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Applebaum, Herbert, The Concept of Work, Ancient, Medieval, and Modern. Albany, N.Y.: State University of NY Press, 1992. From BTCEIG 1995 Directory.

Baigent, Michael and Richard Leigh, The Temple and the Lodge, 1989

      In 1989, Michael Baigent and Richard Leigh published a work entitled, "The Temple and the Lodge," which sought to demonstrate that Freemasonry evolved from the 14th century wreckage of the Knights Templar, a Crusader group of immense wealth that was accused of heinous blasphemy and suppressed.  Their concluding chapter is a Masonic history of the American Revolution, and ends with the design of Washington, D.C.  According to them, George Washington and Thomas Jefferson intervened in Pierre L'Enfant's work of laying out the city, so as to impose a pair of octagonal shapes around the Capitol and the White House.


       Baigent and Leigh, who cite no sources for their assertion, write that the intervention of Washington and Jefferson would "produce specifically octagonal patterns incorporating the particular cross used as a device by Masonic Templars.
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Bedini, Silvio. The Life of Benjamin Banneker.  New York, NY: Charles Scribner's Sons; 1972.  This is the most detailed and comprehensive biography of Benjamin Banneker which has been written.  It contains documents, sources, reference notes, an annotated bibliography, and twenty-one illustrations.  Although Bedini disputes the idea that Banneker redrew L'Enfant's plan from memory, he does acknowledge that all of Andrew Ellicott's diaries, field books, and notes concerning the design of the Capital City are lost or presently in the hands of an unknown descendant which makes it impossible to know the truth of the story.

From Charles A. Birnbaum and Julie K. Fix, Pioneers of American Landscape Design II: An Annotated Bibliography, Historic Landscape Initiative, Heritage Preservation Services, Cultural Resources, National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1995), pp. 13-16.  

Billington, James H., Fire in the Minds of Men

      Anyway, it was not octagons that interested 18th century revolutionaries; it was circles and triangles.  James H. Billington, writing in "Fire in the Minds of Men," describes at length the connection between the concepts of Pythagorean order and of revolution that developed during the period.  "However bizarre it may appear to later revolutionaries and historians alike," writes Billington, "this Pythagorean passion seriously influenced the organizational activities of the first revolutionaries."


      According to Billington, revolutionaries of the period combined their political thinking with geometry; odd though it may seem, it was a case of Pythagorean simplicity warring against Rococo absolutism.  Revolutionaries signed their names with geometric shapes.  Ruminations about the social and political implications of the circle and triangle may be found in the period's revolutionary works, including that of the notorious Adam Weishaupt, founder of the very Illuminism that still figures in the nightmares of modern conspiracists.
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Bryan, John M., Editor, Robert Mills, Architect, AIA, 1989.  196 pages.


A profusely illustrated and extensively documented study of the work (of) America's first professional architect, creator of the Washington Monument, the Patent Office, the U.S. Treasury Building, and many other notable buildings.  196 pages, 9" x 12", illustrated throughout in black and white. Softcover. The Scholar's Bookshelf, received 8.28.95, p. 33, $14.95 (List $29.95).

Calloway, Stephen, Editor, The Elements of Style: A Practical Encyclopedia of Interior Architectural Details from 1485 to the Present, Simon & Schuster, 19095.


An exhaustively documented reference resource and visual directory to American and British period styles.  350 full color and 1000 black and white photographs, 3,000 other illustrations, illustrated glossary source listing, cross-referenced page tabs. 1995: 544 pages, 8-1/2" x 10-3/4".  The Scholar's Bookshelf, received 8.28.95, p. 44, $59.50 (List $65).

Carley, Rachel, The Visual Dictionary American Domestic Architecture, Holt, 1994.


A dictionary and guide to the characteristic components of American residential architecture.  More than 600 detailed original illustrations by Ray Skibinski show the reader how to identify and describe a house of any given style from the Beaux Arts townhouse to a Navajo hogan. 272 pages. The Scholar's Bookshelf, received 8.28.95, p. 28, $29.50 (List $40).

Curt, James Steven, The Art and Architecture of Freemasonry, Overlook, 1993.


A study of the ways in which Masonic ideas have permeated art forms from literature to the performing art,.  The exceptional illustrations are accompanied by detailed informative captions, and there is a glossary of Masonic terms.  179 black and white illustrations, 11 color plates.  The Scholar's Bookshelf, received 8.28.95, p. 48, $55.00 (List $60).

Elliott, Cecil D., Technics and Architecture: The Development of Materials and Systems for Buildings, MIT, 1992.


Concentrating on developments in Europe and North America from the Industrial Revolution to the present, the author shows how the ways in which new materials, methods and systems were discovered and tested, and the ways in which they succeeded or failed.  351 illustrations, 480 pages.


