» .
. *’
- M
-..——. vdﬂd.:‘ - P — T S —— W - o« Wy o,
. - . . . sa®. ©® o a . B
L - ‘.J ‘g ¢ ik o: E) .‘l- :. , B Py :. Q’S ..;. X . h . N
.- » ., l' o o, %o’ -
5 N -’ o , . e by - l
.- 1 o y - 3 " - .
” ’ ﬂ _. - .N?_ . 4 . =
’ ‘0 - - .- - . o .
. ' - * L "3 S e ’ “
. ?’ '. ’ . ¥ - p = .
- -~ L) " .
. 1‘\ 4 . ¢

.

TRAVELCADE CLUB

L PAS S'PEEn Y - R esverTay [/

-
PAIC o

. e ...' O"'. 4 .. :. “ 1D \.. '..-‘U P .
iy < "--',“ . 4’.' \L" .“., /‘) “/L‘ L:),.s«-(—.»d-
ke 2 e o e.om e RN L R - . . ‘
. W0, W L8, g .‘. . & ol ° . / 7 . - / // "l o ® 4
. - . . s ..- -“,_ -‘. ..‘:". “‘." ‘i‘ ’.' / / - J s A
L A & y e T o ’,., - 4 ‘ . ) s L .
: ' 2l O 2PN . » n-'_/z f. P

SN\

: . ‘ ’ T / 7;7' j. A/"./""I/.‘o" ,’l » . Vg
}:na:.nu)\n;omuus ;,!:,,--.; - c, {‘ ,_;,4,- el LA o N S A Rt
fut 1971 sy ] : Byl t, ., V1) s el ir Py,
" ' . . ‘ . ' R / E . ¥ : . ?‘ .
" ""' S 3 :c“‘ ,“‘ ' . < ‘/ ’ .‘..' ‘.-o‘".:.e" -“.,{“/. . o -. & o . L
Precias i * 3 U.V’, CPRgr L0 AR . . . N Xy oy T UL g e, i e el b <

!nu..\ Cold Sevmm.« Rl . : L Vi . ™, W, .
. '. wahtor X, IL Avie ’ ‘\_.‘./ 4 _. " . -.‘?' '~.. ;.: W P ; v *% = L By,

.. & N .8 : e

. ﬁmuts\w-'tt-t b ‘,’ i ? e Mo 0 DV o L ) /" -f"" '2'.. e

Curernnr o lueie ‘ |4’ i 1 b dy: . .9 v By e =i
elamato bor LN ; M e e o o A o PRI T “-_("/‘":4 D S S s
1A Xy .\ e Wi ‘> mlg’ "e«’.'.a"."{ P e v of ‘ .. 9 A P e
M. .‘ /'.‘// ‘/ "/ LR - ‘ -y . 1 S : ’ I,’;' P '(.
o » g U‘ - 2 o "® L = 4 " ‘ ’ .‘- '.‘ o' e -~
s A Sooning 3020 .,r . . 4(: 2°8" ) ’:". 1.‘"“‘.'/"'}"/‘ Cn 3 3.
- » . .- o

.\
’
.
.\
LR Y
A
A
¥
-
1
~l
4
n
A
*
~
-
P
-

" Geotermet NE' P, vran -
t’no‘&::uu Ave. u/'. g. (‘ _
mes, [N N7 ’ . .,'1 e : . T o . el TW
. . u . ’ " " ? . '_-‘ " ” oL” —
i‘uuu:- SWi . (/7 ;,‘_ /"-s.v& 41, ",..,:..‘!1._': O£ e g _" - ’:'.-./;/ ",’,'«',‘/'
.w ol. . - P - - ¥y . _ . ’ d _. __..
h“'ﬂlm:-::l‘t : W 4 gt By S P PR oo ,v’( -"']/f:'(“‘f aile TP 4.
* Windvor, Ovtare tamaca +"“ )/‘-'—"“/"' “a? (Jir 1t oF wh v el ‘—/ Fd . e Ll r
MHExBLown 1018 - ¢v,cL "‘ e . o PR s O ;cl, y. s ) e ‘_I Aludle
G oorvrnor I, Howum ik ;;' . __f /. 2] ‘ /" p M "‘ ,}.(:Aéfr't ‘] 2 "9 /: ’ ‘ o
"'“‘m’. "" /,/‘.f ...,- S " - .*J- e y s S . / Ol’ - /LI, "-'—(' /./
» Kuen X *¥n . 3 .i K. 5 d e "% ' i ‘
EaMuinyus 7,258 - s St RAAIRTEN P e’ TR Y
Gutsern B Keciw / R D A4 ¥ Rl :
3 Y C il 1 ' AT T > “ . » AR T . . Y 27 .
P ON vy R Seedl TR, o it prloidi i eSO e,
. . e 4 . . 'y » - " So o : o A - oo ‘l-. i A . -
Srevw Envao e 3192, y f;. o N REL I N Dd ‘:, e AR N

. s w - ’ X b
L ‘.“Cm.u\‘ & e . N o‘ - - I-' s # / " o i _, ,’ er® * . o —
Y. . g J / ool o, )0, -« . .
# IMWUN. Pk e, Ape v - AW PN W , KPP TI PV A 2 o Litigle /), 7 b
 Mitsaaee, W {3212 TN al bt T o R IR M adeY & g /s £ oo 8
. u(" (VL S . & s N . Y / > /.4'/.‘_ S0P g lut’n
* o taevan =i ’ ' " . 4 . ALY Ooel 7w, ¢ o 74 S it
}‘0"00‘-"’ ,I . - 0"‘/40 - ":."_I . .‘n.— ool L :’ ‘. b /."' e g =¥ & o .
P Ree 72 . "r',l/"" i B Vo O I TR AT T A
o . e . ® -..' s W " of . ; "

b Apahe Junitom, A..n.:n 7..,.-_ Y R AP St B ¥ W {,ﬁ’.’. P - " *’; o o '/
donea futire 2o ¢ ¢« D g9 e Ot i p [ w'. R LN s ‘( “ {lt’ do " # -,' S
. . . g . e , s ¢ ¢ - < o Ll

Curerr e ALK 1o 3 . .’ et . Ly %! & o s

] . P Y L’ P ‘
» D00 Yoo d R, UL e - " . et e, S ¥ p /__ P
ey el e i X P s Ty X o
Mamn Faror-ug ’ A . P&, ‘

‘ Cowtori ow Pacope NU° Re svom . P LA " . : .. < )
« B i ‘»/ 'f . ®, g 't x 4’ f:'{r' . / ) "[ -.’/— N M s <

= . . ’ s P & . * - A -y o i
& Sl A 21 AP . “ < S v . T A S 'V p- } . /
:‘.‘ m‘.'..\.. '..o . . . # ' o * ," ’ ‘ .,o .- P . e 0 .”(. ¢ L . 2
JSJ4 T ‘.).,, Ly W s LAY 4 2. el 0 .’/ \ S L 2* Ve &, -
s Ll venmeer f{/‘_g,/‘-.. N Srg, e €6 ¢ o R P g £ . £, / ‘ .
OIS Mo wm ‘ ‘ ‘ : ’
: . . . - S o~ ’ —
N jm . MY sy . X ? » > - e - . > »” » & v
Q2. 0 ) P EARRE P ’r.", " -
At RN Avisim 4100 C¢' 7 "("‘/'—' N tecne te Wl ‘?p‘ (‘;:’,’ D . f- * £y 5 -
'R‘Mal'\ !. reiwy . 5 .’} . ¢ . ° - - ll f R i . A = ‘. »
. y ; d ! . ' e - . p B AR
W L 2 s B - ¢ - }'/ o V" :.. , '//(/, ¢.” 8 .C - T O

