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0.j Huustoit Sdurts .ne n's Club

OFFICE Of THE SFC FIE TARN,

P. 0. BOX 9)51
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77015

February 14, 1972

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Big Band National Park
Big Bend National Park, Texas 79834

Attention: Superintendent of the Zig Bend National Park

Re: WILDERNESS PROPOSAL

Dear Sir:

The HoustOn Sportsmen's Club, an organizatict of 6,000
families and its 120,000 affiliate voices in the Gulf
Coast areas, specifically request that this letter become
a part of the testimony of the wilderness hearing record
for the above Park.

We specifically endorse the following proposals for the
public interest:

1. That the is g Bend National Park remain a wilderress area.

-2. That no construction be permitted in the rig Bend National
Park now or in the future.

3. That all commercial visitor accommodations be removed
from the Chisos Mountain Basin and other areas.

4. That no International Bridge be constructed in the Park.

Our m:mbers believe that this National Park should not be-
come a sterile and antiseptic land but should remain as itis for all to enjoy.

We welcome the opportunity of further service to the National
Park Service.

Sincerely yours,
Houston Sportsmen's Club �

/
Fr J. Hradesk Secr terry
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IV tacos notary Club
P. O. U0* Ek�ti

PCCOS, Te\.�1

Mr. George Hartzog, Director
National .'eric Service
Interior :'uil sing
Washington., D. 26240

Dear "r. Hartzog:

�

A

Our club talc had the opportunity to consider -stud; anti CocusPthe Master Plan and the Pal�c Wilderness Proposals for bendNational Fare.

Cur club of AL.pemLers are ul.animous in opposition to theMaster Plan Fu.: the Wilderness Prornsals.

Cur club is in agre,ment with the ideas and suggestions in thepresentation a:; made by the eig Bend National Park Committee,Inc. of Alpine, Texas.

Sincerely,

7461314:/øe
Bill Hubt..;, Presto

Pecos Rotary Club
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,O; and apart for the )erafit and enjoyment of the people, not fora chosen few. It is still called, as it is: Last. United !Antesumpolled frontier.

11.

ihnerwan lissociation of ilelier('d Person

January ',th." 1972.
TAT1:7.1..T THE 7"?�P0 7.77D �.17LIETC:FSS

LECLARAL-0.: FOR THE 1)72;
vArix TEXAS

BY: Jerry P. ."4",:hnson, AARP kirk V7I 71oe Pro:.
TO: Ettperintondent, El Ben Yeti. lnal Park,

Big Len Texas 7!)334

Using three-fourths of the Pig Ben National Park for ahastily eclarcd "WILDERNESS AREA" certainly defeats the veryrpooe and intent of the State of Texas in p^onentlio the iigen area In Brewster to the Nation. It was le fira tely givenfor what it is nowt ;BIG BEN NATIO::AL PAR.:: to be set %side

Su :h motion proot:colly eliminates the elderly, particularlyfrom Texas and the abutt'ng four StaLest Arkansas,
Oklahoma and. These Et_ites maize up the AIEA VII of
the Amex scan Association of Retired Persons. The 113 ch-ip'_ersIn Area VII, prate t)urs to Pig Ben National Par- througoaut
he seasons, which are endangered by this proposil.

Should alleged w1" lerneso preservation off-set the pleaseresof visitors, not only Iron this area. 1)ut from the nation at larks,
wh,'J v1 71t this: the largest National Park in Texas:� and the most
famous. I might aid it is also located In the largest co.inty of
Texas.

Elimination of three -r girths of the park area for the benefitof a relative few person; es not mike sense. Despite claimsto the ccatrary, you are making -1g 7-n, in its reduced state, off-117..its to a total of fifteen miI11-n ner-)ns 55 year!, of age and
These foli-;s do Lot possess t;in rtamina of the wildernesvisitor. They are not the type caps f extol ltve r.11.1n3 carry-

in,F_knal -sakes and uleoping bans, '.;ut certainly -cre entitled toeroatlr conslierltion than you are Elvin.',.
The Pig Fen Parks to the record, has beenhost to nearly ::50 , COO 'visitors last. year, and there 13 over-whclminE, evidence that this number is '...r,-au:n7 annually. The

prupuL:ed action undoubtodlyeausewill attendance to degrease .

Mere does not 3p 7. enr a r-! :,710 iota just! fication for thinproposal and sui.` o.. lute J. pc). tIon.
Mb thrall: you far this opportunity to present cur vie�is..1 and

. ape �ill the Liar earnest c.,nnt !eroti .
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Mr Jim Carrithers
Park Superintendent
Big Bend National Park, Texas

Dear Mr. Carritheres

�

:1 February 2, 1972

Andrews County Chamber of Commerce is very interested it fqt.are

of Big Bend National Park.

We would like to be on record as supporting the position 07 the West
Texas Chamber of Commerce and the Big Bend National Parks Development.
Committee of Alpine.

We feel that it le important that the Basin Area remain open to public
use, and that the allderness Area proposed is not desirable

Our Chamber cximend. the National Park Service for your past m,aawe-
ment and hope west texas can continue to attract visitors from over
the U.S.

1.1.1./tm

k,

( *se,:
. Long ry,

Manager

_ sermireal scogym. erriFrin
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OF COMMERCE- � P BOX 1810 � MIDLAND. TEXAS 79701 � 6R1-11
MI II NI

�

January 12, 1912

The Hearing Officer and other Staff Mentors cf.the National Park Service
Dig Bend National Park, Texas 79834

Re: The Wilderness Proposal for
Big Bend National Park, Texas

�

' "4 Greetings:

The Midland, Texas Chamber of Commerce, after thoughtful consideration
on tne part of its Board of Directors and other membership personnel, desires
to go on record as being strongly opposed to the Wilderness Proposal for Big
Bend National Park, Texas.

* t

�

�

We believe the designation 0* wilderness areas in this particular National
Park to be inapplicable and in no way needed. However, if it can be proven
that public visitation nas impaired the environment, we will not ,trenuously
object to a designation of the proposed wilderness units 4 and 5 and the Maris-
cal Mc.�itatt. section of unit 7 as wilderness area.

