









July 28, 2003

Memorandum
To:  Donald W. Murphy, Deputy Director, National Park Service

From: Terry Carlstrom, Regional Director, National Capital Region

Subject: Travel Request for Dr. Robert Kapsch to Visit the United Kingdom (September 11-27, 2003)

Please find attached the necessary forms for Dr. Robert Kapsch to travel to the United Kingdom to attend the World Canal Conference and to undertake canal related research at the British Waterways Archives at Ellesmere and Gloucester, at Ironbridge Institute, and at the Archives of the Institution of Civil Engineers.

In reviewing this travel request, please be aware that this travel is being undertaken under the authority and funding of the legal agreement between Dr. Robert Kapsch and the National Park Service (Docket Number DC-1221-01-0019-W-1) signed by NPS Deputy Director Denis Galvin on January 24, 2001 resolving a complaint that Dr. Kapsch had lodged against NPS Deputy Director John Reynolds and Associate Director Kate Stevenson.   Mr. Donald S. Harris of the Office of the Solicitor has the complete facts of the background of this agreement and is one of the signors.
The proposed travel is within the scope of the agreement, to conduct research on canal history and to publish results based on this research.  The World Canals Conference is the leading conference dedicated to the history, interpretation and development of historic waterways throughout the world.  Because of the National Capital Region’s role as custodian of several very important examples of American canal history (the Potomack Canal, the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal) National Capital Region participation in this conference is critical.  The World Canal Conference brings together the leading authorities in the history, research, operation, management, funding and future direction of canal throughout the world.  
While in the United Kingdom, it will be cost-effective for Dr. Kapsch to extend the canal research begun last September by undertaking research at the archives maintained by the British Waterways, Department of the Environment, at Ellesmere and Gloucester, and undertake research at the Ironbridge Institute as well as the Archives of the Institution of Civil Engineers in London and the British Library for information on the history and development of canal engineering.  This information will be used in several publications presently being prepared by Dr. Kapsch., specifically Illustrated History of American Canals and other publications.  These activities, including research and travel, were envisioned in the agreement referenced above.

This travel has been included on the list of the approved foreign travel which the National Capital Region and the National Park Service have previously submitted to the Assistant Secretary.

Request that this trip be approved.
