







January 16, 2002

Potomac Canal Extension
Route Plans, Maps and Drawings
By 1802, it appeared that Leonard Harbaugh and the Potomac Company would be successful in completing the Great Falls by-pass canal, including the difficulty of blasting the last lock chambers from solid rock.  It was at this time that Benjamin Henry Latrobe undertook the design of the Potomac Canal Extension from the Abner Cloud House at Lock Cover, the terminus of the Potomac Company’s Little Falls by-pass canal, to the Navy Yard on the Anacostia River.  Four plans exist detailing Latrobe’s plans from Lock Cove (present-day Fletcher’s Boat House) to Rock Creek Park:
Benjamin Henry Latrobe, delineator.  “No. I of plans and sections, of the proposed continuation of the Canal at Little Falls of the Potomak to the Navy Yard in the City of Washington.”  [Plan showing the beginning of the proposed canal, at Abner Cloud House at Lock Cove, Washington, D.C.].  Potomac Canal Extension, Washington, DC.  Pencil, pen and ink, water color, 1802.  Geography and Map Division, G3852.W28G45 s07 .L3 Vault.
Benjamin Henry Latrobe, delineator.  “No. II of plans and sections, of the proposed continuation of the Canal at Little Falls of Potomak to the Navy Yard in the City of Washington.”  [Plan, including of Mr. Foxall’s works above Georgetown, and elevations of two proposed aqueducts, Washington, D.C.].   Potomac Canal Extension, Washington, DC.  Pencil, pen and ink, water color, 1802.  Geography and Map Division, G3852.W28G45 s07 .L3 Vault.
Benjamin Henry Latrobe, delineator.  “No. III of plans and sections, of the proposed continuation of the Little Falls Canal to the Navy Yard in the city of Washington.”  [Potomac Canal Extension, Plan showing the proposed extension canal passing through the western portion of Georgetown, Washington, D.C.  Pencil, pen and ink, water color, 1802.  Geography and Map Division, G3852.W28G45 s07 .L3 Vault.
Benjamin Henry Latrobe, delineator.  “No. IIII, Plan of basin, lock and aqueduct over Rock Creek.”  [Plan showing the proposed extension canal passing Greene Street and Montgomery Street, Georgetown, the basin and the approach to the Rock Creek crossing].  Potomac Canal Extension, Washington, DC.  Pencil, pen and ink, water color, 1802.  Geography and Map Division, G3852.W28G45 s07 .L3 Vault.
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Potomac Canal Extension (DC)
Never constructed.  Designed by Benjamin Henry Latrobe in 1802-1803 it was intended to link the outlet of the Potomac Company’s by-pass canal at Lock Cove below Little Falls (now called Fletcher’s Boat House on the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal) with the Navy Yard on the Anacostia River.  Latrobe’s surviving drawings detail the route to Rock Creek in Washington, D.C.
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