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Schuylkill River Navigation (PA)
Schuylkill Navigation.  This work extends form the dam at Fairmount, near Philadelphia, to Port Carbon in Schuylkill county.  It consists of a succession of canals and pools.  The pool above Fairmount dam is entered by a short canal on the west side of the Schuylkill.  This pool extends about six miles to Flat Rock.  About 1-1/2 miles form Flat Rock dam, the Manayunk Canal; leaves the last mentioned pool and rejoins the stream a short distance above the dam, and thus enters the second pool.  This extends 4 miles to an inconsiderable canal, which connects it with the pool above.  Three miles farther, another small canal conducts into the pool above Norristown, in Montgomery county; thence the stream is ascended by several short canals and pools, to the commencement of the “Oaks Canal,” 3-1/2 miles in length.  The Oaks Canal commences half a mile above the outlet of Perkiomen creek, and extends along the north or left bank of the Schuylkill, to a dam about one mile above Phenixville, in Chester county, where it enters the river.  The pool formed by the dam just mentioned, extends to the outlet of the Vincent Canal;, nearly five miles in length.  About 1 mile above the termination of the Vincent Canal, commences the Girard Canal, one of the most extensive in the series.  It is 22 miles in length, and extends along the right bank of the Schuylkill, from Pigeon creek five miles below Reading in Berks county.  In the space between that point and Reading there are two dams and a small canal, which is connected with that passing through Reading, where the Union Canal intersects the Schuylkill Company’s works.  The latter canal enters the Schuylkill a short distance below Reading, and is on the left bank of the stream.  With the exception of the Hamburg canal, ten mile sin length, and another  of three miles, the distance from Reading to Hamburg is traversed by a succession of short canals, mostly on the left bank of the Schuylkill; this is also the case from Hamburg to Port Carbon, where the navigation ceases.
      This work opens a direct communication between Philadelphia and the anthracite coal region, in Schuylkill county, whence immense quantities of it are transported to Philadelphia and other cities of the Union.  Length of canals 58, and of pools 50 miles.  Entire length from Fair Mount to Port Carbon, 108 miles.  Canals 36 feet wide at top, 22 at bottom, 3 feet 6 inches deep; 129 locks, each 80- by 17 feet; 34 dams; 1 tunnel, 385 feet in length; rise 610 feet; cost $2,500,176.  Commenced in 1815, completed in 1826.  Tanner, A Description of the Canals and Rail Roads of the United States, (1840).

Route Plans, Maps and Drawings

Canal From Fairmount Dam to Mill Creek, Philadelphia (Philadelphia County) PA

Schuylkill Canal From Fairmount Water Works Dam to Mill Creek, Philadelphia (Philadelphia County), PA.

J. Edgar Thompson, Civil Engineer, drawn by John C. Trautwine, Assistant Engineer.  “Plan and Section of a Survey for a Canal commencing at Fair Mount Dam and extending along the western slope of the River Schuylkill to Mill Creek.  Laid down from surveys made during the year 1833.” [A handsome drawing of a 2-1/2 mile proposed canal that was constructed but little used.  The canal begins at Fairmount Waterworks Dam and continues downstream to Mill Creek].  Schuylkill Canal From Fairmount Water Works Dam to Mill Creek, Philadelphia (Philadelphia County), PA.

Ink on paper, colored, 1833.  Geography and Maps Division, G3824 .P5A53 1833 .T Vault.
Philadelphia (Philadelphia County) PA

Canal at Fairmount Water Works, Philadelphia (Philadelphia County) PA

Schuylkill Canal, Across From Fairmount Water Works, Philadelphia (Philadelphia County) PA.

James Fuller Queen, artist.  [Fairmount Waterworks on the Schuylkill River, Philadelphia, Pa.].  [Note the dam across the Schuylkill River, to provide water for the waterworks and necessitating locks to continue river navigation on the Schuylkill River].  Schuylkill Canal, Across From Fairmount Water Works, Philadelphia (Philadelphia County) PA.  Pencil drawing on gray paper, 1855 or 1856.  The Marian S. Carson Collection, Prints and Photographs Division, DRWG/US -  Queen (J.F.), no. 4 (A size)<P&P> and LC-USZC4-6667 (color film transparency).

James Fuller Queen, artist.  [Fairmount Waterworks on the Schuylkill River, Philadelphia, Pa.].  [Note the dam across the Schuylkill River, to provide water for the waterworks and necessitating locks to continue river navigation on the Schuylkill River].  Schuylkill Canal, Across From Fairmount Water Works, Philadelphia (Philadelphia County) PA.  Drawing on layered paper watercolor, 1856.  The Marian S. Carson Collection, Prints and Photographs Division, DRWG/US -  Queen (J.F.), no. 6 (B size)<P&P> and LC-USZC4-6723 (color film copy transparency).
Schuylkill Haven Borough (Schuylkill County) PA

Bausman’s Lock No. 12, Schuylkill Canal, Schuylkill Haven Borough (Schuylkill County) PA

Schuylkill Canal, Bausman’s Lock No. 12, Coat Street and Garfield Street, Schuylkill Haven Borough, Schuylkill County, PA.  HAER Collection (HAER PA-69) includes six (6) photographs:

Will Dunn, photographer.  “View Looking Southeast of Lock With Coal Street Bridge in Background.”  Schuylkill Canal, Bausman’s Lock No. 12, Coat Street and Garfield Street, Schuylkill Haven Borough, Schuylkill County, PA.   Black and white film image, 1982.   Historic American Engineering Record, Prints and Photographs Division, HAER PA-69, HAER, PA,54-SCHUYH,1A-1.

Will Dunn, photographer.  “View Looking North From Coal Street Bridge.”  Schuylkill Canal, Bausman’s Lock No. 12, Coat Street and Garfield Street, Schuylkill Haven Borough, Schuylkill County, PA.  Black and white film image, 1982.   Historic American Engineering Record, Prints and Photographs Division, HAER PA-69, HAER, PA,54-SCHUYH,1A-2.

Will Dunn, photographer.  “View Looking Southwest.”  Schuylkill Canal, Bausman’s Lock No. 12, Coat Street and Garfield Street, Schuylkill Haven Borough, Schuylkill County, PA.   Black and white film image, 1982.   Historic American Engineering Record, Prints and Photographs Division, HAER PA-69, HAER, PA,54-SCHUYH,1A-3.
Will Dunn, photographer. “View Looking Northwest From Coal Street Bridge.”  Schuylkill Canal, Bausman’s Lock No. 12, Coat Street and Garfield Street, Schuylkill Haven Borough, Schuylkill County, PA.  Black and white film image, 1982.   Historic American Engineering Record, Prints and Photographs Division, HAER PA-69, HAER, PA,54-SCHUYH,1A-4.

Will Dunn, photographer.  “Detail View of West Wall and Garfield Creek.”  Schuylkill Canal, Bausman’s Lock No. 12, Coat Street and Garfield Street, Schuylkill Haven Borough, Schuylkill County, PA.  Black and white film image, 1982.   Historic American Engineering Record, Prints and Photographs Division, HAER PA-69, HAER, PA,54-SCHUYH,1A-5.

Will Dunn, photographer.  “Detail View of Masonry on East Wall.”  Schuylkill Canal, Bausman’s Lock No. 12, Coat Street and Garfield Street, Schuylkill Haven Borough, Schuylkill County, PA.   Black and white film image, 1982.   Historic American Engineering Record, Prints and Photographs Division, HAER PA-69, HAER, PA,54-SCHUYH,1A-6.
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