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1. Name of Property

historic name Cedar Grove Plantation___________________________________________

other names/site number N/A

2. Location

street & number Marengo County Road 54, west of State Highway 25N!/}lnot for publication 

city or townFaunsdale^ g vicinity

state Alabama code AL county Marengo code 091 zip code 36738

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this S nomination 
D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
S meets □ does not meet the National RegisteLfiriteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
CD nationally D statewiritl jSHfically. (CD Sep^ontiniiation sheet for additional comments.)

r
cally. (CD Sep^ontiniiatii

JT-^S'-9-3
Signature'of cWrifying official/Title Date
Alabama Historical Commission (State Historic Preservation Office) 
State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby certify that the property is;

Eentered in the National Register.
□ See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible lor the 
National Register

See continuation sheet.
LJ determined not etigible for the 

National Register.
D removed from ihe National 

Register.

■ .: other, (explain )

Signature of the Keeper . i Date of Action

IpIiSj
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Name of Property

Marpngo Cminf.y. 
County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

El private
□ public-local
□ public-state
□ public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

□ building(s)
(S district
□ site
□ structure
□ object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing
2

Noncontributing
1

1

. buildings 

. sites 

. structures 

. objects 

.Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Plantation house of the Alabama Canebrake 
anH rViPTf agQnm'arpH rm fhm* 1 H i ngg (1818—1942)

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/single dwelling

Domestic/secondary structure 

Agricultural/Subsistence

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/single dwelling

Domestic/secondary structure 

Agricultural/Subsistence/Animal facility

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Mid-19th century: Greek Revival

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Brick_________

walls. Wood

roof. Asbestos

other.

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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The Cedar Grove Plantation rests at the junction of the old Upper and Lower Demopolis 
Roads, approximately 7 miles west of Uniontown on Marengo County Road 54, east of State 
Highway 25. The plantation main house rests approximately one quarter of a mile from the 
intersection of the two roads. Originally, the approach to the dwelling was from the east, down a 
long entrance drive. Today, one approaches the house from the north. The remnants of a large 
grove of cedar trees, from which the plantation drew its name, are still visible. The house is a 
mixture of Greek Revival and Neo-classical detailing.

The main house is basically U-shape in plan, with a large two story central block with two 
rear wings. The house is platform frame construction and rests on brick piers. Originally, the 
house began as a hall-and-parlor plan I-house; in 1857, a large addition was attached to the east 
end of the I-house and the original part of the dwelling became the rear northwest wing. The two 
story central block had a hipped roof with interior chimneys, the five bay facade contains a central 
double leaf entrance with transom and side lights on both floors. The transom and sidelights 
contain colored glass panes. The windows are 9/9 double hung sash and are set in pedimented 
enframements. The central block is embraced on three sides by a one story porch with boxed 
columns with a two story entrance portico with a flat roof. The two story entrance portico and the 
porch projections on the north and south facades feature triple posts. On the north and south 
elevations, the porch projects slightly at each of the side entrances. The porch features a wide 
comice with a small band of dentil work and exposed rafters which give the impression of dentil 
work. Originally, the porch was only one stoiy (with no second tier for the portico) and featured 
slender posts connected by delicate lattice screens. The porch was altered and achieved its present 
appearance during a renovation circa 1900, which gave the dwelling a more pronounced Neo­
classical appearance.

The two rear wings are connected by a one stoiy porch with boxed posts. The southwest wing 
contains one large room; this room was originally separated from the main house by an open 
breezeway which was enclosed in 1991 to form a bathroom. The southwest wing features a hipped 
roof and a recessed porch on the north elevation. The two wings are connected by a rear one story 
porch.

The floorplan of the dwelling contains a cross-hall plan, dividing the downstairs into four 
large compartments. Elaborate plaster brackets and decorative arches are located at the juncture 
of the cross halls. The two front (east) rooms contain elaborate plaster moldings, cornice, and 
chandelier medallions. While throughout the house, the mantles are original, in these front two 
formal rooms, the mantles date from the early 1900s. Each room opens into the hallway through 
triple folding doors, creating a large sudte when opened. The staircase is located in the left (south) 
cross hall and is a reversed stair. A large bedroom is located in the southwest corner of the main 
block while the dining room is located in the northwest wing. The dining room was remodelled 
during the early 1900s and features beaded board wall material and a plate rail. The dining room 
is a large room that encompasses the original first floor of the earlier structure. A modern kitchen

1
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wing is being constructed to the rear of the dining room (1992).

The upstjurs features three bedrooms and a trunk room in the two story central block and a 
bedroom and storage room above the rear dining room. The interior decoration is much more 
simple in these rooms than in the downstairs rooms. All bedrooms feature simple Greek Revival 
mantles and simple Greek Revival door and window surrounds.

A bam and modern shed are also located on the property. The barn dates from the late 
nineteenth century while the shed is of fairly recent constmction and is a noncontributing 
resource. Remnants of the original gardens which flanked the house on the north and south 
elevations are still evident with sections of an elaborate rail fence remaining.

