
Missing Core Documentation

Property Name 
White Bluff

County, State Reference Number
Marengo, AL 70000106

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

X Nomination Form

X Photographs 

j^USGSMap
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

White Bluff (Ecor Blanc) abounds in fossils, exergyra and gryphaea, and is 
listed in the Geological Survey of Alabama as being composed of Selma 
chalk or rotten limestone.

The original height of the Whin P, !'jrt was dpprox1rt,ate 1 y 70 to 80 feet at 
the highest point. In 1955 the completion of the U. S. Lock and Dam 
raised the water level 40 feet. Present height of the bluff varies from 
twenty to forty feet depending on the contour of the land at the top.
White Bluff is the color of chalk when dry and a,pale grey when wet.

White Bluff is located on the west bank of the Tombigbee River in 
Marengo County between river miles 215 and 216, as shown on the U. S.
Corps of Engineers navagation chart—Black Warrior, Tombigbee River.

There are two landings from the river. The upper city landing is now 
used as a park and recreation area for the launching of boats. The 
lower city landing (conanonly and locally called Webb's landing) is also 
used occasionally to dock boats and as a launching site.

At the top of the bluff. Arch Street of the City of Demopolis extends 
from the upper City landing to the City's Riverside cemetery. This 
property was dedicated to the public as Arch Street on June 18, 1819, 
when the plan was adopted and promulgated "as the true plan of the town 
of Demopolis" by the town proprietors.

At this time all of the street is not used by the public. The Mayor 
and City Council recently authorized the use of a portion of Arch 
Street as a promenade, "a walk for pleasure," with suitable landscaping 
and walkways.

Permission to make this application for nomination as a historic site 
granted by a unanimous decision of the Mayor and City Council at their 
regular meeting on February 5, 1970.

The Demopolis Civic Center is built on Arch Street, overlooking the 
Tombigbee River, between Monroe and Fulton Streets.
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• TATEMCNT OF SIGNIFICANCE

HISTORIC: Landing site from the Tombigbee River of a band of Napoleonic
exiles in 1817. These exiles established the "Vine and Olive Colony."
The chain of events that led to the establishment of this unique colony 
began with the defeat of Napoleon Bonaparte at Waterloo in 1815. A 
number of Napoleon’s military officers and a certain members of his court 
were banished from France. Gathering in Philadelphia they petitioned 
Congress for a land grant on which they could cultivate crops familiar 
to them--grapes and olives. Congress by an act approved on March 3, 1817, 
granted them four contiguous townships of land near the confluence of 
the Tombigbee and Black Warrior Rivers in Alabama territory. During 
the summer of that same year the colonists traveled to their new home, 
founding "Demopolis" on the White Bluff.

Leader of the group of exiles was General Count Charles Lefebvre Desnouette^, 
who served as an aide-de-camp to Napoleon at the battle of Marengo,
Italy, in 1800, and rode in the carriage with him over the snow in the 
disastrous retreat from Moscow. After Napoleon's first great defeat and 
before leaving for exile on the island of Elba, the Emperor said farewell 
to his Old Guard at the Palace of Fontainebleau, where he embraced Des- 
nouettes as a token of his affection for the whole group. On his return 
from Elba Desnouettes was at his side'again. For this Napoleon named him 
a tount of the empire" and a lieutenant general. Desnouettes participated 
in the conclusive battle at Waterloo. Napoleon in his will left 
General Desnouettes 150,000 francs. Other generals and members of the 
Vine and Olive colony named as heirs in Napoleon's will were General 
Charles'L'Allemand, Count Real, General Clausel, and General Rlgaud.

In late 1818 after the surveyor's reports were complete it was found 
that the White Bluff and Demopolis were just barely outside the 
boundary of the newly-surveyed grant. Most of the colonists moved to 
the south bank of the Warrior River, a distance of about a mile and a 
half, and named their new village "Algleville." This site is now 
within the town's corporate limits.
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