Thu dig Bend National Park area was purchased by the citizens of Texas
and presented to the federal Government for two purposes:

(1) Preservation of the park area environment by means of professional
management by the National Park Ser 'ice, and

(2) Availability of the entire area to public visitaticr. under such rules
as would protect such environment.

It was never intend ay those citizens who evolved the Big Bend Park idea
".* or activated the es t-,) s)13ent thereof that any portion of the park area should
ill be made off-limits to the public wilderness designation øruttier procedures.
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!:11 rnir'ht, � -1 1- -11uf-
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The Et Paso Geolrn;ical ..-%ociet
i'�,�1 ( M.:1)1 1:(;Ii SCIr.N(

`itirit.411* Ti %; l�: r

February 7, 1972

National Park ,Service �
Superititcnik.nt, Big Bend Nat Park1:ig hood, Texas 7�� ;t1

Gentlemen:

�

phone 747-f.:��1

Our Society representing professional geologists from the El Paso Areacf West Texas-sE New Mexico, t,y a vote of 24 to 10, wish to express our oppositionto the proposed %Vilticrness Act IPL 8P-:1771 for the Big Bend National Park. %1�et .j port the recommendations of the best Texas Geological ticci�t� pertainiag to thet�tt.�r Plan tor Big Bend National Park.

Aittue.gh our vote -ppositi(�n *.e4 not unanimous, we .1 � t. unanimous in ourso � Tor: th,- ,...iconnicnt and ecology for not only, the Big Be �"! Parkbut fur al� pieta � 'tin.

t � ; r ,tor �n�itoutsi�ut .an�l prrecorto� our public it t� comeith .t� sa � and malt rct.eþIng large
seelessart .1, �

ut I ,r c! C... 04 MIAMI' ing �0, � IS �ø%% ad, mess Art N .s 6. � � waled 1) ourintivE)rit't þ However, the in ijoriit of our S.wiet) it el:. that the public is entitled
�

to fret� for the evil 11141 study id their park .and and ,t preventingor ri freedom access would bt� a violatttin of our herictgt
thy answer to a problem as complex as the toots t,ttti f the ecology and1�nyt ronnient of our public, is not solt.eil by a simple 1,

� ao vote, nor byremoving I �1. frost, -enact. to the people; but, we Ice! the answer ties tr educationof the negate to the seriousness of protecting our national resisters - 1�5 .tt I( r enforce-ment of .1, laws to protect our ecology and prevent pollution of our en,
you for your consideration.

I)!.!.: Mil
Mr. Hugh N. I reniel, President
'southwest St.t.tit,o, A %IV.
P. 834� � ! 1. � ��

Very truly

14���þ\r.
I). 1.. rt, President
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befit. sir,

The *ELlo:�ed in to be i;�el..:ded i' the record-of-Lerring of the

on the.f ..re of the Pere Utional Park - f th 1e.�72.

nt

We regret it 1 not practical to attend this me,��.r;,. Ao. aLx-.t

orr it or Zln Antonio?

Q,in be of runner help ;lease cont-�,-....

Your nincerely,

Narrack *NJ.
Mulberry La.
afro, Tex. 77401
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12 Junulry 1972

Ri Bend Xation-,1 Park - ';ex;,,

Public Heftrine 15 :ouary 1972.

Th' following ohservaticra are

hearing on t%.? future of thin area,

A

CL

�

eubmia.ted for consideration at this

it's management and public facilities.

The Parks Service" proporal for sone preservation areas and

"Serer Zone" is suclorted if the Class III

heated n:m-commercial purposes such as

possibly "moter-nature-trails";
studies in

and, meth cement mince rant lard management or control may
be..odeneeOseary tn preserve some types, of flora or faun., as the
incr.ftninc vart.c! f rail

or Indian relic studies.

acme. ar A.., in Class III

areas is to by used

instructional areas and

accept.: le credentials

is felt in the area;

Studies in the above

or for ceologicalpfossil

bane limited those

and record and approved by th. Pares Service.
The sutolstic Letting aside lAs mile alcr: both side: of -11

Tonal is not justir'ad and is indiocricirmte.
'1Ai be reduced 41� J� 4"���

to 50 feet.

icrcenurt Accnr od i tier' anal Carr '1.1%rdo. A1..it�.r.11 facilities
should be outside the phrk proper though, preferably

overate, Ly the
Parks ..:ervice and any profits received by them. Thor, now ar. the
nark should NOT be expanded .-,scept thatiohe in the i�nther

Green Gulch area

:unction
is desirable and possibly a fAcility near Cariolor

(away 1 ran CaLitolor Peak) for winter month ur.e. should be
commerciAll: hers, tod
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� master or :luck carps 3tmuld be pormi.tco.

out 'Al comm0rcia. 'enterprise.. within this ::ltioaki Peek

as is Laing pre *iced in
A

other olaer perks.

Chip, Marin

-Ns public acrqmodstions or further �ouilriint-,:s.

-No carping or trillalr.
-lib firer.

-No concessions nr come -c1h1 enterixise .

-:.r) sale of "take -atiAy" f�As or fluids.

horse stables or horse trail, in

-No eas tations - Panther Junction.

- 1^ mac:mance faeilities.

-Maintain a few park personal in reAl..te.ew. for :security only.

,raided And self guided *bides trills.

-.Zonrid40r ',inns for a future need c' A ,mr� -wly loor road

into the basin.

-P.Jtvtain picinic sites. drineing w '.r b. r rse�lic ennvetieseem.

-No increase in t'Irking fact' ties.

-Facilitate restoration of the tires.

This area of relict forest is n very deftest. 0.1 already

regrettably dam :wed L.; human overuse and mistime'. Sever re trill. � will

be necceoary to !�r3erve and hatefully restore this
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rusts ',wind or other rower�i) to stabilized fulins1 retulJ-tions and
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vehicles

'� 1 r t :woo t3 v elate th� .A0 .;rindf. Lri0;ei
cr n�bwn::. in the rqrk.