The main house at the Cedar Grove retains much of its original design, materials, 
craftsmanship, workmanship, and feeling and a high degree of its original components and 
stylistic detailing. The structure has undergone some changes but still retains a high degree of 
architectural and historical significance.

'S

j
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Cedar Grove Plantation Marengo County, Alabama
Name of Property Couniy ana Slate

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes lor the criteria qualifying the propeny
lor National Register listing.)

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions)
Architecture

□ A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of

□ B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

S C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

Period of Significance

1840-1900

□ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x” in all the boxes that apply.)

Significant Dates

c. 1840, 1857, 1900
Properly is:

U A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purooses.

B removed from its original location.
Significant Person
(Complete il Criterion B is marked apove)

N/A
l_i C a birthplace or grave.

□ Da cemetery.
Cultural Affiliation

N/A

U E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

□ Fa commemorative property.

U G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years.

Architect/Builder

N/A

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

(Ci!e the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this lorm on 
Previous documentation on file (NPS): N/A

□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

□ previously listed in the National Register
□ previously determined eligible by the National

Register
n designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 
-- AL-2Q0

□ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Pecoro “ _

one or more continuation sheets.)

Primary location of additional data:
B State Historic Preservation Office
□ Other State agency
□ Federal agency
□ Local government 
G University

Other .
Name of repository:

Pi TniT T^^]-^aTn Pii'hlip 
Cedar Grove Collection



Cedar Grove Plantation 
Name o( Property

Marengo County, Alabama 
Coonry and Stale

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property, 44 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1|6| |4|4,5|7|3|0| |3|5|9,0 |2 ,9 ,0 1,6 ^h|6|l,2,0| I 3, 5| 8, 9| 7, 7, 0
Zone Easting Northing

2 |1|6| |4|4,6|1|2|0| |3,5|9 ,0 |l ,0 ,0
Zone Easting Northing

4lMJ I 3, 5| 8 9| 7, 5, 0,
O See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/titie Jeff Mansell; Melanie Betz/AHC Reviex<rer - 205/242-3184

organization Cahaba Trace Commission aate February 9, 1993

street & number ^ox 147

Brierfield

fPlenhone (205) 665-7982

city or town, state Alabama zip code. 35035

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets 

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs ,•

Representative/black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO lor any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 

name Thomas Lide Alison__________

street & number P» 0« Box 157 

city or town _

telephone (205) 628-2000

Faunsdale
state,

Alabama
zip code,

36738

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected lor applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties lor listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. -:70 ef seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden lor this lorm is estimated to avetace ta.t hours per response including time lor leviewmg 
nsiructions. gathering anc maintaining data, and completing and reviewing t.ne form Direct ccmments regarding tr.is ouiden estimate or any aspect 

tnis form to me CO’ei. Acmimstrauve Services Division. National .=ar»- Ser.-ice. ? O 2:> 3''-27. '.Vashinqton, CD 70013 7:27: anc tne Office oi 
•.'..ar.agemeni anc E-cce: -"tcer-.vcri' Reductions Pro;ects ilOF'i-C^^:3i .•..asn n.-.-t.crt Dr; ;;r.'3
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Oritfirion C: ArchitecturR
The Cedar Grove plantation house is a significant example of a large Canebrake 

plantation house which incorporated Greek Revival detailing. Too, the main house reflects the 
change of a plantation dwelling over a period of time, from the construction of the original wing of 
the house (ca. 1840) to the 1857 addition, to the remodeling around 1900. The plantation house yields 
information regarding the styles, forms, construction methods, and techniques, and 
craftsmanship utilized by the residents of the Canebrake from 1830-1865. The plantation house at 
Cedar Grove retains a high degree of design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and setting.

TTistoriral SmnmaT*v:
In 1854, Charles Walker of Pulaski County, Georgia purchased the plantation of a Mr. 

McAlpine. Located on the plantation was a two story hall and parlor plan I-house. In 1857, Walker 
engaged local builder, Theophilus Fowler to erect an addition to the east wing of the existing 
structure, resulting in a large rambling plantation house. Fowler utilized a cross hall plan and 
embellished the formal rooms with elaborate plasterwork, cornices, and chandelier medallions. 
Charles Walker was a wealthy planter, in 1860 his real estate was valued at $85,000 while his 
personal property was worth #$172,952. Walker owned 154 slaves and his plantation comprised 
1700 acres. The plantation passed to Charles Walkers’s son, Mims Walker, who renovated the 
house around the turn of the century, modifying the porch, replacing some mantles, and 
refurbishing the dining room. Cedar Grove remained in the Walker family until the late 1980s 
when it was sold. In 1990, it was purchased by Thomas Alison who has since undertaken an 
extensive renovation of the dwelling. 1

Amheol^fir^gl Potential
Although no formal archeological survey has been made at the Cedar Grove plantation, the 

potential for subsurface remains may be high. Properties of this type were sited within a 
constellation of dependencies such as kitchens and other outbuildings. Buried portions may 
contain significant information that may be useful in interpreting the entire property.

