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Qname
HISTORIC

Swetman House (AHRS SITE NO. SEW-150)
AND/OR COMMON

<1 '/Stucco^ Johnson House

Olocation
STREETS NUMBER

325 Fifth Avenue —NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY, TOWN

Seward vicinity of
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Alaska, at large
"■^^Ilaska W COUNTY CODESeward 210

CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY

_DISTRICT
?Lbuilding

—STRUCTURE
—SITE
—OBJECT

OWNERSHIP
J^PUBLIC

—PRIVATE
—BOTH

STATUS
^OCCUPIED

-UNOCCUPIED

PUBLIC ACQUISITION
—IN PROCESS 
—BEING CONSIDERED

-i/VORK IN PROGRESS 
ACCESSIBLE 

X.YES: RESTRICTED 
—YES: UNRESTRICTED 
—NO

PRESENT USE
__AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
—COMMERCIAL 
__EDUCATIONAL

—PARK
Kprivate residence

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 
—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 
—INDUSTRIAL 
—MILITARY

—TRANSPORTATION
-OTHER:

[OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME

Seward Community Library Board, c/o Mrs. Melvin Deck
STREETS NUMBER

5th and Adams Streets (907) 224-3646
CITY, TOWN

Seward VICINITY OF

STATE

Alaska 99664

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE,
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC, District Recorder

STREETS NUMBER
P.O. Box 596

CITY, TOWN
Seward

STATE

Alaska 99664
a REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

Alaska Heritage Resource Survey (AHRS)
DATE

28 June 1977 —FEDERAL ^TATE —COUNTY —LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 619 Warehouse Drive, Suite 210 (907) 274-4676
CITY, TOWN Anchorage STATE

Alaska 99501



DESCRIPTION
CONDITION

—EXCELLENT
Xgood

—FAIR

.DETERIORATED

—RUINS
—UNEXPOSED

CHECK ONE
JkjNALTERED

—ALTERED

CHECK ONE

—ORIGINAL SITE 
2Lmoved DATE- Prlor to 1927

(circa. 1920)

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Acdess to this building is available on request to the Librarian of the Seward Memorial 
Library. It is a free standing frame cottage, finished overall by a coating of stucco. 
Overall dimensions of the building are 17 feet 6 Inches in width by 25 feet in depth.
The building is rectangular, with balanced slope roofed extensions front and rear, 
the one in front covering a half-enclosed and half exposed entranceway, and the one in 
the rear covering a kitchen pantry. The structure, resting upon a prepared full 
concrete basement, consists of two floors and an attic, with Internal staircases connect­
ing the basement and the first and the second floors. Access to the attic is through 
an opening in the upper floor celling.

The roof is a medium gable with projecting eaves. The roof spine extends from front to 
rear, and at both ends of the roof there is a matching pair of combination stepped and 
decorated gables, finished from the roof line down in stucco, a major design feature 
of the building. The general motif is continued in adornment of the upper section of 
the front face of the building, above the first-second floor belt line, centering on 
the two centrally placed matching windows of the master (front) bedroom. The clean 
line of the roof is interrupted, not unpleasantly, by a shed roof-type dormer, which 
enhances the living space on the upper floor. The profile and scale create a story­
book "gingerbread" cottage, the architectural design gem of the community of Seward.

The front entry is integral to the design. The front portico, with its front sloping 
roof, provides an open space with roof covering, and a fully enclosed space. This 
is glass enclosed, for an entryway which serves as an insulating air lock and small 
porch, or "mud room" for earth soiled footwear.

The main floor itself has a naturally lighted living room extending across the width 
of the front half of the house, with the stairwell at the right as one enters. The 
rear of this floor is taken up by the dining area, and by a kitchen with its original 
cabinetry and utilities installed early in the 20th Century: stove, sink and plumbing
hardware. The lighting fixtures in the kitchen, as in the entire house, appear to 
be original equipment.

