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1. Name

'orttCRSuse'-ilMf 
received JAi'iB "

date entei
sfil

.-fEB 4 m2

historic Dudley i Snow iHotJse

and/or common

2. Location
street & number 704 Snow Street not for pubiication

city, town Oxford vicinity of congressional district 3rd

state Alabama code 01 county Calhoun code 015

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied agriculture museum
JL. building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park

structure both work in progress educational X private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process yes: restricted government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property
name Mr. and Mr<=; fVy>-rg-p> R, tp1 - 9.nB-S/l1 -19.F>F,

street & number 704 Snow Street

city, town Oxford . vicinity of state AL 36203

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Probate Office. Calhoun Countv Courthouse

street & number 11th Street & Gurnee Avenue
city, town Anniston state AL 36201

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title Historic Amerifvin Rnildinp-a Sinrvev has this property been determined elegibie? ---- ye

date September 1935 ^{-federal ___state ___ county local

depository for survey records Division of Prints and Photographs, Library of Congress 

city, town Washington state DC 20540



7. Description
Condition
___ excellent
------good
_X_falr

Check one
. deteriorated ___ unaltered
. ruins X altered
.unexposed

Check one
X original site 

___ moved date
ENDAN CiSitiai

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Snow house occupies a low wooded knoll about 100 yards east of the branch which 
bears the same name. Facing north toward Snow Street, the house is five bays wide.
It measures 49'-6" across by 43’-0" deep, and is covered by a broad gable roof broken 
at the front and rear slopes to extend over the shedroom additions to the nucleus. A 
kitchen wing added to the southeast comer of the house around 1900 has been incorporated 
into a porch and garage addition built after 1962. Brick chimneys at each gable end have 
been partially dianantled.
The original house — two hewn log "pens” with open passage between — rests, like the 
attached frame shedrooms, on low brick pier-supports. Modem siding has partially 
replaced or now covers much of the 19th-century weatherboarding, Mdiile most of the 
early sashing has likewise been replaced. The latter was varioiosly six-over-six or 
six-over-nine.
Three rocms lie to either side of the hall — the middle or original rooms measuring 
approximately 18 by 18 feet; the flanking shedrooms, 18 by 11. Frcm one comer of e^h 
of the two largest rooms, an enclosed stairway leads to the upper floor. Here, the circa 
1832 log constmction is still visible. Synthetic paneling now covers the walls of the 
east middle room, while the mantelpiece has been removed and the fir^lace sealed. Else- 
viiere, chairrails, narrow reeded windowfacings, fliish-board walls, and mantelpieces 
survive generally undisturbed. Among changes made in the 1960's, however, was the ronoval 
of the double doors and sidelights in the central hall, and the constmction of a modem 
stoop vdiich now shelters a replacement entry. Other changes have been more coanetic in 
natvire, concealir^ but not destroying the historic fabric underneath. Thus, beneath a 
new floor covering, the original floor survives intact.

All early dependencies have been destroyed, viiile ccximercial encroachment threatens the 
historic setting of the house. Yet the dwelling ranains stmcturally sound and 
susceptible of restoration.



8. Significance
Period

prehistoric
1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699
1700-1799
1800-1899
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify beiow
. archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic

Xagriculture 
X architecture 

___ art
___ commerce

smmunications

. community pianning 

. conservation 

. economics 

. education 

. engineering 

. exploration/settlement 

. industry 

. invention

landscape architecture___ religion
. law
. literature 
. military 
. music 
. philosophy 
. politics/government

. science 

. sculpture 

. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify)

Specific dates ca. 1832-1840 Buiider/Architect unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Dudley Snow house embodies a significant evolutionary pattern found in rural 
Alabama architecture: the recurring metamorphosis of the hewn-lc^ dwelling into a
more ccranodiotos, weatheredboarded house oftimes di^laying rudimentary elements of 
"style." As the home of a anall slaveholder, the Snow house also represents a class 
— neither planter nor anall fanner — frequently overlooked in studies of the Old 
South. The log core of the house evidently dates fron the early 1830's. It marks 
the first extension of settlement onto the northeastern Alabama lands ceded by the 
(Dreeks in 1832. The Snow house is quite possibly the oldest structure standing in 
Calhoun County today, and one of the earliest extant dwellings anywhere in the Coosa 
River basin. ♦ + * —♦ *

Imnediately following the Creek cession, the brothers Dudley and Fielding Snow made 
a reconnaissance of the newly opened country in search of arable and well-watered 
faimland. Bom in North Clarolina, the Snows were then living in Roane County, East 
Tennessee. Dudley Snow selected a level tract at the mouth of the Choccolocco Valley, 
and entered it at the Federal land sales for the r^ion.l In anticipation of his 
family's arrival from Tennessee, he also b^an the construction of the hewn-log 
"dogtrot" which was a few years later e^anded into the present dwelling. As Snow 
pro^ered, and milled lumber became available in the area, he enlarged and Improved 
his house by ad(^g four frame shedrooms, a pair each at the front and back. The open 
hall was accordingly lengthened to the front and enclosed at either end by a pair of 
double-leaf doors with sidelights and rectangular transom. The ^ace between the two 
rear shedrooms was, however, left open as a recessed porch — a characteristic feature 
of early Alabama domestic design. The entire house was clapboarded and sash windows 
installed, flanked by louvered blinds hinged to narrow fluted frames. Inside, Ic^ 
walls were sheathed with horizontal matched boarding, to wiiich was affixed a chairrail 
and beaded baseboard. In the hall there was a paneled dado; in the adjoining rooms, 
mantelpieces of a primitive Federal character.

