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March 16, 2006


EARLY WASHINGTON, D.C.
* AMICABLE DANCING ASSEMBLY
      The Citizens of Washington, who wish to subscribe to an Amicable Dancing Assembly are requested to meet at Scott's Little Hotel, on Tuesday the 3d of January 1797, at 6 'o'clock in the Evening to make arrangements for the ensuing season.

December 29th, 1796

Washington Gazette, December 31, 1796, p. 3.


NOTICE

The Washington Amicable Dancing Assembly will commence on the 2d of February, at Scott's Hotel  -- A subscription paper is left at the bar for gentlemen to enter their names.

   January 27th, 1797

Washington Gazette, January 28, 1797, p. 3.

February 2nd was a Thursday so both the Amicable Dancing Assembly and the Washington Dancing Assembly were meeting on the same day.  Scott's Hotel; was also called the Little Hotel, located on F Street.

* AQUIA QUARRY, STAFFORD COUNTY, VIRGINIA
      Freestone was found forty miles below the new Federal city -- the xe "Aquia Quarry"

xe "Aquia Quarry\:Lease/Purchase in 1791"Aquia Quarry on Aquia Creek (Stafford County, Virginia)
.  The stone was described as, "... a kind of hard granite, yet not hard enough to be resistant to frost."
  The Commissioners, through xe "L'Enfant, Pierre"L'Enfant, leased and purchased several tracts enabling them to begin quarry​ing operations of the freestone.  The initial lease was made between L'Enfant, acting on behalf of the Commissioners, and John Gibson, a merchant from Dumfries, Virginia.  The terms were a yearly rent of £ 20 (i.e. $53) for a period of ten years commencing on December 1, 1791.
   Wiggintonxe "Hissington Island" Island was purchased for $3,192.
  xe "Aquia Quarry"Aquia Quarry, the collective name for the island and the adja​cent leased river banks, was to be the source of numerous problems for the Commissioners through​out the duration of the first Federal construction program (1791-1800).  

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 110-111.

* AQUIA QUARRY, STAFFORD, VIRGINIA - ACQUISITION (LEASE/PURCHASE)
"Immediately following the sale of lots in October 1791, the Commissioners began to take active steps to procure both labor and materials.  In October 1791, they requested Major L'Enfant to purchase in his own name the stone quarries on Higginton's Island at Aquia Creek which had been advertised for sale by the trustees of Robert Brent; at no more than eleven pounds, Virginia currency per acre.  The Brent Trustees demanded £ 2,200 for the tract.  Thinking this figure too high the Commissioners obtained leases on two neighboring tracts, whereupon the price of the Brent property was reduced to £ 1,300 , and the Commissioners purchased it at that figure, the deed being dated February, 19, 1792."

``
William Tindall, Standard History of The City of Washington: From a Study of the Original Sources, H.W. Crew & Co., Knoxville, Tenn.: 1914, page 179.

Date
Vol.
Page
Name


Subject
1791

Nov 18   1
  44
Brent, George
The terms on which you will dispose of your quarry are greater than our value of It.

Dec 23   1
  48
Brent, George
We agree to the bargain with you by Maj. Lenfant & request to see you to close the same

Index to Letters Sent, Public Buildings and Grounds, Roll 3, Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners...
22 October

1791 continued
"A letter was written to Majr. Lenfant respecting the purchase of stone quarries in Virginia and the following Directions were given him on that subject, to wit, Majr. L'Enfant is requested if his previous examination of the Land will permit shall lead his opinion to it to allow the sale of the Land advertised by Messrs. Rofs and Gibson Trustees of Robert Brent (for sale the 7th of November) and to become the purchaser not beyond eleven pounds Virginia Currency per Acre in his own name.  The Commissioners will apply the funds in that time and place the Title in such a way as to suit public purposes.

Th Johnson

Dr Stuart     Commrs.

Danl Carroll

Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners, National Archives Publication M-371, Roll 1, p. 56.

18th November

1791 continued
"Majr. L'Enfant presented to the Commissioners the following Agreement made between him and Mr. John Gibson pursuant to the Directions of the Commrs. on the 22 of October last ---  It is agreed this 16th day of November 1791 Between Peter Charles L'Enfant Esqr. of the one Part and the P C  L'Enfant on behalf of the public hath rented from the said John Gibson for ten years to commence on the first day of next month all the quarries of free stone on the land on Aquia Creek sold on the 11th of the present month by the Trustees of Robert Brent deceas'd to James Reid and by him bought for the said John Gibson at the yearly rent of twenty pounds to be paid to the said John Gibson or to his assigns on the first day of December on the year seventeen hundred and ninety two -- and it's further agreed by the said P C L'Enfant that the full and free use of occupation of the soil, of the lands, of the woods, and all appurtenances to the land of him the said John Gibson or his assigns during the Term aforesaid, except only the quarries aforesaid, four acres of land for building adjoining thereto with reasonable right of egress and regress from and to the same...

Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners, National Archives Publication M-371, Roll 1, pp. 57-58.

5th November

1792 continued
"Ordered that the Treasurer cause Mr. John Gibson to be paid for the rent of his quarry agreeably to the contract with him of 1st December last."

Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners, National Archives Publication M-371, Roll 1, p. 150.

18 November

1791 continued
"Wrote a letter of this Date to Mr. George Brent, reflecting the purchase of his quarries -- Majr. L'Enfant was requested to form a contract with Mr. George Brent on the following Terms for the purchase of his Cheeriest and the following Letter of instructions was given to him, to wit  Any contract which Majr. L'Enfant shall make with Mr. George Brent for his quarries, not exceeding eighteen hundred pounds Virginia Currency, we will ratify and confirm for the use of the publick.  If the Majr. should succeed he will endeavous to obtain as favorable credits as possibl.

Dd Stuart

Dan Carroll

Commrs

Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners, National Archives Publication M-371, Roll 1, pp. 58-59.

15 March

1791 Continued
Ordered that Captn Williams go down to the quarries on Acquia, and engage persons to erect four huts for the accomodation of the workmen. 

Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners, National Archives Publication M-371, Roll 1, pp. 58-59.

* AQUIA QUARRY - BEGINNINGS
1792

 71
Jan. 10
Roberdeau, I.
Georgetown, D.C.

Highly recommending Aquia Quarry and that labourers ought to be sent instantly.

124
Apr. 19
Wright, Williams
Aquia Quarries

Explaining his transactions in connection with certain Stone Quarries.

1793

173
Jan. 1
Williamson, Collin Washington, D.C.

Recommend a change in the management of the Stone Quarries

233
Mar. 23
Williamson, Collin Washington, D.C.

Reporting the condition of affairs at the quarries.

Index to Letters Received, Public Buildings & Grounds, Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., Roll 8.

* AQUIA QUARRY, STAFFORD COUNTY, VIRGINIA - BRENT AND COOKE
Brent and Cooke were contractors to the Commissioners and owned one of the Aquia Quarries.

33. This was probably Col. John Cooke (c. 1755-1819) of Stafford County, Va., who was married to Mary Thompson Mason, daughter of George Mason. Cooke owned an Aquia quarry in partnership with Daniel Carroll Brent, see p. 93, n. 6 below. Virginia Herald (Fredricksburg), 6 October 1819; Horace Edwin Hayden, Virginia Genealogies (Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 1891), p. 300.

Edward C. Carter II, John C. Van Horne, and L. W. Formwalt, Editors, The Journals of Benjamin Henry Latrobe, 1799-1820, From Philadelphia to New Orleans, Volume 3, (New Haven, Connecticut, Yale University Press, 1980), p. 83.

6. ... Col. Daniel Brent (c. 1760-1815), son of William and Eleanor (Carroll) Brent, was an Aquia quarrier and a member of the Virginia House of Delegates from Stafford County. Alexander Gazette, 24 January 1815; Chester Horton Brent, The Descendants of Collo. Giles Brent, Capt. George Brent and Robert Brent (Rutland, Vt.: privately printed, 1946), p. 142.

Edward C. Carter II, John C. Van Horne, and L. W. Formwalt, Editors, The Journals of Benjamin Henry Latrobe, 1799-1820, From Philadelphia to New Orleans, Volume 3, (New Haven, Connecticut, Yale University Press, 1980), p. 93.

* AQUIA QUARRY - CANAL ON HISSINGTON ISLAND?
"June 23, 1793.  The Commissioners on the information they have received from Messrs. Hoben & Williamson of the State of the Quarries on acquia and the probable quantity of Stone which will be wanted from thence in the course of the winter, desire a canal may be cut about 18 feet wide to let scows in to the quarry on the Island -- Patrick Whelan has been talked with and probably may execute it."

Records of the Commissioners of Public Buildings..., National Archives Microform Publication M-371, Roll 1, page 189.

(There is no particular physical remains of such a canal on the island).

* AQUIA QUARRY, STAFFORD COUNTY, VIRGINIA - CONTRACTING OUT OPERATION OF
      The Commissioners may have acquiesced to the demands for a pay raise but they didn't like it and intended to take action to insure that they would not have to negotiate with the stone quarry workers in the future.  On July 7, 1794, they ordered that an advertisement be placed in the various newspapers to secure a contractor to run the public quarries at Aquia.  Through this means the Commissioners intended to transfer their labor problems to a third party, a contrac​tor.  This would become the preferred method of operation for the Commissioners. 

The Commissioners are desirous of xe "Contracting Aquia Quarry\:Advertisement of 1794"contracting by the customary (indistinct) foot for the raising of stones at the public quarry at Aquia and delivery thereof at the City. Proposals therefor will be received at their Offices at any time before the first of August next and then contracted for on generous terms if there is opportunity.
   

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 155.

* AQUIA QUARRY, STAFFORD COUNTY, VIRGINIA - FIRST SUPERINTENDENT
      To work the newly acquired quarry on Aquia Creek, the Commissioners contracted with William xe "Wright, William"Wright of Alexandria on April 10, 1792, as xe "Aquia Quarry\:Quarry Superintendent"quarry superintendent.  His duties were to manage the quarry and supervise the workers.

It is agreed this 10th day of April 1792 Between the Commissioners for the Federal Buildings of the one part and William Wright of Alexandria of the other part.  The said William Wright is to act as manager and Superintendent of the stone quarry on xe "Hissington Island"Hissington Island on Aquia from this Day to the 20th day of November next, and under the direc​tion of Mr. Williams employ a number of good hands, not exceeding twenty, and oversee and work them diligently in clearing the Stone quarries and (indis​tinct) and loading on board vessels such stone as may be from time to time directed. He is also to make gauges, measure and assist in roughing the stone. He is to be paid a dollar and a quarter of a dollar for every working day of his services. The wages of the men, as well as his own, are to be paid on a pay role to be made out by him monthly and the men are to be found provisions by the Commissioners, that is, one pound of good pork, or one pound and a half of Beef and one pound of flour per day all days included.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 111.

He was discharged less than eight months later:

Mr. Wright was discharged from the service of the Commr. at the quarries on Acquia and he was ordered to deliver to Mr. Williamson or the person authorized by him all the utensils of his profession.  Mr. Williamson was directed to regulate the business at the quarries agreeable to his ideas as contained in his letter of this date.

Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners, National Archives Microform Publication M-371, Roll 1, p. 156.  Also see Williamson Letter of January 1, 1793.

* AQUIA QUARRY, STAFFORD COUNTY, VIRGINIA - HISSINGTON ISLAND
"The Capitol building and the President's house are handsome constructions of white, beautifully-worked stone.  I am not very fond of the type of architecture found in these two buildings.  The stone used is a kind of hard granite, yet not hard enough to be resistant to frost.  It is extracted from a quarry near the Potomac, thirty miles below the town.  FN 21  At the same distance, but up river, there are quarries of beautiful white and red-veined marbles and a slate quarry..."

Footnote 21.  A quarry of Hissington Island in the Potomac near Acquia, Virginia, was purchased for $3,192 for the purpose of furnishing sandstone for the Capitol and President's house.  Other quarries in Acquia were leased.  Bryan, History of the National Capital, I, 171, 231.

David J. Brandenburg and Millicent H. Brandenburg (translators), "The Duc De La Rochefoucauld - Liancourt's Visit to the Federal City in 1797: A New Translation - Voyage to Federal City in 1797." Records of the Columbia Historical Society 1973-74, (Vol. 49), Washington, D.C.: 1976, p. 59.

Hissington Island was later called Government Island.  From the Records of the Commissioners, it can be misread as Wiggington Island.

* AQUIA QUARRY, STAFFORD COUNTY, VIRGINIA - OPERATION OF
      Initially the Commissioners tried to operate the xe "Aquia Quarry\:William Wright, Superintendent"Aquia Quarry by contracting with William xe "Wright, William\:Superintendent of Aquia Quarry"Wright of Alexan​dria, on April 10, 1793.
  The supply of stone from Aquia was inadequate and xe "Wright, William\:Firing of"Wright was fired by the Commission​ers based on the recommendation of Collen xe "Williamson, Collen\:Recommending firing Wright at Aquia Quarry"Wil​liamson, on January 1, 1794.
  Wright was directed to deliver the utensils of his profession to Williamson and xe "Williamson, Collen\:Taking charge of Aquia Quarry"Williamson was instructed to take charge of the quar​ry.
  Problems still persisted and the xe "Aquia Quarry\:Contracting out"quarrying oper​a​tion was contracted by the Commis​sioners to xe "Brent and Cooke\:Aquia Quarry Contractors"Brent and Cooke.  This was a pattern that the Commissioners would replicate in their attempts to secure other building materials.  They would first hire workmen to work under their direct super​vision to secure the necessary building materials.  When they experienced problems, they would contract the task to a middleman.  The first practice closely approximated normal practice of the eighteenth century.  Contracting was, of course, the mode of opera​tion preferred in the market-oriented capitalistic-based building industry that was emerging in the nineteenth century.

       Management of the xe "Aquia Quarry\:Continuing headache"Aquia Quarry was a continuing headache for the Commissioners.  Frequently the stone masons at the xe "President's House\:Stop work for lack of stone"President's House and the xe "Capitol\:Stop work for lack of stone"Capitol would have to stop work for lack of stone.  This problem existed both when the quarry was under the direct supervision of the Commissioners and when it was under the management of a middleman.

      The work force at xe "Aquia Quarry\:Work force"Aquia Quarry under the supervision of the Commissioners consisted of both free whites and black xe "Slaves\:Use at Aquia Quarry"slaves -- the former being hired primarily to func​tion as the stone cutters and the latter to provide labor to the quarry.  The terms of employment for the xe "Stone cutters\:Terms of employment"stone cutters were defined in the Commissioners' letter to William xe "Wright, William\:Terms of employment"Wright on April 10, 1792 authorizing him to hire up to twenty workmen for monthly wages plus xe "Provisioning the workmen\:Aquia Quarry"provisions consisting of, "...one pound of good pork, or one pound and a half of beef and one pound of flour per day all days' includ​ed."
  The term,  "...all days included" meant Sundays, sick days and rainy days.  The Commissioners hired labor by the day, by the month and by the year -- the latter the most preferred for the working man and these were the same terms extended at Aquia.

      The Commissioners continued to use both free and xe "Slaves\:Aquia Quarry"slave labor intermixed at xe "Aquia Quarry\:Use of slaves"Aquia and on the buildings sites.  As they explained this policy to xe "Jefferson, Thomas"Jefferson, in a letter dated January 5, 1793, this practice also helped keep the white workers in check.

...as to labourers, a part of whom we can easily make up of Negroes and find it proper to do so. Those we have employed this Sumer (sic) have proved a very useful check and kept our affairs cool...

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 152.

* AQUIA QUARRY, STAFFORD COUNTY, VIRGINIA - QUARRYING TECHNIQUES
Latrobe, in his visit of 1806, confirms that this was the technique that was used at the Aquia quarries.

   In working these quarries, the workmen having cut the face perpendicularly, first undermine the rock; an easy operation, the substratum being loose sand. If the block is intended to be 8 feet thick, they undermine it 5 feet, in a horizontal direction, in order that it may fall over when cut off. They then cut two perpendicular channels on each hand, 1 ft. 6 in. wide, at the distance from each other of the length of their block, having then removed the earth and rubbish from a ditch or channel along the top of the rock, they cut into the rock itself, a groove, and put in wedges along its whole length. These wedges are successively driven, the rock cracks very regularly from top to bottom, and it falls over, brought down partly by its own weight. Blocks have been thus quarried 40 feet long, 15 feet high, and 6 feet thick.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 147-148.

* AQUIA QUARRY, STAFFORD COUNTY, VIRGINIA - ROBERTSON'S QUARRY
3. Mr. [William] Robertson the quarrier lived at Acquia last Year about 3 miles from his quarry. This was inconvenient. He therefore fixed upon a beautiful knoll in the midst of the woods close to his quarry, and determined to form a settlement there. In the true Virginia style, he first leveled every tree on the spot in a circle of about 150 Yards diameter, in the center of which he built a little log house 24 feet by 18, two stories high, each divided into two small rooms. A loghouse kitchen, a do. stable, smithshop, hen house, meat house, and tool house, sprinkled irregularly over the knoll, gave to the whole a some what romantic appearance. ... Mrs. Suttle his manager's wife a good natured fat woman...

Edward C. Carter II, John C. Van Horne, and L. W. Formwalt, Editors, The Journals of Benjamin Henry Latrobe, 1799-1820, From Philadelphia to New Orleans, Volume 3, (New Haven, Connecticut, Yale University Press, 1980), pp. 78-79`.

Mr. Robertsons quarry is now the best in Work. The principal face runs thus

Mould

1.0

Clay hard, gravel
2.0

Rough sand stone
2.0
Under the Rock

Sand


2.0
fine loose sand

Sound rock
        15.0 
 

(This would be 1806)

Edward C. Carter II, John C. Van Horne, and L. W. Formwalt, Editors, The Journals of Benjamin Henry Latrobe, 1799-1820, From Philadelphia to New Orleans, Volume 3, (New Haven, Connecticut, Yale University Press, 1980), p. 93.

* AQUIA QUARRY, STAFFORD COUNTY, VIRGINIA - TRANSPORTING STONE TO WASHINGTON
      On May 1, 1792, Captain xe "Williams, Captain Elisha"Williams delivered to the Commissioners a letter from Mr. James xe "Smith, James"Smith proposing to xe "Aquia Quarry\:Transporting the Aquia stone"transport the stone to the Federal city from Aquia Creek.  The Commissioners approved the offer and invited him to attend their next meeting.
  He continued to convey the Aquia stone from the quarry to the new city.  By 1795 he was using three schooners of the following tonnage.

      
The Ark              27 tons

      
The Columbia         39 tons

      
The Sincerity        40 tons

      For this he was paid approximately $1.00/ton.
 

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 110-111.

At least one receipt exists in the National Archives:

To
James Smith


Craftage of Freestone from aquia viz

1 
Load of Schooner Ark pr act
27 tons

1
Do

     Columbia
39  "

1
Do

     Sincerity
40  "

1
Do

     Ark

27  "

1
Do

     Columbia
39  "

1
Do

     Sincerity
40  "

212

£ 88.6.8

(i.e. $235.85 or $1.11/ton)

...

James Smith

Received Feby. 5, 1795

National Archives Record Group 217, Box 1, Number 109.


      The xe "Transporting stone\:Stoneboats"required stone would have been rough-dressed to the sizes desired and dragged by animals, perhaps oxen, to the loading point on skids, which McKee indicates were also referred to as xe "Transporting stone\:stoneboats"stoneboats.
  The stone was then loaded into one of xe "Transporting stone\:Use of Schooners"James Smith's three schooners, the Columbia, the Sincerity, or the Ark.  Smith was paid at the rate of seven shillings and six pence per ton (i.e. $1).
  The stone was off loaded on the wharf con​struct​ed by the xe "Commissioners' Wharf\:Unloading the stone"Commissioners at the mouth of the xe "Tiber Creek\:Unloading the stone"Tiber Creek (i.e. xe "Goose Creek\:Unloading the stone"Goose Creek) through the assistance of a machine, probably a hoist.  xe "Transporting stone\:Use of drays"It was then hauled to the President's House by individual contractors using drays.  On May 9, 1795, for example, Henry xe "Taylor, Henry\:Hauling stone"Taylor was paid 25 shillings (i.e. $3.33) for hauling stone from the wharf to the President's house with his two drays.
 

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 149.

* ARCHITECT AND CARPENTERS SOCIETY 
Mr. Hanson.

Inclosed is lent to you for publication an address delivered to the Members of the Architect and Carpen​ters Society at their meeting in the city of Washing​ton Square No. 1...(oratory)...

  
    The anniversary of American Independence, was celebrated by the Citizens of the Town with unusual festivity. A delightful shady retreat on the Banks of the Rock Creek was selected for the scene of enjoy​ment. A Spring of water, so excellent that it is not sur​passed even by the celebrated water of George-Town, issued from the foot of the Rock. At 3 o'clock the Company, consisting of more than one Hundred, sat down to an Elegant Dinner prepared by Mr. Scott, of the Washington Tavern; after which, the following toasts were given.

1. The day; on which the American people willed to be free - perpetuity to the commemoration of this glori​ous epoch!

2.  The Congress of 1776 - May this eventful decision be ever remembered with grateful admiration.

3.  The Soldiers who fought and bled to establish our Independence - let us cherish the memory of the departed, and comfort the lives of the surviving.

4.  George Washington, our renowed General, and beloved President.

5.  To the Federal government perfection and perma​nency.

6.  Our good friend, the People of France.  May wisdom direct their councils, victory precede their arms and success crown their enterprises. ...

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 68.

      A MEETING of the ARCHITECTS and ARTIFICERS concerned in the different buildings in the Federal City and George Town, will be held at Bond's Tavern on Wednesday 2nd. inst.: the different committees are requested to be punctual in their attendance, the meeting to commence at 4 o'clock p.m.

                                By order

                                JOHN DOBSON

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 69.

The Fourth of July oratory of 1794 read (in part)...

Fellow citizens, We the officers of the Carpenter Society in the territory of Columbia, beg leave to observe, that we have, which we think our duty, assembled to celebrate this memorable festival, this 18th anniversary of American Independence: In our procession, we are happy to embrace an opportunity to pay our respects to you, wishing you health, happiness, and a long life of industry, to inculcate to the rising generation, all those great stores of moral, classical and scientific learning...

   On Friday the 4th day of July, the members of the Architect and Carpenters Society agreeably to notification, at Mr. Thos. Rigdon's, from whence they walked to a place prepared for their reception in the vicinity of George-Town; where, after an oration, fuined (? suited??) to the occasion, had been delivered by a member of the society, they proceeded to the election of their officers for the ensuing year, when the following gentlemen were chosen:

LEONARD HARBAUGH, President

JOSEPH CLARK, Vice-President

JOHN GOSZLER, Secretary

HENRY KNOWLES, Treasurer

WILLIAM KNOWLES, Collector

C. W. STEPHENSON  }

PETER BOHRER      }   Surveyors

THOMAS RIGDON 
   }

   After partaking of an elegant entertainment prepared by Mr. Newton, the following five toasts were drank. alluding to the five orders of architecture

1.  The Day

2.
Our brother chips throughout the universe

3.
The rights of man universally

4.  May unanimity and friendship pervade all mankind

5.  All the virtuous daughters of Columbia

The Columbian Chronicle, July 15, 1794, p. 3. (much more)

* ARCHITECTURAL DRAFTING SCHOOL, WASHINGTON, D.C. (1817) 

In 1817, for example, in the Washington paper appeared this advertisement for one of the first architectural schools in the country.

      
              xe "Architectural Drawing School"Architectural Drawing School

      
An Architectural Drawing School will be opened by O.P. xe "Gram, O.P.\:Opens Architectural Drawing School in 1817"Gram, Decorations, Perspective, Dealing (Detail​ing?), and the principles of Surveying includ​ed. To commence in the month of August next. Price for each scholar, 10 dollars per quarter. Enquire at Mrs. Douglass's 10 buildings, Capitol Hill.

      
N.B. The school is chiefly intended for the instruction of the mechanics in the building line. No more than 12 scholars will be accepted. Private instructions in modelling may be had.

      Although the advertisement says that this school is "chiefly intended for the instruction of the mechanics in the building line," it could hardly be the case.  August, the month that this school began, was typically the high construction month.  Work seven days a week was the rule, from sunup to sundown, with hardly any time for school.  Further, 10 dollars per quarter was a very large sum for workers receiving $1.50 per day, or less.  Learning how to do drawings was also less important for the tradi​tional craftsmen as they relied less on drawings to exe​cute their work and more on what they had learned.  Finally, the traditional way of educating workmen was through apprentice​ship rather than formal education.  This advertisement thus indicates a very new and different way of building. 

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 348-349.

* AUDIT OF 1793
Jefferson's view of the possibility of selling large numbers of those lots proved much too optimis​tic.  The xe "Audit of 1793"audit of 1793 of the Commissioners' books, when both the Capitol and the President's House were not more than excavations, indicates the financial shortfall that the Commissioners faced.

      

      Jefferson Estimate 
   xe "Audit of 1793"Audit of 1793 
   

State of Maryland Grant
   120,000           72,000

State of Virginia Grant      120,000          120,000

Proceeds of Land Sales       533,400           16,000 

     


 Total                  773,400          208,000

Expenditures through 1793          $  134,335 

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 97.

29th

Octr. to

1st Novr.

   1793
"Present Thomas Johnson and Daniel Carroll Esquires."

Messrs. Robert T. Hooe (sp?) and Davis Ross appointed by the President to examine into the expenditures of the Public Money which has been received by the Commissioners, attendeds and proceededs to an examination of the same which being completed they made their report to the President, a copy thereof the(y) delivered to the Commissioners, and is as follows

George Town 31th Octr 1793

Sir

            We have according to your appointment at the instance of the Commissioners of the City of Washington examined their accounts, and find themselves charged to the State of Virginia £ 30,000, the State of Maryland £ 27,000 and for Lots and other articles sold £ 6,0005, 14..9(?)  Amounting to the sum of £ 63,005  14 . 9 (?), And we find vouchers of Expenditure up to the 390 Instant, to the Amount of £ 50502  9.9 including the purchase of the Quarry of White Stone, leaving a Balance in Mr. William Deakin's hands their treasurer £ 12.503  4.  11-3/4 of which £ 6743.  12.  10-1/2 is cash in hand.  The Balance consists of an order in his favor on the State of Virginia not yet received.  It may not be improper to add that besides this Balance there is £ 15,000 of the Donation of the State of Virginia not yet drawn for.  And the Commissioners have already sold Lots to the Amount of £ 89,568  9.  8-1/4(?) payable by installments and including a contract with one of the purchasers to build annually Ten House for seven years, each House to cover at least 1200 square Feet of Grounds.

We have the Honor to be

Sir

with the greatest Respect

yr most Obt Servts

R.T. Hooe

David Ross

* AULL'S ATTACK ON SAMUEL SMALLWOOD AT THE CAPITOL IN 1798
There is also evidence to indicate the magnitude of the conflict between the Commissioners, and their agents, and the carpenters and joiners.  Samuel xe "Smallwood, Samuel, overseer\:Altercation with Robert Aull"Smallwood, the overseer of the laborers, reports an attack on him by Robert xe "Aull, Robert, carpenter\:Altercation with Samuel Smallwood"Aull, one of the carpenters reassigned from the Presiden​t's House, shortly after Aull and several other carpenters were discharged at the President's House and rehired at the Capitol.  Before attacking Smallwood, Aull allows as to how, "thire was a scheme in his Coming which a pleased Mr. Berry much."  What Aull is probably saying is that there was a scheme between the Commissioners and certain workmen to replace other workmen, like Aull.  Mr. Berry may have been Wil​liam Barry whom the Commissioners recommended to Hoban for employment the month before the attack, May 1798.  Smallwood, the overseer, expresses less concern over Aull's attack then the possibil​ity that, "...how Do I Know but a Certain Clas of people may entice even the blackis to Commit Depridations on me."

Gentlemen

      As I have ever endeavored'd to Serve you and the publick I have ever expected to be treated in a Decent manner by all those in the publick works.  Instead of which I have been Shamefully Insulted by a Robert Aull a Carpenter lately from hear. The Circum​stance I shall relate to you.  Just as it was the first Day Mr. Aull came hear he asked me if I would let him have my room one that I have for the boy to stay in to be Convenient to Ginny (indistinct). I told him I could not spare It by now means. Thin he observd. to me he did not come hear by his own desire or wish but thire was a scheme in his Coming which a pleased Mr. Berry much. I Enformed Mr. Hadfield to what Mr. Aull had said. Mr. Hadfield thaut It proper to ask him what the Expression mint which worried (me). Mr. Aull Denid. saying but nothing was said to me until last Wednesday eavning when Mr. Aull attac​kd. me in a bill fration(?). My reply was to him that he had said so and so which he told me I was a Damed Rascal and whip me he would and a number of Other Insulting Language. With that I walked from him told him to mind his business and Did Not notice him he followed me and Struk me and thin I turnd. to him and struk him severel blows in my own Defense. Now Gen​tlemen if this is the Scheme that I am to be Insulted in this mannir I shall wish to Quit the publick workes for in my opinion I am not Safe in my Situa​tion for how Do I Know but a Certain Clas of people may entice even the blackis to Commit Depridations on me. I am prepared to meat this as my Dew attention is Required at this place. Thire fore I beg you to pay Due Amediate Attention too as my Situation requires protection from you. I remain your most Obedient Huml. Servt.

            
                   Saml. A. Smallwood
      

A Robert xe "Aull, Robert, carpenter\:Fired in 1799"Auld, probably the same man, was fired by the Commissioners a year later.

      Orderd. that Robt. Auld be discharged from public Employment & that the Superintendent do so communicate to him the order tomorrow morning at the ringing of the Bell & that Captain Williams give him Notice to remove from the Public Buildings now occu​pied by him.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 281-281.

Probably because his wife was pregnant, Auld was given some additional time to remain in his quarters:

"Sir





Washington 11th April 1799

   The Board in consideration of the situation of your wife have no objection to your continuing your occupation of the Temporary Building you live in, for 2 or 3 weeks.  Your boy is dismissed, of course, with his Master.

Yr Hble Servts.


G. Scott

A. White

* BALL, GEORGE WASHINGTON'S BIRTHDAY (1797)

NOTICE

      There will be a BALL at Scott's Little Hotel, in the City (of) Washington, on the 22d instant, to commemorate the birth of George Washington

By Order of the Managers,

Feb. 18, 1797

___________________

      In Commemoration of the Birth of George Washington, President of the United States, there will be an assembly at the Union Tavern on Wednesday Evening, the 22d inst. ---- To which the (?) favoured the Ladies Company, in the City of Washington and George Town, and the vicinities is requested

WILLIAM DEAKINS, jun  \

JAMES M LINIGAN,
  \

JOSEPH FORREST

  \

HORATIO ROSS

  /

Managers

WALTER HELLEN

  /

ISAAC POLLOCK

  /

George-Town, Feb. 16, 1797

Washington Gazette, February 18, 1797

* BALLAST
5th June 1792
"The Commissioners ... do hereby order   direct and regulate that no ballast be discharged from any ship or vessel lying in (the) Potomac River above the lower line of the Territory of Columbia and George Town, or from any ship or vessel lying in the Eastern Branch but between sun rise an(d) sun set and that the ballast of every such ship and vessel shall be laid above common high water mark on some wharff or causeway and the Commissioners aforesaid do hereby appoint the penalty of ten pounds current money for every breach of the said regulations,"

Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., National Archives Publication M-371, Roll 1, p. 112.

* BASIC FUNDING STRATEGY FOR CITY (JEFFERSON AND WASHINGTON)
"When the President shall have made up his mind as to the spot for the town, would there be any impropriety in his saying to the neighboring landholders, 'I will fix the town here if you will join & purchase & give the lands,'  They may well afford it from the increase of value it will give to their own circumjacent lands."

Jefferson Note, November 29, 1790, "Proceedings to be had under the Residence Act,"  Padover, Thomas Jefferson and the National Capital, p. 31.

"6.  The completion of the work will depend on a supyly (sic) of the means.  These must consist either of future grants of money by Congress which it would not be prudent to count upon -- of State grants -- of private grants -- or the conversion into money of lands ceded for public use which it is conceived the latitude of the term 'use' & the spirit & scope of the Act will justify."

Ibid., p. 33.

4.  The district being defined & the requisite quantity of ground secured, the next step must be to fix the site for the public buildings -- and provide for the establishment or enlargement of a town with the district. -- as no special authority is given foir the latter purpose in the consent of proprietors will be necessary; but as they will have a common interest with the public interest, voluntary arrangements between them and the Commissioners may be readily procured in favor of any plan which the President may patronize.  Should any difficulties be apprehended on this point they can be guarded ag'st in the negociations preliminary to the actual location of the district.."

Ibid., p. 33.

"In conversations with Mr. Carrol, Mr. Stoddard and Mr. Dickens they were properly impressed with the idea that if the present occasion of securing the Federal seat on the Potowmac shall be lost, it could never more be regained, that it would be dangerous to rely on any aids from Congress, or the Assemblies of Virginia or Maryland & that therefore measures should be adopted to carry the residence bill into execution without recourse to those bodies: and that the requisites were 1st land enough to place the public buildings on; & 2ndly money enough to build them, and to erect moreover about 20 good dwelling houses for such persons belonging to the Government as must have houses to themselves, about as many good lodging houses, and half a dozen taverns."

"To obtain this sum, expedient was suggested to them.  To procure a declaration from the proprietors of those spots of land most likely to be fixed for the town, that if the President's location of the town should comprehend their lands, they would give them up for the use of the U.S. on condition they should receive the double of their value, estimated as they would have been had there been no thought of bringing the Federal seat into their neighborhood..."

Ibid., pp. 33-34.

"... it was supposed that 1500 acres would be required in the whole, to wit, about 300 acres for public buildings, walks etc. and 1200 acres to be divided into quarter acre lots, which, due allowance being made for streets, would make about 21000 lots, the vacant lots in Georgetown now sell at £ 200, those of Alexandria at £ 600.  Suppose those of the new town should bring only £ 100 clear this would produce 200,000 £ a sum adequate to the objects mentioned.  It was further suggested that the Assembly if Maryland would interpose to force the consent of infant or obstinate proprietors for a reasonable compensation."

"It was also suggested as a more certain means of ensuring the object, that each proprietor within the whole ten miles square should cede one half of his lands to the public, to be sold to raise money; perhaps this would be pushing them too far for the reputation of the new government they were to come under & further than is necessary when we consider the sum which may be raised by the sale of lots, the donation of 120,000 Dollars by Virginia & the possible donation of an equal sum by Maryland;

Jefferson Note, November 29, 1790, "Proceeding to be had under the Residence Act," Padover, Thomas Jefferson and the National Capital, pp. 34-35.

* BEEF - PRICE ESCALATION
"...Beef & Pork has been remarkably scarce for a five weeks past, and of cource the price of both considerably risen, The former of first quality; day Prime, cannot be had for less than 14@ 15 Dlls. per barrel; Prime Boston or New York Pork; is now at 24 @ 25 dlls; (indistinct) 100 bbls in market...

Letters Received, Graham Haskins & Co. to Commissioners, Sept. 9, 1797, Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., National Archives Microform Publication M-371, Roll 14, # 1203.

* BEEF - SAMPLE CONTRACT WITH MIDDLETON BELT - 1797
Sept 13th (1797)

"The following Contract entered into with Middleton Belt.

It is agreed between Middleton Belt of the City of Washington, of the one part, and the Commrs. of the Federal buildings, as followeth -- The s'd. Middleton Belt agrees to deliver at the public buildings, three days in a week or oftener, if required, one pound and a quarter of beef for each Labourer in public employment (estimated to be about 180).  The Said Beef to be delivered on Such says as Shall be appointed by the Commissioners, and an equal number of fore and hind quarters; the beef to be of good quality, well butchered, also, to be delivered in good condition.  The Delivery to commence on the 15th day of September and to continue until the 20th day of November next.  The Commissrs. agree to advance to M Belt One Hundred Dollars, and to pay for said Beef five pence per pound, once a month, after a sufficient quantity hath been delivered to cover said advance.

Witness our hands and Seals this thirteenth day of September...

Proceedings, Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., September 13, 1797, National Archives Microform Publication M-371, Roll 1, pp. 217-218, (of Vol. 3).

Also procured 40 barrels of good, well cured, merchantable beef, each barrel containing two hundred weight of nett beef...from Bennett Jarboe for twelve dollars per barrel and Commrs. to furnish barrels.

Proceedings, Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., September 26, 1797, National Archives Microform Publication M-371, Roll 1, p. 1, (of Vol. 4).

* BLODGETT'S HOTEL/LOTTERY (8th and E Streets, N.W. - 1797)
  "Who is the owner of the Hotel?

  Why is it not finished?

  Has the commissioners any thing to do with it?

  How long is it to stand as a monument of the number of dupes in this country, and the fallacy of the promises of those whose property or situation puts them above the law?

  I have been asked these and a number of other questions, which, as I cannot answer myself, I will thank any citizen to lend me a help[ing hand.

  When the Hotel is finished, the keys will be delivered to the possessor of the ticket which drew it --- the possessor of this same tickett must remember he has no right to the keys of the Hotel untill it is finished. ---

Washington Gazette, October 21, 1797, p. 3.

"If Billy Pitt is in want of money, it is a pity his friends doth not advise him to try Mr. Blodgett's mode of raising some by lottery.


-----------

It is true enough, I believe, that America has added to the flock of rogues in full proportion to the rest of the world -- and fools more abundantly -- witness Washington Lottery No. 2.

Washington Gazette, November 4, 1797, p. 3.

* BOARDING HOUSES (1796) - EXAMPLE

BOARDING AND LODGING

"Any number of persons may be accomodated by application at the bar of the Capitol Hill Tavern, on moderate terms.  A Shuffle Board and Nine Pin Alley are ready for those inclined to amuse themselves.  Every attention will be paid to give general satisfaction to those who favour the house with their custom.  Travellers may be accomodated at the shortest notice.  Convenient stablage provided.

ELIZABETH LESLIE

P.S. Wanted a good COOK, to whom liberal wages (paid monthly) will be given.  Apply at above.

September 10."

Washington Gazette, September 10, 1796, p. 3.

* BOARDING OF WORKMEN
1795

591
June 17
Ralph, George
Washington, D.C.

Recommending of Mr. & Mrs. Philbin to superintend the boarding of workmen.

Index to Letters Received, Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., National Archives Microform Publication M-371, Roll 8.

* BOX RULE (1796)
An advertisement in the Washington Gazette taken out by the xe "Greenleaf Syndicate"Greenleaf Syndicate's architect/builder William xe "Lovering, William"Lovering indicates one of the tools of his trade, the xe "Box rule"box rule.


LOST


A few days past,


TWO 3 FOOT BOX RULES

Remarkable for having the inches divided into 3, 10 and 12 parts. -- Any person who will return them to the subscriber shall receive three dollars reward or one dollar and a half for one of them.

            
                  WILLIAM LOVERING

Greenleaf Point, Nov. 3, 1796

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 192-193.

* BREAD - SUPPLY TO WORKMEN
Item # 40, Box 1 (RG 217) is an account of the loaves of bread delivered to the Presidents House by George Kleiber (sp?) for the laborers for the month of February (year not given - 1795??).  For the first three days of the month 66,66 and 67 loaves per day were delivered.  For the rest of the month he delivered 11, 12 and 13 loaves per day for a monthly total of 506 loaves.  He was paid 25 Dollars 20/100.  This is approximately 5 cents/loaf.

Item # 39, Box 1 (RG 217) indicates that in the same month he also delivered loaves of bread to the hospital, usually 5 or 6 loaves per day.

* BRICK HAULING - FROM MITCHEL & BELT KILN IN GEORGETOWN (1796)
1796 

   July 25th To hawlg. 35000 bricks from Mitchel and Belts Kiln to the Presedents House @ 2/11          $13.60

[Jonas Simpson]
[Box 3 #475]

[Box 3 #532] provides 3/6 per thousand to haul 27,000 bricks to Capitol.

RG 217, National Archives.

* BRICKLAYERS UNION OF 1814
"There was at least one other labor organization in the Capital City at that time.  In February 1814, the bricklayers had organized 'to establish uniform mode of measurement and prices,' the committee appointed to draw up rules and regulations consisting of William Diggs, Ambrose White, John Queen, George Craig and Jame s Bennett."

"The bricklayers did not have the sympathy of the general public, it seems.  Bricklayers were

 already well paid, the average man thought, and to attempt to extort more by organized effort, 
seemed unreasonable. 'It is not well known to all of us,' reads a communication to the Intelligencer
of February 22, 1815, 'that the prices of the latter (the bricklayers) have already been much
complained sof here, and that whole corps of mechanics who have ascertained the prices of work in
this place are ready in one or two of our large towns to pour in among us upon slight invitation and
encouragement?'  What the bricklayers achieved has not been recorded."

Emmett C. Davison (Editor), "History of Organized Labor in Washington, D.C., " John Clagett Proctor (Editor-in-Chief), Washington: Past and Present, A History, 4 volumes, Lewis Historical Publishing Co., New York, 1930, Volume 2, page 868.

* BRICK MAKING IN FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM (1790-1800)
"Jefferson Opinion"

"Opinion relative to locating the Ten Mile Square for the Federal Government, and building the Federal City

March 11, 1791..."

"To consider in what way the contracts for the public buildings shall be made and whether as many bricks should not be made this summer as may employ brick-layers in the beginning of the season of 1792, till more can be made in that season."

Padover, Thomas Jefferson and the National Capital, pp. 47-48.

Washington to Jefferson



[August 29, 1791]

"...When ought the public buildings to be begun, and in what manner had the materials best be provided?"

Padover, Jefferson and the National Capital, pp. 67-68.

"Notes on Commissioners' Meeting
Thursday 8th Sept. 1791

"At a meeting at the Commissioners at Georgetown on Thursday the eighth day of September, 1791, and continued by adjournment till Friday, the 9th, present Thomas Johnson, David Stuart and Daniel Carroll, Esquires.  The Hon. Thomas Jefferson, Secretary of State, and the Hon. James Madison attended the Commissioner in conference (see Mr. Jefferson's letter of the 28th August last)."

"The following queries were presented by the Secretary of State to the Commissioners and the answered thereto with the resolutions following were given and adopted:" ...

"When ought the public buildings to be begun, and in what manner had the materials best be provided?"

"The digging the earth for brick this fall is indispensable, provisions of other materials to depend on the funds."

Padover, Thomas Jefferson and The National Capital, pp. 70-71.

"...With respect to any Clay you may order to be turned up at the President House; I can say nothing, but that I have received no instructions from the Major to proceed in that part of the City, neither do I know how it might interfere with the arrangements he may have made..."

Letters Received, Roberdeau to Commissioners, Jan. 10, 1792, Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., National Archives Microform Publication M-371, Roll 8, Number 72.


COMMISSIONERS TO JEFFERSON

Commissioners to Jefferson
George Town 14th March 1792

"Sir/...

We have the satisfaction of informing you, that we have got a very large Quantity of Earth thrown up at the Presidents house, and that we shall soon set in to making Bricks..."

Padover, Thomas Jefferson and The National Capital, p. 118 (pp. 66-8, Commissioners' Letterbook, Vol. I, 1791-1793, in the National Archives, pp. 233-4, U.S. v. Smith).

1792

95
Apr. 13
Walker, George
Washington, D.C.

Requesting information as to uniformity in size of Bricks & their different dimensions.

Index to Letters Received, Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., National Archives Microform Publication M-371, Roll 8.

      xe "Bricks"

xe "Bricks\:Contracting for"Bricks would also be required for the construction campaign.  On May 3, 1792, the Commissioners entered into a contract with Anthony xe "Hoke, Anthony"Hoke to produce brick near the site of the President's House.

...The said Anthony Hoke agrees to make and deliver at the kiln (to be made at such place near the site of the President's house as Capt. Elisha xe "Williams, Captain Elisha"Williams shall direct) three hundred thousand merchantable place xe "Bricks\:Of Statute Dimensions"bricks to be of the Statute Dimensions, that is to say, nine Inches long two and a half inches thick and four and a quarter inches wide - The Commissioners on their part agrees to find necessary plank nails, and posts, dust or sand, water and clay ready dugg for making the said bricks, and to pay for the same when counted and delivered at the kiln fifteen shillings each thousand (i.e. $2/thousand) of the aforesaid quantity. The said brick are to be made this present person - It is further agreed that the said Anthony Hoke on making and delivering as aforesaid any further quantity not exceeding in the whole five hundred thousand shall be paid therefor at the above price - Any advances of money which the Commissioners may think proper to make before the delivery of the Bricks shall be deducted out of the price of the bricks delivered.

      Burning bricks required xe "Firewood, Contract for"firewood and on June 5, 1792, the Commissioners made arrangements to provide that firewood.

David xe "Burnes, David"Burnes agreed with the Commrs. to deliver sixty cords of wood at the brick kilns at the Site of the President's palace, for twelve shillings and six pence (i.e. $1.67) current money pr. Cord.

     Brickmaking takes a great deal of firewood and small groups of men equipped with axes are hard pressed to deliver the required wood.  So on the following day the Commission​ers advertised for additional firewood.

The Commissioners are desirous of contracting as soon as may be for 300 Cords of wood for burning bricks, to be delivered at the kilns or convenient land​ings...

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 114-115.

14 March 1793  Mr. Blodgetts delivered to the Commrs. the following agreement.

"   Agreement indented made and concluded upon this twenty fifth day of February Anno Domini 1793.  Between Samuel Blodgett now of the City of Philadelphia Gent. of the one part and Jeremiah Hale of the same place Brickmaker of the other part.  Witness that the said Jeremiah Hale for the consideration...

Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., National Archives Microform Publication  M-371, Roll 1, pp. 173-174.

1797

1057
Feb. 7
King & Nicholas
Washington, D.C.

Enclosing a sketch of certain sts. where clay may be taken for bricks.

1256
Dec. 6
King, Robert

Washington, D.C.

Reports that Clay for brick may be taken from certain parts of eighth st.

Index to Letters Received, Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., National Archives Microform Publication M-371, Roll 8.

* BRICKMAKING (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
A large number of bricks could be made and stock​piled so that when construction began there would be adequate numbers of bricks to employ brick-layers.
  The Commissioners on September 24, 1791, ordered xe "L'Enfant, Pierre\:Directed to throw up clay"L'Enfant to, "throw up Clay," at the President's House so that an adequate supply would be available for brickmaking.

Resolved that Majr. L'Enfant be instructed to employ on the first Monday in October next one hundred and fifty Labourers to throw up Clay at the President's House and the house of Congress, and in doing such other work connected with the post road and the public buildings as he shall think most proper to have immediately executed...

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 165.

* BRICKMAKING ACCORDING TO FRANCIS CABOT - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      Francis Cabot, writing from Philadelphia in fulfill​ment of his contract to report on, "which men and materials of various kinds may be obtained for the public buildings," 
, reported on November 26, 1791 on the terms of brickmaking in that city.

...If you are of opinion that it will be best to make the bricks for the Public buildings on the spot where they are to be erected, it is indispensable that you should have a man at the head who is completely master of his business. Burning them properly is the greatest art, moulding them the next. They pay here for an overseer of the burning from £ 10 to £ 16 a month (i.e. $26.67 to $42.67 assuming Maryland currency conversion rates). A good man can be found at £ 16 (i.e. $42.67). Those who mould from £ 6 to £ 8 (i.e. $16 to $21.33). The art of the burnings is conducted by common labor​ers. The wages of master brick layers here is 7/6 p. day (i.e. $1). They can not be obtained to go from home under 8/ to 9/(i.e. $1.07 to $1.20). When employed by the thousand (which) is the best mode, they expect from 12/ to 16/ per M (i.e. $1.60 to $2.13/thousand bricks, commonly abbreviated M).

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 165-166.

* BRICKMAKING CONTRACTS - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      In addition to a contract with Anthony xe "Hoke, Anthony\:Brickmaking contract"Hoke for the production of 300,000 place bricks
, the Commissioners entered into a contract with William Hill on May 3, 1792, for the production of 180,000 place bricks for the President's House.  To enable Hill to produce the needed brick, the Commissioners had to agree to provide him with plank nails and poles, dust or sand, water, clay and wood.  By the reconstruction of 1815-1817, there were merchants who provided bricks through the use of their own capital and through their own permanent brick kilns.

An Agreement made this third day of May 1792 Between the Commissioners of the Federal Buildings of the one part, and William Hill, brickmaker, of the other part, to wit. The said William Hill agrees to make and deliver at the Kiln (to be made at such place near the Site of the President's House as Capt. Elisha Williams shall direct) one hundred and eighty thousand merchant​able place bricks, to be of Statute dimensions, to wit nine inches long, two and a half inches thick and four and a quarter inches wide. The Commissioners on their part agree to find the neces​sary plank nails and poles, dust or sand, water and clay ready dugg for making the said bricks and to pay for the same when counted and delivered at the kiln fifteen shillings (i.e. $2/thousand) for each thousand of the aforesaid quantity. The said bricks are to be made this present season.

And as with Anthony Hoke's contract, the Commission​ers would furnish the necessary firewood. 

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 166-167.

Anthony Hoke's brickmaking contract reads (entered into on May 4, 1792):

1st May 1792

continued

"The following agreement was made with Anthony Hooke to wit,  An Agreement made this third day of May 1792 Between the Commissioners of the federal buildings on the one part and Anthony Hoke, brickmaker, of the other part to wit, The said Anthony Hoke agrees to make and deliver at the kiln (to be made at such place near the site of the Presidents house as Captn. Elisha Williams shall direct) three hundred thousand merchantable place bricks to be of the Statute Dimensions, that is to say, nine Inches long two and a half inches thick and four and a quarter inches wide --  The Commissioners on their part agress (i.e. agrees) to find (the) necessary plank nails, and posts, for the same when counted and delivered at the kiln fifteen shillings for each thousand of the aforesaid quantity.  The said brick are to be made this present person -- It is further agreed that the said Anthony Hoke on making and delivering as aforesaid any further quantity not exceeding in the whole five hundred thousand shall be paid therefor at the above price -- Any advances of money which the Commissioners may think proper to make before the delivery of the Bricks shall be deducted out of the price of the bricks delivered.

Witness John Sutter 

 signed  Th Johnson  Dd Stuart  Danl Carroll Comm

Anthony (his mark) Hoke

Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., National Archives Microform Publication M-371, Roll 1, pp. 101-102.

5th June 1792
"David Burnes agreed with the Commrs. to deliver sixty cords of wood at the brick kilns at the Site of the President's palace, for twelve shillings and six pence current money pr Cord."

Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners...  National Archives Microform Publication M-371, Roll 1, p. 112.

6th June 1792
"The Commissioners are desirous of contracting as soon as may be for 300 Cords of wood for burning bricks, to be delivered at the kilns or convenient landings...

Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., National Archives Microform Publication M-371, Roll 1, p. 114.

* BRICKMAKING - USE OF SLAVES IN WASHINGTON, D.C.
      Nothing much is known of the men who worked for William Hill and Anthony Hoke in making and burning the bricks used at the President's House.  Brickmaking was a relatively unskilled trade and it is likely that slave blacks or free blacks provided the labor required.  Nicholas xe "Voss, Nicholas"Voss, for example, in advertising for labor for his kilns at Great Falls, advertises for black workers, probably slaves.

    

A generous price will be given for ten or twelve

                   LIKELY NEGRO FELLOWS

to work at the Brickmaking business. For terms apply to Mr. Vincent xe "Whitehead, Vincent\:Brickmaker at Great Falls"Whitehead, at the Great Falls of Potomak, or the subscriber living in the city of Washington, near the President's House

                                     NICHOLAS VOSS
 

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 171.

* BRIGGS NAIL MANUFACTORY - WASHINGTON, D.C. (1791)
      Several years earlier a new type of nailery, machine produced nails, appeared in Washington, D.C.  The following advertisement appeared in the summer of 1794.

                           WANTED

                           at the 

                     PATENT NAIL FACTORY         

                       on Rock-Creek,as

                         APPRENTICES

A number of smart active boys, from ten to thirteen years of age. Parents or guardians of such boys may rely on their being well used; and if they behave well during their apprenticeship, they shall receive generous freedom dues.

            Application to be made to

                          SAMUEL xe "Briggs, Samuel\:Patent nail factory on Rock©Creek"BRIGGS

      The next year, the following advertisement appeared.

            
         PATENT NAIL FACTORY

The Subscribers inform the public that they have sent in for sale at the store of Messrs. John Suter and Co. a few

            
       CASKS OF 10d & 20d NAILS

which they will sell, for cash, much under the usual price of hammered nails

These Nails are made, by impression, from Common Nail-Rods, by means of Machines, for which Samuel Briggs Jr. has obtained a patent. Upon fair trial, they have been found to be equal to any nails hither​to used, in toughness, in stiffness, and in every other quality essential to good nails.

                           SAMUEL xe "Briggs, Samuel\:Advertisement for hammered nails"BRIGGS  jr. & Co.

      Briggs' nail machines and nail factory are believed to be one of the first in the country.
  Although there is no evidence that his nails were used in the President's House, machine produced nails would eventually not only supplant wrought nails (what Briggs refers to as hammered nails) but would lead, along with machine cut timber, to a revolution in framing of buildings -- the so-called "xe "Balloon frame\:Developed from cut timber and machine©produced nails"bal​loon frame."  This, in turn, would result in the restruc​turing of the house carpenter trade, through deskilling.  With machine produced inexpensive nails and machine cut wood, semi-skilled labor could now quickly erect wooden structures where skilled artisans were once required. 

      Briggs was not quite accurate in stating that xe "Machine produced nails\:Not equal to wrought nails"

xe "Machine produced nails\:Less expensive than wrought nails"ma​chine produced nails were equal to wrought nails in every respect -- worked iron will have a higher tensile strength than unworked iron.  But he was quite accurate in stating that machine produced nails would be much under the price of wrought nails.  An advertisement from 1801 provides us a cost comparison between machine produced and wrought nails.  Generally machine produced nails were one quarter to one third less expensive than wrought nails.

      
                      NAILS

ALL Kinds of Hammered and Cut Nails, and Brads, sold at my store in this place, between the President's house and the Six buildings, at the following prices for Cash only.

            
        HAMMERED NAILS AND BRADS      

                 
 By cwt. or 1.2 cwt   By retail under 56

    

 20 dy Nails     12  1-2 d per lb     13  1-2 d per lb

    

 12 dy  do       13                    3-4

    

 10 do           13  3-4              14  1-2

     

 8 do           15                    1-2

            
         Deck and Spike Nails, 11  1-2

                  
  CUT NAILS AND BRADS

     

 20 dy Nails      9  1-2              10  1-2

      
10 do           10                   11

      
 8 do           11                   12

      
 6 do           12                   13

      
 4 do           13  1-2              14

      
 3 do           14  1-2              15               

   


Washington, Feb.6,1801    SAMUEL xe "M'Intire, Samuel\:Advertisement for hammered and cut nails"M'INTIRE
 

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 188-190.

* BROAD CREEK (TIBER CREEK)
TIBER CREEK  This creek had a succession of names.  It was first Tiber Creek; then Goose Creek; then Tiber Creek again.  It was at one time also called Broad Creek.

Padover, Appendix, Biographical & Place-name Data, Thomas Jefferson and the National Capital, p. 517.

* BUILDING CODE OF 1791 (WASHINGTON, D.C.) - EASED TO ALLOW WOOD STRUCTURES (1796)
"But as in Georgetown, it was the simple brick townhouse with flat brick walls and applied details that was the most common.  Especially because of the early building codes of 1791 [FN 58] which prohibited wood houses, this mode was encouraged.  Since these houses are very similar to those built in Georgetown, we can assume that the same builders were active in both localities."

FN 58.  These are quoted in William Tindall, Standard History of the City of Washington (Knoxville: H.W. Crew & Co., 1914), pp. 122-123.  Because of their strictness they were suspended from 1796-1800; see Saul K. Padover (ed.) Thomas Jefferson and the National Capital (Washington: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1946), pp. 196-197.

