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Susquehanna and Tidewater Canal (PA)
The Susquehanna & Tidewater Canal is the fourth important water communication built in this state by private interests. Its point of origin is at Columbia, at the junction of the state railroad with the Eastern Division of the Pennsylvania Canal. It runs along the Susquehanna to its mouth on Chesapeake Bay at Havre de Grace, Maryland. Its length is 45 miles, of which one-third is located in the state of Maryland.

   The Susquehanna River, which flows through the entire state of Pennsylvania, is never navigable upstream, and downstream only at high water. This is because it has a considerable fall.

   The charter for this enterprise was granted in 1835. Construction was commenced in the fall of 1836 and completed in 1840. Construction costs amounted to $2,600,000, or $57,778 per mile. Because the canal goes along the right bank of the Susquehanna, canal boats coming into it from Columbia must cross the stream. To the end of making a quiet and sufficiently deep body of water, a dam was erected. Also, lanes were added to the 1¼-mile bridge at this place, so that a double towpath could exist.

   The prism of the canal is as follows: width at the water surface, 50 feet; water depth, 5 feet; length of the lock chambers, 90 feet;; their width in the clear, 17 feet. The total fall of the canal is 233 feet. For this 29 boat locks with falls of 7½ to 10 feet and two guard locks have been constructed. The boat locks have double chambers, which are actually two adjacent ones that can be separated by gates. If the need arises, two 85-foot boats or one 175-foot raft can be allowed to pass. 

Franz Anton Ritter Von Gerstner, Frederick C. Gamst (ed.) and David J. Diephouse and John C. Decker (translators), Early American Railroads: Franz Anton Ritter von Gerstner’s “Die Innern Communicationen (1842-1843),” (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1997), 559-560.
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