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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Exterior:

The Jefferson Davis Hotel Building is a ten-story reinforced concrete structure 
with a brick and limestone exterior, of early 20th century Commercial Style with mixed 
Classical and Sullivanesque details. The building occupies the northeast comer of 
the intersection of ^fontgomery and Catoma streets in downtown ^fontgomery, Alabama.
The first floor and mezzanine form an approximate square in plan while the second 
through tenth floors form a "L" configuration in plan, with one wing facing Montgomery 
Street and the other wing facing Catoma Street. The ^fontgomery Street elevation con­
sists of seven structural hays, while the Catoma Street elevation consists of ei^t 
structural bays. As was typical of the period, the two street elevations are quite 
heavily ornamented, while the rear elevations are plain brick punctuated only by 
window openings.

On the street elevations, the surface treatment divides the structure into three 
distinct units: the first floor, mezzanine and second floor; the third through ninth 
floors; and the tenth floor.

The first floor facade is a series of segmental arches in cut limestone. The 
arches occur in each structural bay and are approximately twenty-four feet tall and 
ten feet wide. The arches have red brick infill (which appears to be original only 
in two bays) up to a decorative cut limestone panel of Sullivan inspiration. Above 
the decorative panel are three double hung windows, the center window being larger 
than the two flanking windows forming an a-b-a rhythm. On the Catoma Street front, 
two arches have a limestone infill rather than brick which is apparently original, 
being where the lobby stair climbs along the interior side of the wall. A flat steel 
post and joist canopy covers a small off street unloading area at the main door on 
the Catoma Street side which is in the fourth bay from the comer. The doors are 
glass and aluminum storefront and along with the canopy are recent alterations. On 
the ^fontgomery Street front, the entrance (also glass and aluminum storefront) is 
located in the center bay. The bays on each side have storefronts and entrances to 
restaurants that have been often redone over the years. These three central bays 
have a cantilevered marquee-balcony over them, which is accessible through doors in 
the center bay, from the mezzanine level. There appears to have been a former balcony, 
though the existing one of brick screenblock and glazed tile is an alteration. The 
first floor arcade is topped by a large comice mold of approximately three feet in 
depth, the top of which is at the sill level of the second floor windows. The second 
floor windows are paired in each structural bay, with each pair being encased in cut 
limestone. Between each pair of encased windows is a decorative panel, which acts 
visually with the window encasements to form an ornamental band above the comice, 
around the second floor. The third through ninth floors are red brick, punctuated 
only by windows (which continue to be paired in stmctural bays) in wood frames with 
limestone sills.
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At the ninth floor level, there are two false balconies, on each street 
elevation. The balconies have ornamental limestone panels for sides, rather 
than balustrades, and are supported by acanthus leaf brackets.

A comice mold of cut limestone occurs between the ninth and tenth floors, 
above which the window encasements and decorative panels of limestone form a 
continuous ornamental band around the tenth floor, visually creating an architrave 
upon which the frieze and comice rest. The frieze rests on a row of dentils 
topped by an egg and dart mold, and is composed of acanthus leaf brackets as 
triglyphs alternating with metopes of round medallions with a shield in the center. 
Above the frieze is a large comice mold which tops the elevation.

The building has a built up flat roof with a parapet wall, and penthouse 
for the elevator equipment and services.

There are fourteen windows per floor on the Montgomery Street elevation on 
the second through tenth floors, arranged in seven pairs within the structural 
bays. The Catoma Street elevation is similar with sixteen windows in eight 
pairs. The windows are wood double hung in wood frames. The lower sash is a 
single pane of glass, while the upper sash is a six-pane divided light. The 
windows on the rear elevations are also double hung, but both sashes are single 
panes of glass.

INTERIOR:

The only notable interior space in the Jefferson Davis Hotel Building is the 
lobby. It faces Catoma Street, and features a full height coffered ceiling, and 
ornate stair to the mezzanine which forms a balcony on the right side. The 
columns in the lobby are square with chamfered comers and are plaster on marble 
bases, which match the marble floor.