The Scholar's Bookshelf, received 8.28.95, p. 46, $39.50 (List $75).

Graubner, Wolfram, Encyclopedia of Wood Joints, Taunton Press, 1994.


A master craftsman surveys the crafts of joining timber framing and cabinetmaking as they have evolved in the West and in the Orient.  The work discusses some 450 variations of 66 basic woodworking joints.  8" x 10" illustrated with drawings and photographs, 160 pages.  The Scholar's Bookshelf, received 8.28.95, p. 53, $19.95 (List $24.95).

Gurcke, Karl, Bricks and Brickmaking: A Handbook for Historical Archeology, Moscow: University of Idaho Press, 1987. From BTCEIG 1995 Directory.

Hambly, Maya, Drawing Instruments, 1580-1980, Sotheby, 1988.  224 pages.


This comprehensive historical guide, describing the various instruments developed for geometrical drawing over the past 400 years, is an essential reference work.  20 color and 80 monochrome illustrations represent the best examples of both well- and lesser- known European makers, the work of whom has bene the subject of much original research by the author.


The Scholar's Bookshelf, received 8.28.95, p. 19, $19.95 (List $45).

Kostof, Spiro, and Gregory Castillo, A History of Architecture; Settings and Rituals; 2nd edition, Oxford, 1995.


A revised and expanded edition of this classic work noted for the unparalleled range of structure it studies.  875 photographs and 150 plans and drawings.  Includes a completely new final chapter.  832 pages, 9-1/4" x 11".  The Scholar's Bookshelf, received 8.28.95, p. 45, $59.50 ($65).

Lounsbury, Carl L.,  An Illustrated Glossary of Early Southern Architecture and Landscape, Oxford, 1994.  430 pages.


Substantial definitions, accompanied in most cases by illustrations and illustrative contemporary quotations, cover the full range of building in the South from 1607 to the 1820s.  The book compiles architectural and landscape terms delineating both regional and traditional terminology as well as classical influences introduced by English architectural books and professionally trained craftsmen.  More than 300 illustrations. The Scholar's Bookshelf, received 8.28.95, p. 26, $69.50 (List $75).

Murk, Robert, Editor, Architectural Technology Up To The Scientific Revolution: The Art and Structure of Large-Scale Buildings, MIT, 19943.


Architectural historians and research engineers examine innovative structures from eras that saw the development of new, large-scale building types and describe the modern scientific tools for clarifying the technological circumstances and the design techniques employed by pre-Enlightenment builders involved with soils and foundations, walls, masonry, piers, arches, buttresses, timber roofs, spires, and other elements. 206 illustrations.  1933, 280 pages.  The Scholar's Bookshelf, received 8.28.95, $39.50 (List $42.50).

Nagengast, Bernard (with Barry Doanldson), Heat and Cold--Mastering the Great

Indoors--A Selective history of Heating, Ventilation, Refrigeration and Air Conditioning--From the Ancients to 1930, 1994. From BTCEIG 1995 Directory.

Robison, Elwin C. (with Sheila Bond and Robert Mark) "Walls and Other Vertical Elements." In Robert Marerk, ed., Architectural Technology Up to the Scientific Revolution. From BTCEIG 1995 Directory.

Salaman, Raphael, Dictionary of Woodworking Tools, Taunton Press, 1994.


The author identifies and describes virtually every woodworking hand tool from the beginning of the industrial revolution to the present day.  Illustrated throughout with drawings and photographs. "The definitive reference for hand tools," Workbench. 994, 520 pages, 7-1//2" x 10: softcover.  The Scholar's Bookshelf, received 8.28.95.  $28.95 (List $31.95).

Yarwood, Doreen, Encyclopedia of Architecture, Batsford, 1986.


In more than 1200 articles, many of substantial length, the author systematically sets forth the basic facts about architects, designers, styles, details, ornament, building types, structural terms, building materials, and much more.  Includes nearly 800 drawings specially prepared by the author as well as 230 photographs.  Fully indexed to over 4000 subjects.  1986: 446 pages, 8-1/2" x 11". Softcover.  The Scholar's Bookshelf, received 8.28.95, p. 44, $24.95 (List $29.95).

______, The Encyclopedia of Wood, Revised Edition, Sterling, 1989.


Updated and expanded, this is the most comprehensive encyclopedia of wood available, with sections on characteristics and availability, structure, physical properties, grades, fastenings, construction techniques, fire safety, finishing, types, modifications, and much more.  Fully illustrated and systematically organized with a substantial glossary.  1989: ca. 400 pages, softcover, 8-1/2" x 11".  The Scholar's Bookshelf, received 8.28.95, p. 54, $24.95 (Paperback).

Whisler,  Tim, At the End of the Road: The Rise and Fall of Austin-Healey, MG, and Triumph Sports Cars, 1945-1981. From BTCEIG 1995 Directory.
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