The Snow house was the center of a conplex wiiich, in the mid-19th century, included a 
separate kitchen to the southeast, with cellar beneath; a anokehouse; three bams; 
a cottonseed house and a gin; a grist mill, a tannery, a blacksmith shop, and slave 
quarters. Tradition holds that the first post office for the area, antedating the 
present conmunity of Oxford, was established at the Snow house. Perhaps testifying 
to the veracity of this story is a large, pigeon-holed wooden cabinet still situated 
in the southeast shedroom. The U.S. Census for 1850 lists Dudley Snow as the owner 
of a dozen slaves, with real property valued at the then not-inconslderable sum of 
$6;000. Of Snow's eigjit children, five were sons and all served in the Confederate 
ainy. A local military company purportedly outfitted by Dudley Snow was known as 
"Snow's Rangers."

^Fielding Snow settled thirteen miles north, at Jacksonville, wiiere his own circa 1850 

two-story frame house still stands at 201 Morphy Street. It was recorded by the
Historic American Buildings Survey in 1935.



9. Major Bibliographical References
Historic Anerican Buildings Survey. Photographs of the Dudley Snow House (1935).

Division of Prints & Photographs, Library of Congress.
Snow, Dudley, House (file folder on). Oxford Room, Oxford Public Library, Qxfc^d, 

Alabama._________________
10. Geographical Data oii 1'^’
Acreage of nominated property____ .73
Quadrangle name______Oxford____

UMT References

Quadrangle scale___7.5 minute
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Verbal boundary description and justification B^in S.W. comer Snow Street and Farmer Lane: 
w. 151.4’ to a point of b^inning: then S. 230'; W. 138'; N. 233.7'; E. 138';

to a point of b^inning (see attached plat).

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state__________ code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Bobert S. finmbip. Architectural Historian

(for)
organization Alabama Historical Ccmnission date laSl
street & number 725 Monroe Street telephone 205-832-6621

city or town Montgomery state AL 36130

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

------national state ___ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Praservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register andit^rtify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by th^eritage Conser^ti^m and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title

For HCRS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

Keep^of the National Register 

Attest:

' /o/^/S(

date

Chief of Registration
____ ; -It date

GPO 936 8 35 i'-
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Continuously occupied by the Snow family, the house had changed little — but for a 
tum-of-the-century kitchen wing — when it was photographed by the Historic American 
Buildings Survey in 1935. Rennovations carried out between 1962 and 1970 marred the 
house, but did not destroy its fundamental character. Despite these changes, no 
other dwelling standing today in the Qxford-Anniston area so clearly reflects the 
developmental process from Jacksonian frontier to settled agraian existence.



To All Intoreotod portiosSlot* of Alatasia 
County of Calhoun

A parcel of land lyin’ principally in tho of the IIZ;
Section 29 and partly in tho of tho SS-^ of tho SV-^- of Soctlon 20, nil 
In Township l6S, Bango 8 Baot, Oxford, Calhoun County, Alatann,

Being aord particularly doocrlhod no follovn: Coanonclag
corner of tho Intoroectioa of Snow Street (aloo 'cnovn an Old U S ?o) and 
?araer Lane; t’nunco vest along tho couth oica of £nov Stroet a diSvOnco 01 
151.4* to the Point of Beginning; thence couth on a lino paraloll to tho 
vest Bide of Parnor lano n distance of 230.0* to a point; -““-co vast on ft 
line paraloll to tho south sido of SnW Street a di-canco of lyS.O to a 
point; thoaco north on a lino paraloll to tho west cits of 7ar=or Lana a 
dlotance of 233.7* to a poict; thoaco oaot along tho ooutn cida of 
Stroot a diotnneo of 138.0' to tho point of beginning, clao an shown on 
tho plat horato attached and cado ft part horoof,
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gt«tp. noiintv ped Nom or Request-Agency .Working Numb^ , Pederal Register Date-------
Working Number

L-. */l?omination ‘ ^
Determination of Eligiblity 

On Nomination Form

'?•
Maps/
Photos

. i/^ldgCs) 
2ZSite 

Object 
Structure 
District

Within:--------- -------
__Multiple Resource Area
__Thematic Group

^onanatic-^parea
”•—— I »T»TTT>VT V » ^ ir&ar\Ar*c Tlo/»?cirkn tf*__State Staff

__Local
✓'Other

RETURN
■reject

Keeper's Decision to Review 
2nd Return

Evaluation of Resource (cont. on back if necessary)
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IL Evaluation of Nomination