'Wl‘ Hieh N L : L FLd £ T “- N
o Mank oy, N YWanid - : s . ; / /

o . /

v (s . % . » 5 .“ s ol ; / ‘/‘ v “,/. V¥ '
..’u..'l.:mt — g '6.'.”,}.6 P .’.'-'.>.f3 2 ’ ‘.. g " “, . ‘/ 2 sl e \//;f /~L’ y.—:,/ '
* 10Y Srh Davecn §t R .'. . o *4%8 "'

Ooven 1 G . /’.""( Jiles e ',‘.'. sl /:‘;’;f /.'."\f’-’r ‘.'/' '." )/"'(v"

ARENER At Hirren Ru sy o I l.‘ _ Eauny Ay TS LY. “weo s, ; .

::-;"'n".d Waenar p '--’"l:‘.-.'(-"lvc e of 19 P 1L U TR R ‘e z <

i “‘ " o . . . p n Bh b e ° . . - . "‘-.. e .. b B

Newr o eru'; ME a2 el i ,“"//~; ..f‘,'/‘l‘g,:’:".'_",' Ol _.".r e 3‘:;...\-}',-.".-‘. ‘ ',:‘,,“‘ .“:',;,..';_, ;,--. ; ¢ oned ;

wt" 0% ol ,l..,":".. o ¥ 0“)"'/' "'./' ¥ ‘!’.- '{‘ 'Y ‘0"'0/.';: ’.:."-.“v :'. t .«“'._ N j !:' s ‘: .

i S .'" F . B bl o~ .' .l ' Vel e 4 .»'.‘—“".' v ,‘f'.)'..." . 4 il R“’.'.“._ ! ‘)'

.f . e g T ‘:’.‘-:.Q. 4 s _' - \‘o._-».. o sa¥ -.‘lg w 2N ":‘_‘:' - " .‘:‘ i A




Houston Sportsmen’s Club
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

P.O. BOX 9%
HOQULSTGN, TEXAS 77018

February 14, 1972

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Big Band National Park
Big Berd National Park, Texas 79834

Attention: Superintendent of the Cig Bend National Park
Re: WILDERNESS PROPOSAL
Dear Sir:

The Houaton Sportsmen's Club, an organizaticn of 6,000
families and its 120,000 affiliate voices in the Gulf
Coast areas, specifically rejuest that this letter become
@ part of the testimony of the wilderness hearing record
for the above Park,

We specifically endorse the following proposals for the
public interest:

l. That the b g Bend National Park remain a wilderress arca;

./.

-2+ That no construction be permitted in the Nig Bend National
Park now or in the future,

5. That all commercial visitor accommodations be removed
from the Chisos Mountain Basin and other areas,

4. That no International Bridge be constructed in the Park,
Our members believe that this Mational Park should not be-
come a sterile and antiseptic land but should remain as it

is for all to enjovy,

We welcome the opportunity of further service to the National
Park Service,

Sincerely yours,
Houston Sportsmen's Club




kocos Rotary Club

P O.00%x 610

Pecos, Texas

Mr., Georg: Hartzoz, Director
National ’ark Service
Interior Huil iing
Washingtor, D, “, 20240

Y
Dear r. Hartzog:
-
Our club xxk had the opportuniily to consider-siud;y and dlscuss
the Master Plan and the Park Wilderness Proposals for Bigs Bend
National Park,

’
Our club of _Q_é_mcmbers are w.animous in oppositiun to the
Master Plan ani the Wilderness Propnsals,

Cur club is in agre-ment with the ideas and suggestions in the

presentation as made by the €i; Bend hational ‘ark Committee,
Inc, of Alpine, Texas.

Sincerely,

Bill Mubbs, Presidor.t .
Pecos Rotary Club
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‘y__lmi.-éﬁ STATEI=ENT v i P2WPOCED WILIERTES
LECLARAL Q.! FOR ~13 uIN LATIO!
PARS 1.

BY: Jeriy P. Jchnson, AARP ARTA VII Yice Pran,

TO: Superintondent, Fis Ben Natinal Park,
Blg cen ational Park, Texas 79834

.
Using three-fourths of the Big Ben National Park for a
astily ‘eclared "WILDERNESS AREA" certainly defeats “he verv
jjurpose and intent of the State of Texas in presentin, the ig
> areas in Brewster to the llation., It was definitely given
'\Q for what it 1s now: BIC BEN NATIOIAL PARK, to be set sside
Hanh2” and apart for the bYenafit and enjoyment of the veople, not for
a chosen few. It is still called, as 1t 1s8: Lastu mited Btates
umpoliled frontler.

Such‘aotion praotically eliminates the elderly, particularly
from Toxas and the abutting four Staless Arzansas, Loul skana,
zlahoma and llew HekxXco. Thepe staites make up the AREA VII of
the Amorican Acsnciation of Retired Persons. The 113 chapters
in Area VII, op~rate tours to Eig BSen Nat!onal Park througiaout
-he seasona, which are endangered by this proposal.

Should alleged wi’ lerness preservation off-set the pleaseres
of visitors, not only from this arean "ut frcm the nation at larze,
who vi-it thias: the largest lational Park in Texas: and the moat
famous., T might add it 1s also located in the larrest county of

. Texasg,

Elfmination of three-f .urths of the park area for the benefit
of a relative few perison: es not make sense. Despite zlalims
to the ccatrary, you are making "1g "°n, in its reduced state, off-
linite to a Wotal of fifteen wmilliun ocer~ans 65 yeares of agze ang
ol der. These foliks do ot possess .'ie rstamina of the wildernear
vizsitor, They are not the type capa l» of extensive nlking carry~
inZknap-sakes and uleoping bags, tut certainly wwore entitlec to
greator consideration than you are givin..

The P1g Fen lational Parkm accori'ng to the record, has been
host Lo nearly 250,000 visitors last year, and there 12 over-
whicluing evidence that this number e ‘nereseing atnuallye. The
propoced actlion will undoubtodlycauase attendance to defreaese .

‘nere does not aprear a rinrlo inta of ‘uat:fication “or thirs
propocal and we sul"it cumplete arpocition,

Wo thanii you for thia opportunity to present our views. and
. 0p® ;ou ‘111 ‘lve thex earneat conal leratiosn,
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February 2, 1972

Mr Jin Carrithers
s Park Superintendent
Big Bend National Park, Texas

Dear Mr. Carrithers:

Andrews County Chamber of “ommerce is very interested in “he Ditare
of Big Bend National Psrk.

We would like to be on record as supporting the position o~ the West
Texas Chamber of Commerce and the Big Bend National Parks Deveiopment,
Committee of Alpine.