The column capitals are stylized and of no particular order. The chamfered 
comers are an acanthus leaf topped by a scroll, while each side of the columns 
have a shield in the center, flanked by a vertical row of leaves, the stem of 
which ends at the top with scrolls of ribbons. The capitals are finished in a 
metalic gold color. The walls are panel!zed with applied molding on plaster, 
and a wainscot mold on most walls. The stair is marble with a marble wainscot 
along the wall, and a wrought iron baluster and an ornate cast iron newell post.
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The walls which separate the mezzanine from the lobby space at the rear and 
at the left have openings in them which are highlighted with plaster ornament.
The opening at the center of the rear wall features a crest surroimded by garlands 
and scrollwork above a broken pediment which is supported by acanthus leaf brackets. 
The opening on the left wall features a crest emblazoned with JD and flanked by 
torches and scrollwork in plaster. The right side of the lobby has the mezzanine 
balcony, the edge of which is highlighted by ornate patterned moldings, similar to 
those in the ceiling coffers, which is a stylized acanthus leaf. An acanthus leaf 
bracket supports the edge of the mezzanine balcony at the columns.

The remainder of the first floor and mezzanine have been extensively altered 
and redone over the years so that neither the original layout or materials can be 
discerned. The hotel room floors, however, appear to have remained largely un­
altered, with the exception of a lowered ceiling in the hallway to accommodate 
air conditioning. All the hotel rooms are virtually identical, with plaster 
walls, picture mold, single panel doors, and only the carpets appear to have 
been replaced over the years. There are transoms over the hallway doors, still 
visible (though not operable) from the rooms, but not the hallway, due to the 
lowered ceiling.
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BUILDER/ARCHITECT architect: Frederick Ausfeld

Rising ten stories, the Jefferson Davis Hotel was Ifcntgomery's fourth major hotel 
and was among the earliest reinforced concrete structures in the city. It was designed 
by architect Frederick Ausfeld and built by the Hugger Brothers Construction Company 
from 1927-1929. The combination of its early twentieth century commercial style and 
its Calssical and Sullivanesque details characterized the decade's prevailing moods 
of modernity and lavishness. Located in the heart of downtown, only a few blocks from 
the State Capitol, the hotel became an important social and political gathering place.

During the prosperous decade of the 1920's, a group of local financiers foresaw 
that Nfontgomery had grown to need another major hotel, so in 1927 they formed the 
Capital City Hotel Company to implement their idea. Dr. S. D. Suggs served as 
President of the corporation, and other members included Walter L. Shepherd, Judge 
C. E. Thomas, and accountant Meyer W. Aldridge. Frederick Ausfeld, designer of the 
1895 Schloss and Kahn Warehouse on Coosa Street, was selected to be the architect, 
and E. S. Hugger, of the popular Hugger Brothers building firm, the contractor. The 
financiers leased and later sold the structure to the Dinkier Corporation, a chain 
which operated hotels in many southern cities. When completed in 1929, the Jefferson 
Davis was the fourth large hotel in the city and the second to be constructed during 
that decade. It soon became a favorite stopping place for legislators and tourists 
who frequented the city.

The ten-story structure had an ornate lobby, a mezzanine, and 200 guest rooms. 
Local firms supplied much of the building materials, with the brick coming from the 
Jenkins Brick Company and the millwork, cement, lime, and plaster from the Southern 
Building Company. The most up-to-date engineering and mechanical equipment were used 
in the fireproof building, and particularly modem features were employed in the 
coffee shop, barber shop, and electrical system. H)on completion, the cost of the 
building was estimated to have been $1,250,000.

