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The Erie Extension of the Pennsylvania Canal
The Erie Extension follows the course of the Shenango River and Conneault Creek. It consists of two divisions, the Shenango Line and the Conneaut Line; the former extends 60 miles to the summit at Conneaut Lake, while the latter goes from Conneaut Lake to Erie, 45½ miles. So the full length of this canal is 105½ miles.

Construction of the Shenango Line was commenced in 1836, and in the spring of 1840, 42 miles of it were opened, namely the portion between the terminus of the Beaver Division and Greenville. Further construction of it is being carried on with vigor. On this line there are 44 locks, of which 35 are made entirely of squared stone and 9 of stone and wood. There are also 5 dams, 3 aqueducts, and 67 bridges. Conneaut Lake is being made into a large reservoir, from which it is intended to provide water for the greater part of the canal. . . . The Conneaut Line, from Conneaut Lake to the port of Erie, is likewise under construction over its entire length. It has 71 locks, 2 aqueducts, 5 culverts, 81 bridges, and so forth. Its aggregate fall from Conneaut Lake to Erie is 510 feet. That of the Shenango Line to the Beaver Division is 287½  feet, so the total on both sides of the summit is 797½ feet. The costs of the Shenango Line are estimated to be $1,681,857; and those of the Conneaut Line $1,702,978. The total is $3,384,835. Of this $2,365,475 has already been spent up to the end of 1840.
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