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The Franklin Canal of the Pennsylvania Canal
The Franklin Canal originates at the point where the [French Creek] feeder canal crosses French Creek. It goes along that creek to where it flows into the Allegheny River at Franklin. Its length is 22½ miles, and it has a 128½-foot fall. From Franklin to Pittsburgh the Allegheny drops 262 feet. The canal has 19 locks (90 feet x 18 feet), 5 dams, and 16 bridges. Most of its route consists of improved navigation. The original costs were $442,558. This work also has been used rarely until now and is in bad condition. It has been estimated that a thorough repair would cost $130,000.

Because the Allegheny River is navigable for part of the year from Pittsburgh to Franklin, as soon as the Erie Extension Canal is completed from Conneaut Lake to Erie there will exist a second continuous water route from Lake Erie to Piittsburgh, and then the Franklin Canal will become profitable.
Franz Anton Ritter Von Gerstner, Frederick C. Gamst (ed.) and David J. Diephouse and John C. Decker (translators), Early American Railroads: Franz Anton Ritter von Gerstner’s “Die Innern Communicationen (1842-1843),” (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1997), 545.