Reiff, Daniel D., Washington Architecture 1791-1861: Problems in Development (Washington: GPO, 1971), p. 74.

"Although the original building code of Washington in 1791 prohibited wood houses, this was relaxed in 1796, and many small generally nondescript frame houses sprang up..."

Reiff, Daniel D., Washington Architecture 1791-1861: Problems in Development (Washington: GPO, 1971), p. 78.

"Not only was there considerable skepticism about the actual removal of the seat of government from Philadelphia to the new city, which tended to discourage private building, but the regulations that had been adopted by the Commissioners in October 1791 made construction somewhat more expensive than in other cities [FN 7].  Although these were suspended by the President in June 1796, their effect in the early years of city development inhibited growth and private investment, especially by speculators who aimed at quick profits [FN 8].

FN 7.  "The building regulations adopted by the Commissioners and Promulgated by the President are quoted in William Tindall, Standard History of the City of Washington, Knoxville, 1914, pp. 122-23.

FN 8.  "Originally the regulations were suspended from 1796 until 1800.  Jefferson in 1801, ordered a further 9-month extension of this period.  See 'Declaration Suspending Building Regulations,' March 11, 1801, in Saul Padover, Thomas Jefferson and the National Capital, Washington, 1946, pp. 196-197.

Reps, John W., Monumental Washington: The Planning and Development of the Capital Center, Princeton University Press, Princeton, N.J., 1967, p. 27.

The Commissioners issued these building regulations on October 17, 1791.

* BUILDINGS REGULATIONS (WASHINGTON, D.C. - 1791)
Washington to Jefferson


[August 29, 1791]

"Ought there to be any wood houses in the town?

7.  What sort` of Brick or Stone Houses should be built; ..."

Padover, Thomas Jefferson and The National Capital, p. 67.

Notes on Commissioners' Meeting

Thursday  8th Sept. 1791

"Ought there to be any wood houses in the town?"

"No."

"What sort of brick or stone (houses) should be built, and of what height, especially on the principal streets or avenues?"

"Liberty as to advancing or withdrawing the front, but some limits as to height would be advisable."

"No house wall higher than 35 feet in any part of the town."

"None lower than that on any of the avenues."

Padover, Thomas Jefferson and The National Capital, pp. 70-71.

17 October 1791

  continued

 "The President pursuant to the Deeds in Trust published the following Terms and Conditions of Improvements in the City of Washington

   Terms and Conditions, declared by the President of the United States this seventeenth day of October, seventeen hundred and ninety one for regulating the materials and manner of buildings and improvements on the Lots in the City of Washington."

1st  That the outer and party walls of all houses within the said City shall be built of brick or stone.

2d  That all buildings on the Streets shall be parallel thereto and may be advanced to the Line of the Street or withdrawn therefrom at the pleasure of the Improver: But where any such building is about to be erected, neither the foundation or party wall shall be begun, without first applying to the person or persons appointed by the Commissioners to superintendent the buildings within the City, who will ascertain the lines of the walls to correspond with these regulations.

3d  The wall of no house to be higher than forty feet to the roof in any part of the City, nor shall any be lower than thirty five feet on any of the Avenues.

4th  That the person or persons appointed by the Commissioners to superintend the buildings may enter on the land of any person to set out the foundations and regulate the walls to be built between party and party as to the Breadth and thickness thereof, which foundation shall be laid equally upon the lands of the persons between whom such party walls are to be built and shall be of the Breadth and thickness determined by such person, proper.  And the first builder shall e reimbursed one moretry (i.e half) of the charge of such party wall, or so much thereof as the next builder shall anyways use or break into the said wall.  The charge or value thereof to be set by the person or persons appointed by the Commission.

5th  As temporary conveniences will be proper for lodging workmen and securing materials for building, it is to be understood that such may be created with the approbation of the Commissioners, but they may be removed and discontinued by the special order of the Commissioners.

6th  The way into the squares being designed in a special manner for the common use and convenience of the occupiers of the respective squares, the property in the same is reserved to the public, so that there be an immediate interference on any abuse of the use therefor by any individual to the nuisance or obstruction of others.  The proprietors of the Lots adjoining the entrance into the squares, on arching over the Entrance and fixing gates in the manner the Commissioners shall approve shall be intitled to divide the space over the arching and build it up with the range of that line of the square.

7th  No vaults shall be permitted under the streets the street (duplicate in the original) nor any encroachments on the foot way above by stoops, porches, cellar doors, windows, ditches or leaning walls, nor shall there be any projection over the streets, other than the eves of the house without the consent of the Commissioners.

8th  These regulations are the terms and conditions under and upon which conveys arices (???) are to be made according to the deeds in Trust of the Lands within the City.

Signed

Gwashington

Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners and of the Offices Concerned With Public Buildings, 1791-1867, Roll 1, National Archives Microfilm Publication No. M371, pp. 33-34.

1795

622
July 20
Commissioners
Washington, D.C.

Regulations respecting Buildings and the blocking up of Sts.

Index to Letters Received, Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., National Archives Microform Publication M-371, Roll 8.

1796

1011
Dec. 24
Nicholson, John
Washington, D.C.

Enclosing Legal opinion of Mr. Cook in relation to building clause in Deed.

Index to Letters Received, Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., National Archives Microform Publication M-371, Roll 8.

* BUILDING REGULATIONS - WALL THICKNESSES (WASHINGTON, D.C. - 1795)
CITY OF WASHINGTON  JULY 20, '95

BY VIRTUE OF AN ACT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY of Maryland, intitled, "An Act concerning the Territory of Columbia," the Commissioners have established the following Regulations:

   III.  That the walls of dwelling-houses & kitchens in the said city  of Washington shall be not less than of the thickness hereafter mentioned; viz: -- Dwelling-House three Stories high   the Walls of the Cellars shall be Two Feet thick; of the first Story   Eighteen Inches thick;the second Story   Fourteen Inches and the third Story   Nine Inches thick ----Dwelling houses or Kitchens one Story high, the Walls of the Cellars shall be Eighteen Inches thick; the Walls above Nine Inches thick.

   Party Walls are hereby subjected to the same Regulation.

   Every Person whether the Owner of the Soil or Master-Workman who shall erect any Dwelling-House or Kitchen in the said City of Washington, the Walls of which shall not be of the thickness of these Regulations established, shall forfeit the Sum of Twenty Dollars for every such offence.

   All Penalties by these Regulations imposed, shall be recovered and applied in the manner directed by the before mentioned Act of Assembly.

   By Order of the Commissioners

T. Johnson  Jun   Sec'ry

Impartial Observor & Washington Advertiser, October 1, 1795.

* BUILDING THE TEMPORARY BUILDINGS FOR THE WORKMEN
      Before construction of the public buildings could begin the Commissioners also had to build xe "Workers' sheds"workers' sheds, xe "Workers' housing"workers' housing, a xe "Hospital for the workers"hospital for the workers and struc​tures for the various building trades to be employed.  The following contract, probably for the xe "Workers' Shed\:Stone cutters at the President's House"stone cutters at the President's House, indicates what these temporary build​ings were like.

Agreemt. this 12th April 1792, Between the Commrs. for the Federal buildings and William xe "Knowles, William"Knowles. The said William Knowles is to erect a temporary building near the place assigned for the Presidt. Palace 50 feet long 24 wide covered with plank and end (in?) a groove to be cut in the under planks, weatherboarding. Ends to be planked, two pairs of folding doors. The doors allowing a space of nine feet entry at the two Doors. The posts to be three feet apart and three feet in the ground rammed well. Every third pair of post to be secured by a peice (sic) across the house, let into the posts dovetailed. The timber for all the scantling, the plank nailes and other materials to be and all carried to the spot by the Comrs. and they to pay to the said William Knowles fifteen pounds (i.e. $40) on his finishing the work. The Timber for scantling to be found in the round for which a bill is to be given.

      xe "Plank nails"Plank nails, as used in the above quote, probably refers to wooden nails (also called xe "Tree nails"tree nails) made from hard wood and used in lieu of the more expensive hand forged iron nails.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 120-121.

* BURIAL GROUNDS
15th to 24th

April 1794

"Mr. Hoben is requested to select some public grounds in the City of Washington proper for a Burying Grounds."

Proceedings, Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., National Archives Microform Publication M-371, Roll 1, page 238.


COMMISSIONERS' OFFICE


City of Washington, 28th February, 1798

In consequences of the numerous objections which have been made against Burial grounds in other cities, the Commissioners of the City of Washington have laid out two squares on the border of the City, viz., Square No. 109 and Square No. 1026, and have directed a portion of each to be inclosed for public Burial grounds for the use of all denominations of People.

By order

THOMAS MUNROE, Cl. Com.

Washington Gazette, March 10, 1798, p. 3.

* BUSINESS CENSUS OF 1803
"A census taken of Business Washington is informative and interesting.  There were then in the city the following:

Architects, 4; merchant tailors, 2; notaries public, 1; clerks, 10; merchants 21; stone-cutters, 16; lumber merchants, 2; carters, 18; tailors, 17; gentlemen, 15; nailers, 2; peddlers, 8; painters, 4; painters and glaziers, 2; carpenters, 63; joiners, 12; physicians, 6; cabinet makers, 7; printers, 10; laborers, 82; bricklayers, 18; turners, 1; tavern keepers, 9; sailmakers, 2; coopers, 1; nail cutters, 1; house carpenters, 13; limners, 2; shoemakers, 23; pump makers, 3; millwrights, 1; plasterers, 13; bakers, 6; carvers and gilders, 1; brickmakers, 1; stone masons, 7; booksellers, 2; grocers, 2; Officers of the Government, 24; brewers, 1; lawyers, 4; blacksmiths, 8; masons, 2; ministers of the gospel, 3; schoolmasters, 5; shop keepers, 33; chair makers, 2; coach makers, 2, etc.

Washington Topham (Editor), "A Survey of the Commercial and Industrial Development of the District of Columbia," in John Clagett Proctor (Editor-in-Chief), Washington: Past and Present, A History, 4 volumes, Lewis Historical Publishing Co., New York, 1930.  Volume 2, p. 692.

* CABOT, FRANCIS - COMMISSIONERS' LOBBYIST AND SPY
1791

57
Nov. 26
Cabot, Francis
Washington, D.C.

Accepts proposals of Commrs. to travel through the Eastern States

62
Dec. 11
Cabot, Francis
Phila. Penna.


Informs the Commrs. on various subjects connected with business as their Agent.

65
Dec. 29
Cabot, Francis
Beverly, Mass. (?)

Informs the Commrs. on various subjects connected with business as their Agent.

1792

82
Mar. 9
Cabot, Francis
Phila. Penna.

Notifying Comrs. of his arrival in Phila. and requesting further instructions.

Index to Letters Received, Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., National Archives Microform Publication M-371, Roll 8.

      Despite the many problems in providing adequate building materials and the infrastructure needed to sustain building operations, the Commissioners knew that their biggest problem was not in the Federal city or its vicinity but in xe "Philadelphia"Philadelphia.  On March 9, 1791, the Commissioners hired a lobbyist and Congressional informant.  It was this man who informed the Commissioners of the need for speed in construction of the new Federal city -- otherwise the Commissioners might lose the designation of the new Federal capital to another city.

Resolved that Mr. Francis xe "Cabot, Francis\:Contract with Commissioners"Cabot has been allowed one thousand dollars for the purpose of travelling in the Eastern States and informing himself minutely of the terms on which men and material of various kinds may be obtained for the public buildings.

      In an age when the daily rate for a qualified work​man was $1/day, a contract for $1000 for a nine month term was extraordinary.  And for this money apparently Cabot only provided the Commissioners with three letters, all relative​ly brief concerning, "...the terms on which men and materi​al...may be obtained..."  His first letter, to the Commis​sioners, from xe "Philadelphia"Philadelphia on December 11, 1791 reveals why he was really sent, as a lobbyist and to gain information on what was happening in Congress.  He report​ed on the very thin support that the new Federal city had in Congress and warned that the enemies of the new Federal city "are not only numerous but potent."

In conformity to your request...I have endeavor'd to account the (for) the feeling and sentiments of the gentlemen who compose  the Federal Government...(with respect to the Federal City on the Potomac) its many difficulties are stated against it. That its enemies are not only numerous but potent. Among them are many from the Eastern States influenced by a conviction that the plan was an eligible one. That it ought to meet the support of the eastern people. I (called?) their attention to the Subject after stating the various advantages it offers to New England in a commercial point of view and (after) contradicting the prevailing idea that its (climate?) was un​healthy.  ...some good effect (was?) produced on their mind. Some of the most influential characters from New England are its advocates and I say that on Publick principles they are its friends. There advice is that the (building?) progress with promptitude and I think that the best response will flow from an immediate exertions of all the funds that can be commanded or anticipated and that every new step which is taken in this way will furnish new arguments to its friends and in the same degree as may an important with time to diminish the exertions of its enemies ...

      xe "Cabot, Francis"Cabot was sent by the Commissioners to xe "Philadelphia"Philadelphia because of his connections with members of Congress, particularly those of New England.  His response to the Commissioners must have been chilling.  He reported that without apparent progress in the construc​tion program, the xe "Residence Act\:Need for Construction Progress"Residence Act may be in jeopardy.  And, the Commissioners hadn't made much progress on construc​tion.  An appeal to the New England delegation by a New Englander would have been natural since the main competitors for the nation's capitol were xe "New York"New York and xe "Philadelphia"Philadel​phia, both economic rivals of New England and both constructing "the President's House" in their respective cities.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817,  Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, p. 121-123.

* CARPENTER CHIPS
      On November 15, 1797, they also ordered that the carpenters at the President's House stop selling or using the refuse from their operations, called xe "Carpenter chips\:Commissioners 1797 prohibition on selling"carpenter chips, as their own.  

Ordered that no Carpenters or others in public Em​ployment be hereafter permitted to use or dispose of what are commonly called Carpenter Chips, but that the same be distributed once a Week to the public Laborer's for fire Wood.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817,  Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, p. 251.

* CARPENTER'S PETITION OF 1796  - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
 There was some agitation amongst the workmen for higher wages.  On June 6, 1796, xe "Farm,           , carpenter\:Petition to Commissioners in 1796"Farm and other carpenters working at the Capitol would petition the Commissioners for an in​crease in their wages.
  This was not ap​proved. Construction continued.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 241.

* CARVER'S PETITION OF 1797 - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
In March of 1797 the stone carvers at the Capitol appealed for additional wages.

Gentlemen

      We the undersig'nd Employ'd in the Carving Bussiness at the Capitol Being Seirously impress'd that our Services deserves a greater compensation than what we present recieve --  have thought it our duty to Apply to the Honourd. Board for consideration thereof.

      As to our abilitys and Attentions to Bussiness we Meger (?) to Mr. Edwards who presides over us and what further compensation we merit.

            
                             March 17th 1797

      
James xe "Jack, James, stone carver\:Signed 1797 for additional wages"Jack                    Francis xe "Cochran, Francis, stone carver\:Signed 1797 letter for additional wages"Cochran

      
Fredk. xe "Gibson, Frederick, stone carver\:Signed 1797 for additional wages"Gibson                 Archie xe "Burns, Archie, stone carver\:Signed 1797 letter for additional wages"Burns

      
Joseph xe "Huddleston, Joseph, stone carver\:Signed 1797 letter for additional wages"Huddleston
   

No action was taken on this petition and work con​tinued.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 242.

* CHAIN BRIDGE - FIRST ONE (1797)
"... Sketch of the Bridge at the little Falls of the Potowmac..."
16 March 1798

Pencil, pen and ink, watercolor

17.8 cm x 26.0 cm (7 in. x 10-1/4 in.)

B H Latrobe Boneval

Sketchbook III

Rough Sketch of the Bridge at the Little Falls of the Potowmac about 3 miles above George town.  The Span of the Bridge is about 120 feet.  The highth of the King posts appeared to be about 15 feet.  It was framed in New England of White pine, and brought hither by Water. (BHL, Sketchbook III) ...

   For this view, Latrobe was looking upstream from a spot in Arlington County on the Virginia, or southwest, bank of the Potomac, immediately below the mouth of Pimmit Run.  The bridge, the first to be erected at the present-day Chain Bridge, was built in 1797 by the Georgetown Bridge Company, a group of merchants who washed to facilitate the transportation of goods from the upper country of Virginia into Georgetown via the Georgetown-Leesburg Road.  The company contracted with "Timothy Palmer, an Artist, eminantly distinguished by the Bridges he has lately built over the rivers, the Merimick, in the State of Massachusetts, and Piscataqua, in New Hampshire" to design the bridge and supervise its construction (Columbian Chronicle [Georgetown, D.C.] 19 June 1795, p. 4)  In 1804 Palmer's bridge was replaced, and after the new bridge was washed out four years later, a chain suspension bridge designed by James Finley, was erected in 1808 ...

Carter, Edward C. II, John C. Van Horne and Charles E. Bownell (Editors), Tina H. Sheller (Associate Editor), Latrobe's View of America, 1795-1820: Selections from the Watercolors and Sketches, (New Haven: Published for the Maryland Historical Society by Yale University Press, 1985), 400 pages, p. 134.  Illustration on p. 135.  Located in study upstairs.

* CHAIN BRIDGE - INDUSTRIAL VILLAGE ON VA. SIDE (1798)
"... Sketch of the Bridge at the little Falls of the Potowmac..."
16 March 1798

Pencil, pen and ink, watercolor

17.8 cm x 26.0 cm (7 in. x 10-1/4 in.)

B H Latrobe Boneval

Sketchbook III

Rough Sketch of the Bridge at the Little Falls of the Potowmac about 3 miles above George town.  The Span of the Bridge is about 120 feet.  The highth of the King posts appeared to be about 15 feet.  It was framed in New England of White pine, and brought hither by Water. (BHL, Sketchbook III) ...

   For this view, Latrobe was looking upstream from a spot in Arlington County on the Virginia, or southwest, bank of the Potomac, immediately below the mouth of Pimmit Run.  The bridge, the first to be erected at the present-day Chain Bridge, was built in 1797 by the Georgetown Bridge Company, a group of merchants who washed to facilitate the transportation of goods from the upper country of Virginia into Georgetown via the Georgetown-Leesburg Road.  ...

   To the left of the bridge stood buildings that probably housed the components of an industrial center.  At this location, Thomas Lee had established an official tobacco inspection warehouse in 1742.  Between 1794 and 1815, a gristmill, a brewery, a distillery, and cooper and blacksmith shops were set up at the site.  (Some buildings can be seen in Latrobe's sketch)

Carter, Edward C. II, John C. Van Horne and Charles E. Bownell (Editors), Tina H. Sheller (Associate Editor), Latrobe's View of America, 1795-1820: Selections from the Watercolors and Sketches, (New Haven: Published for the Maryland Historical Society by Yale University Press, 1985), 400 pages, p. 134.  Illustration on p. 135.  Located in study upstairs.

* CHARGES AGAINST HOBAN (1799) - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      Charges of neglect, for allowing the carpenters and others to slack off, were brought against xe "Hoban, James, Architect\:Charges of neglect brought in 1799"Hoban.  The Commissioners' letter of April 11, 1799 captures some of the atmosphere of the environment in the year following the labor unrest of 1798.  The Commissioners, having taken action against many of Hoban's men, charged him with negligent conduct.

We have had the Deposition taken on the information against you under consideration and though we think they contain pointed evidence of very negligent conduct in the foreman and indeed also in the Super​intendent, we do not think they merit our further examination of evidence unless requested by you...

If the facts be true that fourteen carpenters for a period of Seven weeks or more did not do one third of the work justly to be expected from them, that thir​teen Sawyers for a whole year played the same game, and sashes for temporary purposes have been made under your management which cost the United States little less than fifty cents a light; these were objects of magnitude sufficient to have attracted the attention of the Superintendent and ought to have been noticed and redressed by him...

We shall however mention them to you, that you may be prepared to meet the inquiry...

So far as we have been able to examine in the Ac​counts filed in the Office, there appears to be a great deficiency in the lumber furnished for the Presidents House and Temporary Buildings on that Square. The accounts, also, of Brick and Nails appear to us erroneous, and need explanation...

Your letter to the Board of the 12th day of March last make use of very indecent and even insolent language and such as they are by no means disposed to suffer from you, or any other person.

Probably the carpenters were staging a work slowdown against the Commissioners and in response to the wage cuts of 1798. 

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 291-292.

The thrust of these actions was aimed directly against Hoban, the Superintendent of the work at the Capitol.

      The Commissioners weren't in a position to fire Hoban, since his dismissal might shake the confidence in the Federal City on the Potomac.  And it would leave the Commissioners without a qualified builder with the Federal government scheduled to move to the new capital only a year hence.  Thus Hoban survived the purges of 1798 and 1799.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 293-294.

* CLARK, JOSEPH - SUBMISSION FOR CAPITOL IN 1790
L'Enfant may have been referring to a now-lost design submitted by Joseph Clark, architect of the Annapolis statehouse, to President Washington on 3 December 1790. (fn 7), p. 38.

FN 7. Clark's letter to Washington is in the George Washington Papers, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress.

Pamela Scott, "'This Vast Empire': The Iconography of the Mall, 1791-1848,"

Richard Longstreth (Editor), The Mall in Washington, 1791-1991, Studies in the History of Art 30, Center for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts Symposium Papers XIV, (Hanover and London: National Gallery of Art, Washington, Distributed by the University Press of New England, 1991).  Copy in the HABS/HAER Library. P. 54, footnote 7.

* COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA (1795)
By 1795 there were three new Commissioners.  They were Gustavus xe "Scott, Gustavus, Commissioner\:Appointed new commissioner"Scott, William xe "Thornton, William, Commissioner\:Appointed new Commissioner"Thornton and Alexander xe "White, Alexander, Commissioner\:New Commissioner"White.  These men represented a younger genera​tion.  They would oversee most of the first Federal construction program.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 226.

*  COMMISSIONERS CAN'T MEET PAYROLL (OCTOBER 1797) - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      But in October of 1797 an event occurred which would shatter the peace that the new Commissioners had achieved at the work site since 1795 -- the Commissioners couldn't meet their xe "Payroll\:Failure to meet payroll in 1797"payroll.

Sir                        Washington Oct 3d. 1797

      The present situation of our funds renders it impossible to pay the time-Role due yesterday, or to discharge the arrears of last month. The quarterly salaries which became due on the first of this month, are still unpaid. We wish those in public employment to be fully acquainted with these facts that no cause of complaint may exist. In the present State of things it is almost impossible to say when we shall receive a sufficient sum to discharge the claims against it; but we request you to assure all those in public employment under you, that the time Role shall be paid out of the first funds competent to the object, and shall be preferred to quarterly salaries or any other demands, except small debts due to Labourers and people residing at a distance.

      If, with these prospects, the several persons employed will continue at the buildings, it will be highly agreeable to us, and we hope the sale adver​tized for the 18th Inst., may enable us to discharge their claims.

      
We are, Sir, etc.

(To)Mr. James Hoban                      G. Scott

   
 Mr. G. Hadfield                      W. Thornton ...
                                              

      As we have seen, the construction of the Federal City of Washington was conceived more or less as a large land speculation.  The Commissioners had spent the money from the Maryland and Virginia state legislatures and had run out of money from land sales and therefore couldn't pay their September payroll.  From the workers' view​point, failure to meet payroll probably appeared much more sinis​ter.  The divi​sion between the gentlemen class and the working class was huge and it was probably difficult for the workers to understand, seeing the gentlemen Com​mis​sioners living up to their usual standards, that money wasn't available.  At a more basic level, the relationship between labor and capital was such that sala​ries weren't paid until labor was ex​pended.  In this case it was seemed as if the Commissioners were cheating the workers of their rightful due or using their labor as an involuntary loan.  Failure to pay construction workers was a prac​tice that would become widespread through​out the speculative building and which would eventually lead to xe "Mechanics lien laws"mechanics' lien laws -- laws designed to protect the work​ers from unscru​pulous practic​es by the contractor/capitalist who employed them and who would leave town without paying them their due salaries.
  Failure to meet a pay roll was viewed, by the workers, as a major breach of trust.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 243-244.

* COMMISSIONERS' PERFORMANCE - L'ENFANT'S VIEW
"Admitting however their confined ideas ... to be a kind of apology for the injudicious manner in which the business ... has been conducted, ... yet ... how wonderfully deficient they have deem in the prosecution ... of contracts of supplies of provisions etc. ... their inattention to a regular and economical method to obtain necessary supplies and the uncertain mode of procuring money ... are facts so evident as to need no comment."

"The only purchase of any magnitude was that of the stone quarry.  For full information of the manner in which this business was conducted I refer you to the enclosed letter that I wrote to Mr. Brent upon particular application from is brother, a copy of which has been forwarded by me to Georgetown..." (omissions in original)

Padover, Thomas Jefferson and The National Capital, pp. 97-98.

*  CRITICALITY OF THE YEAR 1798  - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      These events, in the last several months of 1797, would set the tone for 1798.  It was 1798 that would prove to be the major year of conflict between the Commissioners and the tradesmen employed at the Capitol and the President's House.  The year 1798 was a critical year for the Commissioners as the Government was to move to the new Federal City two years hence and the Capitol building had not progressed very far, although good progress had been made on the Presiden​t's House.  Further, the Commissioners were very close to being broke.  In October of 1797, they had to advise Hoban to inform the workmen that their pay was to be de​layed.
  They still retained much of the land they had acquired but they could only sell it at very low pric​es.  The Com​missioners sent Commissioner White, a former Congressman, to Congress in Phila​delphia to lobby for a grant or a loan.  If Congress authorized a loan, the Commis​sioners proposed to use their land hold​ings as security, to be sold after the Government had moved to Washington so that the could be sold at a higher price than in 1798.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 253.

      On March 27, 1798, with a secured loan of $100,000 in hand from Congress and with Alexander White about to come back to Washington from Philadelphia, Scott and Thornton wrote to him that it was their intention to take action against the high xe "Wage reduction of 1798\:Scott and Thornton state their intention to White"wages being paid to the workmen in the Federal city.

...We are very desirous of being fully ascertained of the prices of all wages at Philadelphia as it is high time to take up the subject here...

The tone of this communication was ominous.  It appears that Scott and Thornton had thought action on this subject had been needed for some time.  Alexander White consulted in Philadelphia with a stone cutter by the name of John xe "Miller, John, stone cutter, Philadelphia"Miller.  Miller informed him that Philadelphia carpenters and stone-cutters could be had, "...from a Dollar to a French crown per day."
 -- much less than what the Commissioners were paying their workmen.

      White was a former Congressman who was sent to xe "Philadelphia"Philadelphia to lobby his former colleagues for financial assistance to the new Federal city.  He had little or no experience in building and brought this information back to his fellow Commissioners Scott and White unmodified by qualifications such as the traditional extra charges that workmen command for working away from their native city, the extra surcharge for high construction season (March 1st through November 1st), or the possible motivation of John Miller in quoting a low wage for his own financial benefit.  Nor did White or the other Commissioners ques​tion the same wage quoted for both carpenters and stone cutters.

       White's information was the information that Scott and Thornton needed and wanted.  They decided not to advance the xe "Wages of the stone carvers and cutters\:Decision of 1798 not to advance wages"wages of the stone carvers and cutters during the traditional high construction season of March 1st through November 1st.  Since the workmen worked from sunup to sundown, many of them, depending on their building trade, were provided with a wage increase for those months when the longer daylight hours made longer working days.  By refusing to increase their wages during those months, the Commission​ers were dictating a wage cut.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 253-255.

* COMPROMISE OF 1790 AND RESIDENCE ACT (From Pamela Scott)

..."the wigwam of empire." 1. The painter John Trumbull used the phrase in a letter to John Adams on 5 February 1791. It is quoted in Kenneth Bowling, "Politics in the First Congress, 1789-1791" (Ph.D. diss., University of Wisconsin, 1968), 198.  The events surrounding the Compromise of 1790 and the enactment of the Residence Act, the congressional act which finally settled the question of the site of the federal district, have interested many scholars.  These include Bowling, as well as Jacob E. Cooke, "The Compromise of 1790," William and Mary Quarterly 27 (October 1970), 523-545; H. Roy Merrens, "The Locating of the Federal Capital of the United States," (M.A. thesis, University of Maryland, 1957); and Donald Sweig, "A Capital on the Potomac: A 1789 Broadside and Alexandria's Attempts to Capture the Cherished Prize," Virginia Magazine of History and Biography 87 (1979), 74-104. 

Pamela Scott, "'This Vast Empire': The Iconography of the Mall, 1791-1848,"

Richard Longstreth (Editor), The Mall in Washington,  1791-1991, Studies in the History of Art 30, Center for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts Symposium Papers XIV, (Hanover and London: National Gallery of Art, Washington, Distributed by the University Press of New England, 1991).  Copy in the HABS/HAER Library. P. 54, footnote 1.

* CONTRACTS, EARLY EXAMPLE OF USE OF - ST.JOHN'S, WASHINGTON, D.C.
      In this regard, the organization of the work at the White House somewhat lagged rather than led the private sector.  In the private sector there were examples of what we would term modern building arrangements -- designs by a professional architect who prepares plans and drawings and competitive bids submitted by contractors who work on a lump-sum fee basis.  These contractors would hire their labor by the day and would be responsible for all aspects of the work, including providing all building materials.  This arrangement was a long way from the process envi​sioned by those artisans who drafted the price books.  As might be expected, Benjamin xe "Latrobe, Benjamin, Architect"Latrobe was a leading advocate of this xe "New approach to building"new approach to building and used it in the con​struction of xe "St. John's Episcopal Church"St. John's Episcopal Church, across Lafayette Square from the White House.


TO MECHANICS

Proposals in writing, will be received by the sub​scriber until the 31st July, inst. inclusive, for building and completing a Protestant Episcopal Church, on square 200, directly north of the Preside​nt's House, agreeably to the plans and specifica​tions, which will be shewn by B. Henry Latrobe, Esq., the Architect, at his office at the Capitol. It is expected that the contractor, or contractors, will find all the material and stipulate for having the house enclosed on or before the 15th December next.

         

Per order of the Committee

T.H. GILLIS, Chairman

This notice must have raised some eyebrows because Latrobe was supposed to be on the public payroll working on the Capitol.  Subsequent advertisements contained the following addition.

Mr. Latrobe request those who wish for information on the subject, to call at the Capitol between the hours of 11 and 1 o'clock.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 319-320.

* CONTRACTS, USE OF, TO DISCIPLINE WORKERS
 The firing, without notice, of Richard Gridley effectively placed all other contractors on notice that such action could be used against them.  Undoubtedly it had a chilling effect across the city.  

      In xe "Canceling Gridley's contract\:Device for disciplining workmen"canceling Gridley's contract, the Commissioners had hit upon a device for reimbursing building labor that would ensure the loyalty and deference of those workers receiving money for work -- the contract.  On one hand, the contract offered financial rewards above straight wage pay.  On the other, the holders of the contract could ruin those who didn't provide the necessary deference.  It was for these, and other, reasons that the contract became the primary device of labor-capital relationships within the building industry in the United States in the nineteenth century.  It also became the primary device to divide the master build​ers, who became the contractors for the capi​talists, from the journeymen and apprentices, who became the day workers for the contractors.  The knowledge of the masters could then be effectively used to manage the labor of the workers.  Contracts worked well with day wages.  If the contractor could obtain more labor from the workers for the same amount of pay, the bonus was his in additional profit.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 290.

* COST OF LIVING FOR BUILDING TRADESMEN
To support himself (i.e. not to have the Commis​sioners provide provisions), a typical worker in the building trades in the last decade of the eighteenth century probably would have to receive at least $1.00/day (i.e. seven shillings and six pence in Maryland currency -- 7/6
), or about $26/month -- about $312/year.  Those workers belonging to the building trades, masters or journeymen -- the carpenters, bricklayers, stone cutters, and similar workers -- could command that amount.  Those without membership in these trades couldn't, particularly the common laborer.  The workers who couldn't command $1.00/day had to live in dormito​ries provided by the Commission​ers, eat food also provided by the Commission​ers, and when sick go to the hospital provided by the Commissioners.  Support of a family would usually not be possible.  A huge gulf separated the artisans from the laborers.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817, Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 48.

* COST OF WASHINGTON, D.C. - COMMISSIONERS 1801 REPORT TO JEFFERSON
December 4, 1801

Sale of 6,000 lots to Morris & Greenleaf by agreement dated 23d December 1793

Modified by another agreement April 1794

Property belonging to public   24,655,735 square feet

Equal to 4,682 lots of 5,265 Square feet each, exclusive of lots on navigable waters

These form fronts of 2043 feet and on them 4 wharves of usable condition.

Of the 4,682 lots:

since passing the Guarantee Bill in 1796, lots sold average
3,178 NE of Massachusetts Avenue

$343/lot

1,504 SW of Massachusetts Avenue

 105/lot

2043 feet of water front

sales average $ 12  71/100 the foot front

Aquia Quarry Island cost 6000 Dollars & Wharves $3,221  88/100

Whole accounting of above
$884,819  88/100

Lots sold by Commissioners since guarantee Bill of 1796 average $470  71/100 per lot

Prices of lots sold in last 18 mos. by Proprietors

$579  15/100 for cash & on short credit

$921  37/100 on aa credit of 4,5 & 6 yrs.

Ground rents are from $1 to 3/foot front

$200,000 borrowed of the State of Maryland

arrear of interest $12,000 per annum payable quarter yearly

principal which is payable by Annual Instalements of $40,000 after the year 1803, "... are Sums which your Memorialists conceive, cannot be raised without frequent Sales for ready money..."

$50,000 in U.S. 6% stock has been borrowed from the State of Maryland, to be repaid on the 1st of Novr. 1802, secured by the Board of Commissioners, and real and personal security given by private persons.

Guarrantee law

Commissioners received $53,281  18/100 for sales of property pledges by that law

Commissioners paid      29,687  92/100 to original proprietors for property for public interest

Dollars interest
    42,000

"This, the sum of $18,406  11/100 derived from the funds applicable to the payment of Debts contracted on the personal security of the Commissioners, has been applied to the purposes of the guarantee, and thereby the necessity of selling at depreciated rates the Property pledged to Congress, has been avoided."

Debts, due and to become due

$144,120  80/100

Since Received



  46,081  99/100

Uncollectables



  80,000

(Bond of Morris, Greenleaf, etc.)

William Thornton

Alexander White

Tristram Dalton

Padover, Jefferson and the National Capital, pp. 240-245.

* DEAKIN'S QUARRY, ROCK CREEK, WASHINGTON, D.C.
William Deakins, for example, owned a quarry at xe "Rock Creek Quarry"Rock Creek, under the general supervision of Mr. Joshua Greigg.
 

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817, Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 107.

The full ad read:


NOTICE
      Any person wanting STONE from my Quarries on Rock-Creek, must first apply to Mr. Joshua Greigg who is authorized to dispose of the same.  Suits will be commenced against all those who may attempt to remove Stone, without permission first had of Mr. Greigg

WILLIAM DEAKINS, Jun.

* DESIGN COMPETITION - WHITE HOUSE
In Washington's letter to Jefferson of August 29, 1791, he set out a number of issues concerning the planning and construction of the Federal city on the Potomac. Washington asks Jefferson how to develop the needed building plans and how to supervise the work.

How ought they (i.e. the public buildings) to be promulgated, so as to draw plans from skillful archi​tects? And what would be the best mode of carrying on the work?

      In his notes of September 8, 1791, xe "Jefferson, Thomas\:Idea of design competition"Jefferson answers Washington's question by broaching the subject of a design competition.

By advertisement of a medal or other reward for the best plan - see a sketch or specimen of advertise​ment.

      In his letter of March 6, 1792, to the Commissioners, xe "Jefferson, Thomas\:Suggested competition announcement"Jefferson includes a suggested announcement for the adver​tisement for the xe "Design competition\:Jefferson's suggested announcement"design competition. 

      
                      A PREMIUM

of 500 dollars or a Medal of that value, at the option of the party, will be given by the Commission​ers of the Federal Buildings to the person who before the____day of____next shall produce to them the most approved plan for the President's house to be erected in the city of Washington and territory of Columbia. The site of the building, if the artist will attend to it, will point out to (the artist) him the number, size and distribu​tion of the apartments.  It will be a recommendation of any plan (that) if the central part of it may be detached and erected for the present, with the appear​ance of a complete whole, and (the other parts added) be capable of admitting the additional parts in future if they shall be wanting.

      To this xe "Washington, George\:Endorsement to design competition advertisement"Washington added the following pencilled note.

xe "Design competition\:Washington's endorsement of Jefferson's announcement"I see nothing wanting but to fill the blanks and that I presume the Comrs. will do, unless, after the words 'destination of the buidling (sic)' is added 'and situation of the ground' for I think particular situation wd. require parlr. kind or shaped build​ings.

       Whereas the idea of a single individual responsible for all aspects of building was well within the existing building traditions of the eighteenth century, the idea of a design competition seems to be particularly Jeffersonian.  But with both Washington and Jefferson pushing hard for action, the Commissioners ordered the following announcement of the xe "Design competition\:Commissioners' Advertisement of 1792"design competition to be advertised in the various newspapers in the principal towns of the United States.

      
                   Apremium (sic)             

of 500 dollars or a medal of that value at the option of the party will be given by the Commissioners of the Federal buildings to the person who before the fif​teenth day of July next shall produce to them the most approved plan if adopted by them for a Presidents House to be erected in this City. The Site of the building if the artist will attend to it, will of course influence the aspect and outline of his plan and its distinction will point out to him the number, size and distribution of the Apartments. It will be a recommendation of any plan if the central part of it may be detached and enacted for the present with the appearance of a complete whole and be capable of admitting the addi​tional parts in future, if they should be wanting. Drawing will be expected of the Ground plats, eleva​tions of each front and sections through the building in such directions as may be necessary to explain the internal structure, and an estimate of the Cubic feet of brickwork composing the whole mass of the walls.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817, Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 129-132.

* DESIGN COMPETITION SELECTION - WHITE HOUSE
 xe "Design Competition\:Selecting Hoban's Design"On July 16-17, 1792, the Commissioners and George xe "Washington, George\:Selection of Hoban's design"Washington examined the submissions for this competition and selected xe "Hoban, James, Architect\:Selection of design by Washington"Hoban's entry as the winner.  John xe "Collins, John"Collins' submission was considered, "...to be scientific and second in merit...they direct an order to be drawn on the Trea​sury in his favor for one hundred and fifty dollars for his acceptance as a token of their sense of the merit of his plan."

      Not much is known of John xe "Collins, John"Collins and his second place drawings have not survived.  It is likely that he was the builder who worked on the xe "Virginia State Capitol"Virginia State Capitol in Rich​mond.
 

      xe "Hoban, James, Architect\:Selection as winner"Hoban was selected as the winner on the following day, July 18, 1792, and hired to supervise the construction of his design.

James Hoben's plan of the Palace being approved by the President, he is intitled to the reward published and chuses(sic) a gold medal of 8 or 10 Guineas value (i.e. $22-$28) - The Ballance in money.

James Hoben is retained in the service of the public by the Commissioners - he is to make the drawings and superintend the execution of his plan of the Palace and such other work of that kind as may be in execution - he is to find himself and received three hundred guineas a year (i.e. $840)
 

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817, Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 132-133.

* DESIGN COMPETITIONS - WASHINGTON CRITIQUE
       Jefferson's idea for a design competition worked very well in the case of the President's House.  In the case of the xe "Capitol\:Design competition shortcomings"Capitol building, the idea of a design competition worked poorly.  The winner of the Capitol design competition was an amateur architect who taught himself how to draw but had little understanding of the building art -- William xe "Thornton, William, Commissioner\:Selected winner of Capitol design competition"Thornton.  George xe "Washington, George\:Complaints on Capitol Design Competition"Washington complained of that competition that an investiga​tion of each submission had not preceded the actual selec​tion.  If such an investigation had been conducted, the design defects in Thornton's design would probably have been discovered prior to final selection and the years of wrangling over the design of the Capitol (but not the President's House) would have been avoided.

...It is unlucky that this investigation of Doctor xe "Thornton's plan (of Capitol)\:Washington's criticism"Thornton's plan, and estimate of the cost had not preceded the adoption of it: but knowing the impatience of the xe "Carrollsburg"Carrollsburg interest and the anxiety of the Public to see both buildings progressing; and supposing the plan to be correct, it was adjudged best to avoid delay. It is better, however, to correct the error, though late, than to proceed in a ruinous measure, in the adoption of which I do not hesitate to confess I was governed by the beauty of the exterior and the distribution of the apartments, declaring then, as I do now, that I had no knowledge in the rules or principles of Architecture, and was equally unable to count the cost. But, if there be such material defects as represented, it would be folly to proceed on the Plan which has been adopted...
 

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817, Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 133-134.

* DISCHARGING OF APPRENTICES AND SLAVES (1797) - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      The Commissioners didn't stop at firing Pierce Purcell and Michael Dowling.  After having been informed that the carpenters at the President's House performed little work and that the apprentices and negroes did all of the carpen​try work, they issued the following order on November 15, 1797, the day after they had fired Purcell and Dowling.  They ordered that no xe "Discharge of negro carpenters, in 1797"negro carpenters (i.e. slaves) or xe "Discharge of apprentices, in 1797"apprentices be allowed in the public works unless specifi​cally autho​rized by the Commissioners.

Ordered that after the expiration of the present month that no Negro Carpenters or Apprentices be hired at either of the Public Buildings and that no wages be allowd. after that day to any white Appren​tice without an especial order of the Board.

      It was the Commissioners' intention to allow only a few of the masters to have apprentices.  As such, it was another step away from the eighteenth century building triad of master-journeymen-apprentice and toward all workmen standing alone with respect to their employers.  A few exceptions were allowed by the Commis​sioners, and on December 5, 1798, they authorized a few apprentices.

The Board agree to retain in publick Employment the following Apprentices at the following prices

to wit                                     Master

Henry xe "Charters, Henry, apprentice carpenter\:Allowed to be retained in 1798"Charters ,on Carpenters roll Capitol R Purcell

   

 @ 5/pr day

Thomas xe "Doran, Thomas, apprentice stone carver\:Allowed to be retained in 1798"Doran       Stone Carvers     Do    Henry Edwards

     

 3/9 

Philip xe "Garlick, Phillip, apprentice carpenter\:Allowed to be retained in 1798"Garlick     Carpenter        P.Ho.  P. Lenox

               5/

Wm. xe "Gill, William, apprentice carpenter\:Allowed to be retained in 1798"Gill              Do                   Geo.Thomson   

      

5/

Wm. xe "Johnson, William, apprentice carpenter\:Allowed to be retained in 1798"Johnson           Do                   James Hoban 

      

4/

Thomas xe "Browne, Thomas, apprentice cabinet maker"Browne      Cabinet Maker     Do    Jos.Middleton 

      

8/4

Charles xe "Boone, Charles, apprentice cabinetmaker\:Allowed to be retained in 1798"Boone         Do                          

      5/6

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 249-250.

* DUNBAR'S QUARRY AT ACQUIA

FREESTONE

      Warranted equal, if not superior in quality and colour to any on the continent.

      WE have commenced the STONE CUTTING BUSINESS at John Dunbar's Quarry, on Acquia run, Stafford county, Virg. which we mean to carry on in its various branches and in the neatest manner.  Those gentlemen engaged in building at any sea-port in the United States, may be supplied with (at least) the ornamental parts of their houses, at moderate expense; as by preparing the stone at the Quarry, there will be a great saving in waste and carriage.  Those who think proper to apply to us may be furnished with any article in our line, for buildings as well as tomb and bead stones, chimney pieces, steps, platforms, etc. and know our terms by calling on ___ _____ (indecipherable), Charleston, S.C. Mr. Alexander M'Richmond; Messrs. John Proudatt & Co. Merchants, Norfolk; Col. George Gilpin or Col Dennis Ramsay, Alexandria; Mr. Deblois, merchant, City of Washington; Mr. William Robb, merchant, Baltimore; Messrs. Jos. Warner Parkers, merchants, Philadelphia; ______ (indecipherable) New York; to whom specimens of the stone will be sent the first opportunity; orders left with either of the above gentlemen, or forwarded to the subscriber shall be punctually attended to by

JOHN HENRY & Co.

Acquia, near Dumfries 1st Feb.1796

   We will give generous wages to a few good Stone-Cutters   J.H. & Co.

   I will furnish Freestone by the ton, quarried agreeable to the dimensions ordered, and delivered alongside a vessel in Aquia creek (Potomak River) where any may land with safety that does not draw above ten or twelve feet water.  For term(s)(which will be made convenient to undertakers and others) apply as above.

JOHN DUNBAR

Acquia, near Dumfries 1st Feb.1796

The Columbian Chronicle, February 24, 1796, p. 1.

* EASTERN BRANCH BRIDGE (1795)
1795

698-1/2
Nov.27
Dandridge, Boo.
Phila. Penna.

Acknowledges a letter from Comrs. to the President and encloses plan to bridge Eastern Br.

Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., Index to Letters Received, National; Archives Microform Publication M-371, Roll 8.

* EVANS, JOHN - BUILDER (WASHINGTON, D.C.)(1804)
UNITED STATES  1804

68. WASHINGTON.  [For the Builders.]

   The Builder's universal price book; containing a correct list of prices to the works of the several artificers concerned in building, in dollars and cents: with observations on erecting sound and permanent buildings.

Washington: Printed for the author.  1804.  Price One Dollar.

vi p., 1., [9]-44 p.   19-1/2 cm.

Advertisement signed: John Evans, Pennsylvania Avenue, City of Washington.  Copyright date: 22 June 1804.

This item, is included, despite the lack of a sponsoring organization, as the earliest building arts imprint known to have been issued in the new Federal City.  The printer, not yet identified, may have been Samuel Harrison Smith of the National Intelligencer (cf. PHILADELPHIA 1795).

The author, John Evans, volunteered both biographical and bibliographical detail in his Advertisement: "Educated, articled, and regularly admitted a builder of the city of London, after an extensive practice I wrote the Builder's Price Book, and sold the copy-right to the proprietors of the Architectural Library (cf. NEW YORK 1801, 1802; PITTSBURGH 1813, mention of Jefferson's copy of the London prices of 1788; & PHILADELPHIA 1827, Folios No. 3 (X) note & No. 16 (a).]; the rapid sale which attended the publication induces me to try the success of a similar work in this country...In affixing the prices, the current coin of the United States has been adopted, to make it extensively useful, not only for the district of Columbia but the United States in general.  In the south the prices will require a premium, in the north a discount, agreeably to the advance or depreciation of labor...I intend to reside in the city of Washington and follow my profession.  I have had upwards of thirty years practice in measuring and estimating buildings, and design for buildings..." And in his Observations:  "I am brief...as I comtemplate, if this work meets with encouragement, to publish the Builder's Encyclopedia, a work of much labor and expense. Prices were specified for Brickmakers, Bricklayers, Stone Masons, Slaters ("N.B. Mr. Wyatt, an architect of the first eminence directs slating to be screwed on."), Carpenters, "Plaisterers," Glaziers, and Painters.  "Patent Tinned Copper,"  Evans remarked as cheaper than lead for gutters and flat roofs--this at a time when B.Henry Latrobe, erstwhile proponent of American copper, was using in Washington "Zig Zag roofs of Sheet iron," as he called them ([B. Henry Latrobe (signed p. 4).] American Copper Mines, [Philadelphia? samuel Harrison Smith? April 1800?], 8 p. (copies: Brit. Mus., DLC, MB [cat. as by his son, yet unborn]. MWA, NN, NNC, PBL); Latrobe Letterbook, 1803: 10).

It may be wondered what Latrobe's attitude was toward this publication, but no clue has yet been uncovered.  As early as 26 August 1797, while engaged on the Virginia Penitentiary in Richmond, Latrobe had enclosed to Governor James Wood a "printed book of the London prices," which is no longer among the papers in the Virginia State Library (W.J. Van Schreeven to Louise Hall, 18 July 1947).  In this communication of 1797 Latrobe clearly stated; "All the above [dimensions]...are rated by the price book of the Board of Works in London ... I musty observe that the book of prices of the Board of Works is lower than any other prices allowed in England by the Measurers."  This he followed with  citations of his own allowances at "Mr. Fullers seat at Ashdown park," and "in the police department."  At the Capitol in Washington, it is well known that "when the work was finished the measurements of every part have been taken by me personally, the calculations made, the prices determined , the bills made and sent in my own handwriting into the office of the superintendent."  (The Journal of Latrobe (New York, 1905), 148.)  Later, Latrobe procured an American price book for Jefferson (cf. PITTSBURGH 1813).

DLC, MH-BA, MWA

Louise Hall, Artificer to Architect in America (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Radcliffe College, Harvard University, January, 1954). Unpublished Ph.D. thesis. Pp. B - 73 - B - 75.

* FESTIVAL OF ST.JOHN THE BAPTIST

      As with the carpenters so with the masons.  The masons celebrated the festival of St. John the Baptist and the same Joseph xe "Clark, Joseph"Clark, serving as the Deputy Grand Master for the State of Maryland, presided over the 1795 celebration.  The following advertisement announces that celebration. 


xe "Freemasonry"FREE-MASONS

      The Brethren are requested to observe, that the next ensuing festival of the Holy St. John the Bap​tist, will be, by a community of the craft, celebrat​ed in the City of Washington: The Brethren will walk in proces​sion from the Lodge, to the Capitol, where divine service will be performed, with an address for charita​ble donations, to relieve distressed widows and orphans of deceased Brethren, by the Revd. George Ralph, Rector of Washington parish, and grand Chap​lain of Free Masons in Maryland.  After public wor​ship, the Brethren will return in procession to the little Hotel, to Refresh​ment.

   Tickets may be had at the little Hotel, in the City of Washington.

JOSEPH CLARK  R.W.D.G.M.

The Columbian Chronicle, Friday, June 12, 1795, p. 2.
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      This same event was described by the same newspaper several weeks later.

      
            CITY OF WASHINGTON

            
   Greenleaf Point, June 26

                  
   CELEBRATION

Of the Festival of Holy St. John, the Baptist

      On Wednesday last, the Free-Masons. mem​bers of the Federal Lodge No. 15, in the city of Washington, honored by the Deputy Grand Master, Grand Chaplain, with other Grand Officers and Visitors, marched in procession (preceded by music) with all their elegant regalia, to a place of public worship, at the Capitol, where divine service was, to a numerous congregation, per​formed; and a sublime masonic oration deliv​ered by the Rev. George Ralph, Rector of Wash​ington Parish, and Grand Chaplain of Free Masons in Maryland. After this they returned in like order, and having closed the Lodge in due Mason​ic form, partook of an elegant refreshment pre​pared for them by Brother Coghley, Master of the Little Hotel, at which with feltive (sic) innocence they drank the following toasts and senti​ments:

Robert J. Kapsch, "The Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 72.

The oldest lodge in what was to become Washington, D.C. was George-Town Masonic Lodge No. 9 (to become Federal Lodge No. 15).  The following newspaper clipping dates from 1790:


GEORGE-TOWN, JUNE 26

   "On Thursday last assembled at their Lodge-Room in this town, Lodge No. 9 of Ancient York Masons, to celebrate the festival of St. John -- At 11 o'clock A.M. they proceeded in procession to the Presbyterian meeting-house, where an excellent discourse was delivered by the Rev. Mr. Balch, from 1 Det. iii.8.

   'Finally be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another; love as brethren; be pitiful, be courteous.'  After divine service, they returned in masonic order to the house of Mr. Suter, and partook of an elegant dinner, prepared for the occasion.  The utmost harmony and good order prevailed thro' the day, and friendship and brotherly love shewn conspicuous in every breast.  They were joined by a number of their brethren from Alexandria, and other lodges, in commemorating the day."

The George-Town Weekly Ledger, Vol. I, No. XI., Saturday, June 26, 1790, p. 3.

* FESTIVAL OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST' DAY
      The masons also celebrated xe "St. John the Evangelists day"St. John the Evangelists' day, as seen in this 1796 advertisement.


FREE MASONRY

      The Officers and Members ofxe "Federal Lodge No. 15" Federal Lodge No. 15 will meet at their lodge room in the City of Washing​ton, on the 27th inst. being St. John the Evangelists day; from whence they will proceed in procession to Church; where a sermon suited to the occasion will be delivered by the rev. George xe "Ralph, George\:Grand Chaplin of Masons in Maryland"Ralph Grand Chaplin of Masons in Maryland; and a collection made for Charita​ble purposes.

      

    All  regular brethren are invited.

      

By Order

                  
    JAMES SWEENY Sec'y

      
Dinner on table at 3 o'clock
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*  FINISHING HARDWARE FOR PRESIDENT'S HOUSE (1799) - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      By the end of the 1799 construction season, there was a real concern amongst the Commissioners that the public buildings wouldn't be ready a year hence -- when the Federal government was to move there from Philadelphia.  Amongst other actions, they ordered the finishing hardware for the President's House.
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* FINLEY, JAMES - BUILT CHAIN BRIDGE (1808)
"... Sketch of the Bridge at the little Falls of the Potowmac..."
16 March 1798

Pencil, pen and ink, watercolor

17.8 cm x 26.0 cm (7 in. x 10-1/4 in.)

B H Latrobe Boneval

Sketchbook III

Rough Sketch of the Bridge at the Little Falls of the Potowmac about 3 miles above George town.  The Span of the Bridge is about 120 feet.  The highth of the King posts appeared to be about 15 feet.  It was framed in New England of White pine, and brought hither by Water. (BHL, Sketchbook III) ...

   For this view, Latrobe was looking upstream from a spot in Arlington County on the Virginia, or southwest, bank of the Potomac, immediately below the mouth of Pimmit Run.  The bridge, the first to be erected at the present-day Chain Bridge, was built in 1797 by the Georgetown Bridge Company, a group of merchants who washed to facilitate the transportation of goods from the upper country of Virginia into Georgetown via the Georgetown-Leesburg Road.  The company contracted with "Timothy Palmer, an Artist, eminantly distinguished by the Bridges he has lately built over the rivers, the Merimick, in the State of Massachusetts, and Piscataqua, in New Hampshire" to design the bridge and supervise its construction (Columbian Chronicle [Georgetown, D.C.] 19 June 1795, p. 4)  In 1804 Palmer's bridge was replaced, and after the new bridge was washed out four years later, a chain suspension bridge designed by James Finley, was erected in 1808 ...

Carter, Edward C. II, John C. Van Horne and Charles E. Bownell (Editors), Tina H. Sheller (Associate Editor), Latrobe's View of America, 1795-1820: Selections from the Watercolors and Sketches, (New Haven: Published for the Maryland Historical Society by Yale University Press, 1985), 400 pages, p. 134.  Illustration on p. 135.  Located in study upstairs.

* FIRING OF THE CARPENTERS AT THE CAPITOL (1799) - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      At approximately the same time, the Commissioners were investigating charges against Redmond Purcell, the foreman of the carpenters at the Capitol under Hoban.  These investigations led to the firing of Redmond xe "Purcell, Redmond, foreman of the carpenters, Capitol\:Fired in 1799"Purcell and four other carpenters working for Hoban at the Capi​tol, John xe "Dickey, John, carpenter\:Fired in 1799"Dickey, Thomas xe "Watkins, Thomas, carpenter\:Fired in 1799"Watkins, William xe "Keif, William, carpenter\:Fired in 1799"Keif and James xe "Tompkins, James, carpenter\:Fired in 1799"Tompkins.  The Commissioners appointed Peter xe "Lenox, Peter, carpenter\:Appointed foreman of the carpenters"Lenox as foreman of the carpenters, the same man whom Hoban refused to hire the previous year.

      The Board having had under consideration the several Depositions following to wit Samuel Fowler, Thomas Sandiford, Benjamin Bacon, Allen Wileys, Wilson Bryan and John Minors taken and now filed in the Office on the inquiry into the conduct of Redmond Purcell which said depositions were taken in the presence of the said Purcell; and having given him notice that they would hear him this day in his defence, and he having declined to attend for that purpose, Thereupon unani​mously Ordered that the said Redmond Purcell be discharged from public service it being the Opinion of the Board that he has been guilty of neglect in the execution of his duty; and is unfit for the service to which he has been ap​pointed by the Superintendent.

