, may, like NA 4616c, lie beneath
the remains of later occupations.

The Hackberry Phase (AD 700-800), marked by the appearance of Verde Brown
pottery, may be the beginning of Hohokam influence into the Verde Valley from the
Salt-Gila Basin in the form of intrusive ceramics; the development of trade networks,
rather than migration may also account for the appearance of ceramics.

The Cloverleaf Phase (AD 800-900) marks the beginning of the established
villages with Hohokam affinities; these tend to be found in the floodplain and in
the foothills at elevations between 4500 feet and 5000 feet. The appearance of
larger structures with architectural features similar to the smaller pithouses
is viewed by Breternitz (1960) as evidence for the presence of communal structures.
A shift from basin metates and round manos to trough metates and rectangular manos
may reflect subsistence changes. The appearance of cut shell and shell bracelets
and a more specialized stone tool assemblage, including slate palettes, stone
bowls, basalt cylinders and stone rings, may indicate an increase in trade or
craft specialization.
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The Camp Verde Phase (A.D. 900-1100) is the last and best-known Hohokam phase
in the Verde Valley; three pithouses at NA4616c date from this period. The
occurrence of two house types (two and four-post pithouses, and pithouses with
numerous post holes) has been interpreted as evidence for the coexistence of
indigenous and intrusive Hohokam populations but the two types contain similar
material culture in type and frequency and may simply represent a wider range in
house types for this period. Communal structures include ballcourts and larger
pithouses. The groundstone and chipped stone assemblages are similar to the
preceding Cloverleaf Phase; Gycymeris and other shells from the Gulf of California
or the Pacific appear to be more abundant during the Camp Verde phase.

Pithouses of an unknown phase pre-dating A.D. 1150 have been found at three
sites in the Castle Unit; in the Well section, the period prior to A.D. 1150 is
represented by two cave sites, and by NA4616, which consists of a pithouse occupation,
trash mound and roasting pit. Irrigation ditches pre-dating 1150 are also present
at Montezuma Well; the use of rock-outlined grid gardens may also have begun during
this period.

Thirty-eight of the forty-four dated sites in the monument are attributed to
the Honanki (A.D. 1100-1300) and Tuzigoot (A.D. 1300-1425) Phases. These phases
represent a major transition in the Verde Valley from the floodplain pithouse
villages to dispersed pueblos and cliff dwellings of unshaped limestone slabs
and adobe in the foothill and cliff areas. Black-on-white intrusive wares from
the Kayenta and Winslow areas also supplant red-on-buff intrusives at this time.
Schroeder and Colton view this cultural discontinuity as evidence for a migration
of Sinagua peoples from the Flagstaff area into the Verde Valley; but changes
in trade relationships and population densities may also be responsible for the
observed changes in material culture.

The Honanki Phase is typified by cave or cliff dwellings, "cavates" (masonry
walled structures using the cave ceiling for a roof), multi-room pueblos, single
unit pueblos or boulder outlines, cave or rock shelters and sherd scatters. Pueblos
in the Verde Valley have an average of five rooms ranging from 2-22 square meters in
area; larger rooms ranging from 32-40 square meters in area found at the larger
sites may have been community structures, although their interior features are similar
to the smaller structures. Some of the large sites with thick perimeter walls
have been termed 'forts,' others (e.g. Weel 1973, Fish 1977) suggest that these may
have been centers for redistribution due to the high proportion of intrusive
decorated ceramics. The Honanki Phase is represented by eight sites at the Castle
Unit and by 13 sites at the Well section, as well as by irrigation canals and dry
farming features.
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The Tuzigoot Phase is characterized by a shift from small dispersed masonry
structures to larger pueblos on elevated terrain, the pueblos averaging 47 rooms
each. According to Schroeder (1960), the village pattern on Beaver Creek consists
of a pueblo in an elevated location, boulder rooms along ditches, or on terraces,
and caves or high points near the farmland, probably used for lookouts or shelter.
Montezuma Castle itself, and Castle A reached their maximum size during this
period. Evidence of a Tuzigoot Phase occupation is found at eight sites in the
Castle Unit and seven sites in the Well Unit (see Table 1).

