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    Dates Attended  
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University of Maryland         
1984-1993      

 Ph.D.     
1993




(Major: American Studies)

Catholic University            
1979-1983     

 Ph.D.     
1983




(Major: Engineering and Architecture)

George Washington University   1975-1978     

 M.A.      
1978




(Major: Historic Preservation)

George Washington University   1970-1974      

 M.S.      
1974




(Major: Management of Research and Development)

Rutgers University             
1960-1964      

 B.S.      
1964




(Major: Civil Engineering)
Recent Awards and Honors

· Selected Charles E. Peterson Fellow for 2012 by The Athenæum of Philadelphia for research on the Historic Architecture of the Pennsylvania Internal Improvement Program.

· Silver medal recipient in the history category in “Best Book of the Year, 2008,” by ForeWord Magazine for The Potomac Canal: George Washington and the Waterway to the West.
· American Society of Civil Engineers Life Member Award (2007)
· U. S. Department of Interior Distinguished Service Medal (2002)

(Highest award of the Department of Interior).
· U. S. Department of Interior Meritorious Service Medal (1993).

· National Park Service First Vail Partnership Award (1994)

· American Institute of Architects Honorary Membership Award (1994).  (For important contributions to American architecture).
Books:

· Robert J. Kapsch, Over the Alleghenies: Early Canals and Railroads of Pennsylvania, forthcoming (Morgantown, WV: The West Virginia University Press, 2013).
· Robert J. Kapsch, Historic Canals and Waterways of South Carolina, (Columbia, SC: University of South Carolina Press, 2010).
· Robert J. Kapsch and Elizabeth Perry Kapsch, Standing Stones: Seneca, Maryland: Its History and Preservation, (Poolesville, MD: Medley Press, 2011). 
· Robert J. Kapsch, The Potomac Canal: George Washington and the Waterway to the West, (Morgantown, WV: The West Virginia University Press, 2007). 
· Robert J. Kapsch and Elizabeth Perry Kapsch, The Monocacy Aqueduct on the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, published in conjunction with the Center for Historic Engineering and Architecture Research, (Poolesville, MD: Medley Press, 2005).
· Robert J. Kapsch, CANALS, The Norton/Library of Congress Visual Sourcebook in Architecture, Design and Engineering, (New York: W.W. Norton and Company, 2004). 

Publications, articles and reports:
· Robert J. Kapsch, Connecting Philadelphia with Pennsylvania -- The Schuylkill and Susquehanna Navigation Company and the Delaware and Schuylkill Canal Company -- Pennsylvania’s First Canals, ), in Lance E. Metz (ed.), Canal History and Technology Proceedings, Volume XXXI, forthcoming, (Easton, Pennsylvania: Canal History and Technology Press, National Canal Museum, 2012.
· Robert J. Kapsch and Yvonne Long, James Brindley, American Canal Engineer, International Journal for the History of Engineering and Technology, Vol. 81, No. 1, (London: Newcomen Society, 2011). 22-59.

· Robert J. Kapsch, Historic Canals of Maryland and Virginia, USA, Engineering History and Heritage: Proceedings of the Institution of Civil Engineering, Volume 163, issue EH4, Institution of Civil Engineering, (London: Institution of Civil Engineering, November 2010), 205-218.
· Robert J. Kapsch, Building the South Carolina Canal and River Navigation System (1817-1828), in Lance E. Metz (ed.), Canal History and Technology Proceedings, Volume XXIX, March 13, 2010, (Easton, Pennsylvania: Canal History and Technology Press, National Canal Museum, 2010), 41-92.
· Robert J. Kapsch, The Construction of the Potomac Aqueduct (1833-1841): Solving the Pier Construction Problem of Deep Water, in Lance E. Metz (ed.), Canal History and Technology Proceedings, Volume XXVIII, March 14, 2009, (Easton, Pennsylvania: Canal History and Technology Press, National Canal Museum, 2009), 63-90.
· Robert J. Kapsch, The Shenandoah River Navigation: 1790-1890, in Lance E. Metz (ed.), Canal History and Technology Proceedings, Volume XXVI, March 17, 2007, (Easton, Pennsylvania: Canal History and Technology Press, National Canal Museum, 2007), 153-196.
· Robert J. Kapsch, In Memory of Charles E. Peterson, in APT Bulletin, The Journal of Preservation Technology, Association for Preservation Technology, Vol. XXXVII, No. 1, 2006, 3-4.
· Robert J. Kapsch, Twenty-Five Years of Canal History in the National Canal Museum’s Canal History and Technology Proceedings – A Review, in Lance E. Metz (ed.), Canal History and Technology Proceedings, Volume XXV, March 25, 2006, (Easton, Pennsylvania: Canal History and Technology Press, National Canal Museum, 2006).
· Robert J. Kapsch, The Santee Canal: America’s First Summit Level Canal, in Lance E. Metz (ed.), Canal History and Technology Proceedings, Volume XXIV, March 19, 2005, (Easton, Pennsylvania: Canal History and Technology Press, National Canal Museum, 2005), 22-80.
· Robert J. Kapsch, Baltimore and the Maryland Cross-Cut Canal: 1820-1851, in Bernard G. Dennis, Jr., and Matthew C. Fenton, IV, P.E. (eds.), Baltimore Civil Engineering History, (Reston, VA: The American Society of Civil Engineers, 2004), 117-155.
· Robert J. Kapsch, The Conewago Canal: Pennsylvania’s First Canal, in Lance E. Metz (ed.), Canal History and Technology Proceedings, Volume XXIII, March 20, 2004, (Easton, Pennsylvania: Canal History and Technology Press, National Canal Museum, 2004), 5-43.