    Ordered unanimously that John Dickey, Thomas Watkins, William Keif and James Tompkins be dis​charged from public service: and that the superinten​dent do at the time of calling together the hands tomorrow morning read these two orders publicly to those interested. Ordered that no Superintendent here after do add or deminish the number of hands in public employment without an especial order from the Board.

      Resolved that Peter xe "Lenox, Peter, carpenter\:Appointed foreman of the carpenters at the Capitol"Lenox be appointed foreman of the Carpenters at the Capitol and that Redmond Purcell do give him immediate possession of the house now occupied by him.
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      Although the Commissioners could discharge workmen, reduce their daily wages, and discharge individual con​tractors, there is also some evidence that the workmen on the projects could retaliate.  And they did this through a work xe "Slowdown of carpenters"slowdown because of the daily wages uni​laterally determined by the Commissioners.  The Commis​sioners responded to this slowdown by firing the more obvi​ous cases.  The situation was described by James Tompkins (one of the four carpenters fired), in April 1799, in a letter to the Commissioners asking to be reinstated.  xe "Tompkins, James, carpenter\:Requests reinstatement after firing"Tompkins made this request on the grounds that he worked slowly because all of the workmen did so.  In keeping with the workers' sense of justice, Tompkins wrote that he hoped that he would be given a hearing.  The Commissioners didn't respond to Tompkins' request.

Gentlemen. I beg leave to write a few lines to you informing you of my present situation Which I hope you will take into Consideration, I am discharged from public Service and do not know for what. I have been informed it was for not doing my duty in plan​ning Shingles. Gentlemen, I do acknowledge that there might been more work done than was but it was so general that every man in the Yard took Whatever Liberty almost he pleased as the Main thing was to keep time. But even the Charges which was against me is a very Gross mistake for I (indistinct) and dress​d. as many Shingles for the time I was at Work as any many their. But I was not dressing Shingles more than three or four weeks. I hope Gentlemen you will take this in Your Consideration that I have been charged a lott of you and being thrown out of Work (indistinct) at this (indistinct) time it will Render me Unable to fulfill my contract with you and Support my family: And if I am discharged for not doing a full days Work every Day, every Carpenter might be discharged for the same reason. If Gentlemen you will think proper to reinstate me (indistinct) I dare say their will be no more Complaints against (me)as I expect this will be more regularity with the carpen​ters of the Gentle​men should not think proper to put me to work. I hope they will allow me a Hearing. I concive myself as much injured although I was a Journeyman as if I was the Master Carpenter.

      
I am Gentlemen Your Obt. Servt.

                             James Tompkins

This is believed to be the same James Tompkins that was referred to George Hadfield by the Commissioners on May 4, 1798, indicating that the carpenters on the project could enforce the work slowdown on even the newer work​ers.

      Two days later, the Commissioners received the following letter from another discharged carpenter, John xe "Dickey, John, carpenter\:Requests reinstatement after being fired"Dickey, also asking to be reinstated.

To the Honnorable Board of Commissioners

      I John Dickey humbley Prayeth that you will take In Consideration my Present sittuasion as Viz. that I have not got no work since my Discharge; that I have got a wife and family that never offendd. your Hon' whose Dependence is on my labour and begins five years in the Publick work hope that these things (indistinct) on I (indistinct) to lay aside ye Persi​eunion(?) and reciv me into the Works Again or to Pay me wage, Which will Demand from me the pays for was of (indistinct).

            
          Humble sert.  John Dickey

Dickey, like all others fired, was not rehired by the Commissioners, or was he given a hearing.
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* FIRING OF PIERCE PURCELL (1797) - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      Toward the end of 1797 the Commissioners issued a series of unprecedent​ed orders focused on the carpenters at the President's House.  The first ordered the firing of the foreman of the carpenters, Pierce xe "Purcell, Pierce, foreman of the carpenters\:Firing of, in 1797"Purcell, and the carpenter Michael xe "Dowling, Michael, carpenter\:Firing of, in 1797"Dowling, also the keeper of the public stores at the President's House.  These two firings are unusual in that no reason is provided by the Commission​ers, nor were there hearings held.

Orderd. that Pierce Purcell have notice that his Services at the Presidents House will not be required after the expiration of the present month and also that possession of the House now occupied by him will be called for on the first day of Jany. next.
   

Orderd. that Michael Dulin (i.e. Dowling) be dis​charged from Public Employment at the expiration of the present month; & that in the mean time he deliv​er up the Keys of the public stores to Mr. James Hoban.

     The Proceedings for the following day, November 15th, provide a glimpse of why the Commissioners fired Purcell and Dowling.  They were suspected of stealing from the public stores.

Orderd. that an Inventory be made of all the Stores now on hand in the Public Storehouse, by James Hoban & that Capt. Williams do assist in examining the Said Store house.

Apparently the Commissioners acted on oral reports of theft of public property without first determin​ing if any of the public property had been stolen.  Who was their secret informant?  The Proceedings of December 5, 1797 provide a clue that it was Joseph Middleton, the master cabinetmaker, as he is the individual who was assigned Pierce Purcell's house and assigned Purcell's former duty to take care of the public stores.  It was he who would later become embroiled in a major dispute with Hoban involving the Commissioners.

The Board agree to rent to Joseph Middleton the house now occupied by Pierce Purcell for one year commenc​ing on the first day of January next at the rent of 40 $ per annum. He agreeing to take Care of the publick Store house at the Presidents house and of the Lumber Yard without any additional wages. Or​dered that the Key of the said storehouse be deliv​ered to the same Joseph Middleton as soon as the Inventory of the Stores is finish'd.
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* FIRING OF PIERCE PURCELL (1797) AND HIS EFFORTS TO CLEAR HIS NAME  - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      From the Commissioners' records this is all we know of these firings, with the exception of two letters written by Pierce xe "Purcell, Pierce, foreman of the carpenters\:Attempts to clear his name, in 1798"Purcell to the Commissioners approximately a year later in order to clear his name and regain employment. 

Gentlemen/                        Septemr. 13th 1798

      With great confidence in Yr. feelings - I beg you'll allow me to lay some documents before the Board wch. will throw light on the charges made against me last November. -- impressions have been made on Yr. minds and on the minds of the public at large, unfavor​able to my character.--

      I am confident your love of Justice, and Order, would make you see me, and every fellow Citizen innocent.

      Had I been in possession of these documents when cited to the Board; I am convinced you would have assumed me innocent of the charges brought against me.-- The leisure I had for some time, to​gether with the well grounded hopes of being rein​stated in your good opinion, thus these documents made me diligent in collecting them. -- Happy shall I feel at Yr. indul​gence, in giving me an opportunity of convincing you how much I have been wrongd.

      
I have the honour of being Gentlemen

   
with deference and Respt. Yr. very humble Servt.

      
                      Pierce Purcell
      

      Unfortunately his enclosures have not survived the almost two centuries that separates this grievance from us.  However, in Purcell's second letter, written a week later on September 20, 1798, he provides some specifics on the secret charges brought against him by Joseph Middleton.  This letter reveals the strong belief that Purcell (and the other workmen) had that jus​tice was due to workmen -- one of the beliefs by workmen of the time which compels this period, according to E.P. Thompson, to our attention.  This is part of the strong egalitarian and democratic views held by the workmen of the time.  Others would later express similar views to the Commis​sioners. 

Gentlemen/

      According to yr. desire I have numbered the different documents I lay before you.-- No# 1 is Jnr. Loverings affidavit of the quantity of Materials necesary to compleat the Carpenters and painters work as the enclosed bill of Measurement by him will appear. -- Nor. 2 are the different Accounts of Lumber. -- Nor. 3 of white lead and Oil, -- Nor. 4 different affidavits - prove that all the post holes was dug and Labourers work done by white men. -- (except Jn. Lenox's No. 5) -- Nor. 6 Simpsons affida​vit clears me of Mr. Middletons charge that I had plank under the Shingles purchased from Captn. Hoban as Simpson will prove that he hauled Shingles for Thompson the Carpenter, out of the Lumber Yard, and their was a few planks under them Shingles.

       I am as liable to be wronged respecting the Oil, as the plank, as it was by chance I asked Simp​son about he business -- When at Doctor Cunninghams with Simpson, the Dr. said he was happy to find it was in my power to clear up that charge that he confused me very much about the plank, he hoped it was now in my power to clear up my charge.

      That Stephenson told him in that Room, that my character was torn to pieces and that the Oil I was accused with he believed I never received -- and that he had the Oil in his possession: -- This conversa​tion the Doctor said he wd. (indistinct-report?) before the Board. Dr. (indistinct -- Cunningham?) wd. go with me to the furthest part of the Continent on the occasion.

      It is well known to many in this City that I chartered a Sloop from Charleston and brought here porter, Brandy, etc. to the amount of 400 £ Sterling - The nails (indistinct) to I had from there, and half a barrel of them yet--Unfortunately for me I was open to suspicion, I have never taken to the value of 1d with a view of defrauding the Public.--I am now in a very destroyed Situation--Lately their has been a Job Depending in Georgetown...And was decided in my favour the day following. I went in to Law the agree​ment signed. The principal mangr. a french man, very politely told me, he was informed of a late affair, that was very injurious to my character--beged to be excused as he was acting for other people--of course I lost the Job.

      Gentlemen--After perusing these papers--if I am, should think me worthy, I shall be happy to be employed by you as a Journeyman, or on any terms you may think proper, as in time it may be a means of clearing my charatr.

     
      
      I am with esteem Gentlemen

          
      
    Yr. Obt. Huml. Servt.

               
      
     Pierce Purcell

      There is no evidence that Pierce Purcell was re​hired.  In fact, there is no evidence that the Commission​ers rehired any of the workmen that they fired over the years.  Nor is there any evidence that the Commissioners considered the evidence that Pierce Purcell presented before them.  In the subsequent letters to the Commission​ers the workers would frequently express confi​dence in justice and a belief in due process, all part of the egalitarian and democratic values held by the workers in the post-Revolu​tionary war period.  The Commis​sioners never reversed a firing decision once that decision had been made nor did they reconsider that decision. 
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* FIRING OF PIERCE PURCELL (1797) AND ROLE OF JAMES HOBAN - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      Pierce xe "Purcell, Pierce, foreman of the carpenters\:Longtime friend and partner to James Hoban"Purcell was a long time friend and partner of James Hoban, his supervisor.  The firing of Purcell was an action taken indirectly at Hoban and his management of the construction of the President's house.  Discharging the slave carpen​ters was another action taken against Hoban since he owned the largest number of carpenter slaves at work on the President's house.  Hoban's letter to the Com​missioners clearly indicates that Pierce Purcell was discharged without consultation. 

Gentlemen

      I understand from report, that Mr. Purcell who acted as Foreman to the Carpenters and Joiners de​partment at the Presidents House is discharged from that employment by the Board, if so, the Board will please to appoint a proper person in his place, to keep the mens time, and see that the work in the Carpenters and Joiners department be properly execut​ed.

     
      
             I  am with great respect

     
            
          Gentleman your Servt.

     
                  
         James Hoban

Washington

  

Dec. 4th 1797

     The Commissioners instructed Hoban, on the following day, December 5th, to appoint a new foreman carpenter.

Letter of yesterday recd. from Jas. Hoban.

Whereupon ordered that the same James Hoban do ap​point a foreman Carpenter at the Presidents House, giving preference to the men in publick Employment if deemed equal to any other Person who may apply. The Said foreman to be entitled to the same Wages that were given to Pierce Purcell & no other Endowment whatev​er.
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* FIRING OF REDMOND PURCELL (1799) - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      At approximately the same time, the Commissioners were investigating charges against Redmond Purcell, the foreman of the carpenters at the Capitol under Hoban.  These investigations led to the firing of Redmond xe "Purcell, Redmond, foreman of the carpenters, Capitol\:Fired in 1799"Purcell and four other carpenters working for Hoban at the Capi​tol, John xe "Dickey, John, carpenter\:Fired in 1799"Dickey, Thomas xe "Watkins, Thomas, carpenter\:Fired in 1799"Watkins, William xe "Keif, William, carpenter\:Fired in 1799"Keif and James xe "Tompkins, James, carpenter\:Fired in 1799"Tompkins.  The Commissioners appointed Peter xe "Lenox, Peter, carpenter\:Appointed foreman of the carpenters"Lenox as foreman of the carpenters, the same man whom Hoban refused to hire the previous year.

      The Board having had under consideration the several Depositions following to wit Samuel Fowler, Thomas Sandiford, Benjamin Bacon, Allen Wileys, Wilson Bryan and John Minors taken and now filed in the Office on the inquiry into the conduct of Redmond Purcell which said depositions were taken in the presence of the said Purcell; and having given him notice that they would hear him this day in his defence, and he having declined to attend for that purpose, Thereupon unani​mously Ordered that the said Redmond Purcell be discharged from public service it being the Opinion of the Board that he has been guilty of neglect in the execution of his duty; and is unfit for the service to which he has been ap​pointed by the Superintendent.

    Ordered unanimously that John Dickey, Thomas Watkins, William Keif and James Tompkins be dis​charged from public service: and that the superinten​dent do at the time of calling together the hands tomorrow morning read these two orders publicly to those interested. Ordered that no Superintendent here after do add or deminish the number of hands in public employment without an especial order from the Board.

      Resolved that Peter xe "Lenox, Peter, carpenter\:Appointed foreman of the carpenters at the Capitol"Lenox be appointed foreman of the Carpenters at the Capitol and that Redmond Purcell do give him immediate possession of the house now occupied by him.

The thrust of these actions was aimed directly against Hoban, the Superintendent of the work at the Capitol.
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The ousting of a fired workmen from his house, owned by the Commission, was standard procedure.  In the case of Redmond xe "Purcell, Redmond, foreman of the carpenters, Capitol\:Second order issued to vacate his house"Purcell, a second order had to be issued to actually get him out of the house.  This was done April 23, 1799.

      Redmond Purcell having had notice to re​move from the public Building now occupied by him & having failed tom attend to said Notice Orderd. that his effects be removed from said Building tomorrow by 4 o'clock in the afternoon & that he have Notice of this order if to be found in the City & that Captain Williams have immediately a Copy of this order.
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* FIRING OF REDMOND PURCELL (1799) AND HIS EFFORTS FOR REINSTATEMENT - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      Redmund xe "Purcell, Redmond, foreman of the carpenters, Capitol\:Requests charges against him be discussed openly"Purcell, after being fired as the foreman of the carpenters at the Capitol because of his dispute with George Hadfield, captures the workmen's indignation with the Commissioners.  He asks that "the charg​es fabricated against me should be discussed openly"  that his case be heard by, "three men of known abilities in the building line..." and "letting me know who the principal plaintiff against me is."  Purcell refers to these as "rights of natural equity" -- indicating the strong egalitarian and democratic values held by the workers in the post-Revolutionary period.  The ideals of equity, equality and justice were still closely held ideals of the building trades as late as 1798.  Purcell was essentially arguing for the equiva​lent of legal due process in the economic sphere.

      
           City of Washington April the 3rd 1799

Gentleman/

      By my letter of the 3d inst. I requested that the charges fabricated against me, should be dis​cussed openly and in the presence of three men of known abilities in the building line, and Gentlemen of honour and property in this Territory, and that be acting in this manner Yr. impartiality would be conspicuous, and your conduct in open day, I left it to your option to appoint these men. Instead of acting on these grounds -- instead of giving me time to prepare me defence, instead of letting me know who the principal plantiff against me is, which you should do in order to act in open day. One of your Board Mr. Gustavus Scott takes me short, and tells me in a preemptory imperious manner, that I shall be debared from some of these rights of natural equity -- and shall have no longer time than this evening to prepare me defense. No legal proof as yet has been exhibited against me. I will beg have to ask the Board, for among them I see lawyers, whether the law of assertion of dismissed and disappointed workmen is sufficient to condemn my character; let them be sworn legally, otherwise no proof can be stamped on their base assertion; how do I know but these witnesses ever suborned (?); How do thosever but some of my Judges may be of the principal plantiff. For you must know how Mr. Scott endeavored to defeat the exertions I made to hinder the embyzlement of some thousands of dollars thru the mismanagement of his favourite Hatfield, set forth in my letter yesterday, and how said, Mr. Scott exerted himself against me for having acted so. (and)

      However Gentlemen I do not shrink from having the business brought forward even at so short a period as tomorrow. In condition however of having three men of abilities on the Building line; I will appoint men, who are or have been in your employment. Messrs. Harbough, Lowering, and Stephenson for as I am conscious of rectitude, I will act in open day. You will exhibit my principal plaintiff -- I will compare the titles we both claim to honesty, it will appear who is the honest man; and this in the pres​ence of reputable and substan​tial witnesses; I will have recourse to this and my former letter on a future day, in order to ascertain by the public Judgment of my fellow Citizens; whether I have acted in open day.

     
      
 I am Gentlemen Yr Obt. Servt.

          
      
        Redmund Purcell

      Purcell was not granted his hearing, but his letter clearly indicates the expectations of the workers that the ideals of justice should be fully applied to their rela​tionships with the gentle​men class.  The Commissioners' lack of a response, on the other hand, indicates their belief in the market relation​ship and in their ability to hire and fire at will.
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* FIRING OF RICHARD GRIDLEY, THE BLACKSMITH (1798) - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      But the harshest action by the Commissioners was taken against Richard xe "Gridley, Richard, blacksmith\:Contract terminated by Commissioners"Gridley, the contract blacksmith at the President's House and a close friend of many of the carpen​ters working there.  On June 13, 1798, Gridley received the following discharge message from the Commis​sioners.

      
            Commissioners' Office, 13th June 1798

Sir,

      The Board having agreed with Benjamin xe "Bacon, Benjamin, blacksmith\:Replaces Richard Gridley as blacksmith to Commissioners"Bacon to do the Smith work of the public Buildings, you will please give him immediate possession of the shop you occupy.

      
We are, sir, etc.

                  
                  W. Thornton

                        
            A. White

(To:) Mr. Richard Gridley

      Where the carpenters had received almost a month notice of their separation from the public works, Gridley received no notice.  Further, Gridley had borrowed to buy equipment to service that contract.  He had also invested in the previous year in building lots, having bought three lots at the public auction of August 20, 1797.
  He needed the income stream from his contract with the Com​missioners to maintain his investments and his busi​ness.  Despite this, his immediate reaction to the unilat​eral cancellation of his contract was philosophical.  He sus​pected that his dismissal is because, "I am too Saucy, and that I am considered by many the author of a Ridicu​lous Publica​tion."  xe "Gridley, Richard, blacksmith\:Denies authoring publication ridiculing Commissioners"This is apparently a reference to one of the pamphlets that was being circulated amongst the workmen that ridiculed the Commissioners.  Gridley denies authoring this publica​tion, but it is apparent that the Commissioners' actions against Gridley and the President's House carpenters was due, in part, to the disrespect these individuals ex​pressed about the Commissioners, both ver​bally and through print.

To the Commissioners of the City of Washington

      Disappointment is frequent in all parts of the world; but agreeable ones is very acceptable. I must assure you I did not expect you would have conducted in the manner with me as you have, but believe me I am not in the least hurt in your proceedings, but on the Conterary I have had a letter wrote this some time and meant to have sent it in to you requesting of you not to withold your consent to my retiring from the Publick works in a month from the time, as I have experienced more trouble in my mind for this several months past, than I ever did in all my life before, seeing and daily seeing that an honest man could not get his reward, but by the advice of my friends I was induced to wait a little longer. -- I have only to remark that I wish you to let me know this day when you wish me to Quit the Publick employ and what was the reason you made up your minds to discharge, me in the Imvate (?) manner you have, without giving me the least Notice, and only to request of you a copy of a letter composed and wrote by Gustavus Scott Esq. and signed by Benjamin Baron, as it has been hinted to me by my friends there is a report in circulation, I am too Saucy, and that I am consid​ered by many the author of a Ridiculous Publi​cation, lately appeared, which I declare to god, I never wrote a piece, or was aiding or abiting, in any Piece, watsoever that ever, was Printed except an advertize​ment and as I felt myself much hurt in being leveled (?) I am now determined to write a Piece of Vindication of my character and I wishe do be passed of documents that can be relied on, to Convince the world I am not the only Honest man that goes unpro​tected. I am your Obt. Hum. Servt.

      
                         Richard Gridley
  

      In another two weeks, Gridley was less philosophical in writing to the Commissioners concerning his, "sudden dismission without the least Notice."  xe "Gridley, Richard, blacksmith\:Requests reason for dismissal"Gridley comments on the class nature of his relationship with the Commission​ers, "To you who move in a higher sphere than my​self...," -- a specific reference to the distance that separated the gentlemen class from the worker class.

      
                                  June 27, 1798

Gentlemen,

      As I have been dismissed from the Publick employ in a manner which may cause many to think I am culpable for not performing my duty, I request of you, the reasons, of my sudden dismission without the least Notice, being given me for what or why I was dismissed.

      To you who move in a higher sphere than myself, my removal may appear very triffling; but to me it is a matter of Consequences that my character so far as it respects, Faithfulness to my employers in the Publick service, Should be unsullied: this I trust will exscuse me for making the request and I hope you will comply with it.

            
     I am your Obt. Servt.

            
             Richd. Gridley

      The Commissioners responded to xe "Gridley, Richard, blacksmith\:Commissioners state Gridley had overcharged them"Gridley, on the same day that they received his letter, informing him he was dismissed because he had overcharged them, in one example for $14.33.

      
                          Washington 27th June 1798

Sir,

      Your letter of this day is received, and as we have no desire to subject you to any inconvenience or injury, we shall not hesitate to inform you why you were dismissed. The terms on which you were to work for the public were fully explained by your Contract; yet your accounts were generally very variant from the Contract: -- the very last of your accounts which was exhibited to the Board, was liable to this objec​tion to the amount of $14. 33/100 in one article.

            
             We are, sir, your

                  
               G.  Scott

                        
         W.  Thornton

(To:) Mr. Richard Gridley

      This response, from the Commissioners, brought an explosion from xe "Gridley, Richard, blacksmith\:Gridley accuses Commissioners of trumped up charges"Gridley and the statement that the charge was trumped up by the Commissioners.

                            City Washington 28 June 1798

Gentlemen

      Your letter of yesterday I have received and am astonished; that such a trifling excuse should induce you to make up your minds to dismiss me from the publik employ, pray now dare you to pass and pay my acct. if they were so varied from my contract as you complain. As to my last account I can only tell you that you have taken it for the last but one, however the error you complain of, was not an error but I suspect a design in yours, for how come you to pay me one shilling per pound for the same Kind of work at the Presidents house, but you being vain enough to take yourselves to be Judges of my work as well as that of others, has induced you to curtail erroneous​ly, fourteen dollars & 83/100 from the hooks of girders of the Capitol in my last account but one --- you must not think I am craving the publick work again for I actually would not do it again for fifty Dolrs. more than I have hereto​fore done it, while two of you hold the Office of Commissioners --- To con​clude, your letter is of a piece with the rest of your conduct towards those who would not subject to your will in all cases whether you had the right to command or not.--- I cannot forbear Noticising par​ticularly in your following "we have no desire to subject you to any inconvenience or injury," and further on "Your accounts were generally very varient from the Contractr: --- the very last of your ac​counts which was exhibited to the board was liable to this objection to the amount of fourteen dollars & thirty three cents in One awhile" --- I have extract​ed the foregoing because I have some hope Shame would prevent you Keeping a Copy --- and you may have forgotten the contents.

     You do not wish to do me an injury -- and yet you have willfully stated a transaction in Such a manner that any one who supposed you to be Just and honest with but common understanding would certainly think me a dishonest person. in Short your letter appears to me to be wrote only to do me an injury but I trust where we are Known it will not have its intended effect. --- although this is directed to the Board; yet it may be considered as addressed only to them which signed Yours to me --- I conclude by assuring you that if I think further attention to this busi​ness necessary I shall lay the whole before the Publick interspersed with a few anecdotes, which are necessarily connected, and a few Queries to which I think you will hardly evade giving a direct Answer.

            
                    Richard Gridley

      Across the top of this letter, Richard Gridley had written the following.

      
"No. 2 and the Last"

To this someone, either one of the Commissioners or their Secretary, had added the following.

      
"(Glad of it Richard)" and, in a different hand, "Briefer."

      Gridley's comment, "although this is directed to the Board, yet it may be considered as addressed only to them which signed Yours to me," is a statement of what the workmen thought of the Commissioners.  White was gener​ally liked but Thornton and Scott (who had signed the letter to Gridley) were both despised.

      Gridley was being punished for his close relation​ships with the carpenters at the President's House.  For example, the following advertisement indicates his rela​tionship with Michael xe "Dowling, Michael, carpenter\:Partner with Richard Gridley, blacksmith"Dowling, one of the carpenters discharged by the Commissioners in 1797.

      
             TO BE RENTED

            
  and entered on the 3rd of July

A Convenient Wooden House, with a commodious store in front, with necessary out buildings and a garden wall enclosed, nearly opposite Mr. Dermott's and the same now occupied by Mrs. Butler. For terms apply to Michael Dowling, at the Carpenter's Shop on the President's Square, or of Richard Gridley.

          
Washington, June 9, 1797
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      The last view that we have of Richard xe "Gridley, Richard, blacksmith\:Sale of possessions to pay his debts"Gridley comes just before he leaves the city, in the sale of his posses​sions.

                          TAKE NOTICE

In Consequence of ungenerous treatment received from the Commissioners of this City, I am determined to leave it in a few days.  To enable me to pay my debts, I shall offer at PUBLIC SALE on Thursday, 10th day of January, 1799 at my House on Greenleaf's Point,

A VARIETY OF VALUABLE ARTICLES, among which are

      
Feather Beds and common Bedstead

      
Mahogany Desk, Bureau, Tables and Bedstead

      
Windsor and common chairs,

      
Looking Glasses

      
Brass Andirons, Shovels and Tongs,

      
A Bath Stove, and a number of

      
articles necessary in a kitchen

                          ALSO

  

Three complete Sets of Blacksmith's tools, with an excellent large Grindstone, hung on friction rolers, one good MILCH COW, a HORSE, a handy BOAT -- new last Spring, a WAGGON, a likely Negro Girl, about 14 years old.

      They will be sold without reserve and delivered when the cash is paid.

            
                     RICHARD GRIDLEY

City of Washington, 31st Dec. 1798
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* FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C. - 

AND ROBERT OLIVER (1799)
The next year, 1799, began with the Commissioners firing two more carpen​ters.

      Complaint having been lodged before the Board ("by the Board having been struck over) of several of the Carpenters having destroyed (indistinct) as firewood the Chips and several of the materials at the Capitol & the said Carpenters having been heard on their defence.

Thereupon oderd. that John xe "Actkeuaud, John, carpenter\:Fired in 1799"Actkeuaud (sp?) Robert xe "Oliver, Robert, carpenter\:Fired in 1799"Oliver two of the said Carpenters be discharged on Saturday next from public employment & Notice be given to the whole of those in Public Employment that if any of them use any Chips or other lumber at the Capitol they will be immediately discharged & that a copy of this order be sent to James Hoban to be read publicly at the Calling of the Roll.
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* FIRST LABOR DISPUTE - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      The first real labor dispute in the Federal con​struction program occurred at the Aquia Quarry and, like most of the other disputes, revolved around wages.  Through​out most of the life of the first Federal construction program the stone cutters, because of their scarcity and importance to the building operation, would tend to prevail in their labor demands.  They demanded of Collen Williamson a pay raise to 10 shillings a day (i.e. $1.33), a demand that Williamson passed on to the Commissioners.  In their response acquiesc​ing to this increase, the Commissioners articulated their view of their relationship with the workers, that both the Commissioners and the workers were free to enter into a labor-wage agreement -- much like a contract.  This view would be restated by other Commissioners in later communica​tions.  In short, the Commissioners were espous​ing their belief that their relationship with the workers was a free market one. 

On considering the demand of the stone cutters, to have their wages advanced to 10/ a day (i.e. $1.33) though we think the Crown very handsome considering the employment they have had all winter, rather than part from them, provided they agree to work till the 10th of September and then both parties to be at liberty to make a new agreement, or not, at pleasure.

      The workers would continue to believe that their relationship to the Commissioners was one of tradi​tion, custom and of fairness.  A contract wasn't valid, in the worker's view, unless it was equitable and the worker was treated equally and with justice.  These were workers' views developed by tradition and custom and from their egalitarian and democratic values.  This conflict in views would become much more apparent in subsequent labor disputes between the skilled workers and the Commis​sioners at the President's House.
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      The stone cutters' wage increase encouraged the laborers working at xe "Aquia Quarry\:Laborers pay demands"Aquia to make similar demands for a pay increase to Collin Williamson, who in turn conveyed those demands to the Commissioners.  Since they greatly needed the stone from the quarry, the Commissioners also acquiesced to these demands. 

The Labourer at the Quarries you have mentioned to us to be at 6 dollars a month and that they now require seven - you must use your discretion as you may think reason and circumstances ought to lend you, if you make that advance we wish you to tie them by promise at least to their utmost exertions. We much approve your intention to secure a very large quantity of stone in the City this Season to provide against wants in the winter...
      

      The Commissioners may have acquiesced to the demands for a pay raise but they didn't like it and intended to take action to insure that they would not have to negotiate with the stone quarry workers in the future.  On July 7, 1794, they ordered that an advertisement be placed in the various newspapers to secure a contractor to run the public quarries at Aquia.  Through this means the Commissioners intended to transfer their labor problems to a third party, a contrac​tor.  This would become the preferred method of operation for the Commissioners. 

The Commissioners are desirous of contracting by the customary (indistinct) foot for the raising of stones at the public quarry at Aquia and delivery thereof at the City. Proposals therefor will be received at their Offices at any time before the first of August next and then contracted for on generous terms if there is opportunity.
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* FIRST SIGNIFICANT LABOR DISTURBANCE (1794) - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.) 

      This set the stage for the first significant labor disturbance at the construction sites in the new Federal City that occurred in the spring of 1794, as construction again began to move forward.  Colonel Stoddert wrote to Commis​sioner Carroll on May 26, 1794 of this disturbance. 

Twelve or fifteen of the masons employed in the City have already gone off in very great disgust in conse​quence of some late change in the manner of conduct​ing the work and twenty some odd more are going. These men wherever they go, spread disaffection to the City among the mechanics, and it will be found very difficult, if not impossible to get tradesmen to carry on the business. The tradesmen who arrived at Norfolk destined for the City, have stopped on their way, some at Alex. and some at other places -- some who have come to the City have gone back. Those men who went off a few days ago, have already published in the Balt. paper a warning to Tradesmen how they came to the City, where they represent the usage as very bad.

      The basis for that labor dispute is revealed in a letter to the Commissioners from some of the masons who remained in the Federal City, dated June 6, 1794.  The Commissioners had asked the stone masons to work under a contractor who had not been trained through an apprentice​ship and therefore was not considered a member of the building trade.  Further, the workers forcefully made their case to work "by the measure" rather than day wages.

We the under named Masons who were induced to come from different parts of the continent to the Federal City, under expectations of meeting with good wage, but who now find ourselves out of employ, certainly from no fault of our own, after having been a considerable time engaged in the Publik Service, performing our work faithfully, and to the full satisfaction of our employer, beg have to offer our Services to the Publick on either of the following conditions.

      We will build the foundation of the Capitol to the height required with rough stone; in a workman like manner which we are qualified to do, at 4/6 per perch -- having all materials laid down convenient to the Building -- And if found with sufficient attendance we will do the same for 3/6 per perch -- Or we will work at 11/3 per day (i.e. $1.50) -- But no man who is a tradesmen will Submit to work under those who are not so. We therefore cannot work under McDermot Roe and cannot help think it very hard that we Should be told we must work under him or be discharged After having worked so long for the Publick without complaint against us.

      We have heard assigned as a reason for the change which has taken place in the manner of conducting the public work -- That the Masons who were at work at the Capitol -- Idled their time and did not do their duty. This is not true, whoever may have made such represen​tations to the Commissioners -

- Let the work done this Spring be fairly estimated and it will be found that each Mason employed fully earned his wages, allowing the rate per perch at which McDermot Roe has contracted -- with this wide differ​ence in favour of the masons -- that their work will favor the test of the severest examination, and McDermot Roe is totally unfit for such building, and must be undone or the House will be ruined,  which we are willing to prove -- It is also said as a reason for the change, that the Masons refused to work without their wages were raised from 10/ to 11/3 (i.e. $1.33 to $1.50) --  This is not true -- the Masons said not a word about their wages until after they were told by J.Hoban that those who did not choose to work under McDermot Roe, might go about their business -- They were well satisfied to contin​ue as they had done for twelve months before all of a Day -- But after being discharged they had a right without any imputation upon them to hold their future services at what they thought proper --

                                           Robt. Brown

                                           James Maitland

                                           John Delahunty

                                           Jno. Maitland   
...

      The issues were unity of the trade and "work by the measure."  Also, the masons offered to work at a rate considerably under that which they contracted with McDer​mot Roe, 4 shillings six pence per statute perch (i.e. $0.225).  The Commissioners accepted this offer.
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Open threats were being made by the workmen against Hoban and Roe.  This is seen in the instructions the Commissioners gave Collin Williamson.

Sir,                                7th June 1794

      We desire you to inform the Masons who sent in a Memorial to us respecting the work at the Capitol that while we are happy at all times to receive any informa​tion from those engaged in the public service and their terms of work, we can never countenance a riotous and disorderly conduct --

      We are well informed that there are several of those who were at work at the Capitol who have issued threats against Mr. Hoban and Dermott Roe, and that the latter has been for his own safety compelled to take out Warrants against them -- Such it would be improper to employ without their satisfying the above persons of their peaceable conduct in future -- In the Memorial presented to us an offer is made for working at 4/6 per perch -- We empower you to close with this proposition and engage such of them as are not included in the above description without their compliance with the above mentioned terms.

We are etc.

Da. Stuart

Dan Carrole   Comrs.
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* FIRRER'S PLAN TO RECRUIT FOREIGN WORKMEN FOR WASHINGTON, D.C.
      The confidence that the Commissioners had in securing the necessary workmen precluded the adoption of an innova​tive plan to recruit German workers proposed to the Commis​sioners in 1793 by Charles xe "Firrer, Charles\:Plan for recruiting immigrant workers"Firrer, of Dumfries, Virginia, himself an emigrant from Germany.  But Firrer's plan illustrates an enlightened view of reimbursement for potential worker-immigrants and the living conditions of skilled workers at that time.

      Firrer's plan, put before the Commissioners on February 26, 1793, had the following four elements: the Commissioners would pay passage, provide a suit of clothes annually, rations and, at the end of two years, a lot in the Federal city.

 

1st The Commissioners shall furnish the Emigrants with a passage to America, during the voyage he shall have sufficient quantity of wholesome provisions, liquor, etc.

2. They shall allow each Emigrant one suit of Clothes per Annum, hereafter specified.

3. They shall furnish the Emigrant during his engage​ment with wholesome and sufficient Rations of Provi​sions, as hereafter specified.

4. They shall grant to each of the Emigrants, at the expiration of their servitude, a Lott in the City of Washington.

In consideration whereof the Emigrants respectively agree to serve the Commissioners, for the term of two years from the day of their arrival in America...

       This plan was obviously considered an enlightened one.  It was also intended to play to the Commissioners' strengths -- to utilize the lots in the Federal City in lieu of cash payment.  Firrer's detailed plan includes the clothes that the Commissioners were to furnish each of the workmen from Germany.  This is of interest as it indicates what clothes a workmen from the artisans class might own:

...after his arrival in America (he shall be furnished by the Commissioners) with the following articles of Clothing annually viz. 1 Hatt, 3 Shirts, 1 Pair of woolen and 1 pair of linen trowsors, 3 pieces of Stockings, 3 pair of Shoes, 1 pair of Leather Breeches, and 1 Coat & Waistcoat...

      Firrer's plan, although not adopted by the Commis​sioners, is also of interest to us because he includes a detailed cost estimate that helps us understand some of the costs of workmen of the day:

      
Firrer's Cost Estimate
            
                             Maryland Currency

Transport from Holland 

   
at 6 guineas pr.head...                 £ 1050..0..0

Clothing in two years

   
@ £ 10 per head                           2000..0..0

Rations at £ 28 per head in two years        5600..0..0
                                                                                                         8650..0..0

Extra expences in procuring the hands         600..0..0
Total expence for 100 Mechanics in 2 years   9250..0..0

100 Mechanics wage at 1 dollar 15 per day

 

and calculating 300 working days,

     

their wages                            22500..0..0

Deduct expence of plan                       9250..0..0
Balance in Favor                             3250..0..0

...

      Firrer's proposed daily wage, $1.15, would be eight shillings/seven pence in the English-based Maryland curren​cy.  As compared with the salaries shown at the begin​ning of this chapter, this daily wage was less, and in some cases considerably less, than what the Commissioners paid the skilled workers.  Firrer's overall plan would thus cost $24,670 as compared to salary outlays of $ 60,000.  It is also interesting to note that Firrer esti​mates rations costing £ 28/per head over two years or £ 14/ year (i.e. $37) -- or about ten cents a day.  

      
The Commissioners didn't accept Firrer's innovative plan
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* FIRST COMMISSIONERS' WHARF
      Also during xe "L'Enfant, Pierre"L'Enfant's tenure as surveyor, the xe "Commissioners' Wharf"Commissioners began the first of two wharfs to receive the Aquia stone and other building materials.  On October 22, 1791, they directed the Secretary to insert the following advertisement in the George Town Weekly Ledger.

The xe "Commissioners' Wharf\:Contract for materials"Commissioners propose to contract for two thou​sand Pitch pine Loggs, none less than 35 feet in Length, capable of squaring 12 inches each at the least, to be delivered within the mouth of xe "Goose creek"Goose creek (i.e. Tiber Creek) between the first day of April and the tenth day of May next...

      On November 25, 1791 the Commissioners ordered an advertisement to appear for the necessary logs.

...one thousand wharf Logs thirty six feet long hewn on three sides in a workmanlike manner as usual at to (sic) square twelve inches. For the price of three dollars and one third of a dollar per Logg of oake, pine or popplar, or three dollars per Logg for gum, the one half to be delivered at or in the mouth of Goose Creek at high water mark...

      And on June 4, 1792 the xe "Commissioners' wharf\:Contract for building"Commissioners contracted with Absalom xe "Ware, Absalom"Ware and Patrick xe "McMahan, Patrick"McMahan to build the wharf for a consideration of £ 250 pounds Maryland currency ($667).  The contract read as follows (in part).

...build a wharff in the City of Washington at the point opposite the Lumber yard near the mouth of xe "Goose Creek"Goose Creek to extend ninety feet out into the river and in breadth fifty feet, to be raised three feet on a level above the common high tides, the loggs used in building the wharff to be well fastened with two substantial iron bolts in each logg and where neces​sary with Trunnels also; the wharff to be well filled in with dirt and finished in a compleat and workman​like manner by the twenty fifth day of July next: They finding all materials for the same except loggs which the Commis​sioners are to supply them with.
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* FIRST EXCAVATION OF THE WHITE HOUSE IN 1791?
At their meeting on September 24, 1791, the Commissioners resolved to move the construction vigorously forward.

...that Majr. xe "L'Enfant, Pierre\:Directed to throw up clay"L'Enfant be instructed to employ on the first Monday in October next one hundred and fifty Labourers to throw up Clay at the President's house and the house of Congress, and in doing such other work connected with the post road and the public buildings as he shall think most proper to have immediately executed...

     This excavation was probably never begun at that time at the President's House.
  All work throughout the new Federal city that was initiated by L'Enfant was halted in early January, 1792, and the workers released at the instruction of the Commissioners.
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* FOOD - SCARCITY OF IN WASHINGTON, D.C. in 1797
Workmen and merchants all live in Georgetown, so that is where everybody goes for supplies.  The few stores open in (the?) Federal City are very expensive and miserably stocked, and the few available workmen are unreliable and very expensive to hire.  Meat is extremely hard to come by, especially beef, as is any butchered meat for that matter (if I am to judge by the six days I spent there during which I never saw any).  Eggs are occasionally brought in from the country, but again not very often.  In fact I have not seen, even in the most backward parts of America, a place so lacking in provisions of this kind.

David J. Brandenburg and Millicent H. Brandenburg (translators(, "The Duc De La Rochefoucauld-Liancourt's Visit to the Federal City in 1797: A New Translation - Voyage to Federal City in 1797," Records of the Columbia Historical Society 1973-74 (Vol. 49), Washington, D.C.: 1976, p. 59.

xe "Ford, James\:Foreman of the Bricklayers at the Capitol (1809)"* FORD, JAMES - FOREMAN OF THE BRICKLAYERS AT THE CAPITOL (1809)
At the Capitol I employ many Irish Workmen. Simon Mead, is forman of Carpenters (fn 36), James Forde, of bricklayers.

Edward C. Carter II, John C. Van Horne, and L. W. Formwalt, Editors, The Journals of Benjamin Henry Latrobe, 1799-1820, From Philadelphia to New Orleans, Volume 3, (New Haven, Connecticut, Yale University Press, 1980), p. 113.

* FOREIGN WORKMEN - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
On March 6, 1792, Jefferson suggested to the Commis​sioners xe "Importing European workers"the idea of importing European workers.

Do you think it would be expedient to take measures for importing a number of Germans and Highlanders.  This need not be to such an extent as to prevent the employment of Eastern laborers, which is eligible for particular reasons. If you approve of the importation of Germans and have a good channel for it, you will use it, of course. If you have no channel, I can help you to one...

Two days later Washington was also writing the Commission​ers on the same subject.

The idea of importing Germans and Highlanders, as Artisans and labourers, has been touched upon in the letter from Mr. Jefferson to the Commissioners. It is in my opinion worthy of serious consideration in an economical point of view, and because it will contrib​ute to the population of the place.

This was the one-two punch and the Commissioners adopted Washington's and Jefferson's idea and asked for additional suggestions on how such a plan could be imple​mented, on March 14, 1792.

Your ideas concerning the importation of Germans & Highlanders meet with our approbation and we shall be glad to receive from you any Plans you may have formed on the subject, or calculation of the terms on which they can be had.

      Jefferson had indeed given this subject a great deal of thought and his next letter, on March 21, 1792, provided the Commissioners with that thinking.

...There is at Amsterdam a Mr. Hermen-HendDamen a merchant-broker (connected with the Van Stephorsts) who is from the Palatinate. He informed me that the Palatines who emigrate to America, come down the Rhine to embark at Amsterdam. He undertook to procure any number I should desire, and to deliver them at Rich​mond, clear of all expence (sic), for 10 Guineas a man (i.e. 10-1/2 pounds or about $28--perhaps approximately equivalent to a month's wages), paid at Amsterdam, or 11 Guineas (i.e. $30.80) at Richmond, they were to be indentured to serve me one year for their passage, and to remain 7 years tenants on my lands on half-stocks, you would have to propose wages instead of this and a shorter contract; and very moderate wages would probably do...
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* FOREIGN WORKMEN FROM FRANCE - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
Their attempts to recruit stone cutters and masons from France resulted in failure due to the war and restrictions on the emigration of French workers.  The following response from Joseph xe "Fenwick, Joseph"Fenwick, in Bordeaux, explained the situation to the Commis​sioners.

xe "French workers prohibited from emigrating"I have the honor of your favors of the 4 & 7th on Jany. past including one for the municipal officers of Bordeaux & several plans of the City of Washington with orders to engage fifty or sixty stone cutters & masons. The circumstances of the War & the rigid laws now in force against emigration have determined me not to pursue your letter in the municipality, and to decline for the present any attempts to engage the mechanics of your desire...
 

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 207-208.

* FOREIGN WORKMEN FROM GREAT BRITAIN - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      In addition, the Commissioners also tried to procure fifty stone masons from Britain.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 207-208.

* FOREIGN WORKMEN, RECRUITMENT AND TERMS OF EMPLOYMENT - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      The Commissioners were amenable to the importation of European workers and had been doing their own thinking about how to recruit the workmen needed.  On June 2, 1792, they wrote to Jefferson for his assistance in procuring the needed workers.

The Introduction of Mechanicks and Labourers from Europe being thought by the friends of the City so advisable a measure, we have again taken up that subject. It may indeed, eventually be usefull, perhaps almost necessary, and considering this a favorable time, to hold out additional Motives, for Emigration we shall endeavor to concert a Plan with some of the Scots Merchants to bring over some stone-cutters and others from that Country. We request you also to fall on Measures to procure about 100 Germans single men and as many Stone-cutters Masons, & Bricklayers, as can be readily had. We will make any Arrangements you may think proper to pay the common passage Money to Alexandria or George-Town. The Tradesmen to work 16, the Labourers 20 months for their Passage. This number may not be sufficient Inducement to send a Ship in purpose to this River, but we have no doubt but that any number of Passen​gers may be immediately disposed of here on the common terms, we hold it essential the Ship should come here, as this may begin to be known a proper place for the Destination of Emigrants...

      What is interesting in this letter is that as late as June 2, 1792, the Commissioners were still thinking about importing laborers, versus skilled workers, from Europe, an indication that they had not yet made up their collective mind on the use of slaves as laborers on the public build​ings.  This attitude continued into the next month and the advertisement for emigrant workers authorized on July 5, 1792 included laborers.

xe "Importation of Foreign Workers\:Advertisement of 1792"The Commissioners for the Federal Buildings will pay the passages of any number not exceeding 100 Scotch passengers at George-Town on their arrival there on the terms of their working out the money. Mechanics at 20/ (i.e. $53.33) and labourers at 12/ (i.e. $32) sterling a month. 26 working days to the month. Any cloathing found in the time to be repaid in work at the same rate or in money at the choice of the person. Provisions to be found by the Commissioners besides the allowance for wages. As great a proportion as may be of stone cutters, masons and other Mechanicks useful in building houses is desirable. These advantageous terms are proposed to able single men only. These Emigrants will contract themselves for their passages and others expenses giving an obligation each to pay the money here on their arrival or work it out on the terms proposed. If they pay the money themselves the object of the Commissioners will be answered by the introduc​tion of workmen and labourers to assist in building the City where they will have rank and good wages, if they are not able or chuse not to pay their arrival and as assignment of the obligation...

      The terms offered by the Commissioners were gener​ous.  They proposed a daily rate of $2/day (15 shillings) for the stone-cutters and masons and $1.60/day (12 shil​lings) for laborers.  These rates were quite a bit in advance of the rates that prevailed in 1798 that are shown at the beginning of this chapter.  Twenty-six workdays a month was, of course, standard for the time -- Sundays were off
.

       But the Commissioners also took other actions to insure an adequate work force for the construction that lay ahead.  For example, on August 3rd of the same year they wrote to William Prout asking him to inform all Irish immi​grants coming in his vessels that there was a demand for laborers in the new Federal city.
  The Commissioners also acted to recruit native talent.  On September 4, 1792, for example, they directed that the following advertisement be inserted in the George-Town and Baltimore papers.

Notice is hereby given that the Commissioners are desirous of engaging masons who can also work in brick. Those that cut stone will have employment immediately and during the winter. Applications to be made to Collin xe "Williamson, Collen"Williamson who superintends the mason work.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 204-205.

      This new optimism about their ability to attract work​ers can be seen in the tighter conditions mentioned in the Commissioners' advertisement for labor autho​rized on January 3, 1793.  This advertise​ment differs in a number of respects from the one issued on July 5, 1792.  First, the prices listed for stone cutters and masons are much lower in this advertisement than the earlier one.  Second, the Commissioners no longer guaran​tee a wage but indicate that it will be the prevailing one.  And third, the Commissioners make allowances for workmen to bring their wives with them.  Finally, the advertisement of January 3, 1793 makes no mention of recruitment of laborers.

The xe "Commissioners advertisement for workers, 1792"Commissioners will advance in Europe as far as thirty shillings Sterling each for expences there so that they may be having it our prudently more com​fortably accommodated. The Commissioners will also pay their passage money on their arrival. In some instances the fewer the better, it may be necessary and the Commrs. will make the same advances for the wife. The mechanic to be allowed the same wages as others of the same qualifications now in the Country. Those wages as in other places will fluctuate on circumstances though not in greater Degree; and from what must happen, the expenditure of 2,000,000 of Dollars in the course of eight years, there's no probability of any considerable decline of wages. At present stone cutters and good masons have from 4/6 to 5/ (i.e. $0.60  to $0.67) Sterling for every actual working day by a time book. There's no idea of considering the mechanics in any other light than the respectable of our own Country. They will draw one half of their wages weekly and the other half to be retained till the advance and passage money is satis​fied. Stone cutters in the different branches are most wanted. Masons and bricklayers are also though not so much wanted. Those who pay their own passage will be immediately employed at the same rates given to such workmen in the Country.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 209-210.

* FUNKSTOWN - WASHINGTON, D.C.
This was a tract of land which fell within the limits of the city of Washington.  In the year 1768, the owner, Jacob Funk, had divided the property into town lots for a town called Hamburg.  It was also sometimes referred to as Funkstown.  W.B. Bryan in his A History of the National Capital (2 vols., New York, 1914) I, 59, locates the property as being a short distance west of what is now 19th Street, N.W., to west of 23d Street, and from H Street S, to the river.

Padover, Bibliographical & Place-name Data, Thomas Jefferson and the National Capital (Washington, D.C.: GPO,     ), p. 511.

* GEORGETOWN BRIDGE COMPANY
"... Sketch of the Bridge at the little Falls of the Potowmac..."
16 March 1798

Pencil, pen and ink, watercolor

17.8 cm x 26.0 cm (7 in. x 10-1/4 in.)

B H Latrobe Boneval

Sketchbook III

Rough Sketch of the Bridge at the Little Falls of the Potowmac about 3 miles above George town.  The Span of the Bridge is about 120 feet.  The highth of the King posts appeared to be about 15 feet.  It was framed in New England of White pine, and brought hither by Water. (BHL, Sketchbook III) ...

   For this view, Latrobe was looking upstream from a spot in Arlington County on the Virginia, or southwest, bank of the Potomac, immediately below the mouth of Pimmit Run.  The bridge, the first to be erected at the present-day Chain Bridge, was built in 1797 by the Georgetown Bridge Company, a group of merchants who washed to facilitate the transportation of goods from the upper country of Virginia into Georgetown via the Georgetown-Leesburg Road.  The company contracted with "Timothy Palmer, an Artist, eminantly distinguished by the Bridges he has lately built over the rivers, the Merimick, in the State of Massachusetts, and Piscataqua, in New Hampshire" to design the bridge and supervise its construction (Columbian Chronicle [Georgetown, D.C.] 19 June 1795, p. 4)  In 1804 Palmer's bridge was replaced, and after the new bridge was washed out four years later, a chain suspension bridge designed by James Finley, was erected in 1808 ...

Carter, Edward C. II, John C. Van Horne and Charles E. Bownell (Editors), Tina H. Sheller (Associate Editor), Latrobe's View of America, 1795-1820: Selections from the Watercolors and Sketches, (New Haven: Published for the Maryland Historical Society by Yale University Press, 1985), 400 pages, p. 134.  Illustration on p. 135.  Located in study upstairs.

* GOOSE CREEK (TIBER CREEK)
 TIBER CREEK  This creek had a succession of names.  It was first Tiber Creek; then Goose Creek; then Tiber Creek again.  It was at one time also called Broad Creek.

Padover, Appendix, Biographical & Place-name Data, Thomas Jefferson and the National Capital, p. 517.

* GRAVEYARD - FEE

Notice is hereby Given,

That the sum of Th(r)ee Dollars must be paid for every grave dug for the burial of every person in Rock Creek churchyard, that was not a resident of Prince George's Parish, nor a subscriber to the incumbant for the time being.  The money to be paid to the sexton before the grave is dug.

By order of the vestry,

EVAN EVANS

Sexton of Rock Creek Church,

District of Columbia,

10th October, 1796 (and on)

Washington Gazette, November 9, 1796, p. 1.

* GREENLEAF SYNDICATE AND ROBERT MORRIS
"In America, where more than anywhere else the desire for wealth is the dominant passion, there are few operations that fail to fall into the hands of speculators.  Since the establishment of the Federal City presented such great opportunities, it has not been free of them."

"Mr. Morris was the first to see the possibility of great profit.  Joining forces with Messrs. Nicholson and Greenleaf [FN 8] soon after the town plans had been drawn, he bought all the lots he could lay his hands on, either from the original owners or the commissioners -- that is, any lots that any of these people would sell at the time.  He has bought six thousand lots from the Commissioners, at eighty dollars each.  Each lot measures 5,265 square feet. [FN 9]"

"Under the terms of the deal made with the Commissioners in 1793, it was agreed that, of the six thousand lots Mr. Morris was buying from them, fifteen hundred would be in the northeast section of the town and the 4,500 other lots would be located in places to be chosen by Mr. Morris and his company.  It was also agreed that Mr. Morris would build 120 two-story brick houses on these lots within the space of seven years, [FN 10] that he would not sell any of these lots before the first of January 1796, and that all sales should carry the same specifications for house construction as stated in his contract.  Finally, it was agreed that payments in full should be made beginning on the first of May 1794, at the rate of one-seventh, or $68,000 per year, the total being $480,000."

"The number of lots bought by Mr. Morris from the original owners was about the same and the price identical.  The conditions of payment are of no historical interest and as a matter of fact, were different in each case. ..."

"Indeed in the first eighteen months Mr. Morris has sold approximately one thousand lots."

Footnote 9.  LRL's figures are substantially correct except that half of the 6,000 lots sold for £ 35 each or about $115."

Footnote 10.  "The correct figure was 70 houses, or ten a year for each of the seven years."

David J. Brandenburg and Millicent H. Brandenburg (translators), "The Duc De La Rochefoucauld-Liancourt's Visit to the Federal City in 1797: A New Translation -- Voyage to Federal City in 1797," Records of the Columbia Historical Society 1973-74 (Vol. 49), Washington, D.C.: 1976, pp. 47-48.

* GRIDLEY & CO. - BLACKSMITHS (1797)
"All persons having accounts open with the subscriber are requested to bring them in on or before the first day of February next for settlement.

      The Blacksmith business will in future be carried on in the city of Washington, and Georgetown, by Richard Gridley, Benj. Bacon and Jacob Krouze, under the firm of Gridley & Co. where all commands will be punctually executed, and every favor acknowledged.

RICHARD GRIDLEY

January 3, 97

Washington Gazette, January 4, 1797

This partnership apparently didn't work as it was dissolved several months later.


NOTICE

THE Concern of Richard Gridley & Co. was dissolved April the first, 1797, by mutual consent -- All persons having claims against the concern are requested to bring them to Richard Gridley, who will settle the same.

RICHARD GRIDLEY

BENJAMIN BACON

JACOB KROUZE

City of Washington, April 22, 1797  (and on...)

Washington Gazette, May 3, 1797.

Gridley was recommended to the Commissioner s by Robert Brent (of Aquia Quarries) on August 13, 1795.  See # 641a, Letters Received, Records of the Commissioners of the District of Columbia...
Gridley was fired by the Commissioners on June 13, 1798.  See entry.

* HADFIELD, GEORGE - ARCHITECT OF THE CAPITOL (1795-1798)
Geo. Hadfield once a promising young artist was sent hither by the English Society of Dilettanti at the request of Genl. Washington and employed to direct the public buildings. Too young to possess experience, and educated more in the room of design, than in the practical execution of great works, he was no match for the rogues then employed in the construction of the public buildings, or for the charlatans in architecture who had designed them. All that he proposed however proved him a man of correct taste, of perfect theoretic knowledge, and of bold integrity. He waged a long war against the ignorance, and the dishonesty of the Commissioners and of the workmen. But the latter prevailed, for General Washington, led by his feelings, and possessing no knowledge of this subject sided against him. Thus has Hatfield (sic) lost the most precious period of his life, that of the practical study of his profession in the first Works he might have executed, and loiters here, ruined in fortune, in temper, and in reputation. Nor will his irritable pride, and neglected studies ever permit him to take the station in the Art, which his elegant taste, and excellent talents ought to have obtained. (fn 16).