We feel that it is important that the Basin Area remain open to public
use, and that the wWilderness Area proposed is not desirable

Our Chamber commend': the National Park Service for your past mansge~
meat and hope West lexas can continue to attract visitors from over
the Uos. /"/7

Sinc )‘ ely ') /

LLL/bm
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Y CHAMBER OF COMMERCE + PO BOX 1890 - *1IDLAND. TEXAS 79701 « 975 683-3381

January 12, 1972

The Hearing Officer ard other Staff Members of.the National Park Service
3iq Bend National Park, Texas 79834

Re: The Wildermess Propnsal for
Big Bend National Park, Texas

*

Greetings:

The Midland, Texas Chamber of Commerce, after thoughtful consideration
on tne part of its Board of Directors and other membership personnel, desires
to go on record as being strongly Spposed to the Wilderness Proposal for Big
Bend National Park, Texas.

We believe the designation of wilderness areas in this particular National
Park to be inapplicable and in no way nceded. However, if it can be proven
that public visitation has impaired the environment, we will not strenuously
ubject to a designation of the proposed wilderness units 4 and 5 and the Maris-
cal Mountain section of unit 7 as wilderness area.

The Big Bend National Park area was purchased by the citizens of Texas
and presented to the federal Government for two purpeses:

(1) Preservation of the park area environment by means of professional
management by the National Park Ser 'ice, and

(2) Availability of the entire area to pubiic visitaticn under such rules
as would protect such environment.

[t was never intended Ly those citizens who evolved the Big Bend Park idea
or activated the estiblishment thereof that any portion of the park area should
be made off-limi is to the public by wilderness designation orother procedures.

Respectfully subinitted,

Midland, Texas Charber of Commerce

— TRy PG TNt

CJK/nt
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Dery v =2 interdenrt Caritiers:

e co.mend "né sustart the ..rntionel Fark
Service's 1ldervass sropis-l for .ig Bend
w"*ional .~ rk but etronzly cecommend re-
zovin~ =211 ov rnirht, hoire A o mr.ing
f~giliticzc, sewrre ovonde, etc. from the
shigoc iovnt-4i~r .raln.

The 2l raior dAstcrior~tion of this area 1s
evidane:¢ 1. cor~r¢ct2d soll, Aricd up s: g ~s
nd locz of suriovagin: vaiat-ti o, Tre
Cak.Cr2k volum2 of 250 ~nllonz r-~r minvie
in 1 AF B $tak 4wy 3 %O 30 wrlloes As
~inu* -,

Kor< *‘=~n adequate wrt-r is ~vnil <ls freor

"t 3 't tvo locations at Ceniza fFlite -
35 8 A ¢ e to exlctirg # ilnes or
t o t refor corontly poen rmead
3 1 1 ( é 1 B 4 | ,‘ § y . }.) -'. g - ~‘,\ (,? l 9 l. , \ o
for - | ] ¢ 1 r T
14 340 - r l-tter be ent:red 1 th2 «llloprner:

“rin* record.,
irz. 8incerely, €~ (
\\'\ ‘ ’ \\Q . .‘l

oo S. Kittel)

Le 0 O

Co Son-rosemirn Rlenrréd hite
W rntr zrerton 5 mith
Couvpr.uyeman Jin Lrienht
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DEPARTMENY OF GEOL GG NCLEN©),S

LI

UNIVERSITY o Traas ar FiL PPyeo

— Tl plione 747-5001
February 7, 1972

Natlonal Park Service ’
Superintendent, Big Bend Nat nal Park
Big Bend, Texas 79834

Gontlemen:

Our Society representing professional keologists from the El Paso Area
cf West Texus-SE New Mexico, by a vote of 24 to 10, wish to express our opposition
to the proposed Wildgroess Act (PL 88-577) for the Big Bend National Park, We

Suj port the recommenditions of the West Texas Geological Society Pertaining to the
M. ister Plan tor Big Bend Notional Park.,

Al'horgh our vote of opposition wax not unanimous, we ¢ uoanim.aus in our

SUTgr coresting the v ronment and ecology for not only the Big Be ot Park
but for ity publ Lo min,

P eet e envicoumcnt and preserve our public domain it m I wcome

NECUSSIry o Wit pubildin ae 0t e Honad and stade ks LY Femeving large
aress of Lol o0 K Semnng b S "Willdh ruess Ar. ¢S weemated Iy our
B BHEOOrIy v ae,  Howoes er, the toriy of vur Socioty toe

Is that the public is entitled
ment and study of their Pare s and lands and te o preveating
O rosinictug this treedom of “4ecess would be a violat on of our heritage

to frec S for the en

the answer to a problem as complex as the P

Tectam of the ecology and
avironment of vur pablie |

s 18 noet sofved by a simple v "0 vole, nor by
removing 1 ads fron crviee to the People; but, we feel the anwer lies in cdocation
of the publie 1o the Serlousnes< of protecting our national resouroe - by

Mirwct erforce-
ment of ‘he Liws to protec out ceology and prevent pollution o! vur ¢

nvireoment,

Thank vou for your consideration,

'ry truly .\'_'-;\f‘,"'-
,\K (.. \-'(‘ 0 Bl

AL S

)
0 E. Lockett, i'resident
DEL : 54

Cer My, Hugh N, 1} renzel, President
southw est Se Clion, ANIG

L " . » -




Hearing Officer

Pl bernt National Park
Alpine

Texas,

Deur Sir,
The enclosed is to be iuciuded in the record-of-lLecring of the

LAl R p.fur.re of the Ri,> Perd MNationnl Park - '5th Janu

de regret it i not pructical to attend this meet.ing. dow ave

heving ore ir the 't » Capitol]l or San Antonio?

of fur'ner help please contac:

Youre sincerely,

) ) oA

Diovid Msrrack . ",

for Hou:* Audu~on Society.

d Marrack,N.D.
Mulberry La.
afre, Tex. 7740
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12 Jaruary 1972

-y

Riy Gend dation,] Park - lexu:

Public flearing 15 Janvary 1972,
')

Th» following observationa ure suba! ‘.ted for consideration at this
hearing on t'.» future of this area, it's managesant and public facilities,
A, The Parks Service propocal for some Preservation areas and

S02¢ ar 45 ia Class Il "Bu'fer Zone" ia Supported if the Clase III
areas is to bp used for liméted fon-comzercial purjoses such as

instructional areas nnd possibly ‘.oter-mmu-truls's studies in

ecclogy and mansgevent since d.rect lard uansgeaent or contecl nay

be.ow reo#ssary '~ preserve Some types of flora or fauny as the
iner asing izpact of man is felt in the area; or for gcological’roasil
or Indian relic Studies. Studies irn the above be.ing lf2ited those with
acceptudle credentials nnd record,and anproved by th: Parxa Service.

