






April 23, 2003

Mr. Charles E. Peterson

332 Spruce Street

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106

Dear Charles,

I am sorry that I didn’t get a chance to talk to you today – I hope your neighbor’s telephone lines in their basement have a chance to dry out!

Hilda and I talked a little about Perry’s parents and their farm.  I thought you would like to see some HABS photographs of their farm (taken by HABS photographer John O. Bostrup on October 19, 1936).  These photographs were taken from the INTERNET (Hilda can explain how this is done).  Perry’s parent’s house is just outside of Poolesville, Maryland, about thirty miles northwest of Washington, D.C.  The main block of the house is dated 1796.  The kitchen is believed to be 1750 -- an old house for Montgomery County, Maryland.

This house was in Perry’s mother’s family until after the Civil War.  At that time it had to be sold.  A cousin bought the farm in the early twentieth century and Perry’s parents bought it from the cousin in the 1950s.

Perry’s family is quite interesting.  Perry’s father, George Kephart, is ex-CIA and after his Government career became very interested in land conservation.  He was one of the founders of the Montgomery County “Ag Reserve” in which over 100,000 acres of Maryland County agricultural land is protected under easement (he placed the 170 acres of his farm under conservation easement and it is now part of that Ag Reserve).  He was one of the founders of the Maryland land conservation easement program, considered to be one of the models of such a program in the United States.  Perry took his seat in this Maryland program and is now Deputy Chair of the Maryland Environmental Trust, the state agency which administers these conservation easements.  It was Perry’s father with whom Perry sailed across the Atlantic on a thirty foot sailboat.
Perry’s mother, Mary Ann Kephart, was a close friend of Fritz Gutheim (who used to live not too faraway).  To preserve the historic buildings of Western Montgomery County she founded Historic Medley (named for the election district).  This organization buys old houses, fixes them up and then sells them with an historic preservation easement.  They also operate two historic museums, the John Poole House and Seneca Schoolhouse.  Perry developed her interest in historic preservation from her mother and their house and is currently President of Historic Medley.  One of their members, who you may know, Kip Kiplinger, lives in a house within the Historic Medley district designed by William Thornton – you probably know the building.
Right now Perry is engaged in rehabbing two small nineteenth century buildings her father owns in Frederick, Maryland.  Her car looks like a contractor’s car – papers everywhere, empty coffee cups on the floor, etc.  She enjoys that work very much.
So that’s a run down on Perry, her family and her farm.  I told Hilda that Perry and I will come up and have lunch with you in the near future.

Perry and I are planning to join Roland Paxton for the George Stephenson at the Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE) in London in June and thereafter for Roland’s guided tour to the engineering sites of the British Isles (and Roland’s swan song as Chairman of ICE’s Panel on Historic Engineering Works).

In the meantime I am working on a number of publications, mostly related to early American engineering:

· Canals, part of the W.W. Norton series of visual materials from the Library of Congress.  This was started by Ford Peatross at the Prints and Photographs Division, Library of Congress.  Ford asked me if I would be willing to do the title on canals and I agreed.  The first volume has just been released by W.W. Norton, Barns, by John Vlach, a professor of American Studies at George Washington University.  As you probably remember, John made a stir with his publication Behind the Big House.  He used HABS materials to find out what other structures existed in southern plantations besides the large white house.  HABS was crucial for this work because virtually all of these outbuildings have been torn down.  My book, Canals, is scheduled for publication next spring.
· The Potomac Canal, I’ve submitted a proposal to Johns Hopkins University Press and am waiting to hear from them.  Much of this book has already been written and published, first as part of Lance Metz’s canal conference symposium series and later as part of the American Society of Civil Engineer’s 150th anniversary conference proceedings.

· “Canals of the Lower Susquehanna River.”  I promised Lance Metz that I would do another paper for next years canal conference and I thought I would like to do it on the canals of the lower Susquehanna (many of the attendees of this conference are from Pennsylvania).  I used the New York Public Library’s holdings on the Conewago Company to gain some insight on this subject and Robert Morris’ early attempts at canal building (one of the librarians at the New York Public Library asked me, “Why are you doing this research, is the Conewago Company still in business?).

· “Canals of South Carolina.”  I also offered to do an article on the early canals of South Carolina for the next annual convention of the American Society of Civil Engineers, to be held in Nashville in November.  Not very many people know much about this subject but it is an interesting one.  I got interested in this subject through some research I did on James Brindley, the nephew of the famous English canal-building James Brindley, and Robert Mills (who described himself as a civil engineer and architect and very much promoted South Carolina canals).

In the meantime, with the very best of wishes.

P.S.  I was recently elected to the Cosmos Club having been sponsored by Susan Jones of the National Building Museum and Charles Atherton of the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts.  Susan has since moved back to New York City where she has been named to head the commission that will build the memorial for the World Trade Center.  She was very successful at the National Building Museum, having followed Robert Duemling.  Charles Atherton plans to retire soon.  He joined the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts in 1959 when we still had Quonset huts on the Washington Mall!  Quite a career.  Interestingly he and I were in the same CIA unit, the Real Estate and Construction Division, although at different times.  Also, I guess you know that Charles’ father was an architect in northeast Pennsylvania.  HABS helped get their family through the Depression.

P.P.S.  My good friend Kate Stevenson got kicked out of her government digs and no one knows much of anything else about her.

