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Map prepared for John Ballendine, circa 1773, to illustrate plans for the Potomac Canal system and the James and Kanawha Canal.  Although Ballendine didn’t live to see it, the Potomac Canal Company was established in 1785.  Its first President, George Washington, largely followed Ballendines’ plans of 1773.  By 1820 it was evident to many that the Potomac Canal was a failure.  It was Thomas Moore and his brother-in-law, Isaac Briggs, who laid the basis for the demise of the Potomac Canal and the beginning of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal.  In so doing they also established the beginning of American Civil Engineering.  Map from the Library of Congress collection.  Purchased by the Library in 1934 for $25 from Good  Speed’s Bookstore, Boston.








