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The Juniata Division of the Pennsylvania Canal

The Juniata Division of the Pennsylvania Canal extends from the terminus of the Eastern Division . . . at the mouth of the Juniata, up the valley of that river through Mifflin, Lewistown, and Huntington to Hollidaysburg, where the Portage Railroad begins. Its length is 127½ miles. The fall is 554½ feet, for which there are 91 locks, built for the most part of stone with a wood facing. Sixteen miles of the canal are actually an improvement of the river’s navigation. The dimensions of this canal are the same as that of the Eastern Division. However, the locks are 90 feet long and only 125 feet wide in the clear. The original costs amounted to $3,247,132, and the opening of the canal took place in 1830.

In June 1838 this canal suffered severe damage. After a rainstorm of several hours’ duration at Hollidaysburg, the Juniata rose to such a level that it swept away everything in its path and almost completely destroyed a 39-mile section of the canal. However, every available means was applied to repair the damage as quickly as possible, and by November it was again possible to travel on the canal, although 12 locks had to be completely rebuilt, while 7 others required significant repair. Two large aqueduct and 6 dams had to be almost totally built anew. The expenditures occasioned by the flood reached $350,000.
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