16. George Hadfield (c. 1764-1826), architect and brother of Jefferson's friend Maria Cosway, studied at the Royal Academy and won a gold medal for his work in 1784. In 1795 he was appointed superintendent of the U.S. Capitol, but was dismissed three years later after quarreling wi the city commissioners and William Thornton over the design and construction of the building. BHL  acquired the gold medal that Hadfield had won twenty-eight years earlier and had given Munroe as security for an unpaid loan of $50. BHL returned the medal to Hadfield noting, 'In losing the prospect of an independence arising from your professional talents, it would be too much were you also to part with the honors you have so deservedly obtained.' Although he designed such important buildings as Washington City Hall and Arlington, home of George Washington Parke Custis and, later, Robert E. Lee, Hadfield never achieved the success expected of a man of his talents. BHL to George Hadfield, 12 July, 19 August 1812, Latrobe Letterbooks, PBHL microfiche ed. 100/G14, 102/C7; Saul K. Padover, ed., Thomas Jefferson and the National Capital, 1783-1818 (Washington: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1946), p. 511; Hamlin, Latrobe, p. 286n. 

Edward C. Carter II, John C. Van Horne, and L. W. Formwalt, Editors, The Journals of Benjamin Henry Latrobe, 1799-1820, From Philadelphia to New Orleans, Volume 3, (New Haven, Connecticut, Yale University Press, 1980), p. 72.

* HAMBURG - WASHINGTON, D.C.
This was a tract of land which fell within the limits of the city of Washington.  In the year 1768, the owner, Jacob Funk, had divided the property into town lots for a town called Hamburg.  It was also sometimes referred to as Funkstown.  W.B. Bryan in his A History of the National Capital (2 vols., New York, 1914) I, 59, locates the property as being a short distance west of what is now 19th Street, N.W., to west of 23d Street, and from H Street S, to the river.

Padover, Bibliographical & Place-name Data, Thomas Jefferson and the National Capital (Washington, D.C.: GPO,     ), p. 511.

* HAMBURG QUARRY, WASHINGTON, D.C.
      In 1795 there are records to indicate that the Commissioners operated their own quarry within the Federal city, at xe "Hamburg Quarry"Hamburg
, under the direction of John xe "McNamara, John\:Supervised quarry at Hamburg"McNamara.
  He received 75 shillings/month (i.e. $10) and his workmen received 60 shillings/month (i.e. $8) and 52/6/m​onth (i.e. $7).

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 108.

# 37 Box 1 RG 217 is a payroll for three workers at the Stone Quarry at Hamburgh in February 1795

Days
John McNamara
23
75/
3..6..3 (i.e. £3.313 = $8.85/mo.)

James Sheridan
19
60/
2..3..10(i.e. £2.192 = $5.83/mo.)

John Whalen
20
52/6
2..0..4 (his mark)

7..10..5 equal to 20 dollar 6 cents

#101 Box 1 RG 217 contains another payroll for seven workers at the Stone Quarry at Hamburgh for January 1795.

John McNamara
27

75/
3..17..10-1/2

James Sheridan
19

60/
2..3..9

John Long

14

60/
1..12..3-1/2

John Whelan
19

52/6
1..18..4

John Underwood
4-1/2
52/6
    9-----

Saml. Jones
1

60/

2..3-1/2

Josua Simpson
8

60/
    10..2  
  £ 11.. 1,,8-1/2 equals  29 Dollrs. 56-1/2/100

(The low pay would seem to indicate that these men were all common laborers and that this quarry produced low order stone, perhaps foundation stone, rather than cut stone. The figures don't readily calculate.  Presumably McNamara is being paid 75 pence a day.  So 75/12 = 6.25 shillings = £ 0.3125 x 23 days = £ 7.19 (or $19.125/month) or over twice what is shown above.  Perhaps provisioning has been deducted).

* HAND TOOLS - CONSTRUCTION OF THE WHITE HOUSE
      The Commissioners not only had to procure building materials but, in many cases, they also had to procure the xe "Tools\:Procurement of"tools needed to produce the building materials.  On March 30, 1792 the Commissioners entered into a contract with John xe "Mounty, John"Mounty for the manufacture of various hand tools.

I John Mounty of George Town do hereby agree to finish in a workmanlike manner ten sledge hammers, four of them to be of the largest size, five hundred wedges of different sizes, twenty pecks and ten trimming hammers all of the best iron and to be well steeled for the sum of eleven pence current money (i.e. $0.12) and ten mattock and six axes of the best quality at ten shillings (i.e. $1.33) for each mat​tock and each axe. The above articles the said Mounty is immediately to begin making and as fast as any of them are made he is to deliver them to the agent of the Commissioners for the Federal Buildings...

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 118.

"The Commissioners give license to Mr. James Greenleaf to open another part of the Stone quarry than where the same is now worked for the public use near the Key of all Keys, and to raise Stone there or his own use for Buildings in the City of Washington..."

Records of the Commissioners of Public Buildings..., 15th to 24th April 1794, p. 243, Roll 1.

The land survey of Washington, D.C. was supposed to have started from the "Key of all Keys" -- a rock outcropping near the current site of the Navy Surgeon General's Office.

* HIRING JOINERS (1800) - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      The year 1800 began with an almost new construction crew working on both the Capitol and the President's House, although at the lower wage level.  The Commissioners had been successful in replacing most of the carpenters but still needed skilled joiners.  Hoban was instructed to proceed to Baltimore and hire, "six or eight good joiners."  

      Mr. Hoban is requested to enquire of the Street Commissioners the price of foot and Carriage Pavement in the City of Baltimore by the Square Yard, both when the paver finds the Materials, and when found by the City -- He will also make particular enquiry for the best worker in composition ornament and whether such people will come to the City & work by the job or by the day -- If he finds he can engage on reason​able Terms, six or eight good joiners, who will immediately come down and work at the public Build​ings, he will employ them, not however, exceeding the wages at present given by the public here or those of Baltimore, if lower --

      He will also enquire the present wages of Journeymen Carpenters, Joiners and bricklayers at Balto. --

      He will deliver the letter accompanying this, to Harrison & Maynadian, and will select the hardware ordered for the offices.

             G. Scott

                                     W. Thornton

For Mr. James Hoban            A. White 

        The Commissioners paid these carpenters nine shil​lings per day (i.e. $1.20), although a few, such as Thomas Dickey and George Sanford, were paid 9/6 per day (i.e. $1.27).  This is the same rate to which the carpenters working on the President's House had been reduced by the Com​missioners two years earlier.  The Commissioners paid this rate even though there is some evidence to indicate that carpenters in established centers were receiving more.
  Patrick Healey and William Knowles were paid eleven shillings per day (i.e. $1.47) -- undoubt​edly they were the more skilled joiners.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 299-300.

* HOBAN, JAMES - ARCHITECT OF THE WHITE HOUSE
     James xe "Hoban, James, Architect\:Born"Hoban was born in xe "Callan, County Kilkenny"Callan, County Kilkenny, Ireland.  He studied in the schools of the xe "Dublin Society"Dublin Society under the direction of Thomas xe "Ivory, Thomas\:Instructor of Hoban"Ivory where he learned, amongst other skills, the art of drawing.  He worked as an artisan on the construction of several buildings in xe "Dublin"Dub​lin, and after the Revolution emigrated to the United States.  On May 25, 1785, he advertised in xe "Hoban, JAmes, Architect\:Advertisement in Philadelphia, 1785"Philadelphia that, "Any Gentleman Who wishes to build in an elegant style, may hear of a person properly calculated for that purpose, who can execute the Joining and Carpenter's business in the modern taste."  He would have been thirty years old when Jefferson wrote of him.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 129.

xe "Hoban, James\:Complaints AGainst Him by Watkins & Sandiford"

xe "Watkins, Thomas\:Complaints Against James Hoban"

xe "Sandiford, Thomas\:Complaints Against James Hoban"* HOBAN, JAMES - COMPLAINTS AGAINST HIM BY WATKINS & SANDIFORD
"On Complaint being made by Thomas Watkins that he is discharged by James Hoban, the Superintendent at the Capitol, and also a complaint being made by Thomas Sandiford that James Hoban has reduced his wages without reducing the wages of any other, and they wishing that their ability and attention be examined by reference to other perform -- Thereupon William Thornton moved that the discharge and reduction of wages shall not take place, unless evidence be brought of inattention or inability and that Redmond Purcell be directed to attend, to be examined on these subjects, as the Parties assert, that one is too old, and the other unwilling to be in the artillery Company under Captain Hoban.

      The Board confirm the discharge and reduction of wages directed by James Hoban, and negative the motion of further examining the case of the Complainants they having heard in preference of Mr. Hoban."

Proceedings of the Commissioners, January 15, 1799, National Archives Microform Publication M-371, Roll 2, p. 66.

"Ordered that James Hoban & Redmond Purcell do attend the Board on Friday next at ten o'clock in the Morning."

"Ordered that Wm. Keiff, Samuel Fowler, Thomas Sandiford, Allen Wyley, Benjamin Bason, Wm. Deirety, William Bryan, Levin Smallwood, George Moore, John Mines (?), Nathan Walker, S.N. Smallwood & Joseph Middleton do attend at the same time as witnesses."

Proceedings of the Commissioners, March 18, 1799, National Archives Microfilm Publication M-371, Roll 2, p. 87.

* HOLLAND OIL
"Send us 300 gallons of the Holland Oil with the Plaster of Paris & the hair."

Letter, Commissioners to Hartshorne & Sons, Alexandria, April 16, 1799, Index of Letters Sent, Roll 3, Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners... (Vol. 3, P. 234).

* HORSE AND WAGON - TYPICAL RENTAL COST
1800

1843 Mar. 31  Dove, Joseph  Washington, D.C.

Never recd.less than $4, for a Waggon & $2 for a Horse & Cart per  day & cannot take less.

Index to Letters Sent, Buildings & Grounds, Roll 8, Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners...
* HOSPITAL - CLOSING OF (1798)
Orded that the Hospital heretofore used for the Laborers in public Employment be broke up as a Hospital on the first day of November next, & that after Christmas Capt. Williams offer the building for Rent at                     dollars per Year.

Proceedings of  the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, October 11, 1798, Roll 2, National Archives Microform Publication M - 371 (RG 42).                 

* HOSPITAL - INADEQUACY OF (1794)
"...I have Examined the Hospital & I find it not sufficient for the Sick as their is no Upper floor, nor ther(sic) is there any more then the Weather Boarding on the sides."

# 472, Letter, Elisha Williams to the Commissioners, December 29, 1794, Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners...
* HOURS OF WORK, REGULATION BY A BELL
The working day in the First Federal Construction Program was from dawn to dusk six days a week.  Starting and ending time of the work day was regu​lated by a bell.  The ringing of the bell was done by one of the workmen.  At the President's House the bell was usually rung by a laborer such as Rhody xe "Butler, Rhody, laborer\:Ringing the bell"Butler, Bernard or Joseph xe "Parsons, Bernard, laborer\:Ringing the bell"

xe "Parsons, Joseph, laborer\:Ringing the bell"Parsons, or a carpenter such as Peter xe "Smith, Peter, carpenter\:Ringing the bell"Smith, for which they were paid an additional $1/mo​nth.
  It was one small way a laborer could increase his meager wages of 45 pence to 60 pence per day ($0.50 to $0.67 plus provi​sions).  Two hours were provided for breakfast and a mid-day dinner.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 60.

* HOURS OF WORK, SUNDAYS
       Sundays were off and even slaves could do as they wanted on their day off, including making money.  One entry of the Commissioners' Records calls for payment to a slave, Negro Peter, for a coffin made on a Sunday.


           
 To Negro Peter Dr

To making one coffin for one of the Public

Negroes by order of Mudd Overseer on

a Sunday                      £  1..0..0

                                    his            

                            Peter    X

                                   mark

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 61-62.

Latrobe asks himself, while in New Orleans, if slaves have sundays off.

NEW ORLEANS. FEBY. 25th, 1819. In the remarks which I made on the 21st respecting the manner in which Sunday is observed by the black population, I stated that I was not certain whether Sunday was legally their own, or whether as Cowper says or sings

'Sunday shines no holiday to them.'

I therefore have consulted Martin's digest and find that in what is called the Black Code (fn 42) the first article runs thus, see p. 608, June 7th, 1806.'1.  I. The inhabitants shall leave to their Slaves the free enjoyment of Sundays, and shall pay them for their labor on said days, when they will employ them, at the rate of 50 Cents. Provided, that the present section shall not be construed so as to extend to Slaves employed as servants, carriage drivers, hospital waiters or  to those employed in carrying provisions to market.' This is a curious section.  

Edward C. Carter II, John C. Van Horne, and L. W. Formwalt, Editors, The Journals of Benjamin Henry Latrobe, 1799-1820, From Philadelphia to New Orleans, Volume 3, (New Haven, Connecticut, Yale University Press, 1980), p. 209.

* HUNT, DANIEL - STONE CUTTER FROM PHILADELPHIA RECRUITED BY LATROBE (1806)
1. BHL was searching for stonecutters to employ at the U.S. Capitol at a time when few were available. He was able to engage five stonecutters in Philadelphia and two in Baltimore, all of whom arrived in Washington by 14 August 1806. He wrote Jefferson, 'As far as I can ascertain there is now not an unmarried stonecutter left' in Philadelphia. In addition to the two unidentified stonecutters accompanying him in the packet boat, BHL had hired Philadelphian Daniel Hunt, Patrick Barr, and Mr. Swinton, 'our best stonecutter in this city [Philadelphia].' BHL to Thomas Jefferson, 14 August 1806, BHL to George Blagden, 13 July 1806, BHL to John Lenthall, 19 July 1806, Latrobe Letterbooks, PBHL, microfiche ed., 50/F4, 50/A12, 50/C11.

Edward C. Carter II, John C. Van Horne, and L. W. Formwalt, Editors, The Journals of Benjamin Henry Latrobe, 1799-1820, From Philadelphia to New Orleans, Volume 3, (New Haven, Connecticut, Yale University Press, 1980), p. 65.

* INFLATION - 1805 to 1815
(In reference to discussing salaries of principal government officials):

"We shall put down the articles as we find them inserted there, and state the prices in 1805 and 1815:

1805


1815

Labor, per day



80 cents

100 cents

Corn, per bushel


95


100

Butter, per lb



21-1/2

45

Potatoes, per bushel

40


80

Lard, per lb



14-1/2

20

Hams





13-1/2

22

   The list might be readily enlarged, for the increase of prices runs through all the articles of life, into the mechanical arts, etc.  Among other things, house rent has risen enormously, as well as fuel, which are both weighty objects of expenditure."

Washington City Weekly Gazette, Saturday, January 6, 1816, p. 4.

* INITIAL COMMISSIONERS
      On January 24, 1791, George Washington appointed the three commissioners of the new Federal city.  The three xe "Commissioners\:Selection of 1791"selected were old friends of Washington and local landowners: Daniel xe "Carroll, Daniel, Commissioner"Carroll, Thomas xe "Johnson, Thomas, Commissioner"Johnson and Dr. David xe "Stuart, Dr. David, Commissioner"Stuart.  All three belonged to the gentlemen class.  None had extensive experience in building.  

      
Daniel xe "Carroll, Daniel, Commissioner\:Met Jefferson's criteria for self©interest"Carroll met xe "Jefferson, Thomas"Jefferson's test for self-interest.  Not only did he, as a wealthy landowner, own lands nearby the new Federal city but he was also the uncle of Daniel xe "Carroll, Daniel (of Duddington)"Carroll of Duddington who owned considerable property in or near the new Federal city.

      Born in 1730, Daniel Carroll would have been sixty-one at the time that he was appointed by Washington to be one of the three Commissioners of the new Federal city.  He had been a leading participant in the political activi​ties of the new Republic.  He had been elected a delegate to the Continental Congress and had signed the Articles of Confed​eration.  He was appointed, in 1781, a delegate to the Constitutional Convention and was a strong proponent for a strong centralized government.  He was elected as a Senator to the First Congress of the United States and voted for the assumption bill and the bill to locate the District of Columbia on the banks of the Potomac.
   

      Thomas xe "Johnson, Thomas, Commissioner\:Friend of Washington's"Johnson was a close friend of George xe "Washington, George"Washing​ton.  A lawyer who practiced in Annapolis, it was Johnson, as a delegate to the Continental Congress from Maryland, who nominated George xe "Washington, George"Washington to become commander-in-chief of the Continental Army.  He was elected as the first Governor of the State of Maryland.  He and Washington, after the war, worked to revive the Patowmack Company for navigation of the Potomac River.  In 1791, Washington appointed him as a District of Columbia Commissioner, at age fifty-nine, and to the United States Supreme Court.

      David xe "Stuart, Dr. David, Commissioner"Stuart was also very close to Washington, being a planter-doctor who married Martha Washington's widowed daughter-in-law.  He lived at xe "Abingdon"Abingdon, across the Potomac River from the new Federal city and not far from Mount Vernon.  He had served in the Virginia legislature.
  

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 100-102.

* JOHNSON, THOMAS - ONE OF FIRST D.C. COMMISSIONERS
Thomas xe "Johnson, Thomas, Commissioner\:Resigned in 1794"Johnson had resigned a year earlier, 1794, and retired to Frederick, Maryland.  He died in 1819, at the age of eighty-seven.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 226.

* KEY OF ALL KEYS
"The Commissioners give license to Mr. James Greenleaf to open another part of the Stone quarry than where the same is now worked for the public use near the Key of all Keys, and to raise Stone there or his own use for Buildings in the City of Washington..."

Records of the Commissioners of Public Buildings..., 15th to 24th April 1794, p. 243, Roll 1.

The land survey of Washington, D.C. was supposed to have started from the "Key of all Keys" -- a rock outcropping near the current site of the Navy Surgeon General's Office.

*  LABORERS - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      By this time, the Commissioners had resolved to use xe "Slaves\:Used to make up part of laborer needs"slaves to make up at least a part of the labor force.  The laborers used on the building sites were probably part slaves, part whites and part free blacks.

xe "Laborers\:Advertisement, 1797"Laborers were usually hired by the year.  A typical advertisement for 1797 read

City of Washington, Dec. 2, 1796

WANTED for the present year at the public work in the City of Washington, a number of LABOURERS, for whom SEVENTY DOLLARS per Annum will be given, or sixty dollars from the 1st of March to the 20th of December next. They will be found with every thing but cloath​ing, and attended by a physician at public expence when necessary.

            
                    ELISHA O.WILLIAMS. 

There were 312 work days in a year.  The going rate for laborers was thus $0.22/day plus provisions -- a great difference from the wages shown at the beginning of this chapter for the skilled artisans.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 209-210.

      These laborers were at the lowest rung in the social structure of the building site.  They received the least wages, lived in the barracks provided for them and, when sick, went to the public hospital provided by the Commis​sioners.  And when they died they were buried in the public cemetery provided by the Commissioners in a simple coffin also provided by the Commissioners.  Without an apprentice​ship in one of the building trades and without an ability to read or write, they would never be able to become more than common laborers.  They did not own their own tools and had no organization.  And some of these laborers would be, of course, slaves rented to the Commis​sioners.  Finally, they would not be represented by any trade organization.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 217.

Other advertisements (slightly different from above):


WANTED
FOR THE PRESENT YEAR AT THE PUBLIC WORKS IN THE


CITY OF WASHINGTON


A NUMBER OF LABOURERS

For whom seventy dollars per annum will be given, or sixty dollars from the first of March to the twentieth of December next.  They will be found with every thing but clothing and attended by a physician at public expence (sic) when necessary.  If they absent themselves a week or more, such absent time will be deducted.

For the Commissioners

ELISHA O. WILLIAMS

Washington, January 5, 1798.

Washington Gazette, January 20, 1798, p. 3.

WANTED for the next ensuing Year, at the Publick Works, in the City of Washington, twenty five Labourers, for whom seventy Dollars per annum will be given.  If they absent themselves a week or more, such absent time will be Deducted, it is expected, that the Masters will send them well cloathed, keep them so while in publick employment, and pay their Physician's bill, if any should be incurred.

For the Commissioners

ELISHA O. WILLIAMS

December 18th, 1798

The Centinel of Liberty, and George-Town and Washington Advertiser, George-Town, Friday, January 4, 1799, p. 1 [Vol. III, No. 64].

* LAND DEAL FOR WASHINGTON, D.C.- JEFFERSON INVOLVEMENT
      Jefferson saw the landowners as the only sure ally of the new Federal city on the Potomac.  They were only a sure ally if they saw the creation of the Federal city to be in their self-interest.

It was also suggested as a more certain means of ensuring the object, that each proprietor within the whole ten miles square should cede one half his lands to the public, to be sold to raise money; perhaps this would be pushing them too far for the reputation of the new government...

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 88.

      In November of 1790
, xe "Jefferson, Thomas\:Meeting with landowners, 1790"Jefferson and xe "Madison, James"Madison, at the request of xe "Washington, George"Washington, met with three of the largest landholders in the vicinity of the proposed location of the future Federal capital:  William xe "Deakins, William"

xe "Deakins, William"Deakins, Benjamin xe "Stoddert, Benjamin"Stoddert and Charles xe "Carroll, Charles"Carroll.  Jefferson's note of the meeting indicates the land-for-money proposal was put forward at that meeting.

In conversation with Mr. Carroll, Mr. Stoddert and Mr. Deakins they were properly impressed with the idea that if the present occasion of securing the federal seat on the Potowmack should be lost, it could never more be regained, that it would (be) dangerous to rely on any aids from Congress, or the Assemblies of Virginia or Maryland, and that there​fore measures should be adopted to carry the xe "Residence Bill"Resi​dence Bill into execution without recourse to those bodies; enough to build them, and to erect moreover about 20 good dwelling houses for such persons be​longing to the Government as must have houses to themselves, about as many good lodging houses, and half a dozen taverns.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 94-95.

      After this introductory comment in his Note, xe "Jefferson, Thomas"Jeffer​son gets down to the business at hand, how to fund the new city.

To obtain this sum (needed for the construction of the new Federal city), this expedient was suggested to them. To procure a declaration from the propri​etors of those spots of land most likely to be fixed for the town, that if the President's location of the town should comprehend their lands, they would give them up for the use of the U.S. on condition they should receive the double of their value, estimated as they would have been had there been no thought of bringing the Federal seat into their neighborhood. It was supposed that 1500 acres would be required in the while, to-wit, about 300 acres for public buildings, walks, etc., and 1200 acres to be divided into quar​ter acre lots, which, due allowance being made for streets, would make about 2000 lots, the vacant lots in xe "Georgetown"Georgetown now sell at £ 200, those of xe "Alexandria"Alexandria at £ 600. Suppose those of the new town should bring only £ 100 clear. This would produce £ 200,000, a sum adequate to the objects before mentioned.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 95-96.

* LAND DEAL FOR WASHINGTON, D.C. - WASHINGTON INVOLVEMENT
      By March of 1791, George Washington had finalized the land plan for generating the funding and land for the construction of the Federal city.  In a letter to xe "Jefferson, Thomas"Jeffer​son, Washington detailed the xe "Land Agreement of 1791"agreement.

Having been so fortunate as to reconcile the contend​ing interests of xe "Georgetown"Georgetown and xe "Carrollsburg"Carrolsburg, and to unite them in such an agreement as permits the public purposes to be carried into effect on an extensive and proper scale, I have the pleasure to transmit to you the enclosed proclamation, which, after annexing your counter signature, and the seal of the United States, you will cause to be published. xe "Land Agreement of 1791"The terms agreed on between me, on the part of the United States, and the Landholders of xe "Georgetown"Georgetown and xe "Carrollsburg"Carrolsburg are that all the land from Rock-creek along the river to the eastern-branch and so upwards to or above the ferry including a breadth of about a mile and a half, the whole containing from three to five thousand acres, is ceded to the public, on condition that, when the whole shall be surveyed and laid off as a city (which Major L'Enfant is now directed to do) the present Proprietors shall retain every other lot, and for such part of the land as may be taken for public use for squares, walks, etc. they shall be allowed at the rate of twenty five pounds per acre. The Public having the right to reserve such parts of the wood on the land as may be thought necessary to be preserved for ornament, etc. The Landholders to have the use and profits of all their ground until the city is laid off into lots, and sale is made of those lots which, by agreement, become public property. No compensation is to be made for the ground that may be occupied as streets or al​leys...

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 102-103.

* LATROBE, BENJAMIN HENRY - STANDARD BIOGRAPHY OF LATROBE
54. The standard biography of Latrobe is Talbot Hamlin, Benjamin Henry Latrobe (New York, 1955). A project to publish the papers of Latrobe has been underway for several years, which, when complete, will survey his work as an architect, engineer, and naturalist.  The first publication was Thomas E. Jeffrey, ed., The Microfilm Edition of the Papers of Benjamin Henry Latrobe (Clifton, N.J., 1976, followed by individual volumes devoted to various aspects of Latrobe's career.

Pamela Scott, "'This Vast Empire': The Iconography of the Mall, 1791-1848,"

Richard Longstreth (Editor), The Mall in Washington, 1791-1991, Studies in the History of Art 30, Center for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts Symposium Papers XIV, (Hanover and London: National Gallery of Art, Washington, Distributed by the University Press of New England, 1991).  Copy in the HABS/HAER Library. P. 57, footnote 54.

* LAW, THOMAS
LAW, THOMAS.  He arrived in this country from England in 1794, after having spent more than half of his 37 years in the Indian Service.  In December 1794 he bought from Mr. Greenleaf $133,000 worth of lots.  He paid $266 each for 5090 lots which had been $80 per lot the year before.

Padover, Appendix, Bibliographical & Place-name Data, Thomas Jefferson and the National Capital, p. 512.

* L'ENFANT, PIERRE - ARRIVAL IN WASHINGTON, D.C.
      It was March of 1791 that Pierre xe "L'Enfant, Pierre"L'Enfant arrived in Georgetown to develop the plan of the new city.  The local newspaper printed an announcement of his arrival.

Wednesday evening arrived in this town Major Longfont, a French gentleman employed by the President of the United States to survey the lands contiguous to xe "Georgetown"Georgetown where the Federal city is to be built. His skill in matters of this kind is justly extolled by all disposed to give merit its proper tribute of praise. He is earnest in the business and hopes to be able to lay a plat of that parcel of land before the President upon his arrival in this town.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of The Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 103.

xe "L'Enfant, Pierre \:Biography"* L'ENFANT, PIERRE - BIOGRAPHY
3.  The only biography of L'Enfant is H. Paul Caemmerer, The Life of Pierre Charles L'Enfant, Planner of the City Beautiful, the City of Washington (Washington, 1959). Elizabeth S. Kite, L'Enfant and Washington, 1791-1792 (Baltimore, 1929) reproduced many of the documents of L'Enfant with others involved in founding the national capital.  The two most thoughtful interpretive studies of the L'Enfant plan are the first chapters in Daniel Reiff, Washington Architecture, 1791-1861: Problems in Development ((Washington, 1971) and John Reps, Monumental Washington: The Planning and Development of the Capital Center (Princeton, 1967).  Reps has also studies the early planning of Washington in detail in The Making of Urban America (Princeton, 1965), 240-262; Town Planning in Frontier America (Princeton, 1969), 304-343; and Tidewater Towns (Williamsburg, 1972), 243-265. ...

Pamela Scott, "'This Vast Empire': The Iconography of the Mall, 1791-1848,"

Richard Longstreth (Editor), The Mall in Washington, 1791-1991, Studies in the History of Art 30, Center for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts Symposium Papers XIV, (Hanover and London: National Gallery of Art, Washington, Distributed by the University Press of New England, 1991).  Copy in the HABS/HAER Library. P. 54, footnote 3.

xe "L'Enfant, Pierre\:Papers"* L'ENFANT, PIERRE CHARLES - PAPERS
6. Papers of Pierre Charles L'Enfant, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress.

Pamela Scott, "'This Vast Empire': The Iconography of the Mall, 1791-1848,"

Richard Longstreth (Editor), The Mall in Washington, 1791-1991, Studies in the History of Art 30, Center for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts Symposium Papers XIV, (Hanover and London: National Gallery of Art, Washington, Distributed by the University Press of New England, 1991).  Copy in the HABS/HAER Library. P. 54, footnote 6.

xe "L'Enfant plan of Washington, D.C.\:Differences of extant plans"* L'ENFANT PLAN OF WASHINGTON, D.C. - DIFFERENCES THEREOF
15. There are many unanswered questions concerning the visual evidence we have for L'Enfant's design. Preserved in the Geography and Map Division of the Library of Congress are two unsigned and undated manuscript maps attributed to L'Enfant.  The map depicting the layout of the streets and squares is probably the map L"Enfant gave George Washington in August 1791. Richard W. Stevenson, "The Delineation of a Grand Plan," Quarterly Journal of the Library of Congress 36, (Summer 1979), 207-224, gives a cogent history of the manuscript plan.  In 1887, recognizing the rapidly deteriorating state of the original, the United States Coast and Geodetic Survey published a facsimile of the Library of Congress plan.  Beginning in March 1792, engraved maps of Washington were published both in this country and abroad.  None was published solely under the direction of L'Enfant (who was dismissed in March 1792).  They all differ from the August 1791 manuscript in detail and from one another.  Coolie Verner, "Surveying and Mapping the New Federal City," Imago Mundi 23 (1969), 59-72, has studied the printed maps and includes a catalogue of sixteen engraved versions published through 1800.  Recent interest in the plan has focused on discrepancies between the L'Enfant manuscripts and these early printed plans, denominated the Ellicott plan.  These discrepancies are irrelevant for my purposes, as I believe the significance of the plan lies in the relationship of its parts rather than the slight shifts in thee streets discernible on the numerous plans.

Pamela Scott, "'This Vast Empire': The Iconography of the Mall, 1791-1848,"

Richard Longstreth (Editor), The Mall in Washington, 1791-1991, Studies in the History of Art 30, Center for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts Symposium Papers XIV, (Hanover and London: National Gallery of Art, Washington, Distributed by the University Press of New England, 1991).  Copy in the HABS/HAER Library. P. 55, footnotes 15.

* L'ENFANT PLAN OF WASHINGTON, D.C. - MASONIC MYSTERIES OF

From Satan to the Sphinx: The Mason Mysteries of D.C.'s Map


By Charles Paul Freund

("Charles Paul Freund writes frequently for Outlook.")

The Washington Post, Outlook Section, Sunday, November 5, 1995, p. C-3.

      The map of Washington, the story goes, encodes certain secret symbols of Freemasonry, symbols that go back centuries of not millennia.  Symbols, moreover, that if properly decoded will reveal a cryptic history not only of the capital but of the country.  And not only a hidden national history, but a hidden destiny as well.

      That there is something suspicious, or at least suggestive, about the city's geometry has been rumored for a very long time, no doubt since the heyday of anti-Masonic paranoia during Andrew Jackson's administration.  Now, with the explosion of popular interest in conspiracies, and the occult histories they necessarily imply, such claims are again growing in number and volume.

      Indeed, an apotheosis in this genre was reached iat October's Million Man March, when Louis Farrakhan, standing on the Capitol's West Front, told a baffled national audience that the Capitol, the Washington Monument, the White House and the whole of the city's monumental core had been "placed and based in a secret Masonic ritual.  Farrakhan went on to sprinkle his extended remarks liberally with references to Masonic initiation rites, numerology, Egyptology and ther arcana.

      When it comes to the national capital's map, however, and the patterns that may have been traced into it by Freemasons, there are other thinkers whose visions either complement or compete with Farrakhan's, and in the interest of context, these too bear examination.

      A word or two of initiation.  Masons have a confused place in the national imagination:  To many they are charitable, fun-loving lodge-members who engage in odd but harmless fraternal rites; to some, their secrecy is suspicious; to a few they are Satanists working to destroy Christianity and takeover the world; a handful of nonmembers identify with their precepts.  Although many of the nation's founders were Masons including George Washington, Ben Franklin, Paul Revere and all the participants in the Boston Tea Party, there has been a persistent conspiracist underground that for 200 years has regarded them as a front for some other force--the Bavarian Illuminati, the International Jewish Conspiracy, pagan Devil-worshippers of Atlantis, etc. -- which seeks to undermine American institutions and sovereignty.

      Currently, there is a large and ever-increasing library of new anti-Masonic literature that associates them with the godless New World Order that purportedly threatens the country's independence and its citizens' freedoms; the evidence that Washington, D.C. is now and has ever been in the grip of this conspiracy is, according to these authors, plentiful.

      This includes above all the particulars of the Great Seal pictured on the back of the dollar bill, with its undeniably Masonic symbolism of an unfinished pyramid, the All-Seeing Eye and the Latin motto that translates into New Order of the Ages."  Even the number of feathers on the eagle of the Seal's obverse has been linked to the number of degrees in the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry.  That the Deal appeared on the currency during the presidency of Franklin Roosevelt, a 32nd degree Mason and the purported prime mover of socialism in America, is said to be no coincidence.

      Many details of the city are cited to demonstrate an ages-old, un-American, un-Christian allegiance of the national leadership.  That the Statue of Freedom atop the Capitol faces not west toward the rest of the country, but east, toward Egypt and Persia, is one such sign.  That the monument to George Washington is an Egyptian obelisk is another.  That the cornerstones of many government buildings, including the Capitol, were laid by Masons in full-aproned regalia, performing mystical Masonic rituals, is yet another.  Clinching proof of conspiracy is that the patterns of the capital's very streets conceal Masonic shapes, symbols and signs from all but all knowing, if not all-seeing eye.

      The simplest version of the Masonic map theory is the claim that the Mall is laid out so as to replicate a Masonic Lodge, and a glance at a typical floor plan of an 18th century Lodge quickly suggests where the idea could have come from: There is an apparent affinity of form.  According to Masonic histories, the shape of a Lodge had been largely standardized by the time Washington was laid out in the 1790s; it consisted od a long rectangle positioned east and west, with a tapered but unfinished triangle at the eastern end, where the "furniture" (compass, square and Bible) would be found, and where the Master would officiate.  This does not necessarily describe a building, by the way; lines on a floor would also constitute a Lodge.

      That's essentially the Mall.  It's a long east-west rectangle with an unfinished triangle at its east end, formed by the convergence of Pennsylvania and Maryland Avenues at the foot of Capitol Hill.  Where the Master would stand, stands the Capitol.  Certain details are absent, but other important Masonic shapes can be located on the Mall.  An aerial view of the Washington Monument and its circular walkway, for example, provides the "Point in the Circle," a multi-layered symbol in Freemasonry's speculative and mystical side.

      Of course, circles, squares, rectangles and triangles are not hard to find on any city map, especially Washington's with its Baroque-inspired design filled with circles and radiating boulevards.  But the presence of these shapes at the very heart of power is not coincidental to a suspicious observer, especially one familiar with the importance Masons place in shapes, and the symbolic significance they have attributed to them.

      Masons maintain that though their Lodges can be dated only from  1717, Freemasonry actually developed out of medieval builders' guilds.  Accordingly, they are thus keeping alive a tradition that is not only responsible for the sacred architecture of Gothic cathedrals, but also an inner doctrine of symbolic geometry that they say dates all the way back to the construction of Solomon's Temple.  This doctrine regards the character of God as that of the Great Architect, and of builders as potentially doing God's work, though that would depend on the purpose, shape, proportion and harmony of their creations.

      This is an abstruse doctrine, but one with a long history.  Its origins lie with the mystical Pythagoreans of ancient Greece, who believed all of creation was continuous and could be expressed in numbers; musical octaves, for example, are produced by striking strings whose lengths are in whole number ratios.  Eventually, the Pythagoreans were confronted with heretical irrational numbers, which they apparently attempted to suppress.

       Related doctrines were at large in Medieval times.  The Benedictines, for example, are sometimes credited not only with building their monasteries according to sacred geometric principles, but even of pitching their chants in harmony with their architecture.  Gothic architecture is of course replete with complex geometrical symbolism.  Bernard of Clairvaux is said to have expressed its underlying concept in the 12th century when he asked, "What is God?" and answered, "He is length, width, height and depth."

      Renaissance hermeticism was obsessed with grasping the harmony of creation's ultimate continuity; the occult means it used for the purpose -- sacred geometry, numerology, Kabbalah, alchemy, magic, etc.--became as scholar Francis Yates has demonstrated, the foundation of the scientific revolution.  But the point of this ages-old search was to apply the underlying mechanics of cosmic harmony to man and his worldly works.

      Thus, a building designed according to such principles is not merely a building; it is an inspired and in a sense, a living thing, resonating with the cosmos.  And if that could be true for a building, it could be true for the ideal city, if only such a thing could be designed and built.  Which brings us back to Washington and the Mysteries of its design.

      The obsession with geometrical forms to be found in the works of speculative Freemasonry is an echo of this tradition, though no one knows how it came to be part of Masonic doctrine; Freemasonry's ultimate origins are a matter of complete confusion, with at least a dozen competing theories in circulation.  Still, if one concludes that there is a Lodge traced into the Mall, it is not merely a matter of a floor plan:  Whether sacred or profane, it would be a Lodge.

      But Lodges are not all that interpreters of the city's map have discovered there:  There may be two Ideal Cities traceable within the Profane City's limits.

      In 1989, Michael Baigent and Richard Leigh published a work entitled, "The Temple and the Lodge," which sought to demonstrate that Freemasonry evolved from the 14th century wreckage of the Knights Templar, a Crusader group of immense wealth that was accused of heinous blasphemy and suppressed.  Their concluding chapter is a Masonic history of the American Revolution, and ends with the design of Washington, D.C.  According to them, George Washington and Thomas Jefferson intervened in Pierre L'Enfant's work of laying out the city, so as to impose a pair of octagonal shapes around the Capitol and the White House.

       Baigent and Leigh, who cite no sources for their assertion, write that the intervention of Washington and Jefferson would "produce specifically octagonal patterns incorporating the particular cross used as a device by Masonic Templars.

      Actually, its well-known that Jefferson, who is not known to have been a Mason, wanted the street pattern of the federal city to be a simple grid; he had produced a grid layout of the city before L'Enfant was assigned the task and complained to the Frenchmen about all the diagonal avenues he was planning.

      Anyway, it was not octagons that interested 18th century revolutionaries; it was circles and triangles.  James H. Billington, writing in "Fire in the Minds of Men," describes at length the connection between the concepts of Pythagorean order and of revolution that developed during the period.  "However bizarre it may appear to later revolutionaries and historians alike," writes Billington, "this Pythagorean passion seriously influenced the organizational activities of the first revolutionaries."

      According to Billington, revolutionaries of the period combined their political thinking with geometry; odd though it may seem, it was a case of Pythagorean simplicity warring against Rococo absolutism.  Revolutionaries signed their names with geometric shapes.  Ruminations about the social and political implications of the circle and triangle may be found in the period's revolutionary works, including that of the notorious Adam Weishaupt, founder of the very Illuminism that still figures in the nightmares of modern conspiracists.

      This state of mind may appear incomprehensible today, though it is worth remembering that Isaac Newton had earlier established the foundation of modern scientific thinking at the very time he was trying to map the typography of Hell.

      In any event, all of this political geometry is entirely germane to both the geometry-minded Masons, who were in the thick of the international revolutionary underground of the period, and to the Mysteries of the american capital's map, which is, after all, overflowing with both triangles and circles.

      As for the octagons, if they are indeed carved into the city's street pattern, they would point not to a revolutionary ideal shape, but to a different but related ideal shape: The eight-sided Ideal City of Vitruvius, the 1st century B.C. architect whose work became an essential influence on early modern architects.  In Vitruvius' time, the Ideal City could only be imagined; any effort actually to build one would necessarily fall short.  His octagonal city, by the way, is based on the belief, current in antiquity, that there were eight winds.  An effort to incorporate the concept of Washington's map would represent a notable effort of intellectual imagination.

      Are these octagons there?  No.  At least not where Baigent and Leigh assert they are.  They do provide a map purporting to show how the streets around the Capitol and the White House encompass the shapes, but if the rule is that there actually must be streets where purported shapes are to be found, then their amp falls short.

      Farrakhan for his part, is interested in none of this; he's interested in Gizeh, Egypt, the site of the Great Pyramid and Sphinx, which he believes that the nation's founders, as Masons, have purposely replicated in symbolic form ion downtown Washington: The Jefferson Memorial is the Sphinx, Arlington Cemetery is the Valley of the Kings, etc.

      Expansion  of his references to the city's Mysteries can be found in the "Million Man March Home Study Guide Manual," published in advance of the march.  There he provides a map of the Mall revealing the hidden pyramid that can be found by drawing lines connecting such major sites as the Capitol, the White House and the Lincoln Memorial, among others.

      However, L'Enfant who placed both the Capitol and the White House on their respective sites, is not likely to have in mind their relation to the sites of the later Lincoln or Jefferson Memorials, if no other reason than that in the 1790s, when he was working, the sites of both memorials lay in the midst of the Potomac Mud Flats.  A century was to pass before those locations were turned into dry land.

      Farrakhan, it should be noted, strongly approves of the secret Masonic designs he perceives in the city's map, because he believes the Masons to be serious adepts of Islam.  That is also why derivations of the number 19, important in Islamic numerology, can be found all over the monumental core.

      It is in fact possible, in some sense, to "Islamicize" the Masons if you connect them with the Templars, because the Templars are said to have maintained cordial relations with Muslims, especially the Ismailis during their long Crusader sojourn in Jerusalem.  Indeed, they are said to have been influenced by certain Islamic and Judaic doctrines, and to have evolved a mysterious Secret Doctrine, on which much ink has been spilled, based on those influences.  Such scholars as Peter Partner dismiss this tradition as nonsense, but that is the folklore.

      Farrakhan's view is not based on this connection, but rather on the fact that one kind of Mason, the Shriners, wear fezes and refers to "Allah" in their rites, rites which were created in the 19th century.  The Home Study Guide Manual refers to all Masons as "Moslem Sons," notes that many presidents have been Masons,and states that "There are many others in high p[laces who know and recognize the identity of Master Fard Muhammas [regarded as the promised Mahdi by the Nation of Islam], the Honorable Elijah Muhammed and Minister Louis Farrakhan...."

      Farrakhan's position that the Masons are Muslims is shared by the Free the Masons Ministries, located in Washington state, though they do not at all approve of this.  To this Ministry, Islam is a form of paganism, the Masons are serving the devil, and the streets of Washington are the Masons' secret tribute to Satan.

      To demonstrate this, the Ministries published "Freemasonry: Satan's Door to America?" a pamphlet distributed in the late 1980s.  Included in this work is the single most spectacular map ever drawn of the secret shapes discernible in the cap[ital's streets.  Not only is there the usual Mason's compass and square, there is an entire Pentangle traced out focusing on the White House, and a Satanic Horned Goat traced around the Capitol.  Most impressive of all is that the shapes offered follow actual city streets, with a minimum of rounding off and cheating.  This map is the work of a man named J. Edward Decker, who writes of these secret shapes that he is as much impressed "by the audacity of the thing as the conspiratorial nature of it."

      Decker notes that the inverted Pentangle is an instrument used to conjure evil spirits, and citing a colleague whom he identifies as a "former Mason and former Satanist," he argues that this design "is a spiritual door to the occult, a planned invasion by the powers of darkness," and that the nation has "been under siege from the first day our first president walked into the Oval Office."

      When Jefferson warned L'Enfant that he was drawing too many diagonal avenues into the city's plan, diagonals that created all these angles abd triangles, and that crossed in traffic circles, he likely did not have these problems of Masonic perception in mind; Jefferson believed right-angle grids were rational, and that L'ENfant's many diagonals were troublesome and arbitrary.

      L'Enfant went ahead anyway, not because he was a Mason, but because, according to the classic account, he was much influenced by the Baroque layout of Versailles.  His converging avenues have nothing t do with Pythagoras, and everything to do with the there-road patte d'oie, enabling a viewer to command an impressive vista.  L'Enfant has been criticized for this, since the inspiration was absolutist, and its application to a democratic capital is questionable.  As architect Paul Speiregen put it in a 1963 critique, "The whole plan of Versailles focused on the bedroom of Louis XIV.  What could that kind of plan mean symbolically in the United States?"

      But who sees Louis XIV at the convergence of Pennsylvania and Maryland Avenues?  Almost nobody, not when there's so much to distract one: compasses and squares and Great Pyramids and Horned Heads of Satan and Ideal Cities where once there blew only the Potomac winds.  All eight of them. 

ILLUSTRATIONS

AN OLD LODGE PLAN, "A typical 18th century Mason's lodge.  Adapted from 'Freemasons' Guide and Compendium,' published by Harrap, London."

Floor plan of lodge.  Shows head of lodge facing east and that's where Master stood, behind Holy Bible.  On either side was the Senior Deacon (North side) and the Past Master (South side).  In the lodge itself were three candles.  At base of lodge it looks like three steps, "Third Degree or Master's Step,""Second Degree or Fellow Craft's Step," and "First Degree or Entered Apprentice's Step." Behind these were the Senior Deacon (North side) and the Junior Deacon (South side).  Along the north side was the secretary and along thee south side was the Junior Warden.

"Pyramids traceable on the Mall.  Adapted from "The Million Man March Home Study Guide Manual," published by FCN Publishing Co. and the Honorable Elijah Muhammad Educational Foundation.

Shows triangles between the White House, the Lincoln Memorial, the Jefferson Memorial and the Capitol.

"The Devil in downtown Washington.  Adapted from "Freemasonry: Satan's Door to America?' published by Free the Masons Ministries.

Five pointed star points of which are defined by the White House, Washington Circle, DuPont Circle, unidentified circle (Thomas Circle?) and Mount Vernon Square.  Masonic symbol is shown with top of compass beginning at Capitol and extending to White House and Jefferson Memorial and square extending from Union Station to an unidentified point.

xe "L'Enfant plan of Washington, D.C.\:Size of plan"* L'ENFANT PLAN OF WASHINGTON, D.C. - SIZE
      L'Enfant's plan, particularly in the aftermath of the xe "MacMillan Commission"McMillan Commission and the resurrection of L'Enfant's original planning intent at the beginning of the twentieth century,
 has received extensive analysis and praise. However there is one point that should be emphasized here with respect to the goals of the first Federal con​struction program: it created a large number of lots to sell and, if sold, would generate a lot of money for the Federal con​struction program.  In reporting on the plan, the xe "Duc De La Rochefoucauld©L'Ancourt"Duc De La Rochefoucauld-L'Ancourt gives the number of building lots that L'Enfant's plan created.

...the plan of the city comprises 4,124 acres of which 712 have been set aside for sixteen avenues, which are to be named after the sixteen different states ...  The remaining 3,412 acres, divided among the original owners and the Union, contain 23,000 house lots, ...

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of The Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 105.

xe "L'Enfant plan of Washington, D.C.\:Studies of"* L'ENFANT PLAN OF WASHINGTON, D.C. - STUDIES OF
 ... Studies of the geometry of the plan include William T. Partridge, "L'Enfant's Methods and Features of His Plan for the Federal City," in Reports and Plans, Washington Region (National Capital Park and Planning Commission, Washington, 1930), 21-38; Paul D. Spreiregen, ed., On the Art of Designing Cities: Selected Essays of Elbert Peets (Cambridge, 1968), and J.L. Sibley Jennings Jr., "Artistry as Design, L'Enfant's Extraordinary City," Quarterly Journal of the Library of Congress 36 (1979), 225-278.

Pamela Scott, "'This Vast Empire': The Iconography of the Mall, 1791-1848,"

Richard Longstreth (Editor), The Mall in Washington, 1791-1991, Studies in the History of Art 30, Center for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts Symposium Papers XIV, (Hanover and London: National Gallery of Art, Washington, Distributed by the University Press of New England, 1991).  Copy in the HABS/HAER Library. P. 54, footnote 3.

(These two maps attributed to L'Enfant , are shown in plates VII and IX on pages 174-175 of Richard Longstreth (Editor), The Mall in Washington, 1791-1991, Studies in the History of Art 30, Center for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts Symposium Papers XIV, (Hanover and London: National Gallery of Art, Washington.

xe "L'Enfant's Quote on the Beauty of Washington, D.C.\: "* L'ENFANT'S QUOTE ON BEAUTY OF WASHINGTON, D.C. -- WILLIAM LOUGHTON SMITH (1791)
On 22 April 1791, Congressman William L. Smith was taken over the grounds by L'Enfant and quoted him as saying, "Nothing can be more admirably adapted for the purpose (of the federal city); nature had done much for it, and with the aid of art it will become the wonder of the world." Smith himself found the 

xe "L'Enfant's statements on the design of Washington\: "* L'ENFANT'S STATEMENTS ON DESIGN OF WASHINGTON
14. L'Enfant to George Washington on 17 September 1789. Papers of George Washington, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress. L'Enfant's major statements concerning the design of Washington were contained in a series of letters addressed to Washington beginning on 26 March 1791 (all in the Library of Congress) and the memorials, or petitions, he submitted to Congress between 1800 and 1824. These are in the Library of Congress and the National Archives.

16. L'Enfant's "Observations explanatory of the plan" was published in several newspapers and journals beginning on 26 December 1791 in Dunlap's American Daily Advertiser.

Pamela Scott, "'This Vast Empire': The Iconography of the Mall, 1791-1848,"

Richard Longstreth (Editor), The Mall in Washington, 1791-1991, Studies in the History of Art 30, Center for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts Symposium Papers XIV, (Hanover and London: National Gallery of Art, Washington, Distributed by the University Press of New England, 1991).  Copy in the HABS/HAER Library. Pp. 54-55, footnotes 14 and 16.

xe "Lenthal, John\:Clerk©of©the©Works at the Capitol (1808)"* LENTHAL, JOHN - CLERK-Of-THE-WORKS AT THE CAPITOL (1808)
At present (i.e. 12 August 1806) the expenditure of money under my direction on the public buildings relieves in some measure the general distress. I employ scarce any Master Workmen, but do the work by the day under proper Superintendents, of whom the chief, and he would be the chief any where, is John Lenthall, great Grandson of the cidevant president of the Rump parliament under Richd. Cromwell. I found him here nearly as badly off as any of the rest, who had sunk their property in buildings. I wish I could reward his merit as it deserves. (fn 18)

18. John Lenthall (c.1762-1808) was born in England, where he gained experience in mining and cotton manufacturing as well as other aspects of engineering and architecture. He married Jane King, daughter of Robert King, city surveyor of Washington, D.C., about 1800. BHL hired Lenthall in April 1803 as clerk of the works at the U.S. Capitol, thereafter relying greatly on Lenthall's expertise as a builder. Lenthal was crushed to death on 21 September 1808 when the Supreme Court vault in the basement of the Capitol fell after the centering was removed. BHL assumed the blame for the death and published a eulogy of Lenthall in the National Intelligencer (Washington, D.C., 23 September 1808. Lenthall's great-grandfather was William Lenthall (1591--1662), speaker of the Long Parliament (1640-53), the Parliament of 1654, and the Rump Parliament (1659-60). Hamlin, Latrobe, pp. 260, 278n.

Edward C. Carter II, John C. Van Horne, and L. W. Formwalt, Editors, The Journals of Benjamin Henry Latrobe, 1799-1820, From Philadelphia to New Orleans, Volume 3, (New Haven, Connecticut, Yale University Press, 1980), p. 73.

* LENNOX APPOINTED FOREMAN OF THE CARPENTERS,AT THE CAPITOL (1799) - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      At approximately the same time, the Commissioners were investigating charges against Redmond Purcell, the foreman of the carpenters at the Capitol under Hoban.  These investigations led to the firing of Redmond xe "Purcell, Redmond, foreman of the carpenters, Capitol\:Fired in 1799"Purcell and four other carpenters working for Hoban at the Capi​tol, John xe "Dickey, John, carpenter\:Fired in 1799"Dickey, Thomas xe "Watkins, Thomas, carpenter\:Fired in 1799"Watkins, William xe "Keif, William, carpenter\:Fired in 1799"Keif and James xe "Tompkins, James, carpenter\:Fired in 1799"Tompkins.  The Commissioners appointed Peter xe "Lenox, Peter, carpenter\:Appointed foreman of the carpenters"Lenox as foreman of the carpenters, the same man whom Hoban refused to hire the previous year.

      The Board having had under consideration the several Depositions following to wit Samuel Fowler, Thomas Sandiford, Benjamin Bacon, Allen Wileys, Wilson Bryan and John Minors taken and now filed in the Office on the inquiry into the conduct of Redmond Purcell which said depositions were taken in the presence of the said Purcell; and having given him notice that they would hear him this day in his defence, and he having declined to attend for that purpose, Thereupon unani​mously Ordered that the said Redmond Purcell be discharged from public service it being the Opinion of the Board that he has been guilty of neglect in the execution of his duty; and is unfit for the service to which he has been ap​pointed by the Superintendent.

    Ordered unanimously that John Dickey, Thomas Watkins, William Keif and James Tompkins be dis​charged from public service: and that the superinten​dent do at the time of calling together the hands tomorrow morning read these two orders publicly to those interested. Ordered that no Superintendent here after do add or deminish the number of hands in public employment without an especial order from the Board.

      Resolved that Peter xe "Lenox, Peter, carpenter\:Appointed foreman of the carpenters at the Capitol"Lenox be appointed foreman of the Carpenters at the Capitol and that Redmond Purcell do give him immediate possession of the house now occupied by him.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 292-293.

* LIME
      Bricks required mortar and mortar required xe "Lime"lime.  On October 22, 1791, the Commissioners directed the Secretary to advertise for 4000 bushels of lime
  Securing a good supply of lime was a problem for the Commissioners.  Although it was readily available in xe "Philadelphia"Philadelphia,
 shipping greatly increased its cost.  The Commission​ers were able to develop a supply of lime near xe "Frederick, Maryland"Frederick, Maryland.  On October 22, 1791, they wrote to xe "Jefferson, Thomas"Jefferson of the Frederick lime.

Many offers of lime from the Eastward have been made us, but so exorbitent, that they have been declined; and we think ourselves fortunate in having done so, as we now have infinitely better, made us, from the upper parts of the Potomac - Indeed our pursuits from this Quarter are very flattering both with respect to Plank and lime - If lime can at present be supplied on cheaper terms from thence, then the Eastward, what may not be expected Summer twelve month, when we have the strongest assurance of the Navigation being completed, and when we shall have the greatest demand for it - With respect to its quality our information from those who have had experience of each is, that the Potomack lime is one fifth superior...

      Despite this optimistic report, lime continued to be a problem for the Commissioners during most of the first construction program.  Although available, the Frederick xe "Lime, Frederick"lime was expensive.  Alternative supplies were investigat​ed, including the use of shell xe "Lime, Shell"lime.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 115-116.

* LIQUOR - ADVERTISEMENT (1796)

Washington Brewery


//////////\\\\\\\\\\\


Strong Beer at 6 dols.  Table


do, at 3 dols.  Hops, grains


and Yeast, likewise


WHISKEY


of a superior quality now ready


for sale by


C. CONINGHAM & CO.

Who will give a generous price for Rye and Barley

City of Washington, Nov. 24

Washington Gazette, December 7, 1996 (and on)

* LIQUOR - REGULATION OF IN FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.
      The Commissioners regulated the sale of xe "Liquor"liquor within Washington and, initially, tried to ban it at Aquia Quarry.  An agreement of 1793 between Mr. Robert xe "Brent, Robert"Brent (manager of the xe "Aquia Quarry\:Robert Brent, manager"Aquia Quarry on behalf of the Commissioners) and John xe "Askew, John"Askew and Joseph xe "Doyal, Joseph"Doyal, who were renting their properties to the Commissioners, contained the following clause prohibit​ing the sale of liquor to workmen.

I further bind myself not to keep Liquor for sale, nor permit it to be sold by any person on the said tenement so as to interrupt the public work in the quar​ries.

