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Bureau of Land Management
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Anchorage
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Alaska 99501
CODE

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

None
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17. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION
I I Excellent CD Good Q Foir

(Check One)

I I Deteriorated □ Ruins □ Unexposed

(Check One)
2] Altered □ Unaltered

(Check One)

□ Moved □ Origirmi Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (ll known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Tlie railroad bed between Cordova - Tasnuna River and Chitina -McCarthy 
has been used intermittently for vehicular traffic and is to become the 
base for an all-weather gravel road now under construction. The 
Chitina - Tasnuna segment of the railway will not be affected except for 
a segment of 7 miles beginning at Chitina and running south. This has 
been adapted as a local road.

South of this point, evidence of the CR and NW Railway is still in fair 
condition. Sections of track, trestles, and buildings survive at 
various points and are indicated on the attached maps and photos.

e railroad bed is approximately 26 miles from Chitina to Tasnuna 
River. On this section 11 trestles, and the buildings of Tiekel’
Station survive, as do remains of an abandoned native village and . 
briefly occupied Russian post at Taral (which, although not associated 
with the railway, lend interest to its potential as an historic trail 
Several tunnels, track remains, etc., also can be found along the routed
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Transportation

I.

II.

We nominate this route as having a first order 
the following reasons:

C/^!igr^ficai

A.

B.

It is a unique, ingenious engineering feat that exemplifies an 
era of the U.S. railroad's role of wilderness conquest.

It played a role in the national Ballinger-Pinchot controversy 
in which a partial land freeze limited the CR and NW Railroad 
development and the development of Alaska and the Pacific North­
west. \

C. It lead to the development of a major U.S. industry - the Kennicott 
Copper Corporation.

D. Copper hauled over this route was the major source of copper to 
* the U.S. during World War I.

Background Summary
The history of the Copper River and Northwestern (CR & NW) Railroad 
started in the search of a railroad route from tidewater to Eagle, 
Alaska. Four companies were competing for the route, 2 out of Valdez, 
1 out of Katalla and one out of Cordova. All proved unfeasible 
except for the one out of Cordova - the Copper River route backed 
and engineered by Michael J. Heney.

At this time (1906) New York capital (the Guggenheim-Morgan S)mdlcate) 
was being organized as the Alaska Syndicate. This syndicate was prim­
arily a copper company but it also had extensive holdings in the 
salmon industry and controlled, with one exception, Alaska steamship 
lines. The Alaska Syndicate bought the Alaska Copper and Coal 
Company's property at the Bonanza Mine (Kennicott). This was the 
start of the present day Kennicott Copper Corporation.

During Heney's railroad construction from Cordova to Mile 13, the 
Ballinger-Pinchot dispute arose over the Bering coal fields, one of 
the prime facts in the justification for the route out of Cordova.
This dispute led to a withdrawal from entry all timber, oil and coal 
in Alaska and a major U.S. controversy during the Taft administration. 
Forced to use expensive Canadian coal, the "Cordova Coal Party" was
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[9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHiCAt REFERENCES

"A Guide To Alaska", Merle Colby, The Macmillan Company, 1939

[10- GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

CORNER
L ATITU DE LONGI TUDE

NW
Degrees Minutes Seconds
61°32-38-

Degrees Minutes Seconds
144 ° 37 ■27 -

NE 61 ° 29 ’ 35 “ 144 ^ 23 ■09 -
SE 61 ° 02 ’ 28 ■ 144 ° 48 ^09 ’
.5W Ai e ns ' 7H • ] /| s ® n7

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES \

LATITUDE LONG! TUd4

Degrees Minutes Seconds
o • >

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o » »

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUN
STATE;

fy. FORM PREPARED BY

CODE COUNTY

fecayEO
y OCT 24 1972 C

COUNTY:

COUNTY:
iS'

NAME AND Tl TL E;

Robert H. Lund
ORGANIZATION

Bureau of Land Management
DATE

August 1, 1971
STREET AND NUMBER:

4700 E 72nd Avenue
CITY OR TOWN:

Anchorage
STATE

Alaska 99507
CODE

02
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFlCAflOi ;

PKOPLKTY OWNEfi NOTIFIED
As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [J[ ^ State □ Local □

Name eodore ( Smith

Titieft^1^< State Liaison Officer

Date

NATIONAL REGIStER viRlFlCATlON

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Histc^t Preservation

Date

ATTEST:
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n coal in the bay. A
request for annexation to Canada was sent to the President. This finally 
had some results in changing the land laws governing Alaska in 1915.

