






January 15, 2004

Mr. Charles E. Peterson, FAIA

332 Spruce Street

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106

Dear Charles,

Thank you for your two recent letters.  I very much appreciate learning of the two images near Harper’s Ferry.  I expect to hear in the near future whether my book proposal on the Potomac Canal will be accepted and, if so, I may be able to use these images.  Regarding my forthcoming book, CANALS, I’ll make sure that you get a gratis copy (as you may have heard, Kate Stevenson has provided me with a surplus of funds to use and I think it would only be fitting that some of these funds be used to provide you with a copy of CANALS.  It will be issued with a CD-ROM (an acronym meaning, Compact Disc – Read Only Memory).  It looks like an old 45 rpm record but will hold 900 high quality images that we will use in the book.  Users can than use the CD-ROM to reproduce those images using their computer, say inserting them in reports, etc.  Hilda can explain it all.

As you may know, I joined the Cosmos Club last year after having been sponsored by Charles Atherton of the Commission of Fine Arts and Susan Jones of the National Building Museum.  And as you probably also know, many of the members of the Cosmos Club also belong the American Philosophical Society.  Last weekend at a lunch, one of the members explained to me the difference between the American Philosophical Society and the Cosmos Club…

The difference between the American Philosophical Society and the Cosmos Club is that the American Philosophical Society serves drinks after the lecture…

With warmest wishes.