The stairway from the first to the second floor, while not of unusual design is 
economical of the space used and economical of decoration, complimenting the interest­
ing functionalism of the entire house in contrast to the ornamented exterior. The 
second floor is divided off the eccentric hallway into two rooms and a bathroom.
The bathroom, like the kitchen, is functional in design, with original cabinetry, 
and toilet, sink and bath tub. The bedrooms, used continuously for more than sixty 
years, have been refinished a number of times. The overall appearance indicates that 
the occupants exercised a high degree of care for their residence, and the absence of 
wear and tear is remarkable.

The building has central heat from a furnace located in the basement. Whether this 
was in the original construction, or was Installed when the building was moved to 
its present site a few years after construction, will require more intensive 
examination. The occupants have always had running water and electricity from local 
public utility sources. Total space on the two main floors is approximately 875 
square feet, with approximately 700 square feet of living space.
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The house h^s stood at this location since sometime prior to 1927. It was built by 
Gerhard Johnson in 1916 on a steeply graded site against the mountain side in the 
vicinity of the Leirer Dairy Farm property, west of the present Seward Small Boat 
Harbor. It remains in its original natural stucco color, with red roof and light 
green trim.

A few years after 1916 Johson sold his house to Elwyn Swetman, the town pharmacist. 
Johnson moved the house from its construction site to its present location then put 
it in condition for the Swetman family. The Swetman family lived in the house from 
then until the deaths, successively, of Mr. and, then, recently, Mrs. Swetman. Mrs. 
Swetman bequeathed the property to the Seward Library Board for preservation and 
exhibition as a period house.



O SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
—PREHISTORIC
__1400-1499
—1500-1599 
—1600-1699 
—1700-1799 
—1800-1899 
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—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC
—AGRICULTURE

Xarchitecture
—ART
—COMMERCE
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—LAW
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-LITERATURE
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—MILITARY
—MUSIC
—PHILOSOPHY
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—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES 1916 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Built by Gerhard Johnson

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Swetman house embodies distinctive charaeterists of its type and period and is a 
significant accomplishment in American building design and construction. The building 
exemplifies the inspired work of Gerhard Johnson, a previously unheralded artist, 
craftsman, and housebuilder. It is evidence of his mastery of the skill, rarely 
seen in this part of the world, of applying a permanent type of stucco to a frame 
structure, so that the result produced is a dual accomplishment in the building arts 
and in the arts of design. In addition, the families who have lived in this house were 
associated with most of the people and events that mark the first three quarters of 
this century in southcentral Alaska, including the birth and growth of the communities 
of Seward and Anchorage, and the building of the Alaska Northern and the Alaska Central 
Railways, and, finally, the Alaska Railroad. Swetman was a founder of the banking 
businesses that have grown into the two dominant financial institutions in Alaska,
The National Bank of Alaska and the First National Bank of Anchorage, both of which 
sprang from original roots in Seward. As its primary significance, however, the 
cottage stands alone, both for its artistic design and for the integrity of its 
construction.

i

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE:

This cottage was built by Gerhard Johnson. He is reputed to have come to Seward from 
New York City, early in this century, already an experienced builder. John 
Paulsteiner, a Seward craftsman and businessman knew Johnson well from 1917 until
Johnson's death in 1940, and characterized him as a master craftsman in his
line. Every single job he did in Seward and Anchorage shows his craftsmanship. . ." 
Much of the construction work he carried out during the founding period of Anchorage 
was for Oscar Anderson, one of the more important and successful Anchorage men of 
the founding period.

A mark of many Johnson-built buildings was his finish coat of stucco over wooden 
siding. His buildings were usually of clean lines, and functional, and his stucco 
stayed in place, surviving the tests of time and sub-Arctic weather. His skill 
with the trowell led to his popular knickname of "Stucco" Johnson.

