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The Western Division of the Pennsylvania Canal

The Western Division of the Pennsylvania Canal – that is, west of the Allegheny Mountains – goes from Johnstown along the valleys of the Conemaugh, Kiskiminetas, and Allegheny rivers to Pittsburg. It is the last section of the great main line between Philadelphia and the Ohio River, which consists of the following divisions: Philadelphia & Columbia Railroad, 82 miles; Eastern Division of Pennsylvania Canal, 44½ miles; Juniata Division of Pennsylvania Canal, 127½ miles; Portage R. R. from Hollidaysburg to Johnstown, 36 miles; and Western Division of Pennsylvania Canal, 104¼ miles. The total length is 394¼ miles, which is 31¼ miles more than the length of the Erie Canal from Albany to Buffalo.

In its route the Western Division has a fall of 470 feet in 104¼ miles. It has 70 locks, which are 90 feet long and 15 feet wide. Twenty-one and a third miles of it consists of an improved river. The dimensions of the canal are the same as those of the Juniata Division. It has two tunnels, two large aqueducts across the Allegheny and 14 smaller aqueducts, 64 culverts, 39 weirs, and 152 bridges. It was opened in 1830, and its original costs amounted to $2,800,000.
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