The automatic cetting aside 1/6 =ile alors both sides of ~)1
FORC21 12 not justif’ad apd is indiseriminate. M3 2 ould be reduced s }"“‘{
to SO fert,

rermanant Accomodaticn and Csjj<;rqundq =  Alaatisnal facilities

should be outaide the park proper theush ;refsrably orerated Ly the
Farks Cervice and any profits received by thez. Tho:» now ar. tre

Park should KOT be expanded fxcept that,one in the tanther Junction -
Creen Culch ares is desirable and posaibly a facility neur Cartolor
(away 1rom Castolor Peak) for winter month use, lone chould be

Commercially Jsperitod,




LEds 2o Ca-y i

— - . ————

te
needad the,
atrietnd
»nd
Yqft Crx "w. t Le s1ailary {b) Cuot grolliea, v wdiitional
nunt or of suchk earps skould be permaittoy,
Ihase out 11 commerciu, eaterprize. within this Jytionn] Fark
, ’
83 13 heing pre 'iced in other oluer parks,
Thica Bagin
R

—_— e —

-Na publie ac-omodations or further buildin, s,

' T4
ko cu~pring or tnxhr.

-Ho.firer.
-ho‘concessions or comme~cial enterprises.

=0 sale of "take-away” fods or fluids,

~No hor-e stables or horse trails in t

-No gas tu‘icas -« Use Panther Junction,

=% maicienence facilities.

~Meintain a few park personal in residerce. fer ‘ecurity only,
-Proviiie ~iided nd self guided ecclo®m trails.

=onnider plana for a future need o' a1 are-way loor road

into the basin,
~Mairntain picinic sites, drincing w o ter o1 puniie corveriences,
-80 1ncrears> in rurking tacil: ties,
~Facilitate -estoration of the wurea.
This area of relict forest is A very delicute veosysten alraady

resretably dancved L, human nveruse and aisuse. Jever rectraict will

b8 neces:ary to reraerve and horefully restore rartially this nysates,




Restrictec
e rece opr
and watte di “l (*Pwn. e ete,)
water tsable re. tored,
In contrast to the Fark Uervice ;r - »al . tock .. @3 must te
saintained., "hese (u;-ort part of toe Tquna of the b and o encate
N
in mart {~r nointrussicnt, Jo - e tanks shoul« Le permensntly open
srid  others avallable on a continsenc’ basés with propriste wuter
Junrs (wind or other powered) to stadilized animal rorulstions and
protect [lorm in times of sever drought, since water supply i3 a limitirg
factor i1a this aric rezion ard i3 erratic and carricious.
The principle of flora ard fauna support i- 2cceptable andshould
rt of the =v ter rlan cecause the natural defen=e of gigration

-

"oetter” ares {8 denied by mans activities.

temrorary .- lemental food support or liciteiirri att n carsn

ve iiscarded !+~-uuse tuis park size is t0o small ard Ary to surjort
% balar «i predator-rrey long terr Leeedinz porulations,
Tuke ilive stern to elizinate peacniry,” in the r.rk and enforce
wildlife protection law + fu) y th 3 & eas
re,
i'tecs urpently for a comple entavy Mexican Mt ~nn]
votain ectensiorn of thés park to the Nortn ang
fime rreservatios ‘ and uf ‘er the nre.ent r

£ AT 4

and ricinic




I"J“Q 4

vehicles to t)..s.

e g lue Lioapt t5 v clate the | .rx with 10 urande

and na, or nihwa In the park,

. . "
“Preanrvition” {. 1T1cuit if not iapo tle to @c :ve wi: h man around

- In inerey ‘ng nuabters and it im the sntitheri. or "rublic - cceuand Tie
provlee of wanter tuble leve) changing adver:ley with incre. ins with drawls .
’
of witer inside and varse uncontroled withdrawl: outside the Tark muct ve ]

anticipated by bYaze line studies now with approprinte "follow-cn" studies,

wewage ani garbage diopoasl probleas are nl:o izjortant f .~ tne lons tern 3tabi ty
27 the sren,
Tais report frou the ~CUCTON AUTUZCN ZoCISTY was rrep:red by

S+ Marr ck, B.0.."1s Cooperant.on with rreologists, .n botanist and an ecologist
Taailiar witn the area.

£
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Dr. D. Marrack
420 lulberry La.
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Hearing Officer - Wilderness Proposal
Superintendent

National Paorl

Re: Wilde rress Proposal
B;g Bena Nativnal Park., Texas

Dear Sir:

ne West Tesas Geolougical Socicty which has 1,080 miembers and is one of
st geological societies in the world, desires to submit 11« following
to be include ] in the otficial record of the hearings v the Wilder
~al as foll ~i .
veh Nati - ) Park offers a great variety a ! « voiplexity of geolugic
whivi weciop.sts and the general public can learn a great deal

about 19¢ 0 ey of the carth, Some suggestions were offered wt the Master

Plan | riag on how 1o ¢ feve that goal,

“ienificance of the Vi end area ~hovid be recognised
f the many geologic pr vs that are active, or have boeen
A1 be available for TR it terested per o We
feel thic:  a : vly, and  rgantzed ficld tryy ¢ ald he peronitted to con-
Hinue as ie the past wndo v the conditions and policies | « ithv « rublished by
the Naticc 4! Park Seriice.
What ¢ ‘s us with respect to the vwildernes s jir g das we'l illustrated on
pare 5 ur e 1 ling Paleontological Deposits:

vertebrat 4 ;)t'!""\"’l irical !it‘p'~.l
e rk. There are thre )
Pt .___'i..'_tggr_ mture rescarcdd




Hearing Officer - Wilderness Propousal 2.

Upper Toruillo Flats - McFinney Hills area, Roadless Arcas
i and K, t1 ¢ Glenn Springs - Fresno Creek area, Roadless
Arcas C, . and G and arvund Castolon, K. «less Arcas B
and C [we would have to include Roadless Arcas L and D an
parts of Arcas A and E]. Futare rescarch acti ity in theae
arcas may require the use of motos iwed vquipmient and siruc-
tures not aceeptable in natural area v ildorness. " (Emiphasis
is added)

The recommendations proceed to place most of the potential vertebrate local-
»

ities within proposed legislated wilderness. The conclusion to be drawn is that

there will be allowed no future vertebrate paleontological re search. If this is

correct, we heartily disapprove any legislation which would inhibit research.

Both Cretaceous vertebrates (chiefly dinosaurs) and hertiary vertebrates (mam-
mals and reptiles) have been collected from the Big Bend National Park. Cre-
taceous ve rtebnt.en were ﬁ.lt reported in 1907. Collections have been made by
such organizations as: University of Oklahoma in 1939, American Museum of
National History in 1940, Texas Western College (now University of Texas at

El Paso) in 1939 and carly 1940's. Texas Technolugical College in 1947, the

American Museum of Natural Histery and The Tuxas Memorial Museum.

Tertiary verteprites were first found in 1950. John A. Wilson, in Geology of

Big Mer.] National Park. Texas. Bureau of Ecuonuvmic Geology Publication 6711,
1967, pviuts vut the imporiance of the deposits'...they contain the first con-
tinental Paleocene Eocene mammals discovered in Texas. Another structural
basin containing carly rertiary vertebrate-bearing beds may now be added to
those of the Rocky Mountaias reyion - the Sunken Dlock of the Big Bend ..., the

most southerly of such basins in the United States. Miocene vertebrates were
found and identified in 1963 and studies are far from complete. In addition to the

described localities, other deposits certainly remain to be found.

