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1. Name
historic Mary Lee Davis House (AHRS SITE NO. FA 1-036)

. -

2. Location
street & number ^10 Cowles Street not for publication

citv town Fairbanks Alaska at large

state Alaska code 02 county Fairbanks Division code 090

3. Classification
Category
___ district
_X- building(s)
___ structure
___ site

Ownership
___ pubiic

X private 
___ both

object
Public Acquisition 

in process
___ being considered

Status
X occupied

___ unoccupied
___ work in progress
Accessible 

X yes: restricted
___yes: unrestricted
___ no

Present Use
___ agriculture
___ commercial
___ educational
___ entertainment
___ government

. museum 

. park

industrial
military

JL private residence
__religious
__scientific
__ transportation
__ other:

4. Owner of Property
name Randall and Deborah Wallace (907) A56-7358

street & number ^’0 Cowles Street

city, town Fairbanks . vicinity of state Alaska 99701

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. North Star Borough Recorder's Office 

street & number 520 5th Avenue __________________ _

city, town Fairbanks state Alaska 99701

6. Representation in Existing Surveys__________
Fairbanks: A Historical Building Survey by Janet Matheson v

tItWcAlaska Heritage Resources Survey property been determined eligible? ------yes_

date November 1978; *0ctober 31 » 1979 federal -Estate ------county -X_local

City of Fairbanks, 410 Cushman Street
depository for survey recordS'A las ka Division of Parks, 619 Warehouse Drive, Suite 210 

Fairbanks/*Anchorage Alaska 9970l/*9950l
city, town



7. Description
Condition 
_X_ excellent
___good

fair

Check one
.deteriorated X. unaltered
. ruins ------altered
.unexposed

Check one
_X. original site
___ moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Mary Lee Davis house (32' x A8') is a privately owned, one and a half story, 
framed bungalow that was probably constructed in 1906. Set in an urban environment 
and oriented southeast on Cowles Street, it is bordered by Fifth Avenue to the 
sodthwest and by private residences to the northwest and northeast. A large front 
lawn with birch trees fronts the house.
The house has five rooms on the ground floor and three rooms on the second floor.
A two-car garage (20' x 20') is attached ot the main structure, and a small 
greenhouse (10' x 13') is behind the house and garage. All three buildings were 
constructed contemporaneously.
The exterior of the house has wood-drop siding, overhanging eaves, and plain fascia 
boards. The second story has two hip-roofed dormers covered by a low hip tin root. 
The house is double framed and insulated with six inches of sawdust.

The front (southeast) facade of the house has a full-length (8' x 32') closed 
verandah. The tin roof overhangs the verandah and is supported by three thick, 
square columns with ornamental brackets. Three straight stairs lead from the 

front yard to the verandah.
All facades of the house have flat, single-pane, storm-sash, leaded glass windows 
with plain trims. The front (southeast) facade has a large sash and decorative 
transom window and the southwest facade has a larger four-sash casement window.

Many unique decorative and functional features are built into the house. Oak is 
used for the floors, interior trim, and doors. Open bookshelves surround a 
ceramic-front, open-hearth fireplace. Functional features include a coal 
furnace, vacuum system, and cellar ash-chute. The house has always had indoor 
plumbing and elaborate porcelain fixtures in the bathrooms.

No major alterations have been made on the house; with minor exceptions, it still 
Uas the original architectural characteristics. The leaded glass front door has 
been removed, but its ornamental lead glass side panels remain. Also, a first- 
story window on the southwest side of the house has been lowered.

Boundaries are based on existing Fairbanks townsites; the Mary Lee Davis house 
and property is Lot B1 in Block 63*



8. Significance
Pariod
___ prehistoric

1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699
1700-1799
1800-1899

_X_1900-

Aroas of Significanca—Check and justify below
___ archeology-prehistoric ------ community planning
JL archeology-historic

___ agriculture
X architecture 

___ art
___ commerce
___ communications

. conservation 

. economics 

. education 

. engineering 

. exploration/settlement 

. industry 

. invention

landscape architecture . 
. law
. literature 
. military 
. music 
. philosophy 
. politics government

. religion 

. science 

. sculpture 

. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify)

Specific dates 1906-1916 Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)
The Mary Lee Davis house embodies an architectural style rare in the gold rush town 
of early Fairbanks. It was a large framed bungalow, which was anomalous among 
predominately log cabins. This architectural style was, at the same time, 
representative of the few prosperous Fairbanksan homes (e.g. Falco Joslin House, 
constructed in 19o4; the Wickersham House, constructed in 1904; and the R. C. Wood 
House, constructed in 1908). The Davis house is a significant element of early 
Fairbanks history because of its association with persons who have contributed 
to the development of the city.