"Preranrwiticn"
� difficult if lilt :le t, ac :Ye wi :h man around

in inc r.- .ng master, and it is the ,,ntithe:i ;:t. "public � Ti.^
problem of water ti b;e leve.l.� changing adver..ley with incre.1 .1017 withjirawls
of water inside and bþIr.:eluncontrele.i wit! iruw1c o., hide tne

L�e

b:' same lire studies no� with 41prorrinte "follow-er."
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January I I . 1972

�

Hearing øtilt �� r - Wilderne- s Proposal
þit.poriti!elident

i Its ft \ .ti�tnal
itit� Rend. 1 �Nati PP, t�;

�

Re: Wilderness Proposal
Big decal National Park. Texas

Dear Sir:

� I �

ne ?Vest Ti� \JS �!..;e0lUitiCal SOCit t% which has 1.080 member,. aria i' ��ne
t Ken :ctics in the world. desire, to I; ing
to he Iin.ltod� in the 1..1 rectuti of the hearing- tike. r

� -4- as (sill � s;

-rise ltig 1�� Nati .1 Park offers a great variety a Id onside �t geologic
f�atu�.��. r.�u; 4e���:...14: its and the ...�neral public cast learn a great deal
shown i .r% �4 the earth. Some .�stioff were I�ffer� �(I the Master
Plan � :1 r��te. f�ti how to .�. 't ?.� that goal.

�

W�� ft. II � Ow u` � ierilit ante of the hi,. itvnd a 'ca -hot 1(1 by recogni/��
tl�at f the many geologic pr r that are active!. or base t.. en

.1% t e. ; 7! the t. ! I be available for � t.,1 !�� 11; t h rested re- r - \%C

feel lira, .i�It study. And rganived field trot III! he per nittt�d to eon-
.little 1 iv "se past rtool. the conditions and rolit I. � .Its � � .1�Iished by

the Nati � ..�! Park St�r:ii-e.

What c.e..vr,..4 ,pith r.�-þ,ect to the v ildernes� for %%�ll illustrated on
pave S u. ..�r the he .,�ing !'ales Deposits:

'.1 tttt..lrtt !vertebrate, paleontological deposit- have ��.�1�1
� � vered rilt� r..Iw s 4".cher.� are th rt�t�
that ��th�r 1.1r, .t_v, r.11.11 for future re:-..� � NI,. Tt.t.y r. it. the_
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Hearing Officer � Wilderness Prop� al Z.

Upper Tors i Flats - McKinney area. Roadless Areas
and K, tl I actin Springs - .no Creek area. 10).-ulichs

Ar.�as C. and G and around Castol�,n, 11...411ess Areas U

and C (we would have to include Roadless Areas L and 13 alai!

parts of Areas A and V.I. future research acti ity
areas may reqUite the use of fl otorived equipment and struc-
tures not acceptable in natural area i t i. me (Emphasis
is added)

The recommendations proceed to place most of the potential vertebrate local-

ities within proposed legislated wilderness. The conclusion to be drawn is that

there be allowed no future vertebrate paleontological research. If this is

correct. we heartily disapprove any legislation which ..ould inhibit research.

Both Cretaceous vertebrates (chiefly dinosaurs) and 'tertiary vertebrates (mam-

mals and reptiles.) have been collected from the Big Bend National Park. Cre-

taceous vertebrates were fist reported in 1907. Collection? have been made by

such organizations as: University of Oklahoma in 1939. American Museum of

National History in 1940. Texas Western College (now University of Texas at

El Paso) in 1939 and early 1940's. Texas Technological College in 1947. the

American Museum of Natural History and The Texas Memorial Museum.

Tertiary vertebrates were first found in 1950. John A. Wilson. in Geology of

Big 1 Park._ Iexa,. Bureau of Economic Geology Publication 6711.

1967. p./1:. ts out the importance of the deposits"... they contain the first con-

tinental Paleocene 1:,�cene mammals discovered in Texas. Another structural

basin containing early "iertiary vertebrate-bearing beds may now be added to

those of the Pocky Mountains rekiori - the Sunken Block of the Big Bend ,... the

most Auutherly of such basins in :he United States." Miocene vertebrates were

found and identified in 1961 and studier are far from complete. In addition to the

described I s . other deposits certainly remain to he found.

There are many natural erosional gashes in the landscape of the Big Bend; in-

deed this erosion brought to light the first discoveries of vertebrate fossils in
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Hearing Officer - Wilderness Propu.:al

the Su any disturbance of the surface in the -.,;entifi. A% ition of

sites would ri,,t be the unsightly, out of place, and permanent scar many might

Certainly this is
believe and is a small price for the knowledge to be d.

an important and acceptable use of the lands of our Nationa.

minimal damage to the area would result from the minimum

vehicularrequired by bona fide research. Evidence of such

tainly be as easily obliterated after the study was completed

the Wilderness Study proposes be closed.

Park System. Only

ve:Iicula: access
would cer-

s would the roads

We are nut advocating unlimited use of off- road vehicles ur that everyone enter-

thei. g Park should be allowed to "dig for dinosaur bones". We are merely
.s.o.�

access AþoiSSUC collect-
recommending that authority to approve and authorize

ing permits fur legitimate scientific study in an area of primary interest to

vertþ 1.7 paleontologists be retained within the National Park Service and the

Depart-lent of Interior. The sank- applies to other field of geologic re-

Land management practices would otherwise remain as at present for Class III

and IV land - in other words, de facto wilderness. The National Park Service

certainly dm, not require a formal de .ignation by Congress of %intlerness to

properly manage the land. as is pointed out on page 18 of the Wilderness Prosposa:.

In making the tollov.ing recommendations we h tie consie.e red the topography as

well as the. geology. We suggest that the portion ;lig Bend National PA Park sub-

mitted t., Congress for wilderness designation be li ,teal to these areas as shown

on the enclosed map:

1. The tlesa de Anguila area, southwest of the fertingtia Fault

or scarp;

2. Mariscal Mountain;

1. The Sierra del Carmen area from the end of the trail into
11.)quillos Canyon north to the terminus of the Dagger Flat Road:

�
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Ilea ring Officer - Wilderness Proposal 4.

