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NPS ANNOUNCES APPOINTMENT OF DR. KAPSCH AS NPS SENIOR SCHOLAR

National Park Service Regional Director Terry Carlstrom announced the appointment of Dr. Robert J. Kapsch as National Park Service Senior Scholar on Historic Architecture and Engineering.  The National Park Service Scholar on Historic Architecture and Historic Engineering is a new position established to undertake scholarly publications and studies on architecture and historic engineering issues related to the historic preservation mission of the National Park Service.

Dr. Kapsch, a twenty-year veteran of the National Park Service, was selected for this position based on his substantive achievements within the National Park Service and his educational and other achievements.  For fifteen years Dr. Kapsch led the National Park Service’s Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record (HABS/HAER) as program manager  HABS/HAER, begun in 1933, is the oldest historic preservation program of the United States Government.  During his tenure, Dr. Kapsch was able to double the size of the HABS collection of historic architecture (already the largest such collection of its size in the world) and bring into existence the HAER collection, both of which are available to the public at the Library of Congress and on-line at the Library’s website.  Dr. Kapsch has also served as program manager for numerous historic architecture and historic engineering preservation projects, including the Monocacy and Conococheague aqueducts at the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal and others.

Dr. Kapsch has a bachelor’s degree in engineering, masters’ degrees in management and historic preservation, and doctorate degrees in architecture and engineering and American Studies.  He is the recipient of numerous awards from the National Park Service and the U. S. Department of the Interior including the Meritorious Service Medal, the First Vail Award, and, for presentation later this year, the highest non-valor award of the U. S. Department of the Interior, the Distinguished Service Medal.  He serves as a member of the American Society of Civil Engineers’ History and Heritage Committee, and as a director of the Society for Industrial Archeology.  He is an Honorary Member of the American Institute of Architects and a member of some two dozen other architecture, engineers and historic organizations.  He is listed in Who’s Who in America.

 As National Park Service Senior Scholar in Historic Architecture and Historic Engineering, Dr. Kapsch will be undertaking a series of publications including, An Illustrated History of American Canals, A Construction History of the White House, and The Potomac Company.  

Regional Director Carlstrom said, in announcing this appointment, “We are pleased that we have a scholar of Dr. Kapsch’s ability and accomplishments to assist us in our mandate for the preservation of America’s architectural and engineering heritage.”
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