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Paw Paw Tunnel – Mentions in Sanderlin, “The Great National Project.”

Page 124

Because the Maryland shore was so rugged, another engineer renewed the suggestion to shift the canal to the Virginia bank.  As a final device to overcome the construction problems in the upper valley, canal officials proposed a tunnel through a neck of land at the Paw Paw Bends of the Potomac to save five miles of tortuous river bed and cliffs.
Page 124, Footnote 50

Bender to President and Directors, May 23, 1835; Morris to Fisk, August 1, 3, 1835,  The engineers first suggested a tunnel at Devil’s Eyebrow on the Virginia side of the river below Paw Paw, near Doe Gully.  The site of the present tunnel was adopted in December, 1835.  Proceedings of Directors, D, 443 (December 21, 1835).

Page 127

      A fifth reason for the increased costs as the adoption of the Paw Paw tunnel and deep cuts.  The driving of the tunnel was one of the most interesting and expensive projects on the entire line.  It was the proudest achievement of the company and was let with great care.  The Methodist parson-contractor Lee Montgomery, who was working on the tunnel with a crew of carefully selected men, was treated with greater deference by the Board than most other contractors.  Both his zeal and his character recommended him to the directors, and the importance of keeping the work moving on the heavy sections in order to prevent undue delay ion the completion of the canal insured him their warmest support.  The tunnel was being driven from both ends at the rate of 10 to 12 feet a week.  By working simultaneously from two shafts sunk from the hilltop, Montgomery estimated that he could increase the rate of progress by 80 per cent.  The work was pushed through hard but loose slate rock and proved much more difficult and costly than had been anticipated, and the contractor was soon in need of relief.
  Notwithstanding additional assistance, he was in an impossible financial position in 1838.  The engineer reported that costs on the tunnel were about 75 per cent above contract, estimates, and the prices were again raised $1.75 to $3.00 a cubic yard of excavation, depending on the type of work done.

� Bender to President and Directors, August 30, 1837.


� Proceedings of Directors, E, 384 (April 11, 1838).
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