4. The topographic )1 Chisos Mountain., including Ps

southern limit, Goat, Trap and Roland, Mount illS Mule Lar
Peaks, ?unto de la Sierra. Mountain.
Hayes and nigent Mount 'in. lest excluding Cow Ilea.en
Anticline and the outwash plains of thesChiso:4. 1þ1 the upper

elevations of the Chisos ott.er triteria would be the determining
factors of what areas can legitimately be considered for incluAun
in wilderness under the definition of the Wilderness Act. we

offer no suggestions. i�'e wonder. however, if the Lost Mine and
South Rim trails are not developed and used to the extent that by

strict interpretation they could not be c, nsidered a part ,,f "Wild-
erness".

Each of these areas has easily recognizable topographic boundaries and. with

the possible ex. eption a pr,rti,in of the Chisus. appears to meet the -!cessary

criteria for "wilderness".

We hop. that these suggestions will be considered in any future 1- ,tislation per-
taining to the Wilderness Proposal. Big Bend National Park. Texas.

JSM:gf

Respectfully yours.

Stewart NI.,i in
Pre - i dent
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January :h. 1972

�

Il�ar þ�ff lamer

NIIrnl'Int � lent
Rend Nit ..II Park, Texas 79834

a

Re! Wilderne-.5 Proposal

Pear

�
1/4

I would like this letter included in the record of the public
hearing on rroposed wildcrr�ss for Big Pend National Park in
addition to the ..)settnents and material I submitted at the hearing
on January

w.1 ' pleased to sec that the prell,Inary willerness proposal
for Rig Bend Nit? tvaa I Park did inchve the riparian ecosystem in

�..tv�ons alon,; the Rio Grande Rivet. Although rIparian areas
are mare capable of recover) from man's ahuse, they
are also :im.�116,-, the most threatened areas in the Alia reboot's of the
iota . I mask that consideration be giver, to in the
wilderness t least some representative riparian arias en-
of the .inv Sone limits should exist to prev-.2 The �!e�, opment

fis� and float camps at every possible location t. 'de the
with some areas without substantial .2tict 1%

r. in.

rite oth�r .ad.t � t Iona 1 comment I would like to make concerns the
stre.�r. ',close Cattail falls. The water developments hart arc 'Intelv and 4.1torttiti-,te They should be remised and the area with-

frit: designated wilderness.

V!..01

. �.4 ..t� t lies

.10 `in i . P3.4 r
".t .1. .1.

t:ift t. R. `�trt itt
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Joh*� k

' !1". ' �s; %.1 I :k '
1. I i I.. � I 10.: 111:

. �
� I
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��t�..���.t I. :1 .�

h :t . t 111t ���� .fl "iy territory in 1iLf� t Iron

our 2..inht,.. is It ' John Muir, the Sierra h�.. to he strwir:l?

c ! nanigement of our national parks and in of wild--

nes . �
I have att..� :�'e4 many C.t tonal Park Service wildernes. wrings. Sonic of these

have found the Sierra Club and other conservation groups to hai� *ajar disagreements

with th� preliminary National Park Service proposal. In others, such as Big Bend,

been very pleased with the Park Service recommendations. and our o.ments

have tteli minor in nature. In all cases, however, the National Park Service has born

respun...e to public' opinion.

Many others arc far more familiar with Big Bend National Park and I will` �ut

attempt to the wony features of this 'ark. I part to visit the part,

tew days followin.; this hearing to partially fill this glaring gap in my knowitaLc of

the southwest.

I am particularly interested in the possibility of wilderness designation of a

significant and representative portion of th' hihuahoan Desert within Pig item!. The

following quotation from Aldo Leopold, the father of uild(rness preservxtiol. very'.

appropliote. Referring to our system of wilderness he -aid:

"It is lacking, however, in desert areas, probably beziuse
of that undk.-aged brand of esthetics %Lich 1 i its the

definitinu of 'scenery' to lakes And pine tier.."

lhis u.iþ true when Leopold wrote it twenty yelrs ago and it remains true today.

Fortuvo'fly, the public is developing an appreciation of the many values imam. in kiesli�

I am hopeful that the addition the wilderness �y- em of several area%

in the � :st��c�.t which arc currently study b) the National Park Service and the
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P -tan of Sport Fi�' .t� not PitIJI:fe voll it

Leopold. 1� .11 n 4 1� t

the b. , � to

wits 1,1 � ..1! ,� .�.1J when I rt '

Prooper.ii tel �� t it I Park

the. vatt e�.1.` � of st.1.11 ale Inc %RI I�!�

�

� � � � "sþ .I�

Ie *1.

ø.t�

�isp-�

þu! ;�.rat � Vu: � , concern prim.] r 1 J y details uf 1
. .st 1 , ! t

and the ditlit1�1/ ion the utility lines.

hill` bone of contention between cs.t�.�, IN..: � Is as the. S..

Club �titi tilt Nat i an.. Park Service has been the 1/8 milt, itan.srement zone:, hetWliit tie'

wilderness bu�iniarþ and the park boundary which the Nat Park Serb has coil-

silently excluded from the wilderness up until now. lie oliyit.iin that

should be established only where there is a specific demc.n" fable need for

Even thin the width should depend on the nature of that need. Certainly, the were

fencing of ',the; park boundary doe. not require the ex.: 111`.1 660 foot wier. -trip.

he commend the Nat is,ins1 Park Service for recogni:ii�i �hat this .:...inagem�i�t zone

is not iit -ede,: at least in some areas of Big Bend. We were s.,rat i f ie.! to note that no

have beer proposed for those portions the w i �1.1e .s boundaries

the Rio Gr.v.ir in the Santa Elena, Mariscal , and L. lasI C:.: � ns. We urge the Park

Service to carefully evaluate the remainder of the boundaries Bend

sane tight to determine if management zones are ',idea there.

The Nat soins1 I 11I Service has recommended tu�� ;acre enclaves Atutal.1

(toot '.ring tablet and u radio repeater station on Inory Ps .sk In fit�, thor rase s!.� I.

bel Irv( t hat 11 exclusions Are justified. The Root Sp? it �.� Cabin is used i�a�

for fire control, an acceptable administrative use of Ills the radio is.v..ts,

station should tore pi oiler 1 y be included within t he wi Id � � e, a non ontor: '114; t.