.'s:

1John Witherspoon Dubose, “Chronicles of the Canebrake. “ Alabama Historical 
Quarterly, Winter, 1947, p. 606; Theophilus Fowler, “Memoirs,” privately printed, n.d. Sixth 
Federal Census of the United States, Marengo County.
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Verbal Boundary Description
That tract of land, comprising 44 acres, lying in the northwest quarter of Section 15, Township 17 
North, Range 5 East, conveyed from Burt and Debbie Perkins to Thomas Lide Alison on August 
20,1990. For exact boundaries) Please see tax mao.

Boimdary Justification
The boundaries were drawn to include the remaining tract of land of the original plantation 
which contains the historic resources associated with the Cedar Grove Plantation.
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Photographs

For Photographs 1-7, the information in sections 1-5 is the same:

1. Cedar Grove
2. Faiinsdale vicinity, Marengo County, Alabama
3. Jeff Mansell, photographer
4. Negatives on file, Alabama Historical Commission
5. August 7, 1991: There has been no change to the property since a site visit on October 24, 1992.
6. Front facade, camera facing north
7. Photograph #1

6. Front facade, camera facing west
7. Photograph #2

6. North elevation , camera facing south
7. Photograph #3

6. Rear elevation, camera facing east
7. Photograph #4

6. Detail, side entrance, south elevation
7. Photograph #5

6. Rear wing, south elevation
7. Photograph #6

6. North elevation, northwest wing, part of original dwelling
7. Photograph #7

For photographs, #8-12, the information in section 1-5 is the same

1. Cedar Grove
'2. Faunsdale vicinity, Marengo County, AL
3. Christine Rottmeir
4. Negatives on file Alabama Historical Commission
5. Fall, 1989
6. Interior dining room, facing west
7. Photograph #8

6. Interior, detail of comice molding
7. Photograph #9
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6. Interior, stairwell
7. Photograph # 10

6. Interior, detail of crosshall
7. Photograph #11

6. Interior, detail of southeast room
7. Photograph #12

6. Interior, hallway facing north, detail of rear entrance and staircase
7. Photograph #8

6. Interior, hallway facing northeast, detail of staircase
7. Photograph #9

6. Interior, detail of door in right (east) room
7. Photograph #10

/ 6. Interior, detail of upper stoiy, left (west) room
7. Photograph #11
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Cover ^^bstahtlvo

1. Altwood Substatitlvo

2. Cedar Grove Plantation J^ubatahtiva ilow'ii'*

3. Cedar Haven

4. Cuba Plantation ‘

5. Faunsdale Plantation

6. Cedar Crest MUondi.5e#l“' •

Battersea 

Bremuda Hill

Entered in the 
National Register 

Entered in the 
National Register

Borden Oaks Entered In the
National RegisterHawthorne Entered In tntf

Waldwic ntlvo Revie*

Kerby House Entered in the
National Register 
Entered

Payne House utar

Sledge HousSn^^e^e'i
National RegisterEntered In theAllen Grove National Register

Poole HouseEntered in the
National Register

DATE LISTED
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JUL 7 1994 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

PROPERTY
NAME:

Cedar Grove Plantation

-1W
MULTIPLE
NAME:

Plantation Houses of Alabama Canebrake and-Their~Associated 
Outbuildings MPS ^

STATE & COUNTY: ALABAMA, Marengo

DATE RECEIVED: 6/02/93 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 7/01/93 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
DATE OF 45TH DAY:

6/15/93
7/17/93

REFERENCE NUMBER: 93000599

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

r-A.;

\ t: % .

i
f : .

% ■

- V.' ■

APPEAL: N
OTHER: N PDIL:
REQUEST: N SAMPLE:

DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: 
N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED:
N SLR DRAFT: Y NATIONAL:

N
N
N

COMMElfT' WAIVER: N
V^CCEPT RETURN

REJECT 7/JI/93 '"H
DATE ■-.-J.X

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:
/

Cedar Grove Plantation is significant under criterion C, as a fine (jxample of a Greek 
Revival-style plantation house from the Canebrake region of Alabama. The house, 
erected in c. 1840 and substantially altered in 1857 and again in 1900, is an important 
reflection of the evolving tastes and building styles that typified residential 
construction in the Canebrake region between 1818 and 1900. The resource meets 
the registration requirements of the MPS cover document.

RECOM./CRITERIA A 
REVIEWER

cc<v- C
i> <,1 ^.kiAkI

DISCIPLINE
DATE

i Cl

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y :e attached S



CLASSIFICATION

count resource type

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

FUNCTION

historic current

DESCRIPTION

.architectural classification
jmaterials
.descriptive text

SIGNIFICANCE

Period Arehs of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

.summary paragraph

.completeness

.clarity

.applicable criteria 

.justification of areas checked 

.relating significance to the resource 

.context

.relationship of integrity to significance

.justification of exception

.other

BIBLIOGRAPHY

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

.acreage

.UTMs
.verbal boundary description 
.boundary justification

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

___ sketch maps ___ USGS maps ___ photographs .presentation

OTHER COMMENTS

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

 Phone 

Signed Date



















































Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500009


