








May 11, 2003

Mr. Charles E. Peterson, FAIA

332 Spruce Street

Society Hill

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106

Dear Charles,

Thank you for your welcome letter of May 8, 2003.

Per your request, here is a summary of my current projects:

Illustrated History of American Canals
This is a book, to be published by W.W. Norton and Company.  Planned publication date is Spring 2004.  Estimated cost $60.  It will have 1,000 illustrations accompanied by text on the history of American canals from 1785 to 1860.  It will be issued with a CD-ROM (Hilda can explain).  This is part of W.W. Norton’s Visual Sourcebook series, undertaken in conjunction with the Library of Congress.  The first in this series, Barns by John Vlach, was just released.  All of these books will draw heavily from the HABS/HAER collections.  I was selected to write this book by Ford Peatross.

History of the Potomac Canal
This is a book proposal made by me and Diane Maddex (ARCHETYPE PRESS) to Johns Hopkins University Press.

Initial response was quite good.  The proposal is now out for peer review.  I estimate that about 2/3rds of this book has been written and published by e for Lance Metz’s canal conference and, in a different version, for the Proceedings of the 150th anniversary convention of the American Society of Civil Engineers.  We expect to hear from Johns Hopkins University Press in the near future.
Canal of South Carolina
This is a paper that I will present to the November convention of the American Society of Civil Engineers in Nashville and will emphasize the beginnings of civil engineering in the south.  Robert Mills, for example, had quite a bit to do with these early canals.  As you know, he referred to himself as an, “engineer and architect,” one of the last to do so.  This is a story that has not yet been told but is interesting.
Canals of the Lower Susquehanna
This is a paper that I am doing for Lance Metz’s canal conference to be held March 2004.  Lance will publish this paper as part of his proceedings.

In addition, Perry and I have several overseas trips planned (all paid for by Kate!):

June 2003, we will accompany Roland Paxton on his tour of engineering landmarks of Britain, and his swan song as Chairman of the ICE’ Panel on Historic Engineering Works.  ASCE is sending over a high ranking group for this tour.

September 2003, to attend the World Canal Conference in Edinburgh and to do additional research at various institutions over there.

Perry and I are, of course, very appreciative of Kate Cole Stevenson sending us to Europe two or three times a year.  We always toast her generosity at one of our dinners abroad.
Speaking of Kate, thank you for sending me her photograph. Were you then one that sent her the flowers that she was holding?  I noticed that she wasn’t smiling.  I would think she should be.  With only a very modest education (an M.A. in art history), no experience to speak of (except as Jerry Roger’s gal Friday), no professional accomplishments (except one book co-authored with Ward Jandl, which most believe was written by Ward) and with an extremely well deserved reputation for ruthlessness, she advanced to the highest position in cultural resources in the National Park Service at a salary of $140,000 a year -- is this a great country or what?!?
(Many people have asked me if I had anything to do with Kate’s removal from his position.  I always answer, “I certainly hope so!”  In fact, my case was probably a contributing factor.  The case was well known and well deplored throughout the senior ranks of the National Park Service.  Kate, of course, not only removed me from my position as Chief of HABS/HAER but Also tried top destroy me personally and professionally.  And all this was because I tried to defend HABS/HAER from being dismembered by her some fifteen years earlier.  Needless to say most National Park Service managers were pretty shocked.  I received my Distinguished Service Medal from NPS Director Fran Manella and the Assistant Secretary only three weeks before Kate was removed from her position.  Manella kept smiling at me during the ceremony and I think now that she knew at that time that Kate was going to be removed.) 
At the end of this month, Perry and I will be driving up to the annual meeting of the Society of Industrial Archeology in Montreal and we would like to stop in Philadelphia to say hello.  I will arrange details with Hilda.
In the meantime, with the very best of wishes.

Bob

