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Biography of Benjamin Wright
Benjamin Wright (1770-1842) was born October 10, 1770 in Wethesfield, Connecticut. In 1789 the family moved to Fort Stanwix, New York when Wright began a surveying practice. In 1791 he worked on the first legislatively authorized canal project in New York, from Wood Creek to the Mohawk River via Fort Stanwix.  He did additional work on the Western Inland Lock and Navigation Company at the Little Falls of the Mohawk River (built 1793-1795) and in 1803 completed the six-mile Wood Creek canal – successors of the Erie Canal.  With the beginning of the Erie Canal (built 1817-1825) Wright was first appointed engineer for the middle section but later made Chief Engineer.  In 1824 he was appointed to the Board of Engineers of the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal, later to be appointed to Chief Engineer for the canal company.  In 1828 he was named as consultant to the Blackstone Canal (Providence, RI to Worcester, MA); the Ogeechee and Altamara Canal (projected to connect the Atlantic Ocean with the Gulf of Mexico through Georgia), and was appointed Chief Engineer of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal.  In 18931 Wright resigned as Chief Engineer of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, because of his exasperation with the deadlock between the canal company and the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad in gaining passage through the Catoctin Mountains opposite Harper’s Ferry. He would subsequently be appointed to numerous significant engineering positions, including Chief Engineer of the St. Lawrence Ship Canal, Street Commissioner of New York, engineer for the New York and Albany Railroad and numerous other positions. He died in New York on August 24, 1842.  Because of his role in training civil engineers on the Erie Canal, he has become known as “The Father of American Civil Engineering.” Neal FitzSimons, From Jerry R. Rogers, Donald Kennon, Robert T. Jaske and Francis E. Griggs (editors), Civil Engineering History: Engineers Make History, Proceedings of the First National Symposium on Civil Engineering History, November 10-14, 1996, (New York: American Society of Civil Engineers, 1996), pages 99-107; and Committee on the History and Heritage of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), A Biographical Dictionary of American Civil Engineers, Volume 1, op. cit., ____.