      But liquor was very much considered a part of the work environment and this prohibition did not stand long.

On Mr. xe "Williamson, Collen\:Recommended liquor for workmen at Aquia Quarry"Williamsons representations the Commissioners order that a quantity of whiskey be provided at the Stone Quarries and half a pint a day delivered to each man employed there till the 15 of Septr next.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of The Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 82-83.

* LITERARY SOCIETY OF WASHINGTON (1797)
   As the Spring opens, it is hoped  business will increase, and as business increases money will circulate, and each will get a little of what delights the eye and fills the belly.

   It is hoped also, that the Literary Society will blossom this Spring, and early in the summer yield something.  GRATEFUL to the Sentimentalist, or PLEASING to the Fair.  Their talents must not be hid in a napkin.

Washington Gazette, March 18, 1797, p. 3.

* LITTLE HOTEL - BUILT 1795 15th and F STREETS, N.W. (SCOTT'S HOTEL) 

"Blodgett's 'Great Hotel' was still not much more than a cornerstone, but a 'Little Hotel' had been open since June 1795.  Its location, as stated by Bryan (i.e. Bryan's, History of the National Capital)was 'the north side of F Street, seventy-five feet east of 15th.'  It was built by James Hoban, but it was referred to as Scott's Tavern in 1796, Gustavus Scott being the landlord.  This was the pioneer tavern in that section of the city, and in it on February 22, 1797, a 'birthnight ball' was held -- probably the first of such assemblies held in the Federal City to honor our first President on an anniversary of his birthday..."

Edwin Melvin Williams, "Building The Federal City," John Clagett Proctor (Editor-in-Chief), Washington: Past and Present, A History, 4 volumes, Lewis Historical Publishing Co., Inc., New York, 1930.  Volume 1, p. 58.


LITTLE HOTEL

A PERSON of Ability and established character in the Tavern keeping Line, may Rent the LITTLE HOTEL, on terms that will be encouraging --- Apply to Mr. PIERCE PURCELL, or

JAMES HOBAN

Washington, Sept. 21, 1797

Washington Gazette, September 23, 1797, p. 1.

* LOAN AUTHORITY OF 1796
"On 6 March 1796 a law was passed authorizing the commissioners to borrow on the approval of the President of the United States, a sum of $300,000 to cover the cost of the project voted in 1790, with clauses stating that they could not borrow more than $200,000 in any one year, that the interest should not exceed 6 percent, that the sums borrowed were to be repaid by 1803, that the city lots that could be disposed of, but had not yet been sold, should serve as collateral and eventually be used to repay the loan.  The United States agreed to pay off any remaining debt, if necessary.  Under this law, the commissioners were obliged to render to the Secretary of Treasury a semi-annual accounting of the expenditures for which the borrowed money was used."

David J. Brandenburg and Millicent H. Brandenburg (translators), "The Duc De La Rochefoucauld-Liancourt's Visit, Records of the Columbia Historical Society, 1973-74, (Vol, 49), Washington, D.C.: 1976, pp. 45-46.

* LOOK BEFORE YOU LEAP -- AN EMIGRATION TRACT PUBLISHED IN LONDON IN 1797 (also see C:\WP51\RESEARCH\LOOKBEFO.LEP).


LOOK BEFORE YOU LEAP (London: 1797)


Library of Congress Rare Books (E164.L86)


(a small portfolio)


TITLE PAGE

LOOK BEFORE YOU LEAP


or,


A FEW HINTS


to such


Artizans, Mechanics, Labourers,


Farmers and Husbandmen,


as are desirous of emigrating to,


AMERICA


being a genuine


COLLECTION OF LETTERS,


from


PERSONS who have EMIGRATED


Containing Remarks, Notes and Anecdotes, Political,


Philosophical, Biographical and Literary, of the present


State, Situation, Population, Prospects and Advantages,


of America, together with the Reception, Success, Mode


of Life, Opinions and Situation, of many Characters


who have emigrated,


particularly to


THE FEDERAL CITY OF WASHINGTON.


Illustrative of the prevailing Practice of Indent-


ing, and demonstrative of the Nature,


Effects and Consequences of that


Public Delusion.


______________


Printed for W. Roe ... ; Walker ... , and J. Barker ... , 1796 (London).

(144 pages)

* LOT SIZE
"He (i.e. Robert Morris) has bought six thousand lots from the commissioners at eighty dollars each.  Each lot measures 5,265 feet."

David J. Brandenburg and Millicent H. Brandenburg (translators), "The Duc De La Rochefoucauld-Liancourt's Visit, Records of the Columbia Historical Society, 1973-74, (Vol, 49), Washington, D.C.: 1976, p. 47.

* LOT WIDTH - JEFFERSON VIEW
"The lots to be sold out in breadth of 50 feet; their depths to extend to the diagonal of the square." (sketch accompanies text).

"Jefferson Note, November 29, 1790, Proceeding to be had under the Residence Act," Padover, Thomas Jefferson and the National Capital, p. 31. [pp. 2155-9, U.S. v. Morris, Records, Vol VII]. 

* LOTS - COST PER SQUARE FOOT
"Those who bought up as large number of Mr. Morris's lots were Mr.Law and Mr. Dickinson, both lately arrived from India and exceedingly rich, General Howard and General Lee and two or three wealthy Dutchmen; but no one purchased more lots than Mr. Law, who bought 445 of them.  They paid at least $293 for each of these lots or, rather, five pence (Maryland currency) per square foot for they were not exactly the same size.  Several were sold for up to six, eight or ten pence per square foot, latecomers paying the higher prices and the location of the lots having some effect on their prices."

David J. Brandenburg and Millicent H. Brandenburg (translators), "The Duc De La Rochefoucauld-Liancourt's Visit to the Federal City in 1797: A New Translation -- Voyage to Federal City in 1797," Records of the Columbia Historical Society, 1973-74 (Vol. 49), Washington, D.C.: 1976, pp. 48-49.

* LOTS - NUMBER OF
...the plan of the city comprises 4,124 acres of which 712 have been set aside for sixteen avenues, which are to be named after the sixteen different states ...  The remaining 3,412 acres, divided among the original owners and the Union, contain 23,000 house lots, ...

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of The Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 105.

* MAHOGANY - WOOD FOR THE WHITE HOUSE
      A more exotic xe "Wood\:Mahogany"wood, mahogany, for the doors, floors and the cabinets of the President's House, would be more diffi​cult to come by.  In 1793 the Commissioners instructed Hoban to examine the mahogany in a captured vessel in Norfolk and if adequate to buy it.
 

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of The Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 114.

* MASON'S QUARRY, WASHINGTON, D.C.
xe "Greigg, Joshua"
xe "Mason, John"Mason operated a quarry up the Potomac River from Georgetown, under the management of Nicholas xe "Hingston, Nicholas"Hingston.  Large craft could load the rock through the use of skids and transport it down river.


FOUNDATION STONE

At my quarries on the Virginia Shore, about half a mile above this town, I have ready for Sale, a parcel of good Foundation Stone.  It will be delivered within 50 to 60 feet from the water's edge.  Large crafts may lie near enough to take it off on skids.  A constant supply will be kept up during the whole spring and summer.  Apply to Mr. Nicholas Hingston, Manager at the quarries or to

I. MASON

George Town, March 10, 1794
 

Mason ap​par​ently used this quarry in 1795 to supply xe "Foundation stone"foundation stone for the xe "Capitol"Capitol.

It is agreed this tenth day of December 1792 between John Mason Merchant of George Town of the one part and Elisha xe "Williams, Captain Elisha"Williams in behalf of the Commissioners of the Federal Buildings of the other part, as follows: The said Mason on his part agrees to deliver at the Capitol up Goose Creek three thousand perchs of good foundation Stone for the Capitol...(at) six shillings and nine pence Maryland for each perch (i.e. $0.90/p​erch--a xe "Perch"perch being a measure of quantity, being 16-1/2 feet x 1-1/2 feet x 1 foot, or 24.75 cubic feet).

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of The Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 107.

xe "Meade, Simon or Simeon\:Foreman of the Carpenters at the Capitol (1809)"* MEADE, SIMON - FOREMAN OF THE CARPENTERS AT THE CAPITOL (1809)
At the Capitol I employ many Irish Workmen. Simon Meade, is forman of Carpenters. (fn 36)

36. BHL considered Simeon Meade (d.1819) an excellent carpenter who had 'a quality of importance...as his Men liked him.' BHL to Elias B. Caldwell, 26 June 1816, Latrobe Letterbooks, PBHL, microfiche ed., 131/F13; National Intelligencer (Washington, D.C.), 12 February 1819.

Edward C. Carter II, John C. Van Horne, and L. W. Formwalt, Editors, The Journals of Benjamin Henry Latrobe, 1799-1820, From Philadelphia to New Orleans, Volume 3, (New Haven, Connecticut, Yale University Press, 1980), p. 113.

* MEDICAL CARE FOR BLACKS - COST OF (1798)
#1219
Sir


City of Washington
Nov. 22d, 1798

      The Board have just received the account of Dr. May, which amounts to $268.50 for half a year; and the former year by contract, was only ten shillings per head, per annum, for the Blacks, about ninety being employed at the public works. -- The Board are not only desirous of doing justice to individuals, but to their Trust, and they are therefore under the necessity of submitting the Doctors' account to an independent Judge.  Such we think you, and request you will favour us with an opinion of the reasonableness of the charges, and the necessity of such constant attendance considering the number of sick stated by the Return to have been in the Hospital. -- We are, sir, etc.

G. Scott

Docr. Conningham



W. Thornton

A. White

P.,S.  By a verbal Report from Captain Williams, who has enquired into the number of sick during the above time, he has been informed that there have been from two to three, to wight or nine, and the average about 5 or 6 -- The Board agreed to pay 50 cents per visit

Letters Sent, Records of the Commissioners of the District of Columbia..., National Archive Microfilm Publication M-371, Roll 4, Number 1219.

* MIDDLETON QUARREL WITH JAMES HOBAN (1799)
1799  Joseph Middleton to Commissioners

1560
Feb. 19
Middleton, Joseph

Washington, D.C.

Complaint of Captn. Hoban in relation to the making of some shutters.

1564
Mar. 22
Middleton, Joseph

Washington, D.C.

In explanation of charges made against him by Captn. Hoban with some counter charges.

1601
April 1
Middleton, Joseph

Washington, D.C.

Requests that certain persons be summoned to testify in the Hoban investigation.

1630
May 11
Middleton, Joseph

Washington, D.C.

Requests an immediate decision on the charges against him.

1799
James Hoban to Commissioners

1580
Mar. 12
Hoban, James

Washington, D.C.

Explanation concerning the trouble with Mr. Middleton on making shutters.

1595
Mar. 28
Hoban, James

Washington, D.C.

Requesting in the event of an investigation, he be furnished previous with papers(?)

1605
April 2
Hoban, James

Washington, D.C.

Desires the investigation shall proceed with as little delay as possible.

1613
April 13
Hoban, James

Washington, D.C.

Will obtain evidence to show the Board that he was never negligent on duty.

Index to Letters Received, Public Buildings & Grounds, Roll 8, Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners...
* MILLARS QUARRY (AQUIA CREEK, VIRGINIA)

FREE STONE QUARRY

To be RENTED for the year 1798.  A valuable free-stone quarry of excellent (indistinct) lying on Aquia Creek belonging to the estate of Charles Porter deceased and well known by the names of MILLARS QUARRY.

   I shall attend on the premise on Thursday the second of November for the purpose of renting, in the mean time will shew them to, or receive proposals from any person disposed to ten: (tender?)

  A good house, with some land, may be had with the quarry.

   Letters by the post directed to me near Dumfries, Virginia, will come safe to hand; Bonds with approved security for the payment of the rent will be required.

DANIEL C. BRENT

October 2, 1797

Washington Gazette, October 14, 1797, p. 3, and on.

* MILLIKEN, SAMUEL - STONE CUTTING MACHINERY
The first pro​posal to the Commissioners was contained in a letter sent by Samuel Millikin of xe "Philadelphia"Phila​delphia.

I have had it in contemplation to wright (sic) the Director of the Public Buildings at the Federal City but not knowing who he is I changed my mind to wright you on the subject of my marble and stone machine, which I find will be Valuable and perfectly shall saw as far (as) 50 feet with one man and a Horse per day superficial measure on one surface. When a block of stone is large enough to saw in the middle thus (drawing inserted) the advantage is dubly (sic) useful by making two fair sides for building of the same block; a machine will pay its cost in one year -- and will do as much as 4 to 5 men('s) work per year (or daily).  4 men('s) wages at 6/ is £ 90 each  -- for 300 days per year £ 360 per an. to £ 400.  The yearly expense to attend of these machines (ox mills) will (be) for a laborer's wages - an. £ 50 per year, a Horse - £ 25 - wear  and tare £ 5 -- £80 (total) -- for attending per year its value - The machinery of such a mill might be made in Philadelphia and trans​port​ed...

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 158.

 The Commissioners didn't have access to Encyclopedie Methodique and wrote back to Jefferson on December 5, 1792 their intentions.

We have received a letter from Mr. Milliken, offering to set up a mill for cutting stone. We shall postpone answering it, till we are informed of the result of your enquiries respecting it. We have not an opportu​nity of consulting the xe "Encyclopedie Methodique\:Proposed stone©cutting machinery"Encyclopedie Methodique but think it probable that Mr. xe "Hallet, Stephen, Architect\:Design of stone cutting machine"Hallet's design of that kind, which he has shewed us is derived from that source...

      And finally, in his letter of December 13, 1792, xe "Jefferson, Thomas\:Proposed stone cutting machine"Jefferson kills the idea of utilizing Millikin's stone-cutting machine.

I have according to the desire expressed in your letter of the 5th Instant examined the model of Mr. Milliken's mill for polishing and sawing stone lodged in my office. It is always an objection that a thing is new and untried. His method of giving motion always and forwards to a sawframe by a spiral plane is ingenious: but I confess it does not appear prom​ising to me. It is certainly inferior to that used in Europe of which there is a drawing in the Encyclope​die Methodique. I have made a rough drawing of the latter merely to explain to you the principle.  You will find that the sawframe is moved by a crank, as that in a saw mill for wood, except that the sawframe lies horizontal instead of perpendicular.. It is more simple than the mill for sawing wood, because the part is omitted which brings the stock up to the saw. Your workmen seeing the principle will easily contrive all the details. I shewed this plan also Milliken's model to the Presi​dent.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 159-160.

* MILLS, ROBERT - STANDARD BIOGRAPHY
59. The standard biography is H.M. Pierce Gallagher, Robert Mills: Architect of the Washington Monument 1781-1855 (New York, 1935). Pamela Scott, ed., The Papers of Robert Mills, 1781-1855 (Wilmington, 1990) is a comprehensive microfilm edition of Mills' papers accompanied by a guide and index.  Mills' 1831 drawing for the Mall is located in the Cartographic and Architectural Archives, National Archives.

Pamela Scott, "'This Vast Empire': The Iconography of the Mall, 1791-1848,"Richard Longstreth (Editor), The Mall in Washington, 1791-1991, Studies in the History of Art 30, Center for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts Symposium Papers XIV, (Hanover and London: National Gallery of Art, Washington, Distributed by the University Press of New England, 1991).  Copy in the HABS/HAER Library. P. 57, footnote 59.

* MITCHEL AND BELT KILN, WASHINGTON, D.C. (1796)
     The President's House also used bricks made else​where in the new Federal city.  On July 25, 1796, for example, Jonas xe "Simpson, Jonas"Simpson was paid $13.60 to haul bricks believed to be made in a permanent kiln near xe "Georgetown"Georgetown.

...hawl 35000 bricks from Mitchel and Belts Kiln to the Presidents House at 2/11 (i.e. $0.39/thousand).
​ 

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 171-172.

* MOFFAT AND NESMITH LUMBER YARD - WASHINGTON, D.C. (1798)
Moffat and Nesmith's 1798 advertisement for their lumber yard illustrates the growing building supply infrastructure in the Federal city.


TIMBER FOR BUILDING

Any quantity of Timber for buildings of any size, Joist or Scantling of any dimension, frames made after any plan, and feather edged weather boarding, all of the best Yellow poplar, may be had by applying to

                                       WILLIAM xe "Moffat, William\:Advertisement for timber"MOFFAT

                                       EBENEZER xe "Nesmith, Ebenezer\:Advertisement for timber"NESMITH

Who have for sale about one hundred cords of good WOOD, which they will deliver at xe "Dyer's ferry, Eastern Branch"Dyer's ferry, Eastern Branch, at the shortest notice.

A line directed to either of them, and left with Mr. Lewis xe "Deblois, Lewis\:Moffat and Nesmith's Lumber Yard"Deblois, will be immediately attended to.

Washington, January 6, 1798

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 181.

* MONEY FOUND

MONEY FOUND

Was found on Capitol Hill, by a gentleman late of the city a


TEN DOLLAR BANK NOTE

The owner may have it by describing it, any time for ten days -- after that time, it will be applied to the aid of the poor.

Peter Lenox

January 18-3t

Daily National Intelligencer, Washington, Friday, January 16, 1816, p. 3.

* MORRIS & NICHOLSON BUILDINGS ON SOUTH CAPITOL STREET
                 Wednesday, September 28 (1796)

      Last week twenty two story brick dwelling-houses, begun by Mr. Robert Morris and Mr. John Nicholson, about the 28th of June last, was complete​ly covered.

      And on Monday the above gentlemen treated themselves, a few of their acquaintance, the archi​tects, workmen, and labourers, being nearly two hundred in number, with a barbeque on the spot.

      We do not recollect ever to have seen a greater appearance of social glee on a similar occasion.

      The above buildings are the greatest effect of private enterprise of any in the city, and for the time in which they were building, we believe the greatest in the United States.1

      They stand on Square 651, taking the whole front on South Capitol Street; and greatest part of the front on South N. Street. We must note that this is the first and only entire front built on any square in the City.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 83.

* NAILS - WROUGHT NAILS VS. MACHINE PRODUCED NAILS
      Briggs was not quite accurate in stating that xe "Machine produced nails\:Not equal to wrought nails"

xe "Machine produced nails\:Less expensive than wrought nails"ma​chine produced nails were equal to wrought nails in every respect -- worked iron will have a higher tensile strength than unworked iron.  But he was quite accurate in stating that machine produced nails would be much under the price of wrought nails.  An advertisement from 1801 provides us a cost comparison between machine produced and wrought nails.  Generally machine produced nails were one quarter to one third less expensive than wrought nails.

      
                      NAILS

ALL Kinds of Hammered and Cut Nails, and Brads, sold at my store in this place, between the President's house and the Six buildings, at the following prices for Cash only.

                    HAMMERED NAILS AND BRADS      

            
      By cwt. or 1.2 cwt   By retail under 56

     

20 dy Nails     12  1-2 d per lb     13  1-2 d per lb

     

12 dy  do       13                    3-4

     

10 do           13  3-4              14  1-2

      
 8 do           15                    1-2

             
        Deck and Spike Nails, 11  1-2

                  
  CUT NAILS AND BRADS

      
20 dy Nails      9  1-2              10  1-2

      
10 do           10                   11

      
 8 do           11                   12

      
 6 do           12                   13

      
 4 do           13  1-2              14

      
 3 do           14  1-2              15               

   

Washington, Feb.6,1801    SAMUEL xe "M'Intire, Samuel\:Advertisement for hammered and cut nails"M'INTIRE
 

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 190.

* NEED FOR LIME - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      Like most of the building materials the Commission​ers needed, there was no identifiable source of lime in the vicinity of the new Federal city.  On his mission to Philadelphia, Francis Cabot reported to the Commissioners, "Lime may be had here in any quantity..."
  But it was expensive at 25 shillings per cask for an 80 gallon cask (i.e. $3.33), including shipment to Georgetown and payment for the cask.

      Early in the construction program, the Commissioners advertised for xe "Lime\:Advertisement for"lime.  On October 22, 1791, they ordered the following advertisement inserted in various newspapers.

The Commissioners...propose to contract for 4000 Bushels of good air slacked stone lime in casks to be delivered at the mouth of Goose Creek ...

This advertisement was not successful because several months later, on March 30, 1792, the Commissioners wrote to Jefferson that they had received many offers for lime but at exorbi​tant rates.
  It was in this letter that they informed Jefferson of having located "Potomack lime" that was one fifth superior.
  On May 4, 1792, the Commissioners wrote the following letter to Commis​sioner Johnson asking him to make inquiries of the lime burners of Frederick, Maryland -- probably at the present town of Lime Kiln, southwest of Frederick.

Mr. Johnson is requested to agree with the lime burners in his neighborhood for the delivery of quantities of unslacked lime not exceeding in the whole 4000 bushels in the City of Washington at a price not exceeding 2/6 (i.e. $0.33) pr. bushell, as much of it may be to be delivered by the first of July.
 

      But the Frederick, Maryland, lime may still have posed problems for the Commissioners for on October 4, 1792, they bought lime from other sources.

Captn. Elisha O. xe "Williams, Captain Elisha\:Directed to purchase lime"Williams was directed to purchase one thousand bushels of shell lime from William xe "Hill, William\:Sold lime to Captain Elisha Williams"Hill.
 

Shell lime was less expensive than stone lime, perhaps one third so.
  But it was widely considered not as good.  When the Commissioners again advertised for stone lime, they had to offer more money for it.

City of Washington December 23d 1793. Four shillings Maryland Currency (i.e. $0.53) per Bushel will be given for the best unslacked stone lime from the upper Country if delivered in the City of Washington to Captn. Elisha O. Williams by the fifteenth day of May next, to the amount of five thousand bushels and three shillings like money (i.e. $0.40) per Bushel for two thousand Bushels of such Lime delivered by the said time in good casks at a warehouse on the Canal of the Great Falls, which shall be erected their. Payment will be made on delivery for each waggon or boat load.

Once having agreed to pay the price for unslaked stone lime, its supply was no longer a problem to the first Federal construction program.  By the reconstruction program of 1815-1817, there was adequate supply of lime in Washing​ton to meet the Commissioners' building needs.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 182-185.

* NEW CONSTRUCTION CREW IN 1800 - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      The year 1800 began with an almost new construction crew working on both the Capitol and the President's House, although at the lower wage level.  The Commissioners had been successful in replacing most of the carpenters but still needed skilled joiners.  Hoban was instructed to proceed to Baltimore and hire, "six or eight good joiners."  

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 299.

* NO SHORTAGE OF WORKMEN (EXCEPT MASONS) - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
In response to Jefferson's offer to recruit workmen in Connecticut,
  the Commis​sion​ers responded that they had an adequate supply of carpenters and didn't require many masons at this time.

As it (i.e. the President's House) is not expected to get Higher next year than the water Table. I.E. 13 feet elevation, there are Carpenters enough who may be had on the spot. And we shall want but a few additional masons next season, for some in each line have already purchased and agreed to sink the price, by their work, so that we think it can be no object to introduce others from Connecticut...

      And again, this optimism concerning recruiting skilled workers was expressed to Jefferson in a letter dated April 11, 1792.

     The situation of things here is very different from what we expected, or perhaps have any Idea of. People are on tip toe to come from all parts. We might probably have 2000 mechanics and labourers here on very short notice. We think therefore, there is no occasion to import People from abroad unless Stone-cutters of whom there are but few and their wages high. Of them 20, or 30 from Scotland are desirable & we wish them introduced...

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 209.

* NURSE AT HOSPITAL
Commisr. of the City of Washington

To Mrs Cloc Le Clair Dr (i.e. draft)

For two Months Wages as Nurse of the

Hospital to this 3d Feb 1795
£ 7 - 10 (i.e. $20)

Rec. Feb 7 1795 of Chr Richmond...

x her mark

National Archives, Box 1, Number 108

Mr Munroe

Decr 8th 1796

Mrs. McMahon has attended

as Nurse in the Hospital During the month

of Novr last

Sam Brown

   Received 9 December 196 of Thomas Munroe ten Dollars for the above service

Sarah (her mark) McMahon

National Archives, Box 3, Number 833; Box 3, Number 857,

* OUSTING WORKMEN FROM HOUSING (1798) - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.) 
      Ousting discharged workers and their families from the free housing provided by the Commis​sioners was stan​dard practice and it lent another dimen​sion to the other prob​lems of being fired.  In xe "Aull, Robert, carpenter\:Given grace period to vacate his house"Aull's (or Auld's) case, he was given a small grace period before he vacated his house.

       The Board in consideration of the situation of your wife have no objection to your continuing your  occupation of the Temporary Building you live in for 2 or 3 weeks. Your Boy is dismissed of course, with his Master."

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 283.

The ousting of a fired workmen from his house, owned by the Commission, was standard procedure.  In the case of Redmond xe "Purcell, Redmond, foreman of the carpenters, Capitol\:Second order issued to vacate his house"Purcell, a second order had to be issued to actually get him out of the house. This was done April 23, 1799.

      Redmond Purcell having had notice to re​move from the public Building now occupied by him & having failed tom attend to said Notice Orderd. that his effects be removed from said Building tomorrow by 4 o'clock in the afternoon & that he have Notice of this order if to be found in the City & that Captain Williams have immediately a Copy of this order.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 294.

* OUSTING WORKMEN FROM HOUSING) (1800) - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      The year 1800 began relatively quietly in terms of labor relations with the workers engaged at the public build​ings.  Then, toward the end of the year, with the deadline approaching, the Commissioners ordered the xe "Workers ordered to vacate temporary buildings, 1800"workers to vacate the tempo​rary buildings in which they were housed.   

Ordered that notice be given to all the persons now occupying the temporary buildings on the Capitol & Presidents Square except those occupied by Gibson, Claxcton, and Diener, that they must give up the possession of the several buildings by them & each respectively possessed before the first day of Novr. next.

      And although the carpenters at the President's House were almost new to Washington and work on the public buildings, they took an equally militant stand as previous workers had in facing the Commissioners.  They refused to xe "Workers refuse to vacate temporary buildings, 1800"vacate the buildings.

Gentlemen Commissioners

      You cannot be ignorant of the utter Impossibil​ity of Procuring houses for the Married, or lodging for the Unmarried Carpenters, employed at the Presi​dents House, Should your intention of removing the Buildings they at Present Occupy, be carried into effect. At this advanced season, such men as are able to build must use every Exertion to Prepare for the day they are to remove. Consequently the men will be all employed either for themselves or their friends & the President's House remain unfinished.--

      We therefore inform that if it meets your approbation the Men who at Present occupy the Houses will Pay any reasonable rent for them until the first of March Next, or Purchase them at Valuation Provided they are suffered to stand till that time, but if you Persevere in taking them down we shall every man leave the employ on the return of the Bearer by whom we shall expect your Answer in Writing---

(To:) Messrs.              We are Gentlemen

      
Scott                   Your Humble Servts.

      
Thornton                   The Carpenters

      
White     employed at the Presidents House

      In addition, several of the carpenters stopped work on the same day.  This alarmed the Secretary of State and the Secretary of the Navy as the deadline for the occupa​tion of Washington by the Federal Government was close upon them.  Although their letters to the Commissioners are not included in the Commissioners' records, we can detect some sense of their concern by the Commissioners' response to them.

      The few workmen who had quitted their work having rehired the same day on which we had the honor of your(s) of the 22d, it seems to us unnecessary to take any further measures reflecting them. We shall however direct a communication to be made of the Contents of your letter to such of these workmen as are in the temporary buildings, as had quitted the works. We shall in the mean time increase the Hands by every means in our power and shall have six addi​tional Carpenters today at twelve O'clock

(To:)                 We are with Sentiments etc.

Secretary of State &               G. Scott

Secretary of the Navy              W. Thornton
 

      On October 22nd, 1800, the Commissioners ordered that three carpenters leave their temporary buildings.

Orderd. that Notice be given by Mr. Belt to Thomas Kn​owlesxe "McMiner, Thomas, carpenter\:Ordered to vacate temporary building, 1800" Wm. McMiner,xe "Knowles, Thomas, carpenter\:Ordered to vacate temporary building, 1800" and Patrick xe "Cuirrite, Patrick, carpenter\:Ordered to vacate temporary building, 1800"Cuirrite (Sp?) to quite (i.e. quit) the temporary buildings occupied by them by Monday next.

To calm matters, they ordered a pay increase for the carpenters on the same day.

Orderd. that one Shilling & expenses per day in​creased Wages be allowed to the Carpenters at the Presidents house to commense from this day.

To this the Commissioners added the following, two days later, that the carpenters could remain in their temporary buildings on President's Square.

Orderd. that Mr. Lennox give Notice to the Carpenters who occupy the temporary Buildings on the Presidents Square that the Board will not for the present remove the Occupiers, nor offer the Buildings for sale but that they will be rented at their just Value by the month or Quarter to such of the present possessors as shall apply when the public works cease.
     

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 300-303.

* OPTIMISM - ISAAC WELD IN 1796
Footnote 19.  LRL's gloomy conclusions about the Federal City are all the most remarkable in view of the sanguinary predictions of Isaac Weld,  The Federal City, Weld wrote, 'will become the grand emporium of the West, and rival in magnitude and splendor the cities of the old world.'  Weld, Travels, 80.

David J. Brandenburg and Millicent H. Brandenburg (translators). "The Duc De La Rochefoucauld-Liancourt's Visit, Records of the Columbian Historical Society 1973-1974 (Vol 49), Washington, D./C.: 1976, a 58.

*  PALMER, TIMOTHY (BRIDGE BUILDER FOR GEORGETOWN BRIDGE COMPANY)
"... Sketch of the Bridge at the little Falls of the Potowmac..."
16 March 1798

Pencil, pen and ink, watercolor

17.8 cm x 26.0 cm (7 in. x 10-1/4 in.)

B H Latrobe Boneval

Sketchbook III

Rough Sketch of the Bridge at the Little Falls of the Potowmac about 3 miles above George town.  The Span of the Bridge is about 120 feet.  The highth of the King posts appeared to be about 15 feet.  It was framed in New England of White pine, and brought hither by Water. (BHL, Sketchbook III) ...

   For this view, Latrobe was looking upstream from a spot in Arlington County on the Virginia, or southwest, bank of the Potomac, immediately below the mouth of Pimmit Run.  The bridge, the first to be erected at the present-day Chain Bridge, was built in 1797 by the Georgetown Bridge Company, a group of merchants who washed to facilitate the transportation of goods from the upper country of Virginia into Georgetown via the Georgetown-Leesburg Road.  The company contracted with "Timothy Palmer, an Artist, eminantly distinguished by the Bridges he has lately built over the rivers, the Merimick, in the State of Massachusetts, and Piscataqua, in New Hampshire" to design the bridge and supervise its construction (Columbian Chronicle [Georgetown, D.C.] 19 June 1795, p. 4)  In 1804 Palmer's bridge was replaced, and after the new bridge was washed out four years later, a chain suspension bridge designed by James Finley, was erected in 1808 ...

Carter, Edward C. II, John C. Van Horne and Charles E. Bownell (Editors), Tina H. Sheller (Associate Editor), Latrobe's View of America, 1795-1820: Selections from the Watercolors and Sketches, (New Haven: Published for the Maryland Historical Society by Yale University Press, 1985), 400 pages, p. 134.  Illustration on p. 135.  Located in study upstairs.

*  PAY  - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      
Group                                           Pay
The Commissioners.  The Commissioners were at the top of the pile.  Although the initial three Commissioners were not paid, their successors were.  Pay is of July 1798.

           o Gustavus Scott

           o William Thornton

           o Alexander White            $400/quarter
  

Other Commission Officials      

      
o James Hoban & George xe "Hadfield, George, Architect\:Pay"Hadfield,

               architects.              $350/quarter

      
o Thomas Munroe, Clerk            $312.50/qtr.

      
o William xe "Brent, William\:Pay"Brent, Asst. Clerk      $200.00/qtr.

      
o Elisha Williams, Principal

               Overseer                 $212.50/qtr.

Foreman 

      
o Henry Edwards, (Capitol)

        
Foreman of Stone Carvers 25/-/day($3.33/day)

      
o James Dixon, (Pres. House)

        
Foreman of Stone Carvers 17/6/day($2.33/day)

      
o Pierce xe "Purcell, Pierce, foreman of the carpenters\:Pay"Purcell, (Pres. House)

        
Foreman of Carpenters    17/6/day($2.33/day)

      
o Barnard xe "Crook, Barnard, Foreman of the stone cutters\:Pay"Crook, (Pres. House)

        
Foreman of Stone Cutters 15/-/day($2.00/day)

      
o Joseph Middleton, (Pres. House)

        
Foreman of Cabinet Makers15/-/day($2.00/day)

      
o Lewis Clepham, (Pres. House)

        
Foreman of Painters      15/-/day($2.00/day)

      
o Robert Brown (Pres. House)

        
Foreman of Brick Layers  12/6/day($1.67/day)
 

Senior Journeymen
      
o Stone Cutters: Alexander xe "Wilson, Alexander, stone cutter\:Pay"Wilson; Andrew Shields;

               
Hugh Sommervelle; Alexander Reid                                                   12/6/day($1.67/day)

      
o Carpenters

         
Joseph Hoban            12/6/day($1.67/day)

Journeymen
      
o Stone Carvers

         
Various (see footnote)  12/3/day($1.63/day)

      
o Stone Cutters

         
Various                 10/-/day($1.34/day)

      
o Carpenters and Joiners

         
Various                  9/-/day($1.20/day)

      
o Bricklayers

         
Various                 11/-/day($1.47/day)

      
o Cabinet Makers

         
Various                  8/4/day($1.11/day)

      
o Painters

         
Various                 10/-/day($1.33/day)

Overseer of Laborers (Excludes Provisions)

      
o Bennett Mudd, Overseer    4/4/day($0.57/day)

Laborers (Excludes Provisions)

      
o Various                   2/4/day($0.31/day)

      The list clearly shows the hierarchy of workers on the building site.  The Commissioners and the architects held the highest positions in this hierarchy and the laborers and slaves the lowest.  Commissioners received almost $5/day reimbursement -- over fifteen times what a common laborer was paid (excluding cost of provisions, etc.).  The list also indicates the basic division that would characterize the building trades: the clear distinction between the gentlemen class, paid by the quarter, and the artisans and laborers, paid by the day.  The pay rates also clearly indicate the great divide between the artisans and the unskilled laborers.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 194-198.

      The Commissioners paid these carpenters nine shil​lings per day (i.e. $1.20), although a few, such as Thomas Dickey and George Sanford, were paid 9/6 per day (i.e. $1.27).  This is the same rate to which the carpenters working on the President's House had been reduced by the Com​missioners two years earlier.  The Commissioners paid this rate even though there is some evidence to indicate that carpenters in established centers were receiving more.
  Patrick Healey and William Knowles were paid eleven shillings per day (i.e. $1.47) -- undoubt​edly they were the more skilled joiners.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 299-300.

* PAY CUTS FOR THE CARPENTERS (1798) - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      Having, in effect, fired the entire work force of stone cutters (but not carvers), the Commissioners then decided to communi​cate to the carpenters their decision of the previous day to cut the carpenters' wages.

                               Washington 18th Apl. 1798

Sir

      In answer to your letter requesting an increase of wages to the xe "Carpenters wage cuts of 1798"Carpenters at the Capitol, and to their application of the same Subject, we enclose you a copy of a Resolution of the Board of yesterday, on the Subject of Carpenter wages in general which we request you will communicate to the Carpenters at the Capitol.

      We think & presume that the Carpenters them​selves will think, on consideration, that nine shil​lings per day (i.e. $1.20) the year through, punctu​ally paid every month, are wages quite high enough for the present day, and we have no intention of raising them higher.                           We are, Sir, etc.

(To:) Mr. Hadfield                   G. Scott

            
                              W. Thornton

                  
                        A. White
  

     The resolution accompanying this letter read as follows.

April 17th 1798

Ordered by the Board that after the first day of May next no Carpenter in the public Employment and en​gaged by the Day, (except one Foreman at Each Build​ing) be allowed more than nine shillings per day, and that the Foreman of the Carpenters, Stone Cutters and Bricklay​ers be respectively allowed two Dollars per day and no more.

       The following table indicates the magnitude of cuts that this order effected amongst the carpenters and join​ers.

      

      1798 xe "Carpenters wage cuts of 1798, comparison"PAY CUTS OF CARPENTERS AND JOINERS
                  

 DAILY PAY FOR MONTHS SHOWN
                 

    April 1798    May 1798     Difference
John xe "Lenox, John, carpenter\:Impact of 1798 wage cuts"Lenox, Foreman     17/6($2.33)   15/($2.00)     -14%

Joseph xe "Hoban, Joseph, carpenter\:Comparison of 1798 wage cuts"Hoban            12/6($1.67)    9/($1.20)     -28%

Robert xe "Aull, Robert, carpenter\:Comparison of 1798 wage cuts"Aull             10/ ($1.33)    9/($1.20)     -10%

Peter xe "Lenox, Peter, carpenter\:Comparison of 1798 wage cuts"Lenox             10/ ($1.33)    9/($1.20)     -10%

William xe "Warrington, William, carpenter\:Comparison of 1798 wage cuts"Warrington      10/ ($1.33)    9/($1.20)     -10%

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 262-264.

* PAYMENT BY THE PIECE (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      After much debate, in October 1793, the Commission​ers authorized Hoban to xe "Payment by the piece\:To the stone cutters in 1793"pay the stone cutters "by the piece" in lieu of an hourly wage.

Mr. Hoban is to agree for the cutting the Stone works, by the piece agreeable to the Stone Cutters proposals if he thinks them reasonable.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 227.

*  PAYMENT IN LOTS -  (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
  The Commissioners didn't accept Firrer's innovative plan but did, in some cases, make payment to workers in land rather than wages.  An example of such a payment is as follows, to James R. xe "Dermott, James R.\:Payment in lots"Dermott.

The Commissioners of the City of Washington

     
      
           To James R. Dermott

     
To 27 Days service commencing

 
January 1st 1795 ending

            
             the first of February  
27..0..0

          
following @ 20/-

          
4 Sundays @ -5/-                         1..0..0
            

                                      28..0..0

         
Or equal to 74 Dollars 66/100

     

By the 2nd paymt on Lot No. 3 Square 725  £ 22..10..0

        
 One year interest @ 67-10--              4.. 1..0

         
4 months interest on 22..10              0..10..0

            
                                      27..1..0
                  
             Bal due            0..19..0 ...

      When asked by Hadfield about the possibility of workmen buying lots, the Commissioners were quite clear that this could be done but that the workmen would not receive any special favors as a result.

                      Washington, 27th September 1797

Sir

      The board has no objection to supplying such of the workmen in public employment as wish to purchase, with lots, they appropriating a proper portion of their wages, to make payments; but we wish it to be under​stood that these sales neither compel them to remain in public employment, nor us to retain them;--

but if they should voluntarily leave the works or be dismissed, we shall proceed to sell such lots as in any other case, to raise whatever balance may remain due at the time of the Sale. We enclose you a copy of one of the agreements entered into, which you are at liberty to show to any who wish to purchase.

   
We are, Sir, etc.                    G. Scott

            
                                 W. Thornton

(To) Mr. Hadfield                       A. White

...

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 214-215.

* PERFORMANCE PAY - PAYMENT BY THEIR ABILITY - CONFLICT OF 1798
      The Commissioners also went out of their way to insult the carpenters during this dispute.  Take, for example, the following communication of the Commissioners to George Hadfield and James Hoban indicating that carpen​ters be paid by ability, and that some of the carpenters' abilities were no more than half of what they were cur​rently being paid.

      
                    Washington, 4th May 1798

Sir,

      xe "Labor dispute of 1798\:Commissioners state some carpenters only worth half pay"We think it necessary that a list of the Car​penters at the Capitol should be returned to the Office; and supposing nine shillings per day to be the worth of the best, that the value of each mans wage be annexed; as we rather Suppose that some cannot be worth beyond half that sum. Among such a number, there must be no doubt be a great disparity in industry, strength and talents.

            
                       We are Sir, etc.

                  
                G. Scott

                        
          W. Thornton

                              
    A. White

(To:) G. Hadfield

      
Mr. Hoban (at the P.H.)

(P.S.) William xe "Barry, William\:Referred to Hadfield by Commissioners"Barry who delivers this, is desirous of employment as a Carpenter -- We have no objection to his being tried for a few days, if more carpenters are wanted.
       

       "We rather Suppose that some cannot be worth beyond half that sum...," was a comment intended to kindle the dispute, not resolve it.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 275-276.

* PERFORMANCE PAY - THE CASE OF CARPENTER PETER LENOX (1798)
       Although the stone carvers and stone cutters took concert​ed action against the Commissioners' proposed pay cut, the carpenters and joiners -- the only other large work group at the public works (with the exception of the laborers who were not in a position to bring concerted action) -- did not.  Perhaps the group organized earlier, the xe "Architect and Carpenters Society"Architect and Carpenters Society, was defunct by 1798.  Or perhaps, by including architects and master builders, it was not in a position to organize against the Commissioners' pay cuts.  The only recorded action taken by the carpenters and joiners against the proposed pay cut of from 10/ per day to 9/ day was a single letter by a single journeyman carpenter working at the President's' House, Peter xe "Lenox, Peter, carpenter\:Letter to Commissioners protesting pay cuts"Lenox (brother to John Lenox, foreman of the carpenters and joiners at the President's House).  A curious letter, Lenox proposes to be paid by "merit" at a time when all of the carpenters were having their wages reduced.  Lenox's letter reflects the opposite role from the concert​ed action of the stone cutters.  This is a single artisan negotiating for higher wages for himself.

Gentlemen

      I take the liberty of writing a few lines to the board having been informd. of the intention of the board to reduce the wages at the Presidents House to nine shillings/day. I hope Gentlemen you will be pleased  to Consider the difference between Workmen, there being as great (a) difference as there is between an honest man and a Rogue. Your Petioner has as good a Chest of tools as any in Meriland.  And is certain that I am as Capable as any in the Publick employ to execute any peice of work that has been done or is to do for the Presidents house in workman​like manner. Gentlemen with your approbation I shall make one observation. Is it reasonable that a man Capable of either rough or fine work and has tools for either should Work for the same wages that a man who has not tools nor cannot execute as much work in a third more time. I have workd. for fourteen years at the trade and I never say or heard but what a man was paid according to his merit.

      The first thing to be enquired into, in private work, is to know what the man can do, and second to know how much he can do, and then they offer his wages according to his merit. Some men can do as much work in half a day as others can do in a whole day with as little trouble.  Your Petioner has been four years in the employ and for eighteen months had ten shil​lings/day when no other man had. Gentlemen, it is with frugality, sobriety and industry that I can support myself on the present wages. For to day(sic) that they did not want a revision in the wages I cannot, but it would to the progress of the buildings to regulate the wages according to a mans merit, or the work he will perform in a day that will cause a spirit of Emulation and the work will soon show the difference.

      Gentlemen of you would let any part of the work at either building by the piece, I would be very glad to contract and will give any security that is requi​ste for the performance. I have made Considerable purchases of lots in the City for a working mechanic of the City and to be forsed. away after waiting five years with an anxiety for the well fair of the City on account of not meeting with that encouragement due to a sober, sturdy Mechanick, which would be worri​some as well (to) others to thinck that there was know Justice...

                                          Peter Lennox. 
...

      Lenox's appeal to the Commissioners' reason was not accepted.  Sixteen years later, as foreman of the recon​struction of the President's House, he would make a simi​lar appeal for additional pay based on abili​ty.  At that time workman would be paid at different rates based on ability, rather than paid equally based on task.  By the mid-nine​teenth century, the agents of the Government would be organizing contests, such as bricklaying, in order to determine pay scales. They also hired consultants to study building tasks and the amount of time necessary to do repeated jobs, such as the cutting of window sills
 --  a rationalization of the work process that would lead to Fred​erick Taylor and Taylorism in the twentieth century. 

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 273-275.

* PESSIMISM FOR NEW FEDERAL CITY (LA ROCHEFOUCAULD-LIANCOURT - 1797)
"For all the reasons I have detailed as succinctly as I could, it is impossible to believe that, as projected and begun, the Federal City will ever develop to the point where it will become a pleasant place to live for the kind of people who are destined to inhabit it.  FN 19"

David J. Brandenburg and Millicent H. Brandenburg (translators), "The Duc De La Rochefoucauld-Liancourt's Visit to the Federal City in 1797: A New Translation - Voyage to Federal City in 1797," Records of the Columbia Historical Society 1973-74 (Vol. 49), Washington, D.C.: 1976, p. 58.

* PIT SAWYERS - WASHINGTON, D.C.
On December 5, 1792, the Commissioners hired pit sawyers and paid them by the day.

The Commissioners of the Federal buildings want to employ 4 sets of sawyers immediately in the City of Washington, one set to be well acquainted with sawing Mahogany - Application to be made to Mr. James Hoben (sic) in the City - As the employment will be steady, it may be an object.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 176.

* POTOMAC QUARRY
1816

2355
Augt 12  Hoban, James  Washington, D.C.  Reporting on the State of the Marble quarry on the Potomac

Index to Letters Received, Public Buildings & Grounds, Roll 8, Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners...
1817

May 6  Vol 7  Page 214  Austin, Mr.  If you bring 30 or 40 good hands for Potomac Quarry & yourself to overlook them yr. pay will be liberal.

Index to Letters Received, Public Buildings & Grounds, Roll 8, Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners...
"It (i.e. Aquia sandstone) is extracted from a quarry near the Potomac, thirty miles below the town. FN21  At the same distance, but up-river, there are quarries of beautiful white and red-veined marbles and a slate quarry..."

David J. Brandenburg and Millicent H. Brandenburg (translators), "The Duc De La Rochefoucauld-Liancourt's Visit to the Federal City in 1797: A New Translation - Voyage to Federal City in 1797," Records of the Columbia Historical Society 1973-74 (Vol 49), Washington, D.C.: 1976, p. 59.  

* PRESIDENT ADAMS MOVES INTO PRESIDENT'S HOUSE (November 1, 1800) - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      On November 1, 1800, xe "President Adams moves into the President's House"President Adams moved into the partially completed President's House.

On Saturday last the PRESIDENT of the United States arrived in this city and took up residence in the house appropriated to him by the Commissioners. Though not entirely finished, the part which is completed will afford ample accomodations.

xe "Mrs. Adam's impression of the President's House"
Mrs. Adam's impression of the President's House has been much repeated.

Describing the President's House, she said: 'The house is made habitable, but there is not a single apartment finished. We have not the least fence, yard or other convenience without, and the great unfin​ished audience room I make a drying room of, to hang up the clothes in. The principal stairs are not up and will not be this winter.'

Mrs. Adams expressed the opinion that if the twelve year's work had been going on in New England it would have been better managed and completion much nearer its end; but she saw the possibilities of the new city, for she continued: 'It is a beautiful spot, capable of any improvement, and the more I view it the more I am delighted with it.'

* PRESIDENTS' HOUSE - INTERIOR FINISHES (1793)
The Elevation of the Presidents House to be two Stories only, besides the Basement.  Mahogany Flooring and white pine planks for the Public Buildings, as well as Oak and Yellow Poplar Timber for the Capitol, to be sought for in time and Mr. Hoban to invite proposal by advertisements...

Proceedings of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., Oct. 16th-23d 1793 National Archives Microform Publication M-371, Roll 1 , p. 200 (RG 42).

* PRESIDENTS' HOUSE - TWO STORY DECISION (1793)
The Elevation of the Presidents House to be two Stories only, besides the Basement.  Mahogany Flooring and white pine planks for the Public Buildings, as well as Oak and Yellow Poplar Timber for the Capitol, to be sought for in time and Mr. Hoban to invite proposal by advertisements...

Proceedings of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., Oct. 16th-23d 1793 National Archives Microform Publication M-371, Roll 1 , p. 200 (RG 42).

* PRICE OF LOTS - APPRECIATION
LAW, THOMAS.  He arrived in this country from England in 1794, after having spent more than half of his 37 years in the Indian Service.  In December 1794 he bought from Mr. Greenleaf $133,000 worth of lots.  He paid $266 each for 5090 lots which had been $80 per lot the year before.

Padover, Appendix, Bibliographical & Place-name Data, Thomas Jefferson and the National Capital, p. 512.

* RAISING - CONSTRUCTION CELEBRATION
      Besides their daily allocation of liquor on the job, the workmen also expected the employer to fund special celebrations, as explained by xe "Hoban, James, Architect"Hoban to the Commissioners of the need for a "raising" in the rebuilding of the President's House in 1816.

Sir

       Having commencd. the raising of the Roof of the President House, and having got one of the Prin​cipal Rafters in its Place on the Building,  I am beset by the workmen (asking?) for the xe "Raising"Raising cus​tomary on such (occasions?), both in Public and Private works.

      I have therefore to request of you the favor, to permit a sum not exceeding $60 to be expended in refreshments for the men employed at the different works, in number about one hundred, which sum the smale (?) will suffice on this ocation(occasion).

      I am further induced to make this application from a knowledge that, when the original Roof was raisd., the then Commisnrs. of the Public Buildings gave the workmen a raising on this ocation (occa​sion).

                    I am very respectfully Sir

                             Your obt. Servant

                                         James Hoban
  

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 82.

      Certain worker cultural forms continued to exist, such as the "xe "Raising"raising," referred to by Hoban in his letter to the Commissioners in 1816.

Sir

      Having commencd. the raising of the Roof of the President House, and having got one of the Principal Rafters in its Place on the Building, I am beset by the workmen (indistinct) for the Raising customary on such (occasions), both in Public and Private works.

      I have therefore to request of you the favor, to permit a sum not exceeding $60 to be extended in refreshments for the men employed at the different works, in number about one hundred, which sum the smale will suffice on this ocation.

      I am further induced to make this application from a knowledge that, when the original Roof was raisd., the then Commisnr. of the Public Buildings gave the workmen a raising on this ocation.

                           I am very respectfully Sir

                                  Your obt. Servant

                                      James xe "Hoban, James, Architect\:Requests funds for a 'raising,\" 1816"Hoban

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 345.

      One of the Washington papers provides a description of a similar private celebration, upon the occasion of covering some twenty brick structures being constructed by Morris and Nicholson of the Greenleaf Syndicate.

                 Wednesday, September 28 (1796)

      Last week twenty two story brick dwelling-houses, begun by Mr. Robert Morris and Mr. John Nicholson, about the 28th of June last, was complete​ly covered.

      And on Monday the above gentlemen treated themselves, a few of their acquaintance, the archi​tects, workmen, and labourers, being nearly two hundred in number, with a barbeque on the spot.

      We do not recollect ever to have seen a greater appearance of social glee on a similar occasion.

      The above buildings are the greatest effect of private enterprise of any in the city, and for the time in which they were building, we believe the greatest in the United States.1

      They stand on Square 651, taking the whole front on South Capitol Street; and greatest part of the front on South N. Street. We must note that this is the first and only entire front built on any square in the City.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 83.

* RESTRICTING MOBILITY OF LABOR - EXAMPLE (Washington, D.C. 1815)
Laborers were the easiest category of worker for the Commissioners to employ.  An example is the Commissioners' strong response when several xe "Laborers hired away to work for the Army, 1815"laborers were hired away from the President's House to work for the Army.

      
                 Office of the Commissioners of the                            Public Buildings, July 25, 1815

Col. xe "Bomford, Colonel, Ordnance Department"Bomford

   
Ordnance Department

         
Sir

             We understand that an Agent (said to be Mr. Luckie) either under your direction, or in some way connected with the public business at Greenleafs Point, has lately, without your knowledged, improper​ly induced several Laborers employed at the Presi​dents House, to abandon their work there and enter into his services. We are satisfied that you will disapprove of such conduct, and think it correct to advise you of the fact, presuming that you will be so obliging as to cause the labourers to be restored, or at least discharged from Greenleaf Point. It is unnecessary for us to even to suggest the injurious effects (which we know you would be as anxious to prevent as ourselves) that would result both to the public works & to the community in general, if prac​tices similar to that which is the object of this letter, were to be encour​aged.

     
                   We are respectively etc.

     
                       John P. xe "Van Ness, John P., Commissioner\:Complaint to Army about hiring laborers away"Van Ness

     
                       Richard Bland xe "Lee, Richard Bland, Commissioner\:Complaint about Army hiring laborers away"Lee

      To this letter, Colonel Bomford had a Captain Morton respond to the Commissioners.

                                                    
Ordnd. Depnd.                                                     26 July 1815

Sir

      I am instructed by Col. Bomford to acknowledge the Receipt of your Communication of yesterdays date.

      He also desires me to state to you that the Subject thereof is a Matter which, as you correctly suppose, does not, in the least degree, meet his Countenance or Approbation. That immediate measures will be taken to discharge the men from Greenleafs Point, who are stated...lately employed...and mea​sures also adopted to prevent the Recurrence of any similar Cases.

      He thinks it however but Justice to Mr. Leckie to State, that he positively Denies having used any sneak to sever those men from their former Employ.

                             With much Respect, I am

                               Gentm. Your Ob. Servt.

                                 Jno. Morton

                                  Capt.
       

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 321-322.
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* RECRUITING AMERICANS - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
The Commissioners also acted to recruit native talent.  On September 4, 1792, for example, they directed that the following advertisement be inserted in the George-Town and Baltimore papers.

Notice is hereby given that the Commissioners are desirous of engaging masons who can also work in brick. Those that cut stone will have employment immediately and during the winter. Applications to be made to Collin Williamson who superintends the mason work.

      The Commissioners also used their own workmen to recruit other workmen to the building site.

The Commissioners agree to pay Mr. Hunter one days wages for each good mason approved by Mr. Williamson who shall come on his recommendation & they shall be entitled to their wages while coming provided they are so approved & do not exceed twenty. Tis understood they must be here by the first of April, to be entitled to the above Terms.

This was a ratification of an agreement between Collen Williamson and John Hunter, one of his hands, who was going to travel to Philadelphia to get his wife and family and then on to New York.  While in Philadelphia and New York, Mr. Hunter was going to recruit masons.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 194-198.

*  REACTION TO PAY CUTS OF 1798 - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      The stone carvers and stone cutters took concerted action against these pay cuts.  The stone carvers at the Capitol, the same men who had com​plained the previous year to the Commissioners about their wages, were the first to protest the actions of the Commissioners.  Their letter was not a threat to the Commissioners but a statement that the proposed wage cut was an outra​geous act that the workers expected to be reversed.

Gentlemen

      xe "Stone carvers and cutters response to wage cuts of 1798"Finding Ourselves agrieved by our Wages being Curtailed, We take this Method to lay our Case before ye and Expects after your further Consideration on the Business that ye will remove our Grievance by Raising our Wages to the Same as it was last Summer.

      We being Consesous that the Merit of our De​partment fully deserves our Request, and be assured Gentlemen that were we not fully Convinc'd of the same we should not Make such a Requisition. There​fore we Expect Your Answer will be Conformable to our wishes.--

     
      
 We are Gentlemen with Due

          
    
Reflect Your Humble Servt.

                  
                   The Carvers

Capitol April 16th, 1798

      
James xe "Jack, James, stone carver\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"Jack           Archie xe "Burns, Archie, stone carver\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"Burns

      
Pat xe "McCarty, Patrick, stone carver\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"McCarty          David xe "Cummings, David, stone carver\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"Cumming(s)

      
Fredth. xe "Gibson, Frederick, stone carver\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"Gibson

      They were joined the same day by the stone cutters at the Capitol.  The stone cutters went further than the carvers by threaten​ing to walk off of the project if their summer wages were not reinstated.

Gentleman

      We the Stonecutters having taken into Concider​ation the Information you gave Mr. Blagden of Contin​uing our Wages During the Summer the Same as in winter; you Ought to have Informd. us previous to the first of March which is the usual time to Advance Mens Wages both In this City and Elswhere; therefore we think ourselves Intitled to the Advanced wages Since the first of March.

      But as Mr. Blagden had got the Money for March when he Informd. us we recd. it; but Resolvd. unani​mously to Quit the work At the lattest of this Month unless you agree to Raise our wages to the Same it was last Summer and to Continue unto the first of Novembr.

