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WASHINGTON CITY CANAL
(Also called the Washington City Canal)
Route Plans, Maps and Drawings

Route Maps, Washington Canal
Because the Washington Canal ran through the middle of Washington, D.C., it is possible to trace the evolution of its development through published Washington, D.C. city maps.

Nicholas King, Surveyor.  “A Map of the City of Washington in the District of Columbia established as the permanent Seat of the Government of the United States of America / taken from actual Surveys, as laid out on the ground.  By N. King, Surveyor of the City of Washington.”  The Washington Canal begins at the Tiber Creek immediately south of the President’s House, extends east and then south to above Maryland Avenue, southeast to South Capitol Street, and there it divides into the eastern division going to N Street, S.E. on the Eastern Branch (i.e. Anacostia River) and the western division proceeding south along Saint James Creek to Greenleaf’s Point.  Washington Canal, Washington, District of Columbia.  Printed map, 1818.  G & M, G3850  1818 .K5  Vault.

Stone.  “Map of the City of Washington in the City of Washington, Established as the Permanent Seat of the Government of the United States of America.”  [The Washington Canal exists as before but, at Tiber Creek just south of the President’s House, it meets an extension of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal brought along the river shore from Rock Creek, on the west]. Washington Canal, Washington, District of Columbia.  Printed map, 1839 (?).  G & M, G3850  1839 .S71  Vault.

S. Augustus Mitchell, publisher.  “City of Washington, Published by S. Augustus Mitchell.”  As before, the Washington Canal meets with the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal at approximately the present-day location of 17th Street, N.W. and Constitution Avenue.  Washington Canal, Washington, District of Columbia.  Printed map, 1848.  G & M, G3850  1848 .M5.

D. McClelland, engraver and publisher.  “Map of the City of Washington Established as the Permanent Seat of the Government of the United State of America 1850, Engraved and Published by D. McClelland, Washington.” As before, the Washington Canal meets with the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal at approximately the present-day location of 17th Street, N.W. and Constitution Avenue.  Washington Canal, Washington, District of Columbia.  Printed map, 1850.  G & M, G3850  1850 .M3.

Artemis Harmon, “Historical Map of the City of Washington, District of Columbia, View of the City & Location of the Houses in the Year 1801-1802, The Beginning of Washington.”  Shows the Washington Canal terminating just above Maryland Avenue (west of the present-day location of the Capitol Reflecting Pool) into the Tiber Creek.  The western division of the canal south of the Capitol, i.e. along St. James Creek, is not yet shown as a canal.  Printed map, 1931.  G & M, G3850  1802  .H3

Nicholas King Plan of Alteration of Washington Canal (1810)

Nicholas King, surveyor.  “Plan of part of the city of Washington shewing the alteration in the location of the canal since the publication of the engraved plans / Nich. King, Surveyor of the City of Washington, 5th May 1810.”  Showing the Washington Canal from west of the Capitol to the Anacostia River.  The canal divides at South Capitol Street, just south of Virginia Avenue (between F and G Streets).  On the engraved plan, the canal was shown to divide south of that area, between I and K Streets.  Both canal divisions are shown to be 80 feet wide.  Washington Canal, District of Columbia.   Photocopy of manuscript map from the National Archives and Records Administration, Cartographic and Architectural Branch, Record Group 351, 1810.  G & M, G3852.W28  1810  .D5.   

Wood Locks, Washington Canal, by Benjamin Latrobe (1810)

Benjamin Latrobe prepared five drawings in 1810 – 1811 (one of which is shown in the Introduction, see Figure 1-010) showing the construction plans for two identical wood locks for this canal: one south of N Street, S.E.,  where the canal terminated at the Eastern Branch, or Anacostia River; and one at 6th Street, N.W. in the dredged channel of Tiber Creek.  Latrobe would have been familiar with the wood locks constructed in 1795 by Leonard Harbaugh on the Little Falls by-pass canal, by the Potomac Company.

Benjamin Henry Latrobe, architect.  “Plans and sections of a wooden lock.”  Working drawing showing lock as plan, section, and detail.  At the time Latrobe executed this drawing, the Potomac Company had built wooden locks at the Little Falls Bypass Canal, which Latrobe would have been familiar.]  Washington Canal, District of Columbia.  Ink, wash, watercolor, and graphite on paper, 1810 or 1811.   Benjamin Henry Latrobe Archive, P & P, ADE – UNIT 2570, no. 1 (D size)[P&P] and LC-USZC4-272 (color film transparency).   

Benjamin Henry Latrobe, architect.  “Transverse section of lock.”  [Working drawings showing pilings and upper lock gate, in elevation.  Method of bracing lock walls is shown.]  Washington Canal, DC.  Ink, wash, and watercolor on paper, 1810 or 1811.  Benjamin Henry Latrobe Archive, P & P, ADE – UNIT 2570, no. 4 (A size)[P&P] and LC-USZC4-50 (color film copy transparency).