In 1916 Johnson built this cottage on a steep grade near the local dairy farm, 
north of town. Elwyn Swetman, local pharmacist, and a member of founding group of 
the local banks, purchased the house with the proviso that It be moved to his lot, 
where it now stands. Johnson and the Alaska Transfer Company put in a deadman and 
slid the house down the hill to level ground.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

South 1/2 of lot 6, all of lots 7 and 8, block 16, Original Seward Townslte.

i;:

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/TITLE

Alfred Mongin, Architectural Historian June 30, 1977
ORGANIZATION

Alaska Division of Parks
DATE *

(907) 274-4676
STREETS NUMBER

619 Warehouse Driye, Suite 21,0
TELEPHONE

CITY OR TOWN
Anchorage

STATE
Alaska 99501

Estate HISTORIC PRESERVATION officer certification
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:

STATENATIONAL. LOCAL.

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

TITLE State Historic Preservation Officer °^TE September 30, 1977

i HFRFPY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED [N THE NATION A LJREGISTER .

f. 'RdlL . oate £

GPO 892. 453
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"Almost at the bottom of the hill," wrote John Paulstelner, "it turned sideways. 
They straightened the house and set it on Swetmann's lot. . ."

The interior arrangement, while well planned for family use, is not unique, but is 
pleasant, well lighted by windows, liveable, and makes efficient use of the space 
available. For its time it provided more square footage than most residences, even 
though it is about half the size of the average one-family unit built today. The 
Swetman family lived in the house for more than half a century, and has left the 
property, by will, to the Seward Public Library Board, to be open to the public as 
an historic house museum.
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Darling, Mrs- O.E., Manuscript Collection, Seward.

Hoy, H. Everett, "Seward — Gateway to the Kenai Empire," Alaska Life, January 1915, 
page 9.

Interview: Mrs. Melvin Deck, Librarian, Seward Public Library, by Alfred Mongin,
May 1977.

Interview: Aron Wicklund, Seward, by Alfred Mongin, May 1977.

Interview: Mrs. Pat Williams, Seward, by Alfred Mongin, May 1977.

Paulsteiner, John, Seward Alaska, the Sinful Town on Resurrection Bay, n.p. 1975.

Parker, Harry, Charles Merrick Gay, and John W. MacGulre, Materials and Methods of 
Architectural Construction. 3rd Edition. N.Y. John Wiley, 1932, 1958. Pages 236- 
238, 299-300.

.V,;%



<. ^

a-'

i

I:
fe

Mr

I C-.-(upstairs)

/?'• S * -»4

iiiin.rS_'i-iii*i:.,''i,^a4'*„w: ..V.-'r^A
,..'SW:;ai...

1

#



E',:
i:

i...

S'-

t;-

1>>. •

c c
jSaSc'/T^c'/? /

r

■J^S ■

-1^
'* •*-. “ 
*■' •

-
Vl

■K

. -\v J

■ I

-1
f



;. r.yvr7^0i7'X' WU'...;- , ■, ■ -.■■•- '

{t8^T «18



First Floor Floor Plans (3)



i--’
»r-
....... ^

v':--„

tMsuum

RECEIVED 

OCT 131977^
NATIONAL
REGISTER



'*“'"^^V^./j, 77. /6J-^ 7(^003x^30
TECHNICA]

Photos ,
Maps L lhm- fJU^t CONTROL

/t.ft/,77
,L.>3^ .e.? HISTORIAN

,737.
y^/>c ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN

/^. ^-7

x‘

•p. • 
%■

it

ARCHEOLOGIST 1

I
■ i-

t-:'

OTHER

HAER
Inventory
Review

, ^®VK<i) oSIkm^ i^20

Uv\ cjsuJbL^ QQajd^^j li" Cft

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF Qjcce^

'^/I's/rg

BRANCH CHIEF

i
KEEPER

vv
('7/7?

National Register Write-up __________ Send-back
Federal Register Entry y.7 Re-submit

Entered FEB 17 1978

IN T :2 1 06- 74

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7











---

. p

From;

Si

. \^i 17:.