· Robert J. Kapsch, The Construction of the Potomac Aqueduct (1833-1841): Pier Construction in Deep Water Conditions, in Proceedings of the First International Congress on Construction History, Madrid, 20th – 24th January 2003, (Madrid: Instituto Juan de Herrera, Escuela Técnica Superior de Arquitectura, 2003), 1201-1214.
· Robert J. Kapsch, George Washington, the Potomac Canal and the Beginning of American Civil Engineering History: Problems and Solutions,  in Bernard G. Dennis, Jr., Robert J. Kapsch, Robert J. LoConte, Bruce W. Mattheiss, Steven M. Pennington (eds.), American Civil Engineering History: The Pioneering Years, (Reston, VA: The American Society of Civil Engineers, 2002), 129-194.

· Robert J. Kapsch, Benjamin Wright, Bad Stone, Poor Cement and One Hundred Miles to Go: Building the Monocacy Aqueduct of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, in Bernard G. Dennis, Jr., Robert J. Kapsch, Robert J. LoConte, Bruce W. Mattheiss, Steven M. Pennington (eds.), American Civil Engineering History: The Pioneering Years, (Reston, VA: The American Society of Civil Engineers, 2002), 439-464.
· Robert J. Kapsch, The Potomac Canal: A Construction History, in Lance E. Metz (ed.), Canal History and Technology Proceedings, Volume XXI, March 23, 2002, (Easton, Pennsylvania: Canal History and Technology Press, National Canal Museum, 2002), 143-235.

· R. J. Kapsch, American Canals As A Source of Revitalization: the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal as a Case Study, in G. Fleming (ed.), The Millennium Link, The Rehabilitation of the Forth & Clyde and Union Canals: Proceedings of the International Conference Organized by the Institution of Civil Engineers and Held in Edinburgh, UK, on 30 June – 1 July 2000, (London: Thomas Telford Press, 2000), 47-54. 
· Robert J. Kapsch, Benjamin Wright and the Design and Construction of the Monocacy Aqueduct, Lance E. Metz (ed.), Canal History and Technology Proceedings, Volume XIX, March 18, 2000, (Easton, Pennsylvania: Canal History and Technology Press, National Canal Museum, 2000), 181-222.
· Robert J. Kapsch, The Rehabilitation of the Monocacy Aqueduct and Other Historic Structures of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historical Park, in International Conference: Preservation of the Engineering Heritage, Gdansk Outlook 2000, Gdansk, Poland, September 1999. 

· Robert J. Kapsch, Building the Infrastructure of the New Federal City, 1793-1800, in Jerry R. Rogers, Donald Kennon, Robert T. Jaske and Francis E. Griggs, Jr. (eds.), Civil Engineering History, Engineers Make History, Proceedings of the First National Symposium on Civil Engineering History, November 10-14, 1996, (New York: American Society of Civil Engineers, 1996), 74-85.

· Robert J. Kapsch, Blacks and the Construction of the White House, 1793-1800, American Vision Magazine, February 1995.

· Robert J. Kapsch, A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817, (Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993).

· Robert J. Kapsch,  HABS/HAER: A User's Guide, Association for Preservation Technology Bulletin, Vol. XXII, No. 1/2, 1990, 22-34.

· Robert J. Kapsch, Future Directions for the Historic American Buildings Survey," in Historic America: Buildings, Structures, and Sites, (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1983), 279-286.

· Robert J. Kapsch, The Use of Numerical Taxonomy in the Study of Historical Architecture of Natchez, Mississippi, (Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, Catholic University of America, 1983).

· Robert J. Kapsch, Preservation of Historic Structures Through Documentation: ASCE and the Historic American Engineering Record, ASCE Preprint 82-059, paper delivered to the annual meeting of the American Society of Civil Engineers, April 26, 1982. 
· Robert J. Kapsch, Cracking The Code, Association for Preservation Technology Bulletin, Vol. XIII, No. 2, 1981.