      And we Request of you to favour us with an Answr. Before the End of this Month--

            Unnimously

      To Commissioners of the City of Washington

John xe "McDouagh, John, stone cutter\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"McDouagh    1 Pat xe "Rede, Patrick, stone cutter\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"Rede         6 Geo. xe "Terry, George, stone cutter\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"Terry  14

David xe "Watterston, David, stone cutter\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"Watterston 2 Samuel xe "Godfrey, Samuel, stone cutter\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"Godfrey   7 John xe "Elford, John, stone cutter\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"Elford 15

Andrew xe "Leathross, Andrew, stone cutter\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"Leathross 3 Joseph xe "Cochran, Joseph, stone cutter\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"Cochran   8 Alexander

     

Peter xe "Larimore, Peter, stone cutter\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"Larimore   4 William xe "Simpson, William, stone cutter\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"Simpson  9   xe "Robertford, Alexander, stone cutter\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"Robertford16

John xe "Hill, John, stone cutter\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"Hill        5 James xe "Seller, James, stone cutter\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"Seller    10

 Robert Abraham Cook 11 Miller     17

                        
William Beard   12

 James Donato    13  Jeremiah xe "Gallagher, Jeremiah, stone cutter\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"Gallagher  18

                                        Robert xe "Shedon, Robert, stone cutter\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"Shedon  19                                          David O.xe "Glavie, David O., stone cutter\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"Glavie  20

                                      Andrew xe "Rutherford, Andrew, stone cutter\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"Rutherford21  
...

      The following day the Commissioners received the following letter from the stone cutters at the President's House.  Their letter also threatened the possibility of also walking off the job.

-------Commissioners----of the City of Washington.  We the undersigned Stone Cutters employed at the presidents' house Being Informed by Mr. Blogden that our wages is not to be Advanced as formerly any more in the Summer then in the winter on Account of Mr. White informing you of the wages in Philadelphia being lower then here. But we are of (the) Oppinion that men Employd. as Stone Cutters in Philadelphia, New York and Baltimore has an extra advantage than those that are employd. in the City of Washington as they (have) an Opportunity of working By the foot and having Good promises for the work which makes them equal to us at the Advanced Wages----But we are of the oppinion that we Should have Received information at the first of March as Mr. Carroll (indistinct) (indistinct) gave us his word of honour that they would give us one Month information before any Alteration Should take place concerning our wages. So that we are of the Oppinion that our advanced wages is due from the first of March---

Gentlemen we would wish that you would the Above to Consideration as soon as possable and giv us an answer so that we may not part to A disadvantage at the end of the Month so that we May have the Opportu​nity of Looking out for an employment (indistinct).

                                      Alexander xe "Reid, Alexander, stone cutter\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"Reid

                                      Hugh xe "Sommervelle, Hugh, stone cutter\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"Sommervelle

                                      Andrew xe "Thiels, Andrew, stone cutter\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"Thiels

                                      James xe "White, James, stone cutter\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"White

                                      John  xe "Williamson, John, stone cutter\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"Williamson

                                      Alexander xe "Wilson, Alexander, stone cutter\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"Wilson

                                      William xe "Bond, William, stone cutter\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"Bond

                                      James xe "Reid, Alexander, stone cutter\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"Reid

                                      Geo. xe "M'Intosh, George, stone cutter\:Signed letter of 1798 protesting wage cuts"M'Intosh

      The stone cutters were thus threatening the Commis​sioners with a massive work stoppage unless their wages were restored to the previous summer's levels.  From the above letters it is clear that the stone carvers and stone cutters were not intending to strike but to abandon the work in the Federal City.  How did the Commissioners feel about these men, their social inferiors, threatening them with such action?  Given the great class difference between the Commissioners and the workmen, the reaction of the Commis​sioners was uncompromising -- they stated that they had no intention of raising the cutters' and carvers' wages to their summer levels.  The tenor of the Commissio​ners' response can be judged from the following letter to the workmen. 

      
                      Washington, 16th April 1798

xe "Response of Commissioners to stone carvers and cutters,1798"Gentlemen

      We have your application on this day before us and as we have no intention of raising your wages; we take the earliest opportunity of letting you know, that we shall expect you to quit the public employ​ment at the end of the present month and all the buildings you now occupy, belonging to the public, as they will be wanted for other Stone-Cutters; whom we shall take the necessary measures to engage. You will therefore quit the Buildings by the last of the present month.-- We are, etc.

To:  John McDonaugh                       G.Scott

     

Davd. Waterston                      W.Thornton

      
    Andw. Latthend                       Alex. White

     

Peter Larimer

     

John Hill

     

Alex. Reid

     

Saml. Godfrey          Robert Miller

     

Joseph Cocharan        Jerh. Gallagher

     

William Simpson        Robert Shedon

     

James Seller           David O Glavie (sp?)

     

Abm. Cook              Andrew Rutherford

     

William Beard

     

James Donato

     

Geo. Terry

     

John Elford        Stone Cutters at the

     

Alex. Robertford                Capitol

The record indicates that a similar letter was sent to the stone cutters at the President's House.

A copy of the foregoing Letter was sent to the fol​lowing Stone Cutters at the Presidents house, in answer to their Letter of the 17th Apl.

     



 Alex. Reid

     



 Hugh Sommervelle

     



 Andw. Shiels

     



 John Williamson

     



 Alex. Wilson

     



 William Bond

     



 James Ried

     



 James McIntosh

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 258-262.

* REPLACING THE STONE CUTTERS (1798) - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      The Commissioners understood that their actions were offensive to the workers and that many, and perhaps all, might quit.  The Commissioners believed it would be easy to replace any of the carpenters or joiners who might quit.  But replacing the numerous stone cutters would be more difficult.  xe "Replacing stone carvers and cutters in 1798"The Commissioners immediately initi​ated action to obtain replacement stone cutters from xe "Baltimore"Baltimore and xe "Philadelphia"Phila​delphia.  Commissioner xe "Scott, Gustavus, Commissioner\:Recruiting stone cutters from Baltimore, 1798 wage cut"Scott wrote to Robert xe "Stewart, Robert, master stone cutter, Baltimore"Stewart, a master stone cutter in Baltimore, asking his assistance in recruiting new stone cutters.

                          Washington, 18th Apl. 1798

Sir

      It is not improbable but we shall want some Stone Cutters & Setters at the public Buildings, about the first of May. I will thank you to inform me, by the mail as early as you can, what are the wages now given at Baltimore to journeymen Stone Cutters and Setters, and what number can probably be procured at your place.

      The Board here for Single men is 20/ p. week and those who have families or when two or three single men choose to take a house among them, will have houses found for them, near the buildings rent free. Their wages will be regularly paid, once a month, and they may calculate on employment for the season, probably to the first of November--  I am (indistinct)

      
                              Gusts. Scott

(To:) Mr. Robt. Stewart

   
Stone-Cutter Balto.

And Commissioner xe "White, Alexander, Commissioner\:Recruiting stone cutters from Philadelphia due to 1798 wage cuts"White wrote to John xe "Miller, John, stone cutter, Philadelphia"Miller in Philadelphia for carpenters and stone cutters.

                          Washington, 18th Apl. 1798

Sir

      You were so obliging as to inform me when in Phila., that the wages of Carpenters and Stone-cut​ters would be from a Dollar to a French Crown per day. It is probable we shall want to employ several of the last description.

      I will thank you to enquire and inform me whether any good hands can be procured to come to this place, they will receive their wages punctually at the end of every month, may board at 20/ per week, and will have houses formd. gratis.--I feel myself obliged by your former communication and your atten​tion to this request will confer an additional obli​gation on Sir, Yt. Mo. Obt. Servts.    

            
                              Alex. White

(To:) Mr. John Miller

      
between 10th & 11th Streets

      
South of Market Street

        
 Philadelphia

      Miller replied that he could supply the needed stone cutters.  In his letter he refers to the stone cutters, "making a stand" and "the shameful advantage that they have taken."  Miller's language captured, no doubt, the indignation the Commissioners felt that the workers would threaten to walk off the public buildings sites.  The relation​ship between Commissioners and workmen was conditioned by class, the Commissioners holding the view that the workers had no right to behave in such a manner to their social betters. 

Sir

      I have understood since I returned to this city and since my answer to yours of the 10th and 18th Instant that your stone cutters have been making a stand and at the same time circulating there (sic) letters that the works would be stopped in six weeks knowing the shameful advantages that they have taken of me and other employers here and in other places (letter torn) conduct of thought it is my duty to inform you that I am sure you will not be at a loss for as many stone cutters as you please if you will only make it known you want them.

      
                     Iam

                  
     Sir your most Obt. Hume. Sevt.                                   John Miller
   

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 265-268.

* RESOLVING THE STANDOFF OF 1798 - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      The standoff between the Commissioners and the stone cutters continued.  The Commissioners had the advan​tage of owning the houses that the workmen lived in and the additional advantage of em​ploying them in a region that had little alternative construction work.  On the other hand, the stone cutters worked in concert with each other, under​standing that it would be difficult for the Commis​sioners to re​place them en masse.  The standoff continued.  

      The Commissioners, intending to replace the fired stone cut​ters, asked George Blagden, the master mason,  how many stone cutters at the Capitol and the President's House were required.  He responded.

The Honourable the Commissioners

      
           of the Federal District

Gentm.

      xe "Estimate of stone carvers and cutters needed in 1798"I have considered the present stage of the Stone Cutting department at the Capitol, and at the Prest. House And am of opinion that to finish the Exterior of the former this Season 16 stone Cutters and setters is necessary, and for the latter 12.

            
           I will remain Gentm. Your Obedt.

                  
                 Humbl. Servt.

                  
                        Geo. Blagdin

Prest. House

  
 April 21st, 1798

      This is a strange estimate because the exterior of the President's House by 1798 was mostly completed and the work that still needed to be accomplished was at the Capi​tol.  The confrontation between the Commissioners and the stone carvers and stone cutters continued for the remain​der of the month of April.

      It was George xe "Hadfield, George, Architect\:Role in Reconciliation of 1798 Labor Dispute"Hadfield who proposed the reconcilia​tion between stone cutters and the Commissioners.  He sug​gested that an accommo​dation might be made so that con​struction might proceed.

Gentlemen

      xe "Reconciliation of 1798 labor dispute"Some of the stone cutters at the Capitol have been with me and expressed a wish to come to a recon​ciliation with the Commissioners; I believe it is the better of the whole. And I promised to inform you of it. Therefor I (have) taken the Liberty to ask if it is your pleasure that an accommodation should take place, and on what terms--

Perhaps it would be better if the progress of the department was to proceed without interruption.

      
            I'am Gentlemen

                  
          Yr. Obdt. Srvt.

                  
         Geo. Hadfield
      

What was this accommodation?  A supplemental wage state​ment for April 1798 appears in the Records of the Commis​sioners.  This is shown in the following table for the stone cutters working at the President's House in compari​son to the previous year's summer wages.

      

            xe "Reconcilliation of 1798 labor dispute\:Wage increases for stone carvers and cutters"Daily Wages for Stone Cutters 1797-1798
        



 (in shillings and pence, Maryland currency)

        

       May 1797   April 1798  Additional  May 1798
John xe "Williamson, John, stone cutter\:Wage increase from 1798 labor dispute"Williamson    11/        10/         -/6        10/6

Alexander xe "Wilson, Alexander, stone cutter\:Wage increase from 1798 labor dispute"Wilson   13/        10/         2/6        12/6

Francis xe "Brown, Francis, stone cutter\:Wage increase from 1798 labor dispute"Brown      11/        10/         -/6        10/6

Andrew xe "Shields, Andrew, stone cutter\:Wage increase from 1798 labor dispute"Shields    (n/a)       10/         2/6        12/6

James xe "McIntosh, James, stone cutter\:Wage increase from 1798 labor dispute"McIntosh     11/        10/         -/6        10/6

James xe "Reid, James, stone cutter\:Wage increase from 1798 labor dispute"Reid        (n/a)       10/         -/6        10/6

Hugh xe "Sommervelle, Hugh, stone cutter\:Wage increase from 1798 labor dispute"Sommervelle   13/        10/         2/6        12/6

William xe "Bond, William, stone cutter\:Wage increase from 1798 labor dispute"Bond       11/        10/         -/6        10/6

Alexander xe "Reid, Alexander, stone cutter\:Wage increase from 1798 labor dispute"Reid     13/        10/         2/6        12/6

William xe "Symington, William, stone cutter\:Wage increase from 1798 labor dispute"Symington  11/        10/         -/6        10/6

James xe "White, James, stone cutter\:Wage increase from 1798 labor dispute"White       (n/a)       10/         -/6        10/6

 

 ...

      As the above chart indicates, the stone carvers and stone cutters had accomplished a victory over the Commis​sioners by gaining a wage increase for the 1798 high construction season.  It wasn't a total victory because their summer 1798 daily pay was not completely restored to the summer 1797 levels.  Nonetheless, a great victory had been achieved through concerted action.  It was not a victory, however, that could be sustained over time and with the winter season of 1798-1799 the Commissioners reduced the workers' xe "Wage Reduction of stone carvers and cutters, 1798©1799"wages to 9/ per day (as compared to 10/ per day the previous winter).

      The Commissioners didn't acknowledge that the stone cutters had gained a victory. The official record of this accommodation reads as follows.

April 23d 1798

The Board having taken into Consideration the appli​cation of the Stone Cutters, Carvers and Fitters engaged in public Employment.

Thereupon ordered.

That all of the Cutters and fitters who have made such application be discharged, at the expiration of the present month.

It is further ordered that Mr. Blagden do engage sixteen setters & cutters at the Capitol & twelve at the Presidents house at the following Rates. Stone fitters at 12/6 per day (i.e. $1.67). Stone Cutters at ten & six pence per day (i.e. $1.40).

Ordered. that the Wages of the Stone Carvers be raised to twelve shillings & three pence per day (i.e. $1.63). It to have a Retrospect to the first day of the present Month but that the increased Wages to the Setters & Cutters take place only from the first day of May from next other term of their en​gagement.
 

      The conflict between the stone cutters and fitters (the stone carvers could not have been replaced by the Commissioners and therefore there was not much conflict with that group) has been characterized by many historians as a triumph of the Commissioners over the stone cutters.  As can be seen from the above, it was primarily a victory for the workmen over the Commissioners. 

      Some historians have written of this labor dispute as a capitulation of the workers to the Commission​ers.
  One of the reasons for this interpretation is that the Commissioners depicted the conflict to the outside world in this way.  Take, for example, Alexan​der White's letter to John Miller, the Stone Cutter in Philadelphia from whom he requested assistance in re​cruiting replacements and who he now informs that the stone cutters have "come to our terms."

      
                          Washington, 7th May 1798

Sir,

      I have been favored with your two Letters of 27th April and ist Instant and am much obliged by your attention. --The Stone Cutters have come to our terms with respect to their wages; so that it will not be necessary to give you further trouble on this Subject.--The Board of Commissioners thank you for your tender of Services-- 

            
            I am, Sir, etc.

                  
                       A. White
(To:) Mr. John Miller Stone Cutter

      
between 10th & 11th Street

      
So. of Market - Philadelphia

       Although the stone carvers and stone cutters took concert​ed action against the Commissioners' proposed pay cut, the carpenters and joiners -- the only other large work group at the public works (with the exception of the laborers who were not in a position to bring concerted action) -- did not.  Perhaps the group organized earlier, the xe "Architect and Carpenters Society"Architect and Carpenters Society, was defunct by 1798.  Or perhaps, by including architects and master builders, it was not in a position to organize against the Commissioners' pay cuts.  The only recorded action taken by the carpenters and joiners against the proposed pay cut of from 10/ per day to 9/ day was a single letter by a single journeyman carpenter working at the President's' House, Peter xe "Lenox, Peter, carpenter\:Letter to Commissioners protesting pay cuts"Lenox (brother to John Lenox, foreman of the carpenters and joiners at the President's House).
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* ROCK CREEK BRIDGE (1792 - 1794)
15th March

1792 continued
"The Commissioners being desirous of contracting for removing all obsticles out of the post rod leading through the City of Washington to George Town and for the erection of a stone bridge over Rock Creek give notice they will  receive proposals for the above objects at their meeting on the 26th Ins."

Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., National Archives Microform Publication M-371, Roll 1, p. 84.

29th March

1792 continued
"The plan of a Bridge with an Estimate of the expence thereof, and proposals to erect it, were presented by Mr. Leonard Harbaugh of Baltimore and the following Agreement and Bond executed between him and the Commr.

Washington in the Territory of Columbia, March 29th 1792

Leonard Herbaugh of Baltimore having presented to the Commissioners of the Federal Buildings a plan of a small Stone Bridge over Rock Creek, with an estimate of the expence attending the erection of the same, amounting to the sum of three thousand two hundred and fifty pounds current money."

Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., National Archives Microform Publication M-371, Roll 1, p. 89.

1792

87  Mar 28  Harbaugh, Leonard
Georgetown, D.C.

Submitting Estimates of Cost and Materials for bridge over Rock Creek

108
July 3 Harbaugh, Leonard
Washington, D.C.

Informs the Comrs. of the Ceremonies to be observed in laying Corner Stone of Bridge on July 4th

Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., Index to Letters Received, National Archives Microform Publication M-371, Roll 8.

Sept 1

"Made the following agreement with Leonard Herbaugh

An Agreement made this first Day of September 1792 Between Leonard Herbaugh and the commissioners of the public buildings in the City of Washington.  The said Harbaugh is to build two additional arches to the bridge over the mouth of Rock Creek, one on each side of the arch now building: they are to be connected to the (a)butments of the present arch, which (a)butments are to be increased in a ratio to the designed additions.  The (a)butments of each arch are to be well secured with Piles.  He is to find all materials for the same except free stone for facing and ornamenting the arches to wall up between the arches and to finish the same with all possible expidition (sic), for the sum of two thousand pounds current money --- The Commissioners on their part agree to find free stone in the rough for facing and ornamenting the arches and to pay the sum of two thousand pounds for compleating (sic) the same as above mentioned.  The said Harbaugh for the said consideration: is also (to) pile up between the breadth of each abutment, pointing up in an angle as to the two principal, to secure the abutms. against washing.

Signed
ThJohnson
Dd Stuart \\

Dan Carroll
     // Comr.

Leonard Harbaugh

Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., Proceedings, National Archives Microform Publication M-371, Roll 1, pp. 133-134.

1794

423
Oct 16 Commissioners
Washington, D.C.

Order notifying L. Harbaugh that the Bridge over Rock Creek could not be accepted.

467
Dec 15 Hoban, James

Washington, D.C.

Reports the breaking down of the Bridge across the dyke and requests its repairs

Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., Index to Letters Received, National Archives Microform Publication M-371, Roll 8.

The Commissioners having directed Mr. Leonard Harbugh to be written to attend the board.  Who attending.  He was informed that the Bridge lately executed by him over Rock  Creek was considered by the Commissioners as insufficiente not such as they could receive that unless the said Bridge was compleated (obliterated -- and?) made strong, so He (illegible -- execute??) agreeable (to) his Contract that his bond for the faith full Building of the same be put in (trust?);   At the same time he was informed that the Contract would afford a reasonable (indistinct) for his (indistinct) the Bridge is such a (indistinct), that they might with propriety (?) weeken it.

October 16, 1794
Commissioners to Harbaugh

Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., Letters Sent (Received?), National Archives Microfilm Publication M-371, Roll 10.


Gentlemen


Great inconvenience has been experienced by the inhabitants of this City and country in general, over (indistinct) by the Bridge across the Dike breaking down (at Mouth? SP? of the presidents House)  Your honors will render essential service to this City in particular, and country in general, by taking such measured as will make it a safe and easy passage.

I am Gentlemen Your Obe. Servt.

James Hoban

Dec. 15, 1794

Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., Letters Sent (Received?), National Archives Microfilm Publication M-371, Roll 10.

* ROE, CORNELIUS MCDERMOT - DISPUTE OVER PAYMENT BY THE PIECE
      After much debate, in October 1793, the Commission​ers authorized Hoban to pay the stone cutters "by the piece" in lieu of an hourly wage.

Mr. Hoban is to agree for the cutting the Stone works, by the piece agreeable to the Stone Cutters proposals if he thinks them reasonable.

Although aimed at the Aquia quarry, this change could not have gone unnoticed at the construction sites in the new Federal city.  Cornelius McDermot Roe
, believed to be a friend of James Hoban's, submitted a proposal to the Commissioners, on January 30, 1794, to supervise the masons at the Capitol and to receive compensa​tion, "by the piece," -- at six shilling the statute perch (i.e $0.30) for regular work and six shillings six pence for oval and circular work (i.e. $0.325), such as may be found in arches and groins.
 

      The Commissioners decided to accept Roe's offer to work "by the piece" and invited Collin Williamson to superintend the work.

City of Washington 19th May 1794

Sir,


      We have to inform you that after a deliberation of some months on the best mode of carrying on the work at the Capitol, we have closed with Dermott Roe's propositions of doing it by the piece. In consequence of this determination Hoban was in​structed to set him to work -- as it is of the first importance that this work should be faithfully executed, we have the desire you will Superintend it, or employ some one for that purpose in whom you can place full Confidence -- We are etc.

Dd. Stuart

Dan Carroll     Comrs.

      Having decided to pay "by the piece" the Commis​sion​ers turned down a petition for a wage increase, made by the masons then working on the Capitol.

Washington May 19th 1794

Gentlemen,

      We have received your application for an aug​mentation of your wages and have shortly to inform you that it is our determination not to raise them -- We have not the smallest apprehension but your places will be immediately filled -- We are etc.

Dd. Stuart

Danl. Carroll   Comrs.

      This set the stage for the first significant labor disturbance at the construction sites in the new Federal City that occurred in the spring of 1794, as construction again began to move forward.  Colonel Stoddert wrote to Commis​sioner Carroll on May 26, 1794 of this disturbance. 

Twelve or fifteen of the masons employed in the City have already gone off in very great disgust in conse​quence of some late change in the manner of conduct​ing the work and twenty some odd more are going. These men wherever they go, spread disaffection to the City among the mechanics, and it will be found very difficult, if not impossible to get tradesmen to carry on the business. The tradesmen who arrived at Norfolk destined for the City, have stopped on their way, some at Alex. and some at other places -- some who have come to the City have gone back. Those men who went off a few days ago, have already published in the Balt. paper a warning to Tradesmen how they came to the City, where they represent the usage as very bad.

      The basis for that labor dispute is revealed in a letter to the Commissioners from some of the masons who remained in the Federal City, dated June 6, 1794.  The Commissioners had asked the stone masons to work under a contractor who had not been trained through an apprentice​ship and therefore was not considered a member of the building trade.  Further, the workers forcefully made their case to work "by the measure" rather than day wages.

We the under named Masons who were induced to come from different parts of the continent to the Federal City, under expectations of meeting with good wage, but who now find ourselves out of employ, certainly from no fault of our own, after having been a considerable time engaged in the Publik Service, performing our work faithfully, and to the full satisfaction of our employer, beg have to offer our Services to the Publick on either of the following conditions.

      We will build the foundation of the Capitol to the height required with rough stone; in a workman like manner which we are qualified to do, at 4/6 per perch -- having all materials laid down convenient to the Building -- And if found with sufficient attendance we will do the same for 3/6 per perch -- Or we will work at 11/3 per day (i.e. $1.50) -- But no man who is a tradesmen will Submit to work under those who are not so. We therefore cannot work under McDermot Roe and cannot help think it very hard that we Should be told we must work under him or be discharged After having worked so long for the Publick without complaint against us.

      We have heard assigned as a reason for the change which has taken place in the manner of conducting the public work -- That the Masons who were at work at the Capitol -- Idled their time and did not do their duty. This is not true, whoever may have made such represen​tations to the Commissioners -

- Let the work done this Spring be fairly estimated and it will be found that each Mason employed fully earned his wages, allowing the rate per perch at which McDermot Roe has contracted -- with this wide differ​ence in favour of the masons -- that their work will favor the test of the severest examination, and McDermot Roe is totally unfit for such building, and must be undone or the House will be ruined,  which we are willing to prove -- It is also said as a reason for the change, that the Masons refused to work without their wages were raised from 10/ to 11/3 (i.e. $1.33 to $1.50) --  This is not true -- the Masons said not a word about their wages until after they were told by J.Hoban that those who did not choose to work under McDermot Roe, might go about their business -- They were well satisfied to contin​ue as they had done for twelve months before all of a Day -- But after being discharged they had a right without any imputation upon them to hold their future services at what they thought proper --

                                           Robt. Brown

                                           James Maitland

                                           John Delahunty

                                           Jno. Maitland   
...

      The issues were unity of the trade and "work by the measure."  Also, the masons offered to work at a rate considerably under that which they contracted with McDer​mot Roe, 4 shillings six pence per statute perch (i.e. $0.225).  The Commissioners accepted this offer.
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Commissioners Office, June 28th 1794

The Commissioners will not intrust the overlooking of the Masonry at the Capitol to any Body but Mr. Colin Williamson, if he will supervise it in person and they shall consider the goodness of the works and the truths of the Measurement as depending on his character.

The Commissioners direct Cap. Williams to divide the Carriage of stone so that McDermit Roe and his party may have about one half of the carriages designated for him, and the other party designated to the other party.

Proceedings of the District of Columbia Commissioners...  National Archives, June 22d to 28th 1794, National Archives Microform Publication M-371, Roll 1, p. 256.

* ROE, CORNELIUS MCDERMOTT - PROPOSAL TO WORK BY THE PIECE (1794) 

The following proposal from Cornelius McDermott Roe for building the mason works of the Capitol, were received, and referred to Mr. James Hoban with power to make a contract with him upon the best terms.

To the Commissioners of the Public Buildings in the City of Washington

The subscriber proposes to build the Mason work of the Capitol in a most exact masterly manner according to the neatest and best plan of the architect and according to his directions for the following prices and conditions viz.

1  Mason work at six shillings the Statute perch  oval and circular at seven shilling and six pence

2  That all kinds of materials be laid down, on the spot rounds about the foundation and all manner of convenious for said Capitol be laid down where the subscriber thinks it is necessary for the use of the work.

3dly  That he may have as many of the Labourers as he will require employed by the Commissioners by the year or month and at the same rate or wages that they give them, deducting the same from his Bill a charges of the whole Amount of his works, as he thinks it would be impossible to find Labourers sufficient to manage the works during the time he would have need for them.

4thly  That the Commissioners shall cause their Treasurer or Clerks to pay and discharge all the Bills due to the Masons and Labourers at the end of every month which shall be lawfully due to them Signed by the Architect on approving the work and after by the Subscriber, also the Carpenters work for the use of the said Capitol, be done with diligence and dispatch and to be of no kind of delay to the subscriber -- Nothing would induce the subscriber to make this proposal, but depends on his skill diligence and industry to merit the approbation of the Commissioners and Architect.

City of Washington

Jany. 30th. 1794 (signed) Cornelius McDermott Roe

Records of the Commissioners of the District of Columbia..., Proceedings, Roll 1, 15th to 24th April 1794, pp. 235-236.

* RULES OF THE COMMISSIONERS - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
The new Commissioners were determined to place the Federal construction program on a more business-like basis.  On February 18, 1795, they adopted a series of rules that would become the basis of their work for the next five years.  These rules established a paper system that would track the payments made for goods and services related to the Federal construction programs.

      In one aspect, these rules by the new Commissioners are quite commendable.  The rules clearly seek to estab​lish accountability in the Federal construction program. Because of these rules many of the payrolls from the period 1795 to 1800 are still in existence at the National Ar​chives.  Likewise, numerous receipts and other material are still in existence and are subject to inspection.  The problems of pay "by the piece" were avoided as the new Commissioners decided that all workmen were paid a daily salary.  But the diffi​culty with these rules was that they almost exclusively dealt with imposing a paper system on top of the building process rather than dealing with the building process itself.  They were the types of rules one would expect from lawyers and accountants and not men involved with the building pro​cess.  
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* SAWYERS

SAWYERS

Three pair of Good Sawyers will get constant employ, and good terms, at the Hotel.

JAMES HOBAN

Columbian Chronicle, July 17, 1795, p. 4.

* SCARCITY - WORKMAN AND GOODS (1797)
"Workmen and merchants all live in Georgetown, so that is where everybody goes for supplies.  The few stores open in Federal City are very expensive and miserably stocked, and the few available workmen are unreliable and very expensive to hire."

David J. Brandenburg and Millicent H. Brandenburg (translators), "The Duc De La Rochefoucauld-Liancourt's Visit to the Federal City in 1797: A New Translation -- Voyage to Federal City in 1797." Records of the Columbia Historical Society 1973-74 (Vol. 49

* SCHOOL (J. NESMITH - 1797-1798)

TO THE CITIZENS OF WASHINGTON

   The Subscriber, having in early life been conversant in the education of youth, and observing the want of a School in this place on such a plan as to put it in the power of the industrious class of Inhabitants to send their children; respectfully proposes to open a school, on the first day of November next, at his house on F Street, half way between the great and little Hotels, his terms for teaching Reading, Writing and Arithmetic will be one dollar per month for each scholar, one quarter of which to be paid ion entrance.

   He will also teach Geometry and Trigonometry (with their application to Surveying and Navigation) Mensuration and Book-Keeping on reasonable terms.

   A subscription paper is left at Mr. Sweeney's Store, where those inclined to subscribe will please call.

J. NESMITH

October 21, 1797

Washington Gazette, October 21, 1797, p. 3.

The subscriber thanks his friends for the Encouragement he has received since opening a school  hopes a continuance of their favours which he will endeavor to merit.  He informs them, that he has taken a convenient room in the red house back of the little Hotel, being a more central situation, and large enough to accommodate about forty scholars.

   His intention being to open a door for the education of the children of every class of citizens, those who have it not immediately in their power to pay the small sum of one dollar per month, will not, on that account, be excluded.

J. Nesmith

City of Washington, January 4, 1798

Washington Gazette, January 6, 1798, p. 3.

* SCHOOL - THOMAS ROSE (1797)

THOMAS ROSE


Writing Master and Accomptant

Respectfully informs the citizens of Washington, that (in a circle of Encouragement) he will undertake the Tuition of Youth -- and Methodically instruct them in the most Useful branches of Literature--Adhereing strictly to those rules of discipline that so essentially Emulates the Pupil, and at the same time characterizes the Teacher.

Greenleaf Point, Nov. 18, 1797

Washington Gazette, December 2, 1797, p. 4.

* SCHOOL - GEORGE RALPH (1795)
1795

722  Dec 22  Ralph, George  Washington, D.C.  Reports the crowded condition of his school and wishes a certain house.

Index to Letters Received, Public Buildings & Grounds, Roll 8, Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners...
"Gentlemen,

   I have eighteen children boarders in my family & two assistants.  Five small rooms are all the accommodation which I have to convenience them & my immediate family!  Every liberal mind must participate the anxiety which such a situation will create: & what must that situation have been during the summer & autummnal months?  I am precluded too from increasing my school, & it is both impolitick & dangerous to check an infant establishment.

   The house lately occupied by Mr. Dobson is within twenty yards of my present dwelling, I wish to become the tenant; but, am fearful to encounter an heavy actual rent to be compensated by eventual encouragement:  Will you, Gentlemen consider these things & decide for me?  Suffer me to remark that the lot is open; & to render it useful; it must be immediately enclosed.  Should you expect me to do this unless you also grant a term which might vindicate the disbursement?  Pray favour me with your determination upon this point also? & believe me,

Gentlemen, with great respect

Your obedient humbel Servant

George Ralph

* SCHOOL - JOHN RICHMOND (1797)

SCHOOL

BE IT KNOWN to the worthy inhabitants of George-Town and the City of Washington, the Subscriber intends, after Easter, to teach the Mathematic's in general, viz. Surveying, Navigation, Dialling (??) and Mensurations, superficial and solid, with Guaging--  Likewise a Morning-School, from 6 to 8 o'clock for young Ladies, where they may suit themselves with what Hand they shall choose, as the Italian or Round Text; all which shall be performed to the uttermost with of the persons concerned. -- For further particulars enquire at my School, the lower part of Scotch Row , at Mr. Balch

George-town, March 28, 1797


JOHN RICHMOND

Washington Gazette, March 29, 1797, p. 3.

* SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES - ANN VIDLER (1797)

A DAY SCHOOL


For Young Ladies

Will be opened on the first Monday in May next in which will be taught, Reading, plain, open and Tambour Work by

ANN VIDLER

Greenleaf-Point City of Washington

April 21, 1797

Washington Gazette, April 22, 1797, p. 3.

* SCOTT, GUSTAVUS - COMMISSIONER OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Gustavus xe "Scott, Gustavus, Commissioner\:Background"Scott was a lawyer from Somerset County, Maryland.  He represented that county in the Maryland House of Delegates.  He was appointed as a Commissioner by Washington in 1794, at the age of forty-one.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 226.

* SCOTT'S HOTEL - BUILT 1795 15th and F STREETS, N.W. (LITTLE HOTEL) 

"Blodgett's 'Great Hotel' was still not much more than a cornerstone, but a 'Little Hotel' had been open since June 1795.  Its location, as stated by Bryan (i.e. Bryan's, History of the National Capital) was 'the north side of F Street, seventy-five feet east of 15th.'  It was built by James Hoban, but it was referred to as Scott's Tavern in 1796, Gustavus Scott being the landlord.  This was the pioneer tavern in that section of the city, and in it on February 22, 1797, a 'birthnight ball' was held -- probably the first of such assemblies held in the Federal City to honor our first President on an anniversary of his birthday..."

Edwin Melvin Williams, "Building The Federal City," John Clagett Proctor (Editor-in-Chief), Washington: Past and Present, A History, 4 volumes, Lewis Historical Publishing Co., Inc., New York, 1930.  Volume 1, p. 58.


LITTLE HOTEL

A PERSON of Ability and established character in the Tavern keeping Line, may Rent the LITTLE HOTEL, on terms that will be encouraging --- Apply to Mr. PIERCE PURCELL, or

JAMES HOBAN

Washington, Sept. 21, 1797

Washington Gazette, September 23, 1797, p. 1.

* SEASONALITY IN BUILDING TRADES PAY - EXAMPLE FROM WHITE HOUSE
       The seasonality in the building trades greatly affected monthly take home pay.  Hugh Sommervelle, James Sommervelle, Alexander Reid and Alexander Wilson, for example, would make close to £ 19 (i.e. $50) during the month of July and even more during the month of August.  But they would only make £ 11 or £ 12 ($29 to $32 per month) during the month of December.  For these men, the Commis​sioners' decision not to advance their wages during the high construction season represented a 36 to 42% cut in monthly take home pay.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 258.

* SECOND FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C. - ADEQUACY OF WAGES
      How well did the Commissioners pay their workmen?  A few advertisements of the time indicate that the Commis​sioners were paying competitive, but not excessive wages.  Take the case of the carpenters, paid by the Commissioners from $1.50 to $1.88.  The following advertisement appeared in the 1816 newspaper.

                           WANTED

                   TWO OR THREE JOURNEYMEN

                          CARPENTERS

               To whom I will give $1.75 per day each.

                                Charles Warthen

      But this assumes the journeymen would provide their own board and lodging.  If bed and board are provided by the employer, the wage shrinks considerably, as illustrat​ed by the following advertisement of the same year.

      
                     
WORKMEN WANTED

The subscriber wishes to hire one hundred and fifty men to work on a bridge  to be built at Mr. R. Lewis's ferry, across the river Rappahannock. For men that can cut, hew and saw, I will give sixteen Dol​lars per month and find them, and for ordinary labor​ers I will given ten dollars per  month. People living at a distance that may wish to hire, will write to me in Alexandria or in Fredericksburg, to the care of Mr. James Young.

            
                      ANDREW xe "Bartle, Andrew\:Constructing bridge over Rappahannock"BARTLE

      Given that there are twenty-seven (27) working days in a month, the daily wage offered by Mr. Bartle was $0.59 and $0.37/day respectively -- not very far from what the Commissioners of the first construction program were paid.  The remote location of the proposed bridge across the Rappahanock River no doubt influenced the level of the wages, but it also appears quite clear that the daily wage of the workers between the first and second federal con​struction programs did not keep pace with the general price inflation.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 341-342.

* SECOND FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C. - ADEQUACY OF WAGES FROM COMMISSIONERS' VIEW
      Another way of assessing the matter of wages is from the point of view of the Commissioners.  In their report to the President of the United States, it seems clear that they thought that they were not paying an exorbitant or excessive sum for labor.

   ...Another difficulty also occurred, the engaging of a sufficient number of artificers of different descrip​tions, & more particularly those in the stone cutting and sculptural lines, The great demand for artists of these descriptions in the principal cities of the United States in consequence of their in​creased opulence has opposed serious obstacles to the obtaining of a sufficient number for the public buildings; from which has existed the necessity of offering higher wages than had been before common. The wages also of all other artificers have consider​ably increased; but the commissioners have the satis​faction to state, that they have employed workmen in every line, at a cheaper rate, and purchased materi​als of a better quality, and on better terms, than any private undertaker in the district; and, that the most ample arrangements are now made, to supply, in due season, all the articles of wood, stone, and lime, which may be wanted in the present year, as fast as workmen can be found to operate on them...

      The cost of labor was up, but the Commissioners found it satisfactory and below the given market rate. They were also able to attract that labor without provid​ing expensive provisions or housing, as the Commissioners had to do during the first construction program. 

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 342-343.

* SECOND FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C. - ADVANCING WAGES DURING HIGH SEASON (1817)
      In construction of that era, it was quite typical to work from sunrise to sunset and quite unusual to limit the working hours to ten hours a day.  In early 1817 Samuel Lane, the new Commissioner of Public Buildings, would come under substantial pressure from the President and Congress to complete the public buildings in a timely fashion.  Under that pressure, continuing to work a ten hour day during the high construction season beginning on April 1st seemed laggardly.  By increasing the number of hours worked, Lane only increased the salaries of those skilled workers that traditionally received an increase for the high summer months.  This was bound to bring a reaction from those skilled workers not included in the pay in​crease.  In the reconstruction program, this happened to the carpenters in 1817 and brought the following respons​es. 

                       Washington April 3rd 1817

To The Commissioner of the Public Buildings

                             We the undersigned

carpenters at the President's House, haven (i.e. having) taken into consideration the contemplated change in respect to our working Hours, and as such changes does not contemplate paying us for our addi​tional work, we therefore unanimously agree to work as usual (that is to say from six until six) at the present wages/or until such time that a regular advance shall take place in the City of Washington, or further wait the return of Capt. Lenox, that he might regulate our wages according to our merits.

                              It is further agreed that in case of necessity we are willing to work any additional hours on being paid according to the regular custom of ten hours per day.

             We are sir, with all due respect

                       Yours etc. etc.

Wm. xe "Williams, William, carpenter\:Asks for same hours as President's House, 1817"Williams

John xe "Gibbons, John, carpenter\:Asks for same hours as President's House, 1817"Gibbons

Lanham xe "Barnard, Lanham, carpenter\:Asks for same hours as President's House, 1817"Barnard

John xe "Hardcastle, John, carpenter\:Asks for same hours as president's House, 1817"Hardcastle

Joel xe "Downes, Joel, carpenter\:Asks for same hours as President's house, 1817"Downes

John xe "Farland, John, carpenter\:Asks for same hours as President's House, 1817"Farland

Dt. xe "Lloag, Dt., carpenter\:Asks for same hours as President's House, 1817"Lloag

J.P. xe "Smith, J.P., carpenter\:Asks for same hours as President's House, 1817"Smith
  

      The carpenters at the Capitol had not had their wages advanced during the long days of the summer season.

                               Capitol 1st April 1817

Sir,

      The Carpenters employed under your direction beg leave to represent that they are now and have been ever since they commenced at the Capitol at work for less wages than they could have obtained in private employ and altho they could obtain more wages elsewhere, the time they have been employed by the Public and the entire satisfaction they have enjoyed while working under your direction, induces them to give the public work the preferences. They therefore respectfully request that you will be pleased to place them from this time at the same rate of wages as they received during the last summer and autumn, and on a footing as to working hours with the Carpen​ters employed at the Presidents House. --

    I am sir for and in behalf of my brother chips with perfect respect   Yr Obt. St. Clemt. xe "Boswell, Clement, carpenter\:Asks for same hours as President's House"Boswell, 

      
Lanham xe "Barnard, Lanham, carpenter\:Asks for same hours as President's House, 1817"Barnard

      
John xe "Hardcastle, John, carpenter\:Asks for same hours as President's House, 1817"Hardcastle

      
Joel xe "Downes, Joel, carpenter\:Asks for same hours as President's House, 1817"Downes

      
John xe "Farland, John, carpenter\:Asks for same hours as President's House, 1817"Farland

      
Ar. xe "Floag, Aaron, carpenter\:Asks for same hours as President's House, 1817"Floag

      
Jr. xe "Smith, Jr., carpenter\:Asks for same hours as President's House, 1817"Smith

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 331-333.

* SECOND FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C. - APPRENTICES, USE OF
                      xe "Carpenters wages©daily wages 1816©1817"Carpenters Wages
            Daily Wages for Four Different Days, 1816-1817
            6.29.1816   7.03.1816   4.13.1817   5.05.1817
           
         
         
         

            No. Wages   No. Wages   No. Wages   No. Wages      

Shop         6   1.88    6  1.88     30  1.50    46  1.63

                                          to         

                                         1.88        1.88

                                     (not broken down                                              in original)  

             8   1.88    6   1.88    (not broken down                    5   1.50    1   1.50      in original)                        

Girders      1   1.50    2   1.75    (not broken down                                2   1.62       in original)                                              1   1.50                                         

Jobing       1   1.62    1   1.62                                            

Cabinet Mkrs.2   2.00    1   1.12     1   2.50    2  2.50                                                                                                   

      The cabinet makers, working in expensive mahogany on the paneled doors, would easily earn the most of any of the carpenters employed on the President's House.  The chart indicates that the master cabinet maker, perhaps alone of the skilled tradesman working on the building, was permitted to work with his apprentice, paid at $1.12 per day.  For both the stone cutters and plas​ters, Commissioner correspondence indicates that they would consider payment "by the piece" -- some of the few employees paid by the measure.  The day books indicate no payment "by the piece."

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 334-337.

      The culture of the building trades still persisted to some extent outside the Federal program.  The system of apprentice​ship, although largely unused in the Federal reconstruc​tion program, still existed in the larger community.  The following advertisement is typical of that period.

      
                   PAINTING etc.

            
      FIVE APPRENTICES ARE WANTING

      The subscriber wishes to take as Apprentices Five Youths of the age of 15 or 16 years, to learn the Painting, Plain and Ornamental, Sign Painting, Glazing, the various modes of mixing Colors, and in short all the other matters appertaining to his profession. -- Youths from the country would be preferred. The strictest attention will be paid to their morals, and every pains used to make them perfect in the various branches of the business, -- Apply to the subscriber, four doors West of Dr. Thornton's in F Street, Washing​ton City. 

                                      EDWARD HENRY

      And where the system of apprenticeship existed, so would runaway apprentices and the traditional reward for having them returned.

            
            ONE CENT xe "Reward for runaway apprentices"REWARD

Ranaway from the subscriber, about the 9th of March last, an apprentice to the Painting Business, named WILLIAM xe "King, William, apprentice painter\:Patrick Kain offers reward for runaway apprentice"KING, about 19 years of age. Whoever will take him up and return him to me shall receive the above reward but no charges.

                                      PATRICK xe "Kain, Patrick, painter\:Offers reward for runaway apprentice, William King"KAIN

N.B. All person are forewarned from employing him at their peril, or from trusting him or harboring him on my account.
 

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 344-345..

* SECOND FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C. - BUILDING MATERIALS, SECURING NECESSARY SUPPLIES
      Securing adequate building materials for the recon​struction of the public buildings was much less a problem for the Commissioners than during the original construc​tion period.  The region, barely inhabited twenty years ago, was now quite populous, although hardly a metropolis of the order of xe "Philadelphia"Philadelphia or xe "New York"New York.  Unlike the first construction period, a transportation infrastructure did not have to be developed prior to reconstruction.  Wharfs existed, as did bridges and roads.  Also there were now in existence known building materials provided by estab​lished suppliers.  Adequate lime, a problem throughout the first construction program, was available in abundance in the second.  Similarly with timber, stone and the other neces​sary building materials.  By and large, the Commis​sioners experienced very little difficulty in securing the building materials necessary for the reconstruc​tion program.  Suppliers of building materials, generally, were in existence for the second construction program.  It was only necessary for the Commissioners to call for bids.  An example is provided from 1816.

      
     xe "Order for materials for reconstruction"Office of Commissioners of the Public Buildings

            
                         February 10, 1816

Notice is hereby given, by the Commissioners, that they will receive proposals to the 10th of March next, to supply the following materials for the use of the public buildings, to be delivered within the present year, at such times and places in the city of Washing​ton as shall be specified; namely:

       
10,000 bushels of best Thomas Town or upper 

            
         Potowmac lime

        
2400  tons of freestone, of the first quality to                         be approved of by the agent of the                          Commissioners on delivery, and of the

                    dimensions which may be specified.

      
600,000  hard bricks, well burnt, of the best                              quality

        
3,000  feet of copper, superficial measure, 18                           ounces to the square foot.

        
1,500  cubic feet of best marble, for pillars,

                     columns,etc.

        
2,600  feet of marble, superficial measure, 1-1/2                      inches thick, for paving

          
300  feet, running measure, of iron bars, of the                       best quality, in lengths of five feet 

 


2-1/2 inches wide, 1 inch thick

          
200  feet iron bars, 2 inches square, in lengths                      of five feet   

          
144  feet, running measure, 1-1/2 inches thick                         both ways, of ordinary lengths

            
2  tons of common bar iron, good quality

           
10  tons of cast iron plates, the patterns of                         which will be furnished

      
250,000  feet common one inch yellow pine plank

       
20,000  feet common 2 inch scaffolding pine plank

       
50,000  feet best merchantable yellow pine plank 54

      50,000   do.   do.   do.  do.       do.  

      
  3,500  Bushels sand from the White House, on the

                     Potomac River

                                      JOHN P. VAN NESS

                                      RICHARD B. LEE

                                      TENCH RINGGOLD
   

      Stone would provide major problems for the Commissioners during recon​struction as it had for their predecessors.  But, generally, the procurement and delivery of adequate building materials was not a major problem during the reconstruction of the public buildings. 

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 311-312.

* SECOND FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C. - HOUSING
During the second construction program of 1815-1817, adequate housing existed but at advanced rates.  Typically the journeyman worker at the President's House would live at a boarding house within walking distance of the site.  The newspapers of the times car​ried many advertise​ments of which the following are a sample.

      
                xe "Boarding House Advertisement\:Robert Bowling"BOARDERS WANTED

A few mechanics can be accomodated with boarding on moderate terms, by applying to the subscriber in F street, or at his coach making shop north C street.

            
                    ROBERT BOWLING ...

                  
     xe "Boarding House Advertisement\:Mrs. Dinmore"MRS. DINMORE

Has an establishment on Pennsylvania Avenue, in which she has a vacancy for a few boarders.

            
             xe "Boarding House Advertisement\:Mrs. Odlin"BOARDING HOUSE                     

Mrs. Odlin has now two handsome rooms vacant for the accommodation (sic) of boarders, opposite D Ott & Co Pennsylvania Avenue.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 340-341.

* SECOND FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C. - LANE'S LABOR POLICY (1816)
      What emerged under Samuel xe "Lane, Samuel, Commissioner\:Consistent labor policy"Lane was a relatively consistent labor policy, and one that was more-or-less acceptable to the skilled workers.  In a letter to Lewis xe "Condict, Lewis\:Chairman of the Congressional Committee on Public Buildings"Condict, Chairman of the Congressional Committee on the Public Buildings, Commissioner Lane explains that policy. Bricklayers and most of the laborers were discharged during the winter months.  The skilled workers were re​tained but their wages reduced in accordance with custom.  And, pay is varied according to merit.

     xe "Lane, Samuel, Commissioner\:Explains labor policy to Lewis Condict"" 3rd whether any and what differences is made between a days labor in the summer and winter season, or whether the hands are paid in proportion to the quantum of labor performed."  --  It is attempted to apportion the compensation as far as is practicable to the services rendered -- thus among workmen of the same class different rates of pay are established according to their different degrees of merit -- Thus to the wages of the same person varies with the seasons of the year. During the winter months the brick-layers & about 3/4 of the labourers are dis​charged. The stone cutters & Carpenters working in shops with the laborers requisite to attend them are retained. In graduating the wages of these to the different lengths of the day it is found necessary to pay some attention to the custom & usages at other buildings --  Thus while from the stone cutters during the winter season 50 cents pr. day or 1/5 of this pay is deducted, from the Carpenters the propor​tion is only about 1/13 or 13 cts. pr. Day. Of the latter none are now retained but of the best kind, selected after a long trial on their merit and to drive away these by a greater reduction of wages would be a serious injury to the Public works and one not easily repaired. Besides it is a fact that those persons as well as most of the other employed on the public Buildings have been retained through the summer at lower wages than were generously given for the same services by individuals -- and that the Carpenters were induced to stay only by an expecta​tion of permanent employ through the winter  --  The wages of the laborers on the winter establishment are reduced from 100 to 87-1/2 cents per day.

I have the honor to be etc...

      The policy of paying the skilled workmen based on skill originated from the previous Commissioners of Public Buildings, Van Ness, Lee and Ringgold.  Almost a year before Samuel Lane wrote to Lewis Condict, the three Commissioners instructed George Blagden to institute payment based on merit.

        xe "Pay based on merit"Office of the Commissioners of the Public

            
     Buildings, Washington 4 March 1816

(To:) Mr. George Blagden

      
     Sir

            Having taken into consideration the Petition & letters of the Stone Cutters employ'd at the Capitol and Presidents House praying for an increase of their dayly (sic) wages; we have deter​mined to autho​rize you to allow them not exceeding the following wages pr. day,

      To every Stone cutter who may be considered a first rate & complete workman $ 2.50 pr. day.

      To all others such wages pr. day as in your opinion that may be entitled to, by making such corection (sic) from $2.50 as you may think just --

These wages to commence on the 1st of April and to continue until the 1st of October next. Not less than ten Hours to be considered as a days Work.

            
       We are yr. Obt. etc.

                  
            John P. xe "Van Ness, John P., Commissioner\:Authorizes $2.50/day for first rate stone cutters"Van Ness

                        
      Richd. B. xe "Lee, Richard Bland, Commissioner\:Instructs Blagden to pay based on merit, 1816"Lee

                              
Tench xe "Ringgold, Tench, Commissioner\:Instructs Blagden to pay based on merit, 1816"Ringgold
   

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 333-335.

* SECOND FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C. - PAYMENT BY THE PIECE
For both the stone cutters and plas​ters, Commissioner correspondence indicates that they would consider payment "by the piece" -- some of the few employees paid by the measure.  The day books indicate no payment "by the piece."

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 337..

* SECOND FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C. - PAYMENT METHODS FOR LABOR 
      The beginning of the first construction program was marked by indecision on the part of the Commissioners regarding how to reimburse the skilled workers for their labor -- "by the measure," "by contract," or "by the day."  During the reconstruction a consensus emerged that wages paid "by the day" was the preferred mode, from the Commissioners' point of view.  This was the same conclusion reached by the Commissioners during the first Federal construction program, some fif​teen years earlier.  From the workers' point of view, "by the measure" was the preferred mode since this method of reimbursement reward​ed the workers for extra exertion and ingenuity in accom​plishing their work and was in harmony with their egalitarian and democratic values.  Payment by the day im​plied that those rewards earned by the exer​tions and ingenuity of the workers were the property of the employ​ers, the Commissioners.  As seen, this view had been bitterly battled during the first construction pro​gram.

      By the second construction program, xe "Reconstruction pay method © by the day"payment to skilled workers by the day was a very established mode of opera​tions.  There is some evidence, however, that the Commis​sioners were willing to consider payment "by the piece" if it would result in securing skilled workmen to Washington.  Take, for example, the Commissioners' letter to John Brannan on the subject of recruiting stone cutters to the public works and suggesting that the Commissioners would be willing to pay "by the piece."  As far as is known, all pay during the reconstruction of the President's House was "by the day."

      
         Office of the Commissioner of the Public                        Buildings. Washington 28 Aug. 1815

Mr. John Brannan

     
 
Sir

 
        We have recieved (sic) your letter of the 20th from xe "Baltimore"Baltimore & attended to it, contents. In ingaging Stone Cutters, let them be informed that they must contract to come on whenever they shall recieve (sic) notice from us that they are wanted -- and provided they will engage to serve us for one year, we will pay their passage in the cheapest mode to this place.

      You can state to them that our wages here are higher than elsewhere. Of such as discover an incli​nation to come, you will take their names and places of address. By the 1st October we expect an ample supply of material, when this shall be reduced to a certainty we will write to the person you may engage to come on. You will generally give incouragement to Mechanics of every description to seek employment in this place. House Carpenters of Joinery are particu​larly wanted. If Stone Cutters shall prefer working by the piece, to working by the day, they will be accomodated in that way, and the customary prices will be paid by us, this is a principle we have adopted since your departure & it is presumed will be materially advantageous to the workmen. You will recollect also to state to them that in all probabil​ity their employment here will continue for several years.

     
                         We are respectfully

     
                             John P. Van Ness

          
                        Tech Ringgold
                         

      In this regard, the organization of the work at the White House somewhat lagged rather than led the private sector.  In the private sector there were examples of what we would term modern building arrangements -- designs by a professional architect who prepares plans and drawings and competitive bids submitted by contractors who work on a lump-sum fee basis.  These contractors would hire their labor by the day and would be responsible for all aspects of the work, including providing all building materials.  This arrangement was a long way from the process envi​sioned by those artisans who drafted the price books.  As might be expected, Benjamin xe "Latrobe, Benjamin, Architect"Latrobe was a leading advocate of this xe "New approach to building"new approach to building and used it in the con​struction of xe "St. John's Episcopal Church"St. John's Episcopal Church, across Lafayette Square from the White House.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 317-320.

I employ scarce any Master Workmen, but do the work by the day under proper Superintendents...This mode of executing the work by the day has this effect, that the laboring mechanics receive with certainty their Wages, instead of the monies going to prop the credit and pay the debts of the Masters. In one instance, in which I could not act freely, the Master swallows all. It would be so in most others.

Edward C. Carter II, John C. Van Horne, and L. W. Formwalt, Editors, The Journals of Benjamin Henry Latrobe, 1799-1820, From Philadelphia to New Orleans, Volume 3, (New Haven, Connecticut, Yale University Press, 1980), pp. 72-73.

* SECOND FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C. - PRINCIPALS
      The process for the reconstruction of the public buildings was very similar to the process used to build them, some twenty and more years earli​er.  In the first place many of the principals engaged for the reconstruction were the same as those involved in the original construction.  The Commissioners selected James xe "Hoban, James, Architect\:Selected as architect for rebuilding the President's House"Hoban as the architect for the rebuilding of the President's House; they selected Benjamin xe "Latrobe, Benjamin, Architect\:Selected as architect for reconstruction of Capitol"Latrobe as architect for the rebuilding of the Capitol; and they selected Peter xe "Lenox, Peter, carpenter\:Selected as \"Clerk of the Works\""Lenox as foreman of the carpenters at the President's House and "clerk of the works" for the re​building of that structure.  Peter had worked as a car​penter on the Presi​dent's House twenty years earlier.  It was Peter Lenox who wrote to the Commissioners during the initial con​struction program that workers should be compensated on their merit, and not through a uniform daily wage.
  George xe "Blagden, George, master mason\:Selected as inspector of stone for reconstruction"Blagd​en, another old name from the first construc​tion program, was hired as the inspector of stone and superin​tendent of stone cutters and setters at both the Capitol and the President's House.  Robert Brown was hired to be the foreman of the stone cutters at the President's House, where he had worked twenty years earlier.  And Leonard xe "Harbaugh, Leonard\:Hired as foreman of the carpenters for rebuilding Capitol"Harbaugh, the contractor from Baltimore who had built the first bridge over Rock Creek, was hired as foreman of the carpenters at the Capitol.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 311-312.