The house was one of the largest and most fashionable homes in Fairbanks. It was 
set back from the street by a large lawn planted with birch trees, a landscaping 
idea then new to Fairbanks. Oak floors, oak bookshelves, an open-hearth fireplace, 
a built-in vacuum system, and a cellar ash-chute were innovations first seen in 
Fairbanks in the Davis home. The Davises were also the first in Fairbanks to 
change from wood heat to coal heat. The bathrooms are complete with porcelain 
fixtures and are considered palacial (Cameron 1930: 176).

To construct the house, garage, and greenhouse, materials and builders were brought 
from Seattle, Washington, sometime between 1906 and 1916. The southwest facade 
bears a plaque dated "1906", but there are conflicting reports concerning the 
actual construction date. Contradictory information exists concerning the early 
owners as well. The best evidence suggest that a miner and his wife initially 
contracted to have the house built, but before the house was finished, the husband 
died and his wife returned to Seattle. Mary Lee Davis and her husband bought the 
incomplete house, finished it, and added many of its unique features (Davis 1931)- 
Mary Lee Davis wrote four books and several articles in which she mentions the 
house and life in Alaska. Her writings may have contributed to the surge of 
immigration to Fairbanks from the United States during the Depression.

After residing in the house for eight years, the Davises moved. The Fairbanks 
Exploration Company purchased the home from the Davises and used it to accommodate 
company executives and their families. The Fairbanks Exploration Company (known 
as the F. E. Company) was an influential mining firm in early Fairbanks. In 1924, 
Hammond Consolidated Gold Fields and U.S. Smelting, Refining and Mining Company 
merged to form the F.E. Company. This company ushered in a revival of mining, and 
thus economic solvency, after a decline in the early 1920's. The F.E. Company 
was the major employer in Fairbanks, and approximately in 1927, it built stores, 
reads, and a powerhouse, which all contributed to the [jermanence of Fairbanks 
(Monahan 1959). At this time, the Mary Lee Davis house was a showplace where 
F.E. Company parties and gatherings took place, and many Fairbanksans still 
remember visits to the house. Since 1946, the house has had 11 owners 
(Wallace and Wallace 1979: personal communication).
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Verbal boundary description and iustificatlon oi. It ic bordered
The Mary Lee Davis House is on the Fairbanks Townsite Block 63, Lot B , northeast
to the southeast by Cowles Street, to the southwest by 5th Avenue, and to the nort
and northwest by private residences.-------------------------------------------^----- ------------
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Carol A. Rawlinson, Research Associate 

organization Cooperative Park Studies Unit^ date April 20. 1979

street & number University of Alaska 

city or town Fairbanks

telephone (907) 474-7050

state Alaska 99701

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

X
national ------state — local

State Historic Preservation Officer signat

title State Historic Preservation OffH
date" ^
^—

For NFS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

date

Keeper of the National Flegister 

f Attest: ______ date

Chief of Registration
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1. Name
historic Mary Lee Davis House (AHRS SITE NO. FA 1-036) 1

■ '■

and/or common

2. Location
street & number AlO Cowles Street not for publication

city, town Fairbanks Alaska at large

state Alaska code 02 county Fairbanks Division code 090

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
___ district public X occupied agriculture museum

X building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational ^ private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object ■ ^ in process X yes: restricted government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
N/A no military _ X other-Per iod ho

4. Owner of Property
name Randall and Deborah Wallace (907) ^56-7358

street & number ^10 Cowles Street

city, town Fairbanks . vicinity of state Alaska 99701

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. North Star Borough Recorder's Office

street & number 520 5th Avenue

city, town Fairbanks state Alaska 99701

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Fairbanks: A Historical Building Survey by Janet Matheson

tItleVAlaska Heritage Resources Surveyhas this property been determined eligible? yes

Y■ federal state ___county X localdate November 1978; *0ctober 31, 1979 
City of t-airbanks, A10 Cushman Street 
depository for survey recordyA las ka Division of Parks, 6l9 Warehouse Drive, Suite 210

cH,.to»- Alaska 9970l/*9950l





8. Significance
Period
___ prehistoric

1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

_X_1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify beiow
__ archeoiogy-prehistoric
JL archeoiogy-historic
__ agricuiture
_X_ architecture 
__ art
__ commerce
__ communications