· Robert J. Kapsch, HUD Rehabilitation Guidelines: Background and Need for Rehabilitation Guidelines, in Cathy Americus (ed.), Building Rehabilitation Research and Technology for the 1980s, (Dubuque, Iowa: Kendall/Hunt Publishing Co., 1980), 151-157.

· Robert J. Kapsch, HUD's Rehab Guidelines: Cracking the Codes, The Guarantor Magazine, Chicago, March/April 1980.

· Robert J. Kapsch, Rehabilitation and Building Codes -- The HUD Program, in National Bureau of Standards/National Conference of States on Buildings Codes and Standards Conference on Building Codes and Rehabilitation, National Bureau of Standards Special Report, November 1978.

· Robert J. Kapsch, Homeownership: Innovations, Remedies and Solutions, prepared for the U.S. House of Representatives Housing Subcommittee, Task Force on Homeownership, September 1978.

· Robert J. Kapsch, Feasibility of the Use of Numerical Taxonomy in the Study of Buildings, M.A. Thesis, The George Washington University, February 1978.

· Robert J. Kapsch, Preservation, Existing Buildings and the Building Regulatory System, Proceedings of the NBS/NCSBCS Building Regulatory Research Conference, Providence, Rhode Island, September 1976, National Bureau of Standards Special Publication 473.

· Samuel Kramer and Robert J. Kapsch, "Letter Report of U.S. Team Visit to France on Health Care Facilities,” National Bureau of Standards, 1972, May 1976.

· Robert J. Kapsch, Existing Architectural Information Indexing Systems, March 1976, National Bureau of Standards NBSIR 76-1064.

· Robert J. Kapsch and John Stroik, Literature Search; Law Enforcement Facilities, November 1975, National Bureau of Standards Technical Note 859.
·  Robert J. Kapsch, Life Cycle Costing Techniques Applicable to Law Enforcement Facilities," October 1974, National Bureau of Standards LEAA LESP Report 0801 00.

· Robert J. Kapsch (ed.), Health and Medical Facilities Design: Proceedings of the First Federal Agency Workshop, July 1974, National Bureau of Standards Building Science Series Report Number 54.

· Robert Wehrli and Robert J. Kapsch, Hospital Bedrooms and Nursing Units, A Systems Approach, September 1972, National Bureau of Standards Report 10-972.  

Various introductions, prefaces and forwards for publications I was administratively responsible for, including:

·  Preface, Eric DeLony, America's Historic Bridges, (New York: American Society of Civil Engineers, 1993).

·  Preface, Sally Kress Tompkins, The Federal Triangle: Quest for Grandeur, (Washington, D.C.: 1992).

·  Introduction, John Burns (Ed.), Recording Historic Structures, (Washington, D.C.: AIA Press, 1989).

· Preface, Jet Lowe, An Industrial Eye, (Washington, D.C.: The Preservation Press, 1983).

· Forward, Jack Boucher, A Record in Detail, (Jefferson City, Missouri: Missouri University Press, 1985).
Book Reviews:
· Robert J. Kapsch, Review of Alexander Missal, Seaway to the Future: American Social Vision and the Construction of the Panama Canal, (Madison, WI: The University of Wisconsin Press, 2008), and Julie Greene The Canal Builders: Making America’s Empire at the Panama Canal, New York: The Penguin Press, 2009,  Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, March 2011, 123-125.
· Robert J. Kapsch, Review of Anthony J. Bianculli, Trains and Technology: The American Railroad in the Nineteenth Century, vol. 4, Bridges and Tunnels, Signals, (Newark: University of Delaware Press, 2003) and William D. Middleton, Landmarks on the Iron Road: Two Centuries of North American Railroad Engineering, (Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 1999), Journal of the Society of Industrial Archeology, 
· Robert J. Kapsch, Review of Albright G. Zimmerman, Pennsylvania’s Delaware Division Canal: Sixty Miles of Euphoria and Frustration, (Easton, PA: Canal History and Technology Press, 2002), Journal of the Society of Industrial Archeology, Vol. 29, No. 2, 2003, 70-71.
 Professional Affiliations:

· American Canal Society (ACS).
· American Institute of Architects (AIA), Honorary Member.

· American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), Life Member. Former Member, ASCE History and Heritage Committee.
· Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Association. 

· Construction History Society (United Kingdom).
· Cosmos Club (Washington, D.C.).
· Employees and Alumni Association of the National Park Service, Life Member.

· Historic Medley (Montgomery County, Maryland).

· Montgomery County Historical Society (Maryland)
· National Canal Museum.

· National Trust for Historic Preservation.

· National Preservation Institute.  Former Member, Board of Directors.

· National Railway Historical Association (NRHA).
· Newcomen Society (United Kingdom).

· New Jersey Canal Society

· New York Canal Society

· Ohio Canal Society.