The Tuzigoot Phase saw the completion of Montezuma Castle proper and Castle A;
construction was begun in the Honanki Phase. Montezuma Castle proper, a 20-room,
5-story cliff dwelling, was constructed of crude limestone blocks, set in mud mortar
and plastered over with mud. Most doorways, both interior and exterior, are
rectangular, but some exhibit the Anasazi "T" shape, pointing out the architectural
affiliation of the Castle with the Anasazi and Sinagua culture areas of Northern
Arizona.

The roofs were of viga and latilla construction, covered by grass and mud, and
when used as upper level floors, the roofs were also covered with plaster. Ground
floors were either bedrock or puddled adobe. Some floors were filled with earth up
to a standard, relatively uniform level. Although no hearths were uncovered,
staining on the walls and ceilings indicates that many of the rooms had a fireplace
of some sort.

Castle A, before its collapse, was a 5-story structure of probably 45 rooms.
Its construction is similar to the contemporaneous Castle proper, with some shallow
slab-lined pits. Remnants of one oven dome have also been found. The remaining
masonry of Castle A. consists of unfaced limestone blocks set in mud mortar and
chinked with small stones. Average room size is 18.6m* as compared with 9.3m? at the
Castle proper. Unlike the Anasazi "T" doors of Montezuma Castle proper, neither
windows nor doorways at Castle A exhibit any definite shape or structure.

Excavation of Montezuma Castle A indicated that deposits in the site were rich in
material culture. Among the remains at Castle A were whole vessels and broken pottery,
stone tools, including basalt manos and metates, sandstone grinding slabs, and many
other tools of obsidian, flint and goundstone. Food remains included corncobs and
husks, plant stems, seeds and beans, and bones of deer, antelope and jackrabbits.
Yucca sandals and cordage, basketry, weaving material and leather were also recovered.
Twenty-eight burials were excavated within and near Castle A. The preservation of
a similar range of materials can be expected at other cliff dwellings of the period
in the monument.

A gap exists in the Verde Valley archeological record from the abandonment of
the pueblo sites around A.D. 1425 to the period of European contact, beginning with



Fprm No. 19-300a
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE bl
receivep YVl 131978

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES o
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED  ajAger” | / ki
DESCRIPTION
CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 6

Espejo's journey through the Valley in 1583. At that time, the valley was occupied
by Yuman-speaking Yavapai, hunters and gatherers whose territory extended from the
confluence of the Gila and Colorado Rivers to the Mazatzal and Bradshaw Mountains.
These bands supplemented their wild foodstuffs with corn planted and left to ripen in
well-watered land, used mud and pole structures for winter camps, and had trade
relationships with many other Indian groups. The relationship of the Yavapai to the
prehistoric inhabitants of the Verde Valley bears further study since disagreement
exists in the interpretation of the relationship between the two groups (Clifford
1936, Schroeder 1960). Yavapai were camped at Montezuma Well in 1583 but no

Yavapai sites have been recorded in the monument.

By the mid-nineteenth century, Athabaskan-speaking Apache groups, some of
whom were absorbed by the Yavapai, were also present in the Verde Valley. Most
of the Yavapai and Tonto Apaches were removed to the San Carlos agency in 1875,
but in 1900 many Yavapai had returned, and still live at Fort McDowell, and near
Clarkdale and Prescott. Evidence of Indian use during the historic period exists at
one site in the Castle section and three sites in:ithe Well Unit, all of them caves
or cliff dwellings. A systematic survey of possible Yavapai or Apache open camp
sites in the monument has not been made.

Beginning in 1865, Anglo settlers made their way up the Verde Valley. Military
posts existed at Camp Lincoln (1866-1871) and Camp Verde (1871-1891) but no known
historic Anglo sites exist in the monument. Ranching, farming and copper mining
were important to the Verde Valley economy between the 1870's and the 1930's, but
today many ranches and farms are being sold as subdivisions as tourism and land
development become increasingly important elements of the Verde Valley economy.

Archeological sites in Montezuma Castle National Monument represent one segment
of a prehistoric adaptive system. Because sites on private land in the Verde Valley
have been increasingly subject do destruction, the sites preserved within the
monument will be increasingly important for understanding aspects of Verde Valley
prehistory, as well as preserving unique examples of Sinaguan masonry architecture.