There are many natural erosional gashes in the landscape of the Big Bend; in-

deed this erosion brought to light the first discoveries of vertebrate fossils in




licaring Officer - Wildurness Proposal 5.

the region. Sou any disturbance of the surface in the scientific excavation of
sites would not be the unsigntly, out of place, and permanent scar many might
believe and is a small price for the knowledgg to be gaine d. Certainly this is
an important and acceptable use of the lands of our Nationa. Park System. Only
minimal damage to the area would result from the minuaum veuicula's access
required Ly bona fide research. Ewvidence of such vehicular accee=s would cer-
tainly be as easily oblite rated after the study was completed as would the roads

the Wilderness Study proposes be closed.

We are not advocating unlimited use of off-road vehicles or that everyone enter-
iiig the Park should be allowed to ""dig for dinosaur bones'. We are merely
recommending that authority to approve and authorize access a«.\';sue collect-
ing permits for legitimate scientific study in an area of primary interest to
vertel --+: paleontologists be retained within the National Park Scrvice and the

Department of Interior. The same applies to other fields of geologic re:earch.

Land raoanagement practices would othe rwise remain as at present for Class Il
and IV land - in other words, de facto wilderness. The National Park Service
o certainly docs not require a formal designation by Congress of wilderness to

proper!y manage the land, as is pointed out on page 18 of the Wilderness Prosposal.

In making the following recommendarions we have considered the topography as
well as the gevlogy. We suggest that the purtion of Big Bend National Park sub-
mitted to Congress for wilderness designation be linmited to these areas as shown

on the enclused map:

1. The Mesa de Anguila area, southwe st of the Terlingua Fault

or scarp;

2. Mariscal Mountain;

3. The Sierra del Carmen area from the end of the trail into
Boquillos Canyon north to the terminus of the Dagger Flat Road;




Hlearing Officer - Wildernes: Proposal

The topographic mass of the Chisos Mountains including as i*s
southe rn limit- Goat, Trap and Round Mountains, Mule Lar
Peaks, Funto de la Sierra, Domingucz Mountain, Elephant Tu.k,
Hayes Ridpe and Mugent Mount vin, but excluding Cow lleaven
Anticline and the outwash plains of thes Chisos. In the upper
elevations of the Chises otier « riteria would be the determining
factors of what arcas can legitimately be considered for inclusion
in wilderness under the definition of the Wilderness Act, so we
offer no svggestions. We wonder, however, if the Lost Mine and
South Rim trails are not developed and used to the extent that by
strict interprotation they could not be c« nsidered a part of "Wild-
erness'’.

Each of these areas has easily recognizable topographic boundaries and, with

the possible exceprdon of a portion of the Chisos, appears to meet the r “cessary

criteria for "wilderness''.

We hope that these suggestions will be considered in any future 1- zislation per-
taining tu the Wilderness Proposal, Big Bend National! Park. Texas.

Respectfully yours,

-
S -
ewart Marftin

Pre<ident




' < )
-. 2 R€Crivey
1 > « Pan v |
c‘ '.\ ' ~1! l.,v. ~/
o R AR ¥ 3D
=lERRKRA <« Lt
- o 2014 Last Bro AdY [ e ld . V60

Hearing fficer
¢/ ¢ wrerint «n ient
B1. Bend Nt nal Park, Texas 79834

N

*
He: Wilderness Proposal

Dear st

| would like this letter included in the record of the public
hearing on proposed wilderness for Big Bend National Park in
addition to the comments and material | sudmitted at the hearing
on January 15, 1972.

| was vely picased tou see that the preliminary wilderness proposal
for Big Bend Nativnal Park did inciuzZe the riparian ecosystem in
the canvons & long the Rio Grande Rives. Although riparian areas
are indeed much more capable of recovery from man's abhus<e, they

are also amosnyg the most threatened areas in the arid regions of the
Southwest. [ sk that consideration be given to incius: n 1n the
wilderness ¢t at least some representative riparian arcas ov” sde
of the canyv r <., Some limits should exist to prev: the Jev. opment
2€ fis' and f loat camps at every possible location o ‘de the
canyors, with some areas managed without substantial s, ict by

man.,

The other addtational comaent | would like to make concerns the
strean below Cuttaal Falls. The water developments here are unwisc
and untortunate. They should be removed and the ared 1w iuded with-
in the designated wilderness.
Sincerely,
. i >

V72

Loy - Ved -~’?/’
John A. McComb
Southwest Represcentative
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| have attended many Notional Park Service wilderness hoarings.  Some of these

have found the Sicerra Club and other conservation groups to have major disagreements
with the preliminary National Park Service proposal. In others, such as Big Bend,

we have been very pleased with the Park Service recommendations, and our comments

have beoen minor in nature. In all cases, however, the National Park Service has been

respons. . ¢ to public opinien.
Miny others arc far more familiar with Big Bend National Park and T will not
attempt to Z:tail the mony feztures of this -ark. 1 plan to visit the parx fo. °

few days following this hearing to partially fill this glaring gap in my knowicu,e of

the Southwest.

1 am particularly interested in the possibilit; of wilderness desigration of a
significant and rcpresentative portion of th: “ihuahvan Desert within Big Rend. The
following quotation from Aldo Leopold, the father of wilderness preservation, 18 very
appropriate. Referring to our system of wilderness he said:

"It 1s lacking, however, in desert arcas, probably belause
of that undcr-aged brand of esthetics which liiits the
definition of 'scenery' to lakes and pine troes "
This was true when Leopold wrote 1t twenty years ago and 1t remains true
Forturately, the public is developing an appreciation of the many values toun

reyions I am hopeful that the addition to the wilderness sysiem of several arcas

in th ithwest which are currently under study by the National Purk Service and the

10 90

¢
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cutinern primaraly
’
and the diasposa? g i the utility lines.
One «ontianang bone of contention between conscrval ronPs
Club and the Nationel Park Service has been the 1/8 mil2 nunupement zones botwoen th
wi lderness boundary and the park boundary which the Nationul Fark Service has con
s'stently excludad fr:yu the wilderness up until now. Ke maintain that these zones
shoul! be established only where there is a specific demenstrable need for them.

Even then the width should deperd on the nature of that need. Curtainly, the mere

fencing of the park boundary doe. not require the exclusion «f o (60 foot wide -trip.

he commend the National Park Service fer recognizing ‘hLat this sanagement 2o
is not nuedes at least in some areas of Big Bend. We were gratified to note that ne
such wats hive been proposed for those portions of the wilderness boundaries alon
the Rio Grunide in the Santa Elena, Mariscal, and Buoquillas Cannouns, We urge the Taik
Servive to carefully evaluate the remainder of the boundaries i1n Big Bend in this
same light to determane if management zoaes are rocdcd the:

The Natiomal bark Service has recommended tw

imd o radio repecater station on lmory P

cxclusions arce justified. The Root Spo
for fire control, an acceptable administrative use of wilo
station should re properly be included within the wilden
Inn hoth cases the tacilities should be evaluated to sce 1t

ind whether or not they could
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R 1 thie ral oLovernment This cclire w ' elimina®s the nevd
i tion when the rights are acquire
ir fanal eorumoent neern €he utility lines found in ™.y portiens ot the

pora. lhe farge si12e of Big Pend and the varied locations of developments have
necessitated the construction of many miles of electric powerlines, telephone 10 oo,
and water lines In two cases they arc the only feature separating two adjoining
units of wilderi .ss. Elsewhere, they bisect arecas that would otherwise qualify for
wiiderness designation.