In KO cast. tl,e lit ies should be evaluate.1 see tt they are genii Inc 1 �

at 110 � 10. t aula � sail whether or not they could ietos...te,1 iii 11 time: t
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rot.. . of the p,.k

1.�� also Comm ' � ' � �

the n�l,fe.

� lima! 1' 1� '� cut I,- � `,1 t ti 11,�, . I t :

r

. � 4 � air Rend. � �
�

P 1 t : rot tt . :4 it �

:t1 t tt *. . � -I tl.. t�� int :!�J with.: ���� Ir!t Yof ntts

!� !i.ii.V. I � þ 10 .1 .� the � � i .. . � orb.tt is ..l I v be0��� A p.irt ,.; �1.4. ,...�,i, � � ..;'` .1

�
IT? .�. 1 � . "-. the � !� 1.11 ,.nvertracrit . This r-ce! Ire w. ,

'
el imina:^ the need

I� . : �n7;1 action when the rights are acqull.

CJT" 1.111.41 eviamkut concern the utility lines found in ���ti.y �,rtiens of the

park. Thi� large size of Big Pend and the varied locatiuns of develorero-As

necessitated the construction of many mites of electric telephone 1: .

and wator 1 In two cases they arc the only feature separating two adjoining

units of wilJert_ss. 1-1!�cwhere, they hisect areas that would oth�rwis� qualify for

wilderness designation

10 1-!. they were constructed, these lines were justifiably routed away from rain

r�4ds in order to reduce the visual inFact on the park visit(.r. Advance, in

technology have now mode possible the relocation of the newer and telephone lines

underground. The \aloud Park Service should clan on the eventual rerwiting of all
�

the lines and adjacent to roads. When this is previously

a�i�ttio that would otherwise qualify �qiuulA !hen be (ILI�ignaf�d as wilderne,s.

a r,we!line is the only reason for serrating units 2 and 3 and a water

line the only reiþ4.N fur separating units 4 and we urge the National pail Nervice

et I 11!.. 1 � to e...bining these units : incur;`,Eating the lines

the IV1.-0011��rMing uses. High Oven to t�

A (�l. :le lowerl.t.c between units and while the wi... line could remain.3,
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Richardson, Texas 751En

4 f.

t.
. e

heir ('..this \4 ' 4 �

the Ric
We are in support o! the National Park Serv..:�.'% viiiderness Propo--a

Mend %Itional P -k, a4 well as tional Park Master Plan.

we lei 1 it to hi� in the record cone erninot the if4lowinp:
point.:

�
1. We urge the I�esioval of all overnight camping. horse main-

t� �n .n. e. 4.�� Ice ponds Iron the Bain, Lai ling only
dar-a4� locill'ies.

2. 4v favor relocation of all facilities, now in or planned for
tale to th� area known as Cen_za Flat,, approximately
rear miles south of Panther Junction.

3. We urgt% elimination of plan., for a bridge across the Rio
Grande 'River within the park boundar.es. Alterr4tives
cx.1..t outside the Park, 'talons thew the one at is Linda
east of the Park boundary.

N.� respect fully request that this let ter he entered in the wilderness
Hearing Record.

V�ry tr..ly yours,
1

v1,--1 IL_ Q'
marina C. McGr.:gor.
Corr.. Secretary
Fnvironment Genii;.
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Marfa, Texas

January 17, 19 72

Supt. of pig Bend National Park
Big Bend Park, Texas 79834

Dear Sir:

This is in reference to the Master Plan and WildernessPlAn for Bic Bend National Park.

Although we had a representative at the meeting inAlp.ne on January 15, we did not have the opportunity ofexpressing our views.

We endor,e the plan of the nig Bend National ParkDevelopment Committee. We are in Opposition to the MasterPlan and the ,.tidetness Plan.

Very truly yours,

Pilot Club of Marta
Signed: Hy Macklin, President

hazel Freeman, Representative
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TEXAS

Land of

Comic"'

POST OFFICE BOX 27 PECOS, TEXAS 79772 - 506 S OAK ST - PHONE 1915, 445.2406

Statement made at the Public Hearing on Plans
frr big Reno National Park at Alpine, Toxao
City Hall, January 15, 172

I am Harold Meyer, Manager of the Chamber of Commerce in Pecos, Texas
and I am present today with authority to speak for the Pecos Chamber
Organization, consisting of 18 officers and directors and our member-
ship consisting of approximately 2-30 business firms, professioral men
and individual citizen members. In addition I have letters which
authorize me to speak for the County Commissioners Court of Reeves
County, the Town of Pecos City, the Fecos Rotary Club,, and the Downtown
Pecos Lions Club.

The Pecos Enterprise - a daily newspaper in Pecos, has take an opposing
position and a copy of it's recent editorial on the matter is included
here.

I am therefore authorized to state that the organisations and local
governmental agencies mentioned above oppose the Master Plan and the
Park Wilderness Plan as outlined in the packet of proposals sent to us
from the U. S. Department of the Interior National lark Service - pertaining
to big Bond National Park. I am further authorized state that the above
mentioned organizations subscribe to the proposals in the presentation of
the Big Bend National Parks Development committee, Inc. of Alpine, Texas.