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Alaska Division of Parks 
323 East Fourth Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Melvin

ittcinjjj

OCT 13 m

ipAmmnTiliiy |.t

Seward, Alaska 99664

Subject: Swetman House- ABBS SEW^ISO

I am the owner of the above mentioned property and I 

understand that it has been proposed for nomination to 

the National Register of Historic Places. I have been 

provided \i7ith, have read, and understand literature 

explaining the National Register program and the effect 

on property if it is entered in the National Register 

of Historic Places.

As the owner of the property, I: (DO) (.sa=^f©S‘) concur

with the proposed nomination to the National Register of 

Historic Places.

July 1, 1977
(PR0?E]^Y Olv-'JER'S SIGNATURE)
for Sew^d Coaanunity Library Board

(DATE)
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OFFICE OF THE GOYEIIIVOR
STATE POLICY DEVELOPMEHT AHD PLANHINB

JUL 2? W
Mrs. HAUJUOm GOVERNOR

POUCH AO-JUNEAU 99811 
PHONE 4S5-35L2

July 25, 1977

Mr. William S. Hanable, Chief 
History and Archaeology 
Division of Parks 
Department of Natural Resources 
619 Warehouse Drive, Suite 210 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Subject: Seward-Swetman House Historical Nomination 
State I.D. NO. 77060912

Dear Mr. Hanable:

The State Clearinghouse has completed its review and has no 
objection to the subject proposal.

However, attached for your information is a letter received 
from the City of Seward regarding the nomination of City- 
owned property to the National Register. I recommend you 
discuss any further such nominations with the City prior to 
proceeding with such action.

This letter satifies the review requirements of Office of 
Management and Budget Circular A-95.

Sincere

John Halterman 
State-Federal Coordinator

Attachment
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''3
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HISTORIC SITES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
VOTING RECORD 
AUGUST 11, 1977 
SEWARD, ALASKA

Move Swetman House, Seward f AHR.=; ATTO .^KW-TSn)

k
tTe- flominated to

the National Register of Historic Places. 

(Moved by:__________ Blahuta____________________

Motion Seconded by: Lanii

Motion to amend (if any) None

Motion to amend (if any) seconded by:______

Vote on motion:

IN FAVOR ABSTAIN . . OPPOSED

Crittenden 0 0

Blahuta

Lang

Sobeloff

Workman

Library/Museuffl (Munro)

J-'-

■% •. *

W ■ .V , %s- ■

■k

RESULT 

Passed 6-0

Rejected 0 

Tabled 0

4
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Transmittal Inventor star

HECEWH)
^-^eptfimbpr PQ, 1^77

^1 ^1- i-ui (Date)

iM OCT 131977 
V national

TO; Dr. William J. Murtaugh \\- ----
Keeper of the National Regist^
U.S. Department of the Interior"'
Washington, D.C., 20240

1. Form 10-300, National Register Nomination AHRS SITE NO. SEW-150___________

Swetman House, Seward________________________________________________________

2. Photographs of Property: 1. View northwesterly toward left side and front

of building

,.V..

-vti

■ J

Property Maps, Drawings; U.S.G.S. Quad spyjat-rl (A-7) AiacVa ouadraniiTiez 1:63 360 

____(topographic series. 1950. minor revisions 1975 •

Floor plan ( 3 sheets).

Voting Record, State Historic Sites Advisory Committee. Date; August 11, 1977 

HSAC voting record, 6-0_____________________________________

Other Enclosures; Record of vote by HSAC. State Clearinghouse REview.

Owner's Concurrence.

STATE OF ALASKA
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF PARKS, Office of History & Archaeology 
619 Warehouse Drive, Suite 210 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
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Bon* Ted Stevens State Bistoric Preservatiott Officer
Bon. Don Toung Kr* Wlllian 8. Hanabla
Mr* David F. Bales, Deputy Assistant Chief of Biatory and Archeology

Saoretary for Fish and Wildlife end Parks Division of Parks 
Mr. F. Ross Holland, Chief, Cultural 619 Warehouse Avenue, Suite 210

Bssource Hanageaent Aaelntrage, Alaska 99501
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Kagional Director, Pacific Northwest Region
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