Wheoo they were constructed, these lines were justifiably routed away from main
patkh roads in order to reduce the visual impact on the park visitor. Advances 1n

technology have now made ;wksxblc the relocation of the power and telephone lines

underground. The National Park Service should plan on the eventual rerouting of all
-

the o lanes unlercround and adjacent to roads. When this is accomplished, previously

affected arcas that would otherwise qualify <hould then be dusignated as wilderne.s.
ince a powerline is the only reason for scparating unais 2 and 3 and a water

line the only reason for scparating units 4 anl o, we urge the Natijonali Pard sService

pIve setd . feietion to ¢conbining these units . INCOr; urati
the wi : IS rTOR-CcOontorming uses High prioi’ ' ' piven to the

T % v of the powerline between units 2 and 3, while the wate: line could remain,
I horputtne Lhic | aicissd SRETTTTOPMONS SR eRn i —aheciil Ll il s adovwia! |

» ' -
dA s tact ol el 1L diciawaal ul et ronadderie—Servree
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American Assocfation ¢f !'=i sity woen s e e Richardson, Tecas 750N
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upt, Joe T. Cori /
My wi o ' N 1 s
LN ‘ ¢
A
‘l
iwear Ve, Carttho “
W are in =unport of the National Park Ser we's Wilderness Proposal
Big Bend Nqatrons]l Pork, as well as the Big tional Park Master Plan,
e shweled 1 to be 1ncinded in the record concerning the following s
points;
K

l. We urpge the vemoval of all overnight camping, horse main-
ten nce, anvl sewage ponds trom the Basin, lcaving only
dav=-=us¢ facilities,

2. w¢ flavor relocation of all facilities, now in or planned for
the Rasin, to the arca known as Ceniza Flats, approximately

four miles south of Panther Junction,

3. We urge, elimination of plans for a bridge across the Rio

¢ {
Grande River within the park boundar.esgs, Alterratives
esist outside the Park, amomng thew the one at lLa Linda
cast of the Park boundary.
We respectfully request that this letter be entered in the Wilderness
Heuring ilecord.,
\'\'X) (r'n'\' yOMIS ,
IR YA
L, .
‘v =8 l‘;_d ( /3’?)7//
Marilla C., McGregor, ~
Corre-ponding Secretary "
Environment Group
-« §




Marfa, Texas
Janaary 17, 1972

Supt. of oig Bend National Park
Big Bend Park, Texas 79834

Dear Sir:

This is in reference to the Master Plan und Wilderness
Pban for Big Bend National Park.

Although we had a representative at the meeting in
Alpine on January 15, we did not have the opportunity of
expressing our views.

We endorce the Plan of the B1g Bena National Park
Deve lopment Committee. We are in opposition to the Master
Plan and the i.iid. tness Plan.

Very fruly yours,

/‘/Ar//

’ &

(-.‘(S‘/ . 8 PPhes o

Pllot Club of Marta

Signed:; Hy Mecklin, Prestdent
Hazel Freeman, Representative




WS PECOS (Ve 7 (ommence

POST OFFICE BOX 27 — PECOS, TEXAS 79772 — 506 S. OAK ST. — PHONE (915, 445.2406

Statement made at the Public Hearing on Plans
‘?ms“ (_00,/“& fer DBig Bena National Fark a% Alpine, Texao
——— City Hall, January 15, 1972

»
I am Harold Meyer, Manager of the Chamber of Commerce in Pecos, Texas
and I am present today with authority to speak for the Pecos Chaamber
Organization, consisting of 13 officers and directors and our member-
ship consisting of approximately 220 business firms, professioral men
and individual citizen members. In addition I have letters which
authorize me to spreak for the County Commissioners Court of Reeves
County, the Town of Pecos City, the Fecos Rotary Club, and the Downtown
Peccs Lions Club.

The Pecos Enteébriso - a dally newspaper in Pecos, has take an opposing
position and a copy of it's recent editorial on the matter is included
here.

I am therefore authorized to state that the organizations and local
governnental agencies mentioned above oppose the Master Plan and the

Park Wildernmess Flan as outlined in the packet of prmmposals sent to us

from the U, S, Department of the Interior National Fark Service - pertaining
to Big Bend National Park. I am further authorized to state that the above
mentioned organizations subscribe to the proposals in the presentation of
the Big Bend National Parks Development Lommittee, Inc. of Alpine, Texas,

Respectfully, submitted,

??ﬁw.r Qe ™

Harold Meyer, Manager
Pecos Chamber cf Commerce
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PROPOSAL FOR BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK WTLDERNESS STUDY

Compiled by Rio Grande Electric Cooperative, Inc.,
P O Box 125, Brackettville, lexas

My name is Robert Pruett and,I am a Power Usc ana Member Relations re-
presentative for the Rio Grande Electric Couperat> e, Inc., with main
offices in Brackettville, Texas. The Rio Grande Elxctric Coop-rative
has Leen supplyving clectrical service to a vast rural area of FKest Texe
as since (948 and to the Big Bend Park exclusively since 1953. During
these years ve have watched and in many instances feel that we have
played a specific role in the development of this area. ke feel that

in the past several years West Texas with its Amistad kecreation area,
Big Bend \:tional Park, the newly formed Guadalupe National Park, Fort
Davis Historic site, various State Parks, development areas, and other
tourist attractions, has blossomed into the towrist frontier of the South-
west; and, no one can put a true dollar and cents figure on the economic
value of this tourist frontier, but if they could the figure would be
ast '\U’Mil’ﬂ:.

At this point let us stop and with a little projected forethought look

at the picture from o different view point. The Wilderness Proposal for
the Big Dend Natioral Park, as proposed by the Naticanal Park Service, plans
to completely curtail any fvyvther development in approximately 754 of the
Park, and in doing so will virtually make 523,000 acres of lanJ unaccess-
ible to the average tourist, What would happen to our tourist frontier

if all of the other attractions in the area were to make 75% of their a-
vailable facilities off limits to the average tourist, As soon as the
word got around I am afraid we would find ourselves in a proverbial ghost
town ur arca,

To get down to the specifics of the Wilderncss Proposal for the Big Bend
National Park, the second paragraph in the bHooklet KILDERNESS STUDY starts
by saying, and I quote, "The Big Bend country displays some of the [finest
desert and mountain scenery in the United States. [t 1s a land of drama-
tic contraste-<" (unquote), We concur with these stitements completely
and in doing so we cannot help but question howv one can conceivably make
such a stutement and in the same writing propose to preven., the average
sightscer from seeing a large part of this scenery except from a distance
of from one tog thirty miles away.