. community planning 

. conservation 

. economics 

. education 

. engineering 

. exploration/settlement 

. industry 

. invention

landscape architecture, 
law
literature 

. military 
music

. philosophy 

. politics/government

. religion 

. science 

. sculpture 

. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 
- other (specify)

Specific dates ] 906-1916 Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)
The Mary Lee Davis house embodies an architectural style rare in the gold rush town 
of early Fairbanks. It was a large framed bungalow, which was anomalous atrong 
predominately log cabins. This architectural style was, at the same time, 
representative of the few prosperous Fairbanksan homes (e.g. Falco Joslin House, 
constructed in 1904; the Wickersham House, constructed in 1904; and the R. C. Wood 
House, constructed in I908). The Davis house is a significant element of early 
Fairbanks history because of its association with persons who have contributed 
to the development of the city.

The house was one of the largest and most fashionable homes in Fairbanks. It was 
set back from the street by a large lawn planted with birch trees, a landscaping 
idea then new to Fairbanks. Oak floors, oak bookshelves, an open-hearth fireplace, 
a built-in vacuum system, and a cellar ash-chute were innovations first seen in 
Fairbanks in the Davis home. The Davises were also the first in Fairbanks to 
change from wood heat to coal heat. The bathrooms are complete with porcelain 
fixtures and are considered palacial (Cameron 1930: 176).

To construct the house, garage, and greenhouse, materials and builders were brought 
from Seattle, Washington, sometime between I9O6 and 1916. The southwest facade 
bears a plaque dated "I9O6", but there are conflicting reports concerning the 
actual construction date. Contradictory information exists concerning the early 
owners as well. The best evidence suggest that a miner and his wife initially 
contracted to have the house built, but before the house was finished, the husband 
died and his wife returned to Seattle. Mary Lee Davis and her husband bought the 
incomplete house, finished it, and added many of its unique features (Davis 1931). 
Mary Lee Davis wrote four books and several articles in which she mentions the 
house and life in Alaska. Her writings may have contributed to the surge of 
immigration to Fairbanks from the United States during the Depression.

After residing in the house for eight years, the Davises moved. The Fairbanks 
Exploration Company purchased the home from the Davises and used it to accommodate 
company executives and their families. The Fairbanks Exploration Company (known 
as the F. E. Company) was an influential mining firm in early Fairbanks. In 1924, 
Hammond Consolidated Gold Fields and U.S. Smelting, Refining and Mining Company 
merged to form the F.E. Company. This company ushered in a revival of mining, and 
thus economic solvency, after a decline in the early 1920's. The F.E. Company 
was the major employer in Fairbanks, and approximately in 1927, it built stores, 
roads, and a powerhouse, which all contributed to the permanence of Fairbanks 
(Monahan 1959)- At this time, the Mary Lee Davis house was a showplace where 
F.E. Company parties and gatherings took place, and many Fairbanksans still 
remember visits to the house. Since 1946, the house has had 11 owners 
(Wallace and Wallace 1979: personal communication).

A
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The Mary Lee Davis house incorporated an innovative architectural style 
characteristic of prosperous Fairbanksan homes. Its exterior drop-siding was 
a standard pattern in early Fairbanks. The house is large with high ceilings, 
and has beautifully decorated windows, a tin roof, and sawdust insulation.
The house is unique, however, because it is the oldest frame house in Fairbanks 
still occupied, and has its original coal furnace and porcelain bathroom fixtures. 
Fairbanks saw many "first" (e.g. open-hearth fireplace, cellar ash-chute, and 
vacuum system) in the Davis home. Because of its association with influential 
people, the house is included in the Fairbanks walking tour sponsored by the 
Tanana-Yukon Historical Society. The owners often invite tourists into the 
house to see the interior which they are refurnishing in the style of early 
1900's.
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HISTORIC SITES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
VOTING RECORD
DATE: 1-14-80 _________ .

Move Mary Lee Davis House
the National Register of Historic Places as meeting criteria of: 

CRITERIA:
X

qualify (does)/WeSQSee5 for

A. Events, etc. C. Type of Design, Construction, etc.

B. Person(s), etc. D. Archaeological, etc.

And, if appropriate recognizing unusual values that warrant normally disqualifying 

factors involving properties:

_A. Of religious significance E. Reconstructions

B. Which have been relocated F. Of commemorative value

JC. Birthplaces or graves G. Less than 50 years old

_D. Cemetery, etc.