Residential development for National Park Service personnel at the monument has
been controlled. Since there are no campgrounds or wilderness areas within the
monument, monitoring of visitors is effective. Data losses from casual collecting
should be minimal. Major impacts to archeological resources in the monument may
stem from ruin stabilization activities, which should be closely monitored to prevent
the inadvertent destruction of archeological remains. If cultural remains as of
yet unrecorded are located during stabilization activities, such activities should be
suspended pending professional archeological evaluation of these resources.
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Montezuma Castle National Monument was established by Presidential Proclamation No. 696-
December 8, 1906-34 Stat. 3265 as authorized under the Act of June 8, 1906 for the
Preservation of American Antiquities.

By Presidential Proclamation, No. 2226-February 23, 1937-50 Stat. 1817, additional land
was added to the National Monument which was required for the proper care, management,
and protection of said prehistoric ruins and ancient cliff dwellings.

By Act of Congress, October 19, 1943 (56 Stat. 572) the Secretary of the Interior was
authorized to acquire the property known as the Montezuma Well and by Act of Congress,

June 23, 1950 (73 Stat. 108), the boundaries were authorized to be expanded at Montezuma
Well.
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These resources have further potential for providing information pertaining to problems of
current interest in southwest prehistory:

1. Prehistoric subsistence, especially irrigation and dry farming techniques;
2. Changes in land use over an extended period of time;

3. The development of architecture, from single-room pithouses to multi-story, masonry
structures exemplified by Montezuma Castle proper;

4. Changes in the prehistoric population, and whether these shifts are indicated by

changes in the material culture, particularly in architectural forms and subsistence
patterns;

5. Changes in social organization, as seen in the shifts from pithouse villages to
pueblos, and from small, scattered pueblos to large sites;

6. Trade between Sinagua and Hohokam, and between Yavapai and other groups;
7. Relationships between indigenous and incoming groups;

8. Causes of prehistoric abandonment;

9. Adaptations of dissimilar groups (hunters and gatherers versus agriculturists) to
a similar environment;

10. Yavapai/Apache settlement and subsistence;

11. Yavapai/Apache external relationships and processes of aboriginal contact with
European culture.

In addition to whatever research potential they possess, the architectural remains of
the monument, from the preserved pithouse at NA4616 to the restored and reconstructed
pueblos and cliff dwellings, are representative of unique and varied architectural
styles, and are worthy of preservation and further study if only for their aesthetic
qualities.

Previous excavations in cave and cliff sites have shown that perishable organic remains
are well-preserved at the monument; thus, an unusually complete record of aboriginal
material culture forms the data base for studying the above problems. Because of the
excellent state of preservation in the cliff and cave sites, these resources are likely
to contain deposits with preserved items of vegetal material (e.g. sandals, cloth,
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cordage, basketry), wild and domestic plant food remains, faunal material, pollen,
coprolites, and carbonized material suitable for Cl4 dating. The scientific study
of these materials can provide information on prehistoric textile technology and
diet and past environmental conditions.

Yavapai were camped at Montezuma Well in 1583 (Schroeder, 1959) and at least four
sites in the monument show evidence of historic Yavapai or Apache use. Montezuma
Well has been identified with Hopi myths (Schroeder, 1960). The well and other

sites affiliated with historic groups may be of ethnic significance to living Yavapai,
Apache and Hopi groups.

Montezuma Castle National Monument is readily accessible from metropolitan areas and
has been developed specifically to give tourists access to sites in the castle and
well vicinity while protecting these resources from vandalism. As a result, the mon-
ument resources have interpretive significance for informing the general public of
the North American cultural heritage.

The archeology of the district is consistent with National Park Service themes 1bl:
The Original Inhabitants--Native Villages and Community, Southwestern United States,
and 1f3: The Original Inhabitants--Aboriginal Technology-Trade.

Sites coeval with those at Montezuma Castle National Monument are found in a similar
ecological setting at Tuzigoot National Monument and in different ecological settings
at Wupatki, Walnut Canyon, Tonto and Casa Grande Ruins National Monuments; Montezuma
Castle National Monument could form one component in a regional program to interpret
archeological remains in the southwest.