* SECOND FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C. - SKILLED LABOR, SECURING NECESSARY 
      There was one exception to the general availability of building commodities needed for the reconstruction program -- xe "Lack of skilled labor in reconstruction program"skilled labor.  As during the first construction program, the Commissioners had to go very far afield to obtain the skilled labor that the reconstruction of the public buildings required.  Washington was not large enough to provide even a fraction of the skilled labor that the reconstruction program would need.

      xe "Advertisement for workers for reconstruction, 1816"Advertisements were taken out in the various newspa​pers of the east coast for the necessary labor.

      
                   Commissioner's

            
         Buildings, April 1st, 1816

                  
    STONE CUTTERS WANTED

      The Commissioners of the Public Buildings hereby give notice, that they will give the following wages to any number of Stone Cutters, from this day until the first of October next, rating the day at ten hours:

      To every Stone Cutter, a first rate workman, $250 cents per day.

      To all others in the same proportion, according to the quality and quantity of work they can perform per day.

      A large number of Stone Cutters are now wanted, and will be employed at these prices, until the first of October, after which, liberal wages will be given during the winter, and constant employment until the Public Buildings are finished.

            
                        JOHN P. VAN NESS

                  
                  R.B. LEE  

                        
            TENCH RINGGOLD

       
The Editors of the Richmond Enquirer, Balti​more American and Federal Gazette, Philadelphia Democratic Press, New York Mercantile Advertiser and Evening Post, Boston Patriot and Centinel, and Albany Argus, will please to insert the above in their respective papers three times per week for one month, and forward their bills for payment to the Commis​sioners.

      And, almost two months later, Samuel xe "Lane, Samuel, Commissioner\:Advertised for skilled labor, 1816"Lane, the new commissioner of Public Buildings, advertised for stone cutters, bricklayers and masons.

      
              PUBLIC BUILDINGS OF THE U. STATES

            
          Washington City, May 20th, 1816

xe "Advertisement for workers for reconstruction, 1816"LIBERAL wages will be given to good Stone Cutters, Bricklayers and masons, at the Public Buildings United States. Apply at the Capitol or at the Presid​ent's House.

            
           SAMUEL xe "Lane, Samuel, Commissioner\:Advertisement for workers for reconstruction, 1816"LANE, Commissioner

                              Public Buildings

      The Editors of the Federal Gazette at Balti​more, the Aurora at Philadelphia, and the Columbian at New York are requested to insert this advertise​ment and to send their accounts to the Commissioner of the Public Buildings United States, at Washing​ton.
 

      To obtain skilled labor, the Commis​sioners turned to the larger cities, like xe "New York"New York.  Agents were sent to New York to negotiate with master and journey​men stone cutters and others.  Offers were sent to qualified workers.

      
           Office of the Commissioners of the Public

            
     Buildings, Washington. Sept. 20, 1815

Sir

      I now request that you will repair to this City immediately on receipt of this letter, or as soon thereafter as you conveniently can. Reasonable ex​penses will be allowed for your passage to this place and your wages commence as soon as you arrive at the prices agreed on in New York.

      Any other good workmen that may come with you will be received on the same terms. 

            
        By order of the Board of Commissioners

                  
           John xe "Brannan, John,\:Secretary to Board of Commissioners"Brannan, Secretary

The above sent as a

circular to:

       
James xe "Greer, Patrick, stone cutter\:Offered job in reconstruction, 1815"Greer                        Peter xe "Campbell, Peter, stone cutter\:Offered job in reconstruction, 1815"Campbell

       
David xe "Garthwait, David, stone cutter\:Offered job in reconstruction, 1815"Garthwait                    Robert xe "Pettet, Robert, stone cutter\:Offered job in reconstruction, 1815"Pettet

       
Peter xe "Moloy, Peter, stone cutter\:Offered job in reconstruction, 1815"Moloy                        Patrick xe "Gill, Patrick, stone cutter\:Offered job in reconstruction, 1815"Gill

       
Peter xe "Byrne, Peter, stone cutter\:Offered job in reconstruction, 1815"Byrne                        Wm. xe "Forman, William, stone cutter\:Offered job in reconstruction, 1815"Forman

       
John xe "McCauley, John, stone cutter\:Offered job in reconstruction, 1815"M.Cauley                      Edward xe "Carroll, Edward, stone cutter\:Offered job in reconstruction, 1815"Carroll

       
    all Stone Cutters, New York

      During the first construction program, the Commis​sioners sent agents overseas to recruit skilled workers and investigated numerous schemes to induce workers to emigrate to the United States.  During the reconstruction, some of the same sort of recruitment went on, although not in such an intensive manner as during the first construc​tion program (1791-1800).  Foreign workers were recruited at the docks, as they got off the boats that had brought them to the United  States.  Take, for example, the follow​ing letter regarding the xe "Hiring of Irish immigrants for reconstruction"hiring of Irish artisans and laborers for work on the reconstruction of the public buildings.  This letter indicates that the Irishmen were hired (and sent on to Washington) as they landed in the United States.

To: Colonel Samuel Lane

            
                    New York Augt. 17-1816

Dr. Sir

      I am favored with yours of the 18th ulto. In consequences of that letter, I proceeded to engage men (mechanics and labourers) to proceed to your city. These men are taken from the lately arrived emigrants, and place great reliance on meeting lucra​tive employ​ment. The men are generally poor, and many of them unable to pay their passage, which I obtained for them so low as five dollars each. On my sugges​tion, the master of the vessel has taken them on without demand​ing payment in advance, trusting that on arrival, you would pay the sam, and charge it to the account of the labourers respectively. The en​gagement with these poor Irishmen is of an honorable nature; and I rely that you will be as prompt to their relief as you were formerly in relieving me at the post of danger at Niagara.

      This will be delivered by Mr. M.McCormick one of the persons who is engaged to work under your direc​tion. Mr. McCormick's standing in Ireland was very respectable, and I will feel particularly obliged by any attention or kindness you can show him.

      Should you want more men, you will please to inform me thereof, with such particulars as to num​ber, wages etc. as you may think necessary.

     
      
               I am Sir

          
      
             Your very Obt. Servt.

               
      
             Jas. xe "McKeon, James\:Recruitment of Irish immigrants for reconstruction"McKeon
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* SECOND FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C. - SPEEDUP OF 1817
      By the Spring of 1817, the President, Commissioner Lane and most of the rest of Washington were ready for the completion of the reconstruction of the public buildings. Lane passed on the President's order to xe "Speedup of the reconstruction"speedup the recon​struction.

(To:) Capt. Jas. Hoban                  April 4, 1817

Sir    The President of the U.S. having ordered me to proceed with all possible dispatch in completing the Presidents House, I have to request you will immedi​ately furnish me with a detailed statement of the number of additional workmen which can be advanta​geously employed on that building -- taking into consideration such a division of labor as will best facilitate the work. If any materials, further than you have already called for, should be required, you will give me timely notice that no delay may arise on that account. In furthering the views of the Presi​dent, I shall count upon your zealous cooperation and I am Respectfully etc.
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* SECOND FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C. - TEN HOUR DAY FOR MECHANICS
The laborers knew this and when they requested a pay increase from the Commission​ers, they approached them in a very different manner than the proud stone cutters, carpenters or brick layers.  On April 15, 1816, they requested a pay increase very much with their hat in their hands.

The Commissioners of the

Publick Buildings

Gentm.

      We the Undersign'd Labourers in behalf...of those Employ'd at the Capitol, Beg Leave respectfully to represent for you the disadvantages which we Labour, being compell'd to Work from the Rising untill the Setting of the Sun, Expos'd to all the vicisitudes of the weather for One Dollar p. day and many for a Less sum while the Stone cutters recieves (sic) $2  50/100 and the Carpenters $ 1  75/100 for every 10 Hours of work they perform, who have Com​fortable Shops to work in and are not Expos'd to the weather and of Course not Subject to less illness on account of Rain, or any other Weather, while we are compell'd either to work in the Rain, Snow or Extreme cold Weather, getting Materials into the Workshops for them to Work, when they are shock'd from the Scourching (sic) you have acted Liberally with the Mechanics, in granting them an Increase of Wages with the privilege of making a day short in 10 hours. We humbly beg you may take a footing as to Working Hours with the Men Employ'd on the Building. As we are all poor Men, we all prefer an Increase of Wages as best Calculated to Relieve our Necessities & your peti​tioners as on duty bound...

      John xe "Goldsmith, John, laborer\:Requested pay increase from Commissioners in 1816"Goldsmith                Charles xe "Scott, Charles, laborer\:Requested pay increase from the Commissioners in 1816"Scott

      Thomas xe "Roley, Thomas, laborer\:Requested pay increase from Commissioners in 1816"Roley                  Joseph xe "Howard, Joseph, laborer\:Requested pay increase from the Commissioners in 1816"Howard

      Irael xe "Roley, Irael, laborer\:Requested pay increase from Commissioners in 1816"Roley                   James xe "O'Shorre, James, laborer\:Requested pay increase from Commissioners in 1816"O'Shorre

      Benjamin xe "Murphy, Benjamin, laborer\:Requested pay increase from Commissioners in 1816"Murphy               Charles xe "Neale, Charles, laborer\:Requested pay increase from the Commissioners in 1816"Neale

      James xe "Griday, James, laborer\:Requested pay increase from Commissioners in 1816"Griday

      Charles xe "Langly, Charles, laborer\:Requested pay increase from Commissioners in 1816"Langly

      Charles xe "Simon, Charles, laborer\:Requested pay increase from Commissioners in 1816"Simon

The laborers weren't granted their request.
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      Besides the issue of daily wages, the workers also disputed the question of the xe "Length of working day\:Disputing length of working day during reconstruction"length of the working day and the amount of money they were to be paid for the long days of summer, traditionally beginning on April 1st.  From the above letter from the laborers, it can be seen that hours of work were almost as important to them as daily wages.  The traditional work day was from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. with two hours for a midday meal -- a ten hour day.  But with the longer hours of daylight during the summer, more hours could be spent working on the building.  In both the initial construc​tion program of 1791-1800 and the reconstruction program of 1815-1817, the Commissioners initially paid many of the skilled workers for this additional time.  And in both construction programs, the Commissioners changed their minds and refused to pay for these additional hours.  In 1816, for example, the Commissioners established a standard day of ten hours for all of the workers, except for the unfortunate laborers cited above.

       Office of the Commissrs. of the Pub. buildings

            
                        4 April 1816

xe "Ten Hour Day established for reconstruction, 1816"
Resolved that all the Mechanicks, without distinction as to thier (sic) respective branches of bussiness (sic) be placed on the same footing as to the length of a days work; which is determined to be ten Hours, without any deductions --

      Labourers will work the whole day, without regard to the above regulation --

      
                          The Commissioners

B.H. Latrobe, Architect at the Capitol   II  copies    Captn. James Hoban, ditto at Pres. House II forwarded ... 
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* SECOND FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C. - TEN HOUR DAY FOR MECHANICS AND REACTION ACCORDING TO LATROBE (1816) 
      As we have seen from the letter cited above, the laborers did not like this regulation at all.  And, like the workers in the first construction program, they were very willing to take action to voice effectively their displeasure at the inequities of the regula​tion.  On April 29, 1816, the xe "Three Commissioners abolished, 1816\:Replaced by single Commissioner"three Commissioners were abolished, to be replaced by a single Commissioner of the Public Build​ings, Samuel xe "Lane, Samuel, Commissioner\:Replaces three Commissioners on April 29, 1816"Lane.  On May 1, 1816, Benjamin Latrobe, the architect of the capitol, wrote to him de​scribing the work that (in his opinion) had to be under​taken at the Capitol.  But in this letter Latrobe indicat​ed that the laborers' response to the letter cited above was similar to the carpenters' response to the firings during the initial construction program of the President's House.  Like workers during the first construc​tion program, they staged a work slowdown.

...xe "Latrobe, Benjamin, Architect\:Reports work slowdown at Capitol, 1816"There is at present a total desertion of all the Work by our Laborers, in order to force a regulation respecting their time, similar to that which has lately been made as regarding the mechanics. Former​ly, with the exception of the Stonecutters, all our Mechanicks began work at Sunrise & quitted it, at Sun Set; --but by a regulation of the late Commissioners the working hours were limited to 10 hours pr. day. The laborers now demand the same indulgence, and an early decision on their claim is become of very great importance to the progress of the work...
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* SECOND FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C. - WAGE APPEAL BY CARPENTERS (1815)
  In the autumn of 1815, the carpen​ters asked for a pay increase with the threat that they would leave the works if they didn't receive it.  This was denied by the Commissioners.

           xe "Commissioners deny carpenters pay increase, 1815"Office of the Commissioners of the Public

      
        Buildings, Washington. Oct. 3,1815

Gentlemen

      We have recieved (sic) your application of this date for an increase of Wages, accompanied by a declaration that unless we pay Two Dollars and a quarter a day, you will leave our works. When we first employed you we were disposed to give liberal wages; and accordingly did not scruple to offer such as were entirely satisfactory to you and the duration of the Job in which you are engaged; we are still of opinion that the wages which you now recieve (sic) are liberal and that we cannot consistently with our duty to the United States, consent to any increase at this time, especially on the commencement of the short days. We shall be happy to employ you on fair and liberal terms, but on any other, our duty sug​gests to us the propriety of suspending the Public Works rather than submit to exorbitant exactions. We advise you to reflect serious​ly on the subject be​fore, for as temporary apparent benefit, you quit an employment which is constant and the payment regular and punctual. We feel it our duty further to observe, that in employing persons in future on the public works that a preference will be given to Mechanics, who have not heretofore withdrawn from our Service.

      
    We are Gentlemen Your Obt. Servants

            
               R.B.xe "Lee, Richard Bland, Commissioner\:Denies carpenters pay increase in 1815"Lee

                  
         J. xe "Ringgold, Tench, Commissioner\:Denies carpenters pay increase in 1815"Ringgold
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* SECOND FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C. - WAGE APPEAL BY BRICKLAYERS (1815)
      Unlike the first construction period, where the Commissioners had tried a number of different methods for reimbursing the skilled workmen, the second construction program reimbursed its skilled labor almost entirely on a daily wage basis.  Virtually every group employed by the Commissioners appealed their agreed upon daily wages.  This began early in the process of reconstruction of the President's House with the bricklayers.  On July 21, 1815, they appealed to the Commissioners for an increase based on the reasoning that bricklayers were being offered more elsewhere.

To Honbl. Board of Commissioners

Publick Buildings

                                    July 21st 1815

Gentlemen

      We the undersigned bricklayers employed at the Capitol of the United States, wish to inform you that the pay at present allowed us, is not equal to that which we are offered elsewheres. We therefore request you to increase our pay to $2.50 per day which is equal to what we have been offered. We consider it improper to withdraw ourselves from the work without giving you an opportunity of retaining us by increas​ing our pay, if you think proper, but after this we trust it will not be considered unfair for us to avail ourselves of the numerous opportunities of bettering ourselves, which are daly (sic) offered us.

            
      We are Gentlemen with Respects

      
David xe "Tweedy, David, bricklayer\:Appeal to Commissioners on wages, 1815"Tweedy                 Conway xe "Armstrong, Conway, bricklayer\:Appealed to Commissioners on wages, 1815"Armstrong

      
Hosakiah xe "Smithson, Hosakiah, bricklayer\:Appeal to Commissioners on wages, 1815"Smithson            Jacob xe "Taylor, Jacob, bricklayer\:Appealed to Commissioners on wages, 1815"Taylor

      
Richard xe "Langford, Richard, bricklayer\:Appeal to Commissioners on wages, 1815"Langford             Thomas xe "White, Thomas, bricklayer\:Appealed to Commissioners on wages, 1815"White

      
John B. xe "Bates, John B., bricklayer\:Appeal to Commissioners on wages, 1815"Bates                Abner S. xe "Taylor, Abner S., bricklayer\:Appealed to Commissioners on wages, 1815"Taylor

      
Reuben xe "Bates, Reuben, bricklayer\:Appeal to Commissioners on wages, 1815"Bates

      
James xe "Tarlton, James, bricklayer\:Appeal to Commissioners on wages, 1815"Tarlton

      The tone of the letter from the bricklayers is very easy.  The tone of subsequent letters from other building trades, and the Commissioners' responses, would toughen as the year progressed.
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* SECOND FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C. - WAGE APPEAL BY LABORERS (1816)
      Stone cutters were extremely difficult to obtain, both in the first construction program as well as the second.  The Commissioners would go to great lengths to convince these men to remain.  Laborers were very much different because they could be recruited without much problem.  In contrast to the above letter, the Commission​ers sent a terse letter to Peter Lenox advising him to pay the best laborers at the President's House $1.00/day, the others proportionally.
  The laborers knew this and when they requested a pay increase from the Commission​ers, they approached them in a very different manner than the proud stone cutters, carpenters or brick layers.  On April 15, 1816, they requested a pay increase very much with their hat in their hands.

The Commissioners of the

Publick Buildings

Gentm.

      We the Undersign'd Labourers in behalf...of those Employ'd at the Capitol, Beg Leave respectfully to represent for you the disadvantages which we Labour, being compell'd to Work from the Rising untill the Setting of the Sun, Expos'd to all the vicisitudes of the weather for One Dollar p. day and many for a Less sum while the Stone cutters recieves (sic) $2  50/100 and the Carpenters $ 1  75/100 for every 10 Hours of work they perform, who have Com​fortable Shops to work in and are not Expos'd to the weather and of Course not Subject to less illness on account of Rain, or any other Weather, while we are compell'd either to work in the Rain, Snow or Extreme cold Weather, getting Materials into the Workshops for them to Work, when they are shock'd from the Scourching (sic) you have acted Liberally with the Mechanics, in granting them an Increase of Wages with the privilege of making a day short in 10 hours. We humbly beg you may take a footing as to Working Hours with the Men Employ'd on the Building. As we are all poor Men, we all prefer an Increase of Wages as best Calculated to Relieve our Necessities & your peti​tioners as on duty bound...

      
John xe "Goldsmith, John, laborer\:Requested pay increase from Commissioners in 1816"Goldsmith                Charles xe "Scott, Charles, laborer\:Requested pay increase from the Commissioners in 1816"Scott

      
Thomas xe "Roley, Thomas, laborer\:Requested pay increase from Commissioners in 1816"Roley                  Joseph xe "Howard, Joseph, laborer\:Requested pay increase from the Commissioners in 1816"Howard

      
Irael xe "Roley, Irael, laborer\:Requested pay increase from Commissioners in 1816"Roley                   James xe "O'Shorre, James, laborer\:Requested pay increase from Commissioners in 1816"O'Shorre

      
Benjamin xe "Murphy, Benjamin, laborer\:Requested pay increase from Commissioners in 1816"Murphy               Charles xe "Neale, Charles, laborer\:Requested pay increase from the Commissioners in 1816"Neale

      
James xe "Griday, James, laborer\:Requested pay increase from Commissioners in 1816"Griday

      
Charles xe "Langly, Charles, laborer\:Requested pay increase from Commissioners in 1816"Langly

      
Charles xe "Simon, Charles, laborer\:Requested pay increase from Commissioners in 1816"Simon

The laborers weren't granted their request.
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* SECOND FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C. - WAGE APPEAL BY STONECUTTERS (1815)
      The stone cutters at the Capitol made a similar demand for an increase in wages with a similar threat to leave the works.  The Commissioners sent a similar, but much stricter, letter to the stone cutters employed at the Capitol denying the pay increase.

          xe "Commissioners deny stone cutters pay increase, 1815"Office of the Commissioners of the Public

      
       Buildings, Washington, October 27, 1815

Gentlemen

      We have recieved (sic) your letter of the 24th Inst. containing an extraordinary demand and accompa​nied with an extraordinary threat that you would leave the public service unless that demand was complied with. The unreasonableness of your demand will appear from the following considerations.

1st. You engaged in the Public Service in this City and not elsewhere, that is, we did not make any contract with you at any other place; nor did we know until we recieved (sic) your letter of the 24th Inst., that your residence before you engaged with us was any where except in Washington.

2d. We have given as high wages as are given else​where for similar work, with which you appeard satis​fied; we have gone further, in the long days we have we have paid you according to the time you actually laboured at the rate of twenty cents an hour.

3d. When the short days approached you applied to us to change this system, and give you daily wages till the lst. of March next, or let you work by the Piece - to this proposition we consented and your wages were fixed to your satisfaction till the 1st. of March next, or till provision could be made to furnish you with Piece work, on your consenting not to abandon our employment during that time. On the terms of this agreement, you have continued to work till this time - and have recieved (sic) your pay with a regularity and punctual​ity not surpassed any where. We having thus faithfully complied with our part of this agree​ment, both in furnishing you with employment and in paying you for your work, are therefore much sur​prised that you should threaten on your part to violate a contract so explic​itly and voluntarily entered into by you. And here permit us to add that tho' this contract was not reduced to writing it can be fully established by the Agents of the Commission​ers and will be found as obligatory in a Court of Justice as one more formally entered into, we trust therefore to your justice and honor, when you reflect on all these circumstances that you will withdraw your demand and fulfill your engage​ment with us, as our duty to the nation, of which you form a part, renders it impossible for us to comply with your demand.

      With regard to the Stone Cutters lately arrived from New York, we made a particular agreement with them, that in case they engaged to continue in our service for one year we would pay a reasonable price for their Passages to this place. They agreed to this condition, and if any fail to serve out the year the money paid for his passage will be refunded. You did not enter into a similar Contract with us, but after the 1st March next, have it in your power to leave our works. But candour obliges us to inform you that any other persons will have a Preference for future employment on the Public Buildings, to those who shall improperly & unreasonably abandon their engage​ments with us.

      Anxious to expedite the completion of the Public Buildings, we will further state to you, that if we can prevail on Stone Cutters residing at a distance to come to our employment, we shall continue to grant to them terms, similar to those we have lately agreed on with the persons just arrived from New York. Nor have those previously employed a right to complain of our conduct, we have faithfully ful​filled every contract we have made with them, and more than that none have a right to require from us. We did hope that our advertisement in the Spring would have induced as many Stone Cutters to seek our employment as would be required for the Public Build​ings.  On this invitation you came & we have given you the employment we promised and the most liberal wages, and with pleasure shall continue to do so, as long as you conduct yourselves in a faithful and orderly manner.

      And when you reflect on the permanency of your present employment & the certainty and punctuality of your pay, your own prudence must suggest to you the impropriety of leaving our service for trivial ob​jects, especially after your last engagement with us.

(To:) Messr. Alex. xe "Martin, Alexander, stone cutter\:Denied pay increase in 1815"Martin          Very respectfully

       
Patrick xe "Murray, Patrick\:Denied pay increase by Commissioners in 1815"Murray                 Your Obt. Servant

        
Joseph xe "Francis, Patrick, stone cutter\:Denied pay increase by Commissioners in 1815"Francis                   John P. xe "Van Ness, John P., Commissioner\:Denies stone cutters pay increase in 1815"Van Ness

        
Pat. xe "Gallagher, Patrick, stone cutter\:Denied pay increase by Commissioners in 1815"Gallagher                   Richard Bland xe "Lee, Richard Bland, Commissioner\:Denies pay increase for stone cutters in 1815"Lee

        
Edward xe "Fagan, Edward, stone cutter\:Denied pay increase by Commissioners in 1815"Fagan

        
Francis xe "Roney, Francis, stone cutter\:Denied pay increase by Commissioners in 1815"Roney

        
Saml. xe "Mealey, Samuel, stone cutter\:Denied pay increase by Commissioners in 1815"Mealey
 

      Stone cutters were extremely difficult to obtain, both in the first construction program as well as the second.  The Commissioners would go to great lengths to convince these men to remain.
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* SECOND FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C. - WAGES BASED ON ABILITY (1816)
Shortly thereafter the carpenters at the President's House had James xe "Hoban, James, Architect\:Requested pay increase for carpenters, in 1816"Hoban request an increase of $2.00 per day for them, from the Commissioners.

                          Washington June 10th 1816

Sir

      I take the liberty of suggesting for your consideration, the propriety of allowing the first rate Carpenters at the Presidents House wages at the rate of $2 per day, and that the Clerk of the works be autho​rized to exercise his judgment in fixing the compensa​tion of the Carpenters according to their merit, in a ratio not exceeding $2 per day for the best workman --- I am led to this communication from a knowledge that, in private works $2 per day is now given to good workmen, and the necessity of having the best workmen in the various branches at the Presidents House, will no doubt appear to you indis​pensable.

      By giving your sanction to what I have above suggested, it is my opinion that the work will prog​ress with more expedition and advantage, and be executed in a superior manner, and at less expense than if inferior hands were employed at low wages.

      All which is respectfully submitted

      
      by Sir your most obt. Servant

            
      James Hoban

      The Carpenters' pay was not advanced to $2.00/day but was advanced to $1.88/day.  In addition, the Commis​sioners embraced Hoban's suggestion to vary the pay ac​cording to the abilities of the workmen.  Lisa Lubow's work on the carpenters of Boston indicates that their average wage during this period was $2.12.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 328-329.

      The policy of paying the skilled workmen based on skill originated from the previous Commissioners of Public Buildings, Van Ness, Lee and Ringgold.  Almost a year before Samuel Lane wrote to Lewis Condict, the three Commissioners instructed George Blagden to institute payment based on merit.

        xe "Pay based on merit"Office of the Commissioners of the Public

            
     Buildings, Washington 4 March 1816

(To:) Mr. George Blagden

      
     Sir

            Having taken into consideration the Petition & letters of the Stone Cutters employ'd at the Capitol and Presidents House praying for an increase of their dayly (sic) wages; we have deter​mined to autho​rize you to allow them not exceeding the following wages pr. day,

      To every Stone cutter who may be considered a first rate & complete workman $ 2.50 pr. day.

      To all others such wages pr. day as in your opinion that may be entitled to, by making such corection (sic) from $2.50 as you may think just --

These wages to commence on the 1st of April and to continue until the 1st of October next. Not less than ten Hours to be considered as a days Work.

            
       We are yr. Obt. etc.

                  
            John P. xe "Van Ness, John P., Commissioner\:Authorizes $2.50/day for first rate stone cutters"Van Ness

                              Richd. B. xe "Lee, Richard Bland, Commissioner\:Instructs Blagden to pay based on merit, 1816"Lee

                              Tench xe "Ringgold, Tench, Commissioner\:Instructs Blagden to pay based on merit, 1816"Ringgold
   

      In fact, there was a wide disparity of wages paid to these stone cutters based on their abilities (and in contrast to the first construction program where all skilled workmen of a given profession were usually paid a single wage).  A few examples taken from the day rolls illustrates this point.

                      xe "Stone cutters wages daily wages 1816©1817  "Stone Cutters Wages
           Daily Wages for Four Different Days, 1816-1817
          6.29.1816   7.03.1816   4.13.1817   5.05.1817
          
         
         
         
             

          No. Wages   No. Wages   No. Wages   No. Wages
Cutters

(in shop) 10  2.50     7  2.50     9  2.50     2 .50

           2.37-1/2    1  2.37-1/2 3  2.37-1/2 5  2.37-1/2

           5  2.25     2  2.25     2  2.25     2  2.25   

           2  2.00     1  2.00                 1  1.75

Setters    2  2.75     1  2.75     2  2.75     1  2.75 

Fitters    2  2.50     1  2.50     2  2.50     1  2.50 

                       1  2.25     1  2.37 

Cutters out in         1  2.50     1  2.50      

   the wall            1  1.50     1  2.37

       The idea of different wages based on different skills was a major departure from the practice of the first construction program of 1791-1800, where all jour​neymen workers of a given skill were paid essentially the same wage.  From the chart above, it can be seen that daily wages varied greatly amongst stone cutters, from $1.75 to $2.50 per day.  Carpenters were also paid accord​ing to skill, as can be seen in the following table.

                      xe "Carpenters wages©daily wages 1816©1817"Carpenters Wages
            Daily Wages for Four Different Days, 1816-1817
            6.29.1816   7.03.1816   4.13.1817   5.05.1817
           
         
         
         

            No. Wages   No. Wages   No. Wages   No. Wages      

Shop         6   1.88    6  1.88     30  1.50    46  1.63

                                          to         

                                         1.88        1.88

                                     (not broken down                                              in original)  

             8   1.88    6   1.88    (not broken down                    5   1.50    1   1.50      in original)                        

Girders      1   1.50    2   1.75    (not broken down                                2   1.62       in original)                                              1   1.50                                         

Jobing       1   1.62    1   1.62                                            

Cabinet Mkrs.2   2.00    1   1.12     1   2.50    2  2.50                                                                                                   
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* SECOND FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C. - WAGES COMPARED WITH FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM (1791-1800 vs. 1815-1817)
      The comparative salaries -- between the original construction program of 1791-1800 and the reconstruction program of 1815-1816 -- indicate that the workers were much better paid during the reconstruction program.

            xe "Comparison of Wages\: 1793©1800 vs. 1815©1817"Comparison of Wages Paid on President's House 

                   1791-1800 Wages      1815-1817 Wages     

Architect            $ 1400 per year  $ 1600 per year

Inspector/Super of Stone/

         Cutters         -              1500 per year

Clerk of the Works       -                4.00/day

Foreman of the Stone

         Cutters       2.00/day           3.75/day            

Overseer               0.57/day*          2.00/day
 

Foreman of the

     Plasterers           -               3.75/day

Carpenters            $ 1.20 to 1.63/day  1.50 to 1.88/day

Cabinet Makers          1.11 to 2.00/day  1.12 to 2.50/day

Stone Cutters           1.34 to 1.67/day  1.50 to 2.75

Bricklayers             1.47/day          2.00/day

Sawyers                      **           1.25 to 1.63/day

Plasterers                                2.00 to 2.50/day

Laborers                  0.31/day *      0.87 to 1.00/day 
          * Plus provisions                                           ** Usually slaves                                       

      It is difficult to compare the two periods.  Slaves and apprentices were widely used in the first construction program and rarely, if ever, used in the second.  Some workers, such as Samuel Smallwood, the overseer, received wages on top of provisions during the first construction program while such an arrangement was not used in the second.  A review of the figures indicates that there was an increase in wages between the first construc​tion program and the second, in most cases a relatively substan​tial increase.  But the literature of the time also indi​cates that there was also a substantial increase in prices during the same period.  An editorial of 1816, in discussing the need for a pay increase for government officials, provides the following xe "Comparative Prices 1805 vs. 1815"comparative prices between the years 1805 and 1815.

                               1805        1815
          Labor, per day        80 cents    100 cents

          Corn, per bushl       95          100

          Butter, per lb        21-1/2       45

          Potatoes, per bushel  40           80

          Lard, per lb          14-1/2       20

          Hams                  13-1/2       22

      The price increases may very well understate the impact of inflation during this period on the working man. The same article continues on the subject of large price increases in all aspects of life.

xe "Inflation, 1805 to 1815"The list might be readily enlarged, for the increase of prices runs through all the articles of life, into the mechanical arts, etc. Among other things, house rent has risen enormously, as well as fuel, which are both weighty objects of expenditure.

      Between the first and second construction programs, it appears that the increase of earnings of a typical working man employed by the Commissioners fell well below the increases in his expenses.  And the workers of the second construction program didn't have advantages that were enjoyed by the workers of the first construction program.  During the period 1793-1800, little housing existed in Washington and because of this the Commission​ers were compelled to provide housing to the workers at low rates.  During the second construction program of 1815-1817, adequate housing existed but at advanced rates.  Typically the journeyman worker at the President's House would live at a boarding house within walking distance of the site.  The newspapers of the times car​ried many advertise​ments of which the following are a sample.
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* SECOND FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C. - WAGES: THE COMMISSIONERS VIEW
      Another way of assessing the matter of wages is from the point of view of the Commissioners.  In their report to the President of the United States, it seems clear that they thought that they were not paying an exorbitant or excessive sum for labor.

   ...Another difficulty also occurred, the engaging of a sufficient number of artificers of different descrip​tions, & more particularly those in the stone cutting and sculptural lines, The great demand for artists of these descriptions in the principal cities of the United States in consequence of their in​creased opulence has opposed serious obstacles to the obtaining of a sufficient number for the public buildings; from which has existed the necessity of offering higher wages than had been before common. The wages also of all other artificers have consider​ably increased; but the commissioners have the satis​faction to state, that they have employed workmen in every line, at a cheaper rate, and purchased materi​als of a better quality, and on better terms, than any private undertaker in the district; and, that the most ample arrangements are now made, to supply, in due season, all the articles of wood, stone, and lime, which may be wanted in the present year, as fast as workmen can be found to operate on them...

      The cost of labor was up, but the Commissioners found it satisfactory and below the given market rate. They were also able to attract that labor without provid​ing expensive provisions or housing, as the Commissioners had to do during the first construction program. 
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* SENECA QUARRY, MARYLAND
John xe "Delahunty, John, mason\:Working at Seneca Quarry"Delahunty is reported, in a news​paper adver​tisement, at the Seneca Quarry north of the new Federal City as of 1796.
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1815

2229 Augt. 17  Blagden, Geo.  Washington, D.C.  Reports on the State of Sinaca Free Stone Quarry

Index to Letters Received, Public Buildings and Grounds, Roll 8, Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners...
* SHANKS NAILERY - WASHINGTON, D.C.
Michael Shanks also offered his nails to the general public as indicated in the following advertisement.

NAIL MANUFACTORY

The subscriber having establish a Nail Manufactory on Greenleaf-Point, in the city of Washington, keeps on hand for sale all kinds of Nails, Sprigs, and Flooring Brads, of the best quality, and on the most reasonable terms.

            
                      MICHAEL SHANKS

N.B. Wanted four apprentices from 11 to 14 years of age, white or black, at the above manufactory.

            
                      June 13, 1796

      Michael Shanks was not successful in the nail business and in the following year, 1797, he offered his nailery and his other property for sale.  From the following description it can be seen that Michael Shanks was operating a tradi​tional wrought iron nailery.  Apprentices worked around Michael Shanks' two fires by taking the blank, hammering it into shape, heading the nail, and then quenching it in water.  The hand working increased the nail's strength but also contributed to the high cost of wrought nails.

I will sell two houses and lots, on Montgomery Street in Holmead's Addition to George-Town, near the dwelling house of Mr. G. French. Also, an unimproved lot, in Beatty and Hawkin's Addition to do, pleasantly situat​ed, and warranted from all dispute, fronting 75 feet on Frederick Street, by 96 deep.  Also, the House and Lot whereon I now live, on Greenleaf Point, City of Washington, pleasantly situated near the river, running 43 feet on Sixth Street west by `102 feet back, well improved having a good two-story dwelling-house, and a good, new bake-house adjoining, every way calculated to carry on the Baking Business in its various branches, together with a Nail Shop, with two fires, with Store-House adjoining, for holding nails and iron. A bargain may be had in the above property, or any part thereof, for part cash and the remainder in negotiable paper.  For terms apply to MR. WILLIAM KING, or the subscriber, on Greenleaf Point.

                                     MICHAEL SHANKS
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SHINGLES

SHINGLES

FOR Sale one Hundred Thousand SHINGLES of the first quality Cypress, by

JAMES HOBAN

CASH, or Paper negociable at the Bank of Columbia at 30 or 60 days, with good indorfiers(? - endorsements?) will be required.

Washington, October 6, 1797

Washington Gazette, October 7, 1797.

* SLATE CONTRACTOR (1798) - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      The only substantial work that was to continue at the President's House in 1798 was the xe "Slate roofing, President's House\:Absence of contractor"slate roofing, through a contract with Orlando xe "Cook, Orlando\:Contractor for slate roofing at President's House"Cook.
  But even this work lan​guished due to the absence of the contractor.

                      Washington, May 29th 1798

Sir, 

      I am desired by the Board of Commissioners to request you will inform Mr. Orlando Cook, if you know where he is to be found, that they are surprised he has not yet commenced his operations in slating the Presidents House. When they engaged his services, they expected no delay, and therefore have determined that unless he begin not later than Monday or Tuesday next and give security to prosecute the work with not less than three slaters constantly, until it shall be finished, they will be obliged to select from the numerous applicants desirous of engaging in this business, one who will undertake to comply with these terms.

     
      
                I am Sir etc.

          
      
                T. Munroe

(To:) Mr. Joseph Huddleston

      
Presidents House
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* SLAVES - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      The Commissioners also hired slaves, but at $60/year.  From the Commissioners' Proceedings in 1794 we can see the typical conditions under which slaves were hired.

The Commissioners Resolve to hire good Laboring Negroes by the year, the Masters clothing them well and finding each a Blanket, the Commissioners finding them Provi​sions and paying Sixty Dollars a year wages, the payment if desired to be made quarterly or half yearly. If the Negroes absent themselves a week or more, such time to be deducted.

      Captain Williams is requested to obtain as far as 100 Negro men on the above terms.
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* SLAVES - DRESS (EXAMPLE 1796)

 TEN DOLLARS REWARD

RAN AWAY on Sunday the 21st inst. a mullato fellow named JOHN about 25 years of age 5 feet 6 or 7 inches high, stout made, thick legs and thighs, his shins rather flat, walks open at the knees, his hair middling long and bushy, his eyebrows arched large and black, full black eyes, Has on when he went away a drab cloth coat, with white metal buttons, out at the elbows, a black cotton velvet waistcoat, his breeches of milled kersey dyed of lead colour, took with him a milled kersey jacket, dyed of the same colour of his Breeches, a summer waistcoat of stamped cotton and a pair of olnaburgh (?) long breeches.  Has been used to wait in a house and to drive a carriage, can work at the whip saw, a handy fellow at any kind of plantation business.  He will endeavor to pass as a freeman.

Whoever will deliver the said runaway to the subscriber in Dumfries or secure him in any gaol so that I get him again shall have the above reward exclusive of what the law allows.

GEORGE GRAHAM

Dumfries, Feb. 23, 1796

The Columbian Chronicle, Friday, March 4, 1796, p. 2.

* SLAVES - USE IN FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.
      The Commissioners continued to use both free and xe "Slaves\:Aquia Quarry"slave labor intermixed at xe "Aquia Quarry\:Use of slaves"Aquia and on the buildings sites.  As they explained this policy to xe "Jefferson, Thomas"Jefferson, in a letter dated January 5, 1793, this practice also helped keep the white workers in check.

...as to labourers, a part of whom we can easily make up of Negroes and find it proper to do so. Those we have employed this Sumer (sic) have proved a very useful check and kept our affairs cool...

      Continuing production problems at the quarry led the Commissioners to authorize Robert xe "Brent, Robert\:Hiring additional slaves"Brent to hire additional slaves.

 Wrote to Mr. Robert Brent authorizing him to hire 30 to 40 negroes at 12 £ Virginia Currency pr. annum (i.e. $32, plus provisions).

It was not possible to hire that many negroes at that price, for a month later the Commissioners increased the annual sum authorized.

Mr. Robert xe "Brent, Robert\:Hiring additional slaves"Brent is authorized by the Commissioners of the Federal Buildings to hire twenty five able bodied negroe men slaves, at a price not exceeding fifteen pounds Virginia Currency a year  (i.e. $ 40) finding and clothing the said negroes to be imployed at the quarries.

The money would go, of course, to the slave's owner and would be for a period of one year commencing on January 1, 1793.  The slaves would receive a blanket and, if sick, medical care.
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* SLOW PACE OF WORK - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      The workers' response to these reforms was accep​tance, but probably a very leisurely work schedule was adhered to -- a response that Sir Christopher Wren, in his previously cited letter to the Bishop of Oxford, would have predicted.  The Commissioners got the receipts, payrolls and reports they demanded, but probably at the expense of construction progress.  This is alluded to in Collin Williamson's previously cited letter of March 11, 1796.

...I began the first storry of the Presedents House the 8th April 93 and completed it by the 7th August following all stone in and out four feet below ground and 12 above it is observed to any that is Judge that the work is good and that there hath not been Irish performence since or the house would be fin​ished...
 

      So construction proceeded in 1795 and 1796, but at a slow pace.  The Commissioners were probably aware of this organized slow pace and their awareness would probably influence their actions later.  In comparison to the turmoil of 1794, the Commissioners had achieved peace on the work site throughout 1795, 1796 and most of 1797.
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* SLOWDOWN OF 1798 - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.
      Why did the Commissioners discharge the carpenters and joiners at the President's House, many of whom came to the work with James Hoban?  It is suggested by the record that, in response to the Commissioners' unilateral paycut of April 17, 1798, the carpenters at the President's House stopped work, or engaged in a work slowdown, or both.  Take, for example, the Commissioners' letter of July 2, 1798 concern​ing the reemployment of Thomas xe "Sandyford, Thomas, carpenter\:Reemployment in 1798"Sandyford, a carpenter who began work at the President's House that year, along with George Thomson and Patrick Healey.

      
      

      Commissioners' Office, July 2d 1798

Sir,

      Mr. Sandiford who has been engaged at the Presidents' House has applied to be continued in the public service, as his indisposition and confinement were the only causes of his not working at the time of the removal of those engaged; and we think if there be no objection to his Services as a workman, that it would only be justice to continue him, if he can be usefully employed.

                  
      
       --We are sir, etc.

                  

                     G. Scott

            
            
               W. Thornton


(To:) Mr. Hoban
                                   

      The Commissioners felt obliged to warn Redmond xe "Purcell, Redmond, foreman of the carpenters, Capitol\:Warning him of possible work slowdown"Purcell, the foreman of the carpenters and joiners at the Capitol, of a possible work slowdown by the carpenters assigned to the Capitol.

            


             Commisrs. Office, 25th May 1798

Sir.

      We request that you will pay due attention to the Carpenters who are employed at the Capitol, execute such orders as shall be given to you, if any are given and if not, at all events, to see that they are kept constantly to their work, together with the Labourers who attend them.

                  
      
                G. Scott

                  

                      W. Thornton

            
            
                A. White

(To:) Mr. Redmd. Purcell

      This warning, as shall be seen, was not totally adequate and a de facto work slowdown continued at the Capitol.  There is also evidence to indicate the magnitude of the conflict between the Commissioners, and their agents, and the carpenters and joiners.  Samuel xe "Smallwood, Samuel, overseer\:Altercation with Robert Aull"Smallwood, the overseer of the laborers, reports an attack on him by Robert xe "Aull, Robert, carpenter\:Altercation with Samuel Smallwood"Aull, one of the carpenters reassigned from the Presiden​t's House, shortly after Aull and several other carpenters were discharged at the President's House and rehired at the Capitol.  Before attacking Smallwood, Aull allows as to how, "thire was a scheme in his Coming which a pleased Mr. Berry much."  What Aull is probably saying is that there was a scheme between the Commissioners and certain workmen to replace other workmen, like Aull.  Mr. Berry may have been Wil​liam Barry whom the Commissioners recommended to Hoban for employment the month before the attack, May 1798.  Smallwood, the overseer, expresses less concern over Aull's attack then the possibil​ity that, "...how Do I Know but a Certain Clas of people may entice even the blackis to Commit Depridations on me."
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* SLOWDOWN OF 1799 -  (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      Although the Commissioners could discharge workmen, reduce their daily wages, and discharge individual con​tractors, there is also some evidence that the workmen on the projects could retaliate.  And they did this through a work xe "Slowdown of carpenters"slowdown because of the daily wages uni​laterally determined by the Commissioners.  The Commis​sioners responded to this slowdown by firing the more obvi​ous cases.  The situation was described by James Tompkins (one of the four carpenters fired), in April 1799, in a letter to the Commissioners asking to be reinstated.  xe "Tompkins, James, carpenter\:Requests reinstatement after firing"Tompkins made this request on the grounds that he worked slowly because all of the workmen did so.  In keeping with the workers' sense of justice, Tompkins wrote that he hoped that he would be given a hearing.  The Commissioners didn't respond to Tompkins' request.

Gentlemen. I beg leave to write a few lines to you informing you of my present situation Which I hope you will take into Consideration, I am discharged from public Service and do not know for what. I have been informed it was for not doing my duty in plan​ning Shingles. Gentlemen, I do acknowledge that there might been more work done than was but it was so general that every man in the Yard took Whatever Liberty almost he pleased as the Main thing was to keep time. But even the Charges which was against me is a very Gross mistake for I (indistinct) and dress​d. as many Shingles for the time I was at Work as any many their. But I was not dressing Shingles more than three or four weeks. I hope Gentlemen you will take this in Your Consideration that I have been charged a lott of you and being thrown out of Work (indistinct) at this (indistinct) time it will Render me Unable to fulfill my contract with you and Support my family: And if I am discharged for not doing a full days Work every Day, every Carpenter might be discharged for the same reason. If Gentlemen you will think proper to reinstate me (indistinct) I dare say their will be no more Complaints against (me)as I expect this will be more regularity with the carpen​ters of the Gentle​men should not think proper to put me to work. I hope they will allow me a Hearing. I concive myself as much injured although I was a Journeyman as if I was the Master Carpenter.

      
I am Gentlemen Your Obt. Servt.

      
                       James Tompkins

This is believed to be the same James Tompkins that was referred to George Hadfield by the Commissioners on May 4, 1798, indicating that the carpenters on the project could enforce the work slowdown on even the newer work​ers.

      Two days later, the Commissioners received the following letter from another discharged carpenter, John xe "Dickey, John, carpenter\:Requests reinstatement after being fired"Dickey, also asking to be reinstated.

To the Honnorable Board of Commissioners

      I John Dickey humbley Prayeth that you will take In Consideration my Present sittuasion as Viz. that I have not got no work since my Discharge; that I have got a wife and family that never offendd. your Hon' whose Dependence is on my labour and begins five years in the Publick work hope that these things (indistinct) on I (indistinct) to lay aside ye Persi​eunion(?) and reciv me into the Works Again or to Pay me wage, Which will Demand from me the pays for was of (indistinct).

      
                Humble sert.  John Dickey

Dickey, like all others fired, was not rehired by the Commissioners, or was he given a hearing.
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* SMALL, JACOB, JR. - ARCHITECT (BALTIMORE)
It is of collateral interest that within the decade Jacob Small, Jr., came to be styled by some as 'architect'; so was his fellow member Robert Cary Long, Sr., by 1807.  Small advanced to the rank of Colonel in the War of 1812; became the trusted Clerk of the Works, or "master builder, as he calls himself," for the Latrobe-Godefroi design of the Baltimore Exchange, for which Small himself had submitted an unsuccessful competitive design (Latrobe Letterbook 1816: 37, 73, 260-263, etc.); rose to be Mayor of Baltimore in 1826; and in 1837 was the "energetic and skilful Architect" who transported to Charleston, South Carolina, the necessary equipment for the erection under his supervision of Charles F. Reichardt's design for the Charleston Hotel, destroyed the following year in the great fire (Beatrice St. Julien Ravenel, Architects of Charleston (Charleston, 1945), 175).  Meanwhile his son, William F. Small, had been one of B. Henry Latrobe's pupil-employees at the National Capitol (Latrobe Letterbook 1816: 446; 1817; 41, 143., 165, 180, etc.).

Not in evans.
Minick 319.

No copy located.

Louise Hall, Artificer to Architect in America (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Radcliffe College, Harvard University, January, 1954). Unpublished Ph.D. thesis. Pp. B-41 - B-42.

* SMALL, WILLIAM F. - ARCHITECT (WASHINGTON, D.C.)
SMALL, JACOB, JR. - ARCHITECT (BALTIMORE)
It is of collateral interest that within the decade Jacob Small, Jr., came to be styled by some as 'architect'; so was his fellow member Robert Cary Long, Sr., by 1807.  Small advanced to the rank of Colonel in the War of 1812; became the trusted Clerk of the Works, or "master builder, as he calls himself," for the Latrobe-Godefroi design of the Baltimore Exchange, for which Small himself had submitted an unsuccessful competitive design (Latrobe Letterbook 1816: 37, 73, 260-263, etc.); rose to be Mayor of Baltimore in 1826; and in 1837 was the "energetic and skilful Architect" who transported to Charleston, South Carolina, the necessary equipment for the erection under his supervision of Charles F. Reichardt's design for the Charleston Hotel, destroyed the following year in the great fire (Beatrice St. Julien Ravenel, Architects of Charleston (Charleston, 1945), 175).  Meanwhile his son, William F. Small, had been one of B. Henry Latrobe's pupil-employees at the National Capitol (Latrobe Letterbook 1816: 446; 1817; 41, 143., 165, 180, etc.).

Not in evans.
Minick 319.

No copy located.

Louise Hall, Artificer to Architect in America (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Radcliffe College, Harvard University, January, 1954). Unpublished Ph.D. thesis. Pp. B-41 - B-42.

* ST. JOHN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, WASHINGTON, D.C. - CONSTRUCTION OF (1815)
      In this regard, the organization of the work at the White House somewhat lagged rather than led the private sector.  In the private sector there were examples of what we would term modern building arrangements -- designs by a professional architect who prepares plans and drawings and competitive bids submitted by contractors who work on a lump-sum fee basis.  These contractors would hire their labor by the day and would be responsible for all aspects of the work, including providing all building materials.  This arrangement was a long way from the process envi​sioned by those artisans who drafted the price books.  As might be expected, Benjamin xe "Latrobe, Benjamin, Architect"Latrobe was a leading advocate of this xe "New approach to building"new approach to building and used it in the con​struction of xe "St. John's Episcopal Church"St. John's Episcopal Church, across Lafayette Square from the White House.


TO MECHANICS

Proposals in writing, will be received by the sub​scriber until the 31st July, inst. inclusive, for building and completing a Protestant Episcopal Church, on square 200, directly north of the Preside​nt's House, agreeably to the plans and specifica​tions, which will be shewn by B. Henry Latrobe, Esq., the Architect, at his office at the Capitol. It is expected that the contractor, or contractors, will find all the material and stipulate for having the house enclosed on or before the 15th December next.

      
   Per order of the Committee

T.H. GILLIS, Chairman

This notice must have raised some eyebrows because Latrobe was supposed to be on the public payroll working on the Capitol.  Subsequent advertisements contained the following addition.

Mr. Latrobe request those who wish for information on the subject, to call at the Capitol between the hours of 11 and 1 o'clock.
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* ST. JOHN'S CHURCH - ILLUSTRATION OF (LATROBE)
141.  "St. John's Church, in the city of Washington ..."
[Inscription in an unidentified hand]

1816

Pencil, pen and ink, watercolor

12.8 cm x 22.2 cm (5-1/16 in. x 8-3/4 in.)

B.H. Latrobe

St. John's Church, Washington, D.C. ...

Latrobe made this drawing to record the general appearance of one of his works, St. John's Church, along with both the appearance of the President's House, or White House, in the course of its reconstruction after the British fire of 1814 and the appearance of the general setting.  Latrobe designed St. John's Episcopal Church over the years 1815 to 1816.  At the northeast corner of Sixteenth and H streets, NW, the church became the first building to stand on president's Square (now Lafayette Square), other than the President's House itself and a small farmhouse.  Given the restricted funds available for the church, Latrobe designed a modest building, to be built of brick with stucco exterior and to be covered by brick aches combined with a counterfeit dome and vaults of timber and plaster.  As was his practice in commissions for religious or educational organizations, he donated his services.  The church was completed in the fall of 1816 at an estimated cost of $25,000 for the land, building, and furnishings.  The Rev. William Holland Wilmer conducted the first service there on 27 October 1816.

Carter, Edward C. II, John C. Van Horne and Charles E. Bownell (Editors), Tina H. Sheller (Associate Editor), Latrobe's View of America, 1795-1820: Selections from the Watercolors and Sketches, (New Haven: Published for the Maryland Historical Society by Yale University Press, 1985), 400 pages, p. 340; illustration on p. 341.  Located in study upstairs.

* STATUTE BRICKS
The said Anthony Hoke agrees to make and deliver at the kiln (to be made at such place near the site of the Presidents house as Captn. Elisha Williams shall direct) three hundred thousand merchantable place bricks to be of the Statute Dimensions, that is to say, nine Inches long two and a half inches thick and four and a quarter inches wide --

Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., National Archives Microform Publication M-371, Roll 1, pp. 101-102.

"The English standard is about 9 in. long, 4-1/2 in. wide, and 2-1/2 in. thick.  The American or Haverstran standard is 8 in. long 4 in. wide and 2-1/2 thick."

Appleton's Cyclopedia of Applied Mechanics, 1888, 2 volumes, p. 383.

"In England, the mould in which bricks are formed, is ten inches in length, by five in breadth; the bricks when burned are about 9 inches long, four inches and a half broad, and two inches and a half thick.  The degree of shrinkage, however, is various..."

Nicholson, Encyclopedia of Architecture, 2 vols. p. 45.

* STONE CUTTING MACHINE - FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.
Because of the problem in securing an adequate supply of stone from the Aquia quarry the Commissioners became interested in a technological solution to the problem -- a stone cutting machine.  This was not the only time that the Commissioners investigated technological solutions to labor prob​lems, but at  no time during the first Federal construction program (1791-1800) did the Commissioners adopt any of the pro​posed technological solutions.  However, the Commission​ers' investigations into the possibility of the use of a stone cutting machine previewed the later development of the building stone supply business.  There did exist xe "Stone©cutting machinery\:Proposed use of"stone-cutting machinery at that time in Europe and the Commission​ers, and Thomas xe "Jefferson, Thomas\:Involvement in proposed stone©cutting machinery"Jef​ferson, were interested in it.  The first pro​posal to the Commissioners was contained in a letter sent by Samuel Millikin of xe "Philadelphia"Phila​delphia.

I have had it in contemplation to wright (sic) the Director of the Public Buildings at the Federal City but not knowing who he is I changed my mind to wright you on the subject of my marble and stone machine, which I find will be Valuable and perfectly shall saw as far (as) 50 feet with one man and a Horse per day superficial measure on one surface. When a block of stone is large enough to saw in the middle thus (drawing inserted) the advantage is dubly (sic) useful by making two fair sides for building of the same block; a machine will pay its cost in one year -- and will do as much as 4 to 5 men('s) work per year (or daily).  4 men('s) wages at 6/ is £ 90 each  -- for 300 days per year £ 360 per an. to £ 400.  The yearly expense to attend of these machines (ox mills) will (be) for a laborer's wages - an. £ 50 per year, a Horse - £ 25 - wear  and tare £ 5 -- £80 (total) -- for attending per year its value - The machinery of such a mill might be made in Philadelphia and trans​port​ed...

     The Commissioners had heard of the possibility of such a machine from another source and had asked Jefferson to look into it.

We have observed in a late Philadelphia paper, a description of a Machine for cutting and polishing stone, which if it answers the description must be very valuable. We are sensible your time at present must be much engrossed; but when your leisure will permit it we shall thank you to make some enquiry respecting it...

  Jefferson referred them to the French Encyclopedie Methodique.

The merits of the Machine for cutting and polishing  stone, shall be enquired into and communicated to you -In the mean time permit me to add, that in the French Encyclopedie, you will find the drawings of mills for this purpose...

      The Commissioners didn't have access to Encyclopedie Methodique and wrote back to Jefferson on December 5, 1792 their intentions.

We have received a letter from Mr. Milliken, offering to set up a mill for cutting stone. We shall postpone answering it, till we are informed of the result of your enquiries respecting it. We have not an opportu​nity of consulting the Encyclopedie Methodique but think it probable that Mr. Hallet's design of that kind, which he has shewed us is derived from that source...

      And finally, in his letter of December 13, 1792, xe "Jefferson, Thomas\:Proposed stone cutting machine"Jefferson kills the idea of utilizing xe "Millikin, Samuel\:Jefferson kills idea of Millikin's machine"Millikin's stone-cutting machine.