· Pennsylvania Canal Society.
· Preservation Roundtable (Washington, D.C.).

· Society for Industrial Archeology (SIA). Former Member, Board of Directors.

· Society of Architectural Historians (SAH). Former Member, Editorial Board, Buildings of the United States Series (Oxford University Press).
· Virginia Canals and Navigation Society (VC&NS).
Dr. Kapsch is listed in Marquis Who’s Who in America (2002 and subsequent years).

Work Experience:

· 2005-Present: Engineering and architectural historian, Center for Historic Engineering and Architecture.  Conducts research and publishes findings on various aspects of American historic engineering and architecture. 
· 2000-2005:  Senior Scholar in Historic Architecture and Historic Engineering, National Park Service.  Responsible for undertaking select areas of research on American historic architecture and engineering and publishing findings in books, articles and other media.

· 1996-2000: Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, National Park Service.  Program manager on such projects as the $6 million rehabilitation of the Monocacy Aqueduct, C & O Canal; rehabilitation of the Conococheague Aqueduct, C & O Canal; stabilization of the Mary Locher Cabin, Antietam National Historical Battlefield; stabilization of the Sudley Post Office, Manassas National Historical Battlefield; rehabilitation of the Great Falls Tavern, C & O Canal, and others.

· 1980-1996:  Chief of the Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record (HABS/HAER) Division, National Park Service.  The premier documentation program of the Federal Government, HABS/HAER documents nationally significant examples of historic architecture and engineering through measured drawings, large format photographs and histories.  These materials are prepared for an archival life of 500 years and are transmitted to the permanent HABS/HAER collections in the Library of Congress.  HABS/HAER has documented 26,000 buildings and structures in its sixty year history -- the oldest of the Federal preservation program.  Of its three million dollar yearly budget, over two thirds of its funds were developed from external organizations, both private and public. During my tenure, I was responsible for raising approximately $20 million in outside funds to sustain HABS/HAER operations.  This resulted in over doubling the HABS/HAER collection, then the largest of its kind in the world.  Responsible for directing the permanent and summer staff of HABS/HAER.  The permanent Washington, D.C. staff of forty expanded to approximately two hundred during the summer months -- the height of the HABS/HAER recording season.  Approximately two thousand student architects and other preservationists received HABS/HAER training while I was Chief of HABS/HAER.

· 1978-1980: Program Manager of the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Rehabilitation Guidelines program.  Designed to address the problems that building codes and standards present to rehabilitation and historic preservation projects, this multi-million research program developed a number of approaches to overcome these problems.  These were published as guidelines and included: Setting and Adopting Standards for Building Rehabilitation; Approval of Building Rehabilitation; Statutory Guideline for Building Rehabilitation Managing Official Liability Associated with Building Rehabilitation; Egress Guideline for Residential Rehabilitation; Electrical Guideline for Residential Rehabilitation; Plumbing DWV Guideline for Residential Rehabilitation; and Fire Ratings of Archaic Materials and Assemblies.  Since these have been published, virtually all have been accepted and promulgated by the nation's building codes and standards organizations.  The result has been the successful rehab of thousands of structures throughout the country.
· 1977-1978: American Political Science Association (APSA) Congressional Fellow.  APSA Congressional Fellowship program is the oldest of all Congressional Fellowships.  Served as a staff member on the Senate Subcommittee on Housing where I organized hearings and drafted legislation, subsequently enacted, directing the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to undertake a research program on building codes and standards and how they adversely impact building rehabilitation projects (see above).  Served as Legislative Assistant for Congressman Jerry Patterson (D-California) on a host of housing and related issues. 

· 1971-1977:  Various management positions in the Center for Building  Technology of the National Bureau of Standards (now the National Institute for Standards and Technology).  The last position being Division Chief for some fifty professionals in the fields of architecture, economics, psychology and related fields and engaging in research investigations on the built environment.  Undertook various research investigations on the planning and design of health and medical care facilities, building regulations and other topics.

· 1969-1971:  Branch chief for medical applications of the Air Force Data Systems Design Center (AFDSDC).  AFDSDC was then charged with the largest implementation of computer systems, a third generation Burroughs mainframe system, up to that time.  AFDSDC was responsible for the servicewide software required by these computers.  My branch was responsible for servicewide medical systems.  

· 1968-1969:  Project engineer at the Central Intelligence Agency. Responsible for various construction projects in Washington, D.C. and overseas related to the agency's mission for various construction projects.

· 1964-1968:  Medical Construction Liaison Officer, U. S. Department of the Air Force.  Responsible for the planning, design and construction of hospitals, casualty staging units, dispensaries, research facilities and other medical facilities for the Air Force in Western and Southwestern United States, Viet Nam and elsewhere.  Served two tours in Viet Nam building medical facilities in support of the U. S. build-up at that time.  Received Air Force Commendation Medal for this work.
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