It i3 appavent that some of our forefathers had posterity in mind waen
Texas purchased this land and gave it to the lnited States Government for
a National Parkse Let us also koep posterity in mind and plan fr an ex =
panding program, not one stifled by such a Nilderness Proposal,




Rie Crande Cleslvic L

Page 2: Proposal for Big Rend National Park Wilderness Stuly

In our every day business of supplying electrical service to the puhlic,
we arc very much aware of the ever constant advances in technology ana
research. Therefore, we agree that the ecalugist and naturalist nced a
laboratory whereby their research can be carried on as well as does a
chemist or any other scientist, These laboratouries in nature can best
be supplied in areas such as the one in question because they are not
hindered by private ownership. With this in mind we feel that the Big
Bend N:otional Park should ptovide for some wilderness areas so that re-
search pursuant to our local enviromment can be carried on. However, we
feel that the precsent Wilderness Preposal should be completely revised
and the approximate percentage of land made available to the tourist and
that of the Wilderness areas completely reversed. Wherely, we would find
approximaiely 75% of the land w.%nin the Big Bend National Park opened
up to the gemeral public and 25% set aside as Wilderness areas.

In conclusion, we ould like to offer one alternate proposal; that being,
if the National} Park Service cannot see fit to make this some one half
million acres available to the gemeral public then let a large portion
of it be turned back to private owmership because we feel that it could
play just as important a role in supplying food for our ever growing pop-
ulation as it could for ecological study.

We would 1ike to commend the Natiomal Park Service on its fine accomplish-
ment in the past :nd we feel that with its knowledge and available infor-
mation ve can expect to see a Revised Wilderness Proposal for the Big Bend
National Park that is much better tailored to the area. Thank you,
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The Superintendent, Big Bend Naticnai Park, Texa: 7Y0d0

SIR, the Houston Chapter of the Americon Institute of Architects
has followed with interest the recent discussions concerning the
development of Big 3end Nationai Park, Those of us who have
visited the Park are aware of she unique character of this particulas
part of t+~ United States, The Executive Committes of the Houston
Chooter AlA directly represents over six hundred architects and,
indirectly, many more citizens in the construction industry and

has uranimously voted to urge the National Park service to:

1. Prevent the development of any mare commercial or tourist
lodgings within the P~k boundaries, and,

2. Remove the existing commercial and tourist accor \odations
from the Chisos Basin.

Would you please include this letter in the records of the hearings?

MHouston Chagler of 1
Amencan instiiuie

of Architects

2737 Buftslo Speedwa
Houston, Texas 77008
713 8622-5880

Oficers

C. Herbert Paseur
P resscent

John M. McQinty
First Vice Presicent
Raymond R. Rapp, Jr
Second Vice Presiden
J. Pless Doyle
Secretary

Michaeo! N Walker
Treasurer

Robert V. Flanagen
Past Presicent
Harry A Golemon
TSA Director

Q. E. Peck Drennan
Director

Morton L. Levy, Jr
Director

John 8. Chase
Director

Ruth Fuller

£ recutve Secretary
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Conservacion Chairman
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we have Lhad o long and auiding Ainteleste i vin PrescivVation 0. CdVes

’

lane which surrounds them. We 8@l Livw. .+ i3 tu i erecit 92 cthe

“uTk Service that they aave given so mush thouyhti ard plaaali.; to the iaicia-
’
ti0n of a proposal which will preserve o de £2 wilderness azea of such great

scientific fiancerest,

ection 2(2) of the Wilderness Act is especially spplicable to Big Beand

vwtional Purk:

In order to assure that aa increasing Population, accampaniel by
vapanding settlement and growing wechanization s DT OCCUpY

and modify all arcas within the Jnited States a0 its possessions,
léaving no lands desigrated for preservatioa and protection ia

taedy natural gond.sion, it is hercby declared to bc the policy ofF
L. congress to sccure for the Accrican people of picsent and fulure
efiesations the oenefits of an enduring resoirce of wilderacss,

e

he spivit of tuis historic ect of Congress is the very soul o a Jational
Pavk like Bi3 Bead in that so much of 1¢s land is ¢ {acio wilderness and
was only to be declared offic.ial "Jildurness'" to prescrve its content. Most

b

of the P2utk land is harah desert and mountair in wiich man may look at and

—

appreciate n.ture, bdut in which nature has no anpreciatiou of man, Several

wTuds of the Parh, however, are well suited to hecitatiog and, unfortuncsely,

wave beun sumwhat overusvd., The Chisos Dasin {s the pr..e exsaple of cthis
wrfuse and L€ pluiscs uUs that steps are being taken Lo all.w = = this
wcologicully delicate area to return to its natural stute., We salute the
Park Service tor its forcsight and plaaning in this arc . and hope that tawy
will discuie ne for further coswrcial development o the Lusin Jatod restricting

pricarily T
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Lig Lend bhational Jarrs
fexnye T9u30

Derr oirs

The Veed 'k Wish Garden Clubt of liexinson, Texas, having lol
wembers urges you to conaniger ull the consequences of in-

creasing "tourist facilities"™ uné bullding an international
bridges at Lig bend saticnal rark,

The rig Bend area is a npecial xind of place to Le enjoyed by
certain specisl kinds of peonle, people whe can ap.reciats and
enjou and protect this wild untamed wilderness. Perhape a
little more tinsel in the I'¢ray of & briuge to Mexict ani &4 lew
luzury motels would _ttract a lew more “"dollars" to lhe area.
But would theee dollaras vad to {ta priceless value? Rather
would tuey cause o gross aerreciation to its asolitu.e, beauty,
end nagnificence tound in too few placee today. 1l1s it rneceisary
to sell out ever; inch of our l:z:a to those wuo can only fiud
value in what cemufort and tiin<cis money can ouy? I1f so, weat
part of our lard cen be -~ved *"or those looking for the peace,
beauty, eimplicaity anda wouc: © found in the solitude snd zagni-
ficence of nature.

we request thuat no f{i: r dey neient O tne big pend
Fational Fark bte wndert Be this request be {iled
the record of your lrenyir -, ° e

Slncerely,

karie “. Quirein
Conservation Chirsan
wneed 'uW Wien Garden Jlub
351 ¢ el Lr.

iccinson, Texnd 7153y
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Norman, Chlahena 73539

Superintendent
Big Bend National Park
Big Bend, Texas 79830

Dear Sir:

We would like to commend and support the National pPark

Service preliminary proposal to designate parts of Big
Bend National Park as wilderness. The proposal is a good
one, and we would like to recommend these few but very im-
portant improvementss

1. Consolidate unite 2 and 3 and units 4 and 5.

2. Eliminate exclusions along roads by making
road rights-of-way the wilderness boundary.

3. Eliminate the unnecessary wilderness enclaves

: in unit 4,

4. Eliminate the unnecessary buffer zones along the
park boundary.

5. Remove power lines which scar scenic and wilder-
_ness values,

6. Considey potential of Arxreas A 2nd B as addi-
tional wvildernmess units,

We tecognize tcthe importance of wilderness protection
to assure that the wvilderness in the park back country
is never diluted or destroyed. Please consider our recom-
mendations seriocusly, as we feel they cover points in the
proposal which need to be strengthened. Thank you,

Sincerely,

Zods A/

Fenton Rood, Chairman
Sierra Club, Norman Group
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1555 Thomas Acad
Beaumont, Taxas >7706

February 1., 1972

Dear Mr. Carithars,

As Conservation Chairman of the Magnolia Garden “lub, an affiliate

of The Garden Club of America, I would like to make a statement concern.

ing the Big Bend Natiomal Park. I hope this can be a part of the

official record. If the hearing had been more widely publicized I am

Sure many nore concerned peep.e would have been there.