Other Qualities of Significance

In addition to possessing National significance under National Register Criteria for
Evaluation Paragraph '"D'", as a property that has yielded and may be likely to yield
information important to an understanding of prehistory, in the area of archeology,
Montezuma Castle and Well are of National significance under Criteria "C" in the area

of prehistoric architecture, representing a rare survival of Hohokam buildings embodying
distinctive characteristics of a type, period and method of construction. It also

has national significance under Criteria "A" as structures and sites that are assoc-
iated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history, specifically in the importance of the establishment, growth, agriculture,
commerce and social history of this prehistoric settlement, as well as its decline and
eventual abandonment by the Hohokam people, certainly events in their history comparable
in significance to the rise and fall of Carthage.
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UTM references Zone 12
Castle Unit:

A 42 2360 3829430
B 42 2370 3830825
C 42 3180 3830820
D 42 3180 3830620
E 42 3570 3830620
F 42 3570 3830320
G 42 3800 3820240
H 42 4360 3830260
I 42 4360 3829400
Well Unit:

J 43 0140 3834620
K 43 1340 3834600
L 43 1340 3833790
M 42 9600 3833800
N 42 9640 3833940

0 42 9870 3834040

P 42 9780 3834220

Q 43 0140 3834220
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Verbal Boundary description
Castle Unit:

Follows monument boundaries on USGS Camp Verde AZ:7.5. Point B lies just
northwest of the intersection of the monument road and 117. The boundary runs
due east from here to point C just off the mesa edge then cuts south to point D
at the mesa edge. It then runs due east to point E at the section 8 and 9 line
and south down this line to Beaver Creek. It follows Beaver Creek southeast to
the section 16 and 9 line and follows this line to the eastern cliff face. From
here it heads south to point I in the center of section 16 and the west to point
A due south of point B.

Follows monument boundaries shown on USGS Lake Montezuma and Casner Butte
7 1/2 Quadrangles. In T15N R6E, Section 31, the largest portion of the Well
Section of Montezuma Castle National Monument forms a rectangle, with artificial
northern and southern boundaries, running parallel to the Section 31 boundaries,
about 1/2 mile apart, approximately centered between the boundaries of Section 31.
The eastern boundary of the monument is also artificial, running parallel to
the eastern boundary of Section 31, approximately 1/4 mile from the section
boundary (Points J, K, L). The northern 1/2 of the western boundary of the
monument follows along the line dividing T15N R6E, Section 31, and T15N R5E,
Section 36 (Points Q, J.). Below this point, however, a portion of the monument
protrudes into T15N R5E, Section 36. The southern boundary of this portion is
an extension of th- southern boundary in T15N, R6E, Section 31 (Points L, M).
The northern boundary (Points P, Q) is parallel to this, approximately 1/4 mile
to the north. This boundary extends approximately one-fifth of a mile into T15N,
R5E, Section 36. At this point, the boundary jogs southeast (to Point 0), toward
the southeast corner of the section for a distance of about one-fifth of a mile.
After this distance, it forms an acute angle in turning back toward the southwest
(in line with the southwest corner of the section) for a distance of slightly more
than one-fifth of a mile, until it reaches a tributary of Wet Beaver Creek (Point M.)
From here, the western boundary follows this tributary until it reaches the artificial
southern boundary of the monument (Point M), approximately 1/4 mile from the
southern boundary of T15N, R5E, Section 36, and approximately two-fifths of a mile
from the eastern boundary of same.
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PHOTO INFORMATION

. Name: Montezuma Castle National Monument (NA1278)

Location: Camp Verde, Rimrock, Yavapai
Name of Photographer: R. L. Hall

Date .of Photo: 11/14/75

Location of Negative: WAC

. Description of View: Montezuma Castle (NA1278)

closeup view looking north.
Photo No. 0000001
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Bl NAME

MISTORIC Montezuma Castle National Monument (NA1278)

AND/OR COMMON

] LocATION
CITY. TOWN —__VICINITY OF COUNTY STATE
Camp Verde, Rimrock Yavapai AZ
] PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT List of Classified Structures - DATE OF PHOTO 11/4/75
RN L, * Hadsl:

NEGATIVE FILED AT Western Archeological Center

I} IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET pHoTo No. 0000001
Montezuma Castle (NA1278) close-up view looking north. Photo 1 of 3
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PHOTO INFORMATION

. Name: Montezuma Well, Montezuma Castle Nat. Mon.

Location: Camp Verde, Rimrock, Yavapai

Name of Photographer: R. H. Hall, LCS

Date of Photo: 11/4/75

Location of Negative: WAC

Description of View: Closeup of NA1272, Well Unit.
Heading west.