Respectfully, submitted,

()IA.(
Harold Meyer, Manager
Pecos Chamber cf Commerce
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PRoPt�a.11. FOR BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK WILDERNESS STUDY'

Compiled by Rio Grande Electric Cooperative, Inc.,
P 0 Box Brackettville, le`-ts

My name is Robert Pruett and,I am a Power l's.2 anti Member Relations re-
presentative for the Rio Grande i:lectric Cooperat) e, Inc., with main
offices in Brackettville, Texas. The Rio Grande El,ntric Coop- rative
has been ..upplving electrical service to a vast rural area of West Tex-
as since 1')�18 and to the Big Bend Park exclusively since 195.1. During
these years t:e have watched and in mirky instances feel that we have
played a specific role in the development of this area. �e feel that
in the past several years West Texas with its Amistad Recreation area,
Big Bend National Park, the newly formed Guadalupe National Park, Fort
Davis Historic site, various State Parks, development areas, and other
tourist attractions, has blossomed into the tourist frontier of the South-
west; and, no one can put a true dollar and cents figure on the economic
value of this tourist frontier, but if they could the figure would be
ast ur,

At this point let us stop and with a little projected forethought look
at the ;mixture from a different view point. The Wi'derness Proposal for
the Big Bend National Park, as proposed by the National Park Service, plans
to completely curtail any Nether development in approximately 75% of the
Park, and in doing so will virtually make 523,000 acres If land unaccess-
ible to tho average tourist. What would happen to our tourist frontier
if all of the other attractions in the area were to make 75% of their a-
vailable facilities off limits to the average tourist. As soon as the
word .tot around I am afraid we would tind ourselves in a proverbial ghost
town ..r trees.

To get down to the specifics of the Wilderness Proposal for the Big Bend
National Park, the second para� -,-anh in the !,...klet VIIDERNESS STUDY starts
by saying, rind I quote, "The Big Bend country displays some of the finest
desert and mountain scenery in the United States. It is a land of drama-
tic contrast - - -" (unquote). lie concur with these statements completely
and in doing so we cannot help but question how one can conceivably make
such a statement and in the same writing propose to Breves; the average
sightseer from seeing a large part of this scenery except from a distance
of from one to thirty miles away.

It is apparent that some of our forefathers had posterity in mind seen
Texas purchased this land and gave it to the United States Government for
a National Park. Let us also keep posterity in mind and plan f r an ex -
panding program, not one stifled by such a Wilderness Proposal.

rI Maries dlawasd. Pandas. Toad Coosioussoom
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Page 2: Proposal for Pip Pend National Park Wilderness Study

In our every day business of supplying electrical service to the

we are very much aware of the ever constant advance.; in technology and

research. Therefore, we agree that the ecOltisit and naturalist need a

laboratory vhereby their research can be carried on a2 well as does a

chemist or any other scientist. These laboratories in nature can best

be supplied in areas such as the one in question because they are not

hindered by private ownership. With this in mind we feel that the Big

Rend N.Aional Park should ptovide for some wilderness areas so that re-

search pursuant to our local environment can be carried on. However, we

feel that the present Wilderness Pre�osal should be completely revised

and the approximate percentage of land made available to the tourist and

that of the Wilderness areas completely reversed. Whereby, we would find

approximately 75% of the land w`thin the Big Bend National Park opened

ve up to the general public and 25% set aside as Wilderness areas.

In conclusion, we ;:ould like to offer one alternate proposal; that being,

if the National Park Service cannot see fit to make this some one half

million acres available to the general public then let a large portion

of it be turned back to private ownership because we feel that it could

play just as important a role in supplying food for our ever -rowing pop-

ulation is it could for ecological study.

We would like to commend the National Park Service on its fine accomplish-

ment in the past ,n� we feel that with its knowledge and available infor-

mation we can expect to see a Revised Wilderness Proposal for the Big Bend

National Park that is much better tailored to the area. Thank you.
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The Superintendent, Big Bend Natknoi ?arts, Texas 75'0.3u

SIR, the Houston Chapter of the American Institute of Architects
has followed with interest the recent discussions concerning the
development of Big Bend Notional Park. Those of us who have
visited the Pori( ore aware of the unique character of this particular
port of United States. The Executive Comittee of the Houston

oter MA directly represents over six hundred architects and,
indirectly, many more citizens in the construction industry and
has unanimously voted to urge the Notional Pork service to:

1. Prevent the development of any mare commercial
lodgings within the P'-'c boundaries, and,

2. Remove the existing commercial and tourist actor
from the Chisos Basin

or � tourist

Nodø t Ions

Would you please include this letter In the records of the heart's?

Pittston CharAs� es 11
Americas Maims
at Archit�cla
7737 Buffalo Spools.
Houston. Texas 770t41
713 822 -8880

011kers
C Herbert PoseurPratt
John PA Mc 0 , rfty
friar VK � P' 64,0�w
Ra (mond R Rapp. Jr
Second Vice e�ed�n
J Pleas Doyle
Sac 'Very
AtItcnato N vV�ik�t
7,��.iura,
Robe, t Flanagan
Past President
Hairy A Oolomon
T SA øfrock*,
0 F Peck Droner
&recta,
Motion l Linty Jr
Director
John 8 Chase
DArtoc rot
Ruth Naar
I moulIe� Secretary
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The Weed 'N Witty Garden of LdlcAinooL, lol
ILemLers urges you to conftioer con3er..uenceo of sn-
creasing "tourist facilities" and bui.Laing an international
tricp;es at Lig bend
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� � am,

:the, Lig Bend area ip a special kind of place to _e enjoyed by
certain special ;rinds of people. people wno can up,:eciate and
enlou and this wild untamed wilderness. Fernupts
little more tinsel in the for.., of a briuge to Mallet; and o lew
luxury motelø would attract a few more "dollars" to the area.
But would these dollars end priceless value? Bather
would t2ey cause u ernes clrr,.:intion to its aolitu-e, beaut,,
end magnificence found in too few places today. le it J.eceL%�sry
to eeli out ever; inch of our 1.7.a to thou, vi.lo can only fl..a
value in what c.r.fcrt Loney can Guy? If so, wL4t
part of our land can - those looking for the peace,
beauty, simplicity and foams in the solitude
(teem:. of nature.

b:e requeat that no S. :t. the big head
National lark Le request be riled

record of your "Iv

Lurie �-;. (uizeit.
Conservation C!..ir:Lan
Weed 9,4 Wien ti;I:%1C4 ..1Ut)
3510 Lin Lr.
IcAinson, Texas 71)39
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Superintendent
Big Bend National Park
Big Bend, Texas 79830

Dear Sir:

� ri �
Nyman, 04:.*L. 4

We would like to commend and support the National park
Service preliminary proposal to designate parts of Big
Bend National Park as wilderness. The proposal is a good
one, and we would like to recommend these few but very
portant improvements:

1. Consolidate unite 2 and 3 and unite 4 and 5.
2. Eliminate exclusions along roads by making

road rights-of-way the wilderness boundary.
3. Eliminate the unnecessary wilderness enclaves

in unit 4.
4. Eliminate the unnecessary buffer zones along the

park boundary.
5. Remove power lines which scar scenic and wilder-

ness values.
6. Consider potential of Areas A end B as addi-

tional wilderness units.