We are oprcsad to any commercialimm in the Chisos Basin. This

should have onlv some
Anything more will 4n
couid = d:v Yored at
quastion of available

a Jroviem,

parking facilitiss, and an interperative center.
tims destreoy it. Perhaps ovarnight facilitics
Ceniza Flats near Naget Mountain. Her= the

watsr oad sewage disposal would not be as great

“rom “ informatlion T have, I would hope that plans for tne

Ri ;rarde tride~ ad

z " 1 411 1} - , " 1 museoh 1a " 4
Soquillas will be shelv:d until a muc later Jate.

Respectfully subriited,
e o - o ,“ d& el
Yre.F.id.) Marv . S-ewald

alreman

Conservation
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PANHANDLE 2 UDORON S¢
2709 S. Fairfield

Amarillo, Teras

Superintendent Joe T. Carithers
Sig Bend Naticonal Park, Tcxas 798134

Dear Mr. Carithers:

AL a recent meeting of the Board of Directors of the Texas
Panhandle Audobon Society, there 7as an extended discussion
0of the deterioration of the Chisos Mountain Basin {n the

8ig Bend National Park. I have been instructed by the Board
to volce the following views concerning the wvelfare of this
nztlional resource. These views concern both the Big Bend
National Park Master Plan and Wilderness Proposai:

We' advocate removal of all overnight horse
and camping facilities and sevage ponds from
the Basin to a location outside the park.

We urpge restriction of faciiities 1insias the
park to interpretative and day use ti(vrnes,

We sugpest the relncation of all fFacilities,
now vxisting or plauned for the Basin, to

the area known as Leniza Flats, approximately
four miles south of Panther Junction, near
adequate water resources.

We believe there should be no bridge across

the Rio Grande River within the park boundartfes
since better alcesnative locations exist out-
side the park.

vt the Nationa., Park Service's Wildernecss

for Big Bend National Park

liv requested that (his letter re ent.red
ring Record

CO[‘i v
Cor sman Richard Whit

Preston Smit!

< .

seénator J y Tower
"‘Iul{\‘.' ::)"d PQ'"" en

L

Congressman oodb Prire




Superintendent
Pag 2
Februarvy 8, 1972

[he menbers of this organization hope the committee will seriously
consider the arguments and opinions presented here. Please include
this letter in the official rer d of the hearing.

Pespectfully,

.
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KIWANIS CLY F ALt
Rl L]
ALPINL {7 A 130
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: .

“he Moard nf Directors of The Kiwanis Club of Alpine, Texas,
meeting in reaular session on Januvary 3, 1972, with the acneral
s
memberzhip, voted unanimously to oppose the Wildernass Proposal of
the Ria Dend National Park as it is presently proposed for the reasons
set out in the nresentation of the Bin Bend National Farks Docvelopment

Committee and further to unanimcisly support the Nin Bend MNatioral

Parks Development Comei *ttee's stund on this matter.

- ‘
ned,

7 A

N
/7 (/ ' /
e = S . (J»J e
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PECOS, TEXAS

M

January 7, 1972

Mr. George Hartzog, Director
Natiornal Park Service
Interior Building
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr, Hartzog:

The Downtown Licns Club of Peco., Texas with 53
members have reviewed the Master Plan and the Park
Wilderness Proposals for Big Bend Maticnal Park and
we are _ainst the proposals,

We have studied the presentation mad oy the Big Bend
National Park Committee, Inc. of Alpine, Texas and we
endorse it.

Yours truly,

/.
</‘](4'/-'-1 /*T,//z'f?/;"? .

# O

v
/Jesse Stephens, President

Downtown Lions Club of Pecos
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385 - 85

T™his eoncerns Big Bond Natiomal Park. 1 made
=y first trip thuough ths Park in 1954, There was
Rothing thore but salichs and roek roade, Thore vers
3 or § cabins up in the Dasin, bus they were very &mali.,

On lovember 15, 1955, I wen: to the dedication of
Big Bend lational Park, expecting not more than 300
to be there, but thore Wera over 1500 people in ths Basin
that day., Thore were Quite a few people from our
neighboi people across the Rio Grande. .

T™he Park has done noth
roads, bulldings and a
in ths Park.

the roads,
8, the Aanger Station moved to
very nice Headquarters for them,

The £irst time I vent there, there was nothing but & caliehe
Pocky road going %o the Sampground soross from Boqui.las,
there is pavemant, with lots of maney "tﬁf spent cutting the

tunnsl to get there, Anytime you go to @ ocumpg “our . now, yow
find retired psople from all over the Cnitey Btates camped there,
Piue lots of local people, end it stays full throughout the vinter,
and 1s never vacunt in the summer,

There ias a clein that there is a
am of the opinion to the
Basin than it woul utiful facilities tha$ have
beon built thors, and have it 80 insecessadle to those who lowe the
benutiful Bcenery of the vasin. Theore 1o 11 the 1oom in the world
for any who 1ike to hike in wilderness. There are Wiready miles end
mniles of torritory out of sight and reaech of roads Wuere the avid
 bigore can tuavel, But we fool that by fonverting 74% of the area of
Big Bend Park to Wilderness is taking away the privilege from 0% of
those who vieit the park to enjoy the Basin Ssotion and other areas
now accessible ¢to all. The Zsrs in the country
Just for thea. Host
d.b. Mh,. .

The discusnion has elso besn that the horses take lots of water, but
L Go lmow that the horses can bs moved to the lower country wherse
there is watar, and then loaded in trucks to move to the Easin whan
thoy are nesded. I xnow a few times the horses have 8avad lives whon
they had sozmeone lost in the area,.

Concerning tourienm, the Big Bong Kational Park is the best drawing
card that we have in this area to ges psople to travel cur hichwaye
and stop along in our 1ittle towns along the way. we don't wunt them

XICo TEXAS OKLAHOMA COLORAINO NEBRASKA NORTH DAKOTA SOUTH DAKOTA

CANADA




Indernclional Parkis J/t;ﬁwa;

385 - 85

80 stop truvellng down this wvay because their interest
in Blg Bord lativnal Fark has been lesczened by the
drastio charge:s proposed to be made.

We feel that the Park yas given to the Federal Goverms=-+
by the 3tato of Texas for pesople to enjoy, not te be set
@8ide and not used for Anything. bWe beliove that the
Sovermment has spent our *ax money in good faith building
the park for the enjoyzont of the citizens of the entire
United States, and that such monay should not be wasted
by unneecessary changes and cloaing of areas, and keep
peopls out for lack orf eoncessions in the Park area,

We would like to see the Park continue Lo grow and Araw
pecple from all over the United States to see a very
anique area of our eountry.

T. C. Tubd
P. 0. Box 196
Crane, Texas

X170 TEXAS OKIAHOMA COLORADO NEBRASKA NORTH DAKOTA SOUTH DAKOTA

CANADA
L
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HIGHWAY 67 ASSOCIATION, INC
“The Rie Rend Trat™

January
Box 9006
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