LE\T:L of SIGNIFICANCE: 

National/ State/ X Local

Moved by: Ed Crittenden Seconded by: Anne Shinkwin

Motion to amend (if any) by:___
Amendment: ___________ _

seconded by:_

If amended, vote on Amendment prior to vote on motion. (Record vote on Amendment) 

Vote on motion;

ABSTAIN OPPOSED RESULT

PASSED 5-0

IN FAVOR

RlAbut a

Crittenden

Shinkwin

Johnson

Engen

REJECTED

TABLED



JAY S. HAAAMOND, Governor

OFFICE OF THE GOVERIVOR
DIVISION OF POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING

January 15, 1980

POUCH AD
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 
PHONE: 465-3512

/SitWilliam S. Hanable, Chief 
History and Archaeology 
Division of Parks 
Department of Natural Resources 
619 Warehouse Avenue, Suite 210 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
Subject: Marv Lee Davis House Historical Nomination

State I.D. No. SN030-79121001

Dear Mr. Hanable:
The State Clearinghouse has completed review of the subject proposal.
The Fairbanks North Star Borough (FNSB) stated:

"The Fairbanks North Star Borough has reviewed the above cited 
subject project and has no objection to it.
"The project is mentioned on pages 19 and 79 in the publication 
Fairbanks: A City Historic Building Survey, November, 1978, (Con­
ducted for: City of Fairbanks, By: Janet Matheson, Architect).
Of note is the fact that some details in that text (see page 19) on 
the early history of the house differ from those given in the 
section "Summary of Archeological/Historical Significance" in Mr. 
Hanable's December 3, 1979 letter to you.

"On checking the current Borough zoning map, I find the property on 
which the project is located to be "R2" (General Residential) which 
is a type supportive of continued, single family residential use of 
the cited structure."

The Clearinghouse has no objection to this proposed nomination.
This letter satisfies the review requirements of 0MB Circular A-95.

cc: Phillip Berrian,

Sincerely,

Jerry L. Madden 
State-Federal Coordinator

4?
N

01-A3LH



Waiver by Property Owner RE: 3330-2 Mary Lee Davis House

AHRS SITE NO. FAI-036

Ty L. Dilliplane
State Historic Preservation Officer 
619 Warehouse Avenue, Suite 210 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Mr. Dilliplane:

This will confirm that I am informed and fully aware of the effects of listing 
an historic property in the National Register of Historic Places. I recognize 
that, under the National Historic Preservation Act, I am entitled to object to 
the proposed listing (of my property) by a notarized, written statement. If, 
as the sole owner, I object -- my property will not be listed. If there are 
multiple owners of this property and a ma-jority of the owners object, the 
property will not be listed.

Following is the address of my property as certified by your office to be 
potentially eligible for the National Register:

V/0 Cou/L&S

fALH&AiJlcs. ALASKA 9p0l
r f / * '

LnT 1 £ ECOCX 7au//i/£JT£>

Please be advised that I hereby waive my right to object to the proposed 
listing. Indeed, I notify you that I desire that my property be listed in the 
National Register at the earliest possible date and will appreciate your 
assistance toward this end.

Sincerely,

OMdon of Porto



HISTORIC ri<i;Si:;a’ATIOM MATERIAL 

Traasr.rLttal luvcnLoi-y, Kational Re^islor.

March 77 1
(Data)

TO: DOI
W434
Washington, D. C. 20243

1. Fora 10-300, Kational Register Koinination AKRS SITE No. Mary Lee Davis 

House (AHRS SITE NO. FA I-036)

2. Photographs of Property: 1. facing front, 2. looking northeast

3. Property Maps, Drawings: U.S.G.S. Quad Fairbanks (D~2) SE, Alaska 1: 24 000

4. Voting Record, State Historic Sites Advisory Ccrrilttee. Date: 1 -14-80

Voting in favor 5, abstain - 0, opposed - 0 (see attached)

5. Other Enclosures: Clearinghouse Review and owner's concurrence

4'
•'/

STATE OF AIASKA
DETARTMERT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF PARKS, Office of History Arcliaeology 
619 Warehouse Drive, Sxiite 210 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 ^<1