1. Descriptive Statement
Short Format __Yes__No

2. Significance Statement
Short Format__Yes _No

3. Concepts/integnty

4. Concepts/uritena

5. Concepts/Roundaries

6. Contextual Eveduation

Good 
Adequate 

Poor Comments

General Comments (conL on back if necessary):

Reviewer/Date

National Park Service

See Attached __ 

U.S. Department of the Interior

































CLAUDE SHORTNACY
POLICC a FIRE COMMITTEE

KEN EATON
RULES a ORDINANCES COMMITTEE

KENNETH REID
FINANCE COMMITTEE

FRANK BUCHANAN
RECREATION COMMITTEE

GEORGE MCKENZIE
STREETS a SANITATION COMMITTEE

©tty of Alabama
P. O. BOX 3383

©xforb, Alabama 362II3
MAYOR B, A. ADAMS, JR.

CLAUDE SHORTNACY
MAYOR PRO TEM

JO ANN BRITT
CITY CLERK a TREASURER

March 6, 1980

F. Lawerence Oaks 
Executive Director 
Alabama Historical Commission 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130

Re: Dudley Snow House, 704 Snow Street. Survey report #30.

Dear Mr. Oaks,

This house is in great danger. The property is adjacent to 
Quintard Mall. The land is very valuable. At present, this is 
the most progressive area in the county. As things are devel­
oping, six months may be too late to save the house.

Robert Gamble, Architectural Historian, rates this house as top 
priority in Oxford. The present City Officials are in agreement, 
and will co-operate with any historical efforts.

Time is the factor. I am bringing this to your attention. I need 
help. Would you please direct me. We need to know the possibil­
ities.

I have discussed this in depth with the occupants and co-owners.
They will co-operate with the City and Historical Commission on 
any possibilities of saving the house.

Please read the report through before forming a mental opinion.
A report was sent November 2, 1979, it contains current photographs.

I plan to attend the seminar on March 13. If there is an oppor­
tunity I would like to discuss this with someone.

Sincerely,

Mary Cowan
Historic Co-ordinator 
City of Oxford

Tele-831-3039



MARSHAI.I. PRICKETT
MEMBER

JACK D. BOOZER
CHAIRMAN

CHARLES R. FULLER

CALHOUN COUNTY COMMISSION
ANNISTON, ALABAMA 

36201

TELEPHONE 236-3521

April 9, 1980

KENNETH L. JOINER
SECRETARY

Mr. Milo B. Howard, Jr.
State Historic Preservation Officer 
725 Monroe Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130

Dear Milo:

Regarding the Dudley Snow House in Oxford, which will be considered 
for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places, we feel that 
this house will be an outstanding addition to the National Register. Even 
though it has not been maintained as nicely, perhaps, as others, much his­
torical significance surrounds this house.

The Dudley Snow House dates from the 1833-34 period, and was the 
site of extensive farming and milling operation. Of particular interest, 
from an historical viewpoint, the Dudley Snow Rangers, a Confederate group, 
was formed in Calhoun County, and was organized by Mr. Snow, with the ex­
pense being paid by Mr. Snow. Of interest, also, is the fact that in 1863, 
at the formation of the 51st Alabama Cavalry Regiment, over 1,000 Confederate 
soldiers assembled there to be inducted into the Confederate Service. Al­
though they would not have been inside the house. Itself, they would have 
been in the Immediate proximity of this particular house. The Regimental 
Flag was presented to General John Morgan, later U. S. Senator, Brigadier 
General CSA, Chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee, by, not one, but 
two of Mrs. Abraham Lincoln's sisters. This, in Itself, would warrant in­
clusion of the Dudley Snow House into the National Register.

elated.
Your serious consideration of this request will be deeply appre-

Sincerely yours.

JDB:ch

D,
Jack D. Boozer, Chairman 
Calhoun County Commission



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE

Date Entered
FEB 4 Vd82

Name

CoiTsoii Street District

Butlrrall, Dr, James J,, tiouse

First Presbyterian Church

Eacnv, Dailey, House

Eonorable Hov^ell T. Heflin 
Honorable Jeremiah Denton 
ilonorable Jack Edvards 
Honorable Ton Bevill 
honorable Wiilias liichols

Southeast Region, NFS

> ,-T Eady/mc 2/19/82

Also Notified

Location

Mobile
Mobile County

Ashville
St. Clair County

Jacksonville 
Calhoun County

Oxford
Calhoun C-ounty

State Ristoric Preaervatlcn Officer 
Hr, F. Lavrerenec OaI:s 
Exeentive Director, iOLabansa 

Historical Con^issioa 
725 Honroa Street 
Hontgomery, Alabcna 36104

For further information, please call the National Register at


