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Schuylkill and Susquehanna Canal


III. Schuylkill and Susquehanna
      Another company was incorporated for the purpose of opening an inland navigation between Reading, on the Schuylkill, to Middletown, on the Susquehanna. Both towns are in the great lime stone valley, beyond the Blue Ridge, and the distance is seventy miles. It had been at first supposed that it would be sufficient to cut a canal four miles in length, on the summit between the two rivers; and thereby to unite the Tulpehocken which falls into the Schuylkill, with the Quitipahilla, a branch of the Swatara, which empties into the Susquehanna. But it was soon ascertained that the original plan of improving by a succession of dams the navigation of those small rivers was erroneous, and that it would be necessary to cut a canal the whole way.

     The summit level is at an elevation of 310 feet above the Schuylkill, and 308 feet above the Susquehanna. Adjacent springs are considered sufficient for the upper locks, and the creeks would, after a short descent, afford an abundant supply. The proposed dimensions of the canal were a breadth of twenty feet at the bottom, and a depth of three feet and a half: and the expense was estimated at near 1,500,000.

      The work was commenced, the canal has been cut the whole distance of four miles on the summit level; five locks made of brick have been constructed; land and water rights have been purchased, and a considerable capital has been expended. But although he state of Pennsylvania has permitted the company to raise 266,000 dollars by lottery, and is bound to pay them 300,000 dollars whenever the work shall have been completed, it remains suspended for want of funds.

      The great lockage necessary for this canal is the principal objection to that line of communication: and it has been suggested that a canal from Columbia, on the Susquehanna, to tide water, or to the great Delaware and Chesapeake canal, would be much less expensive, and equally beneficial, both to the interior country and to Philadelphia. This question, as many others suggested in this report, cannot be decided by any but practical and skillful engineers.

[U. S. Secretary of Treasury, Albert Gallatin], Report of the Secretary of the Treasury on the Subject of Roads and Canals; Made in Pursuance of A Resolution of the Senate, March 2, 1807, (Washington: 1808), reprinted January 2, 1822 by the U. S. Congress and in 1968 (New York: Augustus M. Kelley, Publishers, 1968), 40-41.