Benjamin Henry Latrobe, architect.  “Plan of Groundwork; Plan of the piling.”  Washington Canal, DC.  Ink, wash, and watercolor on paper, 1810 or 1811.  Benjamin Henry Latrobe Archive, P & P, ADE – UNIT 2570, no. 2 (A size)[P&P] and LC-USZC4-49 (color film transparency).

Benjamin Henry Latrobe, architect.  “Longitudinal section of the upper Gates; Plan of the Lock Floor.”  Washington Canal, DC.  Ink, wash, and watercolor on paper,  1810 or 1811.  Benjamin Henry Latrobe Archive, P & P, ADE – UNIT 2570, no. 3 (A size)[P&P] and LC-USZC4-48 (color film transparency) and LC-USZ62-37026 (b&w film neg.).

Benjamin Henry Latrobe, architect.  “Details of the Gates of the Locks.”  Washington Canal, DC.  Ink, watercolor, wash, and graphite on paper, 1810.  Benjamin Henry Latrobe Archive, P & P, ADE – UNIT 2570, no. 5 (D size)[P&P] and LC-USZC4-219 (color film transparency) and LC-USZ62-1605 (b&w film copy neg.).

Nicholas King Plan of Washington Canal, 7th to 15th Streets, N.W. (1814)

RKing, S. C. W.  “Plan of part of the City of Washington s[howing] the line of the Canal from 7th to 15th Streets, RKing S.C.W., April 1814.”  The outlet of Tiber Creek is shown to the left of this drawing marked, “Channel.” The Mall is also indicated on the map, below the line of the canal.  Washington Canal, Washington, District of Columbia.  Photocopy of manuscript map in the National Archives and Records Administration, Cartographic and Architectural Branch, Record Group 77, 1814.  G & M, G3852.W28  1814 .D5.
Howard Plan and Sections of Washington Canal (1827)
While Howard was surveying for the Maryland Canal he also developed a plan for the Washington Canal.  The function of this plan and sections are not clear but it may have been preparatory to clearing and dredging the old canal.  

W. Howard and F. Harrison, Jr., asst. civil engineers, “Washington Canal / surveyed by W. Howard & F. Harrison Jr., asst. civil engineers in the service of the U. States, April 1827.”  The plan only covers a portion of the Washington Canal, from just above Maryland Avenue (just west of the present-day Capitol Reflecting Pool) to the basin at N Street, S.E. adjacent to the Anacostia River).  The western division of the canal, where the canal split just below Virginia Avenue, is no longer shown.  Washington Canal, Washington, District of Columbia.  Photocopy of manuscript map in the National Archives and Records Administration, Cartographic and Architectural Branch, Record Group 77, 1827.  G & M, G3852.W28  1827  .H6.  
W. Howard and F. Harrison, Jr., asst. civil engineers, “Washington Canal / Sections of the Canal in its Present State, surveyed and measured by W. Howard & F. Harrison Junior, Asst. Civil Engineers in the service of the U. States, April 1827.”  Fourteen sections are shown, their location on the canal shown in the accompanying plan.  Section 1 is above Maryland Avenue west of the present-day Capitol Reflecting Pool, to Section 14, near N Street N.E. and the basin adjacent to the Anacostia River.  Superimposed over these sections are what appear to be desired canal prism sections; level of low tide (marked L – T) and the level of the towing path (marked “P”).  Washington Canal, Washington, District of Columbia.  Photocopy of manuscript map in the National Archives and Records Administration, Cartographic and Architectural Branch, Record Group 77, 1827.  G & M, G3852.W28  1827  .H6.  
Basin Design at Tiber Creek, by Benjamin Wright and Nathan Roberts Smith (1829) 


Benjamin Wright and N.S. (Nathan Smith) Roberts, engineers.  “Plan of the proposed basin at the mouth of the Tiber : [Washington, D. C.] / made Feb’y 18—1829.”   Covers northern part of Mall between 15th and 17th streets N.W., not the present location of the Tidal Basin.  Also shows “Canal” and “Proposed canal.”  Washington Canal, Washington, District of Columbia.  Photocopy of manuscript, 1829.  G & M, G3852.T48 1829.W7. 

Robert Mills Proposals For Washington Canal (1831)

In 1831, Robert Mills drew a series of proposals which would have united the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal and the Washington Canal at the foot of the proposed Washington Monument, or approximately where the present-day Constitution Avenue meets 17th Street, N.W.