In 1960, liontgomery businessmen H.O. Davis and Tine Davis purchased the hotel 
from the Dinkier Chain and spent approximately $500,000 on remodeling and renovation 
work. However, the convenience of motels and the change in travel patterns proved 
too great a competition, and the hotel closed in 1975. It has recently been purchased 
by another group of businessmen who plan to begin renovating the structure in the near 
future.
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Neeley, Mary Ann. Proposed nomination form, Winter, 1978.
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TO:

FROM:

July 25, 1978

Alabama Historical Commission 
725 Monroe Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130

WILLIAM B. MOORE, JR.
W. S. NEWELL and 
J. W. CASEY 
P. 0. Box 270
Montgomery, Alabama 36101

SUBJECT; Jefferson Davis Hotel, corner of Montgomery and 
Catoma Streets, Montgomery, Alabama - Montgomery County

We are the owners of the above mentioned property and 
we understand that it has been proposed for nomination to the 
National Register of Historic Places. We have been provided with, 
have read, and understand literature explaining the National Register 
program and the effect on property if it is entered in the National 
Register of Historic Places.

As the owner of the property, we DO concur with the 
proposed nomination to the National Register of Historic Places.

!/i/
Wily^am B. ttoore, Jr. \

J/W.^asey

W. S. Newell 

Date; July 25, 1978
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Law Offices

Rushton, Stakely, Johnston & Garrett
A Professional Association 
Twelfth Floor Bell Building

Montgomery, Alabama gbioi

Charles A.Stakely (i903-i965) 
Marion Rushton (i693*i969) 

Roman L.WEiL|i9i2-i969)

Mailing Address 
P.O.Box 270

August 3, 1978

Alabama Historical Commission 
725 Monroe Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 36104

Telephone 834-8480 
Area Code 205

^ %

Attention: Mr. W. Warner Floyd 
Executive Director

Dear Members of the Commission:

The owners of the Jefferson Davis Hotel 
would like to petition the Alabama Historical 
Commission to begin proceedings to have the Hotel 
nominated to the National Register of Historic 
Places. As I understand it, our first request is 
to your Board to ask you to determine the eligi­
bility of the property for nomination.

Enclosed are the following:

1. Owners' request that the property be 
nominated.

2. Some recent photographs, interior and 
exterior, of the property.

3. A few newspaper clippings taken from 
the files of the Montgomery Advertiser 
and Alabama Journal which bring to 
mind the nostalgic past of the Hotel.

The Hotel is more than fifty years old. Much 
of the recent political history of the State of Alabama 
has been made inside its walls. In the 50's it was the 
favorite extracurricular meeting place of the legisla­
tors. It has been campaign headquarters for several
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gubernatorial candidates and over the years has been 
the temporary home of many public figures, movie actors, 
entertainers and people of national and international 
reputation.

In the event you see fit to nominate this 
property, we will furnish you all details and back­
ground information that you deem necessary.

Si icerely,

William B. Moore', Jr,

WBMjr/sb 
Encs.
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February 2, 1979
Mailing Address 

P.O.Box 270

Telephone 834-8480 
Area Code 205

Dr. William Murtaugh
Keeper of the National Register
National Register
Heritage, Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240

Attn; Mr. Bill Lebovitch

Dear Dr. Murtaugh;

I am one of the owners and I speak for all of the 
owners of the Jefferson Davis Hotel building, Montgomery, 
Alabama.

I am authorized by all of the owners to state that 
we are aware of the Tax Act implications of listing on the 
National Register, and we waive the right to a 30 day comment 
period.

Please expedite the nomination of the Jefferson Davis 
Hotel building to the Nationa/L "Register.

very truly,

WILLIAM B. MOORE, '
WBM;MDS
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United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

SOUTHEAST REGIONAL OFFICE
75 Spring Street, S.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

10 1983

Ms. Carol Shull 
Chief of Registration
Interagency Resource Management Division 
National Park Service 
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed is correspondence from Mr. Mike Sullivan of the General Services 
Administration concerning the Jefferson Davis Hotel, Montgomery, Alabama 
(listed in the National Register March 13, 1979). Apparently, there is 
a question as to whether or not an adjacent structure is considered to be 
included within the boundaries of the official National Register Listing.

Although the letter was submitted to the Regional Office, we believe this 
to be an issue that should be handled by the National Register.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Please send us a copy of 
your final determination.