We tecognize the importance of wilderness protection
to assure that the wilderness in the park back country
is never diluted or destroyed. Please consider our recom-
mendations seriously, as we feel they cover points in the
proposal which need to be strengthened. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Fenton Rood, Chairman
Sierra Club, Norman Group

, �

� 4. I

f;
R /972

t 'cr
i"If0A �

`,5S . ���

1:a=

�

� �� � � amour. � � � � ��� � i������þ����� � ��������� � � .� � fing. ��� NI � ������

� it ,

� �

12�?

� � ��
. �

�

�

t �

. �

� I.

5
A

-. ���

� 73:2

.1 .

i �
11. 1

t 1
...,,- c , . -_/

�

1.-----4 '
11

," þ



�

I

mosses � Clasegt� Ci,ve

, I " .4.144 C742,1,:71 eiti4
il )

....., I tþ 411, _........,
.4171 1...4 4,1. �,111EAUMONT. TEXAS

crisp ;law colib þ
-

--

�

ft6 1912

t- RECEIVED4 r4 to II12 ..8,
ir �
e* fle" .4 ralst .'

�-:
c ,

þft.`;;1,!:)"

Dear Mr. Carithers, �

1555 Thomas load

Beaumont, Texas 71706

February 11. 1972

As Conservation Chairman of the Magnolia Cardin :lab, an affiliate

of The Serdsn Club of America, I remad like to make a statement cancers.

114 the Big Bend National Park. I hope thia can be a part of the

official record. If the hearing had been more widely publicised I am

sure many dons concerned people would have been there.

W. are oprcsad to any commercialism in the Chinos Basin. This

should have only sown parking facilities. and an interperative center.

Anything more will In time &tetra,- it. Perhaps overnight facilities

eouid d,v loped at :mass fiats near Roget Mountain. Here the

Question of available water and sewage disposal would not be as great

a rrebiþm.

Prom - information I have. I would hope that plans for the

Rio Gra-le briar,' at Soquilla, will be snelv.d until a much later data.

Rosy7ctfully lubmitted,
4.r. � e

(Yrs.F.4.) Mary h". 7,,eweld

Conservation ::.airman
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.FXAS PAFHANDLE IVOOrn'i Sc Ell

2709 S. Fairfield

Amarillo, Texas

February 8, 19/2

�

Superintendent Joe T. Carithers
Sig Bend National Park, Texas 79834

Dear Mr. Carithers: �

At a recent meeting of the Board of Directors cf the Texas
Panhandle Audobvn Society, there ,as an extended discussion
of the deterioration of the Chigoe Mountain Basin in the
Big Bend National Park. I have been instructed by the Board
to voice the following views concerning the welfare of this
national resource. These views concern both the Big Bend
National Park Master Plan and Wilderness Proposal:

(1) We' advocate removal of all overnight horse
and camping facilities and sewage ponds from
the Basin to a location outside the park.

(2) We urge restriction of facilities inside the
park to interpretative and day use t.:7%es.

(3) We suggest the relocation of all facilities,
now existing or planned for the Basin, to
the area known as Leniza Flats, approximately
four mites south of Panther Junction, near
adequate water resources.

4) We believe there should be no bridge across
tier Grande River within the park boundaries
since better al;e:native locations exist out-
side the park.

We support the Nat ions. Park Service's Wilderness
Proprsal for Big Beni National Park.

It is reope,tfullv requested that this letter to entered in the
Wilderness Nearing Record.

Sincerely y.,urq,

/ / /
Charles Smith, President
Texas Panhandle Audobon Society

rs
bh

�

Copt e .; sent to:

Congressman Richard White
Governor Preston Smith
Senator John Tower
Senator Lloyd Pentsen
Congressman sob Price
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�

Superintendent
Page

February d. 1972

�

the members of this organization hope the committee seriously
consider the arguments an.; opinions presented here. Please include
this letter in the official ter a of the hearing.

�
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MAVIS cunt or WINE
r. o. lax (..

ALPINL,, TIi/k" .'4130

TO vi�fOlf IT tfAY CO'ICFPN: �

floard of Directors of The Kiwanis . Iuh of Alpine, TemAS,

meetini in renulir session on January 3, 1972, with thn neneral
�

remberhip, voted unanimously to oppose the Wilderness Proposal of

the Pin Vend National Park as it Is presently proposed for the reasons

set out in presentation of the Dir Bend National rarks Development

Committee And further to unaniftrAsly support the tin Bend National

Parks Development Corr stand on this matter.
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PECOS. TEXAS

A

January 7, 1972

M. George Hartzog, Director
National Park Service
Interior Building
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Hartzog:

The Downtown Liens Club of Pecc., Texas with 53
members have reviewed the Master Plan and the Park
Wilderness Proposals for Big Bend rational Park and
we are ,ainst the proposals.

We have studied the presentation made by the Big Bend
National Park Committee, Inc. of Alpine, Texas and we
endorse it.

JS/rry

Yours truly,

,/Tesse Stephens, President
Downtown Lions Club of Pecos
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385 - 85

This eoncerna Dig Bend National Park. I mademy first trip through the Park in 1954. There wasnothing thore but maliche and rook roads. Thorn wore3 or 4 cabins up in the Basin, but they were very amen.
On November 15, 1955. I went to the dedication orBig Dana Rational Park, expecting not more than 3u0 gueststo be there, but thore were over 1500 people in than Basinthat day. There were quite � few people from ourneighbor people across the Rio Grande.

The Park has dons nothing but grow since that tines theroads, buildings and also the volume of public visitorsin the Park. It has progressed to the point that thereare paved roads most a-y place you need to go and thou.sands and thousands of dollars invested in the roads,restaurants, campgrounds, the Ranger Station moved toPanther Junction with � very nice Headquarters for thine.