.
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7. Photo No. 0000002
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B} NAME

HISTORIC  Montezuma Well, Montezuma Castle National Monument

AND/OR COMMON

EJ LocATION
CITY, TOWN —_VICINITY OF COUNTY STATE
Camp Verde, Rimrock Yavapai AZ
] PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDITR. L. Hall, LCS DATE OF PHOTO 11/4/75

NEGATIVEFILED AT Western Archeological Center

I} IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO.
Closeup of NA1272, Well Unit. 0000002

Heading west. Photo 2 of 3
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PHOTO INFORMATION

1. Name: Montezuma Castle, Montezuma Castle Nat. Mon.
2. Location: Camp Verde, Rimrock, Yavapai //

3. Name of Photographer: R. L. Hall, LCS

4, Date of Photo: 11/5/75

5. Location of Negative: WAC

6. Description of view: Closeup of door at Swallet -

Cave (NA4630) - Heading south
7. Photo No.: None

&
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Closeup of door at Swallet - Cave (NA4630) - Heading south
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450 GOLDEN GATE AVENUE, BOX 36063 A : ~ |

IN REPLY REFER TO: SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94100~ , "f‘TIONAL Y,

H30(560) - Recisreg

(WR)RC SEP 13 1978 )

R e
Memorandum
To: Associate Director, Management and Operations, National Park Service
Attention: Assistant Director, Cultural Resources Management
ACTIEG
From: Regional Director, Western Region

Subject: National Register nomination form documenting Montezuma
Castle National Monument

Enclosed is subject form prepared by the Western Archeological Center
with revisions by the Regional Historian for transmittal to the
National Register, Division, Heritage Conservation and Recreation
Service.

As Montezuma Castle National Monument is already entered in the
National Register of Historic Places, we have been advised by the
staff of the National Register that this form does not need State
Historic Preservation Officer certification, therefore We have sent
it directly to you, with a courtesy copy to the State Historic
Preservation Officer. We expect to follow this with other forms
dealing with national monuments and historic sites in this Region in

the near future.
cc:

Superintendent, SOAR, w/o enc.
Superintendent, TUZI, w/o enc.
(WR)RWAC-Chief, Western Archeological Center, w/o enc.

Enclosure



United States Department of the Interior

Dr

VED
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 OCT 11 1978
IN REPLY REFER TO: \‘,‘ ,'""TJON
oCT 5 1978 \ A TIONAL
H3017(560) \ REGISTER
Memorandum S|l
To: Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
From: Federal Representative, National Park Service

Subject: Nomination to the National Register of Historic Places

Enclosed is the nomination of '"Montezuma Castle National Monument,"
Western Region of the National Park Service, submitted in confirmation

of its inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places.

F. Ross Holland

Enclosure
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MONTEZUMA CASTLE

NATIONAL MONUMENT / ARIZONA
Montezuma Castle, one of the best preserved prehistoric
Indian structures in the Southwest, is perched high in a
limestone cliff on the north side of Beaver Creek, a
tributary of the Verde River, in central Arizona. The
castle was named by early white settlers who believed,
mistakenly, that it had been built by the Aztec Indians
on their way southward to Mexico.

THE SETTING

Several million years ago a lava flow from the Black
Hills, which borders the Verde Valley on the southwest,
dammed the mouth of the river and formed a lake, 35
miles long and 18 miles wide. Tributaries deposited
enormous quantities of limy mud in the lake. About
2 million years ago, when overflows had worn down the
lava dam, the lake drained. The Verde River and its
tributaries then cut channels through the dry sediments.
Erosion has since taken its toll of the limestone bluffs,
thus broadening the valleys.

EARLIEST INHABITANTS

Although Indians are known to have lived in the South-
west for several thousand years, there is little evidence
of the earliest inhabitants of the Verde Valley. Nomadic
hunters and gatherers probably entered the valley well
before the birth of Christ.

THE FIRST FARMERS
About A.D. 700, a group of Indians, now called the
Hohokam, came into the valley from the south. Living
in small clusters of one-room, pole-and-brush huts along
the streambanks, they grew maize, beans, squash, and
cotton under irrigation. :
Approximately 350 years later, many of these people
moved to the Flagstaff area, 50 miles north. They were
drawn there by the fertile farmlands created by the
eruption of Sunset Crater in 1065.