In 1908 the Alaska Syndicate purchased Heney's interest and R.O.W. for 
the Copper River Railroad. The railroad was renamed Copper River and 
Northwestern ant its primary goal was changed from Interior Alaska to the 
Kennicott area due to the land closure of timber, oil and coal. The 
value of the copper was deemed only enough to construct the railroad 
that far. Had the land closure not been in effect the original goal of 
a route to Fairbanks and a spur to the Bering coal fields would have 
been accomplished. Little imagination is necessary to see what a 
change this would have made in the development of Alaska. The entire 
focal point of development would have been shifted from Seward and the 
Alaska Railroad to Cordova and the CR and NW Railroad.

The significant engineering feat was the design and construction of 
the railroad over some of the most difficult terrain; bottomless swamps, 
braided glacial streams, iceberg infested water, along sheer rock cliffs 
and even across a glacier. This in Itself, warrants recognition as a 
unique Ingenious engineering feat. This route was engineered by the 
same person that built the t^hite Pass and Yukon Railroad. The engineering 
feat also is an outstanding example of the U.S. railroad era, an era of 
wilderness conquest.

The route took 3h years to build 196 miles of standard gauge track. The 
railroad was completed March 29, 1911. It cost $23,000,000 to construct. 
About 15% of the track was on bridges and trestles. There were 129 
bridges in the first 131 miles. ^

To keep the route open during the winter two of the largest snow plows 
then developed were employed.

Primary use of the copper taken out over the CR and NW was toward the 
U.S. effort in World War I.

The mine and railroad closed in 1938 after $175,000,000 was taken out in 
copper ore.
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also includes-information on where each is, type of 
.xiuipfnent used, dates each operates (if only 
part-year), pictures, and much more information 
pertaining to each steam line. Also included are 
Electric lines and Museums. This year’s cover is 
metallic red and gold, and carries out the Centennial 
theme. The Last Spike and the words “18G9-1969” 
.show on the front cover; while both sides of the 
Golden Spike Commemorative Medallion are 
illustrated on the back cover. This book is a must 
for every steam fan and golden spike railroadiana 
collection.
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THE AUSKA RAILROAD 
ANNOUNCES WINTER SCHEDULE 

fOR PASSENGER TRAINS 
EfFEaiVE SEPHMBER 9, 1969

NORTHBOONO (Et«d Odwft) 
S^tvrdiyi* Tu«td*yt 

9:00 AM. 
t0:4] AM.
13:39 r.M.

S 3* 9.Ml 
7:07 9.M.1:55

9rt10^i - 9«u4n0«r) 
tv Ar<h<y«fl«
IV W«sil!*IV

IV KmIv 
IV N*nin«
At Fi.rki.Ai

(Reid Up) SOUTHBOUND
Swndiy* ■ Wedoejdiyi 

8 40 9M.
6 33 9 AA 
5 03 PM.

1M9 9.AA 
10 4* A AA 
900 A AA

au LOCAL PASSEN3E.T AGE.NT FCLR IKfOiTMATlOfI 
PHONE: 265-S63S - 265-2688

THE rnPPFR RIVER AND __
^NORTHWESTERN RAILROAD 

by lilll Thomasson

Because of one of the biggest copper finds in 
the world being discovered up the Chitina River 
that was to become the Kennicott mines, the 
necessity of a railroad had to be built. Three 
railroads were already surveyed and started from the 
Erince William Sound region of Alaska before Mike 
Heney, the builder of the White Pass and Yukon 
Railway, together with the Close Broliicrs invested 
Iheir total sources to .start the Copper River and 
Northwestern Railway. Before Heney had ever set 
foot in Cordova he had his engineers in the area 
scouting up tire Copper River, their main olijective 
~ to find a way past the Miles and Childs glaciers. 
Mike Money said “We’ve two big problems, the first 
to get across the mud flats of the bay and the

second to build a bridge in front of the glaciers.” 
He figured the rest would be easy an all water level 
route up the Copper River to Chitina then swing to 
the right and up to the Bonanza copper mountain. 
By April 1, 190G, when Heney reached the Copper 
River delta to unload his fiivst shipment of material 
for building the railroad, only one of the other 
three railroads was left, the Guggenheim operation 
starting at Katclla, who had obtained a right of way 
from the Alaska Petroleum and Coal Co. of Katella.