The first time I went there, there was nothing but � calloherocky road going to the campground across from Wolof Todaythere is pavement, with lots of acne y being 'pont wItting thetunnel to get there. Anytime you go to this cbm;, now, yeafind retired people from all over the Unite,: States camped there.plus lots of local people, and it stays full throughout the winter,and is never vacant in the summer.

There la � claim that there is a water shortage in the Basin, but Iam of tho opinion that it would be øhearer to pipe more water toBasin the ix it would to to destroy the beautiful facilities that haveboon built there, and have it oo inaccessable to those who love thebountiful scenery of the basin. There is all the roam in the worldfor any who like to hike in wilderness. There are already miles andmiles of territory out of sight and reach of roads wciere the avidhikers can travel. But we fool that by ecnvertina 74% or the area ofBig Bond Park to Wilderness is taking away the privilegeage from 9aA ofthose who visit the park to enjoy the Basin section and other areasnow accessible to all. There are not that many hikers in the countrythat so much of the Park should
not

be setbe set sold* just for them. Hostpeople want to travel in oars --even some would-be hikers.
The discusnion has also been that the horses take lots of water, butI do know that the horses can be moved to the lower country wherethere is water, and then loaded in trucks to move to the Basin whenthey are naedod. I know a few tines the horses have saved whenthey bird someone lost in the area.

Concerning tourism, the Dig Bend National Park is the best drawingcard that we have in this area to got people to travel our hichwaysand stop along in our little towns along the way, We don't want:RICO TEXAS OKLAHOMA COLORADO NEBRASKA NORTH DAKOTA SOUTH DAKOTA
CANADA
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385 - 85

to stop Iltng down this way because their interest
in Big Bonk' :rational lurk has been lessened by thedrastic chAr;ec proposed to be made.

Wu feel that the Parts vas given tz, the Federal 4overnert;.'
by the State of Texas for people tc enjoy, not tr oe setaside And not used for anything. Me believe that thegoverment has spent our tax money in good faith buildingthe park for the enjoymant of the citizens of the entireUnited 2tates, and that such money should not be wastedby unnecessary Changes and cloning of areas, and keeppeople øIt for lack of concessions in tho Park area.We would like to see the Perk continue to grow and crawpeople from all over the United States to see a veryunique area of our country.

T. C. Tubb
P. 0. Box 196
Crazes. Texas

XICO TEXAS OKLAHOMA COLORADO NFIIRASKA NORTH DAKOTA SOUTH DAKOTA
CANADA

�

4 �� � �

(

I

rAr

-.4114415,

�



es .� - � � 1��� �������� � �� �� ���� � quip ��� � � �������� ���;...�� .- � �������� ..���� gnaw �

� . e

��

, �

P !!

�

Beni, 2 - rm.; �

�

�
a . t� al,

�

l(
� �

t.�
�

'13
� J. �

f � IA

����

qr".

� ..���;.;: �

��

Lamar sire

;-rer'..d^nt. if tr.! C.V.1r.1..�,- Ornithological Society, I speak

for 500 rned e inviolate as

of Big Fend 3.1itIle. rust remember

upcet, a dirt ve-tt.stiv.Nr.n.1 folr many decades to

r ft�. 1�4�oint!�::. .1� pressures have already
�

� � I
:.. .

.

sarct ti gcverr

E. cn cede : -acro-

-:--ticnints f.^-! forced

to flea Act. � tt ought be

�.cd fv" all �.0 ccnstr...

nt

01-1-it. - 3 7; rcJ1

�

1 -.

� '�

gib

4

�

� L�1�
� ...eq. la�� ...We Al.

.
'I

I � ; �
11�.� to., 1.44 41 �

1.1e nif:J atienal r
Si,

� �
� �

,
�

� .

.-

�

Saint;

over L 71(,r1 keop

Nation l t'a�v. *3 wry that

U1 talc.,

Increa3te. !

Plc14:..�1,41, of Acr,!, ..t :shooad have

t al act! c^ 1- .

�

�

reer-cul.r.1 3VC.3.; provicu-,1-;

time. �. y op, Gsed

cif an

. ,

ttel :u :y

gonerM,Ionz.

�rT:

C A. re:(ilegr1 to thj--

�eld cot Ln : Itu.5

tly, �1
-� � . _;11 .1

. ..:k D. Tyler
Prcf.ir.,..,r of rl

.on
�._ ",

� ��

���� � þ�� -OA � .04.11 �� z� - ea. w � s o �

� � 1

�

� .

� � - I. �

`..I, �

-I

�

�

r or.
� � .7� it.

�
. �

c.

J._
much

ru...1.?,.!

.
.L �.:.

�

1

�

�

. � le lee -4.� � sib

I

c�� � -5 .:.t,5.: 1st
0

� /

C�ol

�



U.S. HIGHWAY 67 ASSOCIATION. INC.
"The Ril� Rend Trail'

��
'Co;

ft WR 4,4

�

Hearing Officer
Bi7 Brn1 National Phrk
Big Rend ASatinnu: Park, Texas 79724

Dear Sir:

11/4

sa�

January 17,7972
for 900
1"^ Gamey, Texas 7975:

As Presilent of Highway 67 Ar.r.ociatIo4, Inc.,I
vitally Interrr..tel in Dfg Bcn1 Yatiz.nl' Park.

I feel that Big Lena' fa the greatest Tourict attraction
that wt haue to offer Court 't in this arta.

The !..%-ter F:an har7 many good sties to it ,but the
Wildern,l.c.:: Plan not ;2-- hest thing thai cert.!, happen
to the park. feel it fr ready a 3i7lerncezi because
of the type of area it ir. Vert the ili'lernrrr Parks
are of iiffrrrnL satire one. It b-
impossible to h!ke very l'ar In this aria. 11".� have c, many
oiler tourist who tent.'' n-t a"r to enjoy this area.

The Highway (; 4croci-rtion, Inc., svpports the
Beni Park Druelor-. nt :nc. 10) 5 in their
to do �xtevir t. lece:::_cr:, to �:lintain a g park for all
to cafe y.
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