MONTEZUMA CASTLE
About 1100, a group of dryfarming Indians entered the
Verde Valley from the north. These people, referred
to as the Sinagua, were probably forced out of the
Flagstaff area Ey overpopulation. They built small com-
munal dwellings (pueblos) of stone and farmed dry
areas and the few terraces still available. Around 1250,
they began to erect large compact structures, often on
hilltops or in cliffs.

One can easily imagine the enthusiasm felt by a group
of farmers when it first saw the sheltering, cavern-
studded limestone cliff along the north bank of Beaver



Creek, only 4 miles from the Verde River. This was an
ideal place to live, with good cropland on the creek
terrace nearby. They began building several house clus-
ters of limestone chunks and river boulders laid in

adobe mortar. Two of these eventually became five-story
apartment houses—Montezuma Castle, with 20 rooms;
and, 100 yards to the west, Castle A, severely damaged
in the course of time, with 45 or more rooms.

These dwellings were occupied for about two centuries.
As many as 200 people may have lived here; Montezuma
Castle alone could have accommodated about 50 persons.
Handcrafts included work in stone, bone, and shell,
weaving, basketry, and pottery making. These Verde



Valley people produced quantities of plain pottery, but
they seem to have acquired by trade very nearly all their
decorated vessels from neighbors to the north.

Exhibits in the visitor center show examples of weaving,
basketry, shell and turquoise jewelry, tools such as bone
awls and stone axes, and other devices. Pottery-making
tools and examples of pottery are also on display.

ABANDONMENT

During the 1100’s, the two groups of farmers in the
Verde Valley—the earlier Hohokam and the later
Sinagua—blended together without apparent conflict,
adopting customs and practices from each other. Then,
in the 1200’s, a series of droughts in the Flagstaff area
caused more Sinagua people to move into the valley.
Competition for farmland along the spring-fed streams
perhaps led to interpueblo strife. This may have been
a major factor in the ensuing exodus from this area.
By about 14_50, Montezuma Castle appears to have been
completely deserted.

Many of the cliff dwellers may have migrated north to
join Indians now known as the Hopi, with whom they
had trade relations, for some modern Hopi traditions sug-
gest ancestral origins in the Verde Valley.

MONTEZUMA WELL
Another example of prehistoric Indian work can be seen
at Montezuma Well, also included in the national monu-
ment, 7 miles by road northeast of Montezuma Castle.
This area contains a large limestone sink, less than
half-filled with water that continually flows out at the rate
of 1.5 million gallons a day. The sink is 470 feet in
diameter; water level is 70 feet below the rim; and the
water is 55 feet deep. Indians who constructed their
small cliff dwellings and pueblos around this well diverted
the water into irrigation ditches that carried it to their
farmlands belom are visible today because
ey were cemented by the lime content of the water
that flowed through them. The story of the Indians here
is similar to that at Montezuma Castle.







ABOUT YOUR VISIT

The map in this folder shows the routes by which you can
reach the monument and other areas of the National Park
System that are within easy driving distance. The monu-
ment is open daily from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; from May to
October, it remains open later.

Your first stop should be at the visitor center. Exhibits
here, describing the culture of the people who lived in
Montezuma Castle, will help you to understand the things
you will see.

Limited picnic facilities are located in each of the two
sections of the monument.

For more detailed information on the monument, you
can purchase the 40-page illustrated Montezuma Castle
Historical Handbook at the visitor center or by mail from
the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, DC 20402.

Please help in the conservation of your national parks
and monuments for this and future generations.

For your safety, stay on the trails. Falls are the major
safety hazard.

ADMINISTRATION

Montezuma Castle National Monument, established on
December 8, 1906, and containing about 842 acres, is
£dministered by the National Park Service, US. Depart-
ment of the Interior. A superintendent, whose address is
Camp Verde, AZ 86322, is in immediate charge.

As the Nation’s principal conservation agency, the De-
partment of the Interior has basic responsibilities for water,
fish, wildlife, mineral, land, park, and recreational resources.
Indian and Territorial affairs are other major concerns of
America’s “Department of Natural Resources.” The De-
partment works to assure the wisest choice in managing
all our resources so each will make its full contribution
to a better United States—now and in the future.

National Park Service
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