On August 28, 190G the first spike was driven 
for the Copper River and Northwestern Railway 
which started on a curved causeway leading away 
from the water front and the start of a long one 
hundred and thirty-six miles to the Kcnnecott 
Copper Mine in the Bonanza Mountains. A steamer 
pulled alongside the dock on September 5, 1906 
and unloaded the first locomotive.

A short time later Mike and the Close Brothers 
sold out to the Guggenheim - Morgan syndicate, and 
all operations out of Cordova stopped. The 
Guggenheim interests building out of Katella ran 
into all kinds of trouble with the weather and 
storms along the coast and after spending two 
million dollars and five years had gotten no farther 
than the day they started.

In 1908 they contracted with Mr. Heney to 
build the railroad for them. He immediately 
returned to Cordova to get the railroad construction 
underway again. He had 20 million dollars to spend, 
and had five thousand men out on the line pushing 
the railroad through to completion. The building of 
the million dollar bridge was to take two years 
finishing in the spring of 1910 just before the ice 
goes out.

The track was, laid on ties of native timber to 
standard gauge and was of 70 lb. steel from 
Cordova to Chitina and 60 lb. rail from Chitina to 
Kennecott, and at its peak employed about 6,000 
men. About 1551,,of. the 196 miles of track was.-.on 
bridges or trestles. There were 129 bridges in the 
131 miles between Cordova ancL Chitina, and five 
major steel bridges into which went 20,000,000 
pounds of steel. The first at Mile 27 was 1,300-ft., 
the second a mile further on was 560 ft. long. 
These two were completed in the summer of 1909 
at a cost of $560,000.00. Next came the hot cake 
bridge at Mile 34, 525 ft. long, then at Mile 47 was 
the most famous of all, the Miles Glacier cantilever 
bridge. This has become known as the million dollar 
bridge, though it actually cost about a million and a 
half. 18,000 cubic yards of concrete went into its 
two abutments and throe caissons, and five million 
pounds of steel were required for its 1,550 feet of( 
length. The highest of all was the Kuskulana River - 
bridge, 228 ft. above the floor of its gorge and 550 
ft. long. The wooden Gilahina River bridge 890 ft. 
long and 80 to 90 ft. high was built in eight days. 
The longest bridge crossed the Coiiper River just 
out of Chitina at Mile 132. It was 2,790 feet long.



It had to be sebuilt every year as the ice would take 
it out with the 'spring thaw.

On -March 29, 1911, at 3:30 P.M. a
hand-wrought copper spike was driven in the last 
rail by Several officials of the railroad. On the track 
stood No. 50, one of the first locomotives placed in 
service on the line, with a framed picture under her 
big headlight of Mike Heney who had died in 
November the year before.

Following the ceremonies the spike was 
carefully withdrawn and sent to S.W. Eccles, 
President of the railroad in New York. Engraved on 
three sides were the words, “Native Alaska Copper”, 
“Copper River and Northwestern Railroad”, and 
“Kennecott Mines, March 29, 1911.”

At this time the Copper River and 
Northwestern had;

15 locomotives 
8 passenger cars 
256 freight cars 
4 steam shovels 
2 rotary ploughs 
1 wrecking crane
On April 8, 1911, Cordova .celebrated “Copper 

Day” when the first train load of copper ore, 
approximately 1,200 tons, arrived from the mines 
and was poured into the holds of the steamship. 
Northwestern, bound for the smelter at Tacoma, 
Washington. During the next 27 years, millions of 
tons of ore came down over the tracks and over the 
Cordova docks, which made this one of the most 
successful and profitable railroads in Alaska.

