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Susquehanna Division, Pennsylvania

The Susquehanna Division of the Pennsylvania Canal goes from Duncan’s Island on the west bank of the Susquehanna River to Northumberland, where the two large branches of that stream unite, as do the two canals that run along them. The length of the Susquehanna Division is 39 miles. Its fall is 86½, and there are 12 locks. The division is 43 feet wide at the water surface and 4½ feet deep. Its lock chambers are 90 feet long and 17 feet wide. It was completed in 1831 at a cost of $1,039,257.

Traffic on the canal remains very small and is not nearly sufficient to cover the annual costs of maintenance. The same applies more or less to all the state canals except for the Delaware Division and the Main Line between Columbia and Pittsburgh.

Franz Anton Ritter Von Gerstner, Frederick C. Gamst (ed.) and David J. Diephouse and John C. Decker (translators), Early American Railroads: Franz Anton Ritter von Gerstner’s “Die Innern Communicationen (1842-1843),” (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1997), 545