Robert Mills, engineer & architect.  “Plan of the Washington Canal from the mouth of Tiber Creek to the Eastern Branch: with its connection with the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal and the proposed basins for the two canals / by Robert Mills, engineer & architect, city of Washington, September 1st 1831.”
Three plans were shown by Mills on this drawing: Plan No. 1 calls for a single lock at the junction of 17th Street, N.W. and Canal Street (i.e. Constitution Avenue) to join the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal with Tiber Creek and the Washington Canal; Plan No. 2 calls for a large basin for the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, called, “City Basin,” west of 17th Street, N.W. and south of Canal Street (i.e. Constitution Avenue); Plan No. 3 shows, “The Existing Entrance to Tiber Into the Basin.”  Also shown is a section of the basin and the canal, “through the deep cut,” and plan and section of the locks].  Washington Canal, Washington, District of Columbia.  Photocopy of original manuscript in the National Archives and Records Administration, Cartographic and Architectural Branch, Record Group 351, 1831.  G & M, G3852.W28  1831  .M5.

Lock Keeper’s House, 17th Street & Constitution, N.W.

Lock Keeper’s House, Seventeenth Street & Constitution Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C.  This structure served the lock that connected the Washington Branch of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal with that of the Washington Canal that crossed Washington, D.C. north and parallel with the Mall.  It was constructed ca. 1832 and now serves as a public restroom.  HABS Collection (HABS DC-36) includes five drawings and five photographs:

Drawings:

Steve Wynn, delineator.  “Lock Keeper’s House, 17th & Constitution Ave., Washington, D.C.”  Lock Keeper’s House, Seventeenth Street & Constitution Avenue, N.W., Washington, District of Columbia.   Title Sheet, Location Plan, Site Plan, 1880s Perspective, ink on polyester film, 1993-1994.  HABS, P & P, HABS DC-36, Sheet 1 of 5.

Steve Wynn, delineator.  “Lock Keeper’s House, 17th & Constitution Ave., Washington, D.C.”  Lock Keeper’s House, Seventeenth Street & Constitution Avenue, N.W., Washington, District of Columbia.   First Floor Plan, ink on polyester film, 1993-1994.  HABS, P & P, HABS DC-36, Sheet 2 of 5.

Steve Wynn, delineator.  “Lock Keeper’s House, 17th & Constitution Ave., Washington, D.C.”  Lock Keeper’s House, Seventeenth Street & Constitution Avenue, N.W., Washington, District of Columbia.   Second Floor Plan, ink on polyester film, 1993-1994.  HABS, P & P, HABS DC-36, Sheet 3 of 5.

Steve Wynn, delineator.  “Lock Keeper’s House, 17th & Constitution Ave., Washington, D.C.”  Lock Keeper’s House, Seventeenth Street & Constitution Avenue, N.W., Washington, District of Columbia.   North Elevation, ink on polyester film, 1993-1994.  HABS, P & P, HABS DC-36, Sheet 4 of 5.

Steve Wynn, delineator.  “Lock Keeper’s House, 17th & Constitution Ave., Washington, D.C.”  Lock Keeper’s House, Seventeenth Street & Constitution Avenue, N.W., Washington, District of Columbia.   West Elevation, Section, ink on polyester film, 1993-1994.  HABS, P & P, HABS DC-36, Sheet 5 of 5.

Photographs: 

Albert S. Burns, photographer.  “North Elevation.” Lock Keeper’s House, Seventeenth Street & Constitution Avenue, N.W., Washington, District of Columbia.  Black and white film negative, 1934-1935.  HABS, P & P, HABS DC-36, HABS, DC,WASH,12-DLC/PP-93 Nitrate.

Albert S. Burns, photographer.  “General View.”  Lock Keeper’s House, Seventeenth Street & Constitution Avenue, N.W., Washington, District of Columbia.  Black and white film negative, 1934-1935.  HABS, P & P, HABS DC-36, HABS, DC,WASH,12-DLC/PP-94 Nitrate.

Albert S. Burns, photographer.  “West End.”  Lock Keeper’s House, Seventeenth Street & Constitution Avenue, N.W., Washington, District of Columbia.   Black and white film negative, 1934-1935.  HABS, P & P, HABS DC-36, HABS, DC,WASH,12-DLC/PP-95 Nitrate.

Albert S. Burns, photographer.  “Toll Keeper’s Lodge.” Lock Keeper’s House, Seventeenth Street & Constitution Avenue, N.W., Washington, District of Columbia. Black and white film negative, 1934-1935.  HABS, P & P, HABS DC-36, HABS, DC,WASH,12-DLC/PP-96 Nitrate.

Albert S. Burns, photographer.  “Detail of Stone Work.” Lock Keeper’s House, Seventeenth Street & Constitution Avenue, N.W., Washington, District of Columbia.  Black and white film negative, 1934-1935.  HABS, P & P, HABS DC-36, HABS, DC,WASH,12-DLC/PP-97 Nitrate.
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