I have according to the desire expressed in your letter of the 5th Instant examined the model of Mr. Milliken's mill for polishing and sawing stone lodged in my office. It is always an objection that a thing is new and untried. His method of giving motion always and forwards to a sawframe by a spiral plane is ingenious: but I confess it does not appear prom​ising to me. It is certainly inferior to that used in Europe of which there is a drawing in the Encyclope​die Methodique. I have made a rough drawing of the latter merely to explain to you the principle.  You will find that the sawframe is moved by a crank, as that in a saw mill for wood, except that the sawframe lies horizontal instead of perpendicular.. It is more simple than the mill for sawing wood, because the part is omitted which brings the stock up to the saw. Your workmen seeing the principle will easily contrive all the details. I shewed this plan also Milliken's model to the Presi​dent.

     This is the last mention of mechanizing the stone cutting operation at the Aquia quarry.  Mechanization would come to the quarrying industry in the nineteenth century along with a concurrent deskilling of the stone cutting trade

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 158-161.

xe "Swinton, Mr.\:Stone cutter from Philadelphia Recruited by Latrobe (1806)"* SWINTON, MR. - STONE CUTTER FROM PHILADELPHIA RECRUITED BY LATROBE (1806)
1. BHL was searching for stonecutters to employ at the U.S. Capitol at a time when few were available. He was able to engage five stonecutters in Philadelphia and two in Baltimore, all of whom arrived in Washington by 14 August 1806. He wrote Jefferson, 'As far as I can ascertain there is now not an unmarried stonecutter left' in Philadelphia. In addition to the two unidentified stonecutters accompanying him in the packet boat, BHL had hired Philadelphian Daniel Hunt, Patrick Barr, and Mr. Swinton, 'our best stonecutter in this city [Philadelphia].' BHL to Thomas Jefferson, 14 August 1806, BHL to George Blagden, 13 July 1806, BHL to John Lenthall, 19 July 1806, Latrobe Letterbooks, PBHL, microfiche ed., 50/F4, 50/A12, 50/C11.

Edward C. Carter II, John C. Van Horne, and L. W. Formwalt, Editors, The Journals of Benjamin Henry Latrobe, 1799-1820, From Philadelphia to New Orleans, Volume 3, (New Haven, Connecticut, Yale University Press, 1980), p. 65.

* STOP ORDER OF 1798 - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
Shortly after, the Commissioners xe "Labor dispute of 1798\:Firing of the carpenters at the President's House"fired the carpen​ters at the President's House.

            
              Washington, 12th May 1798

Sir,

      As we shall some-time next month commence the Executive Office, and our funds are not sufficient for carrying on that Building and we shall stop the carpenters' work at the Presidents house, for the present season, at least, after the 9th of June of which you are requested to give the workmen notice that they may suffer as little inconvenience as possible.

                            
We are, sir, etc.

                        
          G. Scott

                  
                W. Thornton

            
                      A. White

(To:) Mr. James Hoban

      "That they may suffer as little inconvenience as possible," was a particularly caustic comment by the Commissioners.  Most of these men had been with Hoban since he arrived in the new Federal city.  Moreover, some had bought lots and owed money on those lots.  Discharge at the beginning of the new construction season at a location remote from any population center was a major catastrophe for these men and their families.  Given this, probably some of the carpenters at the President's House asked to be included in the work force at the Capitol.  The xe "Labor dispute of 1798\:Selecting fired carpenters to work at the Capitol"Commission​ers selected who they wanted and informed Hadfield who he was to hire from the President's House.

            

       Commissioners' Office 23d May 1798

Sir,

      The Board yesterday desired Mr. Hoban to lend five Carpenters and two apprentices from the Presi​dents House to the Capitol. You will therefore let them to work. They are xe "Thomson, George, carpenter\:Hired to work at the Capitol, 1798"Thomson and his apprentice, Lxe "Lenox, Peter, carpenter\:Hired to work at the Capitol, 1798"ennox and his apprentice, John xe "Nixon, John, carpenter\:Hired to work at the Capitol, 1798"Nixon, Robert xe "Aull, Robert, carpenter\:Hired to work at the Capitol, 1798"Aull and Patrick xe "Healey, Patrick, carpenter\:Hired to work at the Capitol, 1798"Haly. We are, sir, etc.

                        
                 G. Scott

                  
                       W. Thornton

            
                             A. White

(To:) Mr. Hadfield

      Thomson was George Thomson who along with Patrick Healey had just begun that year as carpenters on the President's House.  John Nixon had begun the year earlier, 1797.  Lenox was Peter Lenox, who had written the Com​mis​sioners to pay superior workers at higher levels.  He and Robert Aull had worked on the President's House as carpen​ters for several years.  Thomson's apprentice was William xe "Gill, William, apprentice carpenter\:Hired to work at the Capitol, 1798"Gill; Lenox's apprentice was Phillip xe "Garlick, Phillip, apprentice carpenter\:Hired to work at Capitol, 1798"Garlick.

      The only substantial work that was to continue at the President's House in 1798 was the xe "Slate roofing, President's House\:Absence of contractor"slate roofing, through a contract with Orlando xe "Cook, Orlando\:Contractor for slate roofing at President's House"Cook.
  But even this work lan​guished due to the absence of the contractor.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 276-278.

* TERMINATING JAMES HOBAN (1800) (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM), WASHINGTON, D.C. 
      But with these concessions to the xe "Carpenters fired in 1800"carpenters, the Commissioners also terminated them.  And for good measure they also fired James xe "Hoban, James, Architect\:Fired in 1800"Hoban.

Orderd. that Notice be given to the workmen at the Presidents House that the Board mean all Operations wether the Presidents house cease after Saturday the first of November & that the Salary of the Superin​tendent (indistinct) shall cease on the suceeding Saturday & that Mr. Monroe deliver to Mr. Hoban (indistinct) Copy of this Order.
  

      It has not been recorded whether the workmen expect​ed to be released so early, but certainly James Hoban did not.  xe "Hoban, James, Architect\:Response to Commissioners' Firing of 1800"He indicates this to the Commissioners in his letter of October 29, 1800.

Gentlemen

     I Recd. your order of the 24th inst. directing that the operations at the Presidents House cease after the 1st of November, and that the Sallary of the Superintendent cease on the succeeding saturday--        Having entered into an engagement with the former Commissioners to carry into execution my plan of the Presidents House, at a fixed yearly Sallary, I always felt myself in duty bound to fulfill that ingagement, by not undertaking any work that would interfere with the Public business--- Under this imprission I declined two offers during the present month to do business on my own acct. which I would not have done had I been cirtain that the work of the Presidents House would be so soon brought to a close.  whin so much remains yet to be done, or if brought to a close that my Sallary was to cease.      

      Thus I have thought proper to lay before the Board the above statement for their consideration, and to inform them that I have recd. no compensation for my services at the Capitol since March last---

                            I am Gentlemen

      
                      Your obt. Servant

            
                   James Hoban

This letter received some, although not much, satis​faction from the Commissioners.  The Commissioners extend​ed Hoban to January 1st.

Sir                                        

      We have your favor of Yesterday and in answer must observe, that according to your own view of this business, the parts of the Presidents' House ordered to be finished this Season, were to be completed before the time your Salary has been ordered to cease; and when your Services ceased it was material to sippose that so should the Salary. We shall howev​er agree that your Salary may continue until the first of January next, you paying attention to the object that may require it. As to any increase of Salary for your Services at the Capitol we cannot consent to it, having considered the additional hundred Guineas per annum as a compensation for all extra Services. We are, sir, etc.

(To:) Mr. James Hoban                G. Scott

      
                               W. Thornton

            
                         A. White

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 303-305.

* TERMINATING WORKERS AT THE PRESIDENT'S HOUSE (1800) - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      But with these concessions to the xe "Carpenters fired in 1800"carpenters, the Commissioners also terminated them.  And for good measure they also fired James xe "Hoban, James, Architect\:Fired in 1800"Hoban.

Orderd. that Notice be given to the workmen at the Presidents House that the Board mean all Operations wether the Presidents house cease after Saturday the first of November & that the Salary of the Superin​tendent (indistinct) shall cease on the suceeding Saturday & that Mr. Monroe deliver to Mr. Hoban (indistinct) Copy of this Order.
  

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 303.

* THORNTON, WILLIAM - COMMISSIONER OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
      William Thornton was appointed as a Commissioner also in 1794, at the age of thirty-five.  It is difficult to characterize Thornton but he was a self-described architect who won the design competition for the Capitol.  But Thornton possessed no experience or training as an architect or a builder and his design for the Capitol, as we have seen from Washington's criticism of the design competition, had serious flaws.  Yet he continued to maintain he was an architect of the first order and this insistence would become a factor in the future of the public buildings construction.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 226.

* TIBER CREEK/JAMES CREEK CUT CANAL (WASHINGTON, D.C. - 1792)
3rd August 1792

"The following advertisement was ordered to be published in the GeorgeTown, Alexandria and Baltimore papers.

August 3d 1792

The Commissioners are desirous at their meeting on the first of September to enter into a contract for making a Cut 15 feet in width from the tide water of Jame's Creek to that of the Tiber -- Those who may (be?) disposed to undertake it will receive necessary information from Mr. Ellicott.

Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners', National Archives, Microfilm Publication M-371, Roll 1.

1st September 1792

"Sundry proposals for cutting the Canal, agreeable to Advertizement (sic), were received and the following notice, respecting the manner in which the canal was to be executed by the Contractor was published to wit -- The Canal to be cut from the Tide water of the Tiber to the tide water of James's Creek is measured, it is in length one mile & eighth; its breadth at continuance not more than 12 feet.  The bottom is designed to two feet below the common low water.  The earth to be thrown on both sides & the whole laid at least three feet from the edge of the cut.  Mr. Herbaugh has calculated the cut contains 21760 solid yards.  Possibly the accuracy of his levelling (sic) & calculation may not be so great as that the work ought to be settled on it.  It is therefore proposed to contract by the cubic yard ... It will be executed that this should be entered on by the middle of Sept. n (next?) with a force not less than thirty hands & to be finished by the 1st of July next -- reasonable advances of Money will be made occasionally,..."

"The said Patrick Whelan agrees on his part to cut the Canal from the tidewater of James's Creek to the tide water of the Tiber ... the Commissioners on their part agree to pay the said Whelan sixteen pence current money for each cubic yard of earth cut and removed out of the said Canal and three hundred dollars besides in satisfaction for removing stumps.  The money to be advanced on account in the discretion of the Comrs. according to the progress of the work leaving more value done than advances.  Rock left, if any to be deducted in measurement."

Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners, National Archives, Microfilm Publication M-371, Roll 1, pp. 131-132.

* TIMBER FOR BUILDING (MOFFAT & NESMITH - 1798)

TIMBER FOR BUILDING

Any quantity of Timber for buildings, of any size, Joist or Scantling of any demension, Frames made after any plan, and feather edged weather boarding, all of the best Yellow poplar, may be had applying to

WILLIAM MOFFAT or

EBENEZER NESMITH

Who have for sale about one hundred cords of good WOOD, which they will deliver at Dyer's ferry, Eastern branch, at the shortest notice.

A line directed to either of them, and left with Mr. Lewis Deblois, will be immeidately attended to.

Washington, January 6, 1798

Washington Gazette, January 6, 1798, p. 3.

* TRANSPORTING MATERIALS ONSITE

... Also on the construction site were wagons, horses and men delivering materials to the site.  One example is Mr. Joseph xe "Dove, Joseph, delivery of materials"Dove who, on March 31, 1800, wrote to the Commission​ers stating that he had never received less than $4 a day for a wagon and $2 a day for a horse and cart.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 223.

* TREASURY BUILDING
(This would have been one of the two flanking buildings on either side of the White House, the other being the War Department on the west side).

1798

1357  May 7  Commissioners  Washington, D.C.  Advertise for proposals_____one of the Exect. Offices "Treasury"

1444  Sept 17 Blagdin, Geo. Washington, D.C.  Report the walls of the Treasury building insufficient for a building of such magnitude

1442  Sept 11 Cook Chas and others Washington, D.C.   On examining the walls of the Executive Office reports materials & work good.

1444  Sept 16 Harbaugh, Leonard Washington, D.C.  Believes the Walls of the Executive Office to be sufficiently strong

Index to Letters Received, Public Buildings & Grounds, Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners..., Roll 8.

"On June 23, 1798, the Commissioners contracted with Leonard Harbaugh for the erection of a building for the Treasury Department, east of the President's House, for $39,511.  The building was to be of brick exterior, 148 feet by 57 feet six inches in area.  On August 6, 1799, the Commissioners contracted with Harbaugh for the erection of a similar building west of the President's House, for the accomodation of the other executive departments."

William Tindall, Standard History of The City of Washington: From a Study of Original Sources, H.W. Crew & Co., Knoxville, Tenn.: 1914, pages 213-214.

* TRIPPNER, GEORGE - PETITIONS COMMISSIONERS OF WASHINGTON, D.C.
Another series of exchanges on the subject of days' wages with a stone cutter in the previous year, 1792, indicates how large a gap existed.  On November 5, 1792, George Trippner, a stone cutter engaged on boundary stones
, wrote a letter to the Commis​sioners asking for additional payment for cutting letters in the boundary stones.  His letter was indexed as follows in the Records of the District of Columbia Commis​sioners.

Has worked for two months cutting 1934 characters at the small pittance of 6 Dollars per month. He wants 10 Dollars.

      The Commissioners didn't grant this request and apparently fired Trippner for this impertinence.  Approxi​mately a month later Trippner wrote to the Commissioners concerning his firing.  In that letter he raises the issue of justice for the workingman, and specifically, the issues of secret charges and the lack of a fair hearing.  Other workers would repeat these issues throughout the first Federal construction program (1791-1800).  

Gentleman, It is a pity that honest People shuld be Injured and your Carver Abused by Sycophants who make it their Bissness to abuse you with Such Charges they can not make good; the worst misfourtun that can befall an honest man is that he can not have a faire hearing and be brought face to face to his acusers.  I remain your Injured but Humble Servt...

To this incoming letter, the Secretary to the Com​missioners entered the following into the log of letters received.

Eases his conscience by expressing his opinion to the Commrs.
 

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 156-157.

* USE OF CONTRACTS TO DISCIPLINE WORKERS - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
 The firing, without notice, of Richard Gridley effectively placed all other contractors on notice that such action could be used against them.  Undoubtedly it had a chilling effect across the city.  

      In xe "Canceling Gridley's contract\:Device for disciplining workmen"canceling Gridley's contract, the Commissioners had hit upon a device for reimbursing building labor that would ensure the loyalty and deference of those workers receiving money for work -- the contract.  On one hand, the contract offered financial rewards above straight wage pay.  On the other, the holders of the contract could ruin those who didn't provide the necessary deference.  It was for these, and other, reasons that the contract became the primary device of labor-capital relationships within the building industry in the United States in the nineteenth century.  It also became the primary device to divide the master build​ers, who became the contractors for the capi​talists, from the journeymen and apprentices, who became the day workers for the contractors.  The knowledge of the masters could then be effectively used to manage the labor of the workers.  Contracts worked well with day wages.  If the contractor could obtain more labor from the workers for the same amount of pay, the bonus was his in additional profit.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 290.

*  WAGE CUTS OF 1798 (CARVERS AND CUTTER) - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
       White's information was the information that Scott and Thornton needed and wanted.  They decided not to advance the xe "Wages of the stone carvers and cutters\:Decision of 1798 not to advance wages"wages of the stone carvers and cutters during the traditional high construction season of March 1st through November 1st.  Since the workmen worked from sunup to sundown, many of them, depending on their building trade, were provided with a wage increase for those months when the longer daylight hours made longer working days.  By refusing to increase their wages during those months, the Commission​ers were dictating a wage cut.

     This wage cut was significant.  For stone cutters working at the President's House, like Robert xe "Tolmie, Robert, stone cutter\:Impact of 1798 wage cut"Tolmie, Hugh xe "Somervelle, Hugh, stone cutter\:Impact of 1798 wage cut"Somervelle, James xe "Somervelle, James, stone cutter\:Impact of 1798 wage cut"Somervelle, Alexander xe "Wilson, Alexander, stone cutter\:Impact of 1798 wage cut"Wilson and Alexan​der xe "Reid, Alexander, stone cutter\:Impact of 1798 wage cut"Reid, it represented a 30% wage cut since in the previous year (1797) they were paid 10/ per day (i.e. $1.33) during the winter months and 13/ per day (i.e. $1.73) during the construction season.  For lessor stone cutters, such as William xe "Symington, William, stone cutter\:Impact of 1798 wage cut"Symington, William xe "Bond, William, stone cutter\:Impact of 1798 wage cut"Bond, Francis xe "Bond, Francis, stone cutter\:Impact of 1798 wage cut"Bond, James xe "McIntosh, James, stone cutter\:Impact of 1798 wage cut"McIntosh, John xe "Williamson, James, stone cutter\:Impact of 1798 wage cut"Williamson, James xe "Dougherty, James, stone cutter\:Impact of 1798 wage cut"Dougherty and Thomas xe "Allen, Thomas, stone cutter\:Impact of 1798 pay cut"Allen, it represented a ten percent pay cut.  During the previous year they had been paid 10/ per day (i.e. $1.33) during the winter months and 11/ per day (i.e. $1.47) during the construc​tion season.  The Commissioners' wage cut would have paid all stone cutters 10/ per day (i.e. $1.33) during the 1798 construction season.  Stone carvers engaged at the Presid​ent's House in 1797, such as William xe "Temmener, William, stone carver\:Impact of 1798 wage cut"Temmener, John xe "Davidson, John, stone carver\:Impact of 1798 wage cut"David​son and John xe "Hogg, John, stone carver\:Impact of 1798 wage cut"Hogg, faced similar cuts.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 254-255.

*  WAGE CUTS OF 1798 (CARPENTERS) - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      The carpenters and joiners were traditionally not provided an increase of wages during the high construction months.  For them, on April 17, 1798, the Commissioners dictated an across the board xe "Carpenters pay cut of 1798"pay cut.

Ordered by the Board that after the first day of May next no Carpenter in the public Employment and en​gaged by the Day, (except one Foreman at Each Build​ing) be allowed more that nine shilling per day (i.e. $1.20) and that the Foreman of the Carpenters, Stone Cutters and Bricklayers be respectively allowed two Dollars per day and no more.

Joseph xe "Hoban, Joseph, carpenter\:Impact of 1798 wage cut"Hoban was cut from 12/6 per day (i.e. $1.67) to 9/ per day (i.e. $1.20).  Journeymen carpenters such as Peter xe "Lenox, Peter, carpenter\:Impact of 1798 wage cuts"Lenox, Robert xe "Aull, Robert, carpenter\:Impact of 1798 wage cut"Aull, William xe "Warrington, William, carpenter\:Impact of 1798 wage cut"Warrington, John xe "Nixon, John, carpenter\:Impact of 1798 wage cut"Nixon, Richard xe "Wright, Richard, carpenter\:Impact of 1798 wage cut"Wright and George xe "Sandyford, George, carpenter\:Impact of the 1798 wage cuts"Sandyford had their wages cut from the 1797 level of 10/ per day (i.e. $1.33) to 9/ per day ($1.20).  Even the foreman, John xe "Lenox, John, carpenter\:Impact of 1798 wage cuts"Lenox, had his wages cut from 17/6 per day (i.e. $2.33) to 15/ per day (i.e. $2.00).  Compounding the Commissioners' wage cuts was the suddenness of the cuts.  Carpenters such as Peter Haley, Dan Coffry, Thomas Sandyford, George Thomson, Patrick Healey, Dan Caffry, Samuel Wright and others hired for the 1798 con​struction season at 10/ per day (i.e. $1.33) found their wages reduced to 9/ (i.e $1.20) per day.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 255-256.

*  WAGE CUTS OF 1798 (IMPACT OF) - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
      To understand the impact of this wage cut on the workmen one must understand that its magnitude was compounded by the workmen's great dislike for the wage system where the fruits of additional exertion that resulted in greater production were not matched with greater reimbursement to the worker, as it had been under the piece system.  Under daily wages, the fruits of great​er exertion belonged to the Commissioners.  The Commis​sioners had moved the workmen even further from the "work by the measure" system.  The pay cut not only reduced the workers' pay, it also offended their sense of equity and justice. 

      The total impact of this unilateral wage cut must also be understood within the context of the seasonal nature of construction.  Although most of the affected workmen were provided work throughout the year, including the winter months, it is apparent from the payrolls of the time that few workmen would work a full work month during the winter months.  In contrast, during the high construction season the workmen would usually work on all work days, and sometimes on Sundays too (such as during the month of August).  Hence the total effect of this wage cut on the workers' annual wage was much more substantial than the daily percentage cut would indicate.  The following table indi​cates a representative number of days worked (and thus paid) for a select number of stone cutters at the Preside​nt's House.

            
             Stone Cutters
   

Days Worked In 1796, By Month, At The President's House
      
                  July    August  November  December
Barnard Crooke (Foreman)   29     31-1/2     25        25

Hugh xe "Sommervelle, Hugh, stone cutter\:Days worked comparison"Sommervelle           29     31-1/2     25        22

James Sommervelle          29     31-1/2     25        22

Alexander Reid             29     31         25        25

Alexander Wilson           29     31         24        24

Francis Brown              28-1/4 31         24        24

William Symington          28-1/2 29.7       22        22

...

       The seasonality in the building trades greatly affected monthly take home pay.  Hugh Sommervelle, James Sommervelle, Alexander Reid and Alexander Wilson, for example, would make close to £ 19 (i.e. $50) during the month of July and even more during the month of August.  But they would only make £ 11 or £ 12 ($29 to $32 per month) during the month of December.  For these men, the Commis​sioners' decision not to advance their wages during the high construction season represented a 36 to 42% cut in monthly take home pay.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 256-258.

* WAR DEPARTMENT BUILDING
(One of the two buildings flanking the White House, the other being the Treasury, east of the White House).

1799 July 23  Vol. 5  Page 241  Architect Jas. Hoban, Capitol  Requesting an Estimate for building the War Dept. west of Executive Mansion.

Index to Letters Sent, Public Buildings and Grounds, Roll 3, Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners...
* WASHINGTON BRIDGE (1809)

141.  "St. John's Church, in the city of Washington ..."
[Inscription in an unidentified hand]

1816

Pencil, pen and ink, watercolor

12.8 cm x 22.2 cm (5-1/16 in. x 8-3/4 in.)

B.H. Latrobe

St. John's Church, Washington, D.C. ...

Latrobe made this drawing to record the general appearance of one of his works, St. John's Church, along with both the appearance of the President's House, or White House, in the course of its reconstruction after the British fire of 1814 and the appearance of the general setting.  ... The distant landscape includes a last public work, the mile-long Washington Bridge, completed in 1809.  Burned at both its north and south ends by British and American forces during the war, the bridge was restored to normal business in 1816.  Today the bridge site is occupied by the Fourteenth Street Bridge, also known as the Mason Memorial Bridge.

Carter, Edward C. II, John C. Van Horne and Charles E. Bownell (Editors), Tina H. Sheller (Associate Editor), Latrobe's View of America, 1795-1820: Selections from the Watercolors and Sketches, (New Haven: Published for the Maryland Historical Society by Yale University Press, 1985), 400 pages, p. 340; illustration on p. 341.  Located in study upstairs.

* WASHINGTON CITY CANAL - WASHINGTON, D.C.
58.  For the history of the canal see Cornelius W. Heine, "The Washington City Canal," Records of the Columbia Historical Society 53-56 (1956), I-27 ...

Pamela Scott, "'This Vast Empire': The Iconography of the Mall, 1791-1848,"

Richard Longstreth (Editor), The Mall in Washington, 1791-1991, Studies in the History of Art 30, Center for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts Symposium Papers XIV, (Hanover and London: National Gallery of Art, Washington, Distributed by the University Press of New England, 1991).  Copy in the HABS/HAER Library. P. 57, footnote 58.

* WASHINGTON DANCING ASSEMBLY
"The Washington Dancing Assembly meets tomorrow evening, at the Eastern Branch Hotel."

Washington Gazette, January 11, 1797, p. 3.


Please to take Notice

That the City of Washington Dancing Assembly will be held at the Eastern Branch Hotel, on THURSDAY EVENING, the 26th inst.

By order of the Managers

Washington, Jan. 25

Washington Gazette, January 25, 1797, p. 3.

(The other dancing assembly was the Amicable Dancing Assembly).

* WASHINGTON LIBRARY

Washington Library

   Those members of the Library Company who have not paid their Half-yearly Subscription are requested to pay the same, before the first of February.

   By Order of the Trustees.

N.KING, Librarian

January 16, 1797

Ladies and Gentlemen desirous of partaking of the advantages of this useful institution, will please to send their names to the Subscriber, at the Surveyor's Office

Washington Gazette, January 18, 1797, p. 3 (and on).

* WASHINGTON QUARRY
4th to 11th July 1794  "The Stone quarry in the City is to be conducted by Mr. Oneill -- Capt. Williams is to furnish him with the number of Hands and what assistance he may want -- the produce and expences to be between the Public and Mr. Greenleaf  Mr. Oneill is requested to take a view of the public free stone quarry working at Aquia Creek when convenient to him."

Records of the Commissioners, p. 263 (Roll 1).

July 30 1794  "...He (i.e. Capt. Williams) is directed to Keep yearly hirelings at work from sunrise to sunset particularly the negroes."

Records of the Commissioners, p. 272 (Roll 1).

*  WHITE, ALEXANDER - COMMISSIONER OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
      The last of the new Commissioners was Alexander xe "White, Alexander, Commissioner"White, from Frederick County, Virginia.  A lawyer and ex-congress​man, White was appointed as a Commissioner in 1795, at the age of fifty-seven.
  It was to be White's task, because of his experience as a former Congressman, to gain Congres​sional support for the Federal construction program in Washington. 

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 226-227.

* WHITE HOUSE - BRITISH BURNING (August 24, 1814)
      The xe "Burning of the White House, by the British on August 24, 1814"burning of the White House, by the British on August 24, 1814, is described by xe "Mrs. Samuel Harrison Smith description of Burning"Mrs. Samuel Harrison Smith.

We drank tea at Mrs. Thornton's, who described to us the manner in which they conflagrated the President's H., and other buildings, - 50 men, sailors and ma​rines, were marched by an officer, silently thro' the avenue, each carrying a long pole to which was fixed a ball about the circumference of a large plate - When arrived at the building, each man was station'd at a window, with his pole and machine of wild-fire against it, at the word of command, at the same instant the windows were broken and this wild-fire thrown in, so that an instantaneous conflagration took place and the whole building was wrapt in flames and smoke. The spectators stood in awful silence, the city was light and the heavens redden'd with the blaze....

      Mrs. Smith also provides us with a vivid xe "Description of Washington after 1814 burning"description of what Washington looked like in the aftermath of the British burning.

We found the house just as we had left it, and the vestige of no enemy, but the hurricane of Thursday which had blown down fences and trees. Julia and Ann cook'd us up a little dinner and in the afternoon we rode to the city. We pass'd several dead horses. The poor Capitol! Nothing but its blacken'd walls re​mained! 4 or 5 houses in the neighborhood were like​wise in ruins...these houses were so thoroughly destroy'd as the House of Representatives and the President's House. Those beautiful pillars in that Representatives Hall were crack'd and broken, the roof, that noble dome, painted and carved with such beauty and skill, lay in ashes in the cellars beneath the smouldering ruins, were yet smoking. In the P.H. not an inch, but its crack'd and blacken'd walls remain'd.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 307-308.

* WHITE HOUSE - EXISTENCE OF CORNERSTONE PLATE
      The cornerstone plate laid on October 13, 1792, is still believed to be in the wall, despite the extensive renova​tions done to the building during 1815-1817, 1949-1952 and at other times.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 139.

* WHITE HOUSE - HADFIELD REPORT OF FIRE DAMAGE (1814)
      George Hadfield, in October 1814, was instructed by the Senate to inspect all of the damaged building and to report, including a cost estimate for its restoration.  His report stated that the entire interior of the building, being constructed of combustible materials, had been destroyed but that some of the external and internal walls, as well as much of the basement, remained uninjured.

xe "Report of George Hadfield on burned public buildings"Report of the undersigned respecting the present state of the Public Building with the best mode of securing them from further injury by the weather and the expences necessary to effect a complete restora​tion; submitted in conformity to a request made by the Superintendent of the City, in consequence of a resolution from the Hon., the Senate of the United States, dated October 1814...

The Presidents house. This elegant Palace, from its having built in the interior, also entirely of com​bustible materials, has suffered immensely; particu​larly in the superstructure of the external walls; there is, however, a great portion of them that remains uninjured as also the greater part of the Basement Story, and the interior party walls.

Any means taken to prevent this Building from receiv​ing further injury by the weather, would be ultimate​ly useless; from the great portion of the walls that will have to be taken down, previous to their resto​ra​tion...

      xe "Hadfield, George, Architect\:Estimate of Cost of Reconstruction"Hadfield, in the same document, estimated that it would take $692,000 to restore the public buildings of Washington.

Recapitulation of the estimate for restoring the Public Buildings to their former state.

For taking down all the ruinous parts of the Capitol,

and removing all the ruins and rubbish; scaffolding

and labour included.....................    $20,000

Ditto for the Presidents house..........     25,000

Ditto for the two Offices...............      9,000

For restoring the Capitol to its former state,

workmanship, labour and materials included..340,000    Ditto for the President's house..........   270,000

Ditto for the two Offices................    27,000

            


   Total of the expence............$ 692,000

                              
    George Hadfield
 

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 308-309.

* WHITE HOUSE - HOBAN REPORT OF FIRE DAMAGE (1815)
      No work was done on these buildings during the severe winter of 1814-1815.  On April 22, 1815, the Com​missioners asked James Hoban, the original builder of the President's House, to investigate and report to them.  His xe "Report of James Hoban on reconstruction of public buildings"report, in part, states as follows.

      Altho it is not in my power at present to give you all the information required by your letter of the 22nd inst. I am enabled to give you my opinion as required in the first part of that letter relative to preserving the Presidents House, and also my opinion as to Fire Proof adjoining the Treasury Office men​tioned in the same letter.

      "Ist What steps are most immediately necessary in addition to what has been already done to preserve what remains of the Presidents House-"

      In answer to this inquiry I give it as my opinion that it is not necessary to take any measures to preserve the walls of the Presidents house; they have been exposed to the frost, snow, and rain during a severe winter, and all the parts of the work that was defective, have been so acted on by the weather as to be now easily pointed out, and those parts must be taken down when that building progress's in its repairs, but the sound parts of the work which is all intended to remain, will receive no further injury from the weather, if they should remain in their present state for several years to come--

      To cover walls with plank or something like a Roof is the usual way of protecting new walls from the weather, but the walls of the Presidents House has no analogy to new work as the defective parts in the case of the President's house can only be effect​ed by the weather, which parts it is more desirable to find out than conceal, and to cover it in either way a work of such magnitude as the Presidents house, would be attended with a very considerable expense, and in my opinion answer no good purpose...

      In the same letter, he indicates the xe "Preliminary arrangements for reconstruction"preliminary arrangements for the beginning of the reconstruction of the President's House.

      The Stone cutters Shed is now ready for opera​tions in that line and a Work shop for the carpenters is progressing, which will be put up between the Presidents house and the Treasury Office, and will ansr. for the work of the fire proof also...

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 309-311.

* WHITE HOUSE - LAYING OF THE CORNERSTONE
      On October 13, 1792, the cornerstone of the xe "President's House\:Laying the Cornerstone on October 13, 1792"President's House was laid.  The Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners reports the xe "Cornerstone laying ceremony"ceremony.

October 13th 1792 - The Commrs of the City (of) Washington

The Commissioners accompanied by a numerous collec​tion of Free-Masons, Architects and of the Inhibitants (sic) of the City of Washington and George Town went in proces​sion and laid the first corner stone of the Presidents house.

      In a letter written by a gentleman in Philadelphia to a friend in Charleston, dated October 20, 1792, the follow​ing account is given of that cornerstone laying.  In the toasts given, it is noteworthy that the toasts included "To the French Nation" (number 7) and "The Rights of Man and the author of Common Sense" (number 10).  A number of labor historians have pointed out the deep affinity between Tom Paine and the working classes of the late eighteenth century -- an affinity that would extend well into the nineteenth centu​ry.
  Although the affinity for Paine would contin​ue, his ideas and the egalitarian and democratic values con​tained therein would no longer be a major part of the culture of the working man.  By reconstruction (1815-1817), there would be no reference to the French people or Thomas xe "Paine, Thomas\:Influence in 1792"Paine in the toasts of​fered.

      On Saturday the 13 inst. the first stone was laid in the south-west corner of the president's house, in the city of Washington, by the Free Masons of George-town and its vicinity, who assembled on the occassion. The procession was formed at the Fountain Inn, George-town, in the following order, viz.

      1. The Free Masons, in masonic order

      2. The commissioners of the fed. building.

      3. Gentlemen of the town & neighborhood.

      4. The different artificers, etc.

They proceeded in procession to the president's square. The ceremony was performed by brother Casane​va, master of the lodge, who delivered an oration well adapted to the occasion. Under the stone was laid a plate of polished brass, with the following inscription:

      "This first Stone of the President's House was laid the 13th Day of October, 1792, and in the 17th Year of the Independence of the United States of America.

      

  George Washington, President
        


Thomas Johnson,

        


Doctor Stewart,(sic) Commissioners
        


Daniel Carroll,

        


James Hoban, Architect
        


Collen Williamson, Master-Mason
                      

Vivat Republica"

After the ceremony was performed they returned, in regular order, to Mr. Sutter's xe "Fountain Inn"Fountain Inn, where an elegant dinner was provided, and the following toasts given in honor of the day:

1. The fifteen United States.

2. The President of the United States.

3. Our worthy brothers.

4. District of Columbia: may it flourish as the centre of the political and commercial interests of America.

5. The city of Washington: may time render it worthy of the name it bears.

6. Constitutional liberties of the people of the United States of America.

7. The French nation: a happy issue to their strug​gles for liberty and justice.

8. Marquis de la Lafayette.

9. The masonic brethren throughout the universe.

10. The Rights of Man and the author of Common Sense.

11. The fair daughters of America.

12. The memory of those who have bled in the cause of liberty.

13. General Wayne and the western army: may their efforts be crowned by a speedy and honorable peace.

14. The governor and state of Maryland.

15. The governor and state of Virginia.

16, May peace, liberty and order extend from pole to pole.

The whole concluded with the greatest harmony and order.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 136-138.

* WHITE HOUSE CONSTRUCTION - NAILS
      Nails were another building material needed in large numbers.  The structure of the President's House consisted of masonry bearing walls and wooden structural members assembled through mortise and tenon and other joinery connections.  Though not relying on nail connections (as the later xe "Balloon frame"balloon frame system of framing would), the President's House still required a huge number of nails for various purposes.  On November 5, 1792, the Commis​sioners ordered the following advertisement to be pub​lished for an adequate supply of xe "Nails\:Advertisement for, 1792"nails.

The Commissioners...will also contract for the fol​lowing quantity of nails to wit

  
150,000  of  4d

  
 50,000  of  6

150,000  of  8 including 90,000 clouts for slating

150,000  of 10

 50,000  of 12

150,000  of 24

    
 15,000  of 30

   
 15,000  of 40

and for the following quantity of brads

   
 50,000  of  2

   
150,000  of  3        20lb of needle points

   
150,000  of  4

   
150,000  of  6

      These nails would, of course, be hand wrought and therefore relatively expensive.  The sizes indicated were by the penny, indicated by "d" -- the same system that is used today.  The substantial number of long nails ordered, 30 and 40 penny nails, indicates the size of the heavy timber members being used in the building.
 

        John xe "Dorsey, John"Dorsey was the successful contractor and was informed that his offer had been accepted on March 13, 1793.
  Another supplier of nails was George xe "Grundy, George"Grundy of xe "Baltimore"Baltimore.
  A local supplier was Michael xe "Shanks, Michael\:Operation of nailery"Shanks who operated a nailery on Greenleaf point.  A typical order (in part) read as follows.

                           Washington  June 7th 1796

Delivered for the use of the Presedants House

          To 230 lb  of  10 d nails   @ 1/1  £ 12 : 9 : 2

          To 230 lb  of  20 d  Do         £ 12 : 11: 4

          To  30 lb  of  30 d  Do         £  4 : 12: 6

                ...

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 185-187.

* WHITE HOUSE CONSTRUCTION - ROOFING (1797)
Washington, June 17, 1797

(To:) MR. MORE (Editor)

Sir...

   
Among other circumstances that have particularly pleased me is the information that your Commissioners have determined to cover the President's House with Potomac Slates -- and I was led to this enquiry by UNEXPECTEDLY seeing the Roof of that elegant Building raising! -- A sight truly enliveng. -- for no doubt can now exist of the state and practicability of it's completion when that building is covering at so early a day...

VIATOR 
 

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 242.

* WHITE HOUSE CONSTRUCTION - WORKFORCE SIZE
      Although data on the number of workers engaged on the President's House is not available for the early years of construction (1793-1794), good data is available for the years 1795-1800, subdivided by trade.  The size of the work force on the xe "President's House\:Size of work force"President's House is shown below for the years 1795-1800:

ESTIMATE OF WORK FORCE AT THE PRESIDENT'S HOUSE, 1795-1800                1795    1796    1797    1798    1799    1800
Stone Carvers   5       3       5       0       0       0

Stone Cutters  19      12      13      14       0       2

Bricklayers     4       5       3       1       1       0

Carpenters     15      14      22      15       9      34

Cabinetmakers   0       0       0       4       4       0

Painters       0       0       0       3       3       3

Sawyers         8*      8*      8*      2*      2*      2*

Laborers       24       7       2       2       2       2

Plasterers      0       0       0       0       0       6      TOTALS      75      49      53      41      21      49    * Estimate                                             

          To these numbers would have to be added those on site that were delivering building materials, providing provisions and other services.  It was, for its time, a large work force.  And it was an experienced work force, particularly in the stone carving, stone cutting and brick laying trades.  The assembly of that work force was begun in the years 1792 and 1793, although actual construction began in 1793.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 200-201.

* WASHINGTON, D.C. - STONE VS. STONE-FACED BUILDINGS
And, as seen in the previous chapter, it was generally decided that the buildings be of stone appearance.  But that still left the question of xe "Stone bearing walls vs. stone faced brick"stone bearing walls vs. stone faced brick walls, the latter being more economical.  This was resolved by the Commissioners on September 23, 1793 -- the public buildings would be constructed of brick for economy and faced with stone for appearance.

The Commrs. resolve that the inner part of the walls of the Presidents House from their present height, and the inner parts of the Capitol from the water table be made of sound strong bricks and request Mr. xe "Hoban, James, Architect\:Furnish estimate for bricks"Hoban to provide with that view so that there may be no stop or delay for want of such bricks. The facing of the walls of these buildings are to be made of free stone and the necessary provision is to be made in time for that purpose.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 136-138.

* WHIP SAWYERING - ESTIMATED RATE OF CUTTING
      One entry allows us to estimate how fast a team of two men using a xe "Whip saw \:Speed"whip saw in a pit could cut timber.  On December 4, 1795, Duvall xe "Lucas, Duvall, sawyer"Lucas was paid $9.00 for sawing 275-1/2 feet of mahogany.  xe "Mahogany"Mahogany is a special case because special care had to be taken with this expensive wood.  Estimating payment at $1.00/day for Duvall Lucas and a similar payment to his fellow workman and estimating that they worked ten hours a day (it was December), $9.00 would have paid for 90 man hours or 45 hours/man, suggesting this team of two men was able to cut approximately 6 feet of mahogany board per hour.  

      
Another payment provides an example of oak sawyer​ing.

Work done for the Commisrs. of the Federal Buildings by

Doctor Blakes hands at the Presidents Sqr.

To  sawing 2100 feet in Oak Joists

            
         @ 12 pr.£  12..12.. 0
                                            James xe "Hoban, James, Architect\:Payment for sawyering by slaves"Hoban

                      (Received by James H. Blake)

      A total of $33.60 was paid for this work.  The rate for the team of slave sawyers, owned by Doctor Blake, was 12 shillings a day, or $1.60 a day for both.  It took this team approximately 21 days to complete sawing 2100 feet of Oak Joists.  Assuming a twelve hour day, the team sawed approximately 8 feet of oak joists per hour, or roughly comparable to the above figure for mahogany.  

    
  These figures suggest the slow and labor intensive task of cutting wood by whip saw.  Water-powered sawmills would have greatly increased the pace of this operation.  
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* WHITE OAK SWAMP, (then) STAFFORD COUNTY, VIRGINIA
Trees were, of course, exten​sive throughout the new Federal city and surrounding countryside.  But this was second growth timber and not suitable for the large joists needed for the public build​ings, a fact conveyed to the Commissioners by James xe "Hoban, James, Architect\:Need for timber"Hoban on December 1, 1792.
  What was desired for structural members was white oak, considered the strongest of all wood.  A large supply of white oak was located in xe "White Oak Swamp"White Oak Swamp in Virginia.
  xe "Hoban, James, Architect\:Examine timber of White Oak Swamp"Hoban went to examine it and reported favorably on it to the Commissioners on January 1, 1793.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 173.

* WHITE OAK SWAMP, (then) STAFFORD COUNTY, VIRGINIA - CONTRACTING FOR WOOD
      But soon, as was the case with the quarrying and brickmaking opera​tions, the Commissioners decided to utilize a contractor for the necessary felling, squaring, scoring and transporting.  In December 1793, James xe "Hoban, James, Architect\:Contract to Henry Lee for timber"Hoban presented the following contract for providing timber, entered into with Henry xe "Lee, Henry\:Contract for White Oak"Lee, to the Commissioners.

Articles of Agreement entered into this Day of December one thousand seven hundred and ninety three.  Between James Hoben (sic) and Henry Lee of Strafford.  Wittnesseth that the said Hoben agrees to and with the said Lee for three thousand pound Maryland cur​rency (i.e. $8000) worth of Yellow Poplar and White Oak timber, to be delivered by the said Henry Lee on the Potomac, and on a navigable part of Monroe's Creek, one third whereof by the last day of June, one third by the last day of July, and one third by the last day of August next, at the said Lee's Estate called Strafford and (indistinct) from twenty to thirty five feet in length, not less than fifteen inches square, and well squared, for which timber so delivered the said Hoben obliges himself to pay to the said Lee his heirs or assigns, eight and one half penny per cubic foot, one third of the said money is acknowledged to be paid on the delivery of this contract...
   

     The record indicates that other contractors were also used, such as the contract entered into with Parrott and Blake.
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* WHITE OAK SWAMP, (then) STAFFORD COUNTY, VIRGINIA - WOOD FOR THE WHITE HOUSE
      Early in 1793 the Commissioners made arrangements for xe "Timber\:White Oak"timber for structural purposes.

Captn. Monroe is requested to employ 12 hands for the squaring and what hands may be necessary for scoring in of the Timber now getting for the Federal Build​ings in the White Oak Swamp near Roziers creek in Virginia - The people who have been employed in felling Timber having been furnished or partly fur​nished with axes by Mr. White. The Commrs. are will​ing to pay for the use of those Axes or take them at their cost for the public, at Mr. White's choice. Capt. Monroe is request​ed to provide for the subsis​tence of the hands plenti​fully on the best terms he can; any reasonable advances will be made on notice to the Commissioners to prevent the advance of his money.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 117.

* WILLIAMSON QUARREL WITH JAMES HOBAN (1794)
Williamson reported his side of the conflict to the Commissioners, on June 5, 1794.

City of Washington 5th June 1794

Gentlemen...

       My part of this agreement I have faithfully performed. I got the work into a proper train at first and afterwards conducted it with pleasure, until my fellow servant (i.e. Hoban) began to middle (meddle) with the men under my direction, but have had verie little pleasure since that unfortunate event, In order to remedy this evel I wish it may be agreeable to the Commissioners that every man who hets (has?) under them should be accountable for his own conduct only, and the bussiness would go on with propriety and harmony. At present I have only apart of the men under my Superin​tendence and my authority so much weakened by improper interference that I can scarecely enforce obedience, where as by agreement above recited I ought to have the general direction of the stone cutting and masons, and a couple and full authority flowing immidiantly from you, otherwa​ys how can I be accountable for either the beauty or durability of the work, How can I adjust their ac​counts when I know nither the time nor the wages of a great part of them, I consider the commis​sioners as also a court of Justice befor whom I can plead my cause, with confidence because I expect that for their honour they will have my agreement fulfild in all points, It would be too tedious to relate the troubles I have had collecting hands from all parts of the country...
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      The conflict between Williamson and Hoban would continue, until May 28, 1795, when the Commissioners fired Williamson in another effort to clear the lines of authority.
  The extreme animosity between Williamson and Hoban is captured in xe "Williamson, Collen\:Conflict James Hoban"Williamson's letter to the Commis​sioners in March of 1796, when he tried to become reemployed at the public works.

    ...I am not the man that was represented to you, I am not an Irish vagbon (i.e. vagabond) I was raisd in another soile, and nothwith standing of my honest prime pels (?) I have more experience in buildings than one man in the Continent at least I have don more weighty buildings, besides I was taught archestry both in Scotland and New York, I expect by this time you have seen some part of carrals and Hobans cloven foot My therefores, I began the first storry of the Presidents House the 8th April 93 and completed it by the 7th August following all stone in and out four feet below ground and 12 above it is observed to any that is Judge that the work is good and that there hath not been Irish performence since or the house would been finished ...
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* WIND SAWMILL - FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.
Whip sawing was used to cut the wood.  Sawing using xe "Whip saws"whip saws, one man above and the other below (in the pit), is hard business and would have been considered semi-skilled.  Perhaps because of a shortage of sawyers by Novem​ber of 1793 xe "Hoban, James, Architect\:Investigating wind powered sawmills"Hoban was investigating xe "Wind powered sawmills"wind power for the cutting of timber.

Mr. Hoban is desirous to write to South Carolina to get information of the experience of a Wind Saw Mill and to enquire if a good workman can be got to do the work.

      This technological solution, like the Commissioners' inquiries into the stone cutting machine, also came to naught.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 177.

Slaves and free blacks provided much of the power that cut the timber that was used in the President's House.xe "Slaves\:As sawyers"  And because sawyering was such difficult work, these men were given additional funds, over and above that paid to their masters, to provide incentive to do this task.  A typical sawyer payroll, for August 1795, provides evidence of that incentive pay.

Receiv'd of Chrisr. Richmond the sums affixed to our respective Names being for Extra Wages allowed to us as Sawyers at the Presidents House in the Month August 1795

      
Negro Simon       30      7/6      11...5.0

      
Jerry             30      1/        1..10.0

      
Jess              30      1/        1..10.0

      
Charles           30      1/        1..10.0

      
Len               30      1/        1..10.0

      
Dick              30      1/        1..10.0

      
Bill              17      1/        0..17.0

      
Jim               17      1/        0..17.0
          
                            £  20..0.0

          Dollr. 54-53/100    Witness  Bennett Mudd

      This payroll lists, left to right, the names of the slaves, followed by the number of days they worked in August, followed by the daily rate in shillings and pence and, finally, by the totals earned for that month.  Slaves rarely had last names.  Negro Simon was obviously paid extra, $1.00 per day (i.e. 7/6), to function as the over​seer for these four teams of sawyers.  The remaining slaves were paid $0.13/day (i.e. 1/) -- not much but more than what they would have received on other assignments.  The payroll indicated that these slaves worked 30 days during the month of August.  Working 30 days in a month is quite unusual -- usual​ly Sundays were days of rest, even for slaves.  But August was a high construction month where even Sundays were worked and these bonuses may have been paid to insure that high productivity would result. 

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 177-178.

* WOOD FOR THE WHITE HOUSE - FAILURE TO MEET CONTRACTS
And as with the contracts for freestone, the Commis​sioners had numerous problems in gaining the material contracted for.  In 1796, for example, the Commissioners wrote to Parrot and Blake that their failure to deliver timber had resulted in a work stoppage of the carpenters at the President's House.

I am directed by the board to inform you that the Carpenters at the Presidents house are stopped from proceeding with their framing, for want of the oak timber, contracted to be delivered by you; and that unless the Timber is delivered in the course of a few days, they will be under the necessity of putting your contract in suit...

Lee also had problems delivering the desired timber called for under the contract of December 1793.  As late as February 1798 the Commissioners issued him a check for $1556.40 for timber deliveries between October 1794 to 1798.
  The Commissioners tried other sources for joists of white oak, some as long as 52 feet in length.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 176.

* WORKER STANDARD OF LIVING - 1815 vs 1840
Fifty years after the above wage rates for the construction of the President's House, the Government was paying as little as $1.75/day for bricklayers and $2.00/day for stonecutters.
  As E.P. Thomp​son has said, there has been a lot of aca​demic discussion in England and America, much of it ideological, about whether the industrial revolution and the advance of capitalism brought an increase in the standard of living for the worker.  The discussion has become extremely muddled.

What we can say with confidence is that the artisan felt that his status and standard-of-living were under threat or were deteriorating between 1815 and 1840.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, pp. 198-199.

* WORKERS HOUSING - WASHINGTON, D.C.
The workers for the President's House were housed in wood and brick struc​tures erected near the President's square.  Work from dawn to dusk required housing immediately avail​able to the work site, the absence of street lighting inhibiting even short walks to the building site.  The accommodations that the Commission​ers erected for the workers were spartan.

The Commrs. think it will be best to erect brick xe "Housing for the workers"houses of two stories for the accommodation of the workmen divided into rooms of about 10 feet square on public lots near the President's house, two rooms to one Stack of chimneys and four rooms centered on the division line of two lots; and set back: and to go with the lots on sales hereafter. The present bricks will be applied on the brick work done by the peice (sic)...

      Similar housing was erected for the workmen working on the Capitol.
  The wealthier workmen arranged their own housing, probably in boarding houses.  The following is an example of an advertisement for a boarding house near Capitol Hill.


Boarding and Lodging

Any number of persons may be accomodated by applica​tion at the bar of the Capitol Hill Tavern, on moder​ate terms. A Shuffle Board and Nine Pin Alley are ready for those inclined to amuse themselves. Every attention will be paid to give general satisfaction to those who favour the house with their custom. Travellers may be accomodated at the shortest notice. Convenient stablage provided.

                                        ELIZABETH xe "Leslie, Elizabeth"LESLIE

P.S.  Wanted, a good COOK, to whom liberal wages (paid monthly) will be given.  Apply at above.

September 10 (1796)

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 75.

* WORKERS OWNERSHIP OF BOOKS
            
 

  
 TO BE SOLD

at Public Sale by Mr. Travers, on Wednesday at 10 o'clock in the forenoon, April 8th, at the House of Mr. Bickery on Greenleaf Point city of Wash​ington, the personal property of Samuel Moody, decsed.

Consisting of Joiners Tools in good order, by lots, wearing apparel, a Watch and sundry Books, on Architecture on History and Divinity.
   

      That a worker would own, "sundry Books, on Architec​ture on History and Divinity," was probably common, de​spite the high cost of books at the time.  The intellectu​al work of building had not yet been divided from the physical.  Learning, including the owning of books on building and other subjects, was important to the members of the artisan class.  Building societies would fre​quently develop librar​ies for the use of their members.  As the transforma​tion of the building trades progressed, the members of the building trades required less and less understanding of the mental aspects of architecture and building.  Their societ​ies tended to cease to exist and continued learning was considered less impor​tant.  

Robert J. Kapsch, " A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817, Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 64.

*  WORK SLOWDOWN OF 1799 - (FIRST FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, WASHINGTON, D.C.)
Probably the carpenters were staging a work slowdown against the Commissioners and in response to the wage cuts of 1798. 

      At approximately the same time, the Commissioners were investigating charges against Redmond Purcell, the foreman of the carpenters at the Capitol under Hoban.  These investigations led to the firing of Redmond xe "Purcell, Redmond, foreman of the carpenters, Capitol\:Fired in 1799"Purcell and four other carpenters working for Hoban at the Capi​tol, John xe "Dickey, John, carpenter\:Fired in 1799"Dickey, Thomas xe "Watkins, Thomas, carpenter\:Fired in 1799"Watkins, William xe "Keif, William, carpenter\:Fired in 1799"Keif and James xe "Tompkins, James, carpenter\:Fired in 1799"Tompkins.  The Commissioners appointed Peter xe "Lenox, Peter, carpenter\:Appointed foreman of the carpenters"Lenox as foreman of the carpenters, the same man whom Hoban refused to hire the previous year.

      The Board having had under consideration the several Depositions following to wit Samuel Fowler, Thomas Sandiford, Benjamin Bacon, Allen Wileys, Wilson Bryan and John Minors taken and now filed in the Office on the inquiry into the conduct of Redmond Purcell which said depositions were taken in the presence of the said Purcell; and having given him notice that they would hear him this day in his defence, and he having declined to attend for that purpose, Thereupon unani​mously Ordered that the said Redmond Purcell be discharged from public service it being the Opinion of the Board that he has been guilty of neglect in the execution of his duty; and is unfit for the service to which he has been ap​pointed by the Superintendent.

    Ordered unanimously that John Dickey, Thomas Watkins, William Keif and James Tompkins be dis​charged from public service: and that the superinten​dent do at the time of calling together the hands tomorrow morning read these two orders publicly to those interested. Ordered that no Superintendent here after do add or deminish the number of hands in public employment without an especial order from the Board.

      Resolved that Peter xe "Lenox, Peter, carpenter\:Appointed foreman of the carpenters at the Capitol"Lenox be appointed foreman of the Carpenters at the Capitol and that Redmond Purcell do give him immediate possession of the house now occupied by him.

Robert J. Kapsch, "A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of the White House, 1792-1817," Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993, p. 293.
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4th   All propositions made to the Board for purchas�es of property, Contracts for Materials or work by the piece shall be made in writing, and when finally determined on, the Answers of the Board shall be made in writing.


5th   All amounts Since the first of January shall be kept in Dollars and Cents, and reduced to Dollars and Cents by the Paymaster before their Allowance by the Board and all the Books of Accounts relating to the affairs of the City shall be kept in Dollars and Cents.


6th  All Accounts of Laborers and others not em�ployed by the year shall be brought in and settled once a month and no account for services performed where the Party is employed by the Day or where no other Evi�dence is produced of the truth of the amount shall be allowed unless verified, by the oath or affirmation of the party performing the Service, nor shall any Amount be paid until examined and past by the Board.


7th  Until the business of dividing Squares with original proprietors shall be finished, every Wednes�day shall be appropriated to that object.


8th  Any Subject on which the Board are about to Act may be postponed at the Instance of a Member until the Succeeding Day of Meeting for further consider�ation; but not longer without an especial order.


9th  No person employed by the Year Shall be allowed to bring in his Amount for payment oftener than once a Quarter.


10th It Shall be the duty of the Paymaster in every Instance where he has reason to believe that the person having such account has purchased public property, to examine the Books and see whether he is indebted to the public for such purchase, and if indebted, to deduct such Debt, and to pay the Amount only for such Balance as shall appear to be justly due and that this rule shall extend to all those receiving annual Salaries as well as others.


11th  That all Accounts for Materials furnished or work done shall be certified by the Superintendent employed for the public at such building for the time being, and no account for Materials or Work shall be past by the Paymaster without such Certificate and such Superinten�dent or Superintendents must be an�swerable for the due disposal of all Materials com�mitted to his Charge.


12th  That every Superintendent of the public build�ings shall quarterly, at least, make returns to the Board of all materials which have been furnished, and of the progress of the work committed to his Charge. Also an Estimate as near as existing Circum�stances will admit of the Quarters Expenses incurred on Such Work as public building... Records of the District of Columbia Commissioners, Proceedings, February 18, 1795, National Archives Microfilm Publication M-371, Roll 1, pp. 361-365.
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MONEY FOUND
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Peter Lenox
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                         LIBERAL WAGES
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SHINGLES


FOR SALE one Hundred Thousand


SHINGLES of the first quality


Cypress, by


JAMES HOBAN


CASH, or Paper negociable at the Bank of


Columbia at 30 or 60 days, with good indorsers, will be required.


Washington, October 6, 1797
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