Chitina, a division point on the railroad, was 
also a transfer point for freight from the railroad to 
the interior of Alaska. At one time a survey was 
completed from Chitina to the Matanuska Valley 
and also from Chitina to the Yukon River near 
Fairbanks.

By 1939 the mines were worked out to the 
point that it was unprofitable and the mines closed 
down and the railroad abandoned, except for a 13 
mile section out of Cordova which the army used 
during World War II. The CR&NW was the second 
longest railroad in Alaska.

ENGINE ROSTER OF THE CR4NW

No. 1
(WOT Dickson 4I74«» W07^

to Alohj Lmbr. Co. No. 1 (Aloha. Wash.)
No. 2

(W-OT Dickson 4I7SO 1/07 / to Willjpa Harbor l.inhr MiiK No. 5.V 10 Pori ol Greys Harbor. Wash. No. 5
No. 3
No. 4
No. 5

(M-OT

0-4 or CM-OT

Dickson
Dickson
Dickson

41731
41753
4:?o5

1/07 ' 
I.-07 
5/07 /

No. 6
Du-kson 427h7 5 07 j

No. 7 0-4-or Dtekson 41748 i/o7y

No. :o 2-8-0
R 1.

445‘*7
11 07

No. :i 2-8-0
R i 445'<8 ll;07

No.::
2-8 0 R 1.

445>*4
11 07

No. 23
2-8-0 R.I. 44^00

11 07
No. 50

4-6-0 Rogers 2859 /«! Southern Pacific No 187. No. I66S. No. 2098.
to Valdci-Vukon No 101. to CRASW.

No. 70
2-8-2 Brooks 55490 11/15

to NfidtanJ rertmnai No 62. to Mexican
Northwe-tern. (o thihuhua Paciiic

No 71
2-8-2 Brooks 53491 11/15

to Alaska KailtojJ I'MO \
No 72

2-8-2 Brooks 554'*: 1115
to McflouJ Kivci Kjilroad No. 26

No. 73
2-8-2 Brooks $12'*l 4/P

to McCloud Kivet Railroad No. 27
No. 74

2-8-2 BrsHiks 58it>4 8/17
to Midland lerinmal No oJ. to .Mexican

Norihwe^iein. Chihuhua Pa^iiic .So. 201
No. 76

2-8-2 Brooks

No. 100 2-o 0 .
Brooks 46182 5/09

to Alaska Railioad I'MiU*)
No. 101

260 Biooks 4(.|83 5/09
to Alaska Kailfoad I'MiMD

No. 102
2-60 Brooks 46184 5/09

to Alaska Railroad |940 ( ')

In 1940 the company sold three locomotives 
and 30 freight cars to the Alaska Railroad. In the 
fall of 1964 a Washington salvage firm was pulling 
up the last rails of the CR&NW, and also rails from 
the Seward Peninsula Railroad, and the 
Alaska-Juneau Gold Mjne Railroad.
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Scene at Cordova, Alaska October 12, 1908 showing trestle work for 
the CR & NW
E.A. Hagg photo — courtesy Phyllis Carlson
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
Ted Swem, Chairman, Alaska Planning 

Group
date: ober 17, 1973

Dave Clark, Environmental Quality Division

subject: State of Alaska Highway Work Impact on National Historic 
Register Entry

As a continuation of our project review on two major road
projects in the Chitin^ 
Alaska, I held an’

■ .-/S

■ .---J

rxploratory meeting on October 16 
concerning the above subject which was attended by 
Ken Tapman (ACHP), Jerry Rogers (PHR) and Dave Clary (PPH) . 
I briefed them with the information I shared with you 
concerning the work of the Alaska Highway people running 
some 22 1/2 miles south from Chltlna - well into the 
Copper River and Northwestern Railway National Historic 
Register entry.