Sincerely,

Paul B. Hartwig
Chief, National Register Programs Division 
Southeast Region

Enclosure

cc:
Mr. Mike Sullivan, Realty Specialist
Leasing Branch
Real Estate Division
General Services Administration, Region 4 
75 Spring Street, S.W.
Atlanta, GA 30303
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General Services Administration, Region 4 
75 Spring Street, S.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

February 3, 1983

Mr. Paul Hartwig, Qiief 
Preservation Services Division 
National Park Service, Room 1140 
75 Spring Street, S.W.
Atlanta, G\ 30303

Re; National Register of Historic Places 
Jefferson Davis Hotel, Montgomery, AL

Dear IVfr. Hartwig;

The Jefferson Davis Hotel, 348 Montgomery Street, Montgomery, AL, was placed 
on the National Register of Historic Places on March 13, 1979. A two story 
office building, known as the Jefferson Davis Offices was constructed in or 
soon after the year 1963 and butts to the historic Jefferson Davis Hotel. 
There are no comnon entrances or mechanical systems between the two buildings.

We are trying to determine if the two story office building, constructed 
in or soon after 1963 should be considered historic. The General Services 
Adninistration has established a policy where historically significant 
properties are given the first opportunity to satisfy a requirement for 
leasing space to the Government.

Please provide this office with your official determination as to the 
Jefferson Davis Offices, 340 Montgomery Street, Montgomery, AL, being or 
not being;

1. listed in the National Register of Historic Places;

2. located in a historic district which is listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places;

A. if said building was specifically cited in the nomination 
of the district as being significant or contributing to
the character of the district;

B. if said building is certified by the Secretary of the Interior 
as being of historic significance to the district; and

3. determined to be formally listed as eligible for inclusion in 
the National Register of Historic Buildings.
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Thank you for your consideration and cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,

77"2ty4/j. ^ N . , . - ..
MIKE SULLIVAN
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Mr, Mike Sullivan 
Realty Specialist
Leasing Branch, Real Estate Division 
General Services Administration, Region 4 
75 Spring Street SW.
Atlanta, GecH’gia 30303

MAR T 1983

Dear Mr. Sullivan:

Thank you far yoia* letter Of Fet«nmry 3,1983, concerning the Jefferson Davis Hotel, 348 
Montgomery Street, Montgom«*y, Alabama, a property listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places.

Tl» Jefferson Davis Hotel, a ten-story reinforced concrete structure, vm built bet?;een 
1927-1929. According to the Alabama State historic preservation office, the two-story 
office building that abuts the Jeffo^on Davis Hotel, (currently known as the Jefferson 
Davis Offices, 340 Montgomery Street), was constructed in 1963 as a ballroom addition 
to the hotel. The boundary description of the Natioial Registo’ listed hotel includes the 
property at 340 Montgomery Street, The Jefferson Davis Hotel was listed in the 
National Register for its architectural ^gnificance, and for its historic association with 
the political and social life of Montgomery in the 1920’s and 1930*s. The National 
Register nomination form for the hotel does not maition the 1963 addition. As a modem 
addition to a historic building, the National Register does not consider the two-story 
building at 340 Mcmtgomery Street to contribute to the significance of the Jefferson 
Davis Hotel, or to have historic significance of its own.

If we may be of father distance in this matter, please contact the National Register at 
202-272-3504.

Sincerely,

Carol Shull [{Sgd.T

Carol D. ShuU
Chief of R^istratloj
National Register of Historic Places
Interagency Resource Management Division
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bcc: Mr. F. Lawrence Oaks, SHPO, Alabama
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE ALABAMA

Date Entered 1 2

Ncune

Davia, Jefferaon, Hotel

Also Notified
Honorable Donald Stewart
Honorable Howell Heflin 
Honorable WlUiaa L. Dicklnaon

Location

Montgonary 
Montgomary County

-aS';
■ !‘ 

-1

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. MUo B. Howard, Jr.
Director, Alabama Department of 

Archives and History 
Chairman, Alabama Historical Comalsslon 
ArcbivM and History Building 
Montgomery, Alabama 36104

NR Byers/bjr 3/14/79

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.