.4

We discussed the current status of the EIS_ls on the 
Cordova-Thompson Pass road and the ChitIna-McCarthy road, 
the question (yet unanswered) before the Solicitor as Lo 
the ownership of the Copper River and the Northwestern 
Railroad right-of-way and the underlying threat of a road 
from Chitina to Cordova which would decimate the features 
upon which the Historic Register entry is based. We agreed 
a Federal action needs to be discovered, and felt there must 
be some, at least Indirect action, involved. When the 
Solicitor expresses the ownership of the right-of-way, we 
might then consider where the State has deviated from the 
right-of-way and discover what permit action the Bureau of 
Land Management may have. Meanwhile, Ken Tapman is going 
to write to the Department of Transportation and inquire 
as to what the State is doing, indicate the jeopardy to 
Register entry and ask what Federal actions are involved 
with such a road project between Chitina and the Tasnuna 
River (the Register entry).

7Sgd) David E. ClarK

FNP:DEClark:nb 10/17/73

bcc ; PEP - Joe Fromme 
ACHP-Ken Tapman 

^JSHR — J, Rogers 
PPII - D. Clary 
MDE - Stottlemyer 

D. Clark

■ 44

W

BASIC RETAINED IN RM. 3316-MDE
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Copper River and Northwestern Railway Corridor

The Advisory Council initiated a Section 106-Executive Order 11593 
inquiry on the proposed highway with a letter of inquiry to DOT on 
November 29, 1973. Because the road is involved in litigation, 
the Advisory Council has not finished review of the case. One 
of the main points in question is whether BI^ or the State of 
Alaska highway department has jurisdiction over the right-of-way.

Society and Sierra Club vs. Claude Brinegar, several FHWA and state 
highway officials, and Secretary Morton. The pikiirtiffs claim that 
the defendents did not comply with NEPA (EIS insufficient) ..Secretary 
Morton was not originally named in the suit but was added in r,ov. 1973. 
Plaintiffs claim that any transfer of land in the right-of-way by 
Secretary Morton was in violation of NEPA, 4(f) of DOT Act and 
Native Claims Settlement Act. A portion of the right-of-way was 
initially declared by the Secretary of the Interior as a National 
Interest Study Area for possible inclusion in one of the 4 National 
systems (like parks, etc.) provided for in the Native Claims Settlement 
Act. Historic preservation as such has not been an issue in the case 
according tc John Fowler and John Wine (Justice Dept.). The case 
is now on appeal in Alaska court of appeals. Case will not be heard 
until the final EIS is circulated by DOT.

EIS: State has seen final EIS but it has apparently not been released
at this level for official Departmental consideration.

' 71

The Alaska SHPO has advised us that they submitted a draft report, Jan. 
1974, to the Alaska highway department with detailed recommendations 
on the mitigation of adverse affects on historic sites along the route. 
In Bill Hanibils(SHPO!s staff) opinion, the SHPO feels that if his 
recommendations are taken, the highway will not damage historic 
properties, except possibly part of the old roadbed). When asked if 
the State planned to submit nominations on the other historic sites 
in the area (only a portion of the corridor is on the NR) he re plied 
that there are two alternatives: (l)nomination of the entire route
as a district, (2)nominations for separate sites. He said that the SHPO 
was waiting for more information before making a decision, but it 
is definitely political.

:v:

Court case: The project is involved in litigation: Alaska Conservation

' '-S'

's

Our general recommendations should be that a complete survey of 
the historic resources should be completed and the Advisory Council’s 
procedures be complied with before the road is built. The Advisory 
Council (Mike Buerman) indicated the SHPO's recommendations in his 

■^report looked like a fairly satisfactory basis for a memorandum of agree­
ment once the other issues were cleared up. We may be asked to do 
a determination of eligibilty on the seg%nts not on the NR.
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Added to the National Regoister; April 24, 1973

Environmental Impact Statement: In office of the Secretary of Transp. (final)
Draft: Advisory Council never saw
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FHWA (Art Love):
Art talked to the man reviewing the EIS in the Secretary's Office 

in Tansportation. The man says that he doesn’t Believe that the EIS deals 
with Section 106, and that he thinks that the EIS contains a letter from 
the SHPO saying that there were no historic sites involved. Man also 
says that the Chitina to Tasnuna River Road corridor appears most 
sensitive corridor and